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FURTHER 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMISSIONERS 

APPOINTED  IN  PURSUANCE  OF  TWO  SEVERAL  ACTS  OF  PARLIAMENT  ; 

The  one  made  and  passed  in  the  58th  Year  of  His  late  Majesty, 

Cap.  91,  intituled 

An  Act  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  inquire  concerning  Charities  in 
England  for  the  Education  of  the  Poor  ;** 

And  the  other  made  and  passed  in  the  59th  Year  of  His  late 
Majesty,  Cap.  81,  intituled 

“ An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament^  for  appointing 
Commissioners  to  inquire  concerning  Charities  in  England  for  the  Education 
of  the  Poor  ; and  to  extend  the  Powers  thereof  to  other  Charities  in  England 
and  Wales.” 

And  both  of  which  Acts  have  been  continued  by  an  Act  passed  in  the 
5th  Year  of  His  present  Majesty,  Cap.  58. 


(Dated  2Sd  January  1826.) 


Ordered  to  be  printed  23d  February  1827. 
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FURTHER 


R E P O R 


OF 


T 


THE  COMMISSIONERS 


FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING 

CHARITIES. 


TO  THE 

KING’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

TXTE,  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  a Commission  under  the  Great 
Seal,  bearing  date  the  5th  Day  of  August,  in  the  first  year  of 
Your  Majesty’s  reign,  to  inquire  concerning  Charities  in  England  and 
Wales  ; 

DO  FURTHER  HUMBLY  REPORT, 

THAT  we  have  proceeded  with  the  Inquiries  intrusted  to  us,  and  that 
the  result  of  such  Investigations  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  complete  since 
the  presentation  of  our  last  Report,  will  be  found  in  the  ensuing  pages. 


A ^ 


Introductory- 

Report. 


23d  January  1826. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/b21305857_0001 


COUNTY  PALATINE  OF  LANCASTER. 


Hundred  of  Blackburn. 

Township  of  Aighton,  Bailey 
and  Chaigley. 

Parish  of  Blackburn : 

F ree  grammar  school. 

Poor’s  stock. 

Duckworth’s  charity. 
Wollin’s  charity. 

Township  of  Blackburn : 

Girls  charity  school. 
I’oor’s  lands,  comprising 
the  charities  of  Yates, 
Sudell,  and  others. 
Livesay’s  charity. 

Township  of  Balderstone : 

Charities  of  Ratcliff  and 
others. 

Waterhouse’s  charity. 

Township  of  Billington ; 

Poor’s  land. 

School. 

Chapelry  of  Over  Darwen  : 
Smalley’s  charity. 

Township  of  Great  Harwood  : 
Poor’s  land. 

School. 

Township  of  Livesay: 

Charities  of  Blore  and 
others. 

Livesay’s  charity. 

Township  of  Pleasington : 
School. 

Livesay’s  charity. 

Township  of  Rishton  : 
Darwen’s  charity. 

Township  of  Samlesbury  ; 
School. 

Langdale’s  charity. 
Richard  Houghton’s  gift. 

Township  of  Tockholes: 

Blore’s  charity. 

Township  of  Walton  le  Dale: 
School, 

Shuttlingfield’s  estate. 
Crook’s  charity. 
Burscough’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Chipping : 

Township  of  Chipping : 

Brabin’s  charities. 
Charities  of  Christopher 
Parkinson  and  an  un- 
known donor,  for  the 
support  of  an  under 
master  in  Brabin’s  free 
school. 

Charities  of  Harrison, 
Lund,  Barns,  and  Wal- 
bank. 

Cottage  and  smith’s  shop. 
Helme’s  charityi 
Webster’s  charity. 

Rep.  15. 


Parish  of  Chipping — continued. 

Township  of  Thornley ; 

Charities  of  Wright  and 
others. 

Brabin’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Ribchester: 

School,  and  Higham’s  gift. 

’Pownship  of  Ribchester : 

Charities  of  Norcrosseand 
others. 

Standford’s  dole. 

Township  of  Alston : 

Richard  Houghton’s  cha- 
rity. 

Thomas  Houghton’s  cha- 
rity. 

Jenkinson’s  charily. 
Charities  of  Gregson  and 
Eccles. 

Berry’s  charity. 

Township  of  Dilworth  : 
Roades’s  charity. 
Townley’s  charity. 

Township  of  Dutton; 

Charities  of  Townley  and 
others. 

Township  of  Hothersall : 
Jenkinson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Whalley : 

Grammar  school. 

Read’s  charity. 

'I’he  eight  townships  contribut- 
ing to  the  repaiis  of  the 
parish  church. 

Chewe’s  dole,  and  other 
charities. 

Township  of  Whalley  ; 
Apprentice  fund. 

Sir  Ralph  Assheton’s  cha- 
rity. 

Township  of  Pendleton : 
Almshouse. 

Township  of  Read : 

Dickinson’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Old  Accrington  : 
School. 

Cunliffe’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Burnley  : 

Free  grammar  school. 
Madam  Isabel  Shireburn’s 
charity. 

Robert  Halstead’s  charity. 

Townshipof  Burnley  and  Ha- 
bergham  Eaves : 

Elizabeth  Peel’s  charity. 

Township  of  Burnley : 
Hindle’s  charity. 
Hargreaves’s  charity. 

B 


Parish  of  Whalley — continued. 

Chapelry  of  Burnley — conti- 
nued. 

Township  of  Briercliffe  with 
Extwistle: 

John  Halstead’s  charity. 

Township  of  Cliviger: 
Stephenson’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Church  Kirk  : 
Darwen’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Clitheroe : 

Free  grammar  school. 

Chapelry  of  Colne: 

School. 

Emmott’s  school  at  Lane- 
shaw  Bridge. 

Hartley’s  charity,  or  Spead 
dole. 

Lord’s  Ing  dole. 
Manknoll’s  charity. 
Malham’s  charity,  or 
Poor  field  dole. 
Charities  of  Walton  and 
Rycroft. 

Starkie’s  charity. 

Thomas  Smith’s  charity. 

Town  and  township  of  Colne : 
Robinson’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Downham  ; 
Township  of  Downham  ; 
School. 

Poor’s  land. 

Sir  Ralph  Assheton’s  cha- 
rity. 

Donor  unknown. 

Chapelry  of  Goodshaw  : 

Mills’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Haslingden : 
School. 

Charities  of  Holden  and 
others. 

Chapelry  ofNewchurch  in  Ros- 
sendale  : 

Free  school. 

Ormerod’s  charity. 
Haworth’s  legacies. 

Chapelry  of  Padiham  : 

School. 

Chapelry  of  Whitewell  ; 
Brabin’s  charities. 

Township  of  Leagrim  : 
Walbank’s  charity. 
Webster’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  Leyland. 
Parish  of  Brindle: 

Free  school. 

Poor’s  stock, including  Black- 
ledge’s  gift  for  books. 
ShuUlingfield’s  estate. 
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Parish  of  Chorley  : 

School. 

Poor’s  lands,  or  Hodgson’s 
charity. 

Mason’s  charity. 

Cooper’s  almshouse  and  cha- 
rity for  the  poor. 

Charities  of  A Hanson,  Heald, 
Woodcock,  and  Foal. 
Frith’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Croston  ; 

School. 

Layfield’s  charity. 

Charities  of  Rev.  Streynshara 
Master  and  Mrs.  Master. 
Crooke’s  charity. 

Township  of  Croston  : 

Croston’s  almshouse,  and 
W ilson’s  charity  to  the 
oldest  poor  person  in 
that  almshouse. 

Dandy’s  charity. 

Poor’s  stock. 

Lathom’s  charity. 

Hough’s  charity. 

Norris’s  charity. 

School  of  industry. 

Jubilee  almshouses. 

Township  of  Bispham : 
Durning’s  charity. 
Lathom’s  charity. 
Ambrose’s  charity. 

Township  of  Bretherton  : 
School. 

Township  of  Mawdesley : 
Lathom’s  charity. 
Charities  of  John  Stopford 
and  David  Stopford. 
Cook’s  charities. 
Blackburn's  charity. 
Durning’s  charity. 

Township  of  Hines  Walton  ; 
Glassbrooke’s  charity. 
Waring’s  charity. 
Lathom’s  charity. 

Annuity  of  lOi. 

Parish  of  Eccleston  : 

Rigbye’s  charity. 

Township  of  Eccleston : 
Lathom’s  charity. 

Cooper’s  charity. 
Dicconsoii’s  gift. 

Township  of  Heskin : 

Lathom’s  charity. 

Poor’s  stock. 

Horseman’s  charity. 
Anderton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Parbold : 

Lathom's  charity. 
Charities  of  Thomas  La- 
thom  and  James  Brad- 
shaw. 

Gillibrand’s  charity. 
Durning’s  charity. 

Township  of  Wrightington : 
Lathom’s  charity. 

Hawet’s  charity. 

Durning’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Hesketh-with-Bec- 
consal : 

Layfield’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Hole : 

School. 

Leyland’s  charity. 

Walton’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Leyland : 

Grammar  school. 

Crooke’s  charities. 

Balshaw’s  school  at  Golden 
Hill,  and  charity  for  the 
poor. 

Beatson's  charities. 

Township  of  Leyland  : 

Crooke’s  school  at  Moss- 
side,  including  Beaton’s 
gift. 

Farington’s  almshouse. 
Osbaldeston’s  charity. 
Gifts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Armetriding. 

Beatson’s  charity  to  the 
poor  in  Osbaldeston’s 
almshouses. 

Mary  Farington’s  gift. 
Clayton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Clayton : 

School. 

Clayton’s  charity. 

Frith's  charity. 

Towjiship  of  Cuerden  : 

Gifts  of  Reynold  Burs- 
cough  and  Peter  Burs- 
cough. 

School. 

Township  of  Euxton  : 

School  including  Long- 
worth’s,  Crooke's,  Wood- 
cock’s, Platt’s  and  Beat- 
son’s  charities. 

Hoghton’s  charity. 
Hodson’s  charity. 
Piricock’s  charity. 
Oakenshaw’s  charity. 
Beatson's  charity  for  bread. 

Township  of  Hoghton : 

School. 

Township  of  Wheelton  : 
Simpson’s  charity. 

Township  of  Whittle-le- Woods : 
School. 

Charities  of  Reynold  Burs- 
cough  and  Peter  Burs- 
cough. 

Frith’s  charity. 

Pincock’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Penwortham  : 

School. 

Charities  of  Fleetwood  and 
others. 

Chamley’s  charity. 

Township  of  Farington  : 

School. 

Lost  charities. 

Township  of  Howick : 

School. 

Township  of  Hutton  : 

Charities  of  Fleetwood  and 
others. 

Township  of  Longton  : 

School- 
Poor’s  land. 


Parish  of  Rufford : 

Lathom’s  charity. 

Layfield’s  charity. 

Charities  of  Baldwin  and 
others. 

Charities  of  Baldwin  and 
Berry. 

Parish  of  Standish : 

Free  grammar  school. 
Smalley’s  school  for  girls. 
Cooper’s  charity. 

Township  of  Standisli-with- 
Langtree : 

Johnson’s  charit)-. 
Elizabeth  Lathom’s  cha- 
rity. 

William  Lathom’s  cha- 
rity. _ 

Hatton’s  charity. 

Charity  of  an  unknown 
donor. 

Birchall’s  charity. 
Haydock’s  charity. 
Bispham’s  charity. 
Aspinall's  charity . 
Threlfall’s  charity. 
Smalley’s  charity  for 
linen. 

Township  of  Anderton  : 

Charities  of  John  Shaw 
and  George  Shaw. 
Johnson’s  charity. 

Township  of  Charnock  Ri- 
chard : 

Frith’s  charity. 

Hoghton’s  charity. 

Robert  Charnock’s  cha- 
rity. 

Lathom’s  charity. 

Rigby’s  charity. 

James  Charnock’s  gift. 
Charnock’s  gift. 

Township  of  Heath  Charnock. 
Charities  of  John  Shaw 
and  George  Shaw. 
Charities  of  Hollsworth 
and  Haydock. 

Township  of  Coppull : 

Johnson’s  charity. 

Abbot’s  charity. 

Frith’s  charity. 

Township  of  Du.xbury  : 

Mason’s  charity. 
Chamley’s  charity. 

Lady  Standish’s  charity. 

Township  of  Shevington  : 
Aspinall’s  charity. 
Birchall’s  charity  and 
Threlfall’s  charity. 
Holt’s  charity. 

Annuity  of  yf. 

Parish  of  Tarleton ; 

School. 

Leadbetter’s  charity. 

Layfield’s  charity. 
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Hundred  of  Lonsdale: 

Parish  of  Bolton-le-Sands : 

Free  grammar  school, 
Greene’s  charity. 

Chambers’s  charity. 
Sparling’s  charity. 

Township  of  Bolton : 

Donor  unknown. 

Mayor’s  gift. 

Township  of  Nether  Kellett : 
Kippon’s  charities. 

Lodge’s  charity, 
Greenbank’s  charity. 
Township  of  Over  Kellett: 
School. 

Withers's  charity. 
Charities  of  Blackburn 
and  others. 

Parish  of  Claughton : 

Donor  unknown. 

Parish  of  Cockerham : 

School. 

Township  of  Ellel : 

School. 

Cawson’s  gift. 

Township  of  Forton ; 

Hynd’s  charity. 

Donor  unknown. 

Parish  of  Halton-with-Aughton ; 
Withers’s  charity. 
Greenbank’s  charity. 

Donor  unknown. 

Walling’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  .Aughton  : 

Burton’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Heysham : 

School. 

Parish  of  Lancaster : 

Borough  of  Lancaster: 

Free  grammar  school. 
Gardyner’s  almshouses. 
Penny’s  almshouses,  &c. 
Gilleson’s  almshouses. 
France’s  gift. 

Townson’s  almshouses. 

Sir  John  Harrison’s  cha- 
rity. 

Heysham’s  charity. 
Abigail  Rigby’s  charity. 
Rogerson’s  charity. 
Lathom’s  charity. 
Edmondson’s  charity. 
SirThomas  Gerrard’s  cha- 
rity. 

Henrietta  Rigby’s  charity. 
Township  of  Bleasdale: 

Christopher  Parkinson's 
charity. 

Blackburn’s  charity. 
Thomas  Parkinson’s  cha- 
rity. 

Brabin's  charity. 


Parish  of  Lancaster — coutinutd. 

Township  of  Cadeley  and  Ful- 
wood. 

School. 

’Pownship  of  Caton  and  Little- 
dale. 

School. 

Poor’s  land. 

Township  of  Gressingham  : 
Charities  of  Chippendale 
and  others. 

Township  of  Heaton-with- 
Oxcliffe. 

West’s  charity. 

Township  of  Overton : 

Trough  ton’s  charity. 

West’s  charity. 

Township  of  Poulton  Bare  and 
Torrisholme : 

School. 

Lodge’s  charity. 

Donor  unknown. 

Township  of  Presall-v/ith- 
Hackensall : 

Fleetwood’s  school. 
Carter’s  school. 

Carter’s  gift  to  the  poor. 
Bell’s  charily. 

Township  of  Quernmore : 
School. 

Township  of  Scotforth  : 

School. 

Parkinson’s  charity. 
Taylor’s  charity. 

Cawson’s  charity. 

Cooke’s  charity. 

Township  of  Skerton  : 

School. 

Jepson’s  charity. 

Donor  unknown. 

Township  of  Over  Wyersdale: 
Cawthorne’s  charity. 
Thompson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Melling: 

'Fownships  of  Melling-with- 
Wratoii  and  Wennington. 
Bland’s  charity. 

Township  of  Melling-with- 
Wraton  : 

Gillison’s  charity. 

'Fownship  of  Arkholme-with- 
Cawood : 

Turner’s  charity. 
Wraton’s  charity  for  bread. 
Wraton’s  charity  for  the 
poor. 

Cort’s  charity. 

Township  of  Farleton  : 

Donor  unknown. 


Parish  of  Melling — continued. 

Township  of  Hornby  : 
Thornton’s  charity. 
Edmondson’s  charity. 
Murray’s  gift. 

Township  of  Wray-with- 
Bolton  : 

School,  including  Thomp- 
son’s gift. 

Donor  unknown. 

Smith’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Tatham  ; 

School. 

Parish  of  Tunstall : 

School. 

Charities  of  Tatham  and 
others. 

Township  of  Tunstall: 

Forton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Leek  : 

Donor  unknown. 

Charities  of  Elizabeth 
Welch  and  others. 

Parish  of  Warton  : 

School  and  hospital  founded 
by  Archbishop  Hutton. 
Mansergh’s  charity. 

Charities  of  Lawrence  and 
others. 

Charities  of  Lucas  and 
others. 

Township  of  Warton : 

Donor  unknown. 

Township  of  Borwick  : 
Sherlock’s  charity. 
Killner’s  charity. 

Poor’s  land. 

Township  of  Carnforth  : 

Poor’s  land. 

Greenbank’s  charity. 

Township  of  Hutton  Priest  : 
Sherlock’s  charity. 

Township  of  Silverdale : 
Burrow’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Sherlock  and 
Jackson. 

'Fownship  of  Yealand  Conyers 
and  Y ealand  Redmayne  : 
Sherlock’s  charity. 

'I'ownsKip  of  Yealand  Conyers: 
Hadwen’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Whittington  : 
Margison’s  charity. 

Mary  Hardy’s  charity. 
Redman’s  charity. 

Hornby’s  charity. 

General  charity : 

Birch’s  charity. 


HUNDRED  OF  BLACKBURN. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  AIGHTON,  BAILEY  AND  CHAIGLEY. 

The  charities  of  this  township,  which,  although  locally  situate  in  the  Blackburn. 

hundred  of  Blackburn,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  is  part  of  the  parish  Township  of 
of  Mitton,  the  residue  of  that  parish  being  in  the  county  of  York,  will  be  noticed  Aighton,  Bailc 
in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  that  parish,  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  present  and  Chaigley 
Report.  ' 

Rep.  15.  B 2 
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PARISH  OP  BLACKBURN. 

Free  Grammar  School. 

Blackburn.  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date  8th  August,  in  the  ninth 

Free  cl^mar  y^arof  her  reign,  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish  of 
School.  Blackburn,  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  granted  that  there  should  be  a 

\ ^ grammar  school  in  that  town,  to  be  called  “ The  Free  Grammar  School  of  Queen 

Elizabeth  in  Blackburn,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,”  for  the  education  and 
instruction  of  children  and  youth  in  grammar  ; the  said  school  to  consist  of  one 
master,  and  one  under-master,  or  usher : And  her  Majesty  ordained,  that  there 
should  be  for  ever  within  the  town  and  parish  of  Blackburn,  fifty  men  of  the 
more  discreet  and  honest  of  the  inhabitants,  or  freeholders  of  the  said  town  and 
parish,  who  should  be,  and  should  be  called  governors  of  the  possessions, 
revenues,  and  goods  of  the  said  free  school,  and  appointed  Gilbert  Gerrard, 
esquire,  then  attorney  general.  Sir  Thomas  Langton,  knight,  and  forty-eight 
other  persons,  inhabitants  and  freeholders  in  the  said  town  and  parish,  to  be  the 
first  governors,  and  constituted  them  a corporation  ; and  it  was  thereby  pro- 
vided, that  whenever  one  or  more  of  the  said  governors  for  the  time  being  should 
die,  the  survivors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  then  residing  in  the  said  town  or 
parish,  should  elect  other  fit  persons,  inhabitants  or  freeholders  of  the  said  town 
and  parish,  to  supply  the  place  of  those  that  should  die  ; And  power  was  given 
to  the  said  governors  and  their  successors,  and  the  major  part  of  them,  to  appoint 
the  master  and  under-master  in  case  of  vacancies,  and  to  make  good  and  whole- 
some statutes  in  writing,  touching  the  preservation  and  disposition  of  the  rents 
and  revenues,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  which  statutes  should  be 
observed  inviolably  for  ever ; and  that  the  said  governors  and  their  successors 
might  better  sustain  and  support  the  charge  of  the  said  school,  and  of  the  master 
and  under-master,  they  were  further  impowered  to  take  lands  and  tenements,  not 
exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  30/. 

In  a decree  made  in  the  duchy  court  of  Lancaster,  in  Michaelmas  term,  27th 
and  28th  Elizabeth,  in  a cause  between  Richard  Livesay  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  Blackburn,  plaintiffs,  and  Richard  Goodshaw  and  Nicholas  Halstead,  defend- 
ants, concerning  the  right  and  interest  in  certain  messuages  and  lands,  lying  in 
Burnley,  Padiham  and  Blackburn,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  in  Slaidburn, 
in  the  county  of  York,  being  copyhold  of  the  manors  of  Ightenhill  and  Slaid- 
burn, claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  to  have  been  given  in  1st  Henry  8th,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school  in  the  town  of  Blackburn,  and  alleged 
by  the  defendants  to  have  been  given  for  the  maintenance  of  a charity  in  the 
church  of  Blackburn,  it  is  stated,  that  it  appeared  from  an  indenture,  dated  in 
1st  Henry  8th,  produced  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  by  a decree  of  that  court  in 
Hilary  term,  2d  Elizabeth,  that  the  said  premises  were  given  principally  for  the 
maintenance  of  a chantry  priest,  to  sing  and  say  mass,  and  other  superstitious 
services  in  the  chapel  of  our  Lady,  in  the  church  of  Blackburn,  which  chantry 
priest  should  teach  a grammar  school  and  a song  school,  if  such  a one  could  be 
had,  and  if  not,  a song  school  ; and  that  by  virtue  of  a commission  granted  by 
king  Edward  6th,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  after  the  statute  made  for  the 
dissolution  of  chantries,  to  the  stewards  of  the  said  manors,  the  said  lands  and 
tenements  had  been  demised  by  copy  of  court  roll,  to  certain  persons  and  their 
heirs,  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Burgess,  late  chantry  priest  of  the  said  chantry  for 
his  life,  and  afterwards  to  their  owm  use  ; and  that  those  persons  had  paid 
divers  sums  of  money  for  the  said  premises,  and  that  the  defendants  and  other 
copyholders  of  the  said  premises,  or  their  ancestors,  had  likewise  paid  sums  of 
money  for  the  same  to  the  first  purchasers,  and  that  the  title  of  the  said  copy- 
holders  had  been  by  the  said  decree  of  2d  Elizabeth  confirmed  and  allowed ; 
and  it  was  therefore  decreed,  that  the  said  defendants  and  other  copyholders 
having  estates  from  the  said  purchasers  within  the  said  manors,  should  hold  the 
said  premises  without  let  or  disturbance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Blackburn  or  any 
person  claiming  title  under  them  ; and  that  the  said  Richard  Livesay,  and  such 
other  persons  as  claimed  any  interest  in  the  said  premises  by  force  of  a sur- 
render in  the  time  of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  by  reason  of  a warrant  from 
the  said  king  and  queen,  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  should 
in  the  open  court  of  the  said  manors,  release  all  their  estate  and  interest  in  the 
said  premises  to  the  said  copyholders ; And  forasmuch  as  it  appeared  by  the 
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said  indenture,  that  the  said  chantry  priest  should  be  sufficiently  learned  in 
grammar,  if  any  such  could  be  gotten,  to  keep  a free  school,  whereby  it  was 
shown  that  the  founders  of  the  said  chantry  had  some  respect  to  the  said  school: 
And  forasmuch  as  the  said  King  Edward  Gth,  after  the  dissolution  of  chantries, 
directed  a commission  to  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  knight,  and  others,  authorizing  v. 
them  to  appoint  what  schools  in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster  were  necessary  to 
be  maintained,  and  to  appoint  what  stipend  should  be  allowed  for  the  same,  by 
force  whereof  the  said  commissioners  thought  it  convenient  that  the  free  school 
at  Blackburn  should  be  continued,  and  appointed  the  sum  of  4/.  Js.  i>d.  towards 
the  stipend  thereof,  which  stipend  had  not  been  demanded  ; It  was  ordered, 
tliat  the  said  sum  of  4/.  Js.  4^d.  should  be  yearly  allowed  and  paid  by  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, by  the  receiver  of  that  county  for  the  time  being,  for  the  better  main- 
tenance of  the  said  free  grammar  school  in  Blackburn,  which  was  then 
incorporated,  and  called  Her  Majesty’s  Free  School ; and  it  was  further 
ordered,  that  in  respect  of  the  arrearages  of  the  stipend  allowed  by  the 
said  commission,  amounting  to  131/.  I65.  8d.  or  thereabouts,  there  should  be 
allowed  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  duchy  60/.  to  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  one  of  the  governors  of  the  said  school,  to  the  use  of 
the  said  school ; and  that  every  purchaser  of  the  said  lands  should  pay  towards 
the  said  arrearages  for  every  acre  of  the  said  copyhold  lands,  to  be  measured 
according  to  the  customs  of  the  manors  where  the  lands  lay,  IO5.,  or  else 
the  sum  of  55/.  at  the  election  of  the  then  copyholders,  to  be  employed  by  the 
advice  of  the  said  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  said 
free  grammar  school. 

It  appears  from  the  old  accounts  of  this  school,  that  the  sums  received  for 
arrearages  under  this  decree,  formed  a stock  which  was  shortly  afterwards 
aided  by  a voluntary  subscription,  amounting  to  250/.  many  of  the  contributors 
thereto  being  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Blackburn,  and  other  neighbouring 
townships,  and  that  from  this  fund  was  derived  the  consideration  paid  for  the 
annual  rent-charge  of  20/.  to  which  the  following  deed  relates : 

• By  indenture,  bearing  date  30th  September,  32  Elizabeth,  between  Edmund 
Eltoftes,  of  Farnehill,  in  the  county  of  York,  esquire,  of  the  one  part ; and  the 
Governors  of  the  Possessions  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  Blackburn,  Sir  John  Soothworth,  knight,  Thomas  Talbot,  John  Osbaldeston, 
and  William  Farington,  esquires,  Edward  Walmsley  and  Robert  Walmsley, 
gentlemen,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Edmund  Eltoftes,  in  consideration  of  360/. 
paid  by  the  said  governors,  covenanted  that  he  and  Thomas  Eltoftes,  his  son 
and  heir  apparent,  would  levy  a fine  to  the  said  Edward  Walmsley  and  Robert 
Walm'sley,  of  the  capital  messuage  called  Farnehill  Pool,  in  Farnehill,  in  the 
county  of  York,  and  of  the  lands,  &c.  thereto  belonging,  called  the  demesnes 
of  Farnehill,  and  of  all  other  the  messuages,  lands,  &c.  of  the  said  Edmund, 
situate  in  Farnehill ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  said  Edward  Walmsley  and 
Robert  Walmsley  should,  by  the  same  fine,  grant  and  render  to  the  said  Sir 
John  Soothworth,  Thomas  Talbot,  John  Osbaldeston,  and  William  Farington, 
and  the  heirs  of  the  said  Sir  John,  an  annual  rent-charge  of  20/.  issuing  out  of 
the  said  messuages,  lands,  &c. ; and  it  was  also  agreed,  that  the  said  Edward 
Walmsley  and  Robert  Walmsley,  after  the  said  fine  levied,  should  stand  seised 
of  the  said  premises,  to  the  end  that  a common  recovery  might  be  suffered 
thereof,  which  should  be  as  well  to  the  use  of  the  said  Edmund  Eltoftes,  and 
his  heirs,  as  also  to  the  use  that  the  said  premises  might  be  charged  with  the 
said  yearly  rent  of  20/. ; and  it  was  declared,  that  the,  intent  of  the  parties  was, 
that  the  said  Sir  John  Soothworth,  and  the  other  persons  before  mentioned, 
and  the  heirs  of  the  said  Sir  John,  after  such  time  as  they  should  be  seised  of 
the  said  rent,  should  convey  and  assure  the  same  to  the  said  governors  and 
their  successors,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  school. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  32  Elizabeth,  a fine  was  levied  in  pursuance  of  the 
covenant  in  this  indenture ; and  in  the  following  year,  the  said  Sir  John 
Soothworth  and  others  conveyed  the  said  rent-charge  to  the  governors  and 
their  successors. 

• In.  I6O8,  a sum  of  80/.  I75.  6d.  appears  to  have  been  received  by  the 
governors  in  respect  of  a gift,  in  the  will  of  John  Astley,  of  the  residue  of  his 
goods,  to  be  employed  for  the  annual  stipend  of  the  master  and  usher  of  this 
school,  or  the  maintenance  of  poor  scholars,  as  should  be  thought  fit  by  Sir 
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Thomas  Walmsley  and  his  executor,  and  the  school  stock  was  gradually 
increased  by  small  gifts  and  savings  of  income  until  1624,  when  it  amounted 
to  242/.  195.  7 a. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  24th  August  1625,  James  White- 
halgh  and  Ralph  Walkden,  in  consideration  of  230/.  (which  appears  to  have 
been  part  of  the  school  stock)  conveyed  to  Sir  Thomas  Walmsley  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  in  the  township  of  Mellor, 
in  the  parish  of  Blackburn,  called  Whitehalgh’s  tenement,  with  the  lands 
thereunto  belonging,  containing,  by  estimation,  29  acres,  and  a parcel  of  new 
inclosure,  with  a barn  standing  thereon  ; and  by  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing 
date  1st  September  1657,  the  surviving  trustees  of  these  premises  conveyed 
them  to  the  governors,  and  their  successors,  to  the  use  of  the  said  school. 

From  1685  to  1694,  sums  amounting  in  the  whole  to  90/,  given  by  Sir 
Edward  Assheton,  were  added  to  the  school  stock ; as  were  also  a legacy  of 
20/.  given  by  Mr.  William  Siidell,  and  received  in  1725;  and  a legacy  of  30/. 
given  by  John  Sudell,  and  received  in  1746  ; the  latter  of  which  was  directed  by 
the  testator  to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  or  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands, 
the  interest  or  rent  to  be  paid  equally  between  the  head  master  and  usher  of 
this  school,  as  an  augmentation  of  their  wages. 

In  174*9  the  following  purchase  was  made,  by  which  the  then  remaining 
school  stock  appears  to  have  been  exhausted. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  bearing  date 
23d  October  174*9,  John  Bradshaw  and  others,  in  consideration  of  113/.  con- 
veyed to  Thomas  Clayton  and  three  others,  described  as  four  of  the  governors 
of  this  school,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  called  Pylet  Nest,  at  Brookfoot,  in 
Mellor,  with  a cottage  and  barn,  and  the  closes  thereunto  belonging,  called 
the  Well  Field,  the  Acre,  the  Barn  Field,  .the  Barn  Meadow,  the  Long 
Meadow,  and  the  Pit,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  acres. 

It  appears  from  the  minute  book  of  the  proceedings  of  the  governors  of  this 
school,  that  in  June  1801,  the  governors  agreed  to  sell  to  Henry  Sudell,  esquire, 
of  Woodfold  Park,  for  2,600/.  certain  lands  in  the  township  of  Mellor,  called 
the  Higher  School  Lands,  the  Lower  School  Lands,  and  the  Middle  School 
Lands,  on  11th  November  then  next,  if  a title  to  the  premises  could  be  made 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Sudell ; but  if  not,  it  was  agreed  that  the  purchase 
money  should  remain  in  Mr.  Sudell’s  hands,  until  an  estate  could  be  bought 
by  the  governors,  and  conveyed  at  their  expense  to  Mr.  Sudell,  in  such 
manner  that  he  might  grant  it  to  the  governors  in  exchange  for  the  said  school 
lands,  and  that  Mr.  Sudell  should  receive  the  rents  from  the  said  11th  Novem- 
ber, and  should  allow  interest  on  the  said  2,600/.  from  that  time. 

We  apprehend,  that  the  school  lands  to  which  this  agreement  related, 
comprised  the  tenement  called  Whitehalgh’s,  purchased  in  1625,  as  before 
stated,  except  a small  part  thereof  which  had  been  in  1793  exchanged  by  the 
governors,  with  Mr.  Sudell,  for  other  land  in  Mellor,  and  also  the  land  received 
from  him  by  the  governors  upon  that  exchange ; it  appears  that  upon  the 
exchange  in  1793,  Mr.  Sudell  paid  to  the  governors  a sum  of  50/.  for  which 
credit  was  given  in  the  accounts  of  the  charity,  under  the  description  of  “ a gift 
to  the  school,  on  an  exchange  of  land  in  Mellor.”  We  have  not  obtained  any 
further  information,  as  to  the  particulars  of  the  exchange  of  1793. 

After  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Sudell  in  1801,  that  gentleman  paid  interest 
at  5 /.  per  cent  on  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  2,600/.  until  1812 ; and  it 
appears  from  the  minutes,  that  various  estates  in  the  neighbourhood  offered  for 
sale  were  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  governors,  but  not  approved 
of;  and  that  in  August  1811,  a proposal  was  made  to  the  governors  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Carr,  to  sell  them  an  estate  in  the  township  of  Dil worth,  in  the 
parish  of  Ribchester,  which  the  governors,  after  a report  from  the  then  treasurer 
and  two  others  of  their  body,  who  were  deputed  to  view  the  estate,  agreed  to 
purchase  for  2,650/.  The  additional  50/.  of  the  purchase  money,  beyond  the 
2,600/.  in  Mr.  Sudell’s  hands,  was  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity.  An 
indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  27th  February  1812,  intended  to  operate 
as  an  exchange  of  the  estate  thus  purchased  for  the  property  at  Mellor,  of 
which  Mr.  Sudell  had  been  let  into  possession  in  1801,  was  prepared,  and  the 
common  seal  of  the  governors  affixed  thereto  ; but  it  was  not  executed  by  any 
of  the  other  parties,  nor  is  there  a memorandum  of  livery  of  seisin  having  been 
made  thereon.  As  Mr.  Samuel  Hilton,  in  whom  the  estate  at  Dilworth 

appears 
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appears  to  have  been  vested,  as  a trustee  for  Mr.  Sudell,  and  who  was  a party  Blackbm’n. 

to  this  deed,  has  died  since  that  purchase  took  place,  a conveyance  from  his  

heir  seems  necessary  to  vest  the  legal  estate  of  the  property  at  Dilworth  in  the 

persons  to  whom  it  was  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  deed  of  1812.  From  continued. 

the  time  of  the  payment  of  the  2,600/.  by  Mr.  Sudell,  the  governors,  in  ^ 

lieu  of  the  interest  thereof,  received  the  rents  of  the  estate  purchased  from 
Mr.  Carr. 

The  indenture  of  feoffment  of  27th  February  1812,  above  alluded  to,  purports 
to  be  made  between  the  governors  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Blackburn, 
of  the  first  part ; Henry  Sudell,  esquire,  of  the  second  part;  Samuel  Hilton,  of 
the  third  part ; Joseph  Livesay,  of  the  fourth  part ; Thomas  Eccles  and  Thomas  ' 

Astley,  of  the  fifth  part ; James  Hubersty,  of  the  sixth  part ; and  Richard  Ward, 
of  the  seventh  part ; whereby  after  reciting  that  certain  premises  in  the 
township  of  Mellor,  formerly  called  Whitehalgh’s  tenement,  then  called  the 
Higher  School  Lands,  the  Lower  School  Lands,  and  the  Middle  School  Lands, 
were  vested  in  the  said  governors ; and  that  the  said  Henry  Sudell  and  the 
said  Samuel  Hilton,  in  trust  for  him,  or  one  of  them,  being:  seised  of  a messuage, 
tenement  or  farm,  in  the  township  of  Dilworth,  had  proposed  to  make  an 
exchange  with  the  said  governors ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  proposal,  and  in  consideration  of  the  conveyance  intended  to  be  made 
by  the  said  Henry  Sudell  and  his  said  trustee,  of  his  said  hereditaments,  to  the 
said  Thomas  Eccles  and  Thomas  Astley,  in  trust  for  the  said  governors  and 
their  successors,  the  said  governors  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  Samuel 
Hilton  and  Joseph  Livesay  and  their  heirs,  the  said  messuage,  farm  and  tene- 
ment in  Mellor,  containing  altogether  31a.  & 7p-  customary  measure,  in 
trust,  to  permit  the  said  Henry  Sudell  and  his  heirs  to  enjoy  the  same,  in 
exchange  for  the  messuage  and  lands  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the 
said  governors  ; and  it  was  further  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the 
conveyance  thereby  made,  in  trust  for  the  said  Henry  Sudell,  the  said  Henry 
Sudell,  and  by  his  direction,  the  said  Samuel  Hilton  granted  and  enfeoffed  to 
Thomas  Eccles  and  Thomas  Astley  and  their  heirs,  a messuage,  farm  and 
tenement  in  Dilworth,  called  Clayton’s,  and  the  closes  thereunto  belonging, 
called  the  White  Ley,  the  .Daisy  Field,  the  Old  Meadow,  the  Harry  Fall,  the 
Great  Marl  Field,  the  Little  Marl  Field,  the  Little  Wood,  the  Higher  Madge 
Croft,  the  Lower  Madge  Croft,  the  Wheat  Field,  the  Madge  Field,  and  the 
Great  Meadow,  containing  31a.  Ik.  25 p.  customary  measure,  then  in  the 
occupation  of  Thomas  Clayton,  for  the  residue  of  a term  of  seven  years,  from 
the  13th  February  1809,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  110/.  in  trust,  to  permit  the  said 
governors  and  their  successors  to  enjoy  the  same,  in  exchange  for  the  premises 
conveyed  by  them  in  trust  for  the  said  Henry  Sudell. 

Mr.  Sudell  is  one  of  the  governors  of  the  school,  and  was  a governor  when  the 
exchanges  above-mentioned  took  place,  having  been  elected  in  1785.  We  appre- 
hend that  the  governors  had  no  authority  to  exchange  the  estate  at  Mellor;  but 
we  are  informed  that  the  transaction  was  advantageous  to  the  charity,  and  that 
the  lands  were  taken  by  Mr.  Sudell  at  a high  valuation,  in  consideration  of 
their  adjoining  to  other  property  belonging  to  him.  The  rent  received  by  the 
governors  for  Whitehalgh’s  tenement,  shortly  before  they  let  Mr.  Sudell  into 
possession  of  it,  appears  from  the  accounts  to  have  been  rather  more  than  20 1. 
per  annum. 

The  lease  for  seven  years  of  the  lands  in  Dilworth,  mentioned  in  the  deed  of 
1812,  expired  in  1816,  when  the  goods  of  Thomas  Clayton,  the  tenant,  were 
sold  under  a distress,  by  which  means  nearly  the  whole  of  the  rent  due  from 
him  appears  to  have  been  recovered.  The  premises  were  shortly  afterwards 
let  to  a yearly  tenant,  at  a reduced  rent  of  80/.  a year,  and  the  same  was  paid 
until  1823,  when  a further  reduction  of  the  rent  took  place  to  60/.  In  1824, 
they  were  let  at  70/.  a year,  to  William  Banks,  as  yearly  tenant,  who  had  pre- 
viously to  the  time  of  our  investigation  (August  1825),  agreed  with  the 
governors  for  a lease  thereof  for  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1826,  at  80/. 
a year,  which  is  stated  to  be  a fair  rent. 

The  number  of  50  governors  has  not  been  regularly  kept  up  as  directed  by 
the  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  finding 
a sufficient  number  of  persons  properly  qualified.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 
the  number  was  33,  being  either  freeholders  or  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of> 

Blackburn.  The  last  election  was  in  1819,  when  15  new  governors  were 
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chosen.  If  a governor  has  quitted  his  residence  in  the  parish,  and  continued 
absent  for  the  space  of  two  years,  it  is  considered  that  his  office  ceases. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school,  consists  of — 

1.  — The  before  mentioned  annuity  o^^l.  7^.  '^d.  payable  out  of  the  revenues 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  in  respect  of  which,  the  yearly  sum  of  .3/.  17^.  6</. 
is  now  received  from  the  receiver  of  the  duchy  rents  for  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, the  remaining  9>s.  10  6?,  being  deducted  for  office  fees,  &c. 

2.  — The  rent-charge  of  purchased  in  32d  Elizabeth,  now  paid  by  George 
Lane  Fox,  esquire,  out  of  the  estate  called  Farnehill. 

3.  — The  tenement  in  the  township  of  Mellor,  called  Pylet  Nest,  purchased  in 
1749,  consisting  of  a house  and  barn,  and  about  four  acres  of  land  (customary 
measure),  in  the  occupation  of  Robert  Hindle,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent 
of  16/.  per  annum.  The  buildings  are  stated  to  be  in  bad  repair,  and  to  require 
that  some  money  should  be  expended  on  them. 

4.  — The  before  mentioned  tenement  in  Dilworth,  received  in  1812,  upon  the 
exchange  with  Mr.  Sudell,  now  consisting  of  a public-house,  called  the  Black 
Bull,  and  31a.  1r.  25p.  (customary  measure),  in  the  occupation  of  William 
Banks,  on  the  terms  which  have  been  already  mentioned.  The  buildings  on 
this  farm  are  stated  to  be  in  good  repair,  about  40/.  having  been  expended 
upon  them  in  1823. 

In  1820,  an  old  school-room,  which  stood  in  the  church-yard  of  the  parish 
church  of  Blackburn,  was  sold  by  the  governors,  under  the  provisions  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  for  rebuilding  that  church,  to  the  trustees  appointed  under 
the  Act,  for  850/.  which  sum  was  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  name 
of  the  accountant  general  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  and  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  1,245/.  8^.  Qd.  three  per  cent  consols,  the  dividends  on  which  were 
received  until  July,  1823.  In  August  in  that  year  this  stock  was  sold,  and 
the  produce  thereof,  being  1,016/.  Ws.'^d.  was  received  by  the  treasurer  of 
this  charity.  In  1820,  the  governors  agreed  to  purchase  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  J.  Feilden,  esquire,  his  lessee,  a plot  of  land  containing  4,610 
square  yards,  part  of  a meadow,  called  Bull  Meadow,  lying  near  Saint  Peter’s 
church,  in  Blackburn,  for  141  /.  2^.  5d.  (the  persons  interested  having  consented 
to  sell  the  same  at  a low  price  for  the  benefit  of  the  school),  and  a large  school- 
room has  been  erected  thereon,  towards  the  expense  of  which,  and  of  inclosing 
a yard  adjoining  to  it,  a sum  of  nearly  6OO/.  had  been  paid  at  the  time  of  our 
investigation,  and  it  was  expected  that  about  150/.  more  would  be  required  for 
these  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  purchase  money  of  the  land  near  Saint  Peter’s 
church.  The  purchase  money  had  not  been  then  paid,  nor  had  the  land  been 
conveyed  to  the  governors,  as  there  was  a small  part  of  it,  which  not  being 
required  for  the  site  of  the  school-room  and  yard,  it  was  proposed  to  re-sell  as 
building  land,  and  it  was  intended  that  only  so  much  of  the  land  should  be 
conveyed  to  the  governors,  as  it  was  necessary  to  retain  for  these  purposes.  It 
was  expected  that  by  this  re-sale,  a considerable  part  of  the  purchase  money 
would  be  repaid  to  the  charity. 

In  the  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  in  some  of  the  before  men- 
tioned donations  to  the  school,  it  is  mentioned  as  consistiftg  of  a head  master 
and  usher.  In  1801,  when  the  before  mentioned  agreement  was  made  with 
Mr.  Sudell,  relating  to  a part  of  the  school  property,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
governors,  that  the  interest  which  he  was  to  pay  for  the  sum  of  2,600/.  and  the 
rents  of  the  lands  to  be  received  by  him,  and  all  other  rents  and  profits  be- 
longing to  the  school  (the  emoluments  arising  from  entrance  money  and  cock 
pennies  excepted),  should,  after  deducting  so  much  as  the  governors  should 
think  necessary  for  the  repairs  of  the  school,  and  the  improvement  of  the  lands 
and  buildings  belonging  thereto,  be  divided  between  the  master  and  usher,  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  three,  and  paid  to  them  half  yearly  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
school.  For  some  years  previous  to  1819,  the  head  master  received  90/.  and 
the  usher  60/.  per  annum.  In  the  last  mentioned  year,  both  these  situations 
having  become  vacant,  and  the  funds  of  the  charity  being  in  a reduced  state,  in 
consequence  of  the  decrease  in  the  rents  of  the  lands  at  Dilworth,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  thereof  in  1816,  it  was  resolved  by  the  governors  to 
elect  a head  master  only,  and  to  defer  the  election  of  an  usher.  A master  was 
in  that  year  chosen  at  a salary  of  90/.  per  annum,  and  no  usher  has  since  been 
elected.  There  are  no  houses  belonging  to  the  charity  appropriated  to  the 
residence  of  the  master  or  usher. 
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The  ushers  as  well  as  the  head  masters  previously  to  1819,  appear  to  have 
been  usually  clergymen,  and  to  have  instructed  the  boys  under  their  care  in 
classical  learning.  At  an  early  period,  other  branches  of  education  seem 
to  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  governors  subordinately  to  the  main 
object  of  the  establishment ; for  we  find  that  by  certain  statutes  made  in  1597, 
for  the  regulation  of  this  school,  it  was  ordered  that  upon  days  and  times 
excepted  from  teaching,  and  also  upon  holidays  and  other  convenient  times, 
the  scholars  might  be  caused  by  the  schoolmaster  and  the  usher  to  learn  to 
write,  cast  accounts,  sing  or  such  like.  It  is  suggested  that  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  scholars,  if  there  was  at  this  time  combined  with  the  classical 
education  of  the  boys,  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  instruction  in  writing  and 
arithmetic  at  a moderate  expense.  The  income  of  the  charity,  including  an 
increase  of  10/.  a year  in  the  rent  of  the  land  at  Dil worth,  from  Candlemas, 
1826,  will  amount  to  rather  less  than  120/.  per  annum,  and  therefore  after  pay- 
ment of  the  master’s  salary  of  90/.  per  annum,  the  residue,  after  deducting  the 
necessary  expenses,  does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  provide  an  adequate 
salary  for  such  an  usher  as  has  been  usually  appointed.  When  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  erection  of  the  new  school-room,  &c.  shall  have  been  defrayed, 
the  mode  of  applying  the  surplus  beneficially  to  the  school,  and  conformably 
(as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit ) with  the  original  establishment,  will  be 
a proper  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  governoi's. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  there  were  about  30  boys  of  the  town  of  Black- 
burn and  its  neighbourhood  instructed  by  the  master  free  of  expense.  We 
are  informed,  that  a small  sum  is  usally  given  to  the  master  by  each  boy,  at 
Shrovetide,  under  the  name  of  a cockpenny,  but  that  this  payment  is  entirely 
voluntary,  and  that  the  school  is  considered  free  to  all  boys  as  grammar  scho- 
lars, without  any  limitation  as  to  the  place  of  their  residence. 

The  other  disbursements,  besides  the  schoolmaster’s  salary,  consist  of 
the  repairs  of  the  school-room,  and  occasionally  of  the  farm  buildings,  and 
of  a salary  of  2/.  25.  per  annum,  paid  to  the  treasurer  (who  is  one  of  the 
governors),  for  receiving  the  rents,  making  the  disbursements,  and  keeping 
the  accounts.  After  the  old  school-room  was  pulled  down,  and  before 
the  new  one  was  built,  the  boys  were  instructed  in  a room  rented  by  the 
governors  at  18/.  per  annum..  It  appears  from  the  books,  that  formerly  an 
annual  meeting  of  the  governors  was  held  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  and  that 
a treasurer  was  annually  elected  at  that  meeting.  Of  late  years,  meetings 
have  only  been  held  occasionally,  when  thought  necessary  for  transacting  the 
business  of  the  trust,  but  not  at  any  stated  periods,  and  the  same  person  has 
continued  to  hold  the  office  of  treasurer  for  several  years  successively.  The 
treasurer’s  accounts  are  examined,  either  by  the  governors  at  their  general 
meetings,  or  by  a committee  deputed  by  them  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Dixon 
Robinson,  the  present  treasurer,  has  held  that  office  since  1819.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  charity  having  exceeded  its  then 
reduced  income,  there  was  a balance  due  to  the  preceding  treasurer  of  67/.  Os. 
which  has  been  paid  to  him.  The  present  treasurer,  in  addition  to  the  rents 
has  received  the  produce  of  the  stock  sold  in  1823,  as  before  mentioned,  and 
there  remained  in  his  hands,  at  the  time  of  our  investigation,  a balance  of 
318/.  14  5.  3d.  which  would  be  considerably  reduced  by  the  payments  neces- 
sary for  the  completion  of  the  new  school-room,  and  the  purchase  of  the  site 
thereof. 

Poor’s  Stock. 

A sum  of  50/.  appears  to  have  long  existed  under  the  name  of  “ Poor’s 
Stock,”  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Blackburn.  It  is  probable  that  part  of 
this  sum  arose  from  a legacy  of  30/.  given  by  the  will  of  Ralph  Clayton,  pre- 
viously to  the  year,  1703,  for  the  benefit  of  old  and  decayed  parishioners  of 
that  parish,  and  the  residue  from  other  donations  to  the  poor  thereof. 

The  poor’s  stock  now  forms  part  of  a sum  of  I6O/. ; of  the  residue  of  which 
100/.  belongs  to  Sarah  Livesay’s  Charity,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be 
stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Blackburn,  and  10/. 
we  suppose  to  have  been  the  gift  of  John  Wollin,  hereinafter  mentioned.  This 
sum  of  160/.  appears  to  have  been  placed  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Starkie,  the  late 
vicar  of  Blackburn,  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Birley  and  Hornby  of  that  town, 
on  the  security  of  a promissory  note.  In  1823,  the  interest  on  this  money 
was  lowered  from  five  to  four  per  cent. 

The  interest  of  the  poor’s  stock  being  now  2/.  per  annum,  and  the  money 
Rep.  15.  C collecteti 
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collected  at  the  celebration  of  the  sacrament,  are  carried  to  an  account  kept  in 
the  names  of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  and  are  annually  divided  amongst 
the  several  townships  which  contribute  to  the  church  rates  of  Blackburn, 
(including  the  whole  of  the  parish,  except  the  chapelries  of  Great  Harwood, 
Samlesbury,  and  Walton  le  Dale),  according  to  the  proportions  of  such  contri- 
butions in  each  township. 

The  share  belonging  to  the  township  of  Blackburn,  is  given  by  the  vicar  and 
churchwardens  amongst  industrious  poor  persons  not  receiving  relief.  The 
other  shares  are  paid  over  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  respective 
townships,  and  are  stated  to  be  usually  applied  in  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  poor. 

Duckworth’s  Charity. 

In  an  old  book  relating  to  the  charities,  it  is  stated,  that  Widow  Duclcworth^ 
governess  of  the  poor,  left  405.  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  every  Good  Friday 
in  bread  for  the  poor  communicants,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  Richard 
Guest. 

It  is  probable,  that  this  small  donation  came  into  the  hands  of  the  church- 
wardens of  this  parish,  as  an  annual  sum  of  25.  6c?.  is  now  paid  out  of  the 
church  rates  to  the  poor  communicants  on  Good  Friday. 

Wollin’s  Charity. 


Wollin’s  Charity.  Qn  a benefaction  table  in  the  parish  church  of  Blackburn,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  Rev.  John  Wollin  gave  10/.  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  laid  out  in 
books.  It  appears  from  the  old  book,  that  the  interest  of  this  sum  .was, 
until  1790,  received  and  disposed  of  with  that  of  the  poor’s  stock,  above  men- 
tioned, and  that  in  1791  it  was  paid  to  the  vicar,  and  applied  by  him. 

We  apprehend,  that  this  sum  of  10/.  now  forms  part  of  the  I60/.  above 
stated  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Birley  and  Hornby.  For  the  last  few 
years,  the  interest  of  the  10/.  has  been  received  by  the  churchwardens,  as 
being  part  of  Sarah  Livesay’s  charity,  for  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the 
townships  of  Blackburn,  Livesay,  and  Pleasington  ; but  if  our  conjecture  is 
well  founded,  the  arrears  of  the  interest  from  1818  to  1825,  amounting  to 
31.  65.  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
churchwardens  of  Blackburn,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  that  sum,  and  the 
future  interest,  should  be  applied,  according  to  this  donor’s  intentions,  in 
providing  books  for  the  poor  of  the  parish. 
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Girls  Charity  School. 

William  Leyland,  esq.  by  his  will,  bearing  date  18th  July  1763,  gave  to 
Richard  Cardwell,  John  Shepherd,  and  Joseph  Feilden,  200/.  on  trust,  to  put 
forth  the  same  at  interest,  and  to  apply  such  interest  in  setting  on  foot  and 
promoting  a useful  and  well  ordered  charity  school,  after  the  pattern  of  that  in 
Kirkham,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  for  a competent  number  of  poor  girls 
belonging  to  the  town  of  Blackburn,  there  to  be  taught  and  instructed  by 
a mistress,  to  be  from  time  to  time  appointed  by  his  said  trustees,  in  reading, 
knitting,  sewing,  and  the  church  catechism,  needlework  and  spinning;  and 
also  to  be  there  provided  with  books,  wool,  woollen  yarn,  and  such  other 
necessaries  as  the  interest  of  the  said  200/.  would  allow  of,  at  the  discretion  of 
his  said  trustees ; and  for  perpetuating  and  ordering  the  said  charity,  he 
recommended  it  to  his  trustees  to  choose  two  other  persons  to  be  trustees  for 
the  said  charity  with  them ; and  that  such  trustees,  as  any  of  them  should 
depart  this  life,  should  from  time  to  time  elect  others  in  the  places  of  such 
as  should  die ; and  he  also  gave  to  the  same  trustees  60/.  upon  trust,  to  apply  50/. 
thereof  towards  building  a chapel  of  ease,  under  the  parish  church  of  Blackburn, 
within  or  very  near  to  the  same  township,  and  10/.  residue  thereof  towards 
erecting  a workhouse  for  the  poor  of  Blackburn  ; and  he  directed  that  interest 
for  both  the  said  sums  should  be  computed  from  the  time  of  his  decease,  and 
such  principal  and  interest  applied  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ; and  if  either  or 
both  the  said  works  should  not  be  completed  in  that  term,  that  his  trustees 
should  apply  the  said  principal  and  interest,  or  such  part  thereof  as  should 
not  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  towards  advancing  and  promoting 
the  said  charity  school. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  this  charity  school,  that  it  was  commenced 
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in  1764,  with  the  legacy  of  200/.  given  by  Mr.  Leyland,  and  262/.  IO5.  raised 
by  subscription  in  that  year,  and  that  various  other  legacies  and  contributions 
have  been  since  added  from  time  to  time.  Amongst  the  donations  the  following 
are  found,  with  others  of  less  amount : 


1764.  Joseph  Whalley 

John  Whalley  - 

John  Shepherd  ------ 

1786.  Joseph  Feilden  ------ 

1793.  Mr. and  Mrs.  Bertie  Markland  - - - - 

Joseph  Feilden’s  Legacy  - - - - - 

1796.  Part  of  the  residuary  property  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Smalley,  received  from  the  Rev.  Richard 
Perryn  ------- 

1807.  Mrs.  Feilden,  of  Halsmead  - - - 

1811.  Richard  Birley  ------ 

Mr.  Yates,  of  Bury  - - - - - 


£.  s. 
50  - 
50  - 
50  - 
100  - 
100  - 
100  - 


100  - 
100  - 
100  - 
50  - 


d. 
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It  also  appears  that  in  1772  the  sum  of  50/.  with  15/.  155.  for  interest 
thereon,  was  received  by  the  trustees,  as  being  Mr.  Leyland’s  legacy  to  the 
chapel,  which  had  lapsed  to  the  charity  school  in  the  November  preceding. 

In  1765,  Richard  Cardwell,  John  Shepherd,  and  Joseph  Feilden,  the 
trustees  appointed  by  Mr.  Leyland’s  will,  nominated  John  Feilden  and  John 
Thornton  to  be  trustees  with  them,  and  as  vacancies  have  since  occurred,  the 
surviving  trustees  have  appointed  others,  by  entries  in  the  account  book  of  the 
charity.  The  trustees  at  the  time  of  our  investigation  were  John  Hornby  and 
Joseph  Feilden,  esquires,  the  Reverend  John  William  Whittaker  (the  present 
vicar),  William  Maude,  and  John  Hargreaves,  esquires.  The  three  last  men- 
tioned gentlemen  had  acted  lately  as  trustees,  but  their  appointments  had  not 
been  entered  in  the  book. 

One  of  the  trustees  executes  the  office  of  treasurer,  which  is  usually  taken  by 
them  in  annual  rotation. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  in  1796  the  funds  of  the  charity  amounted 
to  1,130/.  which  sum  had  been  in  the  hands  of  various  persons  at  interest,  and 
that  in  July  in  that  year  part  thereof,  amounting  to  1,073/.  5s.  was  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  1,800/.  3 per  cent  consols,  to  which  stock  the  following  additions 
were  afterwards  made  : — 


1796,  with  £.60  was  purchased 


November 

1796.  - 

- 113  5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200  - 

- d“ 

August 

1798,  - 

- 48  13 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100  - 

- d“ 

April 

1800,  - 

- 127  1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200  - 

- d" 

August 

1812,  - 

- 290  14 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500  - 

- d" 

April 

1813,  - 

- 59  18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100  - 

- d“ 

£.100  3 per  cent  consols. 


Making  in  the  whole  £.  3,000. 


In  I8I7  the  whole  of  this  stock  was  sold  at  the  price  of  74  per  cent,  and 
produced,  after  deducting  commission,  2,2l6/.  5s.  which  with  the  addition  of 
some  dividends  then  due,  making  the  total  amount  2,339/.  95.  4t/.  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Birley  and  Hornby  of  Blackburn,  at  5 per  cent  interest, 
but  no  security  appears  to  have  been  given  by  them  for  this  money.  The 
amount  has  been  from  time  to  time  increased,  and  on  1st  January  1825,  was 
2,416/.  135.  ^d.  In  1823  the  interest  was  lowered  to  4<  per  cent. 

In  selling  the  stock  belonging  to  this  charity  in  I8I7,  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  object  of  the  then  trustees  to  avail  themselves,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
charity,  of  the  rise  which  had  then  taken  place  in  the  government  funds,  by 
obtaining  a larger  sum  than  had  been  invested,  and  by  augmenting  the  annual 
income.  We  cannot  but  think,  however,  that  the  propriety  of  this  measure  was 
questionable,  and  that  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  in  the  trustees  not  to 
have  parted  with  the  goveihiment  security  on  which  the  money  belonging  to  the 
charity  was  held.  At  all  events,  we  apprehend  that  this  money  ought  not  to 
remain  unsecured  in  the  hands  of  any  individuals,  how'ever  respectable,  and  that 
the  trustees  ought  to  invest  it  on  some  good  security. 

The  school,  which  is  situate  in  Thunder-alley,  Blackburn,  appears  to  have 
been  built  in  1764,  and  there  are  two  houses  adjoining  to  it,  one  of  which  is 
Rep.  15.  C 2 occupied 
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occupied  bv  the  schoolmistress,  and  the  other,  which  was  until  about  ten  years 
ago,  when  "the  national  system  was  introduced  into  this  school,  inhabited  by  an 
assistant  schoolmistress,  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  James  Hargreaves,  the 
master  of  the  national  school  of  Blackburn,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  9/.  the  tenant 
undertaking  to  repair  it,  to  which  amount  the  rent  was  raised  from  51.  in  1821, 
when  a sum  of  5Sl.  12  s.  was  expended  in  enlarging  the  house. 

In  addition  to  the  interest  of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Birley  and 
Hornby,  and  the  rent  of  the  last  mentioned  house,  a collection  is  made  at  the 
churches  of  Blackburn,  after  annual  sermons  preached  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school. 


In  this  school  90  girls  are  instructed  on  tbe  national  system,  in  reading, 
sewing,  and  knitting,  by  a schoolmistress,  who  receives  a salary  ofSO^.  per 
annum,  and  an  allowance  of  41.  for  firing.  In  1819  a part  of  the  school-room 
belonging  to  this  charity  was  partitioned  off,  and  appropriated  to  teaching  the 
boys  and  girls  of  the  Blackburn  national  school  (which  is  principally  supported 
by  voluntary  subscriptions),  and  from  that  time  a weekly  allowance  of  65., 
amounting  to  15/.  12s.  per  annum,  has  been  paid  from  the  funds  of  this  charity 
to  the  mistress  of  that  school.  An  annual  sum  of  4/.  Js.  is  paid  to  a master 
for  teaching  the  girls  to  sing  in  the  church. 

The  ninety  girls  are  annually  clothed,  and  books  are  provided  for  them.  The 
expense  of  clothing  and  books  in  1821  was  961.  9 s.  11  d. 

The  rest  of  the  disbursements  consist  of  the  repairs  of  the  school  and  school- 
mistress’s house,  and  a few  incidental  expenses.  A summary  of  the  accounts  for 
the  preceding  year  is  printed  and  distributed  at  the  time  when  the  sermons  are 
preached. 


The  total  of  the  expenditure  was,  for  1822 

— 1823 

— 1824 


£.  s.  d. 

- 167  17  11 
172  10  11 

- 15.5  2 4 


The  trustees  meet  twice  a year,  in  January  and  June,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  girls,  the  children  of  poor  persons  of  the  town  of  Blackburn,  to  fill  up 
vacancies.  In  January  1825,  nine,  and  in  June  in  the  same  year,  seventeen  girls 
were  thus  admitted.  In  January  1825  there  was  a balance  in  favour  of  the 
charity  of  20/.  15^.  6d. 


Poor’s  Lands,  com- 
prising the  Chari- 
ties of  Y ates,  Sudell, 
and  others. 


Poor’s  Lands,  comprising  the  Charities  of  Yates,  Sudell,  and  others. 

In  a book  relating  to  the  charities  of  Blackburn  there  is  entered  an  account 
(without  date)  of  poor  stock  belonging  to  the  town  of  Blackburn,  which  had 
come  into  the  hands  of  John  Holme,  vicar  of  the  parish,  since  the  time  of  his 
induction  to  the  vicarage  in  I706,  from  which  account  it  appears — 


That  William  Yates,  by  his  will,  in  1694,  gave  20/.  to  be  set  out  at  interest  by 
the  vicar  of  Blackburn,  the  churchwarden  of  the  same  town,  and  one  of  the 
most  honest  mercers,  or  fustian-men,  of  the  same,  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
yearly  disposed  of  among  the  most  indigent  and  necessitous  poor  of  the  said 
town  for  ever,  as  to  them  or  any  two  of  them  should  seem  meet,  the  same 
to  be  over  and  above  what  was  weekly  allowed  to  them  by  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor. 

That  Joseph  Yates,  esq.  and  his  sisters,  Mary  Moseley  and  Abigail  Drake, 
in  1696,  at  the  funeral  of  their  mother,  gave  10/.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  Blackburn. 


That  Joseph  Yates,  esq.  by  his  will,  bearing  date  21st  June  1?04,  gave  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Blackburn  town  10/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest 
by  them,  at  the  direction  of  the  vicar  of  Blackburn,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to 
the  most  needy  poor  people  in  the  said  town,  by  the  advice  and  direction  of 
the  vicar,  on  Saint  James’s  day  yearly. 

That  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  at  the  deatli  of  her  brother,  Francis  Price,  in  I7O6, 
gave  20/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  towm  of 
Blackburn,  by  the  vicar  and  two  of  the  most  honest  and  substantial  inhabitants 
thereof. 

That  Joseph  Yates,  of  Blackburn,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  8th  July  I7IO, 

gave 
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gave  100  /.  to  be  lent  out  at  interest  by  the  vicar  and  curate,  and  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial tradesmen,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Blackburn,  yearly, 
for  ever. 

That  William  Yates,  of  Blackburn,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  7th  of  May  I71 1» 
gave  105 1.  to  John  Holme,  clerk,  vicar  of  Blackburn,  William  Dickson,  clerk, 
curate  of  Blackburn,  and  John  Sudell,  to  the  intent,  that  they  and  the  survivor 
of  them,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  should  place  forth  the  same  at  interest, 
and  give  the  interest  of  100  thereof  yearly  on  the  day  of  his  death,  or  as  near 
afterwards  as  they  could  conveniently  meet,  to  so  many  poor  persons  inhabiting 
the  town  of  Blackburn,  whether  receiving  relief  or  not  from  the  overseers  of 
the  poor,  and  over  and  above  what  they  should  so  receive,  as  the  trustees 
should  think  most  necessitous;  and  the  interest  of  the  remaining  51  to  be 
spent  by  the  trustees  at  their  yearly  meeting,  for  distributing  the  interest  of  the 
100/.;  and  as  any  of  the  trustees  should  die  or  remove  out  of  the  township, 
he  ordered  the  others  to  choose  a new  one,  inhabiting  in  the  township,  the 
vicar  of  Blackburn  to  be  always  one  ; and  he  desired  that  they  should  give  the 
interest  of  the  100/.  to  honest  and  religious  poor  persons. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  court  roll  of  the  manor  of  Accrington,  bearing 
date  13th  April  1744,  that  Ann  Taylor,  James  Lang,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  in 
consideration  of  267/.  25.  being  money  given  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
Blackburn,  surrendered  a copyhold  messuage,  barn,  cottage  and  garden, 
and  several  closes,  containing  by  estimation  13  acres,  situated  in  Yate  Bank, 
within  the  forest  of  Rossendale,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Kenyon,  to  the 
use  of  John  Wallen,  Henry  Sudell,  and  William  Leyland,  and  their  heirs,'  in 
trust,  that  the  yearly  rent  should  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Blackburn,  by  the  said  surrenderers  and  their  successors,  trustees 
to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time,  pursuant  to  the  wills  of  Joseph  Yates 
and  Wdliam  Yates  and  others,  who  had  given  divers  sums^  for  the  use  of  the 
said  poor. 

In  the  above  mentioned  book,  it  is  stated,  that  the  purchase  money  of 
this  estate  arose  from  the  before  mentioned  charitable  donations,  and  that  the 
estate  was  afterwards  let  by  the  trustees  to  the  said  William  Kenyon  for  his 
life,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  11/.  10  5. 

John  Sudell,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  9th  February  1737>  as  appears  from 
a copy  thereof  in  the  Book  of  the  Charities,  directed  that  70/.  should  imme- 
diately after  his  decease,  be  put  out  at  interest,  or  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  in  the  names  of  John  Holme,  clerk,  vicar  of  Blackburn,  or  his  successors, 
his  son  Henry  Sudell,  and  his  sons-in-law  Henry  Feilden  and  John  Whalley, 
and  that  the  yearly  interest,  until  such  purchase  should  be  made,  and  after  such 
purchase,  the  clear  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  should  be  employed  as  follows  : 
10  5.  or  thereabouts,  part  thereof,  in  buying  yearly  two  new  bibles,  with  the 
common  prayer  therein,  which  he  directed  to  be  given  to  two  poor  children, 
born  and  inhabiting  within  any  part  of  the  parish  of  Blackburn,  as  to  his 
trustees  should  appear  to  be  the  most  proper  objects  of  charity,  and  best  to 
deserve  the  same.  And  he  directed,  that  the  residue  of  the  interest,  or  of  the 
rents  of  the  lands  to  be  purchased,  should  be  yearly  distributed  by  his  trustees,  by 
way  of  dole,  amongst  the  most  indigent  and  necessitous  poor  persons,  being  inha- 
bitants of  and  legally  settled  in  the  town  and  township  of  Blackburn,  not  receiving 
any  weekly  or  monthly  relief  frQin  the  said  township,  and  as  should  appear  to  his 
trustees  to  be  the  greatest  objects  of  charity,  but  so  as  not  to  ease  the  inha- 
bitants of  Blackburn  in  any  of  their  taxes  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  And  he 
empowered  his  said  son  and  sons-in-law,  by  will  or  note  in  writing,  to  appoint 
a person  to  succeed  each  of  them  in  the  said  trust ; and  that  such  new  trustees 
should  in  like  manner  appoint  their  successors,  and  that  the  trust  funds 
should  be  vested  in  the  persons  so  appointed,  and  the  vicar  of  Blackburn  for 
the  time  being. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  l6th  February  I762, 
Richard  Dewhurstand  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  210/.  conveved  to 
John  Sudell  and  John  Feilden,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement,  with 
a cottage  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  called  Southworth’s  tenement, 
and  the  several  closes,  called  the  Little  Meadow,  the  Higher  Croft  and  Bottom, 
the  Lower  Mill  Field,  the  Well  Field,  the  Witch  Croft,  the  New  Inclosure 
called  Whitehill  on  Mellor  Moor,  and  the  Wall  Field,  containing  in  the  whole, 
by  estimation,  13  acres,  customary  measure. 
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Blackburn.  And  by  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  bearing  date 
, — " l6th  July  1762,  the  said  John  Sudell  and  John  Feilden  conveyed  the  same 

^rising  th"e  ^ChaH-  J^^n  Wollin,  vicar  of  Blackbum,  Henry  Sudell  and 

tiesof  Yates,  Sudell,  Johii  Whalley,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  to  let  the  same  for  as  much  as  could  be 
and  others.  reasonably  got,  and  distribute  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  annually  amongst 

continued.  ^ most  industi'ious  and  labouring  poor  within  the  township  of  Blackburn,  in 
such  proportions  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever 
the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death,  to  two,  the  survivors  should 
elect  three  or  more  other  trustees,  inhabitants  of  Blackburn,  and  should  convey 
the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such  new  trustees  ; and  it  was  thereby 
declared,  that  of  the  sum  of  210/.  paid  for  the  purchase  of  these  premises,  13  1. 
was  given  by  one  Mr.  Mawdesley  and  '^01.  by  John  Sudell,  deceased,  to  the 
poor  of  Blackburn,  and  that  127^.  was  the  charitable  donation  of  the  said 
Henry  Sudell. 

A new  trustee  of  the  poor’s  lands  has  been  from  time  to  time  appointed  by 
the  vicar  and  the  surviving  trustees,  as  a vacancy  has  occurred,  by  entries  in 
the  book  in  which  the  accounts  are  kept ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  has 
been  any  surrender  of  the  copyhold,  or  conveyance  of  the  freehold  premises  to 
new  trustees,  since  the  time  when  they  were  respectively  purchased. 

The  present  trustees  are,  the  Vicar,  Henry  Sudell  and  Joseph  Feilden, 
esquires. 

The  poor’s  lands  consist  of — 

1.  — A copyhold  estate  called  Lang  House,  in  the  township  of  Yate  Bank, 
in  the  parish  of  Blackburn,  consisting  of  a house,  barn  and  garden,  and  several 
closes,  containing  in  the  whole,  as  appears  from  a plan  made  in  1815, 
10  a.  1 r,  24  p.  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  and  a half  to  the  perch,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Sharpies,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  36/.  per  annum, 
which  is  stated  to  be  the  full  value  of  the  premises.  At  the  time  of  our 
investigation  (July  1825)  there  was  an  arrear  of  rent  due  from  the  tenant, 
of  25/.  18  s. 

2.  — An  estate  in  the  township  of  Mellor,  called  South  worth  Green  Farm, 
consisting  of  a house  and  barn,  garden  and  several  closes,  containing  in  the 
whole,  according  to  a plan  made  in  1815,  10  a.  2r.  IOp.  customary  measure 
of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  in  the  occupation  of  Roger  Haydock,  at  a fair 
yearly  rent  of  28/.  The  tenant  is  allowed  13s.  7 d.  per  annum,  out  of  his 
rent,  being  three-fourths  of  the  rate,  imposed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament 
for  rebuilding  Blackburn  church,  which  three  fourths  are  charged  by  that  Act 
upon  the  landlord. 

The  buildings  on  both  farms  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  trustees,  and  are  in 
fair  condition.  In  1820,  a sum  of  31  /.  1 s.  was  paid  for  repairs  at  Lang  House, 
and  in  1819,  16/.  12^.  6d.  was  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  tithes  of  that 
estate. 

The  office  of  treasurer  appears  to  have  been  usually  held  by  one  of  the 
trustees,  during  several  successive  years,  but  it  is  intended  that  in  future  each 
of  them  should  hold  it  in  annual  rotation. 

With  the  rents  an  annual  distribution  of  money  and  blankets  is  made  on 
New  Year’s  day,  amongst  poor  persons  belonging  to  and  resident  in  the  town 
of  Blackburn,  assembled  for  that  purpose.  The  distribution  on  the  1st 
January  1825,  was  attended  by  Mr.  John  Ashton  Radcliffe,  as  the  agent  of 
Mr.  Sudell,  and  Mr.  George  Radcliffe,  as  the  agent  for  Mr.  Feilden,  the  vicar 
being  at  that  time  absent. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  accounts  of  that  distribution,  as  made  out 
by  Mr.  J.  A.  Radcliffe  for  Mr.  Sudell : — 


Received  from  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Whittaker  (the  vicar)  the  preceding  Treasurer,  | £.  s.  d. 


D“  for  Roger  Haydock’s  rent 
on  account  of  Henry  Shari 


1 1 


rent 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

26 

7 - 

£. 

63 

GO 

Distributed 
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Distributed  in  money  to  203  poor  persons,  belonging  to  and  resident  in  the 
town  of  Blackburn  - 

Paid  for  90  pair  of  blankets  distributed  on  the  same  day  - - - - 

Church  rates  and  allowances  to  tenant  - - - - - 

Balance,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  for  the  next  year  - - - 


15  - - 

39  15  - 
— 15  6 
8710 


£. 


63  18  4 
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The  meeting  on  New  Year’s  day,  is  usually  attended  by  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  of  Blackburn,  as  being  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  poor  of 
the  town. 

Livesay’s  Charity. 


Sarah  Livesay  by  her  will  (as  appears  from  an  extract  thereof  without  date, 
in  the  possession  of  the  vicar  of  Blackburn),  directed  her  executors  to  pay  to 
the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Blackburn,  100/.  upon  trust,  to  place  the 
same  out,  or  dispose  of  it  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  employ  the  interest 
towards  putting  forth  and  binding  an  apprentice  to  some  trade,  occupation  or 
craft,  such  poor  child  or  children  of  the  most  necessitous  inhabitants,  and  born 
within  the  town  of  Blackburn,  and  the  townships  of  Live.say  and  Pleasington, 
as  the  said  vicar  and  churchwarden  for  the  time  being,  and  the  owner  of  Live- 
say  Hall,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  whereof  the  owner  of  Livesay  Hall  should 
be  one,  should  in  their  judgment  think  fit,  in  the  course  following : first,  the 
township  of  Livesay ; secondly,  Blackburn  ; thirdly,  Livesay  j and  fourthly, 
Pleasington  ; and  so  by  such  turns  for  ever. 

This  legacy  of  100/.  forms  part  of  the  before-mentioned  sum  of  I60/.  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Birley  and  Hornby. 

During  the  life  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Starkie  (the  late  vicar),  the  interest  of 
this  legacy  was  received  and  disposed  of  by  him,  but  we  have  not  seen  any 
account  of  its  application  previously  to  his  death,  which  took  place  in  I8I9. 


Since  that  time,  the  churchwardens  of  Blackburn  have  received  the  following 
sums,  as  the  interest  on  110/.  the  whole  of  which  they  have  supposed  to  arise 
from  Miss  Livesay’s  gift ; but  we  apprehend,  as  we  have  already  stated,  that 
this  is  an  error,  and  that  10/.  thereof,  was  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  John  Wollin, 
for  providing  books. 


Five  years  interest  to  March  1 823,  at  5 per  cent 
Two  years  interest  to  March  1825,  at  4 per  cent 


£. 

s.  d. 

27 

10  - 

8 

16  - 

£. 

36 

6 - 

Livesay’s  Charity. 


Of  which,  51.  was  applied  in  1820,  in  apprenticing  a poor  child  of  Black- 
burn ; 5 1.  was  paid  in  1821,  to  the  overseer  of  Livesay,  and  5 /.  in  1823,  to  the 
overseer  of  Pleasington,  for  the  same  purpose,  in  their  respective  townships. 
The  premium  is  not  paid  till  the  indentures  are  signed. 

There  remained  therefore  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  a balance  due  from  the 
churchwardens,  of  21/.  6 -5.  of  which  we  conceive  that  SI.  65.  for  seven  years 
interest  of  10/.  is  applicable  to  providing  books  under  the  Rev.  J.  Wollin’s 
charity,  and  we  think  that  the  residue  ought  to  be  carried  by  the  churchwar- 
dens to  an  account  distinct  from  their  general  account  (which  has  not  hitherto 
been  done),  and  disposed  of  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  and  the  owners 
of  Livesay  Hall,  for  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the  three  above-mentioned 
townships,  in  the  course  pointed  out  by  Miss  Livesay.  The  present  owners  of 
Livesay  Hall,  are  William  and  Joseph  Feilden,  esquires. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  BALDEKSTONE. 


Charities  of  Ratcliff,  and  others. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I7S6  state,  that  Margaret  Ratcliff, 
about  100  years  before  that  time,  gave  land  for  poor  housekeepers,  vested  in 
the  overseers,  and  producing  2/.  125.  per  annum. 

There  are  two  cottages  in  this  township  under  one  roof,  with  a garden 
annexed  to  each,  and  about  half  an  acre  of  meadow  land,  the  whole  containing 
nearly  an  acre  (customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  which  are 
probably  the  premises  alluded  to  in  the  returns.  They  have  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  township  many  yeai\s,  and  the  rents  are  supposed  to  have 
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been  applicable  to  a distribution  to  the  poor  of  the  township  on  St.  Thomas’s 
day. 

About  27  years  ago  the  cottages  were  in  a ruinous  state,  and  fell  down  ; 
and  it  is  understood  in  the  township,  that  a sum  of  20/.  given  by  the  will  of 
Catherine  Ormerod  in  1733,  the  interest  of  which  she  directed  to  be  distributed 
to  poor  housekeepers  of  Balderstone,  a sum  of  20/.  stated  in  the  returns  of 

1786  to  have  been  given  to  the  poor  by Livesay,  and  a sum  of  7/.  10s. 

which  as  the  same  returns  state,  was  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  the  said 
Margaret  Ratcliff,  together  with  a sum  of  37  /.  part  of  a donation  of  Richard 
Calvert  in  I766,  to  provide  for  the  celebration  of  the  sacrament  in  Balderstone 
chapel,  were  expended  in  rebuilding  the  cottages ; and  it  is  stated,  that  an 
additional  sum  of  about  80/.  was  advanced  for  that  purpose  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township. 

Since  the  cottages  were  thus  rebuilt,  one  of  them,  with  the  garden  belonging 
to  it,  estimated  to  be  worth  about  4/.  4 s.  a year,  has  been  occupied  by  John 
Fenton,  the  clerk  of  Balderstone  chapel,  rent  free. 

The  other  cottage  garden  and  the  meadow  land,  were  let  about  nine 
years  ago,  to  William  Fenton,  at  a good  yearly  rent  of  10/.  who  underlet 
the  land  to  James  Baron,  at  Si.  10s.  per  annum. 

An  account  has  been  kept  by  John  Sowerbutts,  who  held  the  office  of 
overseer  of  the  poor  for  several  years  previous  to  1823,  of  the  receipt  of  the 
rents,  but  the  entries  in  this  account  do  not  appear  to  have  been  made  with 
much  regularity;  an  arrear  of  8/.  8s.  appears  to  have  been  due  from  William 
Fenton  four  or  five  years  ago,  but  latterly,  the  rent  of  the  house  let  to  him 
has  been  regularly  paid,  except  a small  arrear,  credit  being  given  to  him  for  an 
annual  sum  of  1/.  17 5.  which  he  pays  to  the  chapelwarden  to  buy  wine  for  the 
sacrament,  as  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  37/.  advanced  towards  building  the 
cottages,  arising  from  the  donation  of  Richard  Calvert,  before  mentioned. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  James  Baron  owed  7/*  for  two  years  rent  of  the 
land  held  by  him,  but  he  undertook  to  pay  this  arrear  without  delay. 

It  appeared  from  the  accounts  of  John  Sowerbutts,  that  there  was  a balance 
of  51.  15s.  due  from  him,  against  which  he  claimed  to  set  off  certain  sums 
which  he  had  expended  in  consequence  of  his  resistance  to  proceedings  in- 
stituted by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  to  remove  him  from  the 
situation  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  oblige  him  to  give  up  his  accounts  of 
these  charities,  but  it  did  not  appear  to  us  that  he  was  entitled  on  this  ground 
to  hold  back  the  balance  due  from  him  to  the  charities. 

The  clerk’s  occupation  of  the  above-mentioned  cottage  and  garden,  has  been 
considered  an  equivalent  for  a salary  of  3/.  a year,  which  he  previously  received 
from  the  township;  and  the  inhabitants  seem  to  have  thought  themselves  entitled 
to  apply  the  cottage  to  this  use,  as  a mode  of  paying  the  interest  of  the  sum 
advanced  by  them  towards  the  building. 

The  residue  of  the  rents,  after  the  allowance  of  the  above-mentioned  annual 
sum  of  1/.  175.  to  the  chapelwarden,  is  disposed  of  by  the  overseer  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  vestry,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  not 
receiving  relief,  in  sums  usually  varying  from  I5.  to  10^. 

The  whole  sum  which  the  present  overseer  had  received,  from  the  time  of  his 
coming  into  office  in  1823,  to  August  1825,  was  18/.  2 5.  Sd.  of  which  he  had 
thus  applied  I6/.  10 5.  \0d.  leaving  a balance  in  his  hands  of  1/.  11 5.  5 c/.  It 
is  desirable,  that  in  future  a regular  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure,  on 
account  of  these  charities,  should  be  kept,  and  annually  audited. 

Waterhouse’s  Charity. 

Michael  Waterhouse^  by  his  will,  bearing  date  20th  July  I7I6,  and  proved  at 
Chester  in  1719,  directed  that  his  messuage,  tenement,  and  closes  of  land  in 
Balderstone,  containing  15  a.  3 u.  15  p.  should  be  charged  with  the  yearly  rent 
or  sum  of  10 5.  to  the  poor  of  Balderstone,  from  the  day  of  his  decease  for 
ever,  and  that  it  should  be  divided  amongst  the  said  poor,  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Osbaldeston,  John  Gregson,  William  Ratclift',  Thomas  Turner,  and  by  his 
nephew,  Michael  Waterhouse,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever. 

It  appears  from  the  returns  of  I786,  that  this  small  annuity  was  then  paid  by 
Mr.  Calvert,  and  it  was  received  by  the  overseer  of  this  township  from  the 
tenant  of  an  estate  in  Balderstone,  called  Waterhouse,  late  the  property  of 
Mr.  Calvert,  deceased,  and  now  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson,  till  about  seven 

years 


21 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES. 

years  ago,  when  payment  was  refused  by  the  tenant  under  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Jackson’s  agent,  unless  some  authority  for  the  claim  could  be  shown. 

As  it  now  appears  clear  by  the  production  of  the  will  from  whence  the 
charge  arose,  and  as  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  identity  of  the  lands,  we 
conceive  that  the  annual  payment  of  IO5.  ought  to  be  resumed,  and  we  .have 
been  informed  by  the  agent  of  Mr.  Jackson,  that  the  tenant  has  been  directed 
to  make  this  payment. 

This  annuity,  when  received  by  the  overseer,  was  carried  to  the  same 
account  as  the  rents  of  the  cottage  and  land  before  mentioned,  and  disposed 
of  in  the  same  manner. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BILLINGTON. 

Poor’s  Land. 

' It  appeal's  from  a book,  commencing  in  I67I,  that  Richard  IVaddington 
bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  Billington  20  /.  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  four 
honest  men,  as  trustees,  towards  a stock,  for  the  most  impotent  poor  of  the 
said  town,  for  ever ; the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  said  poor  every  St.  Thomas’s 
day,  according  to  their  several  necessities,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees, 
and  that  the  following  donations  were  subsequently  added  to  this  stock : — 


1672.  Thomas  Braddyll  gave 

_ 

_ 

_ 

£. 

2 

s. 

1 0 

1672.  Ellen  Blackburn  _ - . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1G76.  Ann  Chew  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

1681  to  1687.  Sir  Edmund  Assheton  - 

- 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1682.  William  Chatburn  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1683.  William  Wood  _ _ . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1684.  Ellen  Pollard  - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

It  also  appears  from  the  same  book,  that  in  1715,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
trustees  to  lay  out  the  poor’s  stock,  with  some  accumulation  of  interest  thereon, 
in  a purchase  of  land  at  Dinkley  Moor  Gate ; and  the  land  appears  to  have 
been  so  purchased,  the  consideration  being  110/.  but  the  purchase  deeds  are 
not  now  to  be  found. 

The  minister  for  the  time  being  is  considered  a trustee  of  this  charity  ; three 
other  trustees,  owners  of  land  in  the  township,  have  been  appointed  from  time 
to  time  by  the  survivors,  as  vacancies  have  occurred  by  death. 

In  1779,  John  Smalley  gave  to  the  poor’s  stock  12/.  which  was  laid  out 
towards  the  building  of  a house  and  barn  on  the  charity  estate. 

This  estate  consists  of  a house  and  barn,  and  about  nine  acres  of  land  (cus- 
tomary measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  in  the  occupation  of  Edmund 
Clayton,  under  an  agreement  for  five  years  from  Saint  Thomas’s  day  1823, 
at  24/.  a year.  The  same  tenant  had  previously  held  the  premises  for  five 
years,  at  25/.  a year,  having  taken  them  by  tender.  Before  that  term,  the  rent 
was  30/.  having  been  raised  to  that  amount  in  1811,  from  18/.  The  letting  for 
the  present  term  was  by  private  agreement,  and  the  rent  is  considered  fail-. 
The  tenant  is  allowed  10 5.  out  of  his  rent  towards  the  repair  of  a road  which 
passes  through  the  land,  and  also  a deduction  for  three-fourths  of  a rate,  in 
re.spect  of  this  estate,  amounting  to  15i.  2c/.  per  annum,  to  which  portion  the 
land-owners  are  made  liable,  under  an  Act  for  building  a new  church  at 
Blackburn.  He  agrees  to  keep  the  buildings  in  repair,  and  they  are  stated 
to  be  in  good  condition. 

The  minister  and  the  other  trustees  meet  annually  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  and 
distribute  the  clear  amount  of  the  rent,  in  sums  varying  from  about  S s.  to  15  5., 
amongst  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  township  of  Billington,  according  to  the 
numbers  in  each  family,  and  their  necessities.  Such  as  receive  regular  weekly 
relief  are  entirely  excluded  from  the  charity  ; but  if  a poor  person  in  the  course 
of  the  year  has  had  occasional  relief  from  the  overseers,  amounting  to  less  than 
what  the  trustees  consider  that  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  as  his 
portion  of  the  charity,  so  much  is  given  to  him  as  is  sufficient  to  make  up  the 
difference. 

We  are  informed  that  the  distribution  has  been  extended  to  sqme  persons, 
who  from  the  state  of  their  circumstances  ought  not  to  have  been  treated  as 
objects  of  the  charity.  We  have  suggested,  that  in  future  those  only  should 
be  permitted  to  partake  of  it,  who  although  not  receiving  regular  relief  from 
the  townshij)  may  be  considered  as  coming  within  the  description  of  impotent 
poor,  for  whose  benefit  the  stock  appears  to  have  been  originally  formed. 
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School. 

In  the  before-mentioned  book  relating  to  the  charities  of  the  township  of 
Billington,  there  is  a memorandum  which  appears  to  have  been  made  in  1743, 
stating,  that  Mrs.  Mary  Nightingale  gave  10 1.  to  the  township  of  Billington,  the 
interest  to  be  applied  for  the  teaching  to  read  and  the  instructing  of  poor  children 
belonging  to  the  said  township  in  the  Protestant  religion,  and  that  Robert 
Hay  hurst,  who  was  chosen  a trustee,  and  had  appointed  Dr.  Chew  and  another 
person,  to  be  co-triistees  with  him,  had  placed  the  10/.  out,  with  money  of 
his  own. 

No  further  account  is  found  of  the  disposal  of  this  money,  but  it  is  under- 
stood, that  it  was,  with  some  addition  made  by  the  families  of  Braddyll  and 
Assheton,  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  reversion  of  some  fields  in  Great 
Harwood,  then  under  leases  for  lives.  A sale  of  the  property  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, belonging  to  Alexander  Nowell,  esquire,  by  whom  these  leases  were 
granted,  is  stated  to  have  taken  place  about  50  years  ago.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  purchase  deeds  relating  to  these  fields,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
solicitor  at  Blackburn,  since  deceased,  but  no  documents  are  now  to  be  found, 
except  the  two  leases,  which  bear  date  2d  May  1763. 

By  one  of  these  leases,  the  said  Alexander  Nowell,  in  consideration  of 
12/.  125.  demised  to  Leonard  Leigh  a close  called  White  Carr  Field  on  Har- 
wood Moor,  in  Great  Harwood,  containing  3 a.  1r.  28p.  customary  measure 
of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  for  the  lives  of  Margaret  and  John,  the  son  and 
daughter  of  the  lessee,  and  Elizabeth  Smalley,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  18  5.  of 
whom  John  Leigh  and  Elizabeth  Smalley  (now  Elizabeth  Hindle),  are  still 
living. 

By  the  other  lease,  the  said  Alexander  Nowell,  in  consideration  of  13/. 
demised  to  Robert  Cunliffe,  two  closes  called  the  Lower  New  Field,  and  the 
Higher  New  Field  on  Harwood  Moor  in  Great  Harwood,  containing  5 a.  & 26 p. 
of  the  like  customary  measure,  to  Robert  Cunliffe,  for  the  lives  of  three  persons, 
the  last  of  whom  died  about  two  years  ago,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  1 /.  5s. 

The  rent  of  185.  reserved  by  the  first-mentioned  lease,  is  now  received  by 
the  master  of  this  school.  The  field  thereby  demised,  is  now  called  Lee 
Pit  Field,  and  is  stated  to  be  worth  51.  or  6/.  per  annum.  Upon  the  death 
of  the  last  person,  on  whose  life  the  other  two  fields,  now  called  CunliflTe’s 
Fields,  was  held  about  two  years  ago,  they  were  let  by  the  schoolmaster 
with  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Poor’s  Land,  to  James  Feilden  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  11 5.  per  annum,  which  the  schoolmaster  now  receives. 

Some  years  ago,  the  tithes  of  these  fields  were  purchased  for  12/.  155. 
for  which  purpose  some  timber  was  cut  upon  them  and  sold,  and  the  rest 
of  the  purchase  money  was  paid  by  James  Taylor,  esquire.  The  lessee  of  the 
first-mentioned  field  pays  5s.  6d.  per  annum  for  the  tithes  thereof  in  addition 
to  his  rent.  The  other  two  fields  are  let  tithe  free. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  31st  January  1811,  George  Fetre,  esquire,  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Billington,  granted  to  the  Rev.  George  Wearing,  incumbent 
of  the  chapel  of  Lango,  James  Taylor,  and  John  Harper,  and  their  heirs,  a plot 
of  ground  in  Billington,  lately  part  of  a close  called  Well  Croft,  containing  in 
the  whole  144  square  yards,  and  a house  lately  erected  thereon,  on  trust,  to 
pay  the  clear  rents  and  profits  to  the  master  of  the  school  at  Lango,  so  long 
as  he  should  conduct  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  trustees ; and  in  case 
of  dissatisfaction,  then  for  the  advancement  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  school ; 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  said  trustees  should  meet  annually  on  the  21st  of 
December,  at  the  school,  and  make  such  orders  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the 
master,  and  the  management  of  the  property  of  the  said  school,  as  they  should 
think  fit ; and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  whenever  the  office  of  schoolmaster 
should  be  vacant,  the  said  trustees  should  appoint  another  fit  person,  being 
a Protestant,  of  good  reputation,  to  teach  youth  and  children  in  the  said  school ; 
and  it  was  provided,  that  when  any  of  the  trustees  should  die,  or  become  inca- 
pable of  acting,  or  decline  to  act,  the  rest  of  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  should  by  writing,  appoint  some  other  person  to  be  a trustee. 

Of  the  trustees  named  in  this  deed,  Mr.  James  Taylor  and  Mr.  John  Harper 
are  the  present  survivors. 

The  house  mentioned  in  the  deed,  was  built  by  subscription,  on  the  land 
given  for  that  purpose,  by  Mr.  Petre,  the  residue  of  which  forms  a smai  garden. 
These  premises  are  occupied  rent  free  by  the  schoolmaster. 
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In  1796,  100/.  part  of  the  residue  of  the  personal  estate  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Smalley,  bequeathed  by  her  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, was  appropriated  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  this  school,  and  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  184-/.  three  per  cent  consols,  which  stock  was  vested  in  the  names 
of  Abraham  Chew,  Adam  Cottam,  and  John  Smalley,  of  whom  Adam  Cottam 
is  now  the  survivor.  The  dividends,  which  amount  to  51,  10^.  4t/.  per  annum, 
are  received  by  the  schoolmaster. 

The  whole  income  received  by  him  from  these  charities,  consists  of — 
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In  respect  of  which,  and  of  the  premises  in  his  occupation,  he  instructs  in 
a room  over  the  porch  of  the  chapel  of  Lango,  in  the  township  of  Billington, 
six  poor  children  of  that  township,  in  reading  and  writing,  gratis,  and  ten  or 
twelve  other  children,  for  whose  education  he  is  paid. 

The  acting  trustees  of  the  poor’s  land  have  been  considered  trustees  of  this 
school,  and  have  appointed  the  free  children ; but  as  there  are  trustees  re- 
gularly appointed  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  it  may  be 
convenient  that  the  latter  should,  in  the  absence  of  the  documents  relating  to 
the  lands  in  Great  Harwood,  act  with  the  minister  of  the  chapel  of  Lango,  for 
the  time  being,  in  the  general  management  of  the  school  property ; and  it 
appears  to  us,  that  whenever  a new  appointment  of  trustees  shall  take  place, 
under  the  deed  of  1811,  farther  inquiries  ought  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  (if  possible)  in  whom  the  legal  estate  in  the  premises  at  Great 
Harw'ood  is  vested,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  school  lands  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  same  trustees.  It  is  also  desirable,  that  the  stock  in  the  three  per  cent 
consols  (of  which  there  is  only  one  surviving  trustee)  should  be  transferred  into 
the  names  of  new  trustees. 

As  the  income  of  the  schoolmaster  has  been  considerably  improved  by  the 
re-letting  of  two  of  the  fields  of  Great  Harwood,  and  as  the  lease  on  which 
the  other  field  is  held  may  be  expected  to  terminate  within  a few  years,  it  is 
a fit  subject  for  consideration,  whether  the  number  of  free  children  in  the  school 
ought  not  to  be  proportionably  increased. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  OVER  DARWEN. 

Smalley’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Mary  Smalley,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  l6th  September  1794,  gave  to  Over  Darwen. 
the  churclwardens  of  Over  Darwen  for  the  time  being,  a yearly  rent  of  1 /.  1 s.  - — 

payable  to  her  and  her  heirs  for  a term  of  999  years,  from  2d  February  1791,  Smalley  s Chai ity, 
by  virtue  of  a deed  lately  made,  in  consideration  of  a demise  of  part  of 
a tenement  in  Over  Darwen,  called  White  Hall,  to  be  laid  out  in  linen  cloth 
annually,  which  should  be  distributed  amongst  such  poor  of  that  place,  and  in 
such  way  as  they  should  think  most  proper. 

Although  this  donation  was  void  by  the  Act  of  9 George  2d,  e.  36,  the  annual 
.sum  of  1 /.  1 j.  has  been  paid  to  the  chapelwarden  of  Over  Darwen,  and 
distributed  by  him  in  linen,  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry  •, 
but  this  distribution  has  not  been  regularly  made  in  each  year,  and  at  the  time 
of  our  inquiry  (July  182.5)  there  were  some  arrears  undistributed. 


TOWNSHIP  Of  GREAT  HARWOOD. 

Poor’s  Land. 

It  is  stated  in  an  ancient  book  relating  to  the  charities  at  Harwood,  and  Great  Harwood, 
commencing  in  I69I,  that  Sir  Edmund  Assheton  had  before  that  time  given  ^ 

30/.  as  a common  stock  lor  the  advantage  of  the  poor  in  Great  Harwood,  the  ^ ' 

interest  to  be  annually  distributed  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  at  the  discretion  of 
certain  trustees  therein  mentioned. 

To  this  stock  some  further  benefactions  were  probably  added,  as  it  appears 
that  the  interest  which  was  distributed  to  the  poor,  amounted  in  lD91  to  2/. 
and  was  afterwards  gradually  increased  up  to  the  year  1742,  when  it  amounted 
to  4/.  9s.  .Sc/.  The  only  account  we  have  of  any  benefaction  between  1601  and 
1742,  is  of  a legacy,  given  by  the  will  of  Edzcard  Mercer,  bearing  date  iCth 
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April  1726,  who  after  bequeathing  50/.  to  the  school,  as  hereafter  mentioned, 
left  10/.  to  be  added  to  the  poor  stock. 

There  is  another  memorandum  at  the  end  of  the  same  book,  dated  in  I7GI, 
stating,  that  Mary  Nightingale,  in  her  life-time,  gave  173/.  which  was  laid  out 
in  purchasing  the  Dole  House  estate,  and  that  she  appointed  to  be  distributed 
at  Harwood  chapel,  every  Sabbath  day,  14  two-penny  wheaten  loaves  to  poor 
people  belonging  to  the  said  township,  not  having  a weekly  or  other  allowance 
from  the  townshij),  and  to  heads  of  families,  that  shondd  come  to  church  for  them, 
and  not  to  any  one  else,  except  they  were  not  well,  or  old  and  impotent,  and 
could  not  come  there.  And  it  is  further  stated,  that  she  appointed  the 
Rev.  John  Smith,  curate  of  Harwood,  and  three  others,  trustees  for  this  bene- 
faction, and  also  for  her  gift  to  the  school,  with  power  to  apj)oint  others,  as 
often  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  so  on  to  futurity. 

The  Dole  House  estate,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  memorandum,  (as 
appears  by  a copy  of  the  court  roll  of  the  Forest  of  Pendle),  was  surrendered 
on  the  18th  January  1743,  by  James  Varley,  and  Mary  his  wife,  in  con- 
sideration of  222/.  65.  by  the  description  of  a messuage  and  tenement  and 
other  buildings  thereunto  belonging,  called  the  Dole  House,  and  eleven 
closes  thereunto  belonging,  called  by  the  several  names  therein  mentioned, 
and  also  three  other  closes  therein  named,  situate  within  Roughlee  Booth  in 
the  said  forest,  to  the  use  of  John  Smith,  Daniel  Bentley,  Alexander  Mercer, 
and  Thomas  Turner,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  thereunder  written,  viz.  That 
the  said  John  Smith  and  others,  being  four  of  the  most  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  township  of  Harwood,  and  the  survivor  of  them  and  his  heirs,  should  be 
for  ever  seised  of  the  said  premises,  first,  for  paying  to  them,  27/.  6s.  part  of 
the  consideration  money  advanced  by  them,  being  the  money  or  town  stock  of 
the  said  township,  and  all  necessary  charges,  and  afterwards  for  the  perpetual 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township  of  Harwood  for  ever. 

As  it  appears  from  the  memorandum  subsequently  made  in  the  charity  book, 
that  of  the  sum  of  222/.  65.  the  consideration  for  this  purchase,  173/.  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Nightingale,  there  would  remain  49/.  65.  only  to  be  accounted  for,  and 
of  this  sum  Q!JI.  65.  is  stated  at  the  foot  of  the  copy  of  court  roll,  to  have  been 
the  town’s  stock.  It  appears  however,  that  before  this  purchase  was  made, 
30/.  had  been  given  by  Sir  Edmund  Assheton,  as  already  mentioned,  and  in 
the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1736,  it  is  stated,  that  in  1737>  Thomas 
Cockshut  gave  50/.  to  the  })oor.  It  does  not  appear  how  these  sums  were  dis- 
posed of;  and  after  the  purchase  of  the  Dole  House  estate,  nothing  is  entered 
in  the  charity  book  as  having  been  distributed  beyond  the  rent  of  the  estate, 
until  17-57»  hi  which  year  1 /.  11 5.  6d.  is  accounted  for  as  having  been  received 
for  interest.  This  interest  is  probably  referable  to  a sum  of  20/.  stated  in  the 
returns  made  to  Parliament,  to  have  been  given  by  Alexander  Mercer,  in  17-56, 
and  a sum  of  10/.  there  stated  to  have  been  given  in  the  same  year,  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Feilden. 

It  appears  from  subsequent  entries  in  the  charity  book,  that  in  I766,  there 
was  belonging  to  the  poor,  a sum  of  40/.  IO5.  which  prabably  included  the  two 
last-mentioned  donations.  This  sum  of  40/.  10.s.  together  with  64/.  belonging 
to  the  school,  and  29/.  belonging  to  the  minister,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  certain  closes  in  Great  Harwood,  formerly  called  the  Moor  Fields,  but 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  School  Lands,  and  there  was  then  left 
the  further  sum  of  4/.  belonging  to  the  poor,  in  Thomas  Taylor’s  hands. 

AVe  could  not  discover  in  whose  custody  the  conveyance  of  these  premises  is 
placed,  but  in  the  existing  lease,  which  was  granted  in  1808,  they  are  described 
as  having  been  conveyed  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  4th 
and  5th  of  August  I766,  by  Alexander  Nowell,  esquire,  to  the  Rev.  John 
Smith,  Alexander  Mercer,  Thomas  Mercer,  Thomas  Turner,  and  William 
Aspden  and  their  heirs.  And  in  a memorandum  at  the  end  of  the  charity 
book,  the  rent  amounting  to  6/.  is  thus  apportioned  : — 


To  school,  in  respect  of 
Poor 
Church 


£ s.  d. 
64  - - 
40  10  - 
29  - - 


£ s.  d. 
2 17  G 
116  6 
1 G - 


> 


4-  >33  10  - 


£.  G - - 


In 


Lancaster.]  LOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  2.5 


In  the  same  book,  there  is  a further  memorandum,  dated  in  1815,  which  states, 
that  in  1811,  5/.  which  had  been  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  for  the  use  of 
the  poor,  and  I L part  of  the  gift  of  Richard  Walmsley  for  the  same  use,  was 
expended  in  purchasing  the  tithes  of  the  Dole  House  estate. 

The  whole  income  now  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  consists  of 
the  rent  of  the  Dole  House  estate,  interest  for  the  sum  of  9/.  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  the  tithes  of  that  estate,  and  a proportion  of  the  rent  of  the 
Moor  Fields  in  Great  Harwood. 

The  incumbent  of  the  chapelry  for  the  time  being,  and  three  other  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  are  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  entries  in  the  charity 
book,  act  as  trustees  in  letting  the  Dole  House  estate,  and  in  the  disposal 
of  the  whole  income  applicable  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

The  Dole  House  estate,  consisting  of  a farm  house  and  cottage,  a barn  and 
other  buildings,  and  about  14  acres  of  land,  (customary  measure  of  seven 
yards  to  the  perch),  situate  in  Roughlee  Booth,  was  let  to  Thomas  Stuttard 
for  21  years  from  the  5th  of  April  1809,  at  a fair  rent  of  25/.  the  tenant 
covenanting  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  and  upon  the  purchase  of  the 
tithe  in  1811,  he  agreed  to  pay  15  5.  yearly,  in  addition  to  his  rent,  on 
account  of  the  tithes.  The  lease  granted  to  Stuttard  has  since  been  given 
up,  with  the  consent  of  the  acting  trustees,  to  John  Blakey,  the  present 
occupier. 

In  1822  it  was  found  necessary  to  repair  the  main  timbers  of  the  house  ; and 
15 /.  was  advanced  by  the  trustees  towards  that  expense,  the  tenant  having 
agreed  to  pay  the  further  sum  of  1 /.  IO5.  per  annum  on  account  thereof. 
This  additional  rent  is  applied  towards  the  repayment  of  the  sum  so 
advanced. 

The  premises,  called  the  Moor  Fields,  are  let  on  lease,  bearing  date  1st  Sep- 
tember 1 8O8  ; whereby  reciting,  that  John  Ellison  had  lately,  at  his  own  expense, 
erected  a dwelling-house  and  other  conveniences  upon  the  premises,  called  the 
School  lands,  Alexander  Mercer,  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Thomas  Mercer  (who 
is  there  stated  to  have  been  the  last  surviving  trustee  of  the  said  lands),  and  the 
Reverend  William  Barton,  of  Great  Harwood,  being  described  as  the  then 
acting  trustees,  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  so  incurred,  demised  the 
said  lands  to  the  said  John  Ellison,  by  the  following  description  ; six  closes 
in  Great  Harwood,  formerly  part  of  a close,  called  the  Great  Rough,  contain- 
ing, by  estimation,  6a.  1 r.  15p.  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the 
perch,  and  the  messuage  thereon  Jately  erected  as  aforesaid  ; all  which  premises 
were  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  4th  and  5th  August  I766, 
conveyed  by  Alexander  Nowell,  esquire,  to  the  Rev.  John  Smith,  Alexander 
Mercer,  Thomas  Mercer,  Thomas  Turner,  and  William  Aspden,  and  their  heirs, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  school  of  Great  Harwood,  and  also  a liberty  of  a way  or 
road  lately  purchased  for  the  convenience  of  the  occupiers  of  the  said  premises, 
for  horses,  carts,  &c.  over  certain  closes  belonging  to  James  Smalley,  for  the 
term  of  30  years  from  2d  February  then  next,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6/.,  with 
a covenant  by  the  lessee,  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair. 

The  right  of  way  mentioned  in  the  lease,  was  purchased  of  James  Smalley, 
for  the  term  of  999  years,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  trustees,  Alexander 
Mercer,  and  the  Rev.  William  Barton,  in  consideration  of  20/.  by  indenture, 
bearing  date  15th  June  1808. 

This  lease  having  been  granted  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  which  had 
been  previously  incurred  by  the  lessee  in  building,  and  which  exceeded  2.50/., 
and  also  in  consideration  of  his  having  paid  the  sum  of  20/.  for  the  purchase 
of  the  right  of  way  above-mentioned,  the  terms  of  the  lease  are  considered  to 
have  been  fair. 

- The  present  acting  trustees  for  these  premises,  are  Thomas  Mercer,  as  the 
heir  of  Alexander  Mercer,  mentioned  in  the  lease  above  abstracted,  and  the 
Rev  Robert  Dobson,  as  the  incumbent  of  the  chapelry. 

■ Of  the  rent  of  6/.  the  sum  of  3/.  25.  ^Sd.  is  carried  to  the  same  account  as 
the  rent  of  the  Dole  House  estate  ; from  this  account  there  is  paid  1 /.  65.  to 
the  minister,  for  his  share  of  the  rent  of  the  Moor  Fields,  and  61.  1 5.  'l<d.  is  paid 
to  a baker,  for  providing  14  two-penny  loaves,  every  Sunday,  which  are,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  Mrs.  Nightingale,  given  away  at  the  chapel,  by  the 
minister  'or  one  of  the  trustees,  to  the  poor  who  attend  divine  service,  or  are 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  age  or  sickness. 
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Out  of  the  residue  a few  trifling  expenses  are  paid,  and  the  rest  is  distributed 
in  vestry,  on  the  day  after  Christmas-day,  amongst  the  poor,  in  sums  varying 
from  1 s.  to  35.  according  to  a list  made  out  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  held 
on  Saint  Thomas’s  eve.  At  this  meeting  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year 
are  examined  and  signed. 

School. 

There  is  in  this  township  a school-room,  with  a small  garden  adjoining,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  given  for  this  purpose,  by  Alexander  Nowell,  esquire. 

The  endowment  is  derived  from  the  following  benefactions : — 

Edtward  Mercer,  by  will,  dated  April  l6th,  1726,  reciting,  that  there  was  due 
to  him  a debt  of  60/.,  bequeathed  50/.  thereof  to  Thomas  Hesketh  and  Roger 
Nowell,  and  their  heirs,  and  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Great 
Harwood,  and  their  successors,  upon  trust,  that  they,  their  heirs  and  successors 
respectively,  should  be  for  ever  trustees,  and  place  the  same  out,  and  pay  the 
interest  thereof  to  such  schoolmaster  as  should  teach  in  the  school-house 
erected  by  Col.  Nowell,  in  Great  Harwood,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  so 
many  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Great  Harwood,  as  to  his  trustees  should 
seem  convenient,  and  should  be  by  them  appointed  to  be  taught  and  instructed  ; 
and  the  remaining  10/.  he  gave  to  be  added  to  the  poor  stock,  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  Great  Harwood. 

This  legacy  of  50/.  together  with  the  further  sum  of  14  /.  belonging  to  the 
school,  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in  1766,  with  other  money,  in  the  purchase 
of  the  Moor  Fields,  as  already  stated  under  the  preceding  head. 

The  sum  of  14/.  is  supposed  to  have  arisen  wholly  or  in  part  from  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Nightingale,  with  respect  to  which  there  is  an  entry  in  the  charity 
book,  under  the  date  of  I76I,  stating,  that  she  gave  a sum  (the  amount  not 
being  mentioned),  to  be  put  out  by  her  trustees,  and  the  interest  to  be  paid  to 
the  schoolmaster  in  Great  Harwood,  provided  that  he  should  teach  two  such 
poor  children  of  the  township,  as  her  trustees  should  think  fit  to  place  there 
from  time  to  time  ; and  that  she  appointed  the  Rev.  John  Smith,  curate  of 
Harwood,  and  three  others,  trustees,  with  power  to  appoint  others  as  often  they 
should  think  fit.  The  present  acting  trustees  are  the  Rev.  Robert  Dobson,  as 
incumbent  of  the  chapelry,  and  Thomas  Mercer,  as  the  heir  of  Thomas 
Mercer,  deceased,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  survivor  of  the  trustees, 
originally  appointed. 

William  Hindle,  by  will,  dated  22d  February  1820,  and  proved  at  Chester, 
the  same  year,  bequeathed  to  the  minister  of  the  chapel  of  Great  Harwood, 
Richard  Grimshaw  Lomax,  James  Taylor,  Adam  Cottam,  and  Lawrence  Hal- 
sted,  150/.  upon  condition  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Great  Harwood, 
should,  within  12  months  after  notice  of  his  bequest,  raise  and  appropriate  the 
further  sum  of  150/.  upon  the  same  trusts  ; and  he  directed  that  the  interest  or 
produce  of  the  said  legacy  of  150/.  should  be  applied  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the 
master  of  the  school  in  Great  tiarwood,  late  the  property  of  Alexander  Nowell, 
esquire. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  31st  July  1821,  between  Lawrence  Halsted, 
Joseph  Massey,  and  James  Clegg,  executors  of  the  said  testator,  of  the  one  part ; 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  Dobson  and  the  other  legatees,  of  the  other  part ; reciting 
the  will  of  William  Hindle,  as  above  abstracted  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  township,  had  within  the  period  directed,  raised  the 
further  sum  of  150/.  which  sum,  together  with  the  legacy  of  150/.  had  been 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  said  trustees;  it  was  agreed  between  the  said  parties, 
that  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors,  to  be  nominated  as  therein  after 
mentioned,  should  stand  possessed  of  the  said  monies,  upon  trust,  to  lay  the 
same  out  upon  government  or  real  securities,  and  to  pay  and  apply  the  yearly 
proceeds  thereof  from  time  to  time,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster  of 
the  school  in  Great  Harwood,  in  augmentation  of  his  salary ; and  it  was  pro- 
vided, that  when  any  one  of  the  trustees,  except  the  minister,  should  die  or 
decline  to  act  in  the  trusts,  the  rest  of  the  trustees  should  appoint  another 
person  in  his  place,  and  that  the  minister  of  the  said  chapel  should  always  be 
one  of  the  trustees,  and  should  cease  to  be  so  on  ceasing  to  be  minister;  that 
a meeting  of  the  trustees  should  be  holden  at  the  said  school,  or  some  other 
place,  on  every  20th  of  December,  or  some  other  convenient  day  within 
a month  afterwards,  at  which  the  accounts  should  be  audited  and  settled,  the 
Jllfairs  of  the  trust  considered  and  determined  upon,  and  all  vacancies  in  the 
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number  of  trustees  filled  up  ; that  whenever  the  number  of  trustees  named  in 
the  trust  deed  should  be  reduced  to  three,  a new  deed  should  be  prepared  and 
executed ; and  a power  was  given  to  the  trustees  to  reimburse  themselves 
their  expenses  in  the  execution  of  the  trust. 

The  sum  of  150/.  which  was  added  to  Hindle’s  legacy,  was  raised  by 
subscription;  the  whole  sum  collected  amounted  to  I7I/.  19^.  6c/.  out  of 
which  13/.  2s.  4>d.  was  paid  for  the  expenses  of  the  trust  deed,  and  the  residue 
beyond  the  150/.  before  mentioned,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  incumbent, 
with  directions  to  dispose  of  it  to  any  charitable  purposes  he  should  think  fit. 

The  sum  of  300  /.  is  placed  in  the  Savings  Bank  at  Accrington,  in  the  names 
of  James  Taylor,  Richard  Lomax,  and  Adam  Cottam. 

The  interest  of  this  sum  at  per  cent,  amounting  to  12/.  15  s.  per  annum, 
with  the  share  of  the  rent  of  the  Moor  Fields,  21.  s.  6c/.  makes  up  the  whole 
income  15/.  12  s.  6d. 

Of  this  sum,  15/.  is  paid  to  a schoolmaster,  (the  residue  being  retained  for 
the  payment  of  casual  expences).  The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the 
persons  who  act  as  the  trustees  for  the  Moor  Fields  ; and  in  respect  of  this 
income,  he  teaches  twelve  poor  children  to  read,  without  any  charge,  according 
to  an  agreement  made  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  in  January 
1824.  These  children  are  nominated  by  the  incumbent  and  Mr,  Mercer;  and 
two  of  them  are  considered  as  being  sent  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Nightingale’s  bene- 
faction. For  other  children,  the  master  makes  his  own  terms  ; he  has  on  the 
whole  about  fifty  scholars. 
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Charities  of  Blore  and  others. 

George  Blore,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  March  1730,  directed  that  33/. 
that  was  Mr.  Hothersall’s,  should  lie  there  till  it  was  40/.  and  then  that  the 
interest  should  go  to  the  poor  of  Livesay  ; the  heads  of  the  town  to  take  care 
of  it;  and  that  the  interest  of  another  sum  of  40/.  should  go  to  the  poor  of 
Livesay  and  Tockholes. 

It  appears,  from  a list  of  benefactions  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  produced 
to  us,  and  stated  to  have  been  copied  from  a book,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
^Ir.  Robert  Boardman,  an  inhabitant  thereof,  lately  deceased,  that — 


Thomas  Sharpies  gave  5/.  between  Livesay  and  Tock- 
holes, which  made  for  Livesay  - - - - - 

Ralph  Livesay,  esquire,  gave  - _ _ _ _ 

Daniel  Hall  - 

And  Edmund  Boardman  ------ 


£.  s.  d. 

‘3  - - 
10  - - 

5 - - 
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It  is  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  1736,  that  a sum  of  40/. 
given  by  George  Blore  (being  probably  the  legacy  first  mentioned  in  his  will), 
and  the  sum  of  10/.  given  by  Ralph  Livesay,  were  then  vested  in  Mrs.  Wilson. 

It  appears  from  a book,  in  which  an  account  has  been  kept  of  the  dis- 
tribution to  the  poor  of  this  township,  of  the  interest  of  the  charitable  donations, 
that  in  1778  a sum  of  8/.  was  received  as  part  of  the  interest  money  in, 
Mr.  Heaton’s  hands;  and  that  in  1779,  there  was  received  from  Mr.  Heaton, 
for  interest,  9/.  145.  due  in  March  then  last ; that  in  I78O,  21.  6 5.  was  received 
from  Mr.  Heaton,  and  the  same  sum  in  I78I,  where  it  is  stated  to  be  the 
interest  money  due  from  Daniel  Wilson,  esquire.  The  same  annual  sura 
appears  to  have  been  received  from  1782  to  1802,  and  during  part  of  that  time 
from  Mr.  Wilson,  as  interest  due  from  Mrs.  Wilson;  in  1803  it  was  received 
from  Mr.  Wilson,  as  due  from  Robert  Bell,  esquire  ; in  1804  and  1805,  from 
Mr.  Brown,  as  due  from  Robert  Bell  Livesay,  esquire,  after  which  time  no 
interest  appears  to  have  been  received. 

We  are  informed,  that  the  Livesay  Hall  estate,  which  comprehends 
about  two-thirds  of  the  land  in  this  township,  was  formerly  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Wilson,  and  that  Mr.  Heaton  was  her  agent ; that  this  estate  afterwards 
came  into  the  possession  of  Robert  Bell  Livesay,  esquire,  who  sold  it  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  to  Messrs.  Henry  Feilden  and  William  Feilden  ; applications 
were  subseqeptly  made  to  those  gentlemen,  by  the  overseers,  who  supposed 
that  the  annual  payment  of  21.  6s.  for  the  interest  of  the  50/.  arising  from  the 
above  mentioned  gifts,  was  to  be  considered  a charge  upon  the  Livesay  Hall 
estate  ; but  payment  was  refused,  on  the  ground  of  the  estate  having  been 
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purchased  free  from  any  such  incumbrance,  and  no  further  steps  appear  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  business. 

Having  applied  to  Mr.  Robert  Bell  Livesay,  for  information  on  this  subject, 
we  learn  from  him,  that  he  remembers  paying,  during  the  time  that  he  had  an 
interest  in  the  estate,  a small  sum,  through  the  hands  of  his  steward,  to  the 
poor  of  Livesay,  which  he  found  it  had  been  customary  for  the  possessor  of 
the  estate  to  give,  but  which  he  utjderstood  was  not  a charge  upon  the 
estate. 

If  the  returns  of  I786  are  correct  as  to  the  particulars  of  these  donations, 
the  two  sums  of  40/.  and  10/.  were  then  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Wilson,  who 
appears  fiom  the  Book  of  the  Charities  to  have  paid  interest  for  them.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  regretted,  that  no  apj)lication  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  poor 
shortly  after  Mrs.  Wilson’s  death,  to  her  personal  representatives.  At  this 
distance  of  time,  we  fear  there  is  very  little  chance  of  recovering  the  money 
derived  from  these  donations. 

The  other  sum  of  40/.  given  by  George  Blore  to  the  poor  of  Livesay  and 
Tockholes,  appears  to  have  been  divided  in  the  proportions  of  three-fifths, 
being  24/.  to  the  former,  and  two-fifths,  being  16/.  to  the  latter;  which 
apportionment  was  probably  made  with  reference  to  the  numbers  of  poor 
persons  in  each  of  those  places.  The  sum  of  24/.  belonging  to  this  township, 
and  the  sums  of  Si.  51.  and  6/.  given  respectively  by  Sharpies,  Hall  and 
Boardman,  the  whole  amount  being  SSL  has  been,  from  time  to  time,  lent  out 
on  the  security  of  promissory  notes,  at  the  interest  of  1/.  15  j.  per  annum, 
being  about  4f  per  cent,  until  1824,  when  a workhouse  was  built  for  this 
township,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  900/.  including  the  price  of  an  acre  o(* 
land,  purchased  for  that  purpose  ; and  it  was  agreed  by  the  inhabitants,  to 
apply  this  sum  of  38/.  towards  the  expense  of  the  building,  and  to  pay  out 
of  the  poor’s  rates  the  same  interest  for  it  as  was  previously  paid. 

We  were  assured,  that  a memorandum  of  this  transaction  should  be  en- 
dorsed upon  the  purchase  deeds  of  the  land  on  which  the  workhouse  has  been 
built,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  38/.  should  be  regularly  paid  to  the  poor. 

Messrs.  John  Pickup  and  Robert  Boardman,  both  lately  deceased,  who 
were  inhabitants  of  this  township,  have  for  many  years  past  received  and  distri- 
buted the  interest  of  this  money.  No  public  distribution  was  made  ; but  from 
an  account  produced  to  us,  it  appears  that  the  interest  was  given  in  small  sums 
of  money,  and  sometimes  in  articles  of  clothing,  to  poor  persons  not  receiving 
relief  from  the  township,  and  that  part  of  it  was  occasionally  applied  in  pur- 
chasing testaments  and  spelling-books  for  poor  children.  It  is  proposed, 
that  in  future  the  interest  payable  out  of  the  workhouse  shall  be  distriljuted 
by  the  select  vestry  of  the  township,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  considered 
moist  beneficial,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  not  receiving  relief,  and 
that  a regular  account  of  the  receipt  and  distribution  shall  be  kept,  as  has 
hitherto  been  done. 

Livesay’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  of  this  charity,  under  which  this  township  is  entitled  to 
the  interest  of  100/.  every  second  year,  for  apprenticing  a poor  child,  have 
been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Blackburn. 

> In  1821,  a sum  of  5/.  was  applied  in  apprenticing  a child  of  Livesay  ; but 
there  has  been  no  payment  since  that  time. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  PLE.ASINGTON. 


School. 

Pleasington.  We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account  of  the  original  foundation  of 
this  school. 

School.  property  now  belonging  to  it  consists  of,  first,  a school-room  and  a house 

adjoining,  in  which  the  master  lives  rent-free ; secondly,  the  sum  of  100/.  left 

one Walbanck\  and  thirdly,  four  tenements  in  New-street,  Blackburn, 

which  premises  were  purchased  with  money,  supposed  to  have  been  raised  b}": 
subscription,  and  were  conveyed  to  trustees  by  an  indenture  of  which  the 
following  is  an  abstract : — 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  12th  June  1787>  between  Robert  Boardman  and 
John  Barker,  of  the  first  part ; Mary  Fishwick,  widow  of  Roger  Fishwick,  of  tlie 
second  part ; Josejih  Seaton  Asplin,  of  the  third  part;  Ralph  Latus,  of  the 
fourth  part;  John  Francis  Butler,  Henry  Sndell,  Peter  Ellinglhorpe,.  James 

Astlcy, 
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Astley,  Edward  Heaton,  Robert  Lawe,  and  Thomas  Ainsworth,  trustees  for  Pleasmgton. 
Pleasington  school,  of  the  fifth  part ; and  Oliver  Livesay,  of  the  sixth  part ; Scii^! 
reciting  several  indentures,  whereby  the  vendors  had  become  entitled  to,  or  inte-  continued. 

rested  in  the  premises  thereafter  mentioned  ; the  said  Robert  Boardman,  John  \ 

Barker,  Mary  Fishwick,  and  Ralph  Latus,  in  consideration  of  I6l  L which  had 
been  bid  for  the  said  premises,  at  auction,  according  to  their  several  interests, 
conveyed  to  the  said  John  Francis  Butler,  and  the  other  trustees,  parties  of  the 
fifth  part,  a plot  of  ground,  in  Blackburn,  being  on  the  north  side  of  a close  or 
meadow,  called  the  Great  Peel,  containing  in  front  eight  yards  two  feet  and  nine 
inches,  and  in  depth  thirty  yards,  upon  which  there  had  been  erected  three  mes- 
suages ; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  trustees  of  Pleasington 
school,  subject  to  the  payment  of  a yearly  ground  rent  of  9,1.  19s.  And  the  said 
Joseph  Seaton  Asplin  assigned  to  the  said  Oliver  Livesay,  the  residue  of  a term 
of  500  years,  created  by  an  indenture,  dated  24th  June  1784,  thereinbefore 
recited,  in  trust,  to  attend  the  inheritance. 

These  premises  are  now  let  by  the  schoolmaster,  in  four  tenements,  to  four 
several  yearly  tenants,  at  the  rents  of  4/.,  4/.,  31.,  and  91.,  the  schoolmaster 
paying  the  poor’s  rates  and  ground-rent,  and  doing  the  necessary  repairs.  By 
these  expenses,  the  amount  of  the  rent  is  very  much  reduced  ; but  the  master 
states,  that  it  would  be  difficulty  to  let  the  premises  on  better  terms,  as  the 
houses  are  in  bad  condition,  and  were  so  at  the  time  they  were  bought.  < • 

The  sum  of  100/.,  left  by Walbanck,  was  placed  in  the  hands  oft  he  late 

John  Francis  Butler,  esquire,  who  gave  a promissory  note  for  the  amount,  with 
interest,  bearing  date  26th  December  1814.  Up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Butler’s 
death,  in  1824,  the  master  received  from  him  the  yearly  sum  of  4/.  10^.  One 
year’s  interest  has  accrued  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Butler  ; but  owdng  to  some 
dispute  with  respect  to  his  will,  the  amount  had  not  been  paid  at  the  time  of  our 
inquiry,  August,  1825. 

In  addition  to  the  income  derived  from  the  sources  above-mentioned,  the 
schoolmaster  receives  61.  yearly,  from  the  overseer’s  account,  in  pursuance  of 
an  agreement  made  by  the  township  with  his  father,  the  late  master,  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  to  the  school. 

The  only  survivor  of  the  trustees,  named  in  the  indenture  of  1787»  is  Henry 
Sudell,  esquire  ; but  other  persons  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  appointed  by 
the  surviving  trustees.  William  Feilden  and  Richard  Ellingthorpe,  esquires,  have 
been  thus  appointed  ; but  no  conveyance  of  the  property  belonging  to  the 
school,  has  taken  place  since  the  original  purchase. 

The  schoolmaster  takes  all  the  children  belonging  to  or  residing  in  the  town- 
ship, whatever  the  condition  of  their  parents  may  be,  and  teaches  them  reading, 
writing  and  accounts,  without  any  other  payment  than  a small  yearly  cock- 
penny.  The  master  has  about  40  free  children  in  the  school,  besides  others 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  township,  and  pay  quarterage. 


Ltvesay’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity,  under  which  the  township  of  Pleasington  is  Livesay’s  Charity, 
entitled  to  the  interest  of  100/.  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Birley  and  Hornby, 
every  fourth  year,  will  be  found  in  a preceding  page,  amongst  the  charities  in 
the  township  of  Blackburn. 

The  sum  of  5/.  which  is  there  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  this  township  in 
1823,  was  applied  in  putting  out  an  apprentice. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  RISHTON. 


Darwen’s  Charity. 

Ellen,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Darwen,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  11th  October 
1776,  (under  a power  reserved  to  her  by.  indenture,  bearing  date  l6th  August 
1770>  to  dispose  of  certain  lands,  and  the  sum  of  9501.,  notwithstanding  her 
coverture),  directed,  as  to  the  sum  of  120/.  that  her  executor,  Henry  Heaton,  his 
executors  and  administrators,  should  place  the  same  from  time  to  time,  for  ever, 
at  interest,  and  should  lay  out  the  same  in  loaf  bread,  of  the  value  of  3d.  each, 
to  be  distributed  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  amongst  such  poor  persons  as 
should  desire  the  same,  and  whom  the  said  Henry  Heaton,  his  executors  or 
administrators  should  think  deserving  of  the  same,  in  two  distinct  moieties,  viz. ; 
half  thereof  at  Church  Kirk,  or  in  some  other  convenient  place,  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  the  other  half  thereof,  at  her  then  dwelling-house  (viz. ; in  Rishton, 
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as  appears  from  other  part  of  her  will),  or  some  other  convenient  place  for  that 
purpose. 

The  sum  of  V20L  above-mentioned,  was  in  the  hands  of  Edward  Heaton, 
now  residing  at  Bentham,  in  the  county  of  York,  who  became  a bankrupt. 
About  the  year  1790,  upon  closing  the  bankrupt’s  accounts,  he  requested  his 
assignee,  Mr.  Edward  Chippendale,  now  of  Manchester,  to  lay  aside  this  sum  for 
the  benefit  of  the  charity,  and  from  that  time  up  to  the  period  of  our  inquiry, 
Mr.  Chippendale  had  retained  the  sum  of  liiJO/.  in  his  hands,  and  had  paid 
interest  for  it,  at  4^  per  cent.  He  has,  however,  expressed  great  anxiety  to  be 
relieved  from  the  trouble  and  responsibility  of  keeping  this  money ; and 
Mr.  Heaton,  who  as  tiie  representative  of  his  father,  is  now  the  only  trustee,  is 
desirous  of  transferring  the  trust  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Church 
Kirk,  as  to  one  moiety,  and  to  the  constable  and  overseer  of  Rishton,  as  to  the 
other.  We  have  therefore,  recommended  the  parish  officers  to  endeavour  to 
find  some  means  of  placing  the  money  out  upon  good  security,  so  that 
Mr.  Chippendale  may  pay  it  over  to  the  persons  giving  the  security,  without 
risk  of  any  loss. 

The  interest  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  a baker,  in  Blackburn,  who  has  pro- 
vided bread  to  the  amount,  viz. ; 9-s.  worth  every  month;  half  of  which  is 
distributed  by  the  chapelwarden  and  overseer  of  Rishton,  in  sixpenny  loaves, 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  Rishton  as 
are  appointed  at  a vestry,  principally  amongst  poor  widows. 

An  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  residue  will  be  given  in  a subsequent 
part  of  this  Report,  under  the  charities  for  the  township  of  Oswaldtwistle,  in 
the  parish  of  Whalley,  in  which  township  Church  Kirk  is  situate. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SAMLESBURY. 

School. 

There  is  in  this  township  a school,  which  has  existed  for  many  years  ; but  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  are  any  documents  relating  to  it. 

The  property  consists  of  a dwelling-house,  in  which  the  schoolmaster  resides, 
a croft  adjoining,  containing  about  SO  perches,  and  a piece  of  land  containing 
about  two  acres,  also  adjoining,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  waste,  and  is 
stated  to  have  been  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  by  Mr.  Petre.  These 
premises  are  occupied  by  the  master,  without  paying  any  rent. 

The  master  also  receives  8/.  yearly,  from  the  overseer,  in  pursuance  of 
a resolution  passed  at  a public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  whereby  it  was 
agreed,  that  a piece  of  the  waste,  containing  about  two  acres,  and  which  had 
been  given  to  the  township  by  Mi'.  Braddyl,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a poor- 
house  thereon,  should  be  let,  and  a portion  of  the  rent  paid  to  the  school- 
master ; the  rent  of  this  land  has,  within  a few  years,  been  reduced,  and  is  now 
only  8/.  per  annum. 

The  present  master  was  appointed  by  the  minister  and  chapelwardens,  they 
being  the  only  persons  who  attended  a meeting  held  for  that  purpose,  of  which 
due  notice  had  been  previously  given.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment,  he 
engaged  to  teach  gratis,  six  poor  children  of  the  township  to  read  and  w'rite. 
The  master  keeps  school  in  the  room  appropriated  for  that  purpose  ; but  all 
the  children  who  attend,  pay  quarterage,  none  having  been  appointed  to  be 
taught  free.  There  appears,  however,  to  be  no  reason  why  the  minister  and 
the  township  officers  should  not  appoint  six  poor  children,  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  free  instruction,  according  to  the  agreement  made  with  the  master  when  he 
was  appointed. 

Langdale’s  Charity. 

Dorothy  Langdale,  the  wife  of  Jordan  Langdale,  by  will,  bearing  date 
11th  January  1715>  (in  pursuance  of  a power  reserved  to  her  previous  to  her 
marriage,  by  indenture,  bearing  date  14th  May  1714),  appointed  the  sum  of 
200/.  after  the  decease  of  her  servant,  Hannah  Coker,  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  most  indigent  aged  and  necessitous  poor  persons  of  the 
township  of  Samlesbury,  or  for  the  binding  out  poor  apprentices  tliere,  as 
should  from  time  to  time  be  found  most  beneficial  to  the  said  township, 
according  to  the  discretion  of  her  executors,  and  the  survivor  of  them ; and 
after  the  death  of  such  survivor,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  within  Samlesbury  aforesaid  ; and  she  directed  that  the  said  sum  of 
200/.  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land,  or  preserved  in  stock,  and 

placed 
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placed  out  at  interest,  as  her  executors  should  think  fit ; and  she  appointed  Samlesbury. 
Sir  Nicholas  Shireburn  and  Geoffrey  Prescott,  her  executors.  — 

By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  19th  and  20th  April  1736, 

between  James  Wilson,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  and  Richard  Wilson,  father  of  the  v 

said  James,  of  the  first  part;  Thomas  Pickering,  Roger  Haydock,  John  Aspinall, 
and  Henry  Southworth,  of  the  second  part ; Martha  Prescott  and  William 
Atherton,  executrix  and  executor  of  Geoffrey  Prescott,  the  last  surviving 
executor  of  the  testatrix,  Dorothy  Langdale,  of  the  third  part ; and  Richard 
Dixon,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting  the  indenture,  bearing  date  14th  May  1715, 
wherein  a power  was  reserved  to  the  said  Dorothy  Langdale,  by  the  name  and 
description  of  Dorothy  Walmsley,  widow,  to  dispose  of  certain  personal 
property,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  2,945/.  and  upwards,  by  deed  or  will, 
whether  she  should  be  sole  or  married ; and  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Dorothy 
Langdale  (from  which  recital  the  above  abstract  is  taken) ; and  further 
reciting,  that,  by  a decree  made  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancaster,  upon  an  information  filed  by  the  Attorney  General,  at 
the  relation  of  the  chapelwardens  and  overseers  of  the  township  of  Samlesbury, 
against  the  said  Martha  Prescott  and  William  Atherton,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  said  Geoffrey  Prescott,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  sum  of  214/.  135.  which 
the  defendants  admitted  they  had  in  their  hands,  in  respect  of  the  said  legacy 
of  200/.  and  the  interest  which  had  accrued  thereon,  over  and  above  what 
had  been  expended  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity,  should,  after  a deduction 
of  the  relators  and  defendants  costs  thereout,  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  or  placed  out  on  mortgage  in  the  names  of  the  said  Thomas  Pickering 
and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  that  the  yearly 
produce  thereof  should  be  for  ever  applied  for  binding  out  poor  apprentices  in 
Samlesbury,  or  other  the  charitable  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  said 
Dorothy  Langdale  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
203/.  3 5.  the  said  James  Wilson  and  Richard  Wilson  conveyed  to  the  said 
Thomas  Pickering,  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs, 
a messuage  or  dwelling-house,  with  a barn  and  outhousing,  and  five  several 
closes  therein  named,  situate  in  Whittle-in-the-Woods,  and  containing  in  the 
whole,  by  estimation,  six  acres,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  yearly  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises  for  binding  out  poor  apprentices  in  Samlesbury,  of 
other  the  charitable  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  said  Dorothy 
Langdale. 

We  could  not  ascertain  that  any  subsequent  trust  deed  is  now  in  existence ; 
but  it  appears  that  a lease  of  the  premises  was  granted  on  the  29th  December 
1761,  by  William  Alker,  Thomas  Forest,  John  Heys  and  George  Heys,  of 
Samlesbury,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased ; the  latter,  who  was  the  last  sur- 
vivor, died  about  six  years  ago,  leaving  George  Heys,  now  of  Samlesbury,  his 
heir  at  law. 

The  property  consists  of  a house,  cottage,  two  gardens,  about  six  acres  of 
land,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Stilfox,  daughter  of  George  Stilfox,  lately 
deceased,  who  has  held  the  premises  as  yearly  tenant  for  upwards  of  16  years. 

Previously  to  the  year  1819>  the  rent  was  28/.  per  annum,  but  it  was  then 
reduced  to  26/.  which  is  the  present  rent,  and  is  stated  to  be  the  full  yearly 
value  of  the  premises. 

There  is  some  timber  on  the  estate,  but  only  one  tree  now  fit  to  cut.  The 
buildings  are  in  good  repair,  about  25  /.  having  been  expended  upon  them  two 
years  ago. 

The  rent  has  for  a long  period  been  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  town-  1 
ship  for  the  time  being,  and  carried  to  the  general  overseer’s  account,  out  of 
which,  occasionally,  parish  apprentices  have  been  put  out,  but  not  exceeding, 
upon  an  average,  one  in  a year,  and  with  low  premiums,  varying  from  1 /. 
to  5/. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  rent  of  this  estate  has  for  many 
years  been  applied  in  aid  of  the  poor’s  rates,  instead  of  having  been  disposed 
of  to  charitable  purposes,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

Richard  Houghton’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  Richard  Houghton's  charity,  in  respect  of  which  the  RichardHoughton’s 
poor  of  this  township  are  entitled  to  one-fourth  part  of  the  rent  of  a close.  Charity, 
called  Wood  Crook,  in  Whittingham,  containing,  by  estimation,  five  acres,  will 
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be  found  amongst  the  charities  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Preston,  in  our 
11th  Report,  p.  327- 

The  rent  having  been  lately  lowered,  as  more  particularly  stated  in  our 
account  of  the  charities  for  the  township  of  Alston,  in  the  parish  of  Rib- 
chester,  the  share  belonging  to  this  township  was  reduced  this  year  (1825)  to 
.1/.  135.  l^d.  The  amount  is  transmitted  annually  by  Mr.  Aspden,  one  of  the, 
trustees,  to  the  incumbent  of  .Samlesbury,  who  disposes  of  it  amongst  the  poor 
of  the  township,  and  returns  an  account  of  the  distribution  to  Mr.  Aspden. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  TOCKHOLES. 

Blore’s  Charity. 

George  Blore,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  March  1730,  as  has  been  already 
stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Livesay,  gave  40/.  to 
the  townships  of  Livesay  and  Tockholes  ; and  it  appears  from  the  returns  made 
to  Parliament  in  1786,  that  the  portion  of  this  donation  belonging  to  Tock- 
holes, being  16/.  was  then  vested  in  John  Anderton  and  Ralph  Richardson, 
and  produced  16  5.  a year. 

Mr.  William  Pickering,  a land-owner,  and  resident  in  the  township  of  Tock- 
holes, states,  that  in  1794,  he,  by  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township, 
received  a sum  of  11/.  195.  which  he  understood  to  be  part  of  Blore’s  gift,  the 
residue  having  been  previously  lost  by  being  placed  on  insufficient  security ; 
that  he  has  the  above-mentioned  sum  still  in  his  hands,  and  has  distributed  the 
interest  in  small  portions  to  poor  persons  not  receiving  relief  from  the  township, 
having  desired  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  send  persons  of  that  description 
to  him  to  receive  it,  but  that  he  has  kept  no  account  of  the  distribution. 
Mr.  Pickering  proposes  to  make  up  the  sum  to  14/.  and  to  place  it  out  upon 
the  best  security  that  he  can  find,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  township. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WALTON-LE-D.\LE. 

School. 

' We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  account  of  the  foundation  or 
endowment  of  this  school.  We  were,  however,  furnished  with  the  following 
account  of  it  as  from  Bishop  Gastrill’s  notitia  of  the  diocese  of  Chester. 

“ Walton-le-Dale. — The  school  here  (which  is  free  only  to  the  children  of 
the  town)  was  built  by  the  inhabitants  upon  ground  given  by  Sir  Richard 
Houghton,  an.  1672,  (the  children  being  taught  in  the  church  before.)  The 
endowment  consists  chiefly  of  interest  of  money,  viz.  100/.  given  by  Mr.  Peter 
Burscough,  an.  1624;  100/.  by  Mr.  Andrew  Dandy,  citizen  of  London  ; 20/. 
by  Thomas  Hesketh,  of  Walton  ; and  30/.  raised  out  of  interest  of  Mr.  Burs- 
cough’s  100/.  during  the  vacancy  of  the  school  in  the  rebellion  against 
Charles  1st.  There  was  also  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Crook,  of  Abram,  the  tenth 
part  of  his  estate  in  Alston  and  Whittingham,  leased  now  for  the  clear  rent  of 
11  /.  10  5.  the  rest  being  given  to  pious  uses  by  will,  dated  1688.”  No  governors 
being  appointed  by  the  benefactors,  (except  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Crook,  for  what 
was  given  by  him),  the  inhabitants  have  nominated  six  trustees,  but  they  keep 
the  right  of  nominating  the  master.  The  writings  relating  to  Dandy’s  100/. 
are  in  the  hands  of  John  Clayton,  one  of  the  trustees  ; the  other  securities  are 
lodged  with  the  schoolmaster. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  the  school  consists  — 

1st. — Of  a good  dwelling-house,  containing  a school-room,  and  a yard  and 
garden  adjoining  thereto.  These  premises  are  occupied  by  the  master  rent 
free. 

2dly. — There  is  a sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  for 
which  he  pays  to  the  school-master,  14/.  l5.  6d.  yearly,  as  the  interest,  at  5 per 
cent,  so  that  the  principal  sum  may  be  taken  as  181/.  105.  The  security, 
which  is  supposed  to  have  been  given,  could  not  be  found  at  the  time  of  our 
inquiry. 

The  master  also  receives  2/.  a year  from  Mr.  Clough,  in  respect  of  Thomas 
Crook’s  gift  to  this  school.  The  particulars  of  Crook’s  charities  will  be  found 
in  our  11th  Report,  page  334,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  this  is  a fixed 
payment,  and  not  any  proportionate  part  of  the  rent,  as  supposed  by  Bishop 
Gastrill.  , 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  and  in 

respect 
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respect  of  the  income  derived  from  the  sources  above  mentioned,  he  takes  all 
the  children  of  the  town  of  Walton  who  apply,  and  they  are  taught  reading, 
paying  only  4«/.  a week  each,  according  to  a resolution  to  that  effect,  passed 
at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  in  order  that  the  master  might  have  a sufficient 
maintenance ; but  for  writing  and  accounts,  and  for  teaching  other  children  to 
read,  he  is  at  liberty  to  make  his  own  charge. 

Shuttlingfields  Estate. 

' By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
bearing  date  17th  March  1758,  between  James  Pickering  and  William  Walms- 
ley,  of  the  one  part ; and  Sir  Henry  Hoghton  and  nine  others,  (four  of  whom  are 
described  as  trustees,  for  such  poor  persons  of  Walton-in-the  Dale,  as  therein- 
after mentioned,  and  the  other  five  are  described  as  trustees  for  such  poor 
persons  of  Brindle,  as  therein-after  mentioned),  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that 
William  Gradell  had  by  indenture,  bearing  date  24th  April  1735,  conveyed 
the  premises  therein-after  mentioned  to  his  mother,  Ann  Gradell,  William 
Cardwell  and  William  Pearson,  upon  trust,  by  selling,  leasing  or  mortgaging, 
or  with  the  rents  and  profits,  to  pay  and  discharge  his  debts,  and  to  hold  the 
same,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  should  remain  after  payment  of  the  said  debts  to 
the  use  of  him,  the  said  William  Gradell,  and  his  heirs ; and  reciting,  that 
William  Pearson  had  entered  into  possession  of  the  said  premises,  and  had 
received  the  rents  and  profits,  and  had  discharged  with  his  own  money,  all  or 
most  of  the  debts  owing  by  the  said  William  Gradell,  and  had  died,  leaving 
Isabel  Pearson  his  widow,  to  whom  he  devised  all  his  real  and  personal  estate, 
and  that  the  said  Isabel  Pearson  had  entered  upon  the  premises,  and  taken  the 
rents  and  profits,  and  had  died,  having  devised  the  said  premises  to  the  said 
James  Pickering  and  William  Walmsley  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  pay  her 
debts,  and  afterwards  to  pay  the  rents  and  profits  to  her  nephew,  John  Ashworth 
and  his  heirs,  during  all  her  estate  and  interest  therein  ; and  further  reciting, 
that  the  said  James  Pickering  and  William  Walmsley  had  entered  and  received 
the  rents,  and  that  the  said  John  Ashworth  had  demanded  the  said  estate,  but 
that  the  said  James  Pickering  and  William  Walmsley  had  refused  to  comply 
therewith,  alleging,  that  all  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  said  indenture,  executed 
by  the  said  William  Gradell,  had  been  satisfied  before  or  soon  after  the  death 
of  the  said  William  Pearson,  and  that  the  said  Isabel  Pearson  had  no  right  to 
devise  the  same,  and  that  the  said  estate  of  right  belonged  to  the  heir  at  law 
of  the  said  William  Gradell,  and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  ought 
to  be  applied  by  such  heir  at  law,  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  poor  persons 
in  the  township  of  Walton-le-Dale  and  Brindle,  (no  reason  being  given,  why 
the  heir  at  law  ought  so  to  have  done);  and  reciting,  that  the  said  heir  at  law 
could  not  be  found,  and  that  the  said  James  Pickering  and  William  Walmsley 
had  been  prevailed  upon  by  the  said  Sir  Henry  Hoghton  and  others,  to  assure 
to  them  all  their  interest  in  the  said  estate  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  in  consideration 
of  5s.  a-piece,  they  conveyed  to  the  said  Sir  Henry  Hoghton  and  the  other 
nine  trustees  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  with  the  lands  thereto 
belonging,  containing  24  acres  or  thereabouts  in  Walton-le  Dale,  called  the 
Shuttlingfields,  upon  such  trusts  as  were  intended  to  be  expressed  by  another 
indenture  of  the  same  date. 

By  indenture  of  the  same  date,  between  the  same  parties.  Sir  Henry  Hoghton 
and  the  other  trustees,  being  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  the  said  James 
Pickering  and  William  Walmsley  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  indenture 
above  abstracted ; it  was  declared,  that  the  premises  therein  mentioned 
were  conveyed  to  the  said  trustees  upon  trust,  to  pay  in  the  first  place  out  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  all  taxes  and  charges  payable  out 
of  the  same,  and  all  expenses  concerning  the  repairs,  collection  of  the  rents, 
and  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trusts ; and  that  they  should  in  the  next  place, 
pay  one  moiety  of  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  for 
the  relieving  of  such  poor  persons,  as  for  the  time  being,  should  be  legally 
settled  within  the  said  township  of  Walton-le-Dale,  in  such  proportions  and  for 
such  time,  as  the  trustees  named  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Walton-le- 
Dale,  or  their  successors,  should  think  fit ; and  that  they  should  pay  the  other 
moiety,  for  the  relieving  of  such  poor  persons  legally  settled  within  the  township 
of  Brindle,  as  the  trustees  named  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Brind.le,  or 
their  successors,  should  think  fit ; and  on  further  trust,  that  the  trustees  for  the 
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Walton-le-Dale.  poor  of  the  township  of  Walton  should  elect  annually  one  of  the  same  trustees, 
— • and  the  trustees  for  the  township  of  Brindle  should  annually  elect  one  of  the  sam  e 

trustees,  which  two  persons  should  be  jointly  the  treasurers  and  managers  of  th  e 
continued.  Said  estate,  and  should  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the  space  of  a year, 

.. and  should  keep  books  of  account ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  all  the  trustees 

should  yearly,  at  a time  and  place  to  be  by  them  appointed,  meet  together  to 
audit  their  several  accounts,  which  accounts  being  allowed  by  the  trustees  or 
the  major  number  of  them  by  writing  to  be  yearly  made  in  the  said  books  of 
account,  should  be  a disharge  to  the  two  managers,  so  as  they  should  pay  the 
balance  of  such  yearly  account  to  such"  persons  as  should  be  chosen  managers 
of  the  trust  estate  for  the  ensuing  year ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  any 
one  of  the  trustees  for  the  township  of  Walton  should  happen  to  die,  the  sur- 
vivors should  elect  in  his  room  such  a person  as  they  in  their  judgment  should 
approve  of,  with  a like  provision,  in  case  of  the  death  of  a trustee  for  the  town- 
ship of  Brindle ; and  that  whenever  three  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  township  of 
Walton,  or  three  of  the  trustees  for  the  township  of  Brindle,  should  be  dead,  the 
survivors  should  convey  the  estate  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  the  new  trustees. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  10th  and  11th  March  1760, 
between  John  Ashworth,  of  the  first  part;  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  and  the  other 
trustees  mentioned  in  the  preceding  indenture,  of  the  second  part ; and  James 
Pickering  and  William  Walmsley,  of  the  third  part ; reciting  the  settlement  made 
by  William  Graded,  and  that  the  premises  had  come  to  the  possession  of,  and 
had  been  devised  by  the  said  Isabell  Pearson  ; and  further  reciting  the  said 
indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  of  the  17th  March  17-58,  and  that  disputes  had 
arisen  between  the  said  John  Ashworth,  and  the  said  James  Pickering  and 
William  Walmsley,  relating  to  the  title  of  the  said  John  Ashworth  to  the  pre- 
mises above  mentioned,  under  the  will  of  the  said  Isabel  Pearson ; and  that 
there  were  depending  suits  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  concerning  the  same, 
which  were  then  amicably  adjusted  ; and  that  the  said  John  Ashworth  had 
agreed  to  convey  the  said  premises  and  all  his  interest  therein  to  the  trustees 
above  mentioned;  it  is  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  10/.  he  conveyed 
the  said  premises  to  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  declared 
in  the  last  preceding  indenture. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  latter  bearing  date  22d  June  1825, 
reciting  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  in  1780,  being  a con- 
veyance to  new  trustees,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indenture  of  17th 
March  1758 ; and  reciting,  that  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton,  of  Hoghton, 
baronet,  William  Assheton,  late  of  Walton-in-the-Dale,  esquire,  John  Flethcer, 
of  Walton,  gentleman,  and  Edward  Ramsbottom,  of  Brindle,  were  the  only 
surviving  trustees ; that  the  said  William  Assheton  having  removed  from  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  said  John  Fletcher  being  about  to  leave  the  neighbour- 
hood, were  desirous  to  be  released  from  the  said  trusts ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the 
said  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton,  V/illiam  Assheton,  and  John  Fletcher,  appointed 
Henry  Bold  Hoghton  and  William  Catlow,  trustees  on  the  behalf  of  the  poor 
of  Walton-in-the-Dale ; and  that  the  said  Edward  Ramsbottom  appointed 
Edward  Jackson,  John  Wadsworth,  Christopher  Wadsworth  and  John  Leigh, 
trustees  for  the  poor  of  Brindle ; and  the  said  surviving  trustees  conveyed 
the  said  premises,  upon  the  same  trusts,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  (excepting 
th^  said  William  Assheton  and  John  Fletcher),  and  of  the  said  new'  appointed 
trustees. 

Under  these  indentures  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  number  of  trustees  for 
Walton-in-the-Dale,  is  only  three,  whereas  there  are  five  trustees  for  Brindle  ; 
in  consequence  of  this  mistake,  and  a further  mistake,  in  reciting  that  John 
Fletcher  was  about  to  leave  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  desirous  of  being 
released  from  the  said  trusts,  Mr.  Fletcher  having  had  no  wish  to  be  released 
from  the  trusts,  another  deed  has  been  executed,  wherebv  Mr.  Fletcher  has 
been  re-appointed,  and  the  number  of  trustees  for  Walton-in-the-Dale,  has  been 
made  up  to  five. 

The  Shuttlingfields  estate  consists  of  a good  farm-house  and  outbuildings, 
and  24  acres  of  land,  customary  measure  of  7^  y^i’^s  to  the  perch. 

!•'  These  premises  were  let  on  lease,  dated  51st  December  1782,  at  the  rent  of 
24/.  for  99  years,  determinable  on  the  deaths  of  three  persons,  therein  named, 
the  last  of  whom  died  in  '1821. 

Tbc  estate  was  then  let  by  tender,  to  Thomas  Windsor,  at  the  rent  of  7t>/. 

According 
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According  to  the  conditions  of  letting,  the  tenant  was  to  have  a term  of  nine 
years  from  Candlemas  1821,  and  was  to  keep  the  premises  in  condition,  the 
trustees  having  first  put  them  into  a good  state  of  repair.  No  lease  or  written 
ao-reement  was  executed,  and  after  the  second  year,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
reduce  the  rent.  An  abatement  of  15/.  was  made  to  the  tenant,  in  the  year 
1823-4,  and  the  next  year,  the  rent  was  reduced  to  50/.  which  is  stated  to  be 
the  fair  annual  value. 

The  premises  have  been  put  into  complete  repair,  for  which  purpose  the 
trustees  borrowed  100/.  at  four  per  cent  interest ; but  they  have  since  paid  oft' 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest,  103/.  19^.  leaving  4/.  12«.  still  due. 
The  whole  expenditure  in  repairs,  amounted  to  220/.  and  in  1821,  there  was 
paid  31.  135.  6d.  for  the  expenses  of  letting  the  farm,  making  up,  with  the 
sum  of  31.  195.  paid  for  principal  and  interest,  over  and  above  the  100/.  which 
was  borrowed,  227/.  To  meet  these  expenses,  the  trustees  received  37/.  from 
the  late  tenant  for  dilapidations  and  arrears  of  rent,  and  45/.  for  timber,  which 
was  cut  upon  the  estate  and  sold  ; and  the  surplus  rents,  after  the  annual  pay- 
ments made  to  the  township  of  Walton-in-the-Dale,  and  the  parish  of  Brindle, 
as  hereafter  mentioned,  up  to  Candlemas  1825  inclusive,  have  amounted  to 
149/.  making  in  the  whole,  231/.  There  is  only  4/.  125.  still  remaining 
unpaid,  which  the  small  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  is  almost  sufficient 
to  pay  off,  so  that  from  the  present  time,  the  whole  rents  will  be  divisible 
according  to  the  directions  contained  in  the  trust  deeds. 

During  the  existence  of  the  lease,  which  expired  in  1821,  one  moiety  of 
the  rent,  12/.  was  paid  to  one  of  the  trustees  for  Brindle,  for  the  poor  of  that 
township,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  curate  of  the  chapelry  of  Walton-in-the- 
Dale,  for  his  own  use.  The  same  payments  have  been  continued  subsequently, 
the  residue  of  the  improved  rents  having  been  retained  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  before  mentioned. 

An  account  of  the  application  of  the  rent  paid  to  the  parish  of  Brindle,  in 
the  hundred  of  Leyland,  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

W”ith  respect  to  the  other  portion  of  the  rent,  which  is  paid  to  the  curate  of 
Walton,  for  his  own  use,  it  appears,  from  the  accounts,  that  in  the  year  1771* 
12/.,  which  was  then  one  moiety  of  the  rent,  was  paid  to  the  curate  of  Walton, 
for  officiating  at  Low  Church,  that  is  the  parochial  chapel  in  the  township 
of  Walton-in-the-Dale,  and  that  from  1771*  up  to  the  present  time,  it  has  inva- 
riably been  paid  to  the  curate,  without  any  intimation  that  it  was  intended  for 
the  poor  of  that  township. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how  this  moiety  of  the  rent  was  applied 
previously  to  1771 ; the  accounts  commence  as  early  as  the  year  1735,  when  the 
estate  was  conveyed  by  Mr.  Graded,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts ; but  the 
earliest  payment  to  any  charitable  use,  is  in  1763  ; from  that  period,  up  to  177L 
it  appears  that  one  moiety  of  the  rent  was  paid  to  one  of  the  Brindle  trustees  ; 
but  though  the  other  moiety  is  entered  as  paid,  it  is  not  stated  to  whom  or  foi' 
what  purpose  it  was  paid. 

. Until  lately,  no  doubt  appears  to  have  occurred,  but  that  the  curate  of  Walton 
was  entitled  to  the  sole  benefit  of  this  portion  of  the  charity  ; but  upon  referring 
to  the  deeds  above  abstracted,  we  apprehend,  that  it  is  clear  that  it  ought  to  be 
applied  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  that  township  ; and  as  the  present  curate 
of  Walton  appears  to  be  satisfied,  that  this  is  the  only  construction  that  can  he 
put  upon  the  deeds,  the  trustees  intend  in  future  applying  it  accordingly. 

We  have,  in  our  account  of  this  charity,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  township 
of  Brindle,  taken  notice  of  a sum  of  money  which  arose  from  the  sale  of 
timber,  the  produce  of  which  was  paid  over,  one  moiety  to  the  acting  trustee 
for  the  township  of  Brindle,  and  the  other  to  the  acting  trustee  for  the  township 
of  Walton.  The  sum  so  paid  to  the  latter,  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  in 
the  repairs  of  the  chapel  of  Walton.  This  mode  of  application  we  apprehend 
cannot  be  justified  ; but  from  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
transaction  took  place,  the  money  seems  to  be  irrecoverable. 

Crook’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity  will  be  found  in  our  11th  Report,  p.  834. 

The  sum  of  2/.  yearly  is  received  from  Mr.  Clough,  on  account  of  this  town- 
ship, by  the  overseers  of  Walton-le-Dale,  and  that  sum  is  distributed,  together 
with  Burscough’s  charity,  as  hereafter  mentioned.  ‘ 
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Waltoii-lr-Dale.  BuRSCOUGH’s  ChARITY. 

, The  particulars  of  the  charities  founded  by  Peter  Burscoughy  and  augmented 

'charRy'^  hy  Reynolds  Burscough,  will  be  found  in  our  account  of  the  charities  in  the 
! township  of  Cuerden,  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  present  Report. 

The  yearly  sum  of  10/.,  payable  to  the  poor  of  Walton-le-Dale,  is  paid  by 
Lady  Hoghton  and  Robert  Townley  Parker,  esq.  the  owners  of  the  great 
tithes  of  Cuerden,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  ; SI.  6 s.  8d.  by  the  former, 
and  6/.  13  5.  4 c/.  by  the  latter. 

> The  sum  of  12  /.,  arising  from  the  two  charities  above-mentioned,  is  distributed 
by  the  overseer,  and  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  amongst  such  poor 
persons  belonging  to  Walton-le-Dale,  as  have  not  received  any  relief  within  the 
preceding  year,  in  sums  varying  from  1 5.  to  3 5.  . . 


PARISH  OF  CHIPPING. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  CHIPPING. 

Brabin’s  Charities. 

Chipping.  Jo'/m  Brabhi,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  9th  April  1683,  gave  to  James  Haw- 

, thornthwaite,  Robert  Parkinson,  Christopher  Parkinson,  and  Richard  Marsden, 

rabin  s Chanties,  ('^hom  he  appointed  his  executors),  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement 
in  Chipping,  called  Goose  Lane  House,  with  all  lands  thereto  belonging  lately 
purchased  by  him  from  Richard  Bolton,  on  trust,  to  apply  so  much  of  the 
profits  thereof,  as  should  be  necessary  for  putting  the  housing  thereupon  into 
good  repair,  and  afterwards  to  apply  the  yearly  sum  of  13/.  65.  8 d.  out  of  the 
profits,  for  the  wages  or  stipend  of  such  schoolmaster  as  they  should  think  fit, 
to  bring  up  such  children  whose  parents  should  have  residence  within  the  town- 
ship of  Chipping,  or  other  townships  near  adjoining,  to  be  scholars,  the  said 
children  to  be  taught  by  the  said  master,  without  having  any  other  wages,  save 
what  their  parents  should  please  to  bestow  upon  the  said  master  ; and  he  em- 
powered the  said  trustees,  if  the  master  should  not  be  careful  in  teaching  the 
children,  to  appoint  another ; and  he  directed  them  to  employ  the  remainder  of 
the  clear  profits  of  the  said  premises,  in  books  and  clothes,  for  the  use  of  such 
poor  children  within  the  townships  of  Chipping,  Thornley  and  Leagrim,  and 
such  part  of  Bowland  as  lies  within  the  county  of  Lancaster,  as  they  should 
think  fit,  and  that  should  come  to  be  taught  by  the  said  schoolmaster,  aud  that 
the  same  should  be  so  employed  during  their  continuance  at  the  said  school,  in 
such  proportionable  manner  as  their  necessities  might  require,  and  that  such 
clothes  should  be  either  violet  or  liver  colour,  with  caps  of  the  same  cloth  and 
colour. 

And  he  gave  to  the  same  trustees  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  in 
Chipping,  called  Waller  tenement,  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Parkinson,  on 
trust,  to  employ  the  clear  profits  thereof  for  putting  forth  all  or  some  such  of 
the  said  poor  scholars  as  should  be  so  clothed,  and  as  should  be  so  taught,  to 
trades  or  callings,  when  capable  thereof,  so  far  as  the  profits  of  the  said 
tenement  should  extend. 

And  he  gave  to  the  same  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  dwelling- 
house,  shop,  barn,  dye-house,  orchard  and  garden,  in  the  town  of  Chipping, 

' where  he  then  lived,  on  trust,  to  employ  the  clear  profits  thereof  for  the  relief 

of  such  needful  poor  people  as  they  should  think  fit,  within  the  townships  of 
Chipping,  Thornley-cum-Wheatley,  and  Bleasdale. 

And  after  giving  various  legacies  out  of  his  personal  estate,  and  empowering 
his  said  executors  to  deduct  out  of  his  personal  estate,  all  their  reasonable 
charges  in  the  management  of  his  real  and  personal  estate,  he  directed  that  the}'^ 
should  out  of  the  remainder  of  his  personal  estate,  build  a school-house,  and 
such  an  alms-house  as  they  should  think  fit,  in  such  convenient  places  in  the 
.parish  of  Chipping  as  they  might  judge  meet;  the  school- house  to  be  employed 
for  the  use  of  the  said  schoolmaster  and  scholars,  and  the  alms-house  for  the 
dwelling  of  so  many  poor  and  impotent  people  of  the  township  of  Chipping,  as 
the  allowance  therein-after  mentioned  should  extend  to  maintain  ; and  the 
remainder  of  his  personal  estate,  he  directed  to  be  laid  out  for  the  purchasing 
of  lands,  or  put  out  at  interest,  the  profit  thereof  to  be  yearly  paid  to  so 
many  poor  people,  dwelling  in  the  said  almshouse,  as  it  would  conveniently 
maintain ; but  if  such  profits  would  be  more  than  would  sufficiently  maintain  the 
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poor  people  living  within  the  said  almshouse,  he  directed  his  executors  to 
employ  the  overplus  to  such  poor  housekeepers,  within  the  township  of 
Chipping,  and  poor  scholars  to  be  taught  in  the  said  school,  as  they  should  think 
meet ; and  he  directed,  that  when  any  of  his  trustees  and  executors  should  die, 
the  survivors  should  nominate  new  ones,  and  that  such  election  should  be  con- 
tinued for  ever. 

By  a codicil  to  his  will,  the  testator  directed  that  the  distribution  to  the  poor, 
of  the  rent  of  the  premises  where  he  lived,  should  be  made  on  8t.  Andrew*s 
day  and  Good  Friday,  yearly. 

In  1684,  James  Hawthornthwaite,  and  the  other  trustees,  named  in  Mr.  Bra- 
bin’s  will,  purchased  of  Richard  Eco’es,  for  10/.,  a parcel  of  ground  near 
Chipping  Town-end,  called  Brow  Spring,  containing  by  estimation,  about 
10  perches,  upon  which  a school  and  almshouse  were  in  the  same  year  erected, 
in  pursuance  of  the  donor’s  directions. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  15th  and  l6th  April  1686, 
John  Alston,  in  consideration  of  110/.  part  of  the  charitable  gift  of  John 
Brabin,  for  the  maintaining  poor  people  in  the  almshouse  in  Chipping,  con- 
veyed to  the  same  trustees  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  called  Woodstow  House, 
with  a barn,  turf-house  and  garden,  and  the  closes  called  the  Croft  under  the 
House,  the  Rannett  Meadow,  and  the  High  Field,  situate  in  Thornley,  con- 
taining by  estimation  seven  acres  and  a half,  with  common  of  turbary  upon 
Longridge,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  poor  people,  who  should  from 
time  to  time  dwell  in  the  said  almshouses. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  2d  and  3d  February,  1690, 
Edmund  Eccles,  in  consideration  of  228/.  conveyed  to  the  same  trustees,  a 
messuage  and  tenement  in  Thornley,  called  Woodscales,  containing  by  estima- 
tion, 11^  acres,  and  a garden  at  the  end  of  the  said  messuage,  and  a barn 
called  the  Rannett  Barn,  situate  in  Rannett  Meadow,  with  a right  of  way 
thereto,  and  also  the  closes  called  the  Hey,  the  Half  Acre,  and  the  Crooked 
Acre. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  22d  and  23d  October 
1694,  Edmund  Parkinson,  in  consideration  of  220/.  conveyed  to  the  said  James 
Hawthornthwaite,  Robert  Parkinson,  and  Christopher  Parkinson,  together  with 
Bernard  Hooson,  (who  had  probably  been  appointed  a trustee  in  the  place  of 
the  said  Richard  Marsden),  and  their  heirs,  for  the  use  of  such  poor  people  as 
John  Brabin  had  by  his  will  appointed  (the  said  money  being  part  of  the  per- 
sonal estate  of  the  said  John  Brabin)  two  messuages  or  tenements  in  Chipping, 
called  Parker’s  and  Tomlinson’s  tenements,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging. 

The  present  trustees  of  these  charities  are,  Messrs.  Richard  Eccles,  James 
Rhodes,  John  Parkinson,  and  John  Clince  Parker.  When  one  trustee  dies, 
another  residing  in  the  neighbourhood,  is  chosen  by  the  survivors,  and  appointed 
by  deed.  Each  of  the  four  trustees  in  annual  rotation,  receives  the  rents  of 
the  several  estates,  and  keeps  the  accounts.  Until  the  year  1813,  one  general 
account  was  kept  of  the  rents  of  all  the  estates;  but  from  that  year  separate 
accounts  have  been  kept  of  the  school  estate,  and  of  the  estate  given  for 
apprenticing  poor  children. 

The  property  derived  from  Mr.  Brabin’s  will  is  applicable  in  distinct  portions, 
to  the  following  purposes  : — 1,  For  the  support  ofa  school,  and  providing  clothes 
and  books  for  the  poor  children  therein. — 2.  For  apprenticing  poor  children 
from  that  school. — 3.  For  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  townships  of  Chipping, 
Thornley-cum-Wheatley  and  Bleasdale ; and,— 4.  For  the  support  of  the  alms- 
houses, the  poor  housekeepers  of  the  township  of  Chipping,  and  poor  scholars 
to  be  taught  in  the  said  school. 

1. — School  Estate. — The  Goose  Lane  estate  consists  of  a farm  house  and 
out-buildings  and  several  closes,  containing  about  32  acres  (customary  measure 
of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Kenyon,  under 
a lease  bearing  date  31st  January  1823,  for  14  years  from  Candlemas  then 
next,  at  a fair  yearly  rent  of  60/.  the  tenant  agreeing  to  keep  the  premises 
in  repair.  The  letting  took  place  by  tender.  In  the  two  first  years  of  this 
term,  a sum  of  about  30/.  has  been  applied  by  the  trustees  out  of  the  rents, 
in  putting  the  premises  into  repair,  part  of  which  has  been  repaid  by  a, sale 
of  wood  cut  on  the  estate,  to  the  amount  of  15 /.  The  rent  of  the  pre- 
ceding tenant  was  70/.,  but  4/.  a year  was  allowed  to  him,  in  consequence 
of  the  depreciation  of  agricultural  produce.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation, 
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Chipping.  (July  1825)  an  arrangement  was  in  progress  for  granting  a building  lease 

■; — for  99  years  of  a small  part  (about  24  perches)  of  this  estate,  for  the  erection 

^ making  machinery,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2 s.  Qd.  per  perch,  and 

con  tnue  ■ building  should  be  used  as  a cotton  mill,  of  4 s.  1 d.  per  perch,  which 

rent  the  present  lessee  was  to  receive  during  his  lease,  but  the  terms  of  this 
agreement  were  not  then  completely  settled. 

Until  the  year  1813,  the  salary  specified  by  the  donor,  of  13  1.  6s.B>  d.  was 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  residue  of  the  rents  of  this  estate  was  united 
with  those  of  the  other  portions  of  the  property,  and  formed  part  of  a fund  for 
clothing  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Chipping,  amongst  whom  some  children 
received  clothing.  For  this  salary,  it  was  found  difficult  to  obtain  a competent 
schoolmaster,  and  the  trustees  having  ascertained  that  when  the  salary  of 
13/.  6 s.  8d.  was  fixed  by  Mr.  Brabin’s  will,  the  whole  rent  of  the  Goose  Lane 
estate  was  only  17 /.  per  annum,  resolved  to  appropriate  a portion  of  the  rents 
to  the  clothing  of  a limited  number  of  16  poor  boys,  and  providing  books  for 
them,  and  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  clear  rents  (after  deducting  a part  of  the 
expenses  of  the  trustees)  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  they  have  since  acted  upon 
this  resolution.  This  mode  of  application  is  certainly  a deviation  from  the 
directions  of  the  donor’s  will,  but  the  augmentation  thus  afforded  to  the  master’s 
salary,  is  considered  very  beneficial  to  the  school.  The  present  master  is  the 
Rev.  Edmund  Wilkinson,  Vicar  of  Chipping,  who  instructs  about  50  children, 
boys  and  girls,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  of  Chipping,  Thornley, 
Leagrim,  and  Little  Rowland,  all  of  whom,  whether  the  children  of  poor  parents 
or  not,  are  taught  to  read  gratis.  The  16  boys,  who  are  selected  by  the  trus- 
tees to  be  clothed,  are  also  taught  writing  and  arithmetic  without  expense,  but 
for  others  who  are  instructed  in  those  branches  of  education,  the  schoolmaster 
is  paid  by  their  parents.  Each  of  these  16  boys  receives  annually  a suit  of  blue 
cloth.  The  expense  of  their  clothing  for  the  year  ending  in  November  1824, 
amounted  to  about  20/.,  and  the  books  provided  for  them  in  the  same  year, 
cost  2/.  .5  s.  The  clear  residue  of  the  rents  of  the  estate,  now  received  by  the 
, master,  amounts  on  an  average  to  rather  more  than  30/.  per  annum,  in  addition 

to  which  he  also  receives  4/.  55.  per  annum,  as  the  rent  of  a small  cottage 
adjoining  to  the  school-room,  and  formerly  used  as  a residence  for  the  school- 
master. 

The  school  is  situate  near  the  church,  and  contains  two  school-rooms,  one  of 
which  is  appropriated  to  the  children  under  the  care  of  the  master,  and  the  other 
to  those  instructed  by  the  under-master,  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  the  account 
of  Christopher  Parkinson’s  charity. 

2. — Estate  given  tor  apprenticing  Poor  Children. — The  estate,  called 
in  Mr.  Brabin’s  will.  Waller  tenement,  is  now  know  by  the  name  of'  Town  End. 
It  consists  of  a farm-house  and  out-buildings,  and  about  13  customary  acres  of 
land,  which  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Kenyon,  under  a lease,  bearing 
date  31st  January  1821,  for  nine  years  from  Candlemas  then  next,  at  6l  /.  per 
annum,  which  is  considered  a very  high  rent. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Carlisle,  late  vicar  of  Chipping,  in  consideration  of  having 
advanced  a sum  towards  building  a house  on  this  tenement,  i«i  which  he  resided, 
had  a lease  of  it  for  21  years,  at  22 /.  a year.  The  existing  lease  was  granted 
before  the  term  of  21  years  expired.  During  the  remaining  part  of  that  term, 
which  was  vested  in  Mr.  Carlisle’s  widow,  the  present  tenant  paid  to  her  the 
excess  of  his  rent  beyond  22/. ; and  in  1823,  he  appears  to  have  first  paid  his 
full  rent  of  6l  /.  to  the  trustees.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  term, 
a barn  has  been  built,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  90/.  which  was  advanced  by 
the  tenant,  38  /.  of  which  had,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  been  paid  oflf  by  the 
trustees,  and  it  was  intended  to  apply  no  more  than  the  annual  sum  of  22  /.,  the 
amount  of  the  previous  rent,  to  apprenticing  the  children,  till  the  remaining 
part  of  this  debt  should  be  liquidated,  when  the  whole  of  the  rent  will  be 
applicable  to  the  same  purpose. 

About  three  apprentices  are  bound  out  in  each  year,  being  of  the  number  of 
the  16  boys  who  are  clothed  in  the  school,  as  before  mentioned.  The  amount  of 
the  premium  is  generally  5 /.  or  6/.,  half  of  which  is  paid  two  months  after  the 
boy  is  apprenticed,  and  the  other  half  at  the  end  of  the  second  year.  The 
expense  of  the  indentures  being  135.  'Ld,  for  each  boy,  is  defrayed  out  of  the 
rents ; and  clothing  is  also  provided  for  them,  at  the  time  of  their  being 
bound. 
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3.  — Estate  given  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  of  the  Townships  of  Chipping. 

Chipping,  Thounley-cum-Wheatlly,  and  Bleasdale. — The  premises  

described  in  the  donor’s  will,  as  being  those  in  which  he  lived,  now  consist  of  Brabins  Chanties, 
a house  and  shop,  under  one  roof,  with  a small  cottage,  warehouse,  garden  and  ^ continue^.  ^ 
orchard,  in  the  occupation  of  James  Noble,  who  had  a lease  of  them,  bearing 

date  2d  February  1808,  for  11  years  from  12th  May  in  that  year,  at  11/.  lls. 
per  annum.  In  consideration  of  the  lessee’s  having  made  an  additional 
building  on  the  premises  (which  cost  about  20  /.),  the  trustees  agreed  to  allow 
him  to  continue  at  the  same  rent,  for  a further  term  of  11  years  from  I8I7. 

When  this  term  expires,  it  is  expected  that  the  premises  will  bear  a small 
increase  of  rent. 

The  rents  of  this  property  have  been  hitherto  united  in  one  fund  with  those 
of  the  other  estates,  at  Chipping  and  Thornley,  purchased  by  Mr.  Brabin’s 
trustees,  out  of  the  residue  of  hjs  personal  property,  which  are  applicable  under 
the  provisions  of  his  will  to  charitable  purposes,  for  the  benefit  of  the  township 
of  Chipping  only,  and  poor  scholars,  to  be  taught  in  the  school,  and  from  this 
united  fund,  an  annual  sum  of  1/.  Ss.  9^d.  is  paid  to  the  overseer  of 
Bleasdale,  for  distribution,  to  the  poor  of  that  township,  and  an  annual  sum  of 
1 /.  9 5.  9 2 is  distributed  by  the  trustees,  in  cloth,  amongst  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Thornley.  About  30  years  ago,  when  the  rent  of  the  tenement,  now 
occupied  by  James  Noble,  was  only  6 /.  11  s.,  the  same  annual  sums  were  appro- 
priated to  these  townships,  and  the  residue,  being  3 /.  I7  s.  5d.  to  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Chipping.  The  donor  having  left  the  distribution  of  the  rents  of 
this  estate  amongst  the  poor  of  the  three  above-mentioned  places,  to  the 
discretion  of  his  trustees,  it  is  probable,  that  an  apportionment  was  made  of 
them,  with  reference  to  the  number  of  poor  in  each  place.  But  as  the 
income  is  increased,  it  appears  reasonable,  that  the  townships  of  Thornley  and 
Bleasdale  should  partake  of  the  benefit  of  the  improvement,  and  we  therefore 
suggested  to  the  trustees,  the  propriety  of  making,  at  their  next  annual  meeting, 
a new  apportionment  of  the  rents,  and  that  a separate  account  should  in  future 
be  kept  of  the  produce  of  this  estate. 

4.  — Estates  purchased  with  the  Residue  of  the  Donor’s  personal 
Property,  for  the  Support  of  the  Almshouse,  the  Poor  of  the  Town- 
ship OF  Chipping,  and  Poor  Scholars,  to  be  taught  in  the  said 
School. — The  estate  in  the  township  of  Thornley,  part  of  which  appears  to 
have  been  purchased  in  Ki86,  and  the  residue  in  I69O,  consists  of  a house, 
and  several  closes,  containing  about  26  customary  acres,  now  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Knowles,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  40/.  a year.  • This  tenant  had 
a lease  of  the  estate,  which  expired  in  1823,  at  the  rent  of  50/.  ; but  latterly  he 
has  been  allowed  a deduction  of  5 /.  a-year  ; and  being  old  and  poor,  further  allow- 
ances have  been  from  time  to  time  made  to  him  by  the  trustees.  At  the  time  of 
our  investigation,  it  was  doubted  whether  he  would  be  able  to  pay  the  present 
rent  of  40/.  which  is  considered  the  fair  value  of  the  premises,  and  if  not,  it  was 
considered  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  trustees  to  take  measures  to  remove 
him  from  his  tenancy. 

The  estate  at  Chipping,  purchased  in  1694,  is  now  called  Waller  Clough, 
and  consists  of  a house  and  five  closes,  containing  about  26  customary  acres, 
in  the  occupation  of  James  Charnley,  under  a lease  bearing  date  31st  January 
1823,  for  1 1 years  from  Candlemas  then  next,  at  a fair  yearly  rent  of  28  /.  a year. 

This  letting  took  place  by  tender.  The  land  is  stated  to  be  of  indifferent 
quality. 

The  almshouse  consists  of  three  tenements  under  one  roof,  each  tenement 
having  an  upper  and  lower  room,  and  being  inhabited  by  two  poor  women 
of  the  township  of  Chipping,  appointed  by  the  trustees  as  vacancies  occur  by 
death.  Each  of  the  six  almswomen  receives  12s.  per  calendar  month,  making 
in  the  whole,  43/.  4s.  per  annum.  They  also  receive  an  allowance  of  coals, 
which  in  the  year  1824,  amounted  to  4/.  10s.  and  occasionally  additional 
allowances  in  money,  which  in  the  same  year  amounted  to  4/.  2s.  lOrf.  The 
expense  of  repairing  the  almshouse  is  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  these  estates, 
and  the  repairs  of  the  school  are  also  charged  to  this  fund,  which  the  trustees 
consider  themselves  justified  in  doing,  as  the  donor  directed  the  school  to  be 
built  out  of  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  and  made  no  express  provi- 
sion for  its  repair.  They  also  provide  books  from  this  fund,  for  poor  children 
of  the  school,  (not  being  of  the  number  of  the  16  clothed),  under  the  power 
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given  by  the  will,  of  applying  part  of  the  overplus  for  poor  scholars,  to  be 
taught  in  the  school.  The  whole  expense  of  a deed,  made  in  1824,  for  the 
appointment  of  a new  trustee,  was  charged  to  this  fund  ; it  would  have  been 
more  correct,  if  a portion  of  it  had  been  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  each  of  the 
estates  of  these  charities. 

The  clear  residue  of  the  rents  of  these  two  estates,  forms  a fund  for  two 
distributions  of  clothing  in  each  year,  by  the  trustees,  amongst  poor  house- 
keepers of  the  township  of  Chipping,  one  at  Candlemas,  and  the  other  shortly 
after  Saint  Andrew’s  day,  (30th  November).  The  trustees  meet  annually,  on 
Saint  Andrew’s  day,  to  receive  the  rents  and  settle  the  accounts,  when  a dinner 
is  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  charities,  for  the  trustees  and  the  tenants, 
with  the  addition,  occasionally,  of  one  or  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chipping. 
The  trustees  also  dine  together  at  their  meeting  at  Candlemas,  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  clothing,  and  small  charges  are  made,  for  additional  meetings  when 
apprentices  are  bound,  and  when  lettings  of  the  land  takes  place.  It  has  also 
been  usual  for  the  trustees  to  receive  amongst  them  an  annual  allowance  for 
horse-hire  and  expenses.  In  1785,  this  allowance  amounted  to  2 /.  In  1803, 
it  was  increased  to  to  31.  and  in  1809,  to  4/.  its  present  amount. 

The  total  charge  for  the  above  expenses  amounted  £.  s.  d. 

in  1821  to  - - - - - - 10  7 10 

1822  - - - - - - - 10  16  11 

1823  11104 

No  distribution  of  clothing  having  been  made  in  1824,  the  expenses  of 
that  year  were  less  that  those  of  the  preceding  years,  amounting  to  G/.  195.  4//. 
These  charges  are  proportionably  divided  between  the  several  estates  of  the 
charities.  It  appears  to  us,  that  their  amount  might  be  considerably  lessened, 
without  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  charity. 

Although  the  income  of  this  branch  of  the  charities  was  lessened  by  a re- 
duction of  the  rents  of  Wallis  Clough,  the  distribution  of  clothing  was  made 
to  about  the  same  amount  as  had  been  usual,  until  February  1823  ; but  it  being 
then  found  that  a debt  had  been  thus  incurred  to  Mr.  James  Noble,  by  whom 
the  clothing  had  been  furnished,  it  was  resolved  to  discontinue  the  distribution 
until  this  debt  was  discharged.  On  the  settlement  of  accounts,  in  November 
1824,  the  balance  remaining  due  to  Mr.  Noble,  was  13/.  95.  ^d.  At  the  time 
of  our  inquiry,  it  was  exjiected  that  by  the  time  of  the  trustees  meeting,  in  the 
November  following,  the  debt  would  be  cleared  off,  and  it  was  then  intended 
to  resume  the  distribution,  but  in  future  to  confine  its  amount  to  the  balance 
actually  in  hand. 

Charities  of  Christopher  Parkinson  and  an  Unknown  Uonor,  for  the 
Support  of  an  Under  Master,  in  Brabin’s  Free  School. 

Christopher  Parkinson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  8th  July  1702,  and  proved  in 
the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Richmond,  reciting,  that  he  was  seised  of  a parcel 
of  a tenement,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  200  years,  lying  in  Goosnargh. 
formerly  in  the  possession  of  James  Corr,  deceased,  gave  the  clear  profits 
thereof  to  the  use  of  an  under  master,  in  the  Free  School  at  Chipping,  to  be 
yearly  paid  him,  as  the  rent  should  grow  due,  during  his  term  and  title 
therein. 

Christopher  Parkinson,  the  donor,  appears  to  have  become  entitled  to  the 
interest  in  the  said  tenement,  which  he  devised  as  above  mentioned,  under  an 
indenture,  bearing  date  10th  February  1698,  whereby  after  reciting,  that  by 
an  indenture,  bearing  date  11th  February  1689,  made  between  George  Saul, 
of  the  one  part ; and  James  Corr,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  George  Saul,  in 
consideration  of  120/.  demised  to  the  said  James  Corr,  a messuage,  with 
a meadow,  barn,  and  croft,  situate  in  Goosnargh,  containing,  in  the  whole, 
eight  acres,  for  the  term  of  200  years  from  the  date  thereof,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  4j.  6rf.  redeemable  on  the  payment  of  120/.  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  6r/. 
per  annum  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  James  Corr  had,  by  indenture,  bearing 
date  5th  December  1692,  demised  to  George  Saul,  the  premises  mentioned  in 
the  mortgage  deed,  to  hold  from  the  2d  February  then  next  ensuing,  for 
a term  of  197  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  4/.;  and  that  the  said  James  Con- 
had,  by  his  will,  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  to  his  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Ogden  ; and  that  she  had  agreed  to  sell  her  interest  in  the  said 
recited  indenture,  to  the  said  Christopher  Parkinson ; the  said  Elizabeth 
I . . - Ogden 
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Oajden,  in  consideration  of  17^-  conveyed  and  assigned  to  the  said  Christopher 
Parkinson  the  said  premises,  to  hold  the  same  for  such  term  as  the  said 
Elizabeth  Ogden  was  then  entitled  to. 

The  present  under  master  of  the  school  at  Chipping,  founded  by  Mr.  Brabin, 
who  was  appointed  by  the  P^ev.  Edmund  Wilkinson,  as  the  head  master  of  that 
school,  receives  from  the  tenant  of  the  trustees,  under  the  will  of  the  late 
Mr.  William  Cardwell,  who  was  the  owner  of  the  above  mentioned  premises  at 
Goosnargh,  the  annual  sum  of  4/.  in  respect  of  Christopher  Parkinson’s  gift; 
and  he  also  receives  9s.  as  the  interest  of  10/.  given  by  some  donor,  whose 
name  is  unknown,  which  sum  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Edmund  Parkinson,  a land- 
owner,  in  Chipping,  and  secured  by  his  promissory  note. 

The  under  master  teaches  all  the  children  whom  their  parents  send  to  him 
(usually  about  80  in  number),  of  the  townships  of  Chipping,  Thornley,  Leagrim, 
and  Little  Rowland,  to  read.  He  receives  one  penny  per  week  for  teaching  the 
children  to  read,  whose  parents  think  proper  to  pay  it ; but  we  are  informed  that 
the  small  payment  is  made  for  about  a third  part  only  of  the  children  taught  by 
him.  He  is  also  paid  for  those  whom  he  instructs  in  writing  and  arithmetic. 
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Charities  of  Harrison,  Lund,  Barns,  and  Walbanck. 

Edxeard  Harrison,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  2‘2d  October  1671,  bequeathed  Charities  of 
to  Cuthbert  Hesketh  and  Robert  Roads,  for  the  use  of  the  most  needful  poor  ^ 

people  within  the  township  of  Chipping,  30/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  yearly  a nac  . 

divided,  and  given  by  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  such  poor  people,  in  the 
parish  church  porch  of  Chipping,  every  21st  of  December. 

Richard  Lund,  alias  Ci'agg,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  October  I676, 
bequeathed  to  the  said  Cuthbert  Hesketh  and  Ellis  Dilworth,  30/.  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Chipping,  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  their  heirs  and 
assigns  to  the  said  poor,  on  about  St.  Thomas’s  day,  yearly. 

Henry  Barns,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  30th  November  1696,  after  giving 
divers  legacies,  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  to  Cuthbert 
Hesketh,  James  Parkinson,  Michael  Bleasdale,  and  WTlliam  Rhodes,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  by  them,  yearly,  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
Chipping,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  according  to  their  discretion. 

Thomas  Walbauck,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  24th  May  1732,  bequeathed 
-10/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  for  the  })reaching  of  an  anniversary 
sermon  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  in  the  parish  church  of  Chipping,  by  the  vicar 
thereof  for  the  time  being. 

He  also  bequeathed  30/.  to  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Chipping  and  Leagrim, 
viz.  to  each  15/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  to 
such  poor  of  the  respective  towns  as  should  attend  the  sermon,  and  not  other- 
wise, by  the  vicar  of  Chipping  and  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
said  towns. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  15th  August  1767»  Thomas 
Tipping  and  others,  in  consideration  of  122/.  5s.  conveyed  to  William  Rhodes  ' 
and  James  Bleasdale,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  cottage,  and  malt-kiln,  and 
a close  called  Marsden’s  tenement,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  acres,  in  the 
township  of  Chipping ; and  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date 
9th  and  lOth  January  1771>  between  the  said  William  Rhodes  and  James 
Bleasdale,  of  the  one  part;  and  Ralph  Parkinson  and  Henry  Bleasdale,  of 
Chipping,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  bequests  of  the  said  Edward  Harrison, 

Richard  Lund,  Henry  Barns,  and  Thomas  Walbanck  ; and  further  reciting, 
that  at  a public  vestry  held  at  Chipping,  in  April  I767,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  precarious  state  of  the  charity  money,  the  same  being  lent  out 
on  personal  security,  it  had  been  agreed,  that  the  said  charity  money,  amount- 
ing to  122/.  5 5.  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  above  mentioned 
premises  ; and  that  the  said  William  Rhodes,  James  Bleasdale,  Ralph  Parkinson, 
and  Henry  Bleasdale,  had  been  appointed  trustees  thereof,  and  that  the 
purchase  had  accordingly  been  made  by  the  said  William  Rhodes  and  James 
Bleasdale;  the  said  William  Rhodes  and  James  Bleasdale  conveyed  the  said 
messuage  and  premises  to  the  said  Ralph  Parkinson  and  Henry  Bleasdale,  and 
their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said  four  trustees  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts 
thereinafter  mentioned.  And  it  was  declared,  that  the  above  mentioned  sum 
4)f  122/.  5. V.  consisting  of  the  legacy  of— 
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and  that  the  said  parties  were  created  trustees,  to  act  in  the  premises  in  every 
respect  in  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  several  wills  of  the  said 
testators  ; and  the  said  parties  covenanted  to  act  accordingly,  and  further, 
that  upon  the  death  of  any  one  of  the  said  trustees,  the  survivors  should  call 
a vestry  meeting,  and  that  three  persons  should  then  be  appointed  by  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  out  of  whom  the  surviving  trustees  should  choose  one  to 
supply  the  place  of  him  deceased  ; and  that  the  said  trustees  should  yearly 
make  up  their  accounts,  in  what  manner  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  pre- 
mises should  have  been  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  before  such  inhabitants 
as  should  attend  a vestry  called  for  the  purpose. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  was  made  by  indenture  of  feoffment, 
bearing  date  20th  December  1821.,  whereby  Henry  Bleasdale  conveyed  the 
above  mentioned  premises  to  the  use  of  himself,  Ralph  Parkinson,  William 
Rhodes  and  Jonas  Rhodes,  described  as  trustees,  appointed  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  preceding  indentures,  in  trust  for  such  uses,  charitable  dona- 
tions and  bequests,  as  were  contained  in  the  wills  of  the  testators  above 
mentioned. 

Notwithstanding  the  statement  in  the  deed  of  1771)  that  the  whole  sum  of 
30/.  arising  from  Lund’s  gift,  formed  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  above 
mentioned  purchase,  it  appears  that  7/-  10^.  being  the  proportionate  part  of 
that  legacy  appropriated  to  the  township  of  Thornley,  as  part  of  the  parish  of 
Chipping,  is  now  secured,  with  other  sums,  for  that  township,  as  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

The  premises  purchased  in  1767)  consisting  of  about  two  acres,  (customary 
measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,)  in  Chipping,  with  a dwelling-house,  barn 
and  outbuildings,  were,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  in  the  occupation  of  the 
daughter  of  Francis  Cooper,  who  had  been  tenant  from  year  to  year,  and  had 
died  shortly  before  that  time,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  8 /. 

The  daughter  was  to  be  allowed  to  hold  the  premises  for  one  year,  at  the 
same  rent,  after  which  it  was  expected  that  a somewhat  larger  rent  might  be 
obtained  for  them.  Upon  part  of  these  premises,  a workhouse  was  built  in 
1823,  for  the  parish  of  Chipping,  and  a memorandum  was  entered  in  the  parish 
book,  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  parish  should  hold  this  for  999  years,  at  the 
rent  of  2/.  5s.  per  annum,  the  ground  taken  for  the  workhouse  and  garden 
being  54.  perches.  The  amount  of  this  rent  was  determined  by  agreement 
between  the  trustees  and  the  parishioners.  The  late  tenant  agreed  to  keep  the 
dwelling-house  and  buildings  in  repair,  but  the  trustees  have  occasionally  paid 
sums  for  that  purpose. 

Out  of  these  rents  of  8/.  and  2/.  5 s.  the  annual  sum  of  IO5.  is  paid  to  the 
vicar  for  preaching  a sermon  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  and  a portion  of  the  rents  is 
distributed  by  the  trustees  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Chipping, 
who  attend  the  sermon  on  that  day,  equally,  in  very  small  sums.  The  residue 
is  distributed  by  the  trustees,  together  with  the  rent  of  the  cottage  and  smith’s 
shop,  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  the  same  day,  after  the  other  distribution  has 
taken  place,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Chipping  as  are 
thought  most  deserving,  the  sums  varying  from  Qd.  to  about  5s. 

Cottage  and  Smith’s  Shop. 

There  is  also  a cottage  and  smith’s  shop  in  the  towm  of  Chipping,  which  are 
old  and  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  with  a very  small  garden,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  jhe  trustees  of  the  preceding  charity,  but  it  is  not  known  from  whence 
this  property  was  derived. 

These  premises  are  in  the  occupation  of  William  Wilkinson,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  4/.  IO5.  per  annum,  which  is  disposed  of  by  the  trustees  on 
St.  Thomas’s  day,  as  above  mentioned. 

Helme’s  Charity. 

Edward  Helme,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  31st  January  1691,  devised  a mes- 
suage in  which  he  dwelt,  and  several  closes  then  in  his  possession,  containing. 
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by  estimation,  16  acres,  with  several  barns  and  buildings  thereon  erected,  to  Chipping. 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  Thomas  Barnes,  and  the  heirs  of  ; 

his  body ; and  if  the  said  Thomas  Barnes  should  die  without  issue  of  his  body, 
he  gave  all  the  issues  and  profits  of  his  said  land  to  the  impotent  poor  of  the  ^ 

township  of  Chipping,  for  ever,  to  be  distributed  at  the  direction  of  his  ex- 
ecutors, and  their  successors,  on  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle’s  day,  and  Good 
Friday,  for  ever;  and  he  appointed  Bartholomew  Eccles,  James  Richmond, 

Henry  Winder  and  Thomas  Parkinson,  to  be  his  executors,  and  directed  that 
when  one  of  them  should  die,  the  three  survivors  should  elect  another  sufficient 
man  to  execute  in  his  room,  and  so  to  continue  for  ever. 

Trustees  of  this  charity  have  been  from  time  to  time  appointed  by  memo- 
randums in  writing,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  have  been  any  conveyances 
of  the  charity  estate.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  Mr.  John  Parkinson,  who 
had  been  thus  appointed,  with  others,  in  1795,  was  the  only  remaining  trustee 
thus  appointed,  and  he  proposed  to  nominate  new  trustees. 

The  property  consists  of  a house,  barn  and  outbuildings,  and  about  16 
customary  acres  of  land,  called  Helmes,  lying  on  Helme  Ridge,  in  Chipping, 
in  the  occupation  of  William  Tomlinson,  under  an  agreement  made  with  the 
trustees  in  January  181.3,  for  a lease  for  21  years,  at  the  rent  of  30 1.  105.  under 
which  agreement  the  tenant  was  to  take  the  materials  of  an  old  house  then 
existing,  and  to  build  a new  house  at  the  end  of  the  barn,  which  he  has  done, 
and  has  erected  some  additional  buildings.  The  preceding  rent  was  only  12/. 

Allowances  have  been  made  to  the  tenant  out  of  the  rent  agreed  upon,  to 
the  yearly  amount  of  about  5/.,  and  it  is  considered  that  the  fair  value  of  the 
premises  is  about  25/.  per  annum. 

Half  the  rent  is  paid  on  Good  Friday,  and  the  other  half  on  St.  Thomas’s 
day,  and  the  amount  is  distributed  on  those  days  in  the  church,  amongst  poor 
persons  of  the  township  of  Chipping  not  receiving  relief,  according  to  a list 
made  out  by  Mr.  John  Parkinson,  the  trustee,  in  sums  varying  from  Qd. 
to  105.  There  is  a small  charge  of  about  I5.  or  25.  for  the  expense  of  each 
distribution. 

Webster’s  Charity. 

Alice  Webster^  by  her  will,  bearing  date  27th  April  1742,  gave  the  sum  of  Webster’s  Charity. 
18/.  to  be  put  out  by  her  executors,  James  Webster  and  John  Bolton,  into 
some  safe  hand,  and  the  yearly  interest  thereof  to  be  yearly  distributed  to  the 
poor  and  necessitous  householders  of  Leagrim  and  Chipping,  at  the  discretion 
of  her  executors,  in  money,  cloth  or  oatmeal. 

The  sum  of  2 /.  is  stated  to  have  been  added  to  this  legacy  by  James  Webster, 
the  brother  of  the  testatrix,  after  her  death. 

A bond  for  20/.  was  given  in  1743,  to  James  Webster  and  John  Bolton, 
by  Alexander  Parker ; but  some  years  ago  that  sum  was  paid  in  by  his  son, 

Thomas  Parker,  to  the  late  James  Sumner,  who  acted  as  a trustee  for  this 
charity ; I65.  is  now  paid  yearly  by  Alexander  Parker  and  William  Sumner,  his 
executors,  and  they  propose  to  place  the  same  out  on  good  security.  The  inte- 
rest is  distributed  by  William  Sumner  amongst  poor  persons  of  Leagrim  and 
Chipping,  in  sums  varying  from  1 5.  to  2 5.  6 d. 

It  is  stated,  that  the  Webster  family  were  Roman  Catholics,  and  William 
Sumner,  who  is  also  a Roman  Catholic,  has  made  the  distribution  chiefly  to 
persons  of  that  persuasion,  without  keeping  any  account  of  the  distribution. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  THORNLEY. 

Charities  op  Wright  and  others. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  27th  August  1812,  between  John  Wright  and  Thornley. 

Richard  Eccles,  of  Thornley,  described  as  surviving  trustees  of  the  several  

charitable  donations  therein  after  mentioned,  of  the  one  part;  and  Robert  White,  Chanties  of  Wnght, 
John  Bradley,  James  Rhodes,  and  Richard  Dunderdale,  of  Thornley,  and  Henry 
Wilkinson,  of  Chipping,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  that  William  Wright,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  14th  March  I7II,  after  giving  several  legacies,  bequeathed 
' the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  to  buy  cloth  for  the  clothing  of  the  poor  of 
Thornley,  to  be  given  at  the  discretion  of  his  executor,  and  that  his  execu- 
I tor  had  raised  the  clear  sum  of  I60/.  which  he  had  vested  in  the  hands  of 
I certain  trustees,  to  the  intent  that  the  interest  or  the  produce  of  any  lands 
I purchased  therewith,  should  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  the 
i most  necessitous  poor ; and  reciting,  that  Richard  Lund,  alias  Cragg,  had  by 
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Thoriiley.  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  October  I676,  bequeathed  30/.  for  the  use  of  the 

~ ^ poor  of  the  parish  of  Chipping,  the  produce  thereof  to  be  yearly  paid  to  them  on 

WrighT&Tthers  Thomas’s  day  j and  further  reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  12th 
continued.  ’ May  1787,  in  which  it  was  recited,  that  Richard  Eccles  the  elder,  had  in  liis 

\ / hands  80/.  part  of  the  legacy  of  William  Wright,  and  that  John  White  had  in 

his  hands  80/.  the  residue  thereof,  and  that  the  said  Richard  Eccles,  had 
also  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  7/.  IO5.  (the  proportionate  part  or  share  of  the 
legacy  of  30/.  given  by  Richard  Lund,  which  belonged  to  the  township  of 
Thornley),  and  the  sum  of  18/.  left  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Thornley,  by 
some  person  or  persons  unknown,  the  said  Richard  Eccles  and  John  White,  for 
perpetuating  the  said  charitable  donations  assigned  the  several  sums  in  their 
hands  respectively,  as  above  mentioned,  to  Richard  Eccles  the  younger,  and 
other  persons  therein  named,  in  trust,  that  the  said  several  sums  might  be  vested 
in  them  ; as  to  I60/.  part  thereof,  according  to  the  trusts  declared  in  an  inden- 
ture, dated  15th  January  1732;  and  as  to  the  sum  of  7/*  10  5.  that  the  same 
should  be  put  out,  and  the  interest  thereof  yearly  paid  to  the  poor  of  the  towm- 
ship  of  Thornley  on  the  21st  December;  and  as  to  the  sum  of  IS/,  and  the 
yearly  interest  thereof,  that  the  same  should  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  the  said  township,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  ; the  said 
John  White  and  Richard  Eccles,  parties  to  the  deed  of  27th  August  1812, 
assigned  the  said  several  sums  of  money  above  mentioned,  w'hich  with  the  increase 
thereof  then  unapplied,  amounted  to  220  /.  to  the  said  Robert  White  and  others, 
on  trust,  for  such  uses  as  were  expressed  in  the  wills  and  deed  sbefore  recited ; and 
on  trust,  that  wdien  any  three  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  should  be  dead,  the 
survivors  should  assign  the  said  monies,  or  any  lands  or  tenements,  to  be  pur- 
chased therewith,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  three  or  more  sufficient  persons 
of  the  said  township  of  Thornley. 

The  above  mentioned  sum  of  220  /.  is  secured  by  a bond  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  given  to  Richard  Eccles,  William  Rhodes,  Robert  Rhodes,  John 
Bradley,  and  Robert  Dunderdale,  for  that  sum,  with  interest  at  4/.  10  s. 
per  cent. 

The  interest  being  9/.  18  s.  per  annum,  is  received  annually  by  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  is  distributed  early  in  the  month  of  December  by  the  trustees,  who 
meet  for  that  purpose  at  Chipping,  together  with  1/.  9s.  d\d.  being  the  portion 
hitherto  paid  in  respect  of  Brabin’s  Charity  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  articles  of 
clothing,  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Thornley.  If  the  whole 
amount  is  not  distributed  at  this  meeting,  orders  for  similar  articles  are  sub- 
sequently given  by  the  trustees. 

The  accounts  are  kept  by  Mr.  James  Noble,  of  Chipping,  the  draper  who 
furnishes  the  clothing,  and  are  produced  to  the  trustees  at  their  meeting  in 
December. 

Brabin’s  Charity. 

Brabin’s  Charity.  The  poor  of  the  township  of  Tlioriiley  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  Brabin’s 
School  at  Chipping,  and  also  to  a portion  of  the  rents  of  one  of  the  estates 
given  by  that  donor,  the' particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  account 
of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Chipping.  The  annual  sum  of  1 /.  9s.  9i-d. 
has  been  for  several  years  distributed  to  the  poor  of  this  towmship,  but  it 
appears  to  us  (as  w'e  have  already  mentioned)  that  they  are  entitled  to  a larger 
share. 
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School,  and  Higham’s  Gift. 

John  Dewhurst,  by  will,  bearing  date  13th  June  I77I,  after  reciting  the  will 
of  Henry  Dewhurst,  dated  I6th  November  I7C2,  (whereby  he  gave  a messuage 
and  tenement,  with  several  closes  of  land  thereto  belonging,  in  Pleasington,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  called  Woodcock  Hill,  ‘to  John  Crossdale  and  Peter 
Neville,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents,  to  pay  to  his  daughter 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  James  Pye,  for  her  life,  an  annuity  of  10/.  and  to  pay 
the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  his  grandson,  the  said  John  Dew’hurst 
and  Henry  Duxbuiy,  and  their  heirs,  during  the  life  of  his  said  daughter 
Elizabeth,  and  after  her  death,  to  permit  the  said  John  Dewhurst  and  Henry 
Duxbury,  and  their  heirs,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises 
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for  ever,  to  whom  he  gave  the  same,  as  tenants  in  common,)  devised  his  moiety 
of  the  said  messuage  and  lands,  to  Henry  Haighton,  Edward  Entwistle,  and  six 
others,  and  their  heirs,  charged  with  the  payment  of  his  share  of  the  yearly 
rents  and  profits  of  the  estate,  to  the  said  Elizabeth  Pje,  for  her  life ; and  by 
a codicil  of  the  same  date,  he  declared,  that  the  said  devise  was  in  trust, 
^though  not  so  mentioned  in  his  will,)  that  his  devisees  should  convey  the  same 
to  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  of  the  townships  of  Ribchester, 
Hothersall  and  Dutton,  and  their  successors,  in  trust,  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
clear  yearly  rents  and  profits,  after  the  decease  of  his  mother,  to  a schoolmaster, 
to  teach  spelling,  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  gratis,  in  Ribchester  town, 
not  far  from  the  church,  for  all  the  inhabitants  children  of  Ribchester,  Hother- 
sall and  Dutton,  whose  parents  should  not  be  worth  200/.  in  real  and  personal 
estate,  but  that  all  the  children’s  parents  who  should  be  worth  200/.  and 
upwards,  should  pay  quarterage  for  their  children’s  learning.  Although  this 
devise  was  clearly  void  under  the  statute  of  9 Geo.  II.  c.  36,  it  seems  neces- 
.sary  to  notice  it,  and  to  state  the  circumstances  which  subsequently  occurred,  as 
explanatory  of  the  foundation  of  the  present  school,  and  of  Higham’s  gift. 

The  following  particulars  are  principally  taken  from  a case  drawn  up  for  the 
opinion  of  counsel  in  1813: — 

It  appears,  that  soon  after  the  decease  of  the  testator’s  mother,  a school  was 
erected  in  Ribchester,  by  the  trustees,  under  the  will  of  John  Dewhurst,  and 
that  a master  was  appointed  by  them  to  keep  school  there.  Henry  Duxbury, 
however,  the  devisee  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  estate,  under  the  will  of  Henry 
Dewhurst,  having  obtained  possession  of  the  whole  estate,  refused  to  pay  an 
adequate  rent  for  the  moiety  devised  to  John  Dewhurst,  or  to  agree  to  a par- 
tition by  way  of  compromise.  The  trustees  being  advised  that  the  devise  was 
void,  under  the  statute  of  9 Geo.  2,  agreed  to  receive  an  annual  sum  of  19/. 
from  Duxbury,  which  he  continued  to  pay  for  some  time.  In  1793,  the  trus- 
tees entered  into  a contract  with  him  for  the  sale  of  John  Dewhurst’s  moiety, 
for  709/.  25.  6d.  for  which  he  was  to  pay  interest  till  the  purchase  should  be 
completed,  and  he  agreed  to  pay  the  purchase  money  on  having  a clear  title 
made.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  interest  was  not  paid  according  to  the 
agreement,  and  that  the  trustees,  in  1795,  commenced  an  action  against  Duxbury 
to  recover  the  arrears.  The  action,  however,  was  ultimately  abandoned,  Henry 
Duxbury  agreeing  to  continue  the  yearly  payment  of  19/.  In  1801,  Henry 
Duxbury  contracted  with  Richard  Higham  for  the  sale  of  the  whole  estate, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  19/.  yearly,  to  the  trustees  of  the  school,  and  the 
estate  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  him,  and  a fine  levied  by  Duxbury  to  his  use. 
After  this  conveyance  took  place,  Richard  Higham  paid  the  yearly  sum  of  19/. 
up  to  the  year  1805,  from  which  time  the  payment  was  discontinued.  As  the 
annuity  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
established  by  deed  enrolled  in  Chancery,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  of  9 Geo.  2,  we  apprehend  that  the  payment  could  not  have  been 
enforced. 

The  following  legacy  was  probably  intended  by  the  said  Richard  Higham,  as 
a compensation  for  the  annuity  of  19/.  which  he  had  agreed  to  pay.  By  his 
will,  dated  8th  November  I8I7,  and  proved  at  Chester,  7th  August  1818,  he 
bequeathed  to  his  son,  Joseph  Higham,  his  daughter,  Emma,  the  wife  of 
Alexander  Mercer,  and  his  grandson,  Joseph  Higham,  the  sum  of  500/.  out 
of  such  part  of  his  personal  estate  as  was  not  secured  by  mortgage  or  other 
charge  upon  realty,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  lay  out  and  invest  the  same 
in  the  public  funds,  or  on  such  other  security,  or  in  such  other  manner,  as  to  them 
should  seem  expedient,  at  interest,  and  should  pay  out  of  the  produce  thereof 
the  yearly  sum  of  51.  to  Henry  Duxbury,  during  his  life,  and  should  either 
annually,  or  otherwise,  according  to  their  discretion,  pay  and  apply  the  whole 
of  the  said  dividends  or  produce,  subject  to  the  life  interest  of  the  said  Henry 
Duxbury,  in  the  said  yearly  sum  of  5/.  to  charitable  uses  or  purposes,  for  the 
benefit  or  advantage  of  such  poor  persons  residing  in  all  or  any  of  the  three 
townships  of  Ribchester,  Hothersall,  and  Dutton,  as  his  said  trustees  for  the 
time  being  should  think  proper ; the  same  charity  to  be  administered  in  alms, 
education  of  children,  or  in  such  other  manner,  and  for  such  other  charitable 
purposes  within  all  or  some  of  the  said  townships,  as  his  said  trustees  for  the 
time  being  should  think  expedient  and  proper ; and  the  ^aid  testator  thereby 
recommended  to  his  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  to  Consider  and  ascertain 
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the  practicability  of  establishing  a school  for  educating  the  poor  children  resi- 
dent in  the  said  three  townships,  according  to  the  system  of  education  prac- 
tised by  Dr.  Bell,  the  said  testator  declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  said 
three  townships  would  derive  more  permanent  advantage  from  the  said  legacy 
of  500/.  if  the  same  were  applied  to  the  furtherance  of  that  object,  than  if  it 
were  applied  in  any  other  manner,  and  a power  was  given  for  the  surviving 
trustees  to  appoint  new  trustees  from  time  to  time,  and  to  transfer  the 
property  accordingly. 

Since  the  death  of  the  testator,  Richard  Higham,  this  trust  has  been  under 
the  management — first,  of  his  son,  Joseph  Higham,  a grocer,  at  Blackburn,  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  June  1822,  and  then  of  his  executors,  until  the 
trust  was  given  up  in  January  1824,  to  Joseph  Higham,  the  grandson  of  the 
testator,  now  living  at  Cheadle. 

On  this  sum  of  500/.  interest  was  accounted  for  at  the  rate  of  4^  per  cent, 
up  to  January  1824  inclusive,  and  at  January  1825,  at  4 per  cent. 

In  the  account  sent  us  by  the  representatives  of  the  late  Joseph  Higham, 
of  Blackburn,  they  charge  themselves  with  the  interest  of  500/.  at  4^  per 
cent,  from  the  day  of  Richard  Highham’s  death,  January  15th,  1818,  to 
January  15,  1824,  inclusive,  being  six  years,  and  amounting  to  185/.  and  they 
thus  account  for  the  disbursement  of  that  sum  : — 


i8i8.  In  payment  of  the  legacy  duty  ------ 

Paid  the  annuity  given  to  Henry  Duxbury,  who  died  before 
the  end  of  the  2d  year  ------- 

To  John  Gregson,  schoolmaster,  at  Ribchester,  balance,  for 
three  years  --------- 

1822.  January  15th,  to  John  Gregson  - - - . - 

1823.  January  15th,  ditto 

1824.  January  15th,  ditto 


£. 


£.  s.  d. 

50  - - 


5 ~ ~ 

1210  - 
2210  - 
22  10  - 
22  10  - 


135  - - 


In  the  subsequent  year,  January  1825,  20/.  was  accounted  for  to  the  said 
John  Gregson,  by  Joseph  Higham,  of  Cheadle,  as  the  interest  at  4/.  per  cent. 

The  interest,  which  is  thus  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  at 
Ribchester,  has  not  in  fact  been  paid  in  money  ; but  a quantity  of  grocery 
and  other  goods  have  been  sent  to  him,  at  the  periods  above  mentioned,  to  the 
amount  (as  is  stated)  of  the  sums  charged  as  having  been  paid.  The 
schoolmaster  seems  at  least  to  have  acquiesced  in  this  mode  of  payment,  even 
if  he  did  not  expressly  consent  to  it ; but  we  apprehend  that  this  mode  of 
payment  is  very  improper.  It  also  appears  to  us,  that  the  principal  sum 
ought  to  be  immediately  invested  in  the  funds,  or  otherwise  placed  out  on  some 
good  security. 

John  Gregson,  the  present  master,  has  kept  the  school  in  Ribchester  from 
the  year  1793  to  the  present  time,  except  for  an  interval  of  seven  years.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  surviving  trustee,  under  the  will  of  John  Dewhurst,  and 
has  taught  the  scholars  in  the  building  erected  by  the  trustees,  as  before 
mentioned.  This  building  contains  one  large  room  below,  which  is  used  for 
the  school,  and  another  of  the  same  size,  above,  which  the  master  inhabits. 

From  1793  to  1796,  Mr.  Gregson  received  some  payments  from  the  trustees, 
under  Dewhurst’s  will,  but  not  a regular  stipend  ; he  was  removed  from  the 
school  in  1796,  and  in  1803  was  re-instated.  He  then  received  from  the 
trustees,  above  mentioned,  19/.  yearly,  up  to  1805.  From  1808,  until  after 
the  death  of  Richard  Higham,  he  received  no  payment,  except  what  arose 
from  voluntary  gifts.  We  have  already  stated  what,  according  to  the  account 
given  us  by  the  trustees,  the  master  has  received  under  Richard  Higham’s 
will ; but  there  is  some  difference  between  that  account  and  the  account  given 
by  Mr.  Gregson,  which  is  probably  to  be  attributed  to  the  mode  of  payment 
which  has  been  adopted. 

In  respect  of  the  salary  received  by  Mr.  Gregson  from  the  trustees  of  John 
Dewhurst,  and  the  executors  of  Richard  Higham,  he  has  taught  all  the  children 
of  poor  parents  of  the  townships  of  Ribchester,  Dutton,  and  Hothersall,  in 
reading,  without  any  charge  for  such  instruction,  and  in  writing  and  arithmetic, 
for  which  he  has  been  paid  by  the  parents.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  he 
had  about  100  scholars. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  RIBCHESTER. 

Charities  of  Norcrosse  and  others. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  ^9th  and  30th  June  1732,  .Ribchester. 

between  John  Dods  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  of  the  one  part;  and  John  Ireland,  charitie'  of 

one  of  the  churchwardens,  and  John  Alston  and  John  Hesmondhalgh,  overseers  Norcrosse  &"’o°hers. 

of  Ribchester,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  John  Dods  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  v ^ 

in  consideration  of  301.  parcel  of  the  stock  for  the  poor  in  Ribchester,  viz.  20/. 
thereof  being  a donation  given  by  William  Norcrosse,  towards  binding  poor 
apprentices;  and  the  other  10/.  being  a donation  of  one  Jenkinson,  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  of  Ribchester,  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Ireland  and  others,  and 
their  successors  in  the  said  offices,  a messuage  or  dwelling-house,  new  improved 
grounds  and  premises,  called  Blackburns,  and  containing,  by  estimation,  three 
acres,  subject  to  a lease  granted  to  the  said  John  Dods,  for  99  years,  if  he  or 
his  wife  should  so  long  live,  for  the  only  use  or  uses  that  the  said  purchase 
money  was  first  intended  and  designed  for. 

Indorsed  upon  the  said  deed,  is  a memorandum,  that  10/.  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  was  left  to  the  poor  of  Ribchester,  by  Robert  Jenkinson, 
merchant  tailor,  of  London,  the  interest  to  be  disposed  of  yearly,  by  the  church- 
wardens of  Ribchester ; and  therefore  they,  whose  names  were  underwritten, 
being  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  promised  that  the  yearly  interest  of 
the  10/.  should  be  paid  to  the  churchwarden  for  the  time  being,  that  he  might 
dispose  of  it  according  to  the  intent  of  the  donor. 

The  lease  to  John  Dods  was  dated  1st  July  1732,  and  a nominal  rent  only 
was  thereby  reserved.  It  was  this  circumstance,  probably,  that  rendered  the 
undertaking  indorsed  upon  the  deed  necessary. 

The  premises  above  mentioned,  were,  for  many  years,  in  the  possession  of 
Thomas  Dickinson,  who  died  in  May  1825,  and  to  whom  it  is  supposed  a lease 
of  this  property  had  been  granted  for  his  life,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2/.  10  5. 

The  premises  consist  of  a house,  which  is  now  in  bad  repair,  and  two  small 
fields,  and  are  worth  altogether  about  10/.  a year.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 

August  1825,  they  had  not  been  re-let  since  the  death  of  Thomas  Dickinson. 

Besides  the  sums  laid  out  in  the  purchase  above  mentioned,  there  is  a sum 
of  40/.  supposed  to  have  been  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  town- 
ship of  Ribchester.  This  sum  was  lent  out  on  private  security,  till  about 
seven  years  ago,  when  it  was  called  in  by  the  overseer,  and  applied  towards 
the  payment  of  a debt  then  due  from  the  township,  upon  an  understanding 
that  interest  should  in  future  be  paid  out  of  the  poor  rates,  and  the  yearly 
sum  of  1 /.  165.  has  since  been  paid  accordingly. 

The  interest  of  the  40/.  and  the  sum  of  1/.  9-^.  part  of  the  rent  above  men- 
tioned, have  been  distributed  by  the  vicar,  churchwarden  and  overseer,  on  the 
22d  of  December  annually,  in  small  sums,  varying  from  I5.  to  2s.  6d.  amongst 
poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Ribchester.  The  residue  of  the  rent,  1 /.  1 5. 
is  reserved  in  each  year,  and  carried  to  the  overseer’s  account,  to  be  applied 
towards  putting  out  apprentices,  in  respect  of  the  20  /.  given  for  that  purpose 
by  William  Norcrosse,  as  stated  in  the  purchase  deed  above  abstracted.  Ap- 
prentices are  occasionally  bound  out  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
and  the  premiums  paid  with  them  have  upon  an  average  considerably  exceeded 
the  amount  of  1/.  I5.  per  annnum. 

Standford’s  Dole. 

James  Standford,  by  will,  bearing  date  the  20th  November  1695,  ordered  standford’s  Dole 
the  sum  of  150/.  to  be  laid  out  at  the  discretion  of  his  executors,  Francis 
Burdett  and  Stephen  Tempest,  esquires,  for  a fund,  the  revenue  of  the  said 
fund  yearly  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  (Catholics  especially)  of  the 
townships  of  Styd,  Bailey,  and  Ribchester,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  as 
followeth  ; viz.  one  half  of  the  revenue  to  the  poor  of  Styd,  one  quarter  to  the 
poor  of  Baileys  and  one  quarter  to  the  poor  of  Ribchester. 

This  legacy,  together  with  a further  sum  of  300/.  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  Stephen  Tempest,  esquire,  (the  son  of  one  of  the  executors),  in  trust,  for 
other  purposes,  not  within  the  scope  of  our  inquiiy,  was  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase ofland,  which  was  conveyed  by  the  following  indentures  ; — 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  latter  bearing  date  31st  July  1740, 
and  made  between  Charlotte  Rebecca  Squire,  of  the  one  part ; and  Matthew, 

Rep.  15.  G 2 Robinson, 
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Robinson,  esquire,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Cliarlotte  Rebecca  Squire,  in 
consideration  of  452/.  105.  conveyed  to  the  said  Matthew  Robinson,  a close 
or  parcel  of  meadow  or  pasture  ground,  commonly  called  the  Far  Gallow 
Syke,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  acres ; and  two  other  closes  of  meadow 
or  pasture  ground,  commonly  called  the  Little  Lambert  Hills,  containing,  by 
estimation,  two  acres. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  latter  bearing  date  .‘30th  March 
1741,  and  made  between  Matthew  Robinson,  of  the  one  part ; and  Stephen 
Tempest,  of  the  other  part ; after  reciting  the  above  deed,  and  reciting  that 
the  said  sum  of  452/.  IO5.  the  purchase  money  therein  mentioned,  was  all  the 
proper  money  of  the  said  Stephen  Tempest,  the  said  Matthew  Robinsoiv 
for  a nominal  consideration,  conveyed  the  said  lands  to  the  said  Stephen- 
Tempest,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

This  charity  appears  always  to  have  been  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  Tempest’s  family,  no  trustees  having  ever  been  appointed. 

In  the  year  ^ certain  portion  of  these  lands  was  sold  to  the  pro- 

prietors of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal,  for  80/.  IO5.  which,  together 
with  a balance  then  in  hand,  amounting  in  all  to  100/.  was  advanced  on 
security  of  the  tolls  of  the  Skipton  and  Clitheroe  roads,  and  still  remains  on 
that  security,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

The  Far  Gallow  Syke  is  now  let  to  John  Stirk,  of  Skipton,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  34/.,  and  the  Little  Lambert  Hills,  to  John  Cooper,  of  Skipton, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  I6/. ; these  are  considered  very  high  rents. 

Of  the  income  arising  from  the  sources  above  mentioned,  one  third  part 
(according  to  the  proportion  which  the  money  belonging  to  this  charity  bore 
to  the  whole  consideration  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate  above  mentioned) 
is  transmitted  to  the  Rev.  James  Wagstafie,  a Roman  Catholic  priest,  resident 
at  Stidd,  and  the  amount  is  disposed  of  by  him  amongst  poor  persons  of  the 
township  of  Ribchester,  and  of  the  districts  of  Stidd,  which  is  in  the  parish 
of  Ribchester,  and  Bailey,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Mitton,  in  the  county 
of  York. 

The  directions  of  the  testator  have  been  generally  observed,  as  to  the 
proportion  disposed  of  in  each  of  the  places  above  mentioned,  except  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  during  which  a greater  proportion  has  been  dis- 
posed of  in  the  township  of  Ribchester,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
poor  there.  The  distribution  has  been  made  chiefly  in  clothing,  and  princi- 
pally, but  not  exclusively,  for  the  benefit  of  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
persuasion. 

For  some  years  previous  to  ISO6,  the  income  of  this  charity  was  paid  by  the 
priest  at  Stidd,  to  the  churchwardens  of  Ribchester,  who  disposed  of  the 
amount  in  small  sums,  amongst  Protestants  and  Catholics,  indiscriminately. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  ALSTON. 

Richard  Houghton’s  Charity. 

Alston.  The  particulars  of  this  charity,  under  which  the  poor  of  the  township  of 

Alston  are  entitled  to  one  moiety  of  the  rent  of  a close,  called  Wood  Crook, 

Richa^^Houghton’s  Whittingham,  will  be  found  in  our  11th  Report,  p.  327.  Since  that  account 
was  drawn  up,  the  rent  has  been  reduced  from  10/.  to  51.  the  close  having  been 
let  at  this  rent,  by  a verbal  agreement,  for  a term  of  seven  years  from 
2d  February  1825,  to  Richard  Dixon,  the  tenant,  who  had  previously  held  it  at 
10/.  The  cause  assigned  for  this  great  reduction  is,  that  the  land  was  very 
much  impoverished,  by  having  been  too  frequently  ploughed.  The  trustees 
found  that  they  could  not  let  the  land  to  advantage  to  any  other  person,  as 
there  was  no  road  to  it,  except  through  other  grounds,  belonging  to  Richard 
Dixon,  and  they  therefore  let  the  close  to  him  again,  upon  an  engagement  on 
his  part,  that  he  would  lay  it  down  in  grass.  It  is  stated,  that  it  will  be  several 
years  before  the  land  can  be  brought  into  a good  state  of  cultivation.  The 
Rev.  Robert  Parkinson  and  William  Buck,  two  of  the  trustees  residing  in 
Alston,  distribute  one  moiety  of  the  rents  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  amongst  the 
poor  of  this  township,  generally  in  sums  varying  from  6c/.  to  25.  6c/.  and  of 
late  years,  a regular  account  of  the  distribution  has  been  kept.  Previously  lo 
1819,  10  5.  out  of  the  sum  of  1 /.  IO5.  which  was  the  share  then  payable  to  this 
township,  was  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Dilworth,  but  this 

practice 
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practice  was  discontinued,  as  it  was  found  not  to  be  consistent  with  the  Alston, 
directions  of  the  donor. 

Thomas  Houghton’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  Thomas  Houghton's  charity,  under  which,  the  poor  of  this  Thomas  Houghton’s 
township  with  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Elston,  in  the  parish  of  Preston,  are  Charity. 

entitled  to  one-fourth  of  the  rents  of  a farm,  situate  in  Woodplumpton  and  ' ^ 

Broughton,  will  be  found  in  our  11th  Report,  p.  381.  Of  this  fourth  part  of 
the  rent,  one  third  is  given  to  the  poor  of  Elston,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
poor  of  Alston.  This  division  is  very  ancient,  and  the  poor  in  this  township  are 
much  more  numerous  than  those  in  Elston. 

The  sum  of  10/.  is  transmitted  by  Richard  Walmsley,  one  of  the  trustees,  to 
one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  this  township,  and  it  is  distributed  on 
St.  Thomas’s  day,  by  the  minister,  township  officers,  and  principal  inhabitants, 
amongst  all  the  poor  of  this  township,  together  with  the  sum  of  8^.  being  the 
yearly  produce  of  Jenkinson’s  charity,  hereafter  mentioned,  in  sums  varying 
from  1 s.  6‘  d.  to  7 s. 

Jenkinson’s  Charity. 

There  is  an  entry  in  a book  belonging  to  this  township,  dated  in  1777>  .Itnkinson'g 

signed  by  several  of  the  inhabitants,  stating,  that  as  10/.  called  Jenkinson's  Chanty, 
money,  left  to  be  divided  amongst  poor  housekeepers  at  Christmas,  had  been 
expended  for  the  town’s  use,  it  was  agreed  that  the  overseer  should  distribute 
every  year  to  poor  housekeepers,  8 s.  yearly,  from  the  town  for  ever,  or  the 
money  made  up  and  put  out  again. 

The  annual  sum  of  85.  is  paid  out  of  the  poor’s  rates  by  the  overseer,  and 
distributed  with  Thomas  Houghton’s  charity,  as  before  stated. 


Charities  of  Gregson  and  Eccles. 

Thomas  Gregson,  by  will,  bearing  date  28th  December  1742,  charged  a charities  of 
messuage  and  tenement,  in  Alston,  containing  by  estimation  272  acres,  which  Gregson  & Eccles. 
he  gave  to  Thomas  Eccles,  his  nephew  and  his  heirs,  and  a leasehold  tenement, 
held  under  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  with  the  payment  (amongst  other  legacies)  of 
10/.  to  his  executors,  which  he  directed  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  that  the 
interest  should  be  applied,  yearly,  by  them  and  the  survivor,  and  their  heirs, 
executors  and  administrators,  for  ever,  toward  clothing  such  of  the  poor  of 
Alston,  as  his  executors  should  think  proper. 

The  saitl  Thomas  Eccles,  by  will,  bearing  date  7th  March  1777j  gave  to  his 
brother,  Edmond  Eccles,  and  his  eldest  son,  Seth  Eccles,  and  the  survivor,  and 
the  heirs  of  such  survivor,  his  freehold  estate,  then  in  his  possession,  containing 
26  acres,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  to  the  use  of  his  son,  Thomas,  and  his 
heirs,  charged  upon  the  said  Thomas’s  coming  of  age,  with  the  payment  of 
10  /.  the  interest  of  which  he  directed  should  be  applied  for  ever  towards 
clothing  such  of  the  poor  of  Alston,  as  his  executors  and  the  survivor  of  them, 
should  think  proper.  It  is  supposed  jhat  this  was  only  intended  as  a confir- 
mation of  the  former  gift  of  10 7. 

Thomas  Eccles,  the  devisee  under  the  last  mentioned  will,  was  a cotton 
spinner,  and  failed  in  business,  and  this  estate  was  sold  by  his  assignees  to 
Seth  Eccles,  the  present  proprietor.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  10/.  was 
ever  paid,  or  that  any  thing  has  ever  been  given  to  the  poor  in  respect  thereof, 
and  as  both  the  wills  bear  date  subsequently  to  the  passing  of  the  statute  of 
9 Geo.  2.  c.  J6.  the  gift  seems  to  be  irrecoverable. 

Berry’s  Charity. 


The  following  account  of  the  gift  of  James  Berry  was  obtained  from  Thomas  Kerry’s  Charity. 
Eccles,  now  living  at  Alston  : 

James  Berry,  of  Alston,  in  his  life-time,  gave  to  Seth  Eccles,  of  Alston,  tanner, 
the  sum  of  200/.  then  in  the  Preston  bank,  in  or  about  the  year  1803,  with 
this  verbal  injunction,  “ that  he  should  distribute  the  yearly  interest  amongst 
such  poor  and  distressed  people,  as  he  in  his  discretion  should  consider  as  objects 
of  charity.” 

The  sum  of  200  /.,  above  mentioned,  was  withdrawn  from  the  bank,  and  has 
not  been  placed  out  on  any  security  ; it  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  above- 
named  Seth  Eccles,  till  he  died  in  1822,  when  it  came  to  his  son,  Thomas 
Eccles,  who  still  holds  it.  He  distributes  8 /.  yearly,  as  the  interest  thereof,  in 
the  same  manner  as  his  father  formerly  did,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of 
Rep.  1.5.  G 3 Alston, 
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Alston.  Alston,  or  the  neighbourhood,  as  apply  to  him  about  Christmas.  Seth  Eccles 

•; was  a Roman  Catholic,  and  his  son  is  of  the  same  persuasion  j but  the  distri- 

Berry  s Chanty,  is  not  confined  to  persons  of  any  particular  religion. 

contirmed,  ^ ^ 

TOWNSHIP  OF  DILWORTH. 


Ilo.^DEs’s  Charity.  • 

Dilworth.  Frames  Ruades,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  1st  February  1696,  and  proved  in 

the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Richmond ; reciting,  that  she  was  possessed  of  a 

Roades’s  Charity,  certain  parcel  of  land,  whereon  she  then  lived,  desired  that  her  father-in-law, 
George  Singleton,  should  have  the  house  wherein  she  then  lived,  for  his  life ; 
and  all  the  rest,  residue  and  remainder  thereof,  with  the  house  (so  limited  to 
her  father),  after  his  death,  she  appointed  to  be  given  to  poor  distressed  house- 
keepers of  Dilworth,  for  all  eternity. 

lly  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  22d  December  1801,  between  John 
Cottain,  of  the  one  part  ; and  the  Rev.  Robert  Parkinson  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting,  that  the  said  John  Cottam  was  entitled  to,  and  in  the  receipt  of  the 
rents  of  the  hereditaments,  thereinafter  mentioned,  upon  the  trusts  contained  in 
the  will  of  the  said  Frances  Roades,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  appointing 
new  trustees,  for  the  management  of  the  said  charity,  and  a perpetual  succes- 
sion of  them,  in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  John  Cottam,  granted 
and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  Robert  Parkinson  and  his  heirs,  a messuage  in 

Dilworth,  with  a barn  and  out-bnildings,  and  four  closes  or  parcels  of  land, 

containing  about  three  acres,  customary  measure,  thereunto  belonging,  to  the 
use  of  the  said  John  Cottam  and  Robert  Parkinson,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust, 
to  nominate  another  fit  person  to  be  a trustee  with  them,  and  that  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  death  or  refusal  to  act  of  any  trustee,  the  trustees  should 

nominate  another  person,  so  as  to  keep  up  the  number  of  three,  and  that  such 

nominations  should  be  entered  in  a book,  wherein  should  also  be  entered 
all  such  orders  and  regulations  as  the  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  think 
proper ; provided,  that  when  any  trustee  should  be  appointed,  in  lieu  of  the 
said  John  Cottain,  or  such  of  his  family  or  kindred  as  were  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, there  should  be  any  of  the  family  or  kindred  of  the  said  John  Cottam, 
entitled  to  an  estate  in  Ribchester,  called  Know  Green,  near  adjoining  the  said 
premises,  such  person  should  be  appointed  : And  it  was  thereby  agreed,  that  the 
trustees  should  manage  the  said  lands,  and  superintend  the  letting  and  repairs 
thereof,  as  they  should  think  proper,  and  should  apply  the  rents,  after  deducting 
all  necessary  charges,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Frances  Roades. 

No  third  trustee  appears  to  have  been  appointed  in  the  manner  directed  by 
this  deed,  till  19th  June  1823,  when  Mr.  Cottam  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  by  an 
entry  in  the  book  of  the  charity,  appointed  Mr.  James  Dilworth  to  be  a trustee, 
jointly  with  them. 

The  charity  premises  consist  of  a house  and  shippon,  and  four  closes,  con- 
taining about  three  acres  (customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Eastham,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  9/.  9s. 
per  annum,  the  trustees  doing  the  repairs,  and  paying  one-half  of  the  taxes. 

The  same  tenant  has  held  the  premises  since  1801',  at  the  same  rent,  and 
before  that  time  at  8 /.  8 s.  per  annum.  It  is  stated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parkinson 
and  Mr.  James  Spencer,  that  the  premises  have  not  been  well  managed  by  the 
tenant,  but  that  they  think  them  worth  about  14  /.  per  annum,  but  that 
Mr.  Cottam  has  hitherto  been  unwilling  to  have  the  rent  raised.  In  1823,  the 
buildings  were  put  into  a good  state  of  repair,  at  an  expense  of  about  14/.;  a 
small  quantity  of  timber  was  cut  and  sold  from  the  property,  in  1824,  to  the 
amount  of  2/.  10  5'.  Gd.,  which  was  brought  to  account. 

The  trustees  meet  on  20th  December  annually,  and  (after  deducting  the 
sums  paid  for  repairs  and  for  taxes,  and  some  charges  for  the  expenses  of  the 
meeting)  they  distribute  the  residue  of  the  rents  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Dilworth,  in  sums  usually  varying  from  about  2 5.  to  5 s.  At  the 
last  meeting,  in  December  1824,  a sum  of  2/.  75.  was  reserved  by  the  trus- 
tees to  pay  for  some  repairs  not  then  completed.  In  the  accounts  of  the 
year  1824,  two  sums  of  1 /.  85.  9 c/-  imd  13  5.  8 d.  were  charged  as  the  expenses 
of  the  meeting  held  in  that  year.  Nearly  the  whole  of  that  expense  was 
incurred  by  Mr.  John  Cottam,  one  of  the  trustees,  who  came  over  from  Preston, 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  meeting,  Mr.  Cottam  having  sold  the  estate 
which  he  formerly  held,  called  Know  Green,  several  years  ago,  and  now 

residing 
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residing  at  a considerable  distance  from  Dilwortli.  Under  these  circumstances,  Dilwoith. 

it  seems  that  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  charity,  if  he  was  to  resign  

the  trust  in  favour  of  some  person  resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  would 
concur  with  the  other  trustees  in  letting  the  estate  at  its  full  value. 


Townley’s  Charity. 

Henry  Townley,  by  will,  dated  23d  January  I776,  bequeathed  all  his  personal  Townley’s  Charity. 

estate,  after  payment  of  his  debts  and  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses,  to  ' ' 

Cuthbert  Singleton  and  three  others,  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  same,  and  place  out  the  produce  upon  good 
security,  and  to  pay  the  yearly  interest  thereof,  for  ever,  after  the  decease  of 
certain  persons  therein  mentioned,  to  such  poor  necessitous  persons,  having  legal 
settlements  in  Dilworth,  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  think  proper  objects, 
on  every  21st  of  December ; and  when  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees 
should  die,  he  directed  the  survivors,  by  a memorandum  in  writing,  to  nominate 
such  substantial  person  or  persons,  inhabiting  in  Dilworth,  as  they  should  think 
fit,  in  the  room  of  such  person  or  persons  so  dying,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  survivors  in  the  trust  thereby  reposed  in  them. 

The  residue  of  the  personal  estate  of  Henry  Townley  is  understood  to  have 
produced  the  sum  of  100/.  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  authen- 
ticated account  thereof.  This  sum  was  lent  out  on  bond,  till  about  two 
years  ago,  when  it  was  agreed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  to  call  it  in, 
and  apply  it  to  the  building  of  a workhouse,  which  was  erected  for  the  town- 
ships of  Ribchester,  Dutton,  Dilworth  and  Hothersall.  From  that  time,  the 
yearly  sum  of  4/.  10  5.  which  was  the  amount  of  interest  previously  received, 
has  been  paid  out  of  the  poor’s  rates.  No  memorandum  of  this  transaction 
has  been  entered  in  the  books.  The  contribution  of  the  township  of  Dilworth 
towards  the  building  of  the  house,  was  325  /. 

Trustees  have  been  from  time  to  time  appointed  in  writing  by  the  survivors, 
to  make  up  the  number  of  three.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  in  August  1825, 
there  was  one  vacancy. 

The  interest  is  received  from  the  overseers,  and  is  distributed  by  one  of 
the  trustees,  on  the  21st  of  December,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the  town- 
ship, and  in  such  proportions,  as  is  determined  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees, 
held  previously  for  the  purpose.  The  sums  given  to  each  person  generally 
vary  from  lx.  &d.  to  4x. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  DUTTON. 


Charities  of  Townley  and  others. 

The  following  benefactions  have  been  given  at  different  times,  to  the  poor 
of  the  township  of  Dutton  : — 

In  1747, — the  sum  of  25  /.  was  given  by  Henry  Toumley,  esq.  and  Ann  his 
wife,  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  in  cloth,  and  given  yearly  to  the  poor  house- 
keepers of  Dutton,  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens. 

1789, — the  sum  of  50  /.  was  given  by  Townley  Ward,  esq.  grandson  of  the 
said  Henry  and  Ann  Townley,  the  interest  to  be  applied  in  like  manner. 

And  in  1790, — the  further  sum  of  50  /.  was  given  by  Mrs.  Jennet  Ward, 
daughter  of  the  above  named  Henry  and  Ann  Townley,  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  April  1807, — the  above  mentioned  sums,  with  a small  addition  of  interest, 
were  laid  out,  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ward  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ship, in  the  purchase  of  198  /.  l6x.  3 per  cents. 

In  January  1808, — Mr.  Ward  added  to  this  fund  a benefaction  of  50/. 
which  produced  a further  sum  of  75/.  'SsAJd,  3 per  cents,  making  altogether, 

273/.  19  X.  9 t/. 

In  January  1819, — this  stock  was  sold,  and  the  produce  was  immediately 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  200/.  late  navy  5 per  cents,  in  tlie  names  of 
W.  Cross,  the  Rev.  J.  Quartley,  and  the  Rev.  It.  Parkinson,  and  in  lieu  thereof, 
there  is  now  standing  in  the  same  names,  210/.  new  4 per  cents. 

The  dividends  are  received  by  a banker  at  Preston,  and  Mr.  Cross  gives 
annually  an  order  to  the  overseer  for  the  payment  of  them.  The  amount  is 
laid  out  by  the  overseer  in  linen  and  cloth  of  various  sorts,  which  is  distributed 
amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Dutton,  according  to  an  arrangement 
previously  settled  at  a meeting  of  the  churchwarden,  overseer,  and  some  of  the 
principal  inhabitants.  The  names  of  the  persons,  and  the  quantity  of  clothing 
given  to  each,  are  entered  in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  HOTHERSALL. 

Jenkinson’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  10/.  supposed  to  have  been  left  to  the  poor  of  Hothersall  by 
Robert  Jenkinson,  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  about  36  years  ago,  towards 
building  three  cottages  for  the  poor;  9s.  or  10s.  yearly,  is  paid  as  interest  out 
the  overseer’s  book  on  this  account,  and  is  distributed  about  Christmas  amongst 
the  poor  of  the  township,  in  sums  of  1 s.  or  1 5.  6d. 


PARISH  OF  WHALLEY. 

Grammar  School. 

It  appears  by  the  exemplification  of  a record  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  of 
Michaelmas  term,  12th  Elizabeth,  that  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  knight,  and  Robert 
Keileway,  esq.  (who  were  appointed  under  a commission  dated  20  June, 
2 Edward  6,  to  take  order  for  the  maintenance  of  schools,  preachers,  &c.)  by 
a warrant  dated  20th  July  in  the  same  year,  directed  to  the  auditor  and  receiver 
of  the  court  of  augmentaton  of  the  crown  revenues  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
(in  which  it  was  recited,  that  it  appeared  by  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor  of 
lands  of  the  said  court,  that  a grammar  school  had  been  continually  kept  in 
AVhalley,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  there  had  had  for  his  stipend  and  wages 
yearly,  13/.  6s.  8d.  and  that  such  school  was  meet  and  necessary  to  be  con- 
tinued), assigned  and  appointed  that  the  said  grammar  school  should  continue, 
and  that  William  Thulau  should  have  the  place  of  schoolmaster,  and  should 
have  such  wages  yearly,  and  they  thereby  required  the  said  receiver  to  pay 
the  same  out  of  the  King’s  revenues,  until  further  order  ; whereupon  and  upon 
the  petition  of  Peter  Carter,  the  succeeding  schoolmaster,  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  ordered  that  the  said  stipend  of  13  /.  65.  8d.  should  be  paid  to  him. 

The  yearly  sum  of  12/.  8s.  2c?.  is  now  received  by  the  schoolmaster,  through 
Mr.  S.  Crane  of  Pieston,  from  John  Fryer,  the  receiver  of  the  crown  rents, 
residing  at  Newcastle  on  Tyne,  the  sums  of  45.  2d.  and  145.  4 d,  being  deducted 
for  the  auditor’s  and  receiver’s  fees. 

In  a book  relating  to  Chewe’s  Dole,  and  other  charities  herein  after  mentioned, 
there  is  an  entry,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  w^as  in  177I  a school  stock  of 
80  /.  consisting  of  10  /.  the  gift  of  John  Chewe,  and  70  /.  the  gift  of  Sir  lidmund 
Assheton.  This  sum  was  laid  out  with  other  money  belonging  to  the  charities, 
in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  in  Great  Harwood,  the  particulars  of  which  will 
be  stated  hereafter,  and  in  respect  thereof,  a proportion  of  the  rents  is  paid  to 
the  schoolmaster,  which  in  1824,  and  for  several  years  previous,  amounted  to 
4/.  145.  per  annum. 

A school  and  a dwelling-house  adjoining,  appear  to  have  been  built  by  sub- 
scription, in  1725,  upon  a plot  of  ground  set  out  for  the  purpose,  which  was 
probably  part  of  the  waste.  The  dwelling-house,  with  a garden  and  orchard 
belonging  thereto,  was  occupied  by  the  master,  until  the  year  1821,  when 
he  was  presented  to  the  vicarage  of  Whalley ; he  now  lets  the  premises,  at 
a rent  of  15/.  per  annum.  The  buildings  are  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

The  property  above  mentioned,  constitutes  the  whole  endowment  of  the 
grammar  school,  but  the  pre.sent  master  also  receives  the  benefit  of  a legacy, 
lately  bequeathed  by  John  Read,  for  providing  for  the  free  instruction  of 
such  and  so  many  poor  child.^en,  as  his  trustees  should  appoint,  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  other  useful  knowledge.  The  particulars  of  this 
benefaction,  as  it  is  not  attached  to  the  grammar  school,  will  be  given  under  a 
distinct  head. 

The  appointment  of  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  is  supposed  to  be 
vested  either  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Whalley,  or  in  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  eight  townships  which  contribute  to  the  repai!"s  of  the  parish 
church  ; the  Rev.  Richard  Noble,  who  has  held  the  office  from  the  year  1813, 
states,  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  townshi])  of  Whalley.  The 
school  is  open  foi'  free  instruction  in  the  classics  to  all  boys  of  the  township  of 
Whalley,  and  the  neighbourhood  ; but  for  instruction  in  reading,  3 s.  6 d.  a 
quarter  is  jiaid  by  the  children  of  the  township  of  Whalley,  and  5 s.  a quarter, 
by  day-scholars,  coming  from  other  townships.  For  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing,  the  master  charges  135.  a quarter,  and  for  reading,  writing  and 
accounts,  and  general  instruction,  20  5.  a (luarler,  and  except  when  they  learn 

reading 
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reading  only,  no  distinction  is  made  between  the  boys  of  the  township  of  Whalley, 
and  other  day-scholars,  the  amount  of  these  charges  is  left  to  the  master. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  there  were  in  the  school  12  day 
scholars,  seven  of  whom  were  learning  latin.  The  number  appears  to  have  fallen 
off  of  late  years,  which  is  attributed  to  the  establishment  of  another  school  in 
Whalley,  on  the  national  system ; Mr.  Noble  has  not  at  present  any  boarders. 

Read’s  Charity. 

John  Read,  of  Knightsbridge,  by  will  dated  I6th  October  1813,  gave  to  Adam 
Cottam,  of  Whalley,  Matthew  Dyer,  of  Knightsbridge,  John  Read  the  elder, 
and  John  Read  the  younger,  of  Clitheroe,  520/.  upon  trust,  that  they,  their 
assigns  and  successors,  to  be  appointed  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  should  invest 
the  same  in  the  public  funds,  or  upon  such  good  security  as  they  should  think 
proper,  and  should  out  of  the  dividends  and  interest  thereof,  pay  to  the  treasurer 
of  St.  George’s  Hospital  at  Hyde  Park,  2 /.  25.  yearly,  provided  that  his  trustees 
should  have  the  liberty  of  recommending  patients  thereto,  as  subscribers  of 
2/.  25.  per  annum,  and  should  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  charity  school  in 
Knightsbridge  2/.  25.  yearly,  and  should  pay  the  remainder  of  such  dividends 
or  interest,  subject  to  the  charges  of  the  trustees,  to  the  master  of  the  charity 
school  at  Whalley,  or  such  other  schoolmaster  in  the  town  of  Whalley,  as  his 
trustees  for  the  time  being  should  think  fit,  upon  this  express  condition,  that  the 
master  of  the  said  charity  school  at  Whalley,  or  such  other  schoolmaster,  should 
at  all  times,  for  ever  diligently,  and  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  without  any  further 
or  other  compensation  or  reward,  teach  and  instruct  such  and  so  many  poor 
children  of  the  parish  of  Whalley,  and  the  parishes  adjacent,  in  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  other  useful  knowledge,  as  his  trustees  should  think  reasonable, 
as  day-scholars,  in  the  said  charity  school  of  Whalley,  or  other  school  to  be 
established  there  by  his  trustees  ; and  he  directed,  that  the  said  children,  with 
their  master,  should  on  every  Sabbath  day  meet  at  the  school-house,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  parish  church,  and  hear  divine  service  ; and  to  perpetuate  the  said 
charity,  and  that  the  bequest  might  be  generally  known  and  remembered,  and* 
not  perverted  to  any  other  purpose  than  by  his  will  intended,  he  directed  that 
a stone  should  be  provided  by  his  trustees  out  of  the  interest  of  the  said  bequest, 
and  placed  over  the  door  of  the  house  where  the  children  were  to  be  educated, 
with  an  inscription,  (the  particulars  of  which  are  set  forth  in  his  will),  recording 
the  bequest ; and  he  directed,  that  his  trustees  should  on  St.  Stephen’s  day,  in 
every  year,  being  his  birth-day,  pay  out  of  the  interest  to  the  six  bell-ringers  of 
the  parish  church  of  Whalley,  5 s.  apiece;  and  he  further  directed,  that  the 
children  to  be  educated  by  his  bequest,  should  be  nominated  by  his  trustees,  or 
such  person  as  they  might  authorize  in  that  behalf,  provided  that,  in  making 
such  nominations,  his  relations  however  remote,  should  at  all  times  be  preferred, 
and  that  when  one  or  more  of  his  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should 
nominate  others,  to  keep  up  the  number  of  four  at  the  least,  and  that  the  secu- 
rities wherein  the  trust  money  should  be  vested,  should  be  assigned  to  the 
surviving  trustees  and  new  trustee,  and  that  with  the  exception  of  one  trustee, 
to  be  resident  if  possible,  in  London,  the  proprietor  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Clerk  Hill  estate,  in  the  parish  of  Whalley,  and  such  other  competent  persons, 
as  should  reside  in  the  parish,  should  be  preferred ; and  he  appointed  the  said 
Adam  Cottam,  and  the  three  other  trustees  before  mentioned,  and  Alice  Wilson, 
his  executors;  and  he  gave  to  each  of  his  executors,  50/.  for  their  trouble. 

The  amount  of  the  above  mentioned  legacy,  after  deducting  the  duty,  was 
laid  out  inNov%  1814,  in  the  purchase  of  485  /.  10  5.  navy  5 per  cents,  and  the 
legacy  of  50/.  to  which  Mr.  Cottam  was  entitled  as  one  of  the  executors,  was 
given  by  him  for  the  advancement  of  the  charity,  and  was  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chose  of  47/.  7 s.  6 d.  in  the  same  stock,  making  together,  532/.  IJ s.  (jd.  in 
lieu  of  which,  there  is  now  a sum  of  559/-  105.  5 d.  new  4 per  cents,  standing 
in  the  names  of  Adam  Cottam,  Matthew  Dyer,  John  Read  the  elder,  and  John 
Read  the  younger,  the  two  last  of  whom  are  stated  to  be  dead. 

The  dividends  on  this  stock,  amounting  to  22/.  75-6  rf.  per  annum,  are 
1 received  by  Mr.  Matthew  Dyer,  and  after  deducting  the  sum  of  2 /.  25.  a year, 
which  is  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  St.  George’s  Hospital,  and  the  like  sum 
» payable  to  Knightsbridge  school,  and  some  trifling  expenses,  the  residue  is 

I remitted  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school,  by  half  yearly  payments,  through 

I the  Blackburn  bank.  No  part  of  the  dividends  have  been  paid  to  the  ringers 

I on  St.  Stephen’s  day,  nor  have  the  trustees  put  up  a stone,  with  an  inscription 
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recording  this  legacy,  as  directed  by  the  testator.  As  to  the  latter  requisition, 
the  testator  seems  rather  to  have  contemplated  the  establishment  of  a new  school, 
than  the  engrafting  this  benefaction  upon  the  school  already  in  existence  ; and 
it  is  supposed,  that  the  clause  alluded  to  was  originally  inserted,  with  reference 
to  a bequest  of  much  greater  amount,  which  the  testator  had  at  one  time 
intended  to  have  given  for  this  purpose. 

We  have  already  stated  in  our  account  of  the  grammar  school,  that  the 
Rev.  Richard  Noble,  the  present  master,  receives  a quarterly  payment  from 
every  scholar,  according  to  what  he  is  taught,  except  for  classical  instruction. 
No  children  have  been  appointed  by  the  trustees  to  be  taught  free,  in  respect 
of  Read’s  benefaction;  and  Mr.  Noble  states,  that  the  trustees  have  never 
required  him  to  give  any  gratuitous  instruction,  and  that  up  to  the  time  of  our 
inquiry,  he  was  not  aware  of  the  provisions  in  Mr.  Read’s  will. 

As  there  are  only  two  of  the  trustees  living,  of  whom  Mr.  Adam  Cottam  is 
the  only  one  resident  in  Whalley,  or  the  neighbourhood,  we  recommended  him 
to  take  steps  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  of  whom  Robert  Whalley 
esq.  as  the  owner  of  the  Clerk  Hill  estate,  ought,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  testator,  to  be  one,  if  he  will  accept  the  trust ; and  we  suggested,  that 
as  soon  as  new  trustees  should  be  appointed,  some  regulations  should  be 
adopted,  whereby  a certain  number  of  boys  may  receive  such  instruction  as 
was  intended  by  the  testator,  without  any  charge  to  their  parents. 


THE  EIGHT  TOWNSHIPS  CONTRIBUTING  TO  THE  REPAIRS  OF  THE 

PARISH  CHURCH. 


Chewe’s  Dole,  and  other  Charities. 

In  a book  containing  various  notes  relating  to  the  following  charities,  there  is 
an  entry,  purporting  to  be  the  copy  of  an  order  made  in  l62y,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  eight  towns  chargeable  with  the  repairs  of  the  parish  church  of  Whalley, 
for  the  ordering  and  employing  of  the  sum  of  63/.  5 s.  5d.  given  by  John 
Chewe  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Whalley. 

In  this  order,  it  is  stated,  that  it  was  agreed  to  keep  the  said  sum,  with  such 
other  monies  as  should  thereafter  be  given  to  the  like  charitable  use,  in  stock, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  eight  towns  for  ever,  which  they  explained 
and  agreed  to  be  Whalley,  Wiswell,  Read,  Simonstone,  Padiham,  Hapton, 
Pendleton  and  Mitton,  with  Henthorn  and  Coldcoates,  and  that  the  said  money 
should  be  put  forth  by  two  of  the  then  churchwardens,  and  that  the  increase 
thereof  should  be  distributed  amongst  the  neediest  poor  and  impotent  persons 
of  the  said  eight  towns,  so  as  not  to  apportion  an  eighth  part  respectively  for 
every  of  the  said  towns,  but  to  distribute  the  same  according  to  the  number 
and  need  of  the  poor,  within  all  or  any  of  the  said  towns.* 

It  further  appears  from  other  entries  in  the  same  book,  that  the  following 
benefactions  were  also  given  for  the  poor  of  the  said  eight  towns;  viz. — 


1631,  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Ormerod 
1671,  - Richard  Waddington 

1676,  - Christopher  Northam 

About  1680,  Sir  Edmund  Assheton 
1741,  - James  Holker  - - - - 

Making  with  Chewe’s  gift  of 


a total  of 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

10  - - 

- 

50  - - 

- 

5 - - 

- 

100  - - 

- 

40  - - 

- 

63  5.5 

£. 

268  5 5 

Rut  previously  to  the  year  1752,  this  sum  appears  to  have  been  reduced  by 
losses  to  216/. 

The  following  benefactions  are  also  entered,  as  having  been  given  exclusively 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tov/nship  of  Whalley : — 

By  Robert  Edwards ; the  interest  to  be  applied  in  putting  out 
apprentices  - 

1672 — Ellen  Waddington  ; the  interest  to  disposed  of  in  blue  cloth 

1683 —  Alice  Kenyon;  the  interest  to  be  disposed  of  on  St.  Thomas’s 

day,  by  the  vicar  - _______ 

1684 —  Lady  Elizabeth  Assheton  - 20 

1723 — William  Hayhurst  - --  --  --  - 10 

1732 — Anne  Braddyll  5 

165  - - 

There 


£.  s.  d. 

80  - - 
3o  - - 

20  - - 


* The  townships  of  Padiham,  Hapton,  and  Simonstone,  now  form  part  of  the  chapelry  of  Padiham. 
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There  are  also  noticed  in  the  same  book,  two  gifts  to  the  school ; viz. — The  Eight  Town- 

By  John  Chewe  - - - - - - - - - lo  — — ships  contributing 

Sir  Edmund  Assheton  - - - - - - - 70  - - to  the  Repairs  of  the 

— . Parish  Church. 


£.  80  - - 

Chevre’s  Dole,  and 

These  several  sums  of  216/.  165/.  and  80/.  making  up  46l /.  were  laid  out  continued. 

in  1771,  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  in  Great  Harwood,  which  was  conveyed  ' * 

to  trustees  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abstract : — 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  25th  and  26th  January  I77I, 
between  Francis  Fawkes,  heir  at  law,  devisee  and  sole  executor  of  Ascough 
Fawkes,  deceased,  of  the  one  part ; Alexander  Nowell,  and  Charlotte  his  wife, 
of  the  second  part ; and  James  Whalley  and  Richard  Cottam,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting  several  indentures,  whereby  the  legal  estate  in  the  premises  thereinafter 
conveyed,  with  others,  became  vested  in  Ayscough  Fawkes,  subject  to  redemp- 
tion by  the  said  Alexander  Nowell,  the  said  Francis  Fawkes,  by  the  direction 
of  the  said  Alexander  Nowell,  and  the  said  Alexander  Nowell,  in  consideration 
of  461  /.,  conveyed  to  the  said  James  Whalley  and  Richard  Cottam,  and  their 
heirs,  a messuage  or  dwelling-house  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances, 
in  Great  Harwood,  commonlv  called  Cunliffe’s  tenement,  with  the  several 
closes  thereunto  belonging,  and  a small  close  or  parcel  of  land  called  Lane 
Piece,  containing  in  the  whole,  by  estimation,  8 a.  3r.  & 10  p.  customary  measure, 
and  another  messuage  or  dwelling-house  and  tenement  in  Great  Harwood, 
called  Hackin’s  tenement,  with  the  several  closes  thereto  belonging,  containing 
by  estimation  1 a.  2r.  & 20 p.  like  measure,  and  a messuage  or  dwelling-house 
and  tenement  in  Great  Harwood,  called  Gregson’s  tenement,  with  the  closes 
thereto  belonging,  containing,  by  estimation,  1 a.  1 r.  24  p.  like  measure,  to  the 
only  use  of  the  said  James  Whalley  and  Richard  Cottam,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
with  a covenant  against  all  incumbrances,  except  a lease  of  Hackin’s  tenement, 
granted  to  Christopher  Hindle,  for  three  lives,  on  the  18th  July  1754,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  2/.  and  a lease  of  Gregson’s  tenement,  granted  on  the  same  day 
to  Abraham  Shaw,  for  the  lives  of  himself,  the  said  Abraham  Shaw,  his  wife 
Elizabeth,  and  his  son  John  Shaw,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2 /. 

Endorsed  on  the  said  indenture  of  release  is  a declaration  by  James  Whalley 
and  Richard  Cottam,  that  the  sum  of  46 1 /.  within  mentioned,  was  the  proper 
money  of  the  poor  stock  of  Whalley,  and  that  they  were  no  otherwise  concerned 
therein  than  as  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  poor  stock. 

And  in  the  charity  book  above-mentioned  there  is  a memorandum  of  this 
purchase,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  of  the  purchase  money,  2l6/.  was  the  stock 
belonging  to  the  eight  towns,  and  that  the  residue  was  made  of  Edwards’s  gift 
for  apprentices,  80/.  j school  money,  80/. ; and  other  gifts  to  the  township  of 
Whalley,  85/. 

There  are  in  the  same  book  subsequent  entries,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  following  benefactions  which  were  given  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Whalley  only,  were  afterwards  laid  out  upon  the  premises  above  mentioned  : — 


By  John  Heyhurst 

— Thomas  Braddyll,  esq.  for  putting  out  apprentices 

— James  Whalley,  esq. 

Contributed  by  Mr.  Curzon,  Mr.  Braddyll,  and  others 


£.  s.  d. 
10  - - 
10  - - 

13  - - 

5 10  - 


Making  up 


£. 


38  10  - 


Of  these  sums,  8/.  85.  8 c?.  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in  177^  in  repairing 
a house  on  the  estate,  then  inhabited  by  James  Kenyon,  and  the  residue, 
30  /.  1 5.  4 d.  was  laid  out  in  the  year  I78O  in  building  a new  barn. 

In  another  memorandum,  dated-21st  December  1805,  it  is  stated,  that  whereas 
the  different  sums  left  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  Thomas  Braddyll,  esq.  for  putting 
out  apprentices  from  the  town  of  Whalley,  (alluding  to  the  sum  of  80  /.  given 
by  Robert  Edwards,  and  a rent-charge  of  10/.  given  by  Thomas  Braddyll,  the 
pai'ticulars  whereof  will  be  stated  hereafter,)  had  of  late  been  nearly  unappro- 
priated, on  account  of  the  parents  being  unwilling  to  put  out  their  children 
apprentices,  it  was  deemed  best  for  the  interest  of  the  township  to  lay  out  the 
surplus  money  in  building  a new  house,  shij>pon,  &c.  and  in  draining  part  of 
Rep.  15.  H 2 the 
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the  meadow  at  Kenyons,  in  Great  Harwood,  the  amount  of  which  expenses  it 
is  stated  was  205/.  5s.  This  money,  it  is  added,  was  to  be  considered  as  the 
sole  property  of  the  poor  of  Whalley  only,  and  the  annual  interest  thereof  was 
to  be  applied  for  putting  out  apprentices,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  said 
Thomas  Braddyll,  if  the  same  should  at  any  future  time  be  wanted  for  that 
purpose,  but  otherwise  to  be  laid  out  annually,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being. 

Under  the  date  of  22d  December  1817,  is  a note,  that  72/.  l5.  unappro- 
priated apprentice  money,  had  been  laid  out  in  building  a new  house  and  shippon, 
the  rents  arising  from  which  were  to  be  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  the 
interest  of  the  unappropriated  apprentice  money  laid  out  in  1805. 

In  1818  the  tithes  of  the  township  of  Great  Harwood  were  sold,  and  con- 
veyed by  indenture,  bearing  date  25th  March  1819,  to  Richard  Grimshaw 
Lomax,  James  Taylor,  and  A'dam  Cottam,  in  trust  for  the  land-owners.  The 
proportion  of  the  consideration  paid  on  account  of  the  charity  estate  was  34  /., 
which  was  advanced  from  the  apprentice  fund. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time  for  the  management  of 
these  charities,  as  well  previously  to  as  since  the  purchase  in  1771*  The 
appointments  appear  always  to  have  been  made  at  an  annual  meeting  held  on 
St.  Thomas’s  day,  whenever  there  has  been  a vacancy,  and  they  are  entered  in 
the  book  above-mentioned.  The  two  present  trustees  are  Robert  Whalley,  esq. 
of  Clerk  Hill,  and  Mr.  Adam  Cottam;  and  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day  1825,  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  vicar  of  Whalley  for  the  time  being  should  be  one  of  the 
trustees. 

The  estate  in  Great  Harwood  contains  18  a.  & 30  p.  statute  measure,  lying 
together,  besides  a detached  croft  of  about  a rood. 

It  consists  of  the  following  particulars : — 


1. — A house,  barn,  garden,  and  three  parcels  of  land,  containing  in  the 
whole  8 a.  & 17P.  let  to  the  widow  Kenyon,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
the  rent  of  ----------- 

<1, — A house,  built  in  1805,  with  a garden  and  four  parcels  of  land,  con- 
taining in  the  whole  6a.  & 8p.  let  to  William  Shaw,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  --------- 

3.  — Two  fields,  containing  1 a.  3 r.  12  p.  in  the  occupation  of  Richard 

Shaw,  as  yearly  tenant.  Up  to  the  year  1825,  Richard  Shaw  also 
held  a small  croft  containing  24 p.  and  a house  thereon;  and  for  all 
these  premises  he  paid  a rent  of  - --  --  -- 

This  house,  being  very  old,  was  pulled  down  in  1 825,  and  two 
new  houses  have  been  erected,  one  of  which  is  now  occupied  by 
Richard  Shaw,  the  other  by  Robert  Ryley ; and  it  is  intended  to 
divide  the  croft  into  three  parts  for  gardens,  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  tw'O  houses,  and  of  another,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, occupied  by  John  Birtwistle.  The  expense  which  has  been 
incurred  in  building  these  two  houses,  with  the  outbuildings,  and 
in  the  erection  of  the  garden  walls,  amounts  to  100/.  16s.  2d.  of 
which  88/.  had  been  paid  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (August  1825), 
and  the  residue  has  been  paid  since,  as  more  particularly  stated  here- 
after, under  the  head  of  the  Apprentice  Fund.  For  the  new  house 
and  garden  now  occupied  by  Richard  Shaw,  he  is  to  pay  4 /.  in 
addition  to  his  old  rent  of  6/.  8s.;  and  Robert  Riley  is  to  pay  four 
guineas  for  the  other  house  and  garden. 

4.  — A house,  built  in  1809,  let  to  John  Birtwistle,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 

rent  of  - 

— Two  closes,  containing  2 a.  & u p.  and  a croft  lying  at  a short  distance 
from  the  rest  of  the  property,  in  the  possession  of  Ralph  Shaw,  under 
a lease  granted  in  1754  by  Alexander  Nowell,  esq.  to  Abraham  Shaw, 
for  the  lives  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  2/. ; and  3 s.  per  annum  is  paid  for  the  tithe  purchased, 
as  before  mentioned  - 

In  1817,  a new  house  and  shinpon  were  built  upon  the  said  croft,  at  the 
expense  of  the  charity,  mr  which  the  lessee  pays  an  additional  rent 
of  6/.  Cs.  and  2 s.  for  tithes  ------- 

There  is  also  an  old  house  remaining  there,  with  a weaving  shop 
attached  to  it. 


£.  $.  d. 
14  14  - 

13  13  - 

G 8 - 


3 10  - 

2 3 - 
6 8- 


£. 


46  16  - 


All  these  premises,  except  what  are  incliuled  in  the  lease  held  by  RalpR 
iShaw,  are  stated  to  be  let  at  good  rents.  The  lands  let  on  lease,  exclusive  of 

the 
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the  buildings,  are  considered  as  being  worth  about  10/.  10^.  a year;  the  rents  The  Eight  Town- 

above-mentioned  are  received  without  deductions,  the  tenants  being  bound  to  s^ips  contributing  to 
, ° the  Kepairs  of  the 

do  all  repailS.  Parish  Church. 

Out  of  these  rents,  amounting  to  46/.  iGs.  per  annum,  there  are,  in  the  chewe’s^Ie  and 
first  place,  several  sums  set  apart  as  the  interest  or  produce  of  the  monies  which  other  Charities, 
have  been  from  time  to  time  laid  out  in  the  improvement  of  tlie  estate,  the  continued: 

greater  part  of  these  monies  having  been  borrowed  from  the  apprentice  fund,  ' 

the  particulars  of  which  will  be  stated  hereafter. 


In  respect  of  the  sum  of  38/.  10s.  laid  out  in  the  years  1773  and  1780  in 
the  building  of  a barn,  and  repairing  one  of  the  houses  upon  the  estate, 
there  is  set  apart  the  sum  of  - --  --  --  - 

In  respect  of  the  sum  of  205/.  5s.  laid  out  in  the  year  1805,  of  which 
193  *•  5*’  expended  in  building  a new  house,  now  in  the'  occupation 
of  William  Shaw,  and  12/.  in  draining  part  of  the  meadow  at  Kenyons, 
there  is  set  apart  the  sum  of  5 /.  5s.  as  the  rent  of  Shaw’s  house,  and  the 
snm  of  1 /.  2 s.  as  the  amount  of  the  additional  rent  paid  on  account  of 
the  improvement  of  the  meadow,  making  up  the  sum  of  - 


67- 


In  respect  of  a sum  of  28  /.  8s.  7 d.  which  was  laid  out  in  1809  in  building 
the  house  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Birtwistle,  the  rent  which  he 
pays  for  the  house 

For  the  house  and  shippon,  which  was  built  in  1817  at  an  expense  of  94  /. 
upon  the  premises  now  in  the  possession  of  Ralph  Shaw,  under  the  lease 
of  1754,  the  additional  rent  paid  by  him  for  those  buildings  - - - 

And  as  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  34/.  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  tithes 
upon  the  estate  in  1818 


£. 


3 10  - 

6 6- 

1 14  - 
19  17  - 


This  portion  of  the  rents,  according  to  the  resolutions  passed  in  1805  and 
I8I7,  as  above-mentioned,  is  considered  as  being  in  the  first  instance  applicable 
to  putting  out  apprentices  ; but  if  it  is  not  required  for  that  purpose,  it  is  added 
to  the  fund  which  is  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Whalley 
on  St,  Thomas’s  day. 


The  residue  of  the  rents,  whatever  the  amount  may  be,  is  divided  propor- 
tionably,  according  to  the  sums  of  which  the  purchase  money  of  the  estate  was 
composed.  This  residue  was,  in  1824,  26/,  19  5.,  which  was  divided  as 
follows : — 


In  respect  of  80  /.  school  stock 

— 216/.  the  stock  belonging  to 

the  eight  townships  contri- 
buting to  the  repairs  of  the 
parish  church  - - 

^ — 80  /.  Edwards’s  gift,  for  put- 

' ting  out  apprentices  of  the 

township  of  Whalley 

— • 20/.  the  gift  of  Alice  Kenyon 


£.  s.  d. 
4 14  - 

12  11  - 


f paid  to  the  master  of  the 
\ grammar  school. 

divided  as  hereafter  mentioned. 


4 14 


carried  to  the  apprentice  fund. 


1 3 6 


paid  to  the  vicar,  and  dis- 
tributed by  him  to  poor,  per- 
sons of  the  township  of 
Whalley,  according  to  his 
• discretion. 


30  /.  the  gift  of  Ellen  Wad-1 
dington,  for  blue  cloth  -J 


15 


35/.  arising  from  the  gifts  ofi 
Lady  E.  Assheton,  William  [ 
Heyhurst,  and  Mrs.  Ann  / 
Braddyll  - - -J 


2 1 


26  19 


disposed  of  in  cloth,  &c. 
amongst  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Whalley,  as 
hereafter  mentioned 


The  sum  appropriated  to  the  eight  townships  above-mentioned,  was  divided 
in  1824  as  follows. 

Rep.  15. 


H3 


Whalley 


58 
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Whalley 

£. 

4 

s. 

4 

d. 

Read  ------ 

1 

7 

* 

Wiswell  ----- 

1 

7 

Pendleton  - - 

1 

7 

— 

Mitton,  Henthorn,  and  Coldcoates  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.. 

15 

Sinionstone  ----- 

1 

6 

— 

Padiham  ----- 

1 

10 

— 

Hapton  _ - - - * 

- 

15 

- 

£. 

12 

1 1 

- 

This  scale  of  division  appears  to  have  been  acted  upon  for  a great  many  years. 
It  was  probably  drawn  up  originally  with  reference  to  the  number  of  poor  in 
each  township ; and  though  considerable  changes  may  have  since  taken  place 
with  respect  to  the  relative  numbers  of  the  poor,  it  may  perhaps  be  better  to 
adhere  to  the  old  scale  of  division,  than  to  open  a field  for  perpetual  discussion. 
Some  complaints  were  made  to  us  of  the  inequality  of  the  division  ; but  such 
complaints  seem  to  have  had  reference  to  the  division  of  the  whole  rents,  of 
which  the  township  of  Whalley  has  a very  large  proportion,  as  will  appear 
hereafter,  in  respect  of  those  benefactions  to  which  that  township  of  is  ex- 
clusively entitled.  The  reason,  however,  for  such  division,  was  not,  previously 
to  our  inquiry,  generally  understood. 

A meeting  is  held  every  St.  Thomas’s  day,  which  is  attended  by  the  trustees, 
the  vicar,  the  parish  officers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Whalley  ; 
at  this  meeting  the  rents  are  divided  in  the  ’proportions  above-mentioned,  the 
distribution  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  "VVlialley  is  arranged,  and  the  over- 
seers of  the  other  seven  townships  attend  and  receive  the  sums  due  to  the  poor 
of  their  respective  townships,  which  they  afterwards  distribute  in  small  sums 
amongst  such  as  do  not  receive  parochial  relief.  • 

The  proportion  reserved  for  the  township  of  Whalley,  as  one  of  the  eight 
townships,  was  in  1824,  carried  to  one  fund,  with  the  sum  of  19/.  11  s.  set  apart 
as  the  interest  of  monies  expended  on  the  estate,  and  the  shares  appropriated 
to  the  gifts  of  Ellen  W'addington,  Lady  Elizabeth  Assheton,  William  Heyhurst, 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Braddyll ; and  this  whole  fund,  amounting  to  27/.  17<s*  be/,  was 
applied  in  the  purchase  of  cloth,  linen,  and  other  articles  of  clothing,  which 
were  distributed  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Whalley  not 
receiving  relief,  and  in  such  proportions  as  was  determined  at  the  meeting 
on  St.  Thomas’s  day. 

Previously  to  the  year  1824,  SI.  or  4/.  was  usually  added  to  the  share  of  the 
rents  set  apart  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Waddington’s  gift,  and  laid  out  therewith  in 
the  purchase  of  cloth  and  linen,  and  the  rest  was  distributed  in  money. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WHALLEY. 
APPRENTICE  FUND. 


Whalley. 

Apprentice  Fund. 
Charities  of 
Edwards  and 
Braddyll. 


Ch.vrities  of  Edwards  and  Braddyll. 

It  appears  from  a book  relating  to  the  apprentice  fund,  that  100/.  was  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  township  of  Whalley,  by  Robert  Edxcards,  prior  to  the 
year  I68I,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  in  putting  out  apprentices ; and 
that  about  the  year  I706,  20/.  part  thereof,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  one 
Robert  Ryley,  was  lost.  The  remaining  80/.  was  laid  out  in  177L  with  other 
money,  as  mentioned  under  the  preceding  head,  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate 
in  Great  Harwood.  And  in  respect  of  this  sum  of  80/.  a proportion  of  the 
rents,  which  has  lately  amounted  to  4/.  145.  per  annum,  has  been  paid  over 
to  the  apprentice  fund. 

lliomas  Braddyll,  Esq.  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  April  I776  (as  recited 
in  the  following  indenture),  gave  to  the  Rev.  William  Johnston,  vicar  of 
Whalley,  and  his  successors,  an  annuity  of  10/.  to  be  paid  every  21st  day  of 
December,  by  such  persons  as  for  the  time  being  should  be  entitled  to  his 
real  estates,  in  the  parish  of  Whalley  ; and  he  charged  his  said  estates  with  the 
payment  of  the  said  annuity,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  vicar  and  his  successors 
should  yearly  apply  the  same  in  placing  out  apprentices  such  and  so  many 
children,  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  towmship  of  Whalley,  not  receiving  alms 
or  being  burthensome  to  the  parish,  to  such  trades  and  professions  as  they 
should  judge  proper. 
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By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  bearing  date  28th  February  1789,  and  Whalley. 

enrolled  in  Chancery,  between  Wilson  Braddyll,  esq.  devisee  of  Thomas 
Braddyll,  esq.  of  the  one  part ; and  the  Rev.  John  Hartley  of  Whalley,  Joseph  ^^^arities  of 

Fielding,  Samuel  Cable,  and  Adam  Cottam,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  will  Edwards  and 

of  the  said  Thomas  Braddyll,  as  above  abstracted  ; and  reciting,  that  notwith-  Braddyll. 
standing  it  was  apprehended  that  the  devise  of  the  said  annuity  was  void,  by  ^ — ■ 

the  statute  of  mortmain,  yet  that  the  said  Wilson  Braddyll,  being  desirous  of 
fulfilling  the  intention  of  the  said  Thomas  Braddyll,  had  proposed  to  substitute 
a like  annuity,  in  lieu  of  that  devised  by  the  said  will,  and  to  charge  the  same 
upon  the  hereditaments  thereinafter  mentioned,  being  another  estate,  belonging 
to  the  said  Wilson  Braddyll ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Wilson  Braddyll  granted 
to  the  said  John  Hartley  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent  charge 
of  10/.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  and  tenement  called  Butler  Clough  tenement, 
and  the  lands  thereunto  belonging,  within  the  township  of  Billington,  therein 
specified,  containing  fourteen  acres  and  eighteen  perches,  at  seven  yards  to  the 
perch,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  and  declared  by  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas 
Braddyll,  as  to  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  which  was  thereby  intended  to  be  given 
to  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  of  the  parish  of  Whalley  ; and  it  was  declared, 
that  the  receipt  of  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  should  be  a sufficient  discharge 
to  the  said  trustees,  and  to  the  owners  of  the  lands  intended  to  be  charged 
with  the  rent-charge  of  10/. ; and  it  was  further  declared,  that  when  any  of  the 
trustees  should  die,  or  should  be  desirous  of  being  discharged  from  the  trust, 
the  vicar  for  the  time  being  should  appoint  another. 

The  rent-charge  of  10/.  is  paid  by  Mr.  James  Taylor,  the  present  owner  of 
the  premises  charged  therewith.  This  is  carried  to  the  same  account  as  the 
proportion  of  the  rents  of  the  poor’s  estate  payable  in  respect  of  Edwards’s 
gift. 

Robert  Whalley,  esq.  and  Mr.  Adam  Cottam,  the  trustees  for  the  Harwood 
estate,  also  act  as  trustees  for  these  charities. 

Since  1800,  ten  apprentices  only  have  been  placed  out,  the  premiums  having 
varied  from  3 /.  I 


i8oi 

1805 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 
1818 


Thus  it  is  evident,  that  the  expenditure  in  putting  out  apprentices  has 
fallen  very  far  short  of  the  amount  of  the  income.  The  following  statement 
will  show  how  the  residue  has  been  disposed  of: — 

In  our  account  of  the  particulars  relative  to  the  estate  in  Great  Harwood, 
under  the  preceding  head,  we  have  already  observed,  that  several  sums  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  applied  in  improvements  upon  that  estate,  were 
advanced  from  the  apprentice  fund  ; and  we  have  also  noticed  two  several 
resolutions,  the  one  in  1805,  and  the  other  in  I8I7,  in  pursuance  of  which,  the 
apprentice  money,  which  was  in  hand  at  those  respective  periods  unappro- 
priated, was  laid  out  upon  the  estate. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  sums  advanced  from  this  fund,  in  aid  of  the  estate, 
up  to  21st  December  1824,  appears  to  have  been  about  325/. ; when  the  accounts 
were  made  up  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day  1824,  there  was  a balance  of  48/.  13^. 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cottam.  Between  December  and  August  1825,  he  had 
advanced  88/.  towards  the  expenses  of  building  the  houses  lately  erected  on  the 
Rep.  15.  H 4 premises 
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N*  of 

Apprentices. 

Premium 

• 

Expenses. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  t 
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- 

- 1 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

6 

- 

- 15 

. - 1 _ 

- 1 

• 

7 

7 

10 



- 

- 

- 1 

_ X - 

6 

3 

3 

- 

1 8 

- 4 - 

(one  at  5/.  5 s. 
three  at  5 /.) 

.1 

20 

5 

- 

j 

60 

4 

_ 

£.2  18 

2 

18 

7 

£. 

63 

2 

7 
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premises  occupied  by  Richard  Shaw  and  Robert  Ryley  ; and  we  are  informed 
that  he  has  since  advanced  12/.  I65.  2</.  which  was  required  for  completing 
the  out-buildings,  garden,  walls,  &c.  making  up  the  sum  of  100/.  16  5.  Qd.  and 
that  he  has  received  from  the  account  of  the  Harwood  estate  151.  4>s.  6 d. 
which  being  added  to  the  balance  of  48/.  135.  2d.  there  is  still  due  to 
Mr.  Cottam  a balance  of  36/.  18  5.  8d. 

It  seems  very  desirable,  that  some  steps  should  be  immediately  taken  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  apprentice  fund,  and  for  applying  the  income,  in 
future,  strictly  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  donors,  in  placing  out 
apprentices. 

The  income  at  the  present  time  amounts  to  14/.  145.  per  annum,  exclusive 
of  the  interest  on  the  sums  advanced  to  the  account  of  the  Harwood  estate. 

It  appears,  however,  to  us,  that  the  interest  on  those  sums,  ought  no  longer 
to  be  distributed  to  the  poor,  as  not  being  required  for  the  apprentice  fund, 
but  ought  to  be  paid  to  this  account,  and  applied,  first,  in  discharge  of  the 
debt  due  to  Mr.  Cottam ; and  as  soon  as  this  is  paid,  the  whole  income  of 
this  fund  ought  to  be  applied,  exclusively,  in  placing  out  apprentices. 

If  the  debt  be  taken  at  400/.  and  interest  is  paid  for  this  sum  at  the  rate  of 
4 per  cent,  the  total  income  of  the  Apprentice  Fund,  supposing  the  rents 
,of  the  Harwood  estate  continue  the  same  as  they  now  are,  will  amount  to 
30/.  145.  a year  ; and  we  do  not  apprehend  that  there  will  be  much  difficulty 
in  finding  a sufficient  number  of  children  proper  to  be  bound  apprentices, 
whose  friends  will  be  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  charity,  if  the  trustees 
endeavour  to  find  such  children,  and  premiums  of  such  amount  are  allowed  as 
will  procure  respectable  situations  for  them.  We  have  stated  our  views  with 
respect  to  these  charities  to  Mr.  Cottam,  one  of  the  trustees,  and  we  hope  that 
steps  will  be  taken  for  carrying  our  suggestions  into  effect. 

Sir  Ralph  Assheton’s  Charity. 

) 

In  the  book  above-mentioned,  relating  to  Chew’s  Dole  and  other  charities, 
there  is  a memorandum,  under  the  date  of  5th  April  1682,  in  which  it  is  stated, 
that  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  by  his  will,  made  in  or  about  August  1679,  directed 
his  executrix  to  place  out  70/.  which  might  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  yearly  sura 
of  4/.  towards  gratifying  two  able  and  orthodox  ministers,  such  as  she  could 
procure,  other  than  the  then  incumbents  at  Whalley  and  Downham,  each  of 
them  to  preach  a sermon  on  two  several  days,  viz.  the  5th  of  February  at 
Whalley,  and  the  day  of  his  death  at  Downham,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  head  of  his  family,  so  long  as  one  or  both  of  his  places  should  continue  in 
the  line  or  name  of  Assheton  ; and  it  is  further  stated,  that  the  said  Sir  Ralph 
Assheton  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  his  executrix,  todispose  of  100/.  for  the 
most  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  most  impotent  and  indigent  poor  in  the 
towns  of  Whalley  and  Downham  j and  that  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Assheton,  the 
widow  and  executrix  of  the  said  testator,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  William 
Crombock  and  Obadiah  Chewe  (elected  trustees  for  this  purpose),  the  said 
sums  of  100/.  and  70/.  that  the  same  might  be  lent  out  or  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  land  or  a rent-charge,  and  that  the  interest  or  increase  thereof 
should  be  disposed  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz.  that  4/.  should  be  paid 
annually,  as  directed  by  the  said  testator,  and  that  4/.  more  thereof  should  be 
distributed,  2/.  thereof  amongst  such  poor  people,  inhabiting  in  the  township 
of  Whalley,  as  should  be  most  impotent,  lame,  blind,  decrepid,  aged,  indigent, 
and  unable  to  labour,  though  formerly  painful, , and  not  provided  for  nor 
relieved  out  of  the  constant  assesses,  and  known  or  reputed  to  be  constant 
comers  to  church,  the  number  of  such  poor  not  to  exceed  eight,  nor  be 
fewer  than  four,  and  the  other  2/.  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion in  the  township  of  Downham,  such  sum  to  be  distributed  immediately 
after  the  anniversary  sermons  above-mentioned ; the  poor  people  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  heads  of  the  Assheton  family  for  the  time  being ; and  it  was 
provided,  that  the  surplus  of  the  said  increase  (if  any)  should  be  disposed  of 
every  Easter  Tuesday,  by  the  vicar,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  half  amongst 
the  poor  of  the  eight  towns  chargeable  w'ith  the  repairs  of  the  church  of 
Whalley,  and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Downham,  by  the 
minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  thereof. 

The  sum  of  I70/.  above-mentioned,  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the 
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purchase  of  a rent-charge  of  8/.  issuing  out  of  certain  lands  in  Pendleton,  Whalley. 

containing  about  fifteen  acres,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Assheton  family,  and  . 

afterwards  to  the  families  of  Curzon  and  Lister,  and  now  the  property  of  AsshetoJs^C^arit 
Mr.  Ellis  Schofield,  of  Pendleton,  by  whom  the  rent-charge  of  81.  is  now  paid.  coTtilued^’^^ 

Of  this  sum,  0,1.  is  paid  to  the  vicar  or  curate  of  Whalley,  unless  some  other  ^ ^ 

person  is  appointed  to  preach  the  sermon  at  Whalley  by  Lord  Howe,  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Assheton  family ; and  in  respect  of  this  sum,  a sermon 
is  preached  in  Whalley  church  on  the  Od  February,  yearly,  and  01.  is  paid  to 
the  overseer  of  the  poor,  who  distributes  the  amount  yearly  amongst  eight 
poor  widows  of  the  township  of  Whalley,  selected  as  the  most  deserving  at 
a vestry. 

An  account  of  the  application  of  the  other  moiety  of  this  rent-charge  will 
be  hereinafter  given,  amongst  the  charities  in  the  chapelry  of  Downham. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  PENDLETON. 


Almshouse. 

j In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  some  unknown  Pendleton, 

person  gave  by  will,  for  two  poor  widows  of  this  township,  an  almshouse,  and  ~ 
a sum  of  30/.  producing  1/.  Js.  per  annum,  and  then  vested  in  Thomas  Hindle. 

There  is  an  old  house  in  the  village  of  Pendleton,  on  the  wall  of  which  is 
the  date  of  I672,  now  inhabited  by  two  poor  old  persons  of  the  township, 
a widow  and  a widower,  placed  there  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor.  It  has 
been  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  about  24/.  having  been  laid  out 
in  repairing  and  improving  it  within  the  last  twenty  years ; but  it  is  now  in 
want  of  repairs  to  the  amount  of  5 1.  or  HI.  There  is  a small  garden  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  almshouse,  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Mercer,  who  pays  for  it  to  the  overseer  a rent  of  Os.  a year, 
whicli  in  182-5  was  divided  between  the  two  inhabitants  of  the  almshouse. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  account  of  the  sum  of  30/. 
mentioned  in  the  returns  of  I786.  The  old  man  who  now  inhabits  the  alms- 
house, and  who  is  eighty  years  of  age,  states,  that  he  recollects  a man  of  the 
name  of  Thomas  Hindle,  but  that  he  never  heard  that  he  had  any  money 
belonging  to  the  almshouse,  and  that  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
was  supported  by  the  township.  The  old  man  also  states,  that  his  father,  who 
was  a small  farmer  in  the  township,  and  has  been  dead  about  sixty  years,  used 
to  receive  an  annual  sum  of  1 /.  6 s.  as  the  interest  of  money,  and  pay  it  to  the 
almspeople ; but  he  does  not  know  from  whom  such  interest  was  received. 

Another  person  states,  that  he  was  informed  by  his  mother,  who  died  four 
years  ago,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine,  in  the  almshouse,  that  there  was  a sum  of 
30/.  in  the  hands  of  one  Thomas  Boothman,  which,  upon  his  leaving  the  town- 
ship more  than  forty  years  ago,  was  paid  by  him,  under  the  direction  of 
a niagistrate,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  but  that  she  never  received  any 
interest  either  from  Boothman  or  the  overseer. 

It  is  not  clearly  made  out  that  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  30/.  was  added  to 
the  public  funds  of  the  township  ; but  if  that  sum  were  in  existence,  the  interest 
of  it  would  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  keep  the  almshouse  in  good  repair. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HEAD. 

Dickinson’s  Charitv. 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  20th  August  171‘3,  executed  by  Edmund 
Dickinson,  reciting,  that  he  had,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  19th  August  1743, 
bequeathed  120/.  to  Alexander  Nowell,  the  said  Edmund  Dickinson  directed, 
that  the  said  Alexander  Nowell  should  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  and  apply 
the  interest  of  60/.  thereof,  in  Easter  week  yearly,  to  such  poor  persons 
belonging  to  the  township  of  Read,  as  the  said  Alexander  Nowell  and  his  heirs 
should  think  proper;  and  the  interest  of  the  other  OO/.  to  some  proper  person, 
to  teach  and  instruct  so  many  poor  boys  and  girls  in  reading  and  writing, 
within  the  said  township,  as  the  said  Alexander  Nowell  and  his  heirs  should 
appoint,  with  power  to  displace  such  person  at  his  and  their  will  and  pleasure. 

By  lease,  bearing  date  1st  July  1798,  James  Hilton,  esquire,  demised  to  Peter 
Hitchen,  churchwarden,  Paul  Greenwood,  overseer,  and  John  Wade,  constable, 
of  the  township  of  Read,  a plot  of  waste  land,  situate  in  that  township,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  highway  leading  from  Whalley  to  Padiham,  containing, 
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in  length,  in  the  front,  50  yards,  and  a building  in  front  erected  thereon, 
intended  for  a school ; to  hold  to  them,  and  their  successors  for  the  time  being, 
for  the  term  of  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  Qd.,  with  a proviso,  that  if 
at  any  time  there  should  not  be  a proper  schoolmaster  for  the  said  school,  or  the 
said  building  should  not  be  used  as  a school,  then  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said 
James  Hilton,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  manor  of  Read,  to  re-enter 
upon  the  said  demised  premises,  and  hold  the  same  to  their  own  use  ; and  it 
was  thereby  declared,  that  the  said  demise  was  made,  upon  trust,  that  the  said 
lessees  and  their  successors,  and  the  owners  of  the  manor  of  Read,  should  per- 
mit the  said  building  to  be  used  as  a school  for  the  encouragement  of  learning  j 
and  it  was  directed,  that  the  owner  of  the  manor  of  Read,  and  the  persons 
executing  the  offices  of  churchwarden,  overseer  and  constable  for  the  said 
township,  should  be  governors  and  trustees  of  the  said  school,  and  should  have 
the  nomination  of  the  master  of  the  school,  who  should  be  a person  professing 
the  Protestant  religion  and  church  of  England,  and  of  unblemished  moral 
character ; and  that  the  said  James  Hilton,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the 
manor  of  Read  for  the  time  being,  should  be  visitor  of  the  school,  and  censure 
and  suspend  the  master,  as  he  or  they  should  think  proper  ; and  that  no  child 
should  be  admitted  into  the  school,  but  such  whose  parents  should  reside  in  the 
township  of  Read,  or  such  other  place  as  the  majority  of  the  trustees  should,  by 
order  in  writing,  direct,  but  which  might  be  altered,  from  time  to  time,  by  sub- 
sequent regulations ; and  that  the  children  should  be  taught  the  church 
catechism,  and  to  read  the  Bible,  and  to  say  prayers,  and  writing  and 
arithmetic  ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  visitor,  governors  and  trustees, 
should  meet  on  Easter  Monday  in  each  year,  at  the  school,  and  that  such  orders 
touching  the  conduct  of  the  master,  and  the  management  of  the  school,  should 
be  made,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  majority  assembled  at  such  meeting  should 
direct. 

The  premises  above-mentioned,  consisting  of  a house  and  school,  vvhich  were 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  and  a garden,  are  in  the  occupation  of 
the  schoolmaster. 

The  property  derived  under  the  will  of  Edmund  Dickinson,  consists  of 
197^-  10^-  Id.  three  percent  consols,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant 
G eneral  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  the  credit  of  the  cause  of  Atherton  against 
Nowell. 

Up  to  August  1815,  the  dividends  were  received  from  the  Accountant 
General,  under  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  which  he  was  directed  to 
pay  them  for  a limited  period,  as  therein  mentioned  ; it  therefore  became 
necessary  to  obtain  a further  order.  In  1820,  steps  were  taken  for  this 
purpose ; and  Mrs.  Nowell,  who  was  the  heir  at  law  of  the  above-mentioned 
Alexander  Nowell,  and  had  therefore  the  right  of  directing  the  application  of 
the  charity,  gave  her  consent  that  the  minister  should  receive  the  dividends, 
but  reserved  the  power  of  appointing  the  objects  of  the  charity.  On  the 
6th  April  1821,  an  order  was  made,  by  which  it  was  directed,  that  out  of  the 
sum  of  32/.  5 s.  10  c/.  cash  then  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  cause  above 
mentioned,  the  costs  of  the  application  to  the  court  and  Mrs.  Nowell’s  costs 
should  be  paid,  and  that  the  residue,  if  any,  should  be  paid  to  the  Rev. 
T.  Whitaker,  vicar,  and  Paul  Greenwood,  churchwarden  of  Read,  to  be  applied 
according  to  the  will  of  Edmund  Dickinson  ; and  it  was  further  ordered,  that 
the  dividends  of  197^*  10^.  Id.  should  in  future  be  paid  to  the  minister  of  the 
township  of  Read  for  the  time  being,  to  be  applied  by  him  and  the  church- 
warden for  the  time  being,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  will.  The 
expenses  of  this  application  amounted  to  43/.  65.  lid.;  and  11/.  Is.  Id. 
the  overplus  beyond  what  was  received  from  the  bank,  was  paid  out  of  the 
overseer’s  account. 

, A considerable  expense  is  incurred  by  the  township,  in  obtaining  the 
dividends  from  the  office  of  the  Accountant  General;  and  on  this  account, 
it  has  been  usual  to  apply  for  the  arrears  only  every  third  half  year.  At  the 
time  of  our  inquiry  (July  1825)  there  were  three  half  years  dividends  due. 

The  amount  of  the  yearly  dividends  is  advanced  out  of  the  overseer’s 
account,  and  paid  to  a schoolmaster,  who  is  appointed  according  to  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  the  lease  above  abstracted.  No  part  of  the  dividends  is 
distributed  in  money  to  the  poor,  an  arrangement  having  been  made,  soon  after 
' • the 
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the  school  was  built,  that  the  whole  income  should  be  given  to  the  school- 
master, on  condition  that  he  should  teach  five  poor  children  without  any 
further  payment. 

Five  poor  children  are  accordingly  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  town- 
ship officers  to  be  taught  free  ; for  the  instruction  of  other  children,  tlie  master 
is  paid  by  their  parents  ; he  has,  in  the  whole,  about  30  scholars. 

CHAPELRY  OF  OLD  ACCRINGTON. 

School.  Old  Accrington. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  29th  June  1816,  and  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  - — ’ 
Chancery,  between  William  Dutton,  of  the  first  part;  the  Rev.  John  Hopwood,  School, 

minister  of  the  chapel  of  Accrington,  and  John  Pilling,  of  the  second  part;  and 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Dunham  Whitaker,  D.D.  vicar  of  Whalley,  the  said  John 
Hopwood,  Jonathan  Peel,  Robert  Peel,  Thomas  Hargreaves,  John  Pilling, 
and  four  others,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  at  a meeting  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  township  of  Accrington,  held  in  order  to  consider  of  the 
necessary  steps  for  instituting  a school  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  children 
in  the  said  township,  according  to  Dr.  Bell's  system,  it  was  resolved,  that  a 
school  should  be  erected,  and  that  a subscription  should  be  opened  for  raising 
money  to  purchase  the  land  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  erect,  institute  and 
support  such  school ; and  further  reciting,  that  divers  regulations  had  been 
agreed  upon  for  the  government  of  the  said  school ; and  that  the  said  John  ' 

Hopwood  and  John  Pilling  had  been  appointed  a committee  for  treating  for  the 
purchase  and  erecting  a school,  and  that  they  had  agreedf  or  the  purchase  of  the 
premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  had  caused  a school-house  to  be  erected 
thereon ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  William  Dutton,  in  consideration  of 
757.  covenanted  with  the  said  Dr.  Whitaker  and  others,  parties  of  the  third 
part,  that  he  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  would  surrender,  at  the  court  of  the  manor 
of  Accrington,  to  their  use,  a plot  of  ground  in  Accrington,  parcel  of  a close 
called  the  Chapel  Holme,  as  the  same  was  then  fenced  off,’  containing  twenty- 
four  yards  in  length,  and  twenty-five  in  breadth,  upon  trust,  that  they  should, 
out  of  the  monies  which  had  been  raised  by  subscription,  pay  what  had  been 
or  should  be  expended  in  erecting  and  completing  the  said  school-house,  and 
the  offices  thereto  belonging,  and  the  expenses  of  that  indenture,  and  of  per- 
fecting the  said  purchase;  and  that  they  should  suffer  the  said ‘school  and 
premises  to  be  exclusively  used  for  the  educating  the  poor  children  of  inha- 
bitants residing  within  the  township  of  Accrington,  on  the  national  system  ; the 
said  school  to  be  conducted  by  such  rules  as  the  said  committee,  and  the  said 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  vestry  assembled,  should 
direct,  as  to  the  admission  and  dismission  of  children,  the  hours  of  attendance, 
the  mode  of  education,  and  of  the  payment  of  any  quarterly  or  weekly  sum,  and 
all  other  matters  connected  with  the  said  school ; and  it  was  provided,  that  the 
appointment  of  the  master  should  be  vested  in  the  said  trustees,  who,  in  case  of 
a vacancy,  should  appoint  a member  of  the  church  of  England,  well  qualified 
to  teach  English  correctly,  writing  and  arithmetic,  notice  having  been  first 
given  of  the  vacancy ; that  such  election  should  t^ke  place  in  the  school ; 
that  a book  should  be  kept,  containing  a journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee ; and  that  a regular  annual  meeting  should  be  held  on  Midsummer-day ; 
and  it  was  further  provided,  that  the  said  trustees  should  keep  the  premises 
in  repair ; and  that  if  for  any  reason  the  school  should  be  discontinued  for  the 
space  of  one  year,  they  should  sell  the  premises  and  dispose  of  the  proceeds, 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  majority  of  the  then  subscribers ; and  that 
when  any  of  the  trustees  should  die  or  resign,  the  rest  should  appoint  some 
proper  person  to  succeed  him,  at  a meeting  to  be  held  for  that  purpose  after 
public  notice,  the  vicar  of  Whalley  and  the  resident  curate  of  Accrington 
always  to  be  two,  and  the  offer  of  being  trustees  being  always  made  to  the  heir 
of  the  deceased  trustee,  unless  such  heir  should  not  be  a member  of  the  church 
of  England,  or  not  known,  or  not  residing  in  the  township  of  A ccrington. 

Endorsed  on  the  above  abstracted  indenture  is  a memorandum,  that  Betty 
Rostro7i,  by  will,  dated  29th  April  1823,  bequeathed  to  the  trustees  of  the 
national  school  of  Accrington  10/.  the  intei'est  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  said  school  for  ever. 

There  is  also  endorsed  a memorandum,  dated  June  1824,  statingthat  Jo?iat/ian 
Peel,  esquire,  of  Accrington  House,  gave  to  the  said  school  1,000/.  upon  condi- 
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tion  that  the  same  should  be  laid  out  in  a purchase  of  land  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient, by  the  trustees  of  the  said  school ; and  that  35 1.  of  the  rent  of  such  land, 
when  purchased,  should  be  annually  expended  in  educating  the  poor  children 
who  should  attend  the  said  school,  and  the  remainder  in  supporting  the 
buildings,  and  in  improving  the  land ; and  that  the  surplus,  if  any,  should  be 
applied  in  supplying  books  for  the  instruction  of  the  children  in  religion. 

The  premises  mentioned  in  the  said  indenture  were  surrendered  according  to 
the  covenant  therein  contained,  to  the  use  of  the  said  trustees. 

The  sum  of  10/.,  given  by  Mrs.  Rostron,  is  placed  in  a savings  bank,  and 
bears  interest  at  4^  per  cent. 

The  1,000/.  given  by  Mr.  Peel,  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Hargreaves 
and  Dugdale,  calico  printers,  of  Accrington,  bearing  interest  at  4 per  cent, 
until  an  opportunity  shall  occur  for  laying  it  out  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  donor. 

The  school  premises  being  now  in  good  repair,  the  whole  of  the  interest  of 
the  above  sums  has  been  paid  to  the  master,  except  about  51.  which  has  been 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  master  is  appointed,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  trust  deed ; he 
has  about  130  children  in  the  school;  all  those  who  belong  to  the  township  of 
Accrington  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  without  any 
charge;  the  children  of  some  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  are  also 
taught  free,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  by  the  trustees. 

A meeting  is  held  on  the  S54th  June  annually,  when  the  accounts  are  audited, 
and  all  the  concerns  of  the  school  taken  into  consideration. 


Catherine  Cunliffe’s  Charity. 

Catherine  Cunliffe’s  In  the  register  of  the  chapelry  of  Altham  there  is  an  entry,  stating  that 
Charity.  yivs,.  Catherine  Cunliffe  was  buried  in  17^6,  and  gave  about  40  years  before  51. 

and  about  seven  years  before,  another  51.  the  Interest  to  purchase  two  Bibles, 
and  sometimes  one  Bible,  and  two  Common  Prayer  Books  to  Accrington,  and 
that  John  Duckworth  and  his  son  were  trustees. 

The  son  of  John  Duckworth,  above  mentioned,  was  Lawrence  Duckworth, 
who  paid  during  his  life  9^-  yearly,  as  the  interest  of  this  10/. ; after  his  death, 
the  payment  was  withheld  for  a long  period,  but  the  inhabitants  having  threat- 
ened to  institute  proceedings  against  John  Duckworth,  the  son  of  the  said 
Lawrence,  he  paidy/*  in  1816,  for  14  years  arrears.  Having  paid  this  sum, 
he  was  not  further  pressed  for  the  annual  interest,  and  nothing  more  was 
received  from  him.  He  died  in  1823,  leaving  Nicholas  Worsley,  of  Laund,  in 
New  Accrington,  his  executor,  and  by  his  will,  he  bequeathed  out  of  60/. 
which  he  had  in  the  savings  bank,  15  /.  to  John  Duckworth,  his  grandson  ; 
20/.  to  four  other  grandchildren,  when  they  should  come  to  the  age  of  21  ; and 
5 /.  to  his  executor,  the  said  Nicholas  Worsley,  and  directed  that  the  residue, 
after  payment  of  his  funeral  expenses,  should  be  disposed  of  by  his  executor, 
as  he  should  think  fit. 

Mr.  Worsley  stated,  that  he  had  received  for  arrears  of  rent,  a small  sum, 
besides  the  60/.  in  the  savings  bank,'  that  he  had  paid  15/.  to  the  grandson, 
John  Duckworth,  and  that  20  /.  remained  in  the  savings  bank,  for  the  four 
other  grandchildren,  and  that  he  had  laid  out  in  the  funeral  and  testamentary 
expenses,  all  the  residue,  beyond  what  was  disposed  of  by  the  testator  in 
legacies,  except  about  2 /.  and  3 /. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  Mr.  Worsley  was  aware  that  the  10/.  belonging  to 
this  charityi  was  a debt  due  from  the  testator  ; and  it  is  stated,  that  there  would 
be  great  difficulty  now,  in  recovering  from  the  grandson,  any  part  of  the  legacy 
of  15  /.  which  was  paid  over  to  him.  We  apprehend,  however,  that  Mr.  Worsley 
ought  now  to  pay  towards  the  said  sum  of  10/.  what  remains  in  his  hands,  and 
make  up  the  deficiency,  (except  so  much  thereof,  as  should  have  been  contri- 
buted out  of  the  legacy  paid  to  the  grandson  John,)  rateably  out  of  the  other 
legacies. 

The  7/«  vvhich  was  received  in  1816,  was  distributed  by  the  curate,  in  Bibles 
and  Prayer  Books,  to  poor  persons,  in  the  townships  of  Old  Accrington,  and 
New  Accrington  ; when  the  interest  was  received  regularly,  it  was  disposed  of 
in  the  same  manner. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  BURNLEY. 

Free  Grammar  School. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  account  of  the  foundation 
of  the  free  grammar  school  in  the  town  of  Burnley  ; it  is  supposed  that  it  was 
first  endowed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  6th,  with  certain  copyhold  premises, 
which  were  surrendered  for  the  use  of  a school  then  founded,  or  intended  to 
be  founded,  for  the  instruction  of  youth,  in  the  town  of  Burnley. 

The  endowment  of  the  school  consists : — 

1.  — Of  the  premises  to  which  we  have  above  alluded  ; but  the  earliest  docu- 
ment we  have  seen  relating  thereto,  is  a copy  of  court  roll  for  the  manor  of 
Ightenhill,  by  which  it  appears,  that  John  Parker,  of  Extwistle,  described  as 
feoffee  of  the  free  school  at  Burnley,  with  the  assent  of  the  parishioners  of 
Burnley,  on  the  6th  October  164-1  surrendered  a messuage,  barn,  garden,  and 
a croft  with  the  appurtenances,  lying  in  Burnley,  and  a close  or  parcel  of  land 
on  the  late  common  or  waste,  in  the  manor  aforesaid,  viz.  at  the  lower  end  of 
Saxefeld,  containing  2 a.  1 r.  and  another  parcel  of  land  lying  on  the  late 
common  called  Broadhead  Moor,  containing  30  falls  of  land,  to  the  use  of 
John  Parker,  son  and  heir  of  Robert  Parker,  late  of  Netherwood,  and  George 
Halstead,  son  and  heir  of  George  Halstead,  of  Bank  House,  and  their  heirs, 
that  they  should  be  feoffees  in  trust,  for  the  performance  of  the  intent  and 
limitations  expressed  in  a schedule  thereunto  annexed. 

In  the  schedule  referred  to  it  is  declared  to  be  the  intent  of  the  said  sur- 
render, that  the  said  trustees,  in  consideration  of  the  erecting  a new  house  upon 
the  said  premises,  by  Robert  Bruer,  according  to  a bond  of  even  date  there- 
with, given  by  the  said  Robert  Bruer  to  the  said  trustees,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  rent  thereinafter  mentioned,  should  stand  seised  of  the  said  premises, 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Robert  Bruer,  for  31  years  from  the  1st  of  May  then 
last,  paying  tlie  yearly  rent  of  20  5.  for  the  first  five  years,  and  Q3s.  4d.  for 
the  residue  of  the  said  term,  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the  free  school 
of  Burnley  ; and  it  was  the  further  intent  of  the  said  surrender,  that  upon  the 
expiration  of  such  term,  the  said  trustee  should  stand  seised  of  the  said  pre- 
mises, to  the  only  use  and  behoof  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the  free  school  of 
Burnley  for  the  time  being. 

2.  — By  indenture,  bearing  date  4th  April  1558,  Richard  Woodroffe,  of 
Burnley,  granted  to  Richard  Habram  and  five  others,  and  their  heirs,  an  annual 
rent  of  35.  4c?.  issuing  out  of  his  messuage,  lands  and  tenements  in  Barnold- 
wick,  in  Craven,  in  the  county  of  York.  And  by  an  indenture  annexed  thereto, 
it  was  declared,  that  the  said  trustees  should  stand  seised  of  the  said  yearly 
rent,  to  the  use  of  the  foundation,  erection  and  maintaining  of  a free  grammar 
school,  founded  or  to  be  founded  in  Burnley,  for  the  sustentation  of  a school- 
master, to  teach  children  in  the  said  school,  for  ever. 

3.  — A rent- charge  of  31.  issuing  out  of  premises  in  Essex,  called  Alfrethes, 
was  settled  for  the  maintenance  of  this  school,  at  the  request  of  Sir  Robert 
Ingham,  as  appears  by  the  following  abstracts  : — 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  4th  February  1577>  John  Ingham,  of  Whalley, 
granted  to  Richard  Townley,  esquire,  and  five  others,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent- 
charge  of  3?.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in 
Farnham,  in  Essex,  called  Alfrethes,  payable  at  Whitsuntide  and  Martinmas. 

By  indenture,  annexed  to  this  grant,  reciting,  that  the  messuage,  lands  and 
tenements  thereafter  mentioned,  were  assured  unto  John  Ingham,  by  Sir  Robert 
Ingham,  clerk,  his  uncle,  upon  trust,  that  he  should  charge  the  same  with  the 
yearly  rent-charge  of  3 /.  after  the  death  of  the  said  Sir  Robert,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school  for  ever,  to  be  kept  at  Burnley  or 
Colne,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned ; the 
said  John  Ingham  declared,  that  he  had  granted  the  said  rent  charge  of  3/.  to 
the  parties  above  mentioned,  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  for  ever, 
to  instruct  and  teach  children  and  young  persons  freely  in  the  free  grammar 
school  founded  in  Burnley  ; and  that,  if  it  should  happen,  that  no  school 
should  be  maintained  in  Burnley  for  tw^o  w'hole  years,  the  trustees  should 
be  seised  of  the  said  rent-charge,  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  to 
teach  freely  in  a free  grammar  school  to  be  founded  or  maintained  in  Colne, 
with  a proviso,  that  whenever  all  the  trustees  except  one  should  be  dead,  the 
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survivor  should  convey  the  said  rent  charge  to  six  other  persons,  and  their  heirs, 
dwelling  within  the  parish  of  Burnley. 

This  rent-charge  has  been  conveyed  to  new  trustees  from  time  to  time, 
and  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  February  1787, 
Edmund  Townley,  the  then  only  surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  same  to 
Banastre  Parker  and  four  others,  of  whom  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Denham 
Whitaker  was  the  survivor. 

4.  — There  is  a farm  at  Alverthorpe,  in  Yorkshire,  relating  to  which  there 
is  a paper  in  the  possession  of  the  present  schoolmaster,  endorsed,  “ A note  out 
of  the  will,”  supposed  to  be  an  extract  from  the  will  of  Oates  Sager,  vicar  of 
Warnlield,  in  the  following  words : — 

“ Also,  I bequeath  to  the  school  of  Burnley  five  marke  lands,  lying  in 
Ellerthorpe  and  Wakefield,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  tenure  of  Roger  Becket 
375.  8</.,  in  the  tenure  of  old  Dawson  8 A'.,  and  in  the  tenure  of  his  son  45.,  if  they 
continue  and  maintain  their  school ; and  the  residue  lacking  of  the  five  marke 
to  be  taken  forth  of  my  lands  near  Wakefield  ; and  if  the  school  decay  in 
Burnley,  then  I will  it  to  go  to  Colne,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school  in 
Colne  ; and  if  they  be  negligent  in  keeping  of  their  school  there,  then  I will  it 
shall  go  to  my  almshouse  in  Warmefield  parish,  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  there.” 

From  another  paper  in  the  possession  of  the  schoolmaster,  it  appears,  that 
in  1590,  William  Townley  and  others,  the  then  feoffees  of  the  school,  sur- 
rendered certain  premises  in  Alverthorpe  to  William  Sager,  of  Catlow,  for 
a term  of  200  years  ; and  from  a copy  of  court  roll  for  the  manor  of  Wakefield, 
it  appears,  that  in  1647,  William  Sager,  of  Catlow  (son,  heir  and  executor  of 
William  Sager,  deceased),  and  Jennett,  his  wife,  and  Oates  Sager,  of  Burnley, 
and  Isabella,  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  79^.  surrendered  the  said  premises, 
and  all  other  the  lands  of  the  said  William  and  Oates  Sager,  in  Alverthorpe  (an 
annuity  or  annual  rent  of  3L  65.  8rf.  payable  to  the  master  of  the  free  school 
of  Burnley,  and  his  successors,  excepted),  to  Thomas  Aspden,  who  was  the 
master  of  the  school  in  Burnley,  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term.  The  premises 
are  described  in  this  surrender  as  a messuage  or  tenement,  barn,  garden  and 
croft  adjoining,  and  two  closes  and  six  acres  of  arable  land  and  meadow,  two 
cottages  and  two  crofts,  and  a selion  or  land  thereto  adjoining,  formerly  the 
inheritance  of  William  Windle,  and  purchased  by  Oates  Sager,  late  vicar  of 
Warmfield,  deceased,  and  situate  in  Alverthorpe,  in  the  manor  of  Wakefield. 

The  interest  which  thus  became  vested  in  Thomas  Aspden  and  his  executors, 
for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  200  years,  created  in  1590,  was  probably  assigned 
for  the  benefit  of  the  school ; but  we  have  not  seen  any  further  documents 
which  tend  to  explain  how  the  schoolmaster  of  Burnley  became  entitled  to  any 
thing  beyond  the  sum  of  five  marks  issuing  thereout  previously  to  1790,  when 
the  term  would  have  expired. 

5.  — There  is  a rent-charge  of  3/.  125.  issuing  out  of  certain  lands  in 
Alverthorpe,  called  Shaw  Field  and  Nathan  Deans,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
the  family  of  the  Lowthers,  of  Swillington,  in  the  county  of  York.  This  does 
not  appear  to  have  any  connection  with  the  preceding  property  ; but  we  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account  as  to  the  origin  of  the  rent-charge,  or  from 
.whom  it  was  derived. 

6.  — Edmund  Townley,  rector  of  Slaidburn,  in  the  county  of  York,  as  appears 
by  an  entry  in  an  old  register,  by  surrender,  dated  the  30th  April  1696,  gave 
to  the  use  of  the  school,  a tenement  called  Ackerley’s,  situate  on  the  bridge 
near  Burnley. 

7.  — Nicholas  Townley,  esquire,  of  Royle,  as  appears  by  the  same  register,  by 
surrender,  dated  4th  October  1699,  gave  a tenement  in  the  township  of  Brier- 
cliflfe,  in  this  chapelry,  called  Cockridge,  to  the  church  and  school  of  Burnley, 
in  equal  proportions, 

8.  — A rent-charge  of  IO5.  yearly,  from  an  estate  called  Wanless,  near  Colne, 
now  the  property  of  Thomas  Parker,  esquire,  of  Browseholme.  We  could 
obtain  no  account  of  the  origin  of  this  rent-charge. 

9.  — A rent  charge  of  9^.  yearly,  granted,  as  is  stated  in  the  old  register 
above  mentioned,  by  deed,  dated  21st  April,  26th  Elizabeth,  and  formerly  paid 
by  Sir  John  Kaye,  from  an  estate  called  Dalton,  near  Huddersfield,  in  the 
county  ol'  York. 

The  several  lands  and  tenements  above  mentioned,  seem  never  to  have  been 
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vested  in  one  set  of  trustees.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  recital  in  the 
following  instrument,  that  persons  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time 
trustees  for  the  management  of  the  school. 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  20th  April  1813,  reciting,  that  there  had  been 
from  time  immemorial,  a competent  number  of  gentlemen  within  the  chapelry  of 
Burnley,  for  the  free  grammar  school  there,  and  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of 
them,  others  had  been  elected  by  the  survivors,  James  Hargreaves,  of  Bank 
Hall,  in  the  chapelry  of  Burnley,  described  as  the  nephew  and  heir  at  law  of 
the  Rev.  John  Hargreaves,  deceased,  who  was  the  last  survivor  of  certain 
trustees,  appointed  by  deed,  dated  1st  February  I787,  nominated  and  appointed 
Robert  Townley  Parker,  esquire,  of  Royle,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Denham  Whi- 
taker, D.  D.  John  Hargreaves,  esquire,  of  Omerod  House,  Lawrence  Halstead, 
esquire,  of  Habergham  Eaves,  John  Greenwood,  esquire,  of  Palace  House,  and 
himself,  the  said  James  Hargreaves,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  school. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  property  given  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  school : — 

1.  — The  premises  in  the  town  of  Burnley,  first  mentioned,  consist  of  an  old 
dwelling-house,  with  a cottage,  under  the  same  roof ; another  cottage  with  a barn 
adjoining  thereto,  and  a small  garden  behind,  and  a field  in  Burnley  Lane, 
containing  2 a.  1 r.  31  p.  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch. 

These  premises  are  let  by  the  Rev.  John  Raws,  the  present  schoolmaster  ; the 
dwelling-house  is  now  held  by  William  Tickell,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  20/.,  under 
an  agreement,  made  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  which  the  tenant  had 
incurred  in  improving  the  house,  that  he  should  hold  it  at  that  rent,  as  long  as 
Mr.  Raws  should  retain  the  office  of  schoolmaster.  Mr.  IlRws  also  contributed 
in  some  degree  to  these  improvements,  and  the  premises  are  now  stated  to  be 
worth  about  2.5  /.  a year.  The  cottage  under  the  same  roof,  has  also  been 
improved,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  late  tenant  Joseph  Wood  and  Mr.  Raws  ; 
and,  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  tenant,  a similar  agree- 
ment was  made  with  him,  that  he  should  hold  the  cottage,  with  the  barn  and 
garden,  at  the  rent  of  15/.  15  5.  as  long  as  Mr.  Raws  should  be  schoolmaster. 
These  premises  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Richard  Chaffer,  an  architect, 
who  married  the  widow  of  Joseph  Wood,  at  the  same  rent,  which  is  now  some- 
what less  than  the  fair  annual  value.  The  other  cottage  is  let  to  James  Fletcher, 
at  6 /.  6 5.  a year.  This  tenant  has  also  laid  out  some  money  in  improvements  ; 
but  Mr.  Raws  is  at  liberty  to  raise  his  rent,  whenever  he  may  find  that  a higher 
rent  may  be  obtained.  The  field  is  let  to  Sylvester  Bracewell,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  8 /.  8 5.  per  annum,  which  appears  to  be  a fair  rent. 

2.  — With  respect  to  the  small  rent-charge  of  3 5.  4</.  next  above  mentioned, 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  paid  for  upwards  of  30  years,  and  it  would 
probably  be  found  impossible  now  to  identify  the  particular  premises  charged 
therewith. 

3.  — The  sum  of  2/.  85.  (12  5.  being  deducted  for  land-tax),  is  transmitted 
annually  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  the  agent  of  William  Gosling,  esquire,  the 
owner  of  a farm  at  Farnham,  in  Essex. 

4 and  5. — The  estate  at  Alverthorpe,  in  the  manor  of  Wakefield,  in  York- 
shire, consists  of  a farm-house,  barn  and  outbuildings,  and  three  cottages  with 
small  gardens,  and  about  6 a.  3r.  22  p.  of  old  inclosed  land,  and  an  allotment 
of  between  one  and  two  acres. 

This  estate,  together  with  the  rent-charge  of  3/.  125.  above-mentioned, 
(N“  4),  described  as  a yearly  rent-charge,  or  quit-rent  of  SI.  125.  issuing  out  of 
two  closes  of  land,  called  Shaw  Close  and  Nathan  Deans,  in  Alverthorpe,  and 
certain  other  lands  there,  then  or  late  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Dorothy  Hop- 
kinson,  late  of  Heath,  widow,  v/as  demised  by  indenture,  dated  21st  April 
1820,  by  the  late  Rev.  T.  D.  Whitaker,  and  the  present  trustees  (described  as 
trustees,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  free  grammar  school  of  Burnley),  with  the 
consent  of  the  present  master,  to  John  Goldthorpe,  for  the  term  of  14  years 
from  the  2d  February  preceding,  at  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  48/.  with  a covenant 
by  the  lessee,  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  except  the  main  walls  and  main 
timber,  which  according  to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  were  to  be  kept  in  repair  by 
the  trustees.  Previously  to  the  execution  of  the  lease,  the  schoolmaster 
laid  out  about  60/.  in  putting  the  buildings  into  a proper  state  of  repair. 

6. — The  farm,  called  Ackerley’s  tenement,  in  the  township  of  Burnley, 
Rep.  15.  I 4 consists 
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consists  of  a house  and  barn  and  land,  containing  11a.  2u.  33p,  (customary 
measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  now  let  to  Thomas  Chaffer,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  24/.  per  annum.  The  farm  was  let  by  the  schoolmaster,  who  con- 
siders 24/.  a fair  rent.  He  has  laid  out  about  40/.  upon  the  premises. 

7.  — The  tenement  called  Cockridge,  in  the  township  of  Briercliffe,  con.sists  of 
a house  and  barn,  with  eight  acres  of  old  inclosure,  customary  measure  of  seven 
yards  to  the  perch.  It  is  stated  that  in  1621,  when  the  inclosure  of  a common 
in  Briercliffe  took  place,  an  allotment  of  about  2 acres  was  set  out  to  the  trustees 
of  the  school  in  respect  of  this  tenement;  but  that  the  trustees,  not  having 
fenced  it  out,  it  was  inclosed  hy  the  ancestors  of  Robert  Townley  Parker, 
esquire,  in  their  allotment  now  called  Cockridge  copy;  and  in  lieu  of  the  school 
allotment,  the  tenant  of  this  tenement  has  been  allowed  the  privilege  of  turning 
cattle  on  the  adjoining  moors.  It  seems  desirable,  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  for  ascertaining  the  rights  of  the  charity,  and  the  extent  and  situation  of 
the  allotment  above-mentioned ; and  having  represented  the  circumstances  to 
the  agent  of  Mr.  Townley  Parker,  we  are  assured  that  he  will  readily  furnish 
every  assistance  injiis  power  for  that  purpose. 

The  tenement  above-mentioned,  with  the  right  of  common  enjoyed  therewith, 
is  let  by  the  .schoolmaster  and  the  incumbent  jointly,  and  is  now  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  William  Lee,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  18/.  185.  per  annum,  of  which  the 
schoolmaster  receives  9/.  9^.  Within  the  last  twenty-eight  years  above  100/. 
has  been  laid  out  in  rebuilding  the  house  and  repairing  the  barn,  which  was 
defrayed^ equally  by  the  schoolmaster  and  the  incumbent  of  the  chapel  of 
Burnley.  It  is  stated,  that  the  premises  are  worth  upwards  of  24/.  a year  ; and 
that  for  the  purpose  of  reletting  them  at  a higher  rent,  an  action  was  com- 
menced some  time  ago  against  the  tenant,  but  was  afterwards  dropped,  on 
account  of  some  sup})osed  difficulty  in  proving  a title.  It  does  not  appear, 
however,  that  thei  e can  be  any  real  difficulty  on  that  account,  as  the  tenant  has, 
by  the  payment  of  rent,  acknowledged  the  title  of  the  schoolmaster  and  incum- 
bent, or  of  one  of  them. 

8.  — The  rent-charge  of  105.  j)ayable  out  of  the  estate  called  Wanless,  near 
Colne,  is  paid  by  Thomas  Parker,  esquire,  of  Browsholme,  to  the  curate  of 
Colne,  by  whom  it  is  transmitted  to  Mr.  Raws. 

9.  — With  respect  to  the  rent-charge  of  95.  mentioned  in  the  old  register,  as 
payable  out  of  an  estate  near  Huddersfield,  called  Dalton,  we  have  not  found 
any  evidence  of  the  payment  thereof ; it  certainly  has  not  been  received  for 
upwards  of  30  years. 

From  the  sources  above  mentioned,  the  income  of  the  schoolmaster  is  derived, 
amounting  at  the  present  time  to  137/.  165. 

There  is  a school  in  Burnley,  supposed  to  have  been  erected  by  the  inhabi- 
tants about  200  years  ago,  upon  land  given  for  the  purpose  by  Robert  Parker, 
esquire.  The  building  consists  of  a room  below,  which  is  used  by  an  assistant, 
and  an  upper  story,  which  is  divided  into  two  rooms,  in  one  of  which  the  master 
instructs  his  scholars,  and  the  other  he  uses  for  a library.  This  building  is  kept 
in  repair  out  of  the  chapel  rate. 

The  Rev.  John  Raws,  the  present  master,  was  appointed  by  the  Rev.  John 
Hargreaves,  as  the  then  surviving  trustee,  about  twenty-eight  years  ago.  When 
he  came  to  the  school,  he  found  that  2/.  25.  a year  was  the  usual  charge  for  all 
the  scholars,  for  which  they  were  taught  English  grammar,  writing  and 
accounts;  and  he  understood  that  this  charge  was  allowed  by  the  trustees  in 
lieu  of  what  had  usually  been  paid  previously  for  admission,  and  as  a cockpenny 
at  Shrovetide.  Mr.  Raws  states,  that  after  his  appointment  he  had  frequent 
communications  with  the  parents  of  the  boys,  and  that  being  anxious  that  he 
should  employ  an  assistant,  who  would  give  his  whole  attention  to  instructing 
the  scholars  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  they  agreed  that,  provided  he 
would  employ  such  an  assistant,  he  should  make  a higher  charge  in  some 
instances,  but  that  such  charge  should  vary  according  to  what  the  scholars 
learnt,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  parents.  Mr.  Raws  has  accordingly  kept 
an  assistant,  who  teaches  English,  writing  and  accounts,  and  practical  mathe- 
matics, in  the  lower  school  room  ; and  the  present  assistant  receives  a salary  of 
100/.  a year.  The  charge  now  made  by  the  master  varies  from  145.  to 
105.  Or/,  a quarter,  and  upon  these  terms  he  takes  any  boys  that  apply.  The 
average  number  of  scholars  is  about  sixty,  of  whom  ton  or  twelve  are  instructed 
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by  the  master  in  the  classics  ; he  also  superintends  the  lower  school,  and  attends  Burnley 
to  a certain  number  of  the  children  in  that  school,  in  rotation,  every  day. 

Madam  Isabel  Shikeburn’s  Charity, 


Mr.  Raws,  the  schoolmaster  of  Burnley,  produced  to  us  a writing,  purporting 
to  be  “ a copy  of  a paper  received  by  the  stewards  at  Stoneyhurst,  from  John 
Ingleby,  April  27th,  I776,”  and  which  was  in  the  following  terms  : — 

“April  11th,  1700. — Received  of  Arthur  Ingleby,  of  Lawkland,  in  the  county 
of  York,  esquire,  the  day  and  year  above,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  within  the 
parish  of  Burnley,  the  sum  of  100/.  of  current  money  of  England,  and  security 
by  bond  from  the  said  Arthur  Ingleby,  and  Mr.  John  Ingleby,  his  nephew,  for 
the  true  payment  of  90/.  with  consideration  at  5 per  cent,  to  me  or  my 
executors,  in  and  upon  the  11th  day  of  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1701.  In  consideration  whereof,  I do  hereby  promise  to  settle  lands  of 
the  value  of  190/.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Burnley  parish,  within  the  space 
of  one  year  next  ensuing.  As  witness  my  hand,  this  day  and  year  above  said, 
(signed)  Nicholas  Sherburn.” 

It  does  not  appear  clearly  how  this  sum  of  190/.  arose  ; but  it  seems  probable 
that  it  was  derived  from  the  will  of  Madame  Isabel  Shirehurn,  relict  of  Richard 
Shireburn,  esquire,  dated  28th  March  1693,  by  which  she  gave  certain  monies 
due  to  her,  one  half  to  the  “ parish  and  town  of  Burnley,”  and  the  other  half  to 
the  parish  and  town  of  Lawkland,  as  we  find  that  the  township  of  Lawkland,  in 
the  parish  of  Clapham,  in  the  county  of  York,  received  the  like  sum  of  190/. 
which  has  been  attributed  to  the  above  mentioned  will,  (5ce  13  Rep.  p.  628,). 
We  find,  however,  that  Isabel  Townley,  by  a codicil  annexed  to  her  will,  and 
dated  21st  May  1674,  reciting,  that  in  her  will  (which  was  dated  17th  November 
1668)  she  had  given  to  the  free  school  of  Burnley,  100/.  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  discretion  of  Richard  Shireburn,  of  Stoneyhurst,  esquire,  and  Richard 
Townley,  of  Townley,  esquire,  revoked  the  said  gift  to  the  said  school,  and 
gave  the  said  sum  of  100/.  to  the  poor  of  Burnley  parish,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  said  Richard  Shireburn  and  Richard  Townley,  that  the  rent  thereof  might 
be  divided  amongst  them  yearly,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Richard  Shire- 
burn and  Richard  Townley,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  as  to  this  legacy, 
or  to  account  for  the  disposal  of  it,  unless  it  forms  part  of  the  money  above 
mentioned. 

The  sum  of  190/.  was  probably  never  laid  out  in  land  ; but  it  appears  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  George  Weld,  esquire,  who  is  descended  from  a female  branch  of 
the  Shireburn  family,  as  the  sum  of  9/.  yearly  is  paid  on  his  account,  as  the 
interest  thereof,  by  his  agent,  Mr.  Stephen  Sparrow,  of  Clitheroe. 

This  sum  was  formerly  received  by  the  officers  of  the  chapelry  of  Burnley, 
and  was  divided  into  four  equal  parts,  one  of  which  was  appropriated  to  each  of 
the  following  districts,  the  township  of  Burnley,  the  two  townships  of 
Briercliffe  with  Extwistle  and  Worsthorn  with  Hurstwood,  the  township  of 
Habergham  Eaves,  and  the  township  of  Cliviger ; and  these  shares  appear  to 
have  been  generally  carried  to  the  overseers  accounts  of  the  respective  districts, 
out  of  which,  it  is  stated,  apprentice  fees  were  paid,  and  clothing  was  provided 
for  the  apprentices,  as  in  respect  of  these  charities. 

The  interest  for  the  last  seven  years  has  been  paid  to  Peregrine  Edward 
Townley,  esquire,  of  Townley,  near  Burnley.  In  or  about  the  year  1820, 
Mr.  Sparrow  transmitted  to  him  the  sum  of  18/.,  as  two  years  interest,  and  at 
a subsequent  period  a further  sum  of  51.  on  account;  and  these  sums  appear  to 
have  been  disposed  of  as  follows,  but  no  account  has  been  kept : there  was  paid 
with  a boy  of  the  township  of  Burnley,  as  an  apprentice  fee,  9/.;  to  the 
chapelwarden  and  another  inhabitant  of  Habergham  Eaves,  to  be  applied  to  the 
relief  of  a poor  person  there,  who  w’as  considered  a proper  object  of  charity, 
a sum  which  Mr.  Townley  thinks  was  9/.;  and  the  residue  was  given  by  his 
steward  to  two  poor  women  of  Burnley. 

At  the  beginning  of  July  1825,  Mr.  Townley  received  from  Mr.  Sparrow  40/. 
making  up,  with  the  51.  above  mentioned,  five  years  arrears  of  interest,  and  this 
sum  was  in  Mr.Townley’s  hands  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (the  latter  end  of  the 
same  month);  and  he  stated,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  dispose  of  it  towards 
the  relief  of  some  poor  persons  in  the  other  townships  of  the  chapelry,  which  have 
not  lately  received  any  benefit  from  the  charity. 
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It  .seems  desirable  that  a regular  account  should  be  kept  of  the  distribution, 
as  well  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  persons  interested  as  for  a guide  with  respect  to 
the  application,  in  order  that  every  part  of  the  chapelry  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  charity  in  its  turn. 

Robert  Halstead’s  Charitv. 

Robert  Halstead,  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  by  will,  dated  March  27th,  1649, 
devised  a messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  the  Swan,  situate 
in  High-street,  in  the  said  city  of  Rochester,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  to 
Robert,  son  of  William  Halstead,  of  Worsthorn,  his  kinsman,  on  condition,  that 
he  and  his  heirs  should  pay  yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
tenement,  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle,  for  ever,  to  the  poor 
people  of  the  parish  of  Burnley,  the  sum  of  SI.  6s.  8d.  and  the  like  sum  of 
31.  6s.  Sd.  to  the  poor  of  Worsthorn,  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens 
for  the  time  being  ; but  if  any  person  or  persons,  in  either  of  the  said  places, 
belonging  to  him,  should  be  in  want,  then  that  such  his  kindred  should  have  the 
major  part  of  the  said  monies,  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  on  the  day 
aforesaid. 

The  property  charged  with  this  payment  is  stated  to  consist  of  two  messuages 
in  High-street,  in  Rochester,  N*”  205  and  206,  the  former  belonging  to 
Miss  Olivia  Etherington,  the  devisee  under  the  will  of  the  late  W.  B.  Blenkinsop, 
and  the  latter  belonging  to  Mr.  William  Tatum.  The  yearly  sum  of  51.  Js. 
being  the  residue  of  the  two  sums  above  mentioned,  after  deducting  land-tax, 
has  been  received  for  several  years,  from  the  late  W.  B.  Blenkinsop,  and  trans- 
mitted to  Burnley  by  Mr.  Thomas  Moulder,  of  Bermondsey-street,  London. 

Of  the  clear  sum,  one  half  is  divided  amongst  the  four  townships  of  Burnley, 
Habergham  Eaves,  Briercliffe  with  Extwistle,  and  Cliviger,  in  equal 
proportions. 

Of  the  other  half,  one  moiety  is  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  Worsthorne,  and 
the  other  is  paid  to  Charles  Halstead,  as  one  of  the  kindred  of  the  testator,  he 
being  a very  old  man,  and  in  moderate  circumstances,  working  at  the  collieries 
near  the  town  of  Burnley. 

The  sums  appropriated  to  the  poor  are  distributed  by  the  chapelw'ardens  of 
the  respective  townships,  amongst  the  poor  of  those  places,  in  money  or  linen, 
as  they  think  most  expedient. 

’rOWNSHIPS  OF  BURNLEY  .AND  HABERGHA.M  EAVES. 

Elizabeth  Peel’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Peel,  of  Burnley,  spinster,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  15th  November 
1800,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  by  her 
brothers  and  executors,  Thomas  Peel  and  Robert  Peel,  gave  the  residue  of  her 
estate  and  effects  to  her  said  brothers,  upon  trust,  to  collect  the  same,  and  invest 
the  money  arising  therefrom  in  the  public  funds,  and  to  assign  and  transfer  the 
same,  by  deed  or  writing,  to  the  officiating  curate  or  minister  of  the  chapelry  of 
Burnley,  and  the  churchwardens  of  Burnley  and  Habergham  Eaves,  or  such 
other  persons  as  her  said  trustees  should  think  proper,  on  trust,  to  apply 
the  dividends  thereof  in  providing  bread  or  clothes,  or  both,  to  be  distributed 
monthly  during  the  six  winter  months  from  October  to  March  inclusive  in  each 
year,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  and  distressed  families,  and  persons  within  the 
townships  of  Burnley  and  Habergham  Eaves  respectively,  as  the  persons  to  whom 
such  transfer  should  be  made  should  think  the  most  proper  objects  ; in  which 
deed  or  transfer  should  be  inserted  such  other  clauses,  powers,  he.  as  her  said 
brothers,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  think  most  suitable  for  carrying  her 
intention  into  execution ; and  she  directed,  that  they  should  specify  what 
portion  of  the  dividends  should  be  allotted  to  the  poor  of  Burnley,  and  what 
portion  to  the  poor  of  Habergham  Eaves. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  November  1802,  and  made  between  the  said 
Thomas  Peel  and  Robert  Peel,  described  as  Thomas  Peel  of  Sawley,  and  Robert 
Peel  of  Church,  esquires,  of  the  one  part ; and  tlie  Rev.  John  Hargreaves  Web- 
ster Fishwick,  and  Joseph  Massey,  trustees  nominated  for  the  township  of 
Burnley;  Sagar,  Veevers,  William  Cooper,  and  James  Parkinson,  trustees  nomi- 
nated for  the  township  of  Habergham  Eaves  ; and  the  Rev.  John  Raws,  a 
trustee  indifferently  nominated  for  both  townships,  of  the  other  part ; reciting 
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the  will  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Peel,  and  reciting  that  the  said  Thomas  Peel  and  Burnley  and 
Robert  Peel,  after  paying  the  funeral  expenses,  debts  and  legacies  ofthe  said  Eliza-  Habei  gham  Eaves, 
beth  Peel,  had  collected  the  residue  of  her  personal  estate,  amounting  to  78O/.  i-  iizab^Peel’s 
and  had  invested  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  1,^44/.  155.  three  per  cent  consols,  ' charity, 
which  had  been  transferred  into  their  own  names ; the  said  Thomas  Peel  umtvnued. 

and  Robert  Peel  covenanted  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  ^ ' 

transfer  the  said  1,244^.  155.  three  per  cent  consols  into  the  names  of  them, 
or  some  three  of  them;  and  it  was  thereby  declared  and  agreed,  that  such  of 
them  to  whom  the  said  stock  should  be  so  transferred,  should  stand  possessed 
ofthe  same  upon  trust,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  will,  to  apply 
the  dividends  thereof,  yearly,  in  providing  wholesome  bread  and  useful 
clothes,  or  both,  at  their  discretion,  and  to  distribute  such  bread  and  clothes 
during  the  winter  months,  from  October  to  March,  and  so  much  thereof  and  at 
such  times  in  each  of  the  said  months  as  they  should  think  proper,  unto  the 
several  objects  of  the  charity,  in  such  proportions  as  they  should  think  proper, 
provided  that  in  the  application  of  the  said  dividends  one  moiety  should  be  laid 
out  in  providing  bread  or  clothes,  which  should  be  distributed  among  such 
objects  of  the  charity  as  should  be  legally  settled  in  and  belong  to  the  township 
of  Burnley,  and  the  other  moiety  in  like  manner  among  such  objects  as  should 
be  legally  settled  in  and  belong  to  the  township  of  Habergham  Eaves;  and  it 
was  also  agreed,  that  the  trustees  or  managers  should  annually  elect  one  of  them- 
selves to  be  treasurer  for  one  year,  who  should  keep  a book  of  accounts,  wherein 
should  be  entered  a true  account  ofthe  monies  expended  in  the  performance  of 
the  trusts,  and  that  they  should  yearly  meet  at  some  certain  time  and  place  to 
be  agreed  on,  and  as  often  as  they  should  see  occasion,  to  audit  the  accounts, 
which,  if  allowed  in  writing  under  their  hands  yearly  in  the  said  books  of  ac- 
counts, should  be  a sufficient  discharge  to  the  treasurer,  so  as  he  should  pay  the 
balance  of  such  account  to  the  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  it  was 
declared,  that  when  any  one  ofthe  trustees  or  managers  should  die,  or  leave  the 
neighbourhood  to  reside  at  an  inconvenient  distance,  or  decline  to  act  in,  or 
desire  to  be  discharged  from  the  trusts,  the  trustees  or  managers  should  and 
might,  at  or  before  the  yearly  meeting  for  auditing  the  accounts,  elect  in  his 
room  such  person  as  they  should  think  proper,  being  a man  of  respectability 
and  property,  and  that  the  election  of  every  trustee  should  be  entered  in  one  of 
the  books  to  be  kept  as  aforesaid,  provided  that  in  such  elections  a primary- 
regard  should  be  always  had  to  choose  a person  from  the  township  for  which  the 
trustee  dying,  &c.  was  nominated ; and  that  when  the  said  John  Raws  should 
die,  or  cease  to  officiate  as  minister  in  the  chapel  of  Burnley,  the  succeeding  resi- 
dent officiating  minister  for  the  time  being,  officiating  and  residing  in  the  chapelry 
or  neighbourhood  of  Burnley,  should  be  considered  a trustee  for  both  the  said 
townships;  and  it  was,  provided  that  no  trustee  or  manager  who  should  be 
appointed  overseer  of  the  poor,  should,  during  his  continuance  in  that  office, 
act  as  trustee  or  manager;  and  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  power  of  appointing 
trustees  should  be  exercised  so  that  there  should  be  always  five  trustees  at  the 
least,  and  that  the  trust  fund  should  be  transferred  to  the  new  trustees  or  any 
three  of  them,  from  time  to  time  ; that  notice  of  all  meetings  for  transacting  the 
business  of  the  trust  should  be  given  to  the  trustees,  and  that  the  meetings 
should  be  held  in  the  vestry  of  the  chapel  of  Burnley,  or  such  other  place  as 
the  trustees  and  managers  for  the  time  being  should  agree  upon  : Powers  were 
also  given  to  the  trustees  or  managers  to  sell  the  stock,  and  re-invest  the  money 
on  other  Government  securities,  if  they  should  unanimously  think  it  advisable, 
and  to  deduct  their  necessary  expenses  out  of  the  dividends,  with  the  usual 
clause  of  indemnity. 

A stone  has  been  put  up  in  the  church  of  Burnley  to  record  this  benefaction, 
on  which  the  amount  of  the  residue  of  Miss  Peel’s  personal  property  is  stated, 
as  in  the  deed  of  trust.  It  appears,  however,  that  in  1811  there  was  found 
due  to  the  estate  of  Miss  Peel  the  further  sum  of  190/.  125.  70?.  being  the 
amount  of  certain  dividends  which  had  been  received  on  debts  due  to  the  estate 
of  her  grandfather  ; on  this  sum  interest  was  calculated  and  credited  every  year 
until  the  end  of  1822,  when  it  amounted  with  the'  principal  to  0I7/.  65.  7^/. 
which  sum  has  since  been  transferred  to  the  credit  of  her  executors  in  the  bank 
of  Messrs.  Jones,  Lloyd  and  Co.  Manchester.  This  sum,  therefore,  with  the 
interest  which  has  accrued  thereon  subsequently  to  1822,  ought  to  be  invested 
in  the  funds. 
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The  sum  of  1,244/.  155.  three  per  cent  consols,  stands  in  the  names  of  the 
Reverend  John  Hargreaves,  William  Cooper,  and  the  Reverend  John  Raws, 
who  is  now  the  only  survivor. 

The  present  trustees  are,  James  Hargreaves,  esquire,  William  Fishwick,  and 
Joseph  Massey,  for  Burnley  ; Sagar  Veevers,  Henry  Parkinson,  and  Lawrence  ' 
Halstead,  for  Habergham  Eaves;  and  the  Reverend  John  Raws,  who  was 
originally  appointed  for  both  townships. 

Two  of  the  trustees  are  appointed  treasurers,  one  for  each  of  the  places  above 
mentioned. 

From  the  dividends  on  the  stock,  amounting  to  37/.  65.  11c/.  per  annum, 
a trifling  deduction  is  made  for  postage  ; and  of  the  residue,  one  moiety  is  paid 
to  the  treasurer  for  Burnley,  and  the  other  to  the  treasurer  for  Habergham 
Eaves. 

For  a few  years,  part  of  the  dividends  were  applied  in  clothing  some  children 
of  each  township  in  the  Sunday  school,  but  lately  the  sums  paid  over  to  the 
treasurers  have  been  laid  out  by  them  in  the  purchase  of  blankets,  cloth  or 
flannel.  In  Burnley,  these  articles  have  been  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of 
that  township  about  Christmas,  according  to  a list  approved  of  at  a meeting  of 
the  trustees  ; and  in  Habergham  Eaves,  they  have  been  distributed  amongst 
the  poor  of  that  place,  about  the  same  period,  by  the  treasurer  for  the  time 
being.  Whatever  balance  should  happen  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  would  be  paid  over  to  his  successor.  There  was  a small  balance  of 
15  5.  ^d.  in  July  1825,  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  for  Habergham  Eaves. 

Up  to  November  1815,  the  late  Mr.  William  Cooper  acted  as  treasurer  both 
for  Burnley  and  for  Habergham  Eaves ; but  in  consequence  of  some  disagree- 
ment as  to  the  distribution  in  Burnley,  another  of  the  trustees  was  appointed 
treasurer  for  that  township,  and  Mr.  Cooper  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity 
for  Habergham  Eaves,  until  his  death  in  1824.  At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees 
in  November  1815,  there  appeared  to  be  a balance  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  hands  of 
62/.  25.  3c/.  for  the  distribution  of  which  orders  were  made  by  the  trustees  in 
that  and  the  following  year.  After  1815,  no  accounts  appear  by  the  minutes 
to  have  been  produced  by  him  to  the  trustees  ; it  is  supposed,  however,  that  the 
whole  of  the  money  which  he  received  was  properly  disposed  of,  except  about 
10/.  which  he  improperly  retained  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity,  as  being 
due  to  him  from  some  of  the  trustees,  although,  if  he  was  entitled  to  that  sum, 
it  was  due  to  him  on  a private  account. 

The  2d  of  November  is  appointed  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  for 
auditing  the  accounts,  electing  the  treasurers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  trans- 
acting other  business  relating  to  the  charity.  These  meetings  were  reg'ularly 
held,  up  to  November,  1820 ; from  that  period  there  was  no  meeting  until 
November,  1824. 

In  the  book  of  accounts,  the  expenditure,  both  for  the  township  of  Burnley, 
and  for  Habergham  Eaves,  is  entered  as  long  as  Mr.  Cooper  continued  treasurer 
for  both  places.  In  the  subsequent  years,  the  accounts  of  what  was  expended 
by  the  treasurer  for  the  township  of  Burnley,  are  only  entered.  It  seems  very 
desirable  that  the  whole  accounts  should  be  annually  transcribed  in  one  or 
more  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  that  a meeting  of  the  trustees 
should  be  regularly  held  every  November,  at  which  such  accounts  should  be 
examined  and  audited. 

TOWNSHIP  or  BURNLEY. 

> Hindle’s  Charity. 

Molly  Hindle,  by  will,  dated  the  19th  April  1804,  and  proved  at  Chester  by 
her  executors,  Lawrence  Hitchon  and  Thomas  Grimshaw,  3d  October  1811, 
reciting,  that  by  deed  poll,  bearing  date  19th  March  1804,  her  husband,  William 
Hindle,  of  Burnley,  directed  and  appointed,  that  the  sum  of  1,000/.  should 
he  raised  by  Joshua  Hitchon,  of  Burnley,  out  of  five  messuages  or  dwelling- 
houses  in  Burnley,  then  in  the  occupation  of  certain  persons  therein  mentioned, 
by  way  of  mortgage,  in  case  the  said  William  Hindle  should  not  advance  and 
pay  the  same,  one-half  thereof  twelve  months  after  the  death  of  the  said 
Molly  Hindle,  and  the  other  half  two  years  after  her  death,  and  that  he  should 
pay  and  apply  the  said  1,000/.  according  as  the  said  Molly  Hindle  should  by 
her  will,  or  by  any  instrument  in  writing,  executed  in  the  presence  of  two  or 
more  credible  witnesses,  direct  and  appoint ; directed  that  the  said  sum  of  1,000/. 

so 
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so  to  be  raised  by  the  said  Joshua  Hitchon,  out  of  the  said  premises,  should  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  her  executors,  as  the  same  should  become  due  ; that  her 
said  executors  should,  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  could,  place  the  same  out 
upon  some  good  and  sufficient  security,  and  apply  the  interest  arising  there- 
from, and  upon  the  happening  of  certain  contingencies,  the  principal  sum  of 
1,000/.  in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  in  case  she  should  die 
without  leaving  issue,  and  her  brother  Lawrence  Thompson  should  also  die  with- 
out leaving  issue,  she  directed  her  executors  in  such  case,  to  apply  the  sum  of 
500/.  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Lawrence  Thompson  should  by  his  will  or  deed 
direct  and  appoint;  and  for  want  of  such  direction  or  appointment,  she  gave  the 
said  sum  of  500/.  to  her  executors,  to  be  applied  in  manner  hereafter  mentioned ; 
and  she  further  gave  to  Mary  Hindle,  daughter  of  her  husband,  William  Hindle, 
the  sum  of  200/.  provided  her  said  husband  should  deliver  to  her  said  brother, 

Lawrence,  certain  household  and  other  goods  therein  mentioned  ; and  in  case 
her  said  husband  should  refuse  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Lawrence 
Thompson,  she  directed  that  the  said  gift  to  the  said  Mary  Hindle  should  be 
void,  and  directed  that  her  executors  should,  with  the  interest  of  the  said  sum 
of  200/.  relieve  and  pay  yearly,  for  ever,  unto  such  old  and  infirm  poor  persons 
belonging  to  the  said  town  of  Burnley,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  her  said 
executors  should,  in  their  discretion,  see  meet  and  think  proper ; and,  in 
case  her  said  brother,  Lawrence  Thompson,  should  make  no  appointment 
concerning  the  said  sum  of  500/.  above  mentioned,  she  gave  the  said  sum  to 
her  executors  to  be  put  out,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  to  such  uses  as 
the  interest  of  the  above  said  sum  of  200/.  wa-s  to  be  applied  by  them. 

Under  this  will,  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Burnley  became  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  sum  of  500/.  This  sum  is  now  secured  upon  an  estate  at 
Newchurch,  in  Pendle,  belonging  to  John  Dixon.  The  mortgage  was  granted 
to  the  executors,  Lawrence  Hitchon  and  Thomas  Grimshaw,  by  deed,  dated 
8th  April  1817;  up  to  1821,  interest  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  4^  per  cent  on 
the  full  sum  of  500/.  but,  in  that  year,  the  sum  of  50/.  was  called  in  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  legacy  duty,  and  interest  has  since  been  paid  on  the 
residue  at  the  same  rate,  amounting  to  20/.  5s.  per  annum. 

As  long  as  the  executors  lived  in  Burnley,  they  distributed  the  interest 
themselves  amongst  the  poor.  Since  1820,  neither  of  them  being  resident 
there,  it  has  been  transmitted  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Hitchon,  to  the  chapel- 
warden  or  overseer,  and  the  amount  has  been  disposed  of  in  the  purchase 
of  flannel  and  linen,  which  has  been  distributed  amongst  about  100  of  the 
poorest  persons  of  the  township.  In  the  two  last  years,  there  has  been  a small 
excess  of  the  expenditure,  which  has  been  defrayed  out  of  the  poor’s  rate. 

Hargreaves’s  Charity. 

Hargreaves,  widow  of  the  Rev.  John  Hargreaves,  of  Bankhall,  in  the  Hargreaves’s 
chapelry  of  Burnley,  having,  by  her  will,  dated  22d  April  1814,  and  proved  with 
the  codicils  hereafter  noticed,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  at  York,  in  December 
1818,  directed  the  surplus  of  her  personal  estate  to  be  distributed  by  her  exe- 
cutors, to  poor  old  and  infirm  widows,  resident  in  Burnley  and  the  township  of 
Newchurch,  in  Rossendale,  which  bequest  she  revoked  by  a codicil,  dated  29th 
July  1817,  and  directed  that  the  distribution  of  the  said  surplus  of  her  personal 
estate,  should  be  confined  to  the  poor  old  and  infirm  widows,  resident  within  the 
township  of  Burnley,  and  that  part  of  the  said  township  of  Newchurch,  called 
Baccop  Booth.  By  another  codicil,  dated  January  2t)th,  1818,  she  directed 
her  executors  to  pay  several  legacies  out  of  her  personal  estate,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  4,000/. ; and  after  giving  annuities  to  certain  persons 
therein  mentioned,  bequeathed  in  the  following  words  : — “ I would  have 
200  /.  fixed  in  some  safe  hand,  the  interest  of  it  to  be  given  in  cloth,  at 
Christmas,  to  old  women  as  usual,  the  annuities  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents 
of  my  estate ; the  remainder  of  what  is  left  of  the  personal  estate,  I give 
to  John  Hargreaves,  one  of  my  executors,  after  my  funeral  expenses  are 
paid.” 

James  Hargreaves,  esquire,  as  one  of  the  executors,  having  paid  the  duty, 
placed  180/.,  the  residue  of  this  legacy,  in  the  bank  of  John,  George  and 
Thomas  Holgate,  of  Burnley. 
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This  bank  failed  in  18^^4,  and  a dividend  of  (js.  8 d.  in  the  pound  only  had 
been  paid  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  July  1825.  Since  the  death  of  the 
testati'ix,  Mr.  Hargreaves  has  distributed  9 1-  yearly,  as  the  interest  of  her 
legacy,  though  the  interest  paid  by  the  bank,  did  not  exceed  S or  per  cent ; 
and  at  Christmas  1824  he  distributed  the  same  sum,  though  no  interest  had 
been  paid. 

The  testatrix  used  in  her  life-time  to  distribute  cloth,  and  she  confined  her 
distribution  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Burnley  ; Mr.  Hargreaves  has,  therefore, 
followed  the  same  course,  and  has  laid  out  9/.  yearly,  in  the  purchase  of  linen 
for  that  purpose. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BRIERCLIFFE  WITH  EXTWISTLE. 

John  Halstead’s  Charity. 

John  HahteadfO^  Broadbank,  in  this  chapelry,  in  the  year  IO72,  surrendered 
his  estate,  called  Morsley  Hill,  in  this  chapelry,  to  the  use  of  Robert  Briercliffe 
and  Robert  Parker,  as  feoffees,  in  trust,  for  the  payment  of  3 1.  yearly,  upon 
the  eve  of  Saint  Thomas,  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Briercliffe  with 
Extwistle. 

The  present  owner  of  tlie  said  estate  is  Henry  Hargreaves,  e.squire,  of 
Newchurch,  in  Rossendale,  who  pays  the  yearly  sum  of  3/.  to  Mr.  John 
Halstead,  of  this  township,  and  the  amount  is  distributed  by  him  on  the  20th 
December,  yearly,  principally  in  sixpences  and  shillings,  amongst  poor  persons 
of  the  township,  who  have  not  received  relief  within  the  preceding  year. 

r O W N S H I P OF  C L I V I G E R. 

Stephenson’s  Charity. 

It  appears,  that  George  Stephenson,  who  died  about  the  year  1805,  intended 
to  leave  30/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  divided  as  follows;  two  thirds  to  the 
Sunday  school  established  at  Holme  Chapel,  in  the  township  of  Cliviger,  and 
one-third  amongst  four  poor  widows,  dw'elling  in  and  belonging  to  that  township  ; 
but  the  wull  was  not  executed. 

The  representatives  of  the  said  George  Stephenson  paid  30  /.  into  the  hand.s 
of  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Whitaker,  the  late  incumbent  of  this  chapel,  and  during  his 
life,  the  interest  is  stated  to  have  been  regularly  disposed  of,  according  to  the 
intentions  of  the  donor.  Upon  Dr.  Whitaker’s  death,  his  affairs  became  the 
subject  of'  a suit  in  the  court  of  Chancery ; but  it  is  understood,  that  his 
executors  will  soon  be  able  to  pay  over  the  sum  of  30  /.  above  mentioned. 

CHAPELRY  OF  CHURCH  KIRK. 

Darwen’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity  will  be  found  in  a preceding  page,  amongst 
the  charities  for  the  township  of  Rishton,  in  the  parish  of  Blackburn. 

Eighteen  three-penny  loaves  are  transmitted  by  a baker  of  Blackburn,  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  every  month,  to  the  chapelwardens  of  Church  Kirk,  and  are 
distributed  by  them,  amongst  such  of  the  poor,  at  the  vestiy,  after  divine 
service,  as  they  think  most  proper  objects. 

CHAPELRY  OF  CLITHEROE. 

Free  Grammar  School. 

By  letters  patent,  bearing  date  9th  August,  in  the  1st  and  2d  Philip  and  Mary, 
their  Majesties,  upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clitheroe, 
and  parish  of  Whalley,  and  others,  granted  and  ordained,  that  there  should  be  a 
grammar  school  at  Clitheroe,  which  should  be  called  “The  Free  Grammar 
School  of  Mary  Queen  of  England,”  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  boys 
and  youth  in  grammar,  to  continue  for  ever  ; such  school  to  consist  of  a school- 
master, and  under  master  or  usher ; and  that  there  should  be  six  of  the  more 
discreet  and  hone.st  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clitheroe  and  parish  of  Whalley, 
for  the  time  being,  who  should  be  and  should  be  called  the  governors  of  the 
possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  said  school ; and  Richard  Greenaker, 
Alexander  Haughton,  Giles  Parker,  Edward  Ratcliff,  Thomas  Greenaker,  and 
James  xispinall,  were  appointed  to  be  the  first  governors  during  their  lives: 
And  it  was  ordained  that  they  should  be  a corporation,  and  should  be  capable 
of  taking  lands  ; and  that  when  one  of  the  governors  for  the  lime  being  should 

die, 
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die,  or  should  depart  to  reside  out  of  the  said  town  and  parish,  the  rest  of  the 
cTovernors  should  choose  a fit  person  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  and 
parish,  to  succeed  the  person  so  dying  or  departing : And  their  Majesties  thereby 
o-ranted  to  the  said  governors  the  rectory  and  church  of  Almondbury,  in  the 
county  of  York,  and  the  advowson  of  the  vicarage  thereof,  lately  belonging  to 
the  college  of  Jesus  of  Rotheram,  and  the  tithe  barn,  and  all  the  houses,  build- 
inc^s,  lands,  tithes.  See.  belonging  to  the  said  rectory ; and  all  the  houses, 
burgages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  of 
Henry  Hardwick,  and  eight  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  situate  in  Adding- 
ham,  Thornton,  Broughton,  Eastby,  Skipton,  and  Hellifield,  in  the  said  county 
of  York,  lately  belonging  to  the  chantry  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Skipton,  and  all  other 
lands  in  the  said  places  lately  belonging  to  the  said  chantry,  except  the  tithes, 
parcel  of  the  said  rectory,  arising  within  the  townships  and  fields  of  Woodsom 
and  Fernley,  in  the  said  parish  of  Aldmanbury,  which  said  rectory,  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  were  extended  to  the  clear  annual  value  of  20/.  1^.  Sd.: 
And  they  further  granted  to  the  said  governors  and  their  successors,  and  the 
major  part  of  them,  the  power  of  nominating  and  appointing  the  schoolmaster 
and  usher  of  the  said  school  as  often  as  vacancies  should  occur  ; and  that  the 
said  governors,  with  the  advice  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  for  the  time  being, 
might,  from  time  to  time,  make  fit  and  wholesome  statutes  and  ordinances  in 
writing,  concerning  and  touching  the  government  and  direction  of  the  master 
and  usher,  and  the  scholars  of  the  said  school,  and  the  stipends  and  salaries  of  the 
said  master,  and  other  things  concerning  the  said  school,  and  the  government 
and  disposition  of  the  rents  and  revenues  appointed  and  to  be  appointed  for  the 
support  of  the  said  school,  which  statutes  and  ordinances  so  to  be  made  should 
be  inviolably  observed  from  time  to  time  *,  and  they  also  granted,  that  the  said 
governors  should  have  pow’er  to  take  lands,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of 
10/.  beyond  the  rectory  and  premises  thereinbefore  granted  ; and  that  all  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  thereby  granted,  or  in  future  to  be  granted,  for  the 
support  of  the  said  school,  from  time  to  time,  should  be  employed  to  the  support 
of  the  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  and  not 
otherwise. 

The  statutes  of  this  school  bear  date  2d  May  1622,  and  purport  to  be  made 
with  the  advice  of  John  Bridgman  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  by  the  governors  of 
that  school,  and  upon  a decree  of  the  Lord  Keeper  to  that  purpose. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  statutes : — 

1.  — That  when  the  place  of  a governor  should  become  void  by  death,  depar- 
ture from  the  place,  or  other  means,  the  rest  of  the  governors  should  within 
nine  weeks  choose  a new  governor,  being  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Clitheroe  and  parish  of  Whalley,  the  electors  taking  an  oath  specified  in  the 
statutes  to  choose  a person  fit  for  the  place,  and  who  would  do  good  to  the 
school  according  to  the  foundation  and  statutes,  and  that  any  election,  without 
the  electors  having  taken  such  oath,  should  be  void  ; and  that  if  no  governor 
should  be  chosen  into  the  void  place  within  the  nine  weeks,  the  choice  of  such 
governor  should  devolve  upon  the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being,  who 
should  protest  in  nerbo  episcopi,  that  he  would  choose  a fit  person  who  would 
observe  the  statutes. 

2.  — That  every  new  governor  should  take  an  oath,  therein  set  forth,  to  obey  the 
statutes  then  made,  and  which  should  thereafter  be  made,  with  the  joint  consent 
of  the  Bishop  of  Chester  and  the  governors,  and  to  do  his  best  for  the  advantage 
of  the  school ; and  that  if  the  governor  should  not  within  eight  days  after  his 
election  take  this  oath,  the  election  should  be  void. 

3.  — That  when  the  place  of  schoolmaster  or  usher  should  become  void,  either 
by  death  or  any  other  means,  found,  adjudged  and  sentenced  to  be  lawful  by 
the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being,  notice  should  be  given  thereof  in  the 
churches  of  Clitheroe  and  Whalley,  in  the  time  of  morning  service  on  Sunday  ; 
and  that  the  governors  should,  before  the  12th  day  after  such  Sunday,  consult 
upon  the  choice  of  a new  master  or  usher,  and  within  nine  weeks  make  choice 
of  a schoolmaster  or  usher,  and  present  him  to  the  bishop  under  the  seal  of  their 
corporation,  that  the  bishop  might  try  his  sufficiency  before  admittance ; and 
that  an  oath  therein  specified  should  be  taken  by  the  governor  before  such  elec- 
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Clitheroe.  ti6n,  without  which  the  election  should  be  void,  and  should  devolve  to  the 
^ "7 — Bishop  of  Chester. 

Free  Grammar  ^ 

School, 

continued.  4. — That  because  improvement  of  the  school  revenues  and  the  increase  of 

' the  rents,  were  the  chief  means  to  advance  the  school  and  encourage  the  school- 

• master  in  his  duty,  no  lease  should  be  made  of  any  part  of  the  school  posses- 
sions but  for  ten  years  only  in  being,  and  not  in  reversion ; and  that  the  rents 
upon  every  lease  should  be  improved  to  the  sum  of  two-thirds  of  the  full  value 
of  the  land,  and  that  the  other  third  part  (or  fine,  if  any  should  be  made),  as 
also  the  overplus  of  whatever  should  arise  above  the  stipend  that  should  be 
allowed  to  the  master  or  usher,  should  be  employed  on  the  repair  of  the  school, 
or  for  sending  and  maintaining  such  poor  scholars  at  the  University  as  should  be 
made  fit  by  that  school  to  go  thither. 

5.  — That  every  year,  on  Midsummer  day,  a sermon  should  be  procured  in 
the  churcli  of  Clitheroe,  where  the  master,  usher,  and  scholars  should  be  present 
before  the  governors,  and  there  should  be  a commemoration  of  the  foundation 
of  the  school,  for  which  sermon  the  preacher  should  be  paid  10^.  and  after 
service  and  the  sermon  the  statutes  should  be  openly  read;  and  that  30 and 
no  more  should  be  allowed  for  a dinner  on  that  day  for  the  governors,  school- 
master, usher  and  preacher,  out  of  the  school  revenues  ; and  that  a receiver 
should  then  be  chosen  of  the  rents  for  the  year  following,  who  should  enter  into 
a bond  with  the  governors  to  pay  the  stipend  of  the  master  and  usher,  and 
account  for  the  same,  and  pay  the  residue  of  his  receipts  into  the  hands  of  the 
governors  ; and  that  no  lease  should  be  made  of  any  part  of  the  school  posses- 
sions but  in  the  school  and  on  that  day,  and  under  the  subscription  of  four  of 
the  governors,  who  should  make  a protestation  therein  mentioned. 

6.  — That  no  suit  should  be  commenced  before  the  governors  should  have 
under  their  hand  acquainted  the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being  therewith, 
and  delivered  the  cause  to  him,  and  taken  his  advice  therein,  that  he  might 
compose  it  if  he  could  ; and  that  if  any  of  the  governors  should  sue  any  other 
or  all  the  rest  of  his  fellows,  or  the  schoolmaster  or  usher,  without  the  consent 
of  the  bishop,  there  should  be  no  allowance  made  to  him  for  his  expense  ; but 
that  if  all,  or  most  of  the  six  governors,  with  the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  to 
whose  proper  use  the  possessions  were  given,  should  jointly  consent  to  any  suit 
against  any  other  person  besides  the  master  and  governors,  and  should  first  take 
the  advice  of  the  bishop,  the  charge  of  every  such  suit  should  be  borne  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  school,  so  long  as  it  should  appear  to  the  said  bishop,  their  visitor, 
that  the  same  was  for  the  good  of  the  school. 

These  statutes  conclude  as  follows  : — 

“ We,  the  governors  of  the  free  grammar  school,  founded  by  Queen  Mary  and 
King  Philip  in  Clitheroe,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  right  reverend  father  in  God  John  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  and  upon 
a decree  under  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of  England  for  that  purpose,  do 
jointly  agree,  appoint,  make  and  ordain  these  to  be  statutes  and  laws  of  the 
said  school,  and  to  be  kept  inviolably  by  us  and  all  others  that  now  have  or 
hereafter  shall  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  said  school  or  the  revenues  thereof; 
and  if  any  controv^ersy  or  doubt  arise  about  the  words  or  things  contained  in 
these  statutes,  or  any  other  statute  hereafter  to  be  made  for  this  school,  we 
consent  and  agree  to  submit  ourselves  unto  the  interpretation  and  final  conclu- 
sion, from  time  to  time,  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being.” 

The  present  governors  of  the  school  are  Thomas  Clayton,  William  Assheton, 
Josias  Robinson,  John  Aspinall,  Thomas  Parker,  and  Charles  Whittaker, 
esquires,  who  were  appointed  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  statutes,  and  are 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Whalley. 

The  following  is  a rental  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  school : — 
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FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL— 


QUANTITY 

OCCUPIERS. 

TENEMENTS. 

IN  STATUTE 
MEASURE. 

RENT. 

TENANCY. 

Township  of  Clitheroe. 

A. 

R.  P. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Abbott  - 

A messuage  called  Well  Hall, 
with  outbuildings,  orchard,  gar- 
den, and  two  closes  called  the 
Two  Meadow  Crofts,  containing 
together. 

2 

2 39 

40 

Yearly  tenant. 

Same  . - - - 

A close  called  Mercer  Ings  - 

5 

2 15 

10 

10 

- 

d® 

Same  - - - - 

Three  closes  called  the  Back 
Commons,  the  Croft,  and  the 
School  Croft. 

1 

2 20 

4 

d° 

Roger  Harris 

A close  called  Nearer  Goose- 
butts. 

2 

2 20  1 

j 

7 

7 

d» 

And  a close  called  Farther 
Goosebutts. 

2 

- 24  J 

John  Whitaker 

Two  closes  called  Craven  Crow 
and  Headings,  with  a small 
allotment  of  Common  land  laid 
to  the  Headings. 

7 

2 7 

16 

d“ 

Parish  of  Thornton. 

Thomas  Bell 

A farm  house  and  outbuild- 
ings, and  several  closes. 

36 

- 33 

40 

- 

d“ 

The  tithes  of  the  same  farm  - 

- 

- 

5 

5 

- ( 

Parish  of  Skipton. 

George  Dale 

Two  cottages,  garden,  and 
croft,  one  cottage  in  the  Market 
Place,  and  two  fields  called 
Lambert  Hill  and  East  Field. 

2 

1 2 

10 

.. 

d” 

John  Preston 

A field  called  Curriers  Croft  - 

1 

3 2 

12 

- 

- 

d» 

Shackleton  - 

Two  fields  called  Nearer  and 
Further  Flatts. 

4 

1 12 

26 

- 

- 

d“ 

Chr.  Netherwood  - 

A messuage  and  garden 

- 

- 34 

30 

- 

- 

d» 

John  Robinson 
Mrs.  Wikeley 

A messuage  and  garden 
A messuage  and  yard  - 

1 

/ - 

■ 

24 

23 

— 

- 

d“ 

d’ 

Trustees  of  the  Otley  and 
Skipton  Road. 

/ 

An  annual  payment  as  the 
interest  of  58  1.  the  value  of 
land  taken  to  improve  the 
road. 

2 

12 

8 

Township  of  Eastby,  in  the 
Parish  of  Skipton. 

Francis  Duckett  - 

A farm-house  and  outbuild- 
ings, and  several  closes. 

27 

CO 

32 

V 

d’ 

Township  of  Hellifield,  in  the 
Parish  of  Long  Preston. 

Sundry  small  chief-rents, 
amountino;  altogether,  to. 

- 

- 

12 

15 

- 

(continued.) 
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FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL — continued. 


OCCUPIERS. 

TENEMENTS. 

QUANTITY 
IN  STATUTE 
MEASURE. 

RENT. 

TENANCY. 

Tovmship  of  Honley,  in  the 
Parish  of  Ahnondbury . 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  s.  d. 

Joseph  Eastwood  - 

A messuage,  barn,  and  out- 
buildings, fulling  mill,  reservoir, 
and  several  closes. 

8 2 38 

13  12  - 

Yearly  tenant. 

Hamor  Hanson 

A messuage,  barn,  stable, 
and  outbuildings,  and  several 
closes. 

4 3 30 

20  - - 

d" 

Benjamin  Dunkerley 

A small  plot  of  land,  called  the 
Paddock. 

- - 16 

- 3 - 

d° 

George  Beaumont  - 

A building  used  as  a fulling- 
mill,  with  all  conveniencies  of 
water  belonging  thereto. 

25  - - 

Agreement  for  a 
term  of  1 0 years  from 
Midsummer  1 825,  the 
tenant  undertakingto 
put  the  premises  into 
repair,  which  were  in 
a bad  state,  the  go- 
vernors allow  ing  him 
1 0 1.  towards  such  re- 
pairs. 

Same  - - - - 

For  the  privilege  of  a road  to 
Lord’s  Mill. 

- - - 

2 2 - 

Yearly  tenant. 

David  Taylor 

A stone  quarry  - - - 

- 

10  - - 

d“ 

Messrs.  Kay  & Shaw 

A stone  quarry  - - . 

- 

2 2 - 

d“ 

The  Assignees  of  William 
Pontey. 

In  hand  - - - 

In  hand  _ - - 

In  hand  - 

A parcel  of  land,  late  parcel 
of  Honley  Common,  planted. 

Another  parcel  of  the  same 
Common,  planted. 

Another  parcel  of  the  same 
Common,  planted. 

Thurston’s  Wood  and  Allot- 
ment, planted. 

Parish  of  Almondbury. 

60  - - 

8 - - 
7 1 ^3 
18  2 20 

21  - - 

Agreement  for  a 
lease  for  2 1 years 
from  1820,  but  no 
lease  executed. 

The  rectorial  tithes  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Almondbury. 

£. 

63  - - 
452  8 8 

Clitheroe.  All  the  above  premises,  except  those  in  Clitheroe,  are  in  the  county  of  York. 

The  governors  are  not  in  possession  of  any  property  in  the  parishes  of 

Addingham  or  Broughton,  mentioned  in  the  letters  patent ; and  we  find  no 
continued.  trace  of  their  having  possessed  any  in  those  places. 

\ ^ ^ In  1747  the  governors  purchased  of  John  Parker,  a messuage,  barn,  out- 

buildings and  garden,  and  a close,  containing  1 acre,  called  Kirkmoor  Ing, 

, situate  in  Clitheroe.  In  1812,  the  governors,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
for  the  purchase  of  the  house  at  Clitheroe,  called  Well  Hall,  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  sold  the  property  which  had  been  thus  purchased  in  174<7j  vvith  the 
exception  of  Kirkmoor  Ing,  to  Lord  Curzon,  for  4-50/.  There  is  no  close  in 
the  possession  of  the  governors  now  known  by  the  name  of  Kirkmoor  Ing ; but 
Mr.  'Jdiomas  Carr,  the  present  receiver  of  the  rents,  supposes  it  to  be  included 
in  some  of  the  closes  in  Clitheroe,  specified  in  the  rental. 
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iln  1812,  the  house  called  Well  Hall,  and  the  two  closes  called  the  Meadow 
Crofts,  were  purchased  by  the  governors  for  728/,  with  the  intention  of  pro- 
viding a residence  for  the  head  master;  and  in  1815  the  house  was  in  part 
li  pulled  down,  and  new  erections  made,  the  further  expense  of  which,  including 
I improvements  and  alterations,  to  the  year  1824,  has  amounted  to  more  than 
1,400/.  To  provide  for  this  expenditure,  the  governors,  in  addition  to  the 
I above-mentioned  sale  of  premises  at  Clitheroe  for  450/.  sold  in  1816,  1,100/. 

I three  per  cent  consolidated  annuities,  belonging  to  the  charity,  which  had  been 
I purchased  from  time  to  time  with  accumulations  of  income,  the  clear  produce 
! of  which  sale  was  676/.  IO5.  They  also,  in  1815,  borrowed  a sum  of  500/. 
from  Mr.  Henry  Tomlinson  ; and  Mr.  Robinson,  one  of  the  governors,  in  the 
same  year,  advanced  a sum  of  200/.  These  sums  are  still  due,  and  interest  is 
|!  paid  for  the  former  at  4|  per  cent,  and  for  the  latter  at  5 per  cent. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Heath,  the  present  head  master,  resided  in  the  new  house 
till  I8I9,  paying  to  the  governors  for  the  house  and  the  meadow  crofts  a rent 
of  50/.  a year;  he  then  declined  continuing  in  the  house  at  that  rent,  and 
quitted  it.  The  Rev.  Philip  Abbott,  the  usher,  has  since  resided  in  the  house, 

I and  occupied  the  meadow  crofts,  at  a rent  of  40/.  a year.  The  governors  keep 
|i  the  house  in  repair. 

I The  parcel  of  land,  late  part  of  Honley  Common,  now  held  by  the  assignees 
of  William  Pontey,  was  allotted  to  the  governors  upon  an  inclosure  of  that 
common,  and  a lease  of  it  was  thereupon  granted  to  William  Pontey,  for 
planting,  at  10/.  IO5.  a year,  for  a term  of  21  years,  which  expired  in  1820. 
The  lessee  became  insolvent  about  1819  ; and  it  was  agreed  by  the  governors 
to  grant  a lease  to  his  assignees  for  21  years,  at  21  /.  per  annum.  This  land  is 
planted,  and  a certain  portion  of  the  trees  are  to  be  left  at  the  end  of  the 
present  term. 

The  other  parcels  of  land,  described  in  the  rental  as  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  governors,  were  planted  under  their  directions,  and  at  present  produce 
no  profit. 

The  property  has  been  usually  let  by  private  contract.  We  are  not  enabled 
to  state  with  accuracy  the  present  annual  value  of  the  premises  ; but  they  are 
stated  to  be  upon  the  whole  fairly  let.  The  tenants  repair  the  buildings  on 
their  respective  lands. 

The  school  property  in  Skipton  adjoins  to  that  town,  and  is  advantageously 
situated  for  building.  A valuation  of  this  property  has  been  lately  made  by 
two  surveyors,  under  the  governors  direction,  who  estimated  it  as  building 
' ground  to  be  worth  6,728/.  ; and  it  has  been  agreed  between  the  governors 
and  Messrs.  William  Netherwood,  and  Christopher  Netherwood,  the  younger, 
of  Skipton,  to  exchange  the  property  there  at  this  valuation,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  of  the  1 and  2 Geo.  4,  c.  92,  for  the  exchange  of  charity  lands, 
whenever  a suitable  estate  of  that  value  can  be  found  to  be  taken  in  exchange 
by  them.  It  is  expected  that  this  exchange  will  be  very  advantageous  to  the 
charity. 

It  has  been  usual  to  let  the  tithes  of  Almondbury  to  two  or  three  persons. 
In  1808,  they  were  let  for  10  years  at  80/.  a year.  In  1820,  the  rent  was 
reduced  to  70/.  and  in  1824  to  63/. 

The  vicarage  of  Almondbury  is  in  the  gift  of  the  governors.  On  its 
becoming  vacant  in  1823,  by  the  resignation  of  the  then  vicar,  a representation 
was  made  by  a considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  parish  in  favour 
of  the  Rev.  Lewis  Jones,  the  then  curate,  and  he  was  presented  to  the  vicarage 
by  the  governors. 

The  school,  which  is  situate  in  the  church-yard  of  Clitheroe,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  built  about  forty  years  ago,  consists  of  two  school  rooms,  one  over 
the  other,  with  a small  room  attached  to  each  for  a writing  school. 

The  ordinary  annual  expenditure  consists  of — 

1. — The  salaries  of  the  master  and  usher;  the  former  of  which  is  200/.  and 
the  latter  100/.  per  annum. 

The  salary  of  the  master  appears,  from  the  accounts,  to  have  been  usually 
double  that  of  the  usher.  In  1813  these  salaries  were  raised  ; the  master’s  from 
150/.  and  the  usher’s  from  75/.  to  their  present  respective  amounts. 

2. — The  interest  of  the  tw'o  above-mentioned  sums  of  500/.  and  200/.  due  to 
Mr.  Tomlinson  and  Mr.  Robinson. 

As  there  does  not  appear  to  be  at  present  any  call  upon  the  funds  of  the 
Rep.  15.  L 2 charity 
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charity  beyond  the  usual  annual  expenses,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  gradual 
repayment  of  these  sums  out  of  the  surplus  income,  should  be  immediately 
commenced. 

3.  — The  repairs  of  the  school  and  schoolmaster’s  house. 

4.  — The  repairs  of  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Almondbury.  In  1823, 
a sum  of  46  /.  was  paid  for  the  repairs  of  this  chancel. 

5.  — An  annual  sum  of  IO5.  paid  for  a sermon  preached  at  the  meeting  of  the 
governors  on  Midsummer-day.  and  305.  allowed  by  the  statutes  towards  the 
dinner  on  that  day,  the  residue  of  the  expense  of  which  is  paid  by  the  governors 
themselves. 

6.  — A salary  of  51.  5s.  per  annum,  paid  to  Mr.  Thomas  Carr,  the  receiver 
appointed  by  the  governors. 

Occasional  bills  are  also  paid  to  Messrs.  Carr  and  Robinson,  as  solicitors,  for 
business  done  on  account  of  the  trust,  and  there  are  other  small  items  in  the 
accounts,  for  ringing  the  school  bell  and  cleaning  the  school,  collecting  rents, 
stamps,  and  postage,  church  and  poor’s  rates,  &c. 

In  1823,  the  sum  of  lO.'i/.  was  paid,  in  respect  of  the  lands  of  the  charity  in 
Thornton,  being  the  proportion  of  an  assessment  made  upon  these  and  other 
lands  in  that  parish,  on  an  inclosure  taking  place  there  for  the  purchase  of  the 
tithes  of  those  lands,  and  the  expenses  of  the  inclosure.  Since  the  purchase  of 
these  tithes,  the  tenant  has  paid  an  additional  yearly  rent  of  51.  5s. 

The  master  and  usher,  upon  their  being  chosen  by  the  governors,  are  pre- 
sented to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  for  his  approval,  and  if  approved,  are 
licensed  by  him. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Heath  was  appointed  head  master  in  1814,  and  the  Rev. 
Philip  Abbott  was  appointed  usher  in  1812,  upon  the  deaths  of  their  respective 
predecessors. 

The  school  is  considered  free  to  all  boys,  without  limitation,  as  to  their  place 
of  residence. 

In  addition  to  the  day  scholars,  there  were  formerly  boarders  in  the  houses 
of  the  head  master  and  usher,  and  in  those  of  other  persons  in  the  town  of 
Clitheroe  ; the  boys  more  advanced  being  instructed  in  the  upper  school  by 
the  head  master,  and  the  younger  ones  in  the  lower  school  by  the  usher. 
After  the  appointment  of  the  present  head  master,  both  he  and  the  usher  had 
boarders  j but  at  the  time  of  our  investigation  (July  1823),  the  school  consisted 
of  about  20  day  scholars,  all  of  whom  were  under  the  tuition  of  the  usher,  and 
one  boarder  in  the  head  master’s  house. 

In  I8I6  a complaint  was  made  to  the  governors,  that  Mr.  Heath  did  not 
permit  boys  boarding  elsewhere  than  in  his  own  house,  to  advance  in  the  upper 
school  equally  with  his  own  boarders.  The  subject  appears  to  have  been  fully 
investigated  by  four  of  the  governors ; and  upon  their  report,  at  the  general 
meeting,  on  Midsummer  day,  in  that  year,  a letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Heath 
by.  all  the  six  governors,  stating,  that  it  appeared  that  partiality  on  his  part 
towards  some  of  the  scholars,  being  his  own  boarders,  with  disadvantage 
to  other  scholars  who  boarded  elsewhere,  had  become  a just  cause  of  com- 
plaint ; and  they  therefore  admonished  him  to  avoid  a repetition  of  such  partial 
conduct,  being  desirous,  without  resorting  to  other  proceedings,  to  maintain 
the  public  benefits  of  the  establishment. 

This  occurrence  was  suggested  to  us,  as  the  probable  cause  of  the  decline  of 
this  school,  as  a boarding  school;  but  it  is  contended  by  Mr.  Heath,  that  this 
decline  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumstances  which  took  place  in  1816, 
but  to  the  infirm  state  of  his  own  health.  To  whichever  of  these  causes  the 
reduced  state  of  the  school  is  properly  to  be  ascribed,  it  is  at  all  events  much 
to  .be  lamented,  that  the  endeavours  of  the  governors  to  increase  the  respec- 
tability of  the  school,  by  providing,  at  a very  considerable  expense,  to  the 
funds  of  the  charity,  a suitable  residence  for  the  head  master,  calculated  to 
receive  boarders,  has  not  produced  those  advantages  which  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected. 

The  scholars  are  instructed  in  the  classics,  and  in  reading  and  writing.  An 
annual  remuneration,  under  the  name  of  a cock-penny,  is  usually  made  by  the 
parents  of  the  boys  ; but  this  payment  is  stated  to  be  altogether  voluntary. 

The  governors  meet  annually  on  Midsummer-day,  at  the  school,  when  the 
accounts  are  audited,  and  the  other  business  of  the  charity  transacted  ; and 
other  meetings  are  held  in  the  course  of  the  year,  if  considered  necessary. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  accounts  audited  at  Midsummer  1825,  there  was  a balance  due  to 
the  receiver,  of  94/.  ; but  there  were  arrears  of  rent  then  due,  to  the  Can- 

dlemas preceding,  to  the  amount  of  283/.  18 5.  Id.  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
had  been  received  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry. 

Although  the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being  is  mentioned  in  the 
statutes  of  1622,  as  the  visitor  of  this  school,  and  has  occasionally  visited  it, 

I yet  as  no  special  visitors  appear  to  have  been  appointed  by  the  royal  founders, 
we  have  considered  the  charity  as  coming  within  the  scope  of  our 
investigation. 

CHAPELllY  OF  COLNE. 

School. 

Blakey’s  Gift. — Thomas  Blahey^  by  his  will,  bearing  date  l6tb  February 
i 1687,  bequeathed  the  use,  increase  and  interest  of  40/.  for  the  benefit,  main- 
I tenance  and  education  of  four  poor  children,  to  be  taught  at  the  grammar 
j school  in  Colne  ; and  he  directed,  that  Henry  Malhain  and  William  Hartley 
should  be  the  trustees  of  the  said  40/.,  and  that  they  should  hold  the  said  sum  to 
' the  use  of  four  poor  scholars,  which  his  trustees  should  think  most  fit,  to  be 
I taught  at  the  grammar  school  at  Colne,  paying  the  interest  of  40/.  to  those 
I poor  scholars. 

An  endorsement  on  a copy  produced  to  us  of  Thomas  Biakey’s  will,  states, 
that  with  this  donation  two  closes  were  bought  at  Earby  ; and  it  appears,  that 
! by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  28th  and  29th  June  1726, 
Richard  Cowgill,  in  consideration  of  37/.  105.  conveyed  to  Robert  Midgley, 
William  Sagar,  Richard  Townley,  James  Knowles,  and  Richard  Laycock,  then 
I churchwardens  of  Colne,  and  their  successors,  two  closes  called  Rake  Bank  and 
I;  Rake  Bank  Ing,  at  Earby,  in  tbe  parish  of  Thornton,  in  the  county  of  York,  con- 
taining, by  estimation,  three  and  a half  acres,  in  trust,  for  the  schoolmaster  of 
the  grammar  school  of  Colne. 

These  closes  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  a fair  rent  of  6/.  per  annum.  They  w^ere  let  to  him  by  tbe  schoolmaster, 

I and  the  rent  is  received  by  him. 

Milner’s  Gift. — John  Milner,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  8th  October  1713, 
gave  to  William  Shaw  Lowcock,  and  their  heirs,  all  his  real  estate,  subject  to 
a life  interest  to  his  wife,  as  feoffees  in  trust,  amongst  other  charges,  for  the 
payment  of  three  pounds  per  annum  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Colne ; and  he 
I gave  the  overplus  of  his  estate,  if  it  should  extend  to  pay  more  than  the  charges 
I thereon,  to  his  said  trustees. 

The  annual  sum  of  3/.  is  now  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  Mr.  Henry  Sagar, 
in  respect  of  an  estate  called  Daubers,  in  the  township  of  Foulridge,  in  this 
1 chapelry,  on  which  it  is  understood  to  have  been  charged  by  John  Milner’s 
will. 

John  Smith’s  Gift. — It  is  stated  in  a table  of  benefactions,  in  the  chapel  of 
Colne,  dated  in  1733,  that  Mr.  John  Smith,  of  Barrowford,  gave  to  the  school 
1 /.  per  annum. 

A sum  of  20/.,  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  tliis  donation,  is  now  secured, 
together  with  Mrs.  Shaw’s  gift,  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  the  tolls  of  the 
turnpike  road  leading  from  Addingham  to  Blackburn,  with  interest  at  five 
: per  cent. 

Mrs.  Shaw’s  Gift. — We  are  informed,  that  Mrs.  Sha'a\  of  Preston,  be- 
. queathed  to  Thomas  Clayton  and  Thomas  Parker,  esquires,  100/.  to  be  applied 
to  some  charitable  purpose,  which  they  appropriated  to  the  support  of  this 
' school ; and  that  it  was  invested,  together  with  the  above-mentioned  20  /.  pre- 
, viously  given  by  John  Smith,  on  a security  of  the  tolls  of  the  turnpike  road 
leading  from  Addingham  to  Blackburn,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  this  donation,  or  any  farther  parti- 
culars relating  to  it.  The  interest  being  6 /.  per  annum,  is  received  from  the 
treasurer  of  that  road  by  the  schoolmaster,  making  up  the  income  derived  by 
him  from  the  charities,  15/.  per  annum. 

In  1812,  a school  was  erected  near  the  church  of  Colne,  by  subscription, 

I upon  the  site  of  an  old  school.  Previously  to  that  time,  the  schoolmaster  had 
I been  appointed  by  the  minister  and  chapelwardens  for  the  time  being  ; but  two 
I appointments  which  have  since  taken  place,  have  been  made  by  a committee  of 
[ the  subscribers  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  school, 
j Rep.  15.  L 3 
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In  respect  of  Blakey’s  gift,  the  schoolmaster  instructs  four  children,  free  of 
expense,  appointed  by  Mr.  Richard  Hartley,  of  Bradley,  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  trustees  named  in  that  donor’s  will ; and  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Shaw’s  gift 
V he  instructs  two  children,  free  of  expense,  appointed  by  Mr.  Clayton  and^ 
Mr.  Parker,  as  the  trustees  thereof. 

The  master  has  under  his  care  about  100  children,  in  addition  to  the  six  free 
children,  all  of  whom  he  instructs  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  the 
boys  in  the  classics,  if  their  parents  desire  it. 

Emmott’s  School,  at  Laneshaw  Bridge. 

Emmott’s  School,  In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  chapelry  of  Rawden,  in  the  parish  of 
at  Laneshaw  Bridge.  Guiseley,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  present  Report, 
will  be  found  an  abstract  of  an  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  bearing  date  22d 
May  174<6»  whereby  Thomas  Strother,  in  consideration  of  350/.  paid  by  John 
Emmott,  of  Emmott,  in  the  chapelry  of  Colne,  esquire,  out  of  his  own  money, 
and  of'  200/.  paid  by  Banister  Walton  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Rawden  (the 
latter  sum  having  been  raised  out  of  the  income  of  a charity  for  apprenticing 
poor  children  of  Rawden),  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Emmott,  Banister  Walton, 
and  eleven  others,  and  their  heirs,  an  estate,  situate  at  Idle,  in  the  parish  of 
Calverley,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  trust,  to  pay  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  to 
a schoolmaster  at  Rawden,  to  be  appointed  as  therein-mentioned;  and  after 
payment  of  that  sum,  and  of  all  taxes,  repairs  and  expenses,  about  the  said 
estate  and  trust,  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  rents  of  the  premises  to  a school- 
master or  schooldame,  at  a school,  then  lately  built  by  the  said  John  Emmott,  at 
Laneshaw  Bridge,  near  Emmott,  in  Colne,  to  be  appointed  by  the  owner  for  the 
time  being  of  the  mansion  house  at  Emmott,  which  schoolmaster  should  teach 
gratis  at  that  school,  such  of  the  children  of  the  said  John  Emmott,  his  heirs, 
or  assigns,  and  of  his  and  their  tenants,  as  the  said  owner  for  the  time  being 
should  appoint  ; and  that  the  said  owner  should  be  empowered  to  displace  the 
» master  or  dame,  and  appoint  another,  to  whom  the  residue  of  the  said  rents 

should  be  paid  ; but  in  case  the  owner  should  neglect  to  make  such  appoint- 
ment for  three  months  after  a vacancy,  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being 
should  make  the  appointment ; and  it  was  directed,  that  when  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  premises  to  13  new 
trustees,  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  principal  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
Rawden,  and  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rawden,  and  the  owner  of  the 
mansion  of  Emmott,  on  the  same  trusts. 

From  the  part  of  this  Report  above  referred  to,  and  an  account  inserted  in 
the  Appendix,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  trust  estate  consists  of  a house  and  other 
buildings,  and  12  a.  2r.  2p.  which  previously  to  1817  were  let  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  2G/.,  10/.  whereof  was  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school  at  Rawden,  and  the 
residue  to  the  schoolmaster  at  Laneshaw  Bridge;  that  in  1817  the  estate  was 
let  for  1 1 years,  at  48  /.  a year ; but  that  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  at 
Laneshaw  Bridge  has  been  continued  at  16  /.  a year  to  the  present  time;  that 
since  1815,  when  a new  appointment  of  trustees  was  made,  a considerable  sum  has 
been  received  by  the  trustees,  for  stone  dug  out  of  the  charity  land,  and  that 
a large  expenditure  has  taken  place,  including  not  only  the  charges  for  a new 
trust  deed,  and  lor  the  repairs  of  the  buildings  on  the  trust  estate,  and  of  the 
school  premises,  at  Laneshaw  Bridge,  but  also  a sum  of  271/.  or  thereabouts, 
laid  out  in  repairing  the  school-house  at  Rawden. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  last-mentioned  item  of  expenditure  is  not 
objectionable,  as  we  conceive,  that  the  school  at  Rawden  is  entitled  under  the 
foundation  deed,  to  no  more  than  10/.  per  annum. 

A sum  of  50/.,  part  of  100/.  borrowed  by  the  trustees,  to  enable  them  to 
proceed  with  the  above-mentioned  repairs,  still  remains  due.  When  that  is- 
repaid,  we  apprehend  that  the  clear  surplus  of  the  rents  and  profits  beyond  the 
charges  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1746,  ought  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of 
the  master  of  this  school. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  Richard  Emmott,  esquire, 
deceased,  the  late  owner  of  the  mansion-house  at  Emmott,  which  is  now  the 

property  of Perkins,  esquire,  who  married  the  niece  of  tlie  late  Mr. 

Emmott. 

The  master  resides  in  the  school-house,  which  is  situate  in  a lane  between  the 

mansion 
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mansion  house  of  Emmott  and  Laneshaw  Bridge,  and  instructs  about  20  free 
scholars,  the  children  of  the  tenants  of  the  Emmott  estate. 

More  than  100/,  appears  to  have  been  applied  by  the  trustees  in  1818,  in  the 
repairs  of  the  buildings  of  this  school. 

Hartley’s  Charity,  or  Spead  Dole. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancaster,  dated  7th  February  I67I,  in  a cause  between  Christopher  True- 
man and  two  other  parishioners  of  Colne,  on  the  part  of  the  poor  of  that  parish, 
plaintiffs  ; and  Henry  Shaw,  Elizabeth  Atkinson  alias  Spead,  and  John  Atkinson 
alias  Spead,  defendants  ; that  Alice  Hartley^  about  the  42d  year  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  consideration  of  60/.,  bought  of  James  Paley  a messuage, 
barn  and  other  buildings,  and  two  acres  of  copyhold  land,  parcel  of  the  manor  of 
I Colne,  called  Henfielcl,  and  dying  before  the  conveyance  was  executed,  devised 
j that  Henry  Shaw  and  Barnard  Parker  should,  out  of  her  personalty,  pay  the 
1 said  60/.,  and  employ  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage,  &c.  to  the 
I use  of  the  poor,  born  and  dwelling  in  the  parish  of  Colne ; that  this  purchase 
money  was  accordingly  paid,  and  that  one  moiety  of  the  premises  was  surren- 
! dered  to  the  said  Henry  Shaw,  and  his  heirs,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  said 
Barnard  Parker,  and  his  heirs ; that  by  a decree  of  the  same  court,  in  l6th 
James  1st,  for  allotting  the  wastes  of  the  manor  of  Colne,  an  allotment  was  made 
I of  2a.  3r.  20p.  in  respect  of  these  premises,  and  that  the  premises  purchased  of 
i John  Paley,  were  at  the  time  of  such  purchase  leased  for  three  lives,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  40.S.  which  was  stated  by  the  defendants  to  have  been  distributed  to  the 
: poor  of  Colne ; and  that  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  cause  by  the  Chancellor 
; and  counsel  of  the  duchy  court,  assisted  by  Baron  Littleton,  one  of  the  barons  of 
' the  Exchequer,  it  appearing  that  the  premises  were  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
: 4/.,  IO5.  and  that  the  defendants  had  been  at  charges  in  buildings  and  im- 
I provements,  the  court  thought  it  not  fit  to  look  back  so  as  to  call  the  defendants 
to  account  for  the  time  past,  but  to  the  intent  that  the  poor  in  the  said  parish 
; might  be  allowed  a fit  proportion,  yearly,  out  of  the  said  lands,  in  all  times  to 
i come,  according  to  the  mind  of  the  donor;  it  was  decreed,  that  the  said  land, 
bought  of  the  said  James  Paley,  and  the  lands  allotted  thereto,  out  of  the 
I waste,  should  for  the  future  stand  charged  with  the  yearly  payment  of  31.  10.9, 
i to  the  poor  within  the  several  townships  of  the  parish  of  Colne,  according  to 
the  will  of  the  said  Alice  Hartley  ; and  that  the  defendants,  or  such  of  them 
ij  as  then  occupied  the  premises,  their  and  assigns,  in  all  time  to  come,  should 
I for  ever  thereafter  yearly  distribute  or  cause  to  be  distributed,  amongst  the 
, poorest  and  most  needy  inhabitants,  born  and  residing  in  the  several  townships 
in  the  parish  of  Colne,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donor,  the  said  yearly 
I sum  of  3 1.  10  s. : And  it  was  also  decreed,  that  reasonable  notice  should  be  given 
by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  premises,  to  the  churchwardens  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  times  appointed  for  the  distribution,  that  they  might  be  present, 
i and  see  the  same  distributed,  if  they  should  so  think  fit. 

The  effect  of  this  decree  appears  to  have  been  to  settle  upon  the  charity  a 
yearly  sum  of  31.  IO.9.  instead  of  the  premises  purchased  in  42  Elizabeth,  with 
, Alice  Hartley’s  gift  of  60  /.  and  the  lands  allotted  thereto,  on  the  inclosure  of 
I the  wastes  of  Colne. 

This  charity  is  usually  known  by  the  name  of  Spead  Dole.  The  annual  sura 
! of  3/.  10  5.  is  now  paid  by  James  Carr,  esquire,  of  Longroyd,  in  the  township 
' of  Colne,  in  respect  of  certain  copyhold  premises  in  that  township,  formerly 
called  Henfieid,  and  now  called  Brown  Hill,  consisting  of  two  houses,  a barn, 
and  four  closes,  containing  by  estimation,  four  acres,  and  another  house  and 
1 garden  opposite  the  said  barn. 

The  chapelry  of  Colne  comprehends  the  town  of  Colne,  and  the  townships 
of  Colne,  Great  Marsden,  Little  Marsden,  Barrbwford,  Foulridge  and  Trawden, 
i for  each  of  which  districts  one  chapelwarden  is  appointed.  Tins  dole,  and  the 
annual  sums  arising  from  the  other  donations  to  the  poor,  hereinafter  mentioned, 
are  divided  into  nine  parts,  of  which  according  to  an  antient  apportionment,  one 
! ninth  part  is  allotted  to  the  town  of  Colne,  two-ninths  to  the  township  of  Colne,’ 
1|  two-ninths  to  the  township  of  Great  Marsden,  and  one-ninth  to  each  of  the 
I other  four  townships.  The  chapelwardens  hold  three  meetings  in  the  course  of 
i the  year,  and  the  sums  payable  on  account  of  the  charities,  which  become  due 
1 at  various  times  of  the  year,  are  divided  at  the  first  meeting,  after  they  are  res- 
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Colne.  pectively  paid,  in  the  above  mentioned  proportions,  each  chapehvarden  receiving 
■; — 7 . the  share  apjdicable  to  his  district,  which  he  distributes  amongst  the  poor  therec^’ 

^orSp^eacToole^’  owii  discretion.  Mr.  Harry  Bolton,  who  has  held  the  office  of  chapel- 

contimed.  ' warden  of  the  town  of  Colne  for  the  last  four  years,  has  during  that  time, 

' ^ entered  in  a book  the  names  of  the  poor  persons  to  whom  he  has  distributed 

the  charities,  with  the  sum  given  to  each,  which  has  not  exceeded  2^.  6 d. 
Mr.  Bolton  states,  that  he  has  in  great  measure,  although  not  altogether,  con- 
fined his  distribution  to  poor  persons  not  receiving  relief,  ami  that  the 
instructions  given  to  the  other  chapelwardens  are,  that  they  should  dispose  of 
them  in  the  same  manner.  No  return  has  been  hitherto  made  by  the  other 
chapelwardens,  of  the  mode  in  which  they  have  disposed  of  the  respective 
portions  of  the  charities  in  their  townships  ; but  it  is  desirable  that  this  should 
be  done  in  future.  In  consequence  of.  the  poj)ulation  having  increased  more 
in  some  of  the  townships  than  in  others,  we  are  informed,  that  the  antient 
apportionment  of  the  charities  does  not  make  a fair  division  thereof  amongst 
the  poor  of  the  chapelry.  It  seems  proper,  therefore,  that  some  alteration 
should  take  place ; but  it  may  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact  proportion 
which  ought  to  be  allotted  to  each  township. 

Lord’s  Ing  Dole. 

Lord’s  Ing  Dole.  By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  30th  May  1G7L  between  Henry 
Shaw  and  Robert  Shaw,  of  the  first  part ; James  Hartley,  Henry  Walton  and 
John  Hargreaves,  of  the  second  part;  and  Henry  Banister  and  John  Hartley, 
of  the  third  part;  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  made  between  the  said  James 
Hartley,  Henry  Walton  and  John  Hargreaves,  and  the  said  Henry  and  Robert 
Shaw,  for  the  ending  a dispute  then  pending  in  the  Duchy  Court  of  Lancaster, 
touching  the  right  of  a certain  close  claimed  by  the  said  James  Hartley  and 
others,  as  belonging  to  the  poor  inhabiting  in  the  parish  of  Colne,  the  said 
Henry  and  Robert  Shaw  conveyed  to  the  said  Henry  Banister  and  John 
Hartley,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  close  of  land  or  meadow,  commonly  called 
the  Lord’s  Ing,  or  Twenty  Shillings  Ing,  in  Foulridge,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  pay  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  parish,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  be 
distributed  by  them  yearly,  amongst  the  most  indigent  and  needy  poor,  inha- 
biting in  the  said  parish,  as  in  their  judgment  should  seem  most  necessary  and 
convenient. 

Annexed  to  this  deed  is  a paper,  dated  20th  January  1720,  signed  by  John 
Banister,  who  thereby  declared  his  consent,  that  the  minister,  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Colne  should  let  the  said  close,  and  distribute 
the  rent  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  indenture. 

This  close,  which  appears  to  have  contained  1 a.  1 r.  4r.  now  forms  part  of 
a reservoir  belonging  to  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Company  at  Foulridge, 
having  been  taken  for  that  purpose  in  1795,  when  an  agreement  was  made 
between  the  then  minister  and  the  chapelwardens  of  the  several  townships  of  the 
chapelry  of  Colne,  and  John  Clayton,  esquire,  on  behalf  of  the  company,  for  a 
lease  of  the  said  close  for  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5/. 

This  rent  is  paid  by  an  agent  of  the  canal  company,  and  is  distributed 
under  the  name  of  the  Lord’s  Ing  Dole,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  account  of 
Hartley’s  Charity. 

Manknolls’s  Charitv. 

Manknolls’s  It  appears  from  a case,  stated  for  the  opinion  of  counsel,  in  1707,  that 
Chanty.  Laurence  Manknolh,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  11th  February  IG6O,  devised 
certain  copyhold  lands,  which  he  had  surrendered  to  the  use  of  his  will,  to  the* 
use  of  Isabel  Whitaker,  for  life,  paying  101.  yearly,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  chapelry  of  Colne,  for  the  use  of  the  impotent  poor  there,  and  after  his 
wife’s  death,  to  the  use  of  certain  persons  in  tail  male,  with  remainders  over, 
charged  with  the  said  payment  of  10/.  to  the  overseers,  with  a power  to  them 
to  distrain  in  case  of  nonpayment. 

This  annual  sum  of  10/.  i.s  now  paid  by  JMr.  John  Manknolfs,  tlie  owner  and 
occupier  of  an  estate  called  Tow'iihouse,  in  the  township  of  Great  Marsden,  on 
whicli  it  is  understood  to  be  charged.  Its  aj)p!ication  has  been  already  stated 
in  the  above  account  of  Hartley’s  Charitv. 
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Malham’s  Charity,  of  Poor  Field  Dole. 

It  is  stated  in  a table  of  benefactions  in  the  chapel  of  Colne,  dated  in  1733,  Colne, 
that  of  Reediford,  gave  an  annual  sum  ofl/.  13  5.  4- 1/.  to  the  Malharii^harity 

poor  of  Colne.  ^ or  Poor  Field  Dole 

This  annual  sum  of  \ l.  135.  4</.  is  now  received  by  the  chapelwardens  from  ' ... ' 

Mr.  Robert  Rush  ton,  as  the  owner  of  two  copyhold  fields  in  the  township  of 
Great  Marsden,  called  the  Poor  Fields,  containing  between  four  and  five  acres,' 
which  appear  to  have  been  surrendered  in  I7O8,  by  Ambrose  Walton  and 
Ambrose  Barcroft,  as  the  feoffees  in  trust  of  John  Malham,  at  the  request  of 
Elkanah  Hayworth,  and  Alice,  his  wife,  late  widow  of  the  said  John  Malham, 
in  consideration  of  IS/,  to  the  use  of  Jennet  Hartley,  and  her  heirs,  being 
described  as  “ of  the  rent  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  2 5.  6 d.  and  to  the  poor 
of  Colne,  of  33  5.  4 :• 

The  application  of  this  annual  sum  has  been  already  stated.  , . 

Charities  of  Walton  and  Rycroft. 

On  the  table  of  benefactions  in  the  chapel  of  Colne,  it  is  stated,  that  Charities  of  Walton 
Ambrose  Walton  gave  40/.  and  William  Rycroft  501.  which  benefactions  were  Ilycroft. 

then  improved  to  51.  I85.  per  annnm  ; and  it  appears  from  a lease  produced, 
that  in  1727>  Robert  Midgley,  and  three  others,  churchwardens  of  Colne, 
granted  a lease  of  the  premises  comprised  in  the  following  deed,  for  20  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  51.  18  5. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  24tb  June  1724,- between  Joshua 
Crabtree,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Barcroft,  and  six  others,  described  as  the 
then  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Colne,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that 
the  said  churchwardens  had  by  the  privity  and  direction  of  the  heads  of  the 
said  parish,  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  the  premises  thereafter  mentioned, 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  to  whom  the  said  purchase  money 
belonged,  the  said  Joshua  Crabtree,  in  consideration  of  137/.  conveyed  to 
the  said  John  Barcroft,  and  others,  and  their  successors,  a messuage  or  dwelling- 
house,  situate  at  Dow.shay-Clough,  in  the  parish  of  Carleton,  in  the  county  of 
York,  with  a barn,  stable,  turf-house  and  garden,  and  seven  closes,  known  by 
the  several  names  therein  mentioned,  paying  the  yearly  lord’s  rent  of  65.  8(/. 

It  is  not  known  from  whence  the  residue  of  this  purchase  money,  beyond 
the  amount  of  the  gifts  of  Walton  and  Rycroft  arose,  but  it  appears  that  there 
was,  in  1698,  a sum  of  7O/.  secured  upon  a mortgage  of  an  estate  at  Foulridge, 
being  poor’s  money,  for  which  Ambrose  Walton  and  James  Foulds  W'ere  trus-. 
tees,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  part  of  this  sum  may  have  been  included  in 
the  above  mentioned  137 /•  10 -5- 

The  property  thus  purchased,  is  now  called  Dowshay-farm.  It  consists  of 
a house  and  barn,  and  six  closes,  containing  8 a.  2r.  19p.  situate  in  Lothersdale, 
in  the  parish  of  Carleton.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Greenwood, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  IG/.  per  annum,  the  churchwardens  doing, 
the  repairs. 

The  application  of  this  rent  has  been  already  stated. 

Starkie’s  Charity. 

In  the  before  mentioned  benefaction  table,  in  the  chapel  of  Colne,  it  is  Staikie's  Charity. . 
mentioned,  that  Mrs.  Mary  Starkie,  of  Riddlesden,  gave  the  annual  sums  of  '■ 

2/.  IO5.  to  the  minister,  and  51.  to  the  poor  of  Colne. 

The  Rev,  John  Henderson,  the  present  incumbent  of  Colne,  states,  that  the 
first  mentioned  annual  sum  has  not  been  received  by  him,  and  that  he  has 
ascertained  that  it  was  not  received  by  several  of  his  predecessors. 

He  also  states,  that  there  is  a tradition,  that  in  respect  of  the  gift  to  the  poor, 
a half  yearly  sum  of  2/.  IO5.  was  formerly  received,  but  that  of  late  years,  an 
annual  sum  of  only  21.  8s.  has  been  received  from  the  owner  of  an  estate  at 
Manningham,  near  Bradford,  in  Yorkshire,  which  has  usually  been  called  the 
Manningham  Dole,  and  which  is  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  Mrs.  Starkie’s 
donation. 

The  present  owner  of  that  estate  is  Ellis  Cunliffe  Lister,  esquire.  On  appli- 
cation to  that  gentleman,  he  informs  us,  that  he  has  alwa}s  denied  that  tlws 
annual  sum  of  2/.  85.  w^as  due  from  him  or  his  estate;  that  he  has  examined 
the  papers  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lister,  under  whom  he  claims,  but  can  find  no  entry 
relating  to  it ; that  the  estate  was  granted  to  one  of  the  Lister  family  by  King 
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Henry  8th,  and  has  continued  in  that  family  ever  since  ; and  that  he  does  not 
know  that  he  has  any  property  derived  from  any  of  the  Starkies  ; that  upon 
the  Manningham  estates  coming  to  him  a few  years  ago,  he  resisted  this  claim, 
and  that  the  person  applying  for  the  annual  sum  of  2 /.  Ss.  has  since  obtained 
it  more  by  begging  for  it  for  the  poor  of  Colne,  than  by  claiming  it  as  a right ; 
but  that  at  the  last  time  of  payment,  he  (Mr.  Lister)  stated,  that  the  payment 
should  be  made  no  more  until  he  was  fully  convinced  of  its  being  correct. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  farther  information  respecting  this 
annual  payment,  which  appears  to  have  been  made  for  some  time  by  the  owner 
of  the  Manningham  estate,  but  we  are  not  aware  of  there  being  any  other 
evidence  to  show  that  it  is  a charge  upon  that  property. 

Thomas  Smith’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Smith’s  By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  21st  September  lC68,  reciting,  that  Thomas  Smith, 
Charity.  of  the  Edge,  in  the  parish  of  Colne,  and  formerly  of  Blackwell  Hall,  London, 
clothier,  by  his  will,  gave  to  the  use  of  the  poor  people  of  Colne,  501.  to  be 
disposed  at  the  discretion  of  his  executors,  so  as  the  yearly  increase  thereof 
should  remain  to  the  benefit  of  the  said  poor  for  ever;  and  that  he  nominated 
Christopher  Smith  his  sole  executor,  who  had  paid  the  sum  of  501.  to  Robert 
Craven,  of  Frizinghall,  in  the  parish  of  Bradford,  in  Yorkshire,  who,  in  consi- 
deration thereof,  had,  by  indenture,  bearing  the  same  date  as  that  deed, 
conveyed  a yearly  rent-charge  of  50s.  to  he  issuing  out  of  five  closes  in 
Frizinghall  aforesaid,  to  Robert  Hamond,  Henry  Banister,  James  Smith,  and 
James  Wilson,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor  people  of 
Colne,  according  to  the  said  will ; the  said  Robert  Hamond,  and  others,  in 
consiileration  of  such  payment  by  the  said  Christopher  Smith,  and  of  his  having 
caused  the  said  rent  of  50s.  to  be  assured  to  them,  acquitted  and  discharged 
the  said  Christopher  Smith  of  the  said  legacy. 

By  a memorandum,  dated  February  28th,  1720,  purporting  to  he  signed  by 
John  Banister,  of  Park  Hill,  as  the  surviving  trustee  of  this  legacy,  the  said 
John  Banister  declared  his  consent,  that  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and 
overseers  of  Colne,  and  their  successors  for  the  time  to  come,  should  receive 
the  said  50  s.  and  distribute  the  same  to  the  poor. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  mention  this  charity  as  being  then 

vested  in Driver ; but  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  any  payment  has 

been  made  in  respect  of  it  for  many  years  past,  or  to  ascertain  who  is  tlie  present 
owner  of  the  five  closes  in  Frizinghall,  which  appear  from  the  recitals  of  the 
above  abstracted  deed  poll,  to  have  been  charged  therewith  by  an  indenture 
made  by  Robert  Craven  in  1668. 

The  benefaction  table  in  the  chapel  states  two  annual  sums  of  1/.  each,  to 
have  been  given  respectively  to  the  poor  of  Colne,  by  Lawrence  Roberts  and 
John  Smith,  of  Barrowford  ; but  we  can  find  no  trace  of  their  having  been 
received. 

TOWN  AND  TOWNSHIP  OF  COLNE. 

Robinson’s  Charity. 

Colne.  James  Robinson,  by  his  will  (as  appears  from  an  extract  thereof,  without 

-7—  date),  reciting,  that  he  had,  on  12th  December  1764,  surrendered  a messuage 
Robinson  S Chanty,  ^nd  premises,  situate  in  Colne  Lane,  in  the  Manor  of  Colne,  to  George 
Halstead  and  his  heirs,  to  such  uses  as  he  should  by  his  w'ill  appoint,  directed 
that  the  said  George  Halstead  and  his  heirs  should  stand  seised  of  the  said 
premises,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents  to  pay  to  the  curate  of  the  parochial 
chapel  at  Colne,  for  the  time  being,  IO5.  yearly,  for  preaching  a sermon  on 
5th  January,  in  commemoration  of  him  ; and  the  further  sum  of  5s.  to  be  laid 
out  in  bread  by  the  curate  of  the  said  chapel,  to  such  poor  persons  belonging 
to  the  town  or  township  of  Colne  only,  as  should  attend  to  hear  the  sermon  on 
that  day,  and  to  pay  to  the  said  curate  lOi.  for  preaching  a sermon  in  the  said 
chapel,  in  commemoration  of  his  wife,  on  8th  June ; and  as  to  the  residue  of 
the  rents,  in  trust,  to  pay  them  to  Thomas  Colby  Robinson,  and  the  heirs  of  his 
body ; and  in  default  of  issue,  or  if  he  or  his  children  should  not  allow  his  said 
feoffee  to  pay  to  the  said  curate  the  said  sum  of  25 5.  yearly,  or  should  attempt 
to  make  the  said  charge  void,  for  want  of  the  will  being  enrolled,  in  trust  for 
Bernard  Sutcliffe,  and  his  heirs,  subject,  however,  to  the  payment  aforesaid, 
ihe  annual  sum  of25j.  is  received  from  Mr.  Leeming,  of  Lancaster,  as  the 

, owner 
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owner  of  a house  and  some  cottages  in  Colne  Lane,  20^.  of  which  is  paid  to 
the  curate,  who  preaches  two  sermons,  one  on  the  6th  January  instead  of  the  5th, 
and  the  other  on  the  8th  June  ; and  the  remaining  55.  is  applied  in  the  purchase 
of  bread,  which  is  distributed  at  the  chapel  by  the  curate,  amongst  poor  persons 
attending  the  service  on  6th  January. 

CHAPELRY  OF  DOWNHAM. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  DOWNHaM. 

School. 

Ralph  Assheton,  esquire,  by  his  will,  (as  appears  by  an  extract  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  schoolmaster,  but  without  date,)  gave  100/.  to  be  laid  out  either  in 
the  purchase  of  land,  or  put  out  at  interest,  as  his  executors,  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Whalley  and  John  Hargreaves  the  elder,  and  their  heirs,  should  think  fit ; but 
he  declared  his  intention  to  be,  that  his  executors  should  only  be  concerned  in 
the  said  trust  till  his  heir  shoidd  attain  the  age  of  21  years  ; and  that  after 
that  time,  his  said  heir  and  such  others  as  should  succeed  him  as  lord  and  owner 
of  his  estate  at  Downham,  should  be  joined  with  the  said  Thomas  Whalley  and 
John  Hargreaves  the  elder,  and  their  heirs,  in  the  said  trust,  it  being  his  will, 
that  his  then  heir,  when  he  should  attain  the  age  of  21  years,  and  the  succeed- 
ing heirs  of  his  fiimily  who  should  be  owners  of  his  estate  at  Downham,  should 
be  concerned,  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  trust,  touching  the  said  100/. : And 
he  directed,  that  the  profits  of  the  said  lands  so  to  be  purchased,  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  interest  of  the  said  100/.  should  be  employed  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a school  within  Downham,  for  teaching  of  children,  provided  that  the 
curate  or  minister  of  the  church  or  chapel  at  Downham  should  not  only  preach 
in  the  said  church,  but  also  teach  the  said  school,  and  instruct  the  scholars 
in  the  church  catechism  ; and  he  directed,  that  the  poor  children  of  Downham, 
and  the  rest  of  the  children  within  the  said  township,  whose  parents,  being 
farmers,  should  not  farm  above  10/.  per  annum,  should  be  free  to  the  said 
school,  without  paying  any  wages  or  other  contribution  towards  the  salary  of 
such  schoolmaster  ; and  in  case  the  curate  or  minister  of  the  chapel  of  Downham 
should  not  take  upon  him  to  teach  the  said  school,  as  well  as  preach  at  the  said 
church,  he  directed  that  the  produce  of  the  lands  so  to  be  purchased,  or  the 
interest  of  the  said  100/.  should,  for  such  time  as  the  schoolmaster’s  place 
should  not  be  supplied  by  the  minister  of  Downham,  be  employed  towards 
binding  out  poor  children  in  the  said  township  of  Downham  apprentices,  or  to 
such  other  uses  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  said  poor  of  Downham,  as  the 
trustees  should  charitably  bestow  the  same  : And  he  also  gave  10/.  to  be  put 
out  at  interest,  and  managed  by  the  said  trustees,  the  interest  to  be  yearly  laid 
out  in  buying  and  bestowing  books  upon  such  scholars  at  the  said  school,  who 
.should  be  poor  children  in  Downham,  or  the  children  of  such  farmers  in 
Downham,  whose  parents  should  not  farm  above  10/.  per  annum,  as  the 
trustees  should  think  necessary  to  distribute  the  same  : And  in  case  the  said 
designed  school  should  not  be  kept  on  foot,  for  want  of  the  minister  of 
Downham  taking  upon  him  to  teach  the  children,  then  he  directed  that  the 
yearly  interest  of  the  said  10/.  during  such  interval  should  go  to  such  other 
charitable  uses  within  Downham,  as  his  said  trustees  should  think  fit. 

The  two  sums  of  100/.  and  10/.  are  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  certain  copyhold  premises,  now 'belonging  to  the  charity,  and  for 
which  William  Assheton,  esquire,  is  the  acting  trustee  j but  we  could  not 
discover  the  particulars  of  the  purchase,  or  the  period  when  it  was  made. 

These  premises  consist  of  three  closes  in  the  township  of  Chatburn,  in  the 
parish  of  Whalley,  containing  together  about  6j  acres,  with  2 gardens  and 
2 cottages. 

Two  of  the  closes,  containing  about  5^  acres,  are  in  the  occupation  of  the 
said  William  Assheton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  14/.  Mr.  Assheton  took 
these  closes  about  three  years  ago,  with  a view  of  bringing  them  into  a proper 
state  of  cultivation,  as  they  had  been  much  impoverished  by  the  preceding 
tenant.  It  is  stated  that  14/.  was  considerably  more  than  the  value  of  the  land 
at  that  time,  but  that  it  is  now  a fair  rent,  the  land  having  been  greatly 
improved. 

The  other  close,  which  is  very  conveniently  situated,  is  let  to  John  Vevers, 
an  innkeeper,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  11. 
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The  two  cottages  and  gardens  are  let  to  the  overseers  of  the  township  of 
Downham,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5 1.  which  appears  to  be  the  fair  value. 

There  is  also  a building  in  Downham,  consisting  of  a school-room  and 
apartments  above,  in  which  the  master  resides,  with  a small  garden  adjoining ; 
the  building  is  supposed  to  have  been  erected  by  subscription  upon  the  waste. 

The  rents  are  received,  and  the  accounts  kept,  by  Mr.  James  Robinson, 
as  agent  for  Mr.  Assheton.  Out  of  the  income,  there  is  paid  a salary  of  21  /. 
to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  rest  is  retained  for  repairs.  At  the  time  of  our 
inquiry  (July  1825)  there  was  about  12/.  due  to  Mr.  Assheton,  for  money 
advanced  for  the  repairs  of  the  school-house  and  cottages,  and  the  expense 
of  building  a new  wall  round  the  cottage  gardens. 

The  present  master,  who  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Assheton,  is  not  the  incum-' 
bent  of  the  chapelry,  nor  in  orders ; he  instructs  the  children  of  all  poor 
persons  of  the  township  of  Downham,  and  of  farmers  there  not  farming  10/. 
a year,  in  reading,  without  any  charge  ; and  out  of  his  salary,  he  provides  these 
children  with  books.  If  they  learn  writing  and  accounts,  they  pay  5 d.  a 
week;  there  are  in  the  school,  upon  an  average,  15  free  children.  With  other 
scholars,  the  master  makes  his  own  terms. 

I 

Poor’s  Land. 

Poor’s  l and.  There  is  a house,  shippon  and  croft,  in  the  township  of  Downham,  containing 
together  about  1a.  1 r.  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  part 
of  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  one  of  the  Assheton  family,  and 
part  taken  from  the  waste. 

The  land  is  let  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  Mr.  Assheton,  who 
is  considered  as  a trustee.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  James  Robinson, 
who  took  it  for  a term  of  14  years  from  21st  December  1804,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  7 /. ; no  agreement  had  been  made  for  re-letting  the  premises  at  tim  time 
of  our  inquiry,  but  it  was  expected  that  a higher  rent  might  be  obtained. 

The  rent  is  distributed  by  the  chapelwardens  and  overseers  on  Saint  Thomas’s 
day,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Downham,  in  sums  varying  from 
1 .s.  to  8 s. 

Sir  Ralph  Assheton’s  Charity. 

Sir  Ralph  The  particulars  of  this  charity  (except  as  to  the  application  of  the  yearly 

Asshetou’s  Charity.  5^^  of  4 /.  which  was  appropriated  to  this  township)  have  already  been  stated 
amongst  the  charities  in  the  township  of  Whalley. 

A sermon  was  formerly  preached  in  the  chapel  of  Downham,  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  testator,  annually  on  the  30th  January,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  day  of  his  death  ; this  practice  has  however  been  discontinued 
by  the  present  incumbent,  except  when  the  30th  January  falls  on  a Sunday, 
and  then  he  has  preached  a sermon  in  the  afternoon,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
service;  when  he  has  not  preached  the  sermon  he  has  declined  taking  the 
sum  of  2/.  from  Mr.  Schofield,  vvho  pays  the  rent-charge. 

The  sum  of  2/.  appropriated  to  the  poor  is  paid  to  the  overseer,  and  disposed 
of  by  him  in  equal  shares,  amongst  eight  poor  widows  of  the  township  of 
Downham,  not  receiving  relief,  if  there  are  so  many  of  that  description,  but 
if  not,  the  money  is  divided  equally  amongst  such  as  tliere  may  be. 

Donor  unknown. 

Donor  unknown.  Ir>  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I78C,  it  is  stated,  that  a rent-charge  of 
1 /.  IO5.  then  vested  in  Alexander  Rigby  and  Thomas  Shelton,  was  given  by 
some  person  unknown,  for  blue  cloth  to  the  poor  of  Downham,  not  receiving 
parish  relief. 

The  sum  of  305.  is  paid  yearly,  by  the  tenant  of  a farm  in  the  township  of 
Downham,  called  Nutshaw,  halfof  which  belongs  now  to  Mrs.  Skelton,  a widow, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  widow  of  General  Rigby,  who  has  since  married 
Colonel  Wright. 

• This  sum  is  laid  out  by  the  chapelwarden  and  overseers  in  blue  cloth, 
which  is  distributed  on  St.  Tiiomas’s  day,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the 
township  of  Downham,  not  receiving  relief,  as  they  think  most  in  need. 

In  1824,  11  persons  partook 'of  this  charity. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  GOODSHAW. 


• Mills’s  Charity. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  Samuel  Mills 
gave  to  the  poor  of  Goodshaw,  money,  producing  3 /.  a year. 

The  only  account  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  relating  to  any  charitable 
gift  in  this  chapelry,  is  from  James  Hargreaves,  esq.  who  states,  that  his  uncle, 
the  Rev,  John  Hargreaves,  to  whom  he  was  executor,  with  his  brother  Colonel 
Hargreaves,  told  him  that  there  was  in  his  hands,  20/.,  left  for  the  poor  of  this 
chapelry,  but  that  it  is  not  known  by  whom  it  was  given.  Since  the  death  of 
his  uncle,  he  has  considered  himself  answerable  for  this  sum ; and  he  states,  that 
he  has  given  away  in  charity,  to  poor  persons  of  Higher  Booth,  in  which  the 
chapel  "of  Goodshaw  is  situate,  upwards  of  20 5.  yearly. 

It  seems  advisable,  for  the  preservation  of  this  small  gift,  that  a specific 
sum  should  be  disposed  of  yearly,  as  the  interest  thereof. 


Goodshaw. 


Mills’s  Charity. 

V ‘ j 


CHAPELRY  OF  HASLINGDEN. 

School. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  10th  June  lyi'Q,  reciting,  that  there  was  no  Haslingden. 

salary  for  a schoolmaster  in  the  township  of  Haslingden,  and  that  it  would  be  ^ 

of  great  use  and  benefit  to  the  said  township,  should  a proper  fund  for  a salary  School, 

for  a sclioolmaster  be  provided ; so  that  the  children,  particularly  those  be- 
longing to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  township,  might  be  taught  to  read, 
and  instructed  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Church  of  England,  without  any  charge ; John  Heap  in  order  to 
begin  and  promote  such  design,  and  to  encourage  others  to  contribute  thereto, 
granted  to  John  Holmes,  George  Hargreaves,  and  four  others,  all  of  Hasling- 
den, the  sum  of  10/.  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out,  and  to  pay  and  apply 
the  interest  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  officiating  at  the  school  at 
Haslingden,  for  and  towards  the  teaching  poor  children  belonging  to  the  said 
township,  in  reading,  and  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England : And  in 
order  to  perpetuate  the  said  charity,  and  all  other  sums  thereafter  to  be  paid 
to  the  trustees  for  the  like  purpose,  it  was  agreed,  that  when  the  number  of 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  should  appoint  three  other 
substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  township. 

The  sum  of  10/.  above  mentioned,  was  placed  out  as  hereafter  stated,  under 
the  head  of  the  charities  of  Holden  and  others,  on  the  security  of  the  premises 
upon  which  the  workhouse  was  built;  and  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  9«.  which 
was  received  as  the  interest  thereof,  2/.  18  5.  has  been  paid  by  the  overseer 
to  the  schoolmaster,  making  up  the  sum  of  3/.  s. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  6th  October  1783,  between  Robert  Halstead, 
of  the  one  part;  and  Robert  Holden  and  six  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting, 
that  at  a court  holden  for  the  manor  of  Accrington,  on  the  23d  April  1776, 
the  lords  and  lady  of  the  manor,  and  the  copyholders  within  the  said  manor, 
did,  by  their  grant  of  such  date,  convey,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  said 
manor,  a parcel  of  the  waste  ground,  situate  near  Haslingden,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, to  the  use  of  the  said  Robert  Halstead,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  ufnder 
the  yearly  rent  of  2c/. ; and  reciting,  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  said  parties, 
that  the  said  Robert  Halstead  should  set  out  the  said  parcel  of  waste  in  lots  ; 
and  that  they  should  be  sold  by  auction,  for  building,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
such  ground-rents  as  should  be  agreed  upon,  which  ground-rents  were  to  be 
surrendered  according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  to  such  persons  as 
should,  at  a vestr}',  to  be  holden  in  Haslingden,  be  appointed  trustees  with  the 
said  Robert  Halstead,  to  erect  and  build  a schoolhouse,  and  to  endow  the  same, 
in  order  to  support  a proper  schoolmaster,  subject  to  such  agreements  as 
hereafter  mentioned ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Robert  Halstead  had  set  out 
and  disposed  of,  by  auction,  the  greater  part  of  the  said  waste  ground,  in  lots, 
to  the  following  persons,  viz. ; to  John  Hoyle,  Richard  Teasdale,  George  Bell, 

Edmond  Lonsdale,  John  Rishton,  John  Haworth,  and  Nicholas  Cunlifte,  all  of 
Haslingden,  under  certain  yearly  ground  rents,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the 
clear  yearly  rent  of  14</.  145.  payable  to  the  said  Robert  Halstead,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  as  by  the  respective  surrenders  would  appear ; it  was  witnessed,  that 
the  said  Robert  Halstead  had,  by  surrender  of  this  date,  surrendered  the  said 
respective  ground-rents,  together  with  the  school-house  and  dwelling-house 
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Haslingden.  adjoining,  and  all  the  remainder  of  the  said  waste  ground  undisposed  of,  to  the 
ScVooF  use  of  the  said  Robert  Holden,  and  others,  their  heirs  and  successors,  upon 

continued.  trust,  that  they  should  meet  in  the  school-house,  on  the  1st  of  January 

— ' then  next,  to  agree  with  a proper  schoolmaster,  for  any  term  not  exceeding 

three  years,  to  attend  at  the  school-house,  and  instruct  10  boys  belonging 
to  the  township  of  Haslingden,  in  English,  writing  and  accounts,  such  boys 
to  be'  of  the  age  of  10  years,  and  to  be  taught  free  for  three  years,  in 
consideration  of  the  said  yearly  sum  of  14/.  145.  or  such  sum  as  should 
arise  from  the  said  waste  ground  ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  said  trustees 
should  give  the  master  at  least  three  months  notice,  if  they  should  disapprove 
of  his  abilities  or  behaviour  ; and  that  the  master  should  give  like  notice  of  his 
intention  to  quit ; that  the  children  should  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  at  a meeting  to  be  held  in  the  said  school-house,  after 
10  days  notice  given  in  the  church  ; that  no  meeting  should  be  held  for  car- 
rying the  powers  thereby  vested  in  the  trustees  into  execution,  without  the 
consent  of  the  majority  of  the  trustees,  and  until  after  such  notice  as  aforesaid 
given  in  the  church ; and  that  when  the  ground-rents  should  be  augmented  by 
other  charitable  donations  or  otherwise,  so  that  the  trustees  should  think  the 
income  more  than  sufficient  for  teaching  10  boys,  they  should  appoint  such 
further  number  as  they  should  think  proper  ; that  the  master  should  have 
liberty  to  take  and  receive  wages  for  other  boys  in  the  said  school,  not  exceed- 
ing such  number  as  the  trustees  should  authorize ; and  it  w^as  provided,  that 
whenever  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five,  the  survivors  should 
elect  persons  to  supply  their  place,  after  such  notice  as  aforesaid,  and  should 
surrender  the  said  premises  and  ground-rents  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such 
new  trustees  ; and  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  school-house  was  erected  prin- 
cipally by  subscription,  in  the  place  of  an  old  shool-house,  dwelling-house,  and 
garden,  the  site  of  which  had  been  laid  into  the  street,  and  which  it  was  agreed 
should  thereafter  remain  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a school  room,  a residence  for  the  master,  and 
a yard. 

The  master  receives  14/.  145.  annually,  from  four  different  persons,  as  the 
ground-rents  mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  1783,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
SI.  'll s.  which  he  receives  from  the  overseer,  as  above  mentioned. 

For  this  income  he  teaches  10  poor  boys  of  the  township  of  Haslingden,  who 
are  nominated  by  the  acting  trustees,  appointed  for  the  workhouse  premises, 
and  the  charities  charged  thereon,  as  hereafter  mentioned.  These  boys  are 
taught  free  for  three  years  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts.  When  the  term  of 
three  years  expires,  or  a vacancy  otherwise  occurs,  a meeting  is  called  after 
notice  given,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  deed  of  1783,  and  another  boy 
is  appointed  in  his  place.  A book  is  kept,  in  which  the  names  of  all  the  free 
scholars  are  entered  when  they  are  appointed.  The  master  has,  upon  an 
average,  about  50  other  scholars,  who  pay  for  their  instruction. 

Charities  of  Holden  and  others. 

Charities  of  By  indenture,  bearing  date  2d  February  1759,  between  Ralph  Holden,  John 
Holden  and  others.  Heap,  Robert  Halstead  and  Hugh  Duckworth,  of  the  first  part;  John  Holmes 
clerk,  minister  of  the  parochial  chapel  at  Haslingden,  and  James  Lund,  and 
three  others,  chapel-wardens  of  Haslingden,  of  the  second  part ; Joshua 
Townsend  and  John  Haworth,  described  as  trustees  of  a legacy  of  30/.  given 
by  Lawrence  Hey,  of  the  third  part;  George  Hargreaves  and  John  Holmes, 
described  as  trustees  of  a legacy  of  30  /.  given  by  George  tiargreaves,  of  the 
fourth  part ; and  John  Holmes  and  three  others,  described  as  surviving  trustees; 
named  in  an  indenture  bearing  date  10th  June  1749,  of  the  fifth  part ; reciting, 
that  the  said  James  Lund  and  one  John  Kay  had,  by  surrender,  of  the  same 
date  with  the  said  indenture  of  10th  June  1749,  in  consideration  of  I70/. 
surrendered  several  messuages  or  dwelling-houses,  one  garden  and  a backside 
thereunto  adjoining,  .situate  in  Lower  l.ane,  within  Haslingden,  and  in  the 
manor  of  Accrington,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Ralph  Holden,  John  Heap, 
Robert  Halstead  and  Hugh  Duckworth,  and  their  heirs,  upon  such  trusts  as 
should  be  expressed  by  that  indenture;  and  reciting,  that  Benjamin  Holden,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  9th  July  17l(),  gave  50/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  to  the  use 
of  such  poor  families,  in  the  parish  of  Haslingden,  as  should  have  no  public  cess 
or  maintenance  from  the  parish,  one  moiety  to  be  distributed  at  Christmas,  and 
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the  other  moiety  at  Midsummer,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  the  said  parish  ; and  that,  if  Mary  Chadwick,  or  her  two  sons, 
should  die  before  him  and  his  wife,  he  gave  their  respective  legacies  to  be  put 
out  at  interest,  and  distributed  as  aforesaid ; and  reciting,  that  the  said 
Benjamin  Holden  survived  the  said  Mary  Chadwick  and  her  sons,  some  or  one 
of  them,  whereby  the  further  sum  of  501.  became  payable  to  the  uses  aforesaid, 
which  said  sums  of  50/.  and  50/.  had  been  received  by  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  Haslingden,  and  the  interest  applied  as  directed  by  the  said 
will,  the  principal  thereof  being  then  out  on  personal  security ; and  reciting, 
that  the  said  John  Holmes,  James  Lund,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second 
part,  being  mindful  to  secure  the  said  sums  given  by  the  will  of  Benjamin 
Holden,  in  order  that  the  interest  thereof  might  be  applied’ as  thereby  directed, 
had  agreed  to  advance  the  said  sums  on  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  said 
surrender ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Lawrence  Hey,  by  his  will,  bearing  date 
23d  November  172?»  gave  30/.  to  be  laid  out  on  a rent-charge,  or  some  other 
good  security,  the  profit  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  canvas  cloth,  to  be  made 
into  shirts  and  shifts,  and  given  to  such  poor  persons  as  should  have  no 
relief  from  the  town  of  Haslingden,  either  belonging  to  the  said  town,  or  in- 
habiting within  it,  to  be  distributed  every  year  at  Cockham,  on  the  day  of  the 
month  in  which  he  should  die ; and  that  the  said  Joshua  Townsend  and  John 
Haworth  had  agreed,  for  the  better  securing  the  interest  thereof,  to  advance 
the  said  sum  of  30/.  on  the  same  premises ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  George 
Hargreaves,  by  will,  bearing  date  25th  December  1723,  gave  30/.  to  be  laid 
out  by  his  executors,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Haslingden,  the  interest  to  be 
distributed  yearly  by  his  executors  in  linen  cloth,  to  such  industrious  poor 
persons  as  should  not  receive  alms  from  the  town  or  otherwise,  at  their  discre- 
tion ; and  that  the  said  George  Hargreaves  and  John  Holmes,  trustees  of  the 
said  legacy,  had,  for  the  better  securing  the  interest  thereof,  agreed  to  advance 
the  said  3U/.  upon  the  same  premises ; and  reciting,  that  by  the  said  indenture, 
bearing  date  10th  June  1749,  the  said  John  Heap  gave  and  granted  to  the 
said  John  Holmes,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  fifth  part,  with  others  since 
deceased,  the  sum  of  10/.  in  trust,  to  place  out  the  same  at  interest,  and  apply 
the  same  to  the  schoolmaster  officiating  at  the  school  of  Haslingden,  towards 
instructing  poor  children  belonging  to  that  township  in  reading,  and  in  the 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of 
England;  and  that  the  said  trustees  had  agreed  to  advance  the  said  10/.  upon 
the  same  premises  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Ralph  Holden,  and  the  parties 
of  the  first  part,  were  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Haslingden,  and 
that  the  said  surrender  had  been  made  to  them  as  trustees  for  the  uses  herein- 
after mentioned ; it  was  witnessed  that  the  said  Ralph  Holden,  and  the  other 
parties  of  the  first  part,  covenanted  and  declared,  that  the  said  minister  and 
chapelwardens,  and  their  successors,  should,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  said 
premises,  receive  the  yearly  sum  of  4/.  10^.  to  be  applied  as  directed  by  the 
will  of  the  said  Benjamin  Holden  ; and  that  the  said  Joshua  Townsend  and 
John  Haworth,  and  the  future  trustees  of  the  legacy  of  30/.  given  by  the  said 
Lawrence  Hey,  should  receive  out  of  the  rents  the  yearly  sum  of  1 /.  7-^*  to  be 
applied  as  directed  by  his  will ; and  that  the  said  George  Hargreaves  and  John 
Holmes,  and  the  future  trustees  of  the  legacy  of  30  /.  given  by  the  said  George 
Hargreaves,  deceased,  should  also  receive  the  yearly  sum  1/.  'Js.  to  be  applied 
as  directed  by  his  will ; and  that  John  Hargreaves,  the  then  schoolmaster  of 
Haslingden  school,  and  his  successors,  should  receive  the  yearly  sum  of  9<?. 
according  to  the  meaning  of  the  said  indenture  of  the  10th  June  1749  : And 
they  further  covenanted  and  declared,  that  after  payment  of  the  said  several 
yearly  sums,  and  the  necessary  reparations  of  the  said  premises,  the  surplus  of 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  applied  to  such  uses 
and  purposes  as  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Haslingden  should  appoint,  at  any 
meeting  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  in  the  vestry  of  the  parochial  chapelry  of 
Haslingden. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  26th  June  1790,  it  is  witnessed,  that  Robert 
Haslstead,  who  had  become  seised  of  the  said  premises,  as  surviving  trustee, 
had  by  surrender,  bearing  even  date  therewith,  surrendered  the  said  premises, 
with  the  new  erection  thereon,  to  the  use  of  Robert  Holden  and  eleven  others, 
parties  to  the  said  indenture,  together  with  himself,  being  trustees  elected  by 
the  land-owners  in  Haslingden,  at  a vestry  held  for  that  purpose,  chargeable 
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with  the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of  I70/.  at  4/.  IO5.  per  cent,  and  upon  trust, 
that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five  or  seven,  the  survivors  should, 
with  the  consent  of  the  then  minister  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  township, 
appoint  proper  persons  as  new  trustees,  one  month’s  notice  having  been  given 
at  Haslingden  church,  for  a meeting  to  be  held  in  the  school-house  for  electing 
new  trustees,  and  should  surrender  the  premises  accordingly. 

Of  the  trustees  named  in  the  indenture  of  1790,  Henry  Hargreaves,  John 
Haworth,  and  Richard  Teasdale,  are  now  living.  No  subsequent  surrender  has 
been  made  of  the  premises  ; but  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry, 
held  a few  years  ago,  new  trustees  were  appointed  for  the  charities  for  the  poor 
and  for  the  school. 

The  premises  purchased  in  1759,  are  under  the  management  of  the  chapel- 
wardens  and  overseers,  and  consist  of  a workhouse,  and  five  old  houses,  inha- 
bited by  paupers. 

In  respect  of  these  premises,  the  overseer  lays  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen 
(upon  an  average),  the  yearly  sum  of  9.1.  145.  as  the  interest  of  the  legacies  of 
Laurence  Hey  and  George  Hargreaves  ; the  linen  is  made  up  into  shirts  and 
shifts,  which  are  distributed  on  Christmas-day,  after  evening  service,  by  John 
Hoyle,  esquire,  the  principal  inhabitant  of  Haslingden,  amongst  poor  persons 
belonging  to  the  township,  not  receiving  relief.  Lists  of  the  persons  receiving 
the  cloth  are  entered  in  a book  kept  by  the  overseers. 

Nothing  has  been  paid  for  many  years  in  respect  of  the  100/.  given  by 
Benjamin  Holden,  but  at  a meeting  held  in  the  vestry  of  the  parochial  chapel 
of  Haslingden,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  July  1825,  (the  day  after  our  inquiry 
into  these  charities),  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  “ That  the  sum  of4/.  IO5. 
(being  the  interest  of  100/.  given  by  Benjamin  Holden,  rector  of  Staveley,  in 
the  county  of  York,  for  the  benefit  of  such  poor  families,  within  the  township 
of  Haslingden,  as  receive  no  parochial  relief,  and  now  secured  upon  certain 
premises,  situate  in  Lower  Lane,  within  the  township  of  Haslingden  aforesaid), 
shall  henceforwards  be  annually  distributed  by  the  minister  and  chapelwardens 
of  the  parochial  chapel  of  Haslingden  aforesaid,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  said  Benjamin  Holden,  in  his  last  will  and  testament,  bearing  date  the  9th 
day  of  July  17l6.”j  Signed  by  \YilIiam  Gray,  minister;  John  Townsend,  William 
Ashworth,  chapelwardens ; J.  Horle,  John  Haworth,  Henry  Hargreaves. 

The  yearly  sum  of  SI.  Js.  instead  of  9 s.  has  been  paid  to  the  schoolmaster. 
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CH.'VPKLRY  OF  NEWCHURCH  IN  ROSSENDALE. 

Free  School. 

At  a court  holden  for  the  manor  of  Accrington,  as  appears  by  a copy  of  the 
court  roll,  Edward  Ashworth  and  John  Hoyle,  at  the  request  of  John  Kirshaw, 
surrendered  on  the  9th  February,  17OI,  two  messuages,  with  the  buildings, 
lands  and  tenements  thereto  belonging,  called  the  Heald,  and  another  mes- 
suage lying  in  the  Old  Meadows  in  Baccop  Booth,  in  Rossendale,  to  the  use  of 
Oliver  Ormerod,  Richard  Ormerod,  and  Oliver  Ashworth,  all  of  the  chapelry 
of  Newchurch  in  Rossendale,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  such  uses  as  were 
mentioned  in  a Schedule  thereto  annexed. 

By  the  said  Schedule  it  is  declared,  that  the  above  premises  were  surren- 
deredi;o  the  said  feoffees,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  John  Kirshaw,  and 
Ann  his  wife,  for  their  respective  lives,  and  after  their  decease,  to  the  use  and 
behoof  of  a master  of  a free  school  for  ever,  who  was  to  teach  English,  and 
the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  at  Wolfenden  Booth  Fould,  in  Rossendale, 
such  master  to  be  qualified  in  learning  and  good  government  and  diligence 
to  the  scholars,  and  to  be  chosen  at  the  discretion  of  any  two  of  the 
said  feoffees. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  12th  February,  1752  between  John  Ormerod, 
son  and  heir  of  Richard  Ormerod  (who  was  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  pre- 
mises above  mentioned),  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Rev.  John  Welsh,  Peter 
Ormerod,  John  Hargreaves,  John  Cobham,  and  James  Ormerod,  of  the  other 
part ; reciting,  that  the  said  John  Ormerod  had  surrendered  the  said  premises 
to  the  use  of  Peter  Ormerod  and  John  Hargreaves,  their  heirs  and  successors, 
for  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  free  school,  subject  to  the  regulations  there- 
after mentioned  ; the  said  John  Ormerod,  for  the  appointing  of  a competent 
number  of  trustees  to  preserve  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  and 
of  the  interest  and  produce  of  a sum  of  90/.  given  by  the  said  John  Kirshaw, 
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appointed  John  Welsh  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  trustees  of  the  Newchuich  in 
said  charity,  in  conjunction  with  himself,  in  order  that  the  rents  of  the  said  ttos&endaie. 
premises,  and  the  interest  of  the  said  money,  might  be  thereafter  paid  for  Free  School, 
the  use  of  the  wages  and  salary  of  the  master  officiating  at  the  said  scliool  j continwd. 

and  it  was  provided,  that  as  often  as  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees''  ■ 

should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  at  the  first  yearly  meeting  afterwards 
appoint  some  able  person,  being  an  inhabitant  or  owner  of  lands  or  tene- 
ments, in  that  part  of  Rossendale  belonging  to  Newchurch,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  20/.  or  upwards,  the  name  of  such  new  elected  trustee  to  be 
entered  in  a register  kept  for  the  purpose ; and  it  was  further  provided, 
tliat  when  all  the  trustees  in  whom  the  said  copyhold  estate  should  be  vested 
should  be  dead,  except  one,  such  survivor  should  surrender  the  same  to  the 
use  of  the  other  trustees  for  the  time  being ; and  that  whenever  the  school 
should  be  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  or  deprivation,  another  master 
should  be  appointed  by  the  said  trustees,  within  three  months  after  such 
vacancy,  at  a meeting  to  be  held  after  14  days  notice,  qualified  for  such 
place,  in  learning,  sobriety,  and  diligence  ; and  it  was  covenanted  and  agreed, 
that  the  master  should  sign  a bond  after  his  election,  and  before  he  should 
be  licensed  by  the  bishop,  or  admitted  into  the  school,  for  his  due  per- 
formance of  all  the  statutes  and  rules  on  his  part  to  be  performed,  contained 
in  a book  bearing  even  date  herewith,  entitled,  a Book  of  Articles  or  Statutes, 
signed  by  the  said  trustees. 

By  the  statutes  to  which  the  above  abstracted  deed  refers,  it  was  ordered, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  trustees  should  meet  annually  on  Whitsun 
Tuesday  in  the  school,  and  appoint  one  of  themselves  steward  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  audit  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  steward ; that  the  trustees 
should  be  only  six  in  number,  of  which  the  minister  of  Newchurch,  if 
resident  there,  should  always  be  one  ; that  these  statutes  should  be  read 
at  every  meeting ; that  the  master  to  be  chosen,  should  be  a man  well 
versed  in  English,  and  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue,  expert  in  writing 
and  accounts,  of  good  conversation,  and  firmly  attached  to  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  constitution  of  this  kingdom  ; and  that  he  should  give  a bond 
for  500  /.  for  his  good  behaviour  and  obedience  to  these  statutes ; that  the 
steward  should  pay  all  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  land  and  money  already 
settled  or  thereafter  to  be  settled  on  the  school,  for  the  salary  of  the  school- 
master, equally  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas ; that  all  such  scholars  as 
should  be  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Rossendale  belonging  to  Newchurch 
should  be  admitted  into  the  said  school,  to  learn  English,  and  the  rudiments 
of  Latin,  and  should  be  taught  gratis,  having  first  learnt  their  letters,  paying 
oach  l5.  at  entrance,  and  presenting  to  the  master  on  the  first  Mondays 
after  the  Epiphany  and  Midsummer,  a piece  of  money,  not  above  2s.  6</. 
nor  under  6d.  and  at  Michaelmas,  yearly,  2^/.  for  mending  the  school  win- 
dows, excepting  the  children  of  parents  who  should  be  utterly  unable  to 
pay  anything,  and  whom  any  two  of  the  trustees  should  recommend  to  the 
said  master,  as  objects  of  charity  ; and  that  for  scholars,  not  inhabitants, 
the  master  should  make  his  own  terms,  the  number  thereof  to  be  limited 
by  the  trustees,  in  case  too  many  should  resort  there  ; that  at  any  meeting 
of  trustees,  upon  an  equality  of  votes,  the  senior  trustee  should  -have  the 
casting  vote ; that  if  the  master  should  be  rendered  incapable  of  teaching,  by 
age,  or  other  infirmity,  the  trustees  should  allow  him  half  of  the  yearly  s'dary, 
and  ap))ly  the  other  half  for  the  use  of  such  person  as  they  should  appoint 
to  be  teacher  in  his  place  ; and  if  by  negligence,  or  not  observing  these 
statutes,  any  of  his  salary  should  be  forfeited,  the  same  should  be  applied 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  revenues  of  the  school;  that  the  master  should 
attend  his  scholars  at  the  church,  at  all  times  of  divine  service,  and  should 
instruct  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  contained  in  the 
church  catechism. 

The  statutes  likewise  contain  directions,  as  to  the  hours  at  which  the 
schoolmaster  should  attend,  and  the  internal  management  of  the  school,  and 
a provision  as  to  the  building  of  a new  school-room,  in  lieu  of  the  old  one, 
which  is  described  as  being  too  small,  in  case  money  should  be  raised  by  sub- 
scription for  building  the  same,  and  purchasing  a site ; and  a power  was  reserved 
for  making  additional  orders,  in  case  it  should  appear  requisite. 

By  an  additional  article,  dated  29th  May  1787,  reciting  the  provisions,  as  to 
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erecting  a new  school-house,  and  reciting,  that  the  trustees  had  lately  pur- 
chased a site  in  Deadwenclough,  near  Wolfendenbooth,  and  had,  with  a subscrip- 
tion, raised  for  the  purpose,  built  a school-house  at  the  expense  of  163/.  and 
upwards  j it  was  ordered,  that  the  old  school-house  should  be  let,  and  the  rent 
added  to  the  master’s  salary,  and  that  the  new  school  should  be  considered  in 
all  respects  as  the  one  endowed  by  John  Kirshaw. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time,  by  entries  in  the 
minute  book.  There  are  at  present  only  five  trustees,  Henry  Hargreaves, 
John  Ormerod,  John  Ashworth,  of  Boothfold,  John  Ashw'orth,  of  Cloughfold, 
and  James  Whitaker,  the  present  incumbent  not  being  resident. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school  consists  of  a copyhold  estate,  at  Heald, 
containing  in  the  whole  30  a.  1 r.  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the 
perch ; it  is  divided  into  two  farms,  upon  each  of  which  there  is  a house  and 
barn,  and  the  whole  is  let  to  William  Pilling,  on  lease  for  11  years  from 
Candlemas  1818,  at  the  rent  of  47/. ; and  the  estate  having  been  since  exonerated 
from  land-tax,  as  charity-land,  the  tenant  pay  85.  8 ^i/.  in  addition  to  his  rent, 
on  that  account.  It  is  stated,  that  this  was  a fair  rent  at  the  time  the  farms 
were  let,  but  that  a higher  rent  might  now  be  obtained. 

The  90/.  mentioned  in  the  trust  deed,  was  lent  to  Richard  Hargreaves  on 
mortgage  of  certain  premises  in  Newchurch,  consisting  of  a warehouse  ; he 
afterwards  failed,  and  the  premises  were  then  surrendered  to  the  trustees  in 
discharge  of  the  debt.  They  are  now  converted  into  two  dwelling-houses,  and 
are  let  to  George  Birch,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  11  /.  9^*  per  annum,  which  appears 
to  be  a fair  rent. 

The  old  school-house  is  converted  into  a cottage,  and  is  let  to  John  Taylor, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  1/.  15  5.  Some  alterations  have  lately  been  made,  with  the 
consent  of  the  schoolmaster,  the  expense  of  which  will  not  exceed  51.  for 
which,  next  year,  the  tenant  will  pay  an  additional  rent,  at  the  rate  of  1^.  6f/. 
in  the  pound  on  the  money  so  laid  out.  These  premises  appear  to  be  let 
at  their  fair  value. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  surrender  of  9th  February  I7OI,  there  is  men: 
tinned  a messuage,  lying  in  the  Old  Meadows,  in  Baccop  Ilooth,  in  Rossendale. 
Nothing  is  known  of  any  premises  answering  this  description.  The  subject 
has  often  been  taken  into  consideration  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  but  they 
have  never  been  able  to  make  out  what  property  was  intended,  nor  do  any  of 
the  oldest  inhabitants  remember  any  premises  belonging  to  the  school  in  the 
Old  Meadows,  which  is  a district  well  known. 

The  whole  rents,  amounting  to  CO/.  125.  8^</.  are  paid  to  the  schoolmaster; 
but  in  the  year  1825,  a deduction  was  made,  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred 
in  the  alterations  at  the  old  school-house. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  deed  of 
trust,  and  gives  a bond,  in  the  penalty  of  500/.  for  his  good  behaviour,  as 
prescribed  by  the  statutes.  He  takes  all  the  children  of  that  part  of  Rossen- 
dale  which  is  in  the  chapelry  of  Newchurch,  upon  the  terms  directed  by  the 
statutes  ; but  if  they  learn  writing  and  accounts,  an  extra  charge  is  made  for 
such  instruction  ; for  other  children,  the  master  makes  his  own  terms  ; he  has 
upon  an  average  35  scholars. 

The  trustees  meet  annually  on  the  Tuesday  in  Whitsun  week,  and  the  statutes 
are  then  read,  and  a steward  appointed,  and  the  accounts  are  audited,  and 
inquiries  made  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  schoolmaster  and  scholars. 

Ormerod’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  28th  January  1757,  between  John  Ormerod,  of 
the  one  part ; and  John  Hargreaves,  Hugh  Taylor,  James  Ormerod,  Richard 
Lord,  John  Whitaker  and  John  Lord,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  Alice 
Ashworth  had,  by  a surrender  of  lease,  bearing  date  31st  March  1755,  for  the 
considerations  therein  mentioned,  at  a court  held  for  the  manor  of  Accrington, 
surrendered  a parcel  of  land,  containing  in  length,  from  north  to  south,  30  yards, 
and  in  breadth,  from  east  to  west,  32  yards,  situate  in  a field  called  the 
Cowbank,  in  Tunstead,  to  the  use  of  tlie  said  John  Ormerod,  his  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of  999  years,  under  the  rents  and  cove- 
nants tnerein  mentioned,  and  with  liberty  to  build  thereon;  and  reciting,  that 
by  articles  of  agreement,  bearing  even  date  with  tln^  said  lease,  it  was  agreed 
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that  a workhouse  should  be  erected  upon  the  said  land,  in  which  all  the  poor 
of  Rossendale  belonging  to  Newchurch  should  be  maintained ; and  that  in 
order  to  ease  the  inhabitants  of  the  present  charge  thereof,  the  said  John  OrmerodTcharity, 
Ormerod  had  agreed  to  advance  such  sums  of  money  as  should  be  expended  in  continurd. 
erecting  the  same;  and  that  the  said  John  Hargreaves,  and  others,  on  behalf^ 
of  themselves,  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  Rossendale  belonging  to  New- 
church, had  agreed  to  pay  out  of  the  v early  assessment  for  the  poor  of 
llossendale  aforesaid,  to  such  persons  and  for  such  uses  as  the  said  John  Ormerod 
should,  by  his  will,  or  by  any  other  writing,  duly  executed,  direct  and  appoint, 
all  such  sums  as  should  be  by  him  advanced  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  with 
interest  for  the  same  at  4^  per  cent,  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned  ; and 
that,  upon  payment  thereof,  the  said  John  Ormerod  covenanted  to  assign  the 
said  parcel  of  land,  with  the  building  which  should  be  erected  thereon,  for  the 
residue  of  the  said  term,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Hargreaves  and  others, 
or  to  such  persons  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  appoint,  in  trust, 
for  the  use  of  a workhouse  for  the  poor  of  Rossendale  aforesaid ; and  reciting, 
that  the  said  workhouse  was  then  built,  and  that  the  money  advanced  by  the 
said  John  Ormerod  in  building  the  same  amounted  to  315 /. ; it  is  witnessed, 
that  the  said  John  Ormerod  assigned  and  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Hargreaves 
and  others,  the  said  parcel  of  land,  with  the  buildings  thereon  erected,  for  the 
residue  of  the  said  term  of  999  years,  in  trust  for  the  uses  mentioned  in  the 
said  therein  recited  articles  of  agreement;  and  the  said  John  Ormerod  directed 
and  appointed,  that  the  sum  of  \5l,  part  of  the  said  315/.  should  be  paid  to  him, 
and  that  the  sum  of  300/.  with  the  interest  accruing  thereon,  should  be  retained 
by  the  said  John  Hargreaves  and  others,  in  trust,  for  the  uses  following;  namel)>, 
that  the  said  sum  should  be  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  put  out  upon 
good  security,  for  the  best  interest  that  could  be  got  for  the  same,  and  that  the 
produce  thereof  should  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Ormerod  during  his  life,  and 
after  his  decease  should  be  yearly  distributed  amongst  siich  poor  persons  or 
families  as  should  frequently  attend  divine  service  in  Newchurch  aforesaid, 
and  who  should  receive  no  relief  from  the  overseer,  af  the  discretion  of  the  said 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  the  same  to  be  yearly 
divided,  quarterly,  on  Midsummer-day,  Michaelmas-day,  Christmas-day,  and 
-Lady-day ; and  it  was  further  directed,  that,  upon. the  death  of  any  one  of  the 
trustees,  the  survivors  should  choose  another,  the  name  of  such  new  trustee,  and 
of  the  person  in  whose  room  he  was  chosen,  and  the  date  of  his  election,  to  be 
entered  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  to  be  signed  by  the  electing 
trustees,  in  which  book  should  likewise  be  yearly  entered  the  names  and  places 
of  abode  of  the  poor  persons  or  families  who  should  receive  the  said  charity,  with 
the  sum  each  should  receive;  such  accounts  to  be  yearly  perused  and  allowed 
by  the  minister  and  wardens  of  Newchurch,  for  the  time  being ; and  the  said 
book,  together  with  this  deed,  to  be  kept  in  the  vestry  chest,  in  Newchurch; 
and  it  was  provided,  that  two  of  the  trustees  to  be  elected  should  reside  in 
Deadwenclough,  two  in  Tunstead,  Wolfendin  Booth  or  Wolfendin,  and  two  in 
Bacop. 

The  present  trustees  for  Ormerod’s  charity  are  Henry  Hargreaves,  of  New- 
church, James  Whitaker,  junior,  esquire,  of  Broadclough,  Richard  Ashworth, 
of  Cloughfold,  and  John  Omerod,  of  Bankside. 

In  respect  of  the  sum  of  300/.  the  yearly  sum  of  13/.  10^.  is  paid  as  a charge 
upon  the  workhouse,  out  of  the  poor’s  rates  of  that  part  of  Rossendale  which 
lies  within  Newchurch.'  The  amount  is  distributed  by  quarterly  payments 
of  ' 3/.  7-^- 6i/.  each,  at  Christmas,  Lady-day,  Midsummer  and  Michaelmas, 
at  a meeting  of  the  trustees  in  the  vestry,  principally  in  sums  of  Q,s.  or  25.  Qd. 
amongst  poor  persons  of  the  chapelry,  not  receiving  relief.  The  names  of  the 
persons  receiving  the  charity,  and  the  sums  given  to  each,  are  entered  in 
a book  kept  for  the  purpose. 


Haworth’s  Legacies. 

Robert  Haworth^  by  will,  bearing  date  December  11th,  1823,  bequeathed  Haworth’sLegacies. 
500/.  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Church  Sunday  School,  in  Newchurch  in  Ros- 
sendale, and  the  like  sum  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  School  belonging  to 
the  society  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  there.  In  respect  of  these  legacies, 
the  executors  of  Robert  Haworth  have  paid  to  each  of  the  treasurers  of  the 
Sunday  schools  above  mentioned,  407/.  9 s.  the  residue  of  the  500^/.  having  been 
Rep.  15.  N 2 deducted 
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deducted  partly  for  the  legacy  duty,  and  partly  on  account  of  a deficiency  of 
assets.  ' 

The  sum  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Church  Sunday  School  is  placed  to 
the  account  of  the  Rev.  D.  Rathbone,  the  present  treasurer,  in  the  bank  of 
Messrs.  Birkbecks  and  Co.  at  Burnley,  with  a view  of  laying  it  out  in  building 
a school-room,  as  soon  as  a proper  site  shall  be  procured. 

The  society  of  Wesleyan  Methodists  have  commenced  building  a Sunday 
school ; and  it  is  intended  to  apply  Robert  Haworth’s  legacy  towards  the 
expenses  of  that  building. 

CHAPELRY  OF  P.\DIHAM. 


School. 

It  appears  from  documents  produced,  that  in  1756  and  1757  a sum  was 
raised  by  subscription,  principally  upon  the  application  of  Richard  Webster, 
esquire,  of  Hargreave,  in  the  chapelry  of  Padiham,  for  the  support  of  a school 
there,  which  was  added  to  a sum  of  51.  given  by  John  Pollard  in  17^^7>  and 
a sum  of  10/.  given  by  Francis  Webster  in  1728,  for  the  same  purpose,  that  the 
whole  amounted  at  Mr.  Richard  Webster’s  death  to  158/.  175.  9d. ; and  that 
four  trustees  were,  soon  after  his  death,  appointed  for  the  management  of 
the  school. 

This  sum  was  paid  over  by  Mr.  Webster’s  executors  to  the  trustees,  and 
placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  till  about  twelve 
years  ago,  when  the  trustees  purchased  three  copyhold  cottages,  in  the  village 
of  Padiham,  held  under  the  manor  of  Ightenhill.  The  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  was  159/. 

The  three  cottages  adjoin  each  other,  and  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  the 
following  persons,  and  at  the  following  rents  : — 


James  Robinson 
James  Kirkham 
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The  cottages  are  in  good  repair.  The  schoolmaster,  by  the  permission  of 
the  trustees,  receives  the  rents. 

There  is  a school  in  the  chapel-yard  of  Padiham,  which  appears  to  have  been 
built  by  subscription  in  1698,  and  which  is  now  repaired  by  the  chapel- 
wardens. 

The  schoolmaster  appears  to  have  always  received  payment  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  children  from  their  parents,  in  addition  to  the  income  derived  from 
the  sum  raised  by  subscription,  and  the  small  donations  of  John  Pollard  and 
Francis  Webster. 


In  1822,  four  new  trustees  were  elected  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry, 
in  the  room  of  two  who  were  dead,  and  tw’o  who  resigned.  A reduction  was 
then  made  in  the  amount  of  the  weekly  sums  to  be  paid  for  each  child’s 
instruction,  and  various  new  regulations  were  at  the  same  time  made  for  the 
management  of  the  school.  The  master  has  between  70  and  80  scholars,  boys 
and  girls,  whom  he  instructs  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  on  the  terms 
settled  in  1822. 


Legendre  Starkie,  esquire,  who  died  in  February  1822,  by  his  w'ill,  bearing 
date  11th  April  1821,  gave  200/.  to  the  incumbent  of  the  perpetual  curacy  of 
Padiham,  for  the  time  being,  in  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  public  funds, 
or  at  interest  on  good  security  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  names  of  two  or  more 
trustees,  to  be  chosen  by  him  conjointly  with  the  trustees  of  the  testator’s  will, 
in  trust,  to  pay  the  dividends  and  produce  of  the  said  funds  and  securities  to  the 
master  of  the  Sunday  School  of  Padiham  for  the  time  being ; and  he  directed, 
that  the  said  sum  of  200/.  should  be  paid  by  his  executors,  Thomas  Clayton, 
Edmund  Hornby,  and  William  Hookes  Crompton,  esquires,  within  six  months 
after  his  decease,  free  from  legacy  duty,  and  all  other  deductions. 

This  legacy  has  not  yet  been  paid,  in  consequence  of  some  difficulties  which 
have  occurred  in  the  settlement  of  the  testator’s  affairs  ; but  we  are  informed 
that  arrangements  for  the  payment  of  it  will  shortly  be  made. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  WHITEWELL. 


Brabin’s  Charities. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  chapelry,  which  contains  the  townships  of  Little  Whitewell. 

Rowland  and  Leagrim,  are  entitled  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of  the  school  of  . ; 

Chipping,  founded  by  John  Brabin,  as  mentioned  in  a former  part  of  this  s^hanties 

Report. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  LEAGRIM. 


Walb.anke’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Walbanhe^  by  will,  dated  24th  May  1732,  as  stated  in  a former  part 
of  this  Report,  amongst  the  charities  in  the  parish  of  Chipping,  bequeathed  30/.; 
15  /.  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Leagrim,  attending  the  sermon 
preached  at  Chipping,  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day. 

This  sum  of  15  /.  was  taken  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  by  Mr.  Stephen 
Sparrow  of  Clitheroe,  and  was  placed  out  by  him  with  other  money,  in  the 
hands  of  Richard  Leeming,  who  has  given  a promissory  note  for  the  amount 
to  Mr.  Sparrow,  dated  11th  January  1804,  and  there  is  a memorandum  endorsed 
on  the  note,  stating  that  15/.  of  the  whole  sum  therein  mentioned,  was  the 
property  of  the  township  of  Leagrim,  to  whom  Mr.  Sparrow  was  accountable 
for  the  principal  and  interest. 

The  yearly  sum  of  155.  is  received  from  Mr.  Sparrow,  by  the  overseer  of 
Leagrim,  and  he  distributes  the  amount  at  Chipping  Church,  in  the  presence  of 
the  vicar,  amongst  all  the  poor  of  Leagrim,  who  attend  the  sermon  preached 
there  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  in  equal  sums. 


Leagrim. 

Walbaiike's 

Charity. 


Webster’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity,  arising  from  the  will  of  Alice  Webster,  dated  Webster’s  Charity. 
27th  April  1742,  under  which,  the  interest  of  18/.  was  to  be  given  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  her  executors  to  poor  householders  of  Leagrim  and  Chipping,  and 
of  the  distribution  of  I65.  per  annum,  as  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  18/.  and  of 
2/.  supposed  to  have  been  added  by  James  Webster,  the  brother  of  Alice,  have 
been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Chipping,  in  the 
present  Report. 


HUNDRED  OF  LEYLAND. 
PARISH  OF  BRINDLE. 


Free  School. 

There  is  a school  in  this  parish,  which  is  called  the  Free  Grammar  School, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by  Peter  Burscough,  of  Walton.  It 
is  kept  in  a building  adjoining  the  churchyard,  which  contains  a room  on 
the  ground  floor,  and  two  rooms  above,  in  the  occupation  of  the  school- 
master. This  building  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  parish. 

On  a tablet  in  the  church,  the  following  benefactions  are  mentioned: — 


1624, — Peter  Burscough,  of  Walton,  founder,  gave 
Christopher  Lucas  - - - . 

1 658, —Thomas  Shorrock  - 

1 700, — Thomas  Shorrock  - 

1722, — Edward  Blackledge  - - - _ 
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There  is  also  noticed,  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Bigot,  and  the  sub- 
scription referred  to  in  the  follovving  instrument : — 

By  articles  of  agreement,  made  2d  February  I72O,  between  John  Leigh  and 
five  others,  all  of  Brindle,  of  the  one  part ; and  the  Rev.  Henry  Pigot, 
rector  of  Brindle,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Henry  Pigot, 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  then  schoolmaster  and  his  successors,  had  pro- 
posed to  deposit  in  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Leigh  and  others,  the  sum  of 
40/.  as  soon  as  they  should  have  procured  20/.  by  contributions  in  the  said 
parish  of  Brindle,  or  otherwise,  to  the  end  that  such  several  sums  might  be 
placed  out  at  interest,  or  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  that  the  yearly 
produce  thereof  might  be  applied  for  the  better  support  and  maintenance  of 
the  master  of  the  said  school  and  his  successors  ; provided  that  such  master 
should  from  time  to  time  be  nominated  with  the  approbation  of  the  rector  of 
the  said  parish  for  the  time  being,  should  be  orthodox  in  his  principles,  and 
Rep.  15.  N 3 of 
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Bn^e.  of  the  Church  of  England,  should  teach  the  catechism,  and  should  be  diligent 
iVee  School,  in  the  said  school,  and  in  the  management  thereof  j and  upon  condition,  that 
continued.  ^ in  case  any  schoolmaster  should  not  be  nominated  and  qualified,  as  aforesaid, 

^ or  should  not  conform  to  these  articles,  the  produce  of  the  said  money  or  lands 

should  for  so  long  a time  be  added  to  the  principal,  for  the  increase  of  the  said 
charity ; and  reciting  that  the  sum  of  20  1.  had  been  raised  by  contributions, 
and  added  to  the  said  40/. ; it  was  agreed  by  the* said  parties,  that  the  same 
should  be  placed  out  on  good  security,  and  laid  out  in  land  as  soon  as  a con- 
venient opportunity  should  offer  j and  that  the  said  John  Leigh  and  others, 
and  all  future  trustees,  should  pay  the  produce  thereof  to  the  master  of  the  said 
school,  provided  he  should  be  nominated  and  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and  in 
default  thereof,  that  they  should  apply  the  same  for  the  increase  of  the  said 
charity. 

The  whole  amount  of  these  benefactions  was  'SOTJ 1.  \^Zs.  G d.  whereof  there 
was  remaining  in  the  year  1803,  the  sum  of  300/.  which  was  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  and  he  gave  a bond  for  the  same,  with  legal 
interest,  bearing  date  26th  November  1803,  to  Edward  Rodgett  and  five  others, 
the  then  trustees. 

The  principal  sum  has  since  been  increased  to  336/.  8 5.  'J^d.  by  the  addition 
of  the  interest,  which  has  accrued  during  times  when  the  school  has  been 
vacant ; the  additions  thus  made  are  endorsed  upon  the  bond  ; viz  : — 
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Making  up  with  the  original  sura  of 
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The  present  trustees  were  appointed  by  indenture,  bearing  date  24th  Decem- 
ber 1802,  whereby  after  reciting,  that  the  sum  of  300/.  theretofore  lent  to 
Sir  Henry  Hoghton  upon  bond,  in  the  names  of  trustees,  of  whom  Edward 
Rodgett  and  James  Livesay,  were  the  survivors,  was  money,  of  which  they 
were  possessed  in  trust  to  support  a free  school  in  Brindle,  the  said  Edward 
Rodgett  and  James  Livesay,  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brindle, 
appointed  Edward  Ramsbottom,  Nicholas  Rodgett,  John  Leigh,  Samuel 
Abbott,  and  Henry  Houlding,  trustees,  in  the  place  of  those  who  were  dead, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  themselves,  and  assigned  the  bond  for  the  said  sum 
of  300/.  to  them,  so  that  they  and  the  said  Edward  Rodgett  and  James  Livesay, 
should  be  possessed  of  the  same,  upon  the  trusts  on  which  the  same  w'as  then 
held. 

This  appointment  of  trustees  took  place,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  con- 
tained in  an  order  made  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancaster,  on  the  8th  September  1115,  whereby  seven  persons  were  then 
appointed  trustees,  and  it  was  directed,  that  whenever  three  of  the  said  trustees 
should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  within  six  weeks  afterwards  appoint  three 
other  substantial  persons,  inhabitants  of  Brindle,  to  the  intent,  that  the  affairs 
relating  to  the  said  school,  might  be  still  managed  by  seven  trustees,  who  were  to 
employ,  preserve  and  improve  the  stock  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  rector,  and  receives  the  interest  of  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
amounting  to  l6/.  I65.  4^c/.  per  annum,  and  he  has  also,  besides  the  use  of 
the  building  adjoining  the  church-yard,  a pew  in  the  church,  which  he  lets  for 
15  5.  a year. 

For  this  income,  he  takes  all  the  children  of  the  parish,  who  applv,  and 
instructs  them  in  reading  without  any  charge,  but  for  writing  and  arithmetic  he 
receives  a small  quarterage.  It  does  not  appear  that  applications  have  been 
at  any  time  made  for  classical  instruction,  and  though  called  the  Free  Grammar 
School,  it  seems  never  to  have  borne  that  character. 

Poor’s  Stock,  including  Bl.\ckledge’s  Gift  for  Books. 

Poor’s  Stock,  includ-  By  indenture,  bearing  date  30th  April  1732,  between  Richard  Leigh,  of 

rVf Brindle,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Leigh,  of  Bolton-le-Moors,  Alexander 
1 01  oois.  Leigh,  James  Walmsiey,  Edward  Rodgett,  and  John  Wilcock,  all  of  Brindle, 
of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  Henry  Gorton,  by  will,  dated  27th  Septem- 
ber, 1684,  after  leaving  several  legacies,  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal 

.estate 
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estate  to  Thomas  Sharrock,  of  Brindle,  to  be  disposed  of  at  his  discretion,  Brindle. 

in  the  hands  of  feoffees  and  trustees,  for  the  poor  of  Brindle,  and  that  such  , . 

residue,  amounted  to  92/.;  and  also  reciting,  that  John  Stanfield,  by  inden-  in^BbcSge’s'^ 
ture,  bearing  date  6th  June  1688,  authorized  Richard  Stanfield,  of  Wrighting-  Gift  for  Books, 

ton,  and  Richard  Stanfield,  of  Croston,  to  raise  40/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  ^ continued. 

purchase  of  land,  or  to  be  otherwise  placed  out,  the  produce  to  be  distri-  ^ 

buted,  three  parts  thereof  to  the  poor  of  Brindle,  and  one-fourth  to  the 
poor  of  Walton  : that  Thomas  Shorrocic,  by  will,  dated  10th  August  l697> 
bequeathed  to  trustees,  30/.  the  yearly  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  of  Brindle,  and  that  Ellen  Clayton  had  given  20/.  for 
the  like  purpose ; and  also  reciting,  that  Richard  Leigh  was  trustee  of 

certain  other  charity  money,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  20/.  the  interest  of 

which  was  to  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of  books,  to  be  given  amongst  the 
poor  children  of  Brindle  ; and  reciting,  that  the  30  /.  part  of  the  gift  of  John 
' Stanfield,  and  the  other  charity  monies  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  172  /. 
had  been  increased  by  the  accumulation  of  interest  to  200/.;  it  is  witnessed, 
that  the  said  Richard  Leigh  appointed  the  said  John  Leigh  and  others  trustees, 
with  himself,  for  the  said  charities;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  said  sum.  of 
200/.  should  continue  as  a stock  for  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid,  upon  trust, 
that  the  said  trustees' should  place  the  same  out  on  good  security,  the  yearly 
interest  or  produce  of  180/.  part  thereof,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish,  every  Saint  Andrew’s  day,  or  within  three  m.onths  next  fol- 
lowing, in  such  proportions,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  should  think  fit,  and  the  yearly  interest  of  20/.  residue 
thereof,  to  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of  books,  which  should  be  given  and  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  ; and  it  was  provided, 
that  when  any  three  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survi- 
vors should  appoint  three  or  more  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish. 

It  appears  from  a tablet  in  the  church,  that  the  sum  of  20/.  of  which 
Richard  Leigh  was  trustee,  was  given  by  the  will  of  Edward  Blackledge,  in  1722, 
to  buy  books  for  poor  children. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  5th  May  1810,  reciting  the  indenture  of  1782, 
and  further  reciting,  that  by  indenture  of  mortgage,  bearing  date  2d  December 
1807,  made  between  James  Lomax  and  14  others,  all  of  Blackburn,  surviving 
trustees  of  the  church  of  Saint  Paul’s,  at  Blackburn,  and  the  lands  thereto  be- 
longing, of  the  first  part ; and  John  Wilcock  and  James  Walmsley,  the  then 
trustees  for  the  above  mentioned  charities,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  James 
Lomax  and  others  had  demised  to  the  said  John  Wilcock  and  James  Walmsley, 
a parcel  of  ground  adjoining  the  north-west  corner  of  the  burial  ground 
belonging  to  the  church  of  Saint  Paul’s,  in  Blackburn,  and  the  house  thereon 
erected  for  the  minister  of  the  said  church,  for  1,000  years  from  the  date 
thereof,  redeemable  on  the  payment  of  200/.  with  lawful  interest  for  the 
same  ; the  said  James  Walmsley  assigned  the  said  mortgage  to  Edward 
Rodgett,  Edward  Ramsbottom,  Thomas  Leigh  (since  deceased),  John  Leigh, 
and  Richard  Burton,  as  trustees  for  the  said  charities,  upon  the  trusts  declared 
in  the  indenture  of  1782. 

The  interest  on  the  mortgage  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  10/.  per 
annum,  is  received  by  Edward  Rodgett,  of  Brindle,  one  of  the  trustees  of  this 
charity,  from  the  trustees  of  Saint  Paul’s  church,  Blackburn. 

Out  of  this  sum,  1 /.  is  annually  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  who  lays  it  out  in 
the  purchase  of  books,  which  he  distributes  amongst  the  most  deserving  poor 
children  of  the  school ; and  the  residue  is  distributed  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day, 
together  with  that  portion  of  the  rent  of  the  farm  called  Shuttlingfields,  which 
belongs  to  this  parish,  equally  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the  parish.  A regular 
account  is  made  out  by  the  scooolmaster,  which  is  signed  by  such  of  the 
parishioners  as  attend  the  distribution.  At  the  making  up  of  the  account.s,  on 
Saint  Thomas’s  day,  1824,  there  appeared  to  be  a balance  of  1 /.  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Edward  Ramsbottom ; but  he  has  since  paid  5s.  to  two  poor  persons,  and 
the  sum  of  6/.  s.  lOd.  to  a solicitor,  as  a moiety  of  his  account  for  preparing’ 
new  trust  deeds  of  the  Shuttlingfields  estate. 

. . \ 

Shuttlingfields  Estate.  . . 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  a moiety  of  the  rent  of  a farm  called  Shuttlingfields,  Shuttlingfields 

now  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  50/.  the  particulars, of  which  will  be  found  in  our  Estate. 
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account  of  the  charities  belonging  to  the  township  of  Walton-le-Dale,  in  the 
parish  of  Blackburn. 

■ The  amount  which  has  been  received  for  the  poor  of  Brindle,  has  hitherto 
amounted  to  12/.  only ; the  residue  of  the  rents  beyond  the  two  sums  of  12/. 
each  having  been  expended  in  putting  tlie  farm-buildings  into  repair ; but  as 
the  expenses  thus  incurred  are  now  paid  off,  this  parish  will  be  entitled  to  one 
moiety  of  the  improved  rent,  without  any  deduction. 

There  is  also  a sum  of  146/.  185.  belonging  to  this  parish,  which  was  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  deposited  in  the  Old  Bank,  in  Preston,  bearing  interest  at 
the  rate  of  two  and  a half  per  cent.  This  money  arose  from  a sale  of  timber, 
cut  upon  the  Shuttlingfields  estate,  the  produce  of  which  was  divided  equally 
between  this  parish  and  the  township  of  Walton-le-Dale.  The  share  belonging 
to  this  parish,  amounting  to  92/.  35.  Qd.  was  placed  in  the  bank,  in  July  1811, 
and  the  interest  accruing  thereon  from  time  to  time  has  been  added  to  the 
principal,  so  as  to  make  up  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  146/.  185. 

Since  our  investigation  took  place,  we  have  been  informed,  that  the  money 
has  been  laid  out  on  mortgage  of  certain  premises  in  Over  Darwen,  belonging 
to  Alexander  Kay,  at  five  per  cent  interest. 
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School. 

In  an  old  manuscript  book,  relating  to  the  charities  of  Chorley,  is  entered 
the  copy  of  a document,  purporting  to  be  “ The  certificate  of  William  Hawks- 
head  and  Thomas  Aniscow,  churchwardens  of  Chorley,  concerning  the  erection 
of  the  school-house,”  and  dated  in  1634  j from  which  it  appears,  that  in  l6ll, 
it  was  agreed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Chorley,  that  a school-house  should  be 
erected  at  the  parish  charges,  and  should  be  set  part  within  the  church-yard 
and  part  within  the  tythe  barn-yard,  to  the  end  that  neither  the  vicar  or 
minister  of  the  church  or  chapel,  nor  the  farmer  of  the  tithes,  should  have 
power  to  convert  it  to  any  other  use,  but  that  it  should  remain  a school-house 
for  ever ; that  towards  the  building,  Robert  Charnoch,  of  Astley,  gave  the 
bricks,  and  6/.  in  money;  and  that  every  inhabitant,  liable  to  a fifteenth,  gave 
twenty  fifteenths,  whei*eupon  it  was  erected,  according  to  the  same  agreement. 

William  Mason^  whose  charitable  donations  are  hereinafter  more  particularly 
mentioned,  gave  205.  per  annum  to  the  use  of  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  a school 
at  Chorley,  which  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  James  Talbot,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
poor’s  lands,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  estate  at  Ingol,  given  by  William  Mason. 

The  following  legacies  are  also  stated  to  have  been  given,  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  thereof,  to  the  master  of  this  school,  but  we  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  any  further  particulars  of  these  bequests  : — 


Hugh  Cooper 

£,  s.  d. 
100  - - 

Heald  - 

- 

50  - - 

James  Allanson 

- 

20  - - 

Brown 

- 

10  - - 

£. 

i8o  - - 

These  sums,  amounting  to  180/.  were,  in  1800,  applied  towards  building 
a workhouse  for  the  parish  of  Chorley,  upon  the  poor’s  lands  hereinafter 
mentioned,  and  the  interest  of  them,  at  .5  per  cent,  being  Q/.  per  annum,  is 
now  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  Mr.  James  Talbot,  out  of  the  rents  received 
by  him. 

The  only  security  that  appears  to  have  been  given  for  this  money  is  a pro- 
misory  note,  dated  22d  December  1800,  and  signed  by  John  Threlfall,  Edmund 
Leigh  and  William  Leigh,  by  which,  after  stating  that  Hugh  Cooper  directed, 
by  his  will,  that  the  yearly  interest  of  100/.  should  be  paid  to  th-e  master,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  church  school,  in  Chorley;  and  that  three  persons,  of  the 
names  of  Heald,  Allanson  and  Brown,  directed  that  the  interest  of  three  sumS; 
of /JO/.  10/.  and  20/.  should  be  applied  to  the  like  purpose;  and  that  the  said 
several  sums  had  been  expended  in  erecting  a workhouse  in  Chorley,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  thereof,  the  said  John  Threlfall,  Edmund  Leigh  and 
William  Leigh,  promised  to  p.ay  to  Mr.  Henry  Brierlyj  and  his  successors,- 
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masters  of’tliesaid  school,  9^-  yearly,  on  the  20th  December,  being  the  interest 
of  the  said  several  sums  at  5 per  cent,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
workhouse. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  schoolmaster  receives  15s.  from  the  steward  of 
Ladv  Hoghton  ; but  it  is  not  known  in  respect  of  whose  gift  the  latter  pay- 
ment is  made.  The  estate  of  Astley,  which  appears  from  the  certificate  above 
stated  to  have  been  the  residence  of  Mr.  Robert  Charnock,  the  principal 
contributor  to  the  building  of  the  school,  is  now  the  property  of  Lady 
Hoghton. 

The  master  also  receives  5 s.  a year  from Bradley,  as  the  rent  of  a very 

small  piece  of  uninclosed  ground,  which  was  allotted,  in  respect  of  the  school, 
upon  the  inclosing  of  the  common  lands  of  Chorley,  and  which  is  used  by  him 
as  a road  to  his  premises. 

Upon  a late  enlargement  of  the  church-yard  of  Chorley,  the  school  has  been 
rebuilt  by  the  parishioners. 

The  present  schoolmaster,  and  several  of  his  predescessors,  were  appointed 
by  the  rector  of  the  parish. 

The  master  takes  both  boarders  and  day  scholars,  some  of  whom  receive 
a classical  and  others  a commercial  education  ; but  no  boys  are  taught  free  of 
expense,  nor  have  we  found  any  trace  of  their  having  ever,  been  any  free 
scholars  in  this  school. 

The  above-mentioned  old  book  contains  a statement,  that  a sum  of  86/.  35.  4td. 
was  given  to  this  school  in  1648,  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Major  General 
Ashton’s  brigade,  being  arrears  due  to  them  ; that  interest  was  afterwards  paid 
to  the  schoolmaster  by  two  persons,  in  whose  hands  part  of  this  sum  was  placed; 
and  that,  on  an  application  made  by  the  schoolmaster  to  the  Court  of  Chancery 
of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancastei',  in  consequence  of  the  interest  not  being 
paid  by  Mr.  Robinson,  one  of  those  persons,  it  was  decreed  that  he  should 
pay  the  money  into  court,  and  that  new  trustees  of  it  should  be  appointed. 
From  another  document,  it  appears  that  thes  um  paid  into  court  by  Air.  Ro- 
binson was  35/.  185.  d.  which  was  paid  over  to  the  trustees  in  I667,  but  all 
traces  of  this  .sura  appear  to  have  been  long  since  lost. 

Poor’s  Lands,  or  Hodgson’s  Charity. 

In  the  before-mentioned  old  book,  it  is  stated,  that  William  Hodgson,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  31st  October  1624,  gave  100/.  to  Margery  his  wife,  to  the 
intent  that  she  should,  within  twelve  months,  purchase  lands  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  51.  and  hold  the  sann^  to  her  use  for  life,  which  should  after  her 
I decease  go  to  the  churchwardens,  parishioners  and  ov^erseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Chorley,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  native  poor  and  succeeding 
poor  inhabitants  within  the  said  parish,  and  towards  the  necessary  clothing  and 
apparelling  the  neediest  poor  with  hose,  shoes,  shirts  and  such  like  things ; 
and  directed,  that  if  his  wife  should  not  purchase  the  said  yearly  rent  of  5 /. 
within  the  time  limited,  she  should  within  eighteen  months  pay  to  the  said 
churchwardens,  parishioners  and  overseers,  the  said  100/.  to  purchase  the  .said 
yearly  rent  of  5/. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  June  1655,  between  John  Raw- 
linson  the  elder,  and  John  Rawlinson  the  younger,  of  the  one  part ; and  Richard 
Standish,  Alexander  Rigbye,  Edward  Robinson,  Richard  Crosse,  James  Parker 
and  Roger  Haydock,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  by  an  inquisition,  taken 
at  Chorley,  4th  March  1652,  before  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  and  by 
their  decree  thereupon  certified  unto  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancaster  on  27th  December  1653,  it  appeared  that  the  said  com- 
missioners had  decreed  that  Richard  Chorley  and  John  Rawlinson  the  elder, 
and  the  executors  and  administrators  of  Ralph  Leaver,  should,  in  respect  of 
their  inis-einployment,  pay  the  sum  of  100/.  given  by  William  Hodgson  to  the 
native  poor  of  Chorley,  with  interest,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  decree,  into 
the  hands  of  the  said  Richard  Standish,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second 
part,  for  the  trusts  in  the  said  decree  specified ; and  reciting,  that  by  an  order 
made  in  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  19th  July  1654,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
said  Richard  Chorley  and  John  Rawlinson  the  elder,  should  forthwith  pay 
the  said  100/.  to  the  said  trustees,  and  for  interest,  from  4th  March  1640,  till 
1st  September  1642,  after  the  rate  8 percent,  20/. ; and  from  1st  September  1642, 
to  1st  February  1648,  after  the  ratp  qf  4 per  cenC  21/,  13^'.  4(/.  j and  from 
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Choiley.  1st  February  1648,  to  19th  July  1654,  after  the  rate  of  6 per  cent,  32Z. and 

the  sum  of  8/.  received  for  interest  of  John  Crook,  and  the  sum  of  981.  received 

Poor’s  Lands,  or  of  Richard  Hinde,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  201 /.  135.  4 rf.  the 

° ^contLue(L^'^^’  Said  Richard  Chorley  and  John  Rawlinson  the  elder,  being  allowed  thereout 

\ the  sum  of  14/. ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Rawlinson  the  elder,  in 

performance  of  the  said  decree,  and  the  said  John  Rawlinson  the  younger, 
in  consideration  of  5s.  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  Richard  Standish  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  a place  called 
Eaves  Lane,  in  the  township  of  Chorley,  and  the  several  closes  called  the 
Kiln  Croft,  the  Barn  Croft,  the  Tarn  Croft,  the  Barn  Field,  the  Winter  Pasture, 
the  Barley  Croft,  the  Little  Meadow,  and  the  Middlemost  Hay,  together  with 
four  parcels  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Bagganley  Brook,  all  the  said 
premises,  containing  by  estimation  17  acres,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  trustees 
and  their  heirs,  should  employ  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  native  poor  within  the  town  of  Chorley : And  the  said 
Richard  Standish  and  others  covenanted,  that  when  three  of  them  should  die, 
the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  premises  to  three  of  the  chiefest  gentlemen 
and  yeomen,  dwelling  near  the  town  of  Chorley,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of 
them  and  the  same  survivors  upon  the  same  trusts. 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  20th  June  1659,  reciting  a defeazance,  bearing 
date  15th  June  1655,  by  which  the  said  Richard  Standish  and  the  other  trustees 
before  mentioned,  covenanted  with  the  said  John  Rawlinson,  the  elder,  and 
John  Rawlinson,  the  younger,  that  if  either  of  them  should  pay  to  the  said 
Richard  Standish  and  others,  the  sum  of  196/.  85.  8d.  on  any  2d  of  February, 
within  seven  years,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  yearly  sum  of  11/.  9s.  on  every 
2d  February,  for  interest,  the  before  mentioned  conveyance  should  be  void ; 
and  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Rawlinson,  the  elder,  and  Richard  Crosse, 
had  died,  and  that  default  had  been  made  in  the  payment  of  the  said 
196/.  85.  Sd.  ; and  that  therefore,  the  said  John  Rawlinson,  the  younger,  was 
willing  to  settle  the  absolute  estate  of  the  said  premises  on  the  said  Richard 
Standish  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  freed  from  the  said  power  of  redemption  ; 
he,  the  said  John  Rawlinson,  in  consideration  of  236/.  9s.  0\d.  paid  by  the 
said  Richard  Standish  and  others,  trustees  before  mentioned,  except  the  said 
Richard  Crosse,  released  to  them  and  their  heirs,  tiie  said  indenture  of  defea- 
zance, and  the  right  of  redemption  of  the  said  premises. 

The  above  mentioned  sum  of  236/.  9s.  0\d.  stated  to  be  the  consideratiori 
for  the  release  of  this  right  of  redemption,  was  probably  composed  of  the 
before  mentioned  principal  sum  of  196/.  8 s.  8d.  and  the  interest  remaining  due 
thereon,  at  the  date  of  the  release. 

It  appears  from  the  recitals  in  a subsequent  trust  deed,  that  the  above  men- 
tioned premises  were  inider  the  direction  of  a decree  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery, 
made  l6th  October  1663,  conveyed  to  Alexander  Rigbye  and  11  others,  and 
their  heirs,  for  the  use  of  the  native  poor  of  Chorley,  with  a proviso,  that  when 
six  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  same  to  12  sub- 
stantial persons,  inhabiting  near  the  township  of  Chorley,  and  that  the  same 
course  should  be  observed  in  future. 

By  indenture'  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  11th  February  1772,  Peter 
Brooke  and  seven  others,  the  then  surviving  trustees  of  these  lands,  named  in 
a trust  deed,  dated  in  1753,  under  the  powers  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  for 
inclosing  the  common  grounds  in  the  manor  of  Chorley,  granted  to  Thomas 
Crosse  and  his  heirs,  a close  in  Chorley,  being  part  of  the  land  called  Street’s 
Lands,  containing,  by  estimation,  1 a.  & 20  p.  customary  measure,  and  a close 
on  the  east  side  of  a lane  called  Eaves  Lane,  being  parcel  of  the  common 
grounds  allotted  to  the  said  trustees,  and  containing,  by  estimation,  34  perches, 
customary  measure,  in  exchange  for  a close  situate  on  the  south  side  of  a lane 
on  Knowley  Moor,  in  Chorley,  leading  to  Bagganley,  abutting  to  the  west  upon 
a parcel  of  land  allotted  to  the  said  trustees,  containing,  by  estimation, 
1 A.  2 R.  3 p.  customary  measure,  parcel  of  the  common  grounds  allotted  to  the 
said  Thomas  Crosse,  which  he  by  the  same  deed  conveyed  to  them. 

The  present  surviving  trustees  of  this  charity,  are  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton* 
baronet,  William  Hawshead,  W.  T.  Mason,  Henry  Hoghton,  Thomas  Crosse, 
Robert  Townley  Parker,  James  Talbot,  and  Thomas  Hawkshead,  under  the 
last  trust  deeds  thereof,  bearing  date '20th  and  21st  January -1814,  whereby 
the  premises  specified  in  the  deed  of  1655,  except-  the  -close  containing 
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1 A.  & i20  p.  exchanged  with  Mr.  Thomas  Crosse,  as  above  mentioned,  were  Chorley. 

conveyed,  together  with  the  close  received  from  Mr. Crosse  by  the  trustees,  upon  py^j.-5.*L^ds  or 
that  exchange,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  HodgsL’s^Charity, 
trusts  aforesaid.  continued. 

The  trust  property  consists  of: — ' ^ ^ 

1.  — An  estate,  comprising  several  fields,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Eaves 
Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Chorley,  which  contain  in  the  whole,  according  to 
a survey  made  in  1813,  14  a.  'k  15  p.  customary  measure  of  seven  and  a half 
yards  to  the  pole.  A part  thereof,  comprising  2 r.  6 p.  forms  the  site  of  the 
parish  workhouse,  and  a garden  occupied  therewith.  The  whole  of  this  pro- 
perty is  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Chorley,  as 
yearly  tenants,  at  the  rent  of  ^1/.  45.  per  annum,  for  the  workhouse  and 
garden,  which  appears  to  have  been  of  the  same  amount  from  1801  to  the 
present  time;  and  of  55/.  per  annum  for  the  residue  of  the  land,  to  which 
amount  the  rent  was  lowered,  from  65/.  in  1821,  upon  the  valuation  of 
a surveyor.  The  workhouse  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  trustees. 

2.  — Five  small  closes,  containing  2a.  1 r.  16p.  situate  at  a place  in  the 
parish  of  Chorley,  called  Botany  Bay,  (in  which  is  included  the  land  taken  in 
exchange  from  Mr.  Crosse,  in  1772),  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Withnell, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  12/.  per  annum,  to  which  amount  it  was  reduced 
in  1821,  from  15/. 

A part  of  the  present  workhouse  appears  to  have  been  built  by  the  trustees 
of  this  charity,  about  the  year  I789,  and  an  addition  to  it,  made  by  them,  in  the 
years  1800  and  1801. 

The  documents  produced  to  us  do  not  enable  us  to  state  with  accuracy,  the 
total  amount  of  the  sums  expended  in  these  buildings;  but  we  think  it  may 
be  collected  from  the  accounts,  that  the  following  sums  were  applied  towards 
those  expenses : — 

1. — A sum  of  85/.  arising  from  the  following  donations  to  the  poor  of 
Chorley,  viz.  Heald’s  gift  of  50/.,  Woodcock’s  gift  of  20/.,  Allanson’s  gift  of  10/., 
and  Foal’s  gift  of  5 /.  ; all  of  which  will  be  mentioned  in  a subsequent  part  of 
this  report. 

' 2. — A sum  of  200/.  arising  from  the  various  gifts  to  the  grammar  school  of 
Chorley,  to  the  amount  of  180  /.  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  stated, 

and  from  two  sums  of  10/.  each,  given  by  James  Allanson  and Lawson, 

the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the  officiating  minister  of  Chorley,  for 
preaching  a sermon  on  Christmas-day.  10/.  per  annum,  as  being  the  interest 
of  this  sum  of  200/.  is  now  received  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  by  the 
trustees  of  the  poor’s  lands,  in  addition  to  the  rent  of  2J  /.  45.  for  the  workhouse, 
and  9/.  thereof  is  paid  over  by  them  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  1/.  to  the 
minister. 

' 3.— A sum  of  140/.  which  appears  to  have  been  paid  in  1801,  by  Mr.  John 
.Hollinshead,  the  owner  of  the  lands  charged  with  two  annuities  of  6/.  and  1/. 
in  respect  of  Hugh  Cooper’s  charity,  hereinafter  mentioned,  since  which  time 
the  payment  of  those  annuities  has  been  considered  a charge  upon  the  work- 
house,  and  has  been  paid  by  the  trustees  of  the  poor’s  lands. 

4. — A sum  of  172/.  155.  which  had  been  received  for  a portion  of  the  poor’s 
lands  sold  to  the  Lancaster  Canal  Company,  and  now  forming  part  of  that  canal. 

We  do  not  find  that  any  sums  were  advanced  towards  the  building  of  the 
workhouse  from  tne  parochial  funds. 

• The  present  reduced  rents  received  for  the  lands  held  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  by  Thomas  Withnell,  are  considered  to  be  their  fair  annual  value. 

We  are  also  informed,  that  the  rent  of  21  /.  4 5.  per  annum,  paid  by  the  overseers 
for  the  occupation  of  the  workhouse  and  garden,  with  the  addition  of  10/.  per 
annum,  paid  by  them,  as  the  interest  of  the  200/.  above  mentioned,  is  considered 
as  much  as  those  premises  are  reasonably  worth ; but  it  will  appear  from  the 
following  statement,  taken  from  the  accounts  of  the  trustees,  of  the  expenditure 
in  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  workhouse  and  lands  during  10  years,  from 
1815  to  1824  inclusive,  that  if  the  sums  which  have  been  laid  out  upon  the 
buildings  only,  are  deducted  from  the  rent  received  for  the  workhouse  and 
garden  during  that  period,  a very  small  balance  will  remain  as  the  clear  rent 
thereof,  not  even  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  sums  of  85/.  arising  from 
the  charity  of  Heald  and  others,  and  of  140/.  arising  from  Cooper’s  charity,  for 
which  it  seems  to  have  been  intended,  that  the  workhouse  should  be  considered 
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Chorley. 

Poor’s  Lands,  or 
Hodgson’s  Charity, 
continued. 


a security,  in  addition  to  the  200/.  of  which  the  overseers  now  pay  the 
interest. 


1815.  — To  cash  paid  for  stone  and  carting  for  draining,  being  the  share  of 

expense  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  trustees  _ . _ _ 

For  repairs  of  the  buildings 

1816.  — For  stone  and  carting- for  draining 

For  sundry  repairs  of  the  workhouse 

1817.  — For  new  gates  for  the  farm  -------- 

For  repairs  for  workhouse  ------ 

1818.  — For  new  gates,  &c.  for  the  farms  ------- 

For  repairs  for  workhouse  - --  --  --  - 

1819.  — For  d°  d“  -------- 

For  a new  pump  and  sinking  a well  ------ 

1820.  — To  cash  paid  for  sundry  repairs  for  the  workhouse,  viz.  new  flagging 

the  old  farmhouse  and  large  yard,  and  repairing  the  roof  - 

1821.  — For  repairs  at  the  farm  - --  --  --  - 

For  repairs  at  workhouse  - --  --  --  - 

1822.  — D° 

1823. -0°  - - 

1824.  — D°,  for  new  windows  --------- 


Total  - - - £. 


£.  d. 
14  19  6 

458 
6 15  - 

2 7 lof 
2 13  - 
14  16  5 
6-6 

- 19  11 
9 15  8 

39  H 10 

65  14  4 
2148 
1 3 2 

10  6 7 

- 13  - 

31  8 5 


214  8 6^ 


It  therefore  appears  to  us,  that  the  former  trustees  of  the  diarity  cannot  be 
considered  as  having  acted  advantageously  for  the  charity,  in  erecting  the 
workhouse  on  these  lands,  and  in  undertaking  to  keep  the  buildings  in  repair, 
thus  combining  the  charity  with  the  maintenance  of  a habitation  for  the 
paupers  of  Chorley,  which  ought  to  have  been  provided  at  the  expense  of 
the  parish. 

The  application  also  of  the  funds,  arising  from  other  charities,  towards 
building  the  workhouse,  without  security  being  provided  for  the  interest  of  any 
of  them,  except  a promissory  note,  given  for  the  180/.  belonging  to  the  school, 
as  before  mentioned,  appears  to  have  been  a very  irregular  proceeding.  The 
workhouse  is  a large  building,  and  although  it  is  stated  to  be  now  in  fair  condi- 
tion, it  may  be  exjiected,  as  it  becomes  older,  to  require  larger  annual  sums  to  keep 
it  in  repair,  which  would  still  further  encroach  upon  the  income  of  the  charity. 
There  is,  however,  no  obligation  upon  the  trustees  to  continue  the  present 
mode  of  occupation  of  the  buildings  ; and  we  conceive,  that  it  may  be  a fit 
subject  for  their  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  advantageous  to 
the  charity,  that  a fresh  contract  should  be  made  with  the  parishioners  of 
Chorley,  for  a clear  rent  of  fair  amount,  the  repairs  of  the  workhouse  being 
charged  upon  the  parochial  funds.  If  this  should  not  be  agreed  to  on  the 
part  of  the  parishioners,  we  conceive,  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees, 
to  endeavour  to  let  the  buildings  for  other  purposes,  on  terms  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  charity,  than  those  on  which  they  are  at  present  held. 

Mr.  James  Talbot,  one  of  the  trustees,  has  had  the  principal  management  of 
this  charity  from  1815  to  the  present  time. 

In  addition  to  the  rent  and  interest  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Talbot  receives 
the  rent  of  some  gardens  behind  the  almshouses,  founded  by  Hugh  Cooper; 
and  also  the  rent  of  an  estate  at  Ingol,  belonging  to  Mason’s  charity,  and  makes 
the  payments  on  account  of  those  charities,  which  will  be  hereinafter  stated,  in 
addition  to  the  items  of  expenditure  which  have  been  already  noticed. 

For  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  remaining  in  his  hands,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  being  composed  of  the  portion  of  the  income  of  Mason’s  charity^ 
hereinafter  mentioned,  applicable  to  the  poor  of  Chorley,  and  of  the  clear 
in<iome  of  the  poor’s  lands,  including  the  interest  of  the  donations  of  Allanson, 
Heald,  Woodcock  and  Foal,  and  1/.  arising  from  Hugh  Cooper’s  gift  to  the 
poor,  an  annual  meeting  is  held  at  the  Royal  Oak  Inn,  in  the  town  of  Chorley, 
on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  which  is  attended  by  Mr.  James  Talbot,  but  seldom  by 
any  other  of  the  trustees,  by  the  minister  of  Chorley,  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton’s  steward,  who  makes  out  the  annual  accounts. 
The  constable  also  attends  to  preserve  order  amongst  the  poor,  who  assemble 
to  receive  the  distribution,  which  is  then  made  to  them  in  small  sums,  varying 
from  about  2s . to  75.  in  proportion  to  their  necessities,  according  to  lists  made 
out  annually.  Poor  persons  belonging  to  the  parish,  although  not  residing  in 
it,  are  allowed  to  partake  of  the  charity,  which  is  not  in  general  extended  to 

such 
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such  as  are  receiving  parochial  relief;  but  persons  very  poor,  old,  or  in  great 
distress,  receiving  such  relief,  are  not  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  dis- 
tribution. 

The  distribution  occupies  many  hours,  and  after  it  is  concluded,  the  persons 
assisting  at  it,  dine  together  at  the  expense  of  the  charity. 

The  amount  of  the  distribution,  and  of  the  expenses  attending  it,  for  the 


;ars  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  was  as  follows: — 

1822. 

£.  s.  d. 

1823. 

£.  s.  d. 

1824. 
£.  5. 

Distributed  to  the  poor  - - - - 

56  13  6 

57  M - 

57  13 

Expenses  of  distribution,  including  room 
5s.  and  waiter  2 s.  6 

11110 

234 

1 14 

Entering  the  accounts,  and  book  for  the 
annual  list  of  the  poor  _ . _ 

- 10  , - 

- 10  - 

- 10 

Paid  the  overseers  of  the  poor 

- 5 - 

- 5 - 

- 5 

Paid  the  constable  - - _ _ 

- 3 - 

- 3 - 

- 3 

£. 

59  3 4 

60  15  4 

Go  6 

It  has  been  suggested  to  us,  that  the  small  sums  thus  distributed  are  of  very 
little  benefit  to  the  individuals  receiving  them,  and  we  think,  that  the  trustees 
would  do  well  to  consider,  whether  they  might  not  bestow  the  annual  income  of 
the  charities  more  advantageously,  in  a distribution  of  clothing,  or  other  useful 
articles  to  the  poor. 

An  annual  sum  of  2/.  25.  is  usually  paid  by  Mr.  Talbot,  out  of  the  fund, 
to  the  minister  of  Chorley,  to  be  distributed  among  the  sick  poor,  at  his 
discretion  ; and  if  any  balance  remains  in  Mr.  Talbot’s  hands,  it  is  given  by  him 
to  the  poor,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  in  money,  blankets,  or  coals. 

No  audit  of  Mr.  Talbot’s  general  accounts  has  of  late  years  taken  place, 
which  omission  appears  to  have  been  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of 
the  other  trustees  at  the  annual  meetings. 

It  is  desirable,  that  distinct  accounts  should  in  future  be  kept  of  each  charity, 
and  that  they  should  be  annually  audited  by  the  trustees. 

Mason’s  Charity. 

In  the  before-mentioned  old  book  it  is  stated,  that  William  Maso7i,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  21st  April  1638,  gave  to  Richard  Chorley,  Thomas  Gillibrand, 
John  Parker,  Thomas  AFasley,  Robert  Whittle,  and  John  Ravvlinson,  and  their 
heirs,  one  cottage,  two  gardens,  and  six  acres  of  land  in  Ingol,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  and  directed,  that  after  the  decease  of  his  mother,  the  feoffees  and 
their  heirs  should  stand  seised  of  the  said  premises,  for  raising  out  of  the 
issues  and  profits,  to  Thomas  Mason  and  his  heirs,  205.  yearly,  and  205.  a year, 
towards  the  maintenance  of  Arthur  Mason  ; and  that  the  rest  of  the  issues  and 
profits  of  the  premises  should  go  to  the  said  feoffees  and  their  heirs,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  native  poor  people  of  Chorley  and  Duxbury. 

In  the  same  book,  it  is  added,  that  the  testator  afterwards  revoked  the  gift 
of  20  5.  per  annum  to  Arthur  Mason,  and  gave  the  same  to  the  use  of  a 
schoolmaster  to  teach  a school  at  Chorley,  and  that  the  20  5.  per  annum,  left 
to  Thomas  Mason,  was  purchased  of  him  by  Robert  Winstanley. 

A¥e  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  that  any  appointment  of  new  trustees 
has  ever  taken  place  since  the  time  of  the  original  donation  of  these  lands  ; but 
the  management  of  the  property  has  been  for  many  years  past  united  with 
that  of  the  poor’s  lands,  although  not  included  in  the  trust  deeds  thereof. 

The  property  at  Ingol,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Preston,  consists  of  a house 
and  outbuildings  and  five  closes,  containing  in  the  whole,  5a.  2r.  12p.  cus- 
tomary measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  pole,  in  the  occupation  of  .John  Noblet, 
under  an  agreement  made  with  the  trustees  of  the  poor’s  • lands,  for  a term 
of  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1822,  at  a fair  yearly  rent  of  20.^.  The  pre- 
ceding rent  was  21-  /. 

The  rent  is  received  by  Mr.  James  Talbot,  who  pays  thereout,  according  to 
the  donor’s  direction,  1 /.  per  annum  to  the  master  of  the  school  of  Chorley  ; 
and  in  respect  of  the  gift  to  Thomas  Mason  and  his  heirs,  i /.  per  annum  to 
Mrs.  Hough,  in  her  own  right ; he  also  pays  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  one 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Duxbury,  a moiety  of  the  residue 
of  the  clear  yearly  rent,  after  deducting  any  sums  allowed  for  repairs,  the 
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application  of  which  moiety  will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the 
township  of  Dnxbury,  in  the  course  of  this  report. 

The  share  paid  to  Duxbury,  was — 

£.  s.  d. 

Ill  1818 10  - - 

1819  10  - - 

Q f No  clear  rent,  an  addition  having  been  made  to  the 
barn,  and  repairs  done  to  the  out-buildings,  the 
* " t cost  of  which  was  46/. 

1822  718- 

1823  81710 

1824  - 904 

The  share  of  the  rent  belonging  to  Chorley,  forms  part  of  the  distribution  to 
the  poor  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in 
the  above  account  of  the  poor’s  lands. 

Cooper’s  Almshouse,  and  Gift  to  the  Poor. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  June,  1780, 
between  Peter  Brooke,  esquire,  nephew  and  heir  at  law  of  Richard  Brooke, 
esquire,  deceased,  of  the  first  part ; Legh  Crosse  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  only 
child  and  heir-at-law  of  William  Cooper,  deceased,  who  was  only  surviving  son 
and  heir-at-law  of  Richard  Cooper,  deceased,  who  was  eldest  son  and  heir-at-law 
of  William  Cooper,  deceased,  of  the  second  part ; Sir  Frank  Standish,  baronet, 
Thomas  Crosse,  Richard  Crosse,  Peter  Brooke  the  younger,  and  William 
Hawkshead,  of  the  third  part;  reciting,  that  Hugh  Cooper,  by  his  will,  bearing 
date  20th  May  1682,  directed,  that  his  land,  called  Stump,  lying  near  the  town 
of  Chorley,  should  be  charged  with  the  yearl)'^  rent  of  6 1.  to  be  paid  by  his  heirs 
out  of  the  said  Stump  Lands,  to  six  poor  persons,  either  men  or  women, 
being  Protestants,  and  such  as  usually  frequented  the  parochial  chapel  of 
Chorley,  to  be  placed  in  an  almshouse  in  Chorley,  then  intended  to  be  built 
by  himself,  and  his  trustees  therein  named,  the  said  rent  to  be  paid  on  every 
1st  September,  or  at  or  before  29th  September,  for  ever ; out  of  which  6 
there  should  be  bought,  for  each  of  the  said  poor  persons,  yearly,  a grey 
russet  coat  or  gown ; and  in  case  his  heirs  should  neglect  to  pay  the  said  yearly 
pension  of  6 1.  or  to  supply  and  put  in  the  said  number  of  six  persons,  when 
any  of  them  should  die,  he  directed  that  his  trustees  should  have  power  to  dis- 
train on  the  said  lands,  or  to  sell  the  same,  for  raising  the  said  pension,  and  the 
arrears  thereof,  and  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  persons  so  dying,  and  that  his 
heirs  of  the  said  lands  should  stand  charged  with,  and  should  pay  thereout 
to  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  the  fui'ther  sum  of  205.  yearly,  at  the 
times  aforesaid,  to  the  use  of  20  poor  people,  to  be  given  them  by  12  d. 
a piece,  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  yearly,  for  ever,  and  that  the  heirs  of  the  same 
lands  should  pay  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Chorley,  12^/.  a year  for  ever,  as 
a rent  for  the  ground  whereon  the  said  almshouses  were  intended  to  be  built ; 
and  he  directed,  that  his  executors  should  pay  out  of  his  personal  estate,  105/. 
into  the  hands  of  Sir  Peter  Brooke,  or  his  son,  Richard  Brooke,  esquire,  to  be 
employed  by  his  trustees,  thereinafter  named,  for  erecting  the  said  houses  for 
six  poor  persons,  as  they  should  think  meet;  and  if  any  overplus  should  remain 
after  such  building,  he  directed  that  his  trustees  should  receive  and  keep  the 
same  in  stock,  for  repairing  the  said  buildings,  and  the  relief  of  the  said  poor 
persons  ; and  he  appointed  Sir  Richard  Standish,  baronet.  Sir  Peter  Brooke, 
knight,  Richard  Brooke,  esquire,  John  Warren,  esquire,  John  Cross,  esquire, 
Richard  Cooper,  and  Hugh  Cooper,  trustees  for  the  said  intended  almshouse 
at  Chorley,  and  the  survivor  and  survivors  of  them  and  their  heirs ; and 
reciting,  that  the  almshouse  was  built  soon  after  the  testator’s  death,  and  that 
the  trustees  named  in  the  said  will  died  in  the  order  mentioned  in  the  deed, 
except  the  said  Richard  Brooke,  and  that  in  consequence  of  his  having  gone 
abroad,  and  not  having  been  afterwards  heard  of,  it  was  not  known,  whether 
lie  survived  the  said  Richard  Cooper ; and  reciting,  that  since  the  death  of 
the  said  Richard  Cooper,  the  said  charity  had  been  so  much  neglected  as  to 
be  rendered  almost  useless,  by  reason  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chorley  being 
ignorant  of  the  persons  in  whom  the  trust  estate  was  vested;  and  that  to  remedy 
the  said  inconvenience,  the  attorney  general  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  at  the 
relation  of  W illiam  Porter,  and  Henry  Riding,  churchwardens,  James  Mason, 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Chorley,  and  Thomas  Armetridiug,  on 
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I the  27th  August  1778,  filed  an  information  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the 
said  county,  against  John  Hollinshead  the  owner  of  the  said  Stump  estate,  and 
the  said  Lcgh  Cross,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  as  great-grand-daughter  and  heiress- 
at-law  of  the  said  Richard  Cooper,  and  the  said  Peter  Brooke,  as  nephew  and 
I heir-at-law  of  the  said  Richard  Brooke  ; and  reciting  the  proceedings  in  that 
I suit,  and  amongst  other  things,  a decree  for  the  making  of  a deed,  to  vest  the 
' interest  in  the  said  charity  in  certain  persons  who  had  been  approved  of  by  tbe 
registrar  of  the  court,  as  proper  to  be  trustees  thereof ; it  was  witnessed,  that 
; in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree,  and  to  the  end  that  the  charity  might  be  pre- 
served, the  said  Peter  Brooke,  Legh  Cross,  and  Elizabeth  Cross,  conveyed  to  the 
said  Sir  Frank  Standish,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs, 
as  well  the  said  two  annual  sums  of  6^.  and  205.  issuing  out  of  the  messuage 
and  tenement  situate  in  Chorley,  called  the  Stump  estate,  and  the  several 
closes  thereto  belonging,  as  also  all  the  said  messuage,  lands  and  tenements 
charged  therewith;  to  hold  to  the  said  Sir  Frank  Standish,  and  the  other  parties 
of  the  third  part  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  them,  and  also  of  the  said  Peter 
Brooke  and  Legh  Cross  and  their  heirs,  together  with  all  powers  of  distress  and 
sale,  given  by  the  will  of  the  said  Hugh  Cooper,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  said 
annual  sums  of  0/.  and  20  5.  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  said 
Hugh  Cooper,  with  a proviso,  that  upon  the  death  of  any  trustee,  the  survivors 
should  elect  a substantial  land-owner  or  inhabitant,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chorley,  to  supply  his  place  ; and  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to 
four,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  annuities,  and  the  said  messuage, 
lands  and  tenements  to  such  other  persons  as  should  have  been  in  the  mean 
time  chosen  trustees  of  the  said  charity;  and  a further  proviso,  that  the  trustees 
should  yearly  take  an  account  of  the  payment  of  the  said  annuities,  and  the 
names  of  the  several  poor  persons  to  whom  the  same  should  be  paid,  and  have 
the  same  entered  in  a book,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  should  fill  up  the 
vacancies  that  should  happen  by  the  death  of  the  trustees,  and  make  entries  of 
such  elections  in  such  book,  and  should  insert  the  names  of  such  alms-persons, 
as  should  be  chosen  therein,  and  also  the  names  of  the  said  20  poor  persons  for 
the  time  being,  and  should  reduce  into  writing,  such  orders  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  charity,  as  to  them  should  seem  meet,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said 
Court  of  Chancery. 

A paper  was  produced  to  us,  dated  in  1801,  which  states  that  there  was  due 
from  the  Stumps  Lands  to  the  almshouses  the  interest  of  120/.  and  to  the  poor 
of  Chorley,  the  interest  of  20/.,  which  sums  were  proposed  to  be  lent  to  the 
trustees  of  the  poor’s  lands,  who  were  to  pay  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  six  alms- 
houses, 205.  each,  and  to  the  poor,  205.  yearly  for  ever  ; and  that  John 
Hollinshead  had  paid  to  Edmund  Leigh,  the  said  140/.  ; and  in  the  accounts 
of  the  trustees  of  the  poor’s  lands  for  that  year,  (Mr.  Edmund  Leigh  being  then 
the  treasurer),  credit  is  given  for  the  sum  of  140/.  which  appears  to  have 
been  applied  towards  the  erection  of  the  additional  building  to  the  work- 
house. 

The  object  of  this  transaction  appears  to  have  been  to  raise  money  for  this 
building,  and  to  discharge  the  Stump  Lands  from  the  annual  payments  of  6/.  and 
205.  which  seem  to  have  been  incorrectly  treated,  as  being  the  interest  of  the  said 
sums  of  120/,  and  20/.  and  to  charge  those  annual  payments  on  the  workhouse. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  any  deed  was  executed  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  transaction  appears  to  have  been  altogether  unauthorized,  as  the  parties 
had  no  power  to  release  the  Stump  Lands  from  the  charges  to  which  they  were 
liable  under  the  will  of  Hugh  Cooper.  Notwithstanding  the  circumstances 
which  took  place  in  1801,  a new  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity  was' 
made  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  12th  and  13th  July  1822, 
in  which  it  is  remarkable,  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  those  circumstances,  but 
the  annuities  of  6/  and  205.  are  treated  as  still  subsisting  and  payable  out  of 
the,  Stump  estate,  which  is  therein  mentioned  to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Hollins- 
head. The  present  trustees  under  these  deeds  are  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton, 
baronet,  William  Hawkshead,  Robert  Townley  Parker,  Thomas  Hawkshead  and  • 
James  Talbot.  A charge  of  12/.  125.  10</.  appears  in  the  accounts  of  the 
trustees  of  the  poor’s  lands  of.  1823,  for  the  expense  of  these  trust  deeds. 
The  annuities  have,  however,  from  1801,  been  considered  as  a charge  upon 
the<  workhouse  erected  upon  the  poor’s  lands,  and  paid  out  of  the  rents 
thereof. 
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The  almshouse  adverted  to  in  Hugh  Cooper’s  will  as  intended  to  be  built, 
is  situated  in  the  town  of  Chorley,  and  consists  of  six  tenements  under  one  roof, 
the  centre  tenement  having  a lower  and  an  upper  room,  and  the  others  con- 
taining one  room  each.  They  are  inhabited  by  poor  widows  or  single  women, 
placed  there  by  the  trustees,  each  of  whom  has  a small  garden,  and  behind 
these  gardens  there  are  two  other  gardens,  and  a rope-yard,  containing 
lit.  & Up.  which  are  stated  to  have  been  an  allotment  made  upon  the  in- 
closnre  of  the  common  lands  of  Chorley,  in  respect  of  the  almshouse,  and  which 
are  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Walmsley,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent 
of  5 1 5s.  per  annum.  This  rent  is  received  by  Mr.  James  Talbot,  and  is, 
together  with  the  annuity  of  6/.,  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  the  poor’s  lands,  as 
above  mentioned,  (the  whole  amounting  to  11/.  5s.),  divided  by  him  annually 
at  Christmas,  amongst  the  almswomen,  in  equal  shares  of  1/.  17-s.  6t/.  to  each, 
no  part  of  the  income  being  applied  in  the  purchase  of  gowns  for  them. 
There  is  also  a rent  of  one  shilling  a year,  payable  by  Mr.  Spencer  Pilkington, 
for  a small  part  of  the  almshouse  garden,  used  as  a road,  which  at  the  time  of 
our  inquiry  was  in  arrear  for  some  years,  in  consequence  of  its  not  having  been 
demanded. 

The  repairs  of  the  almshouse  are  paid  for  out  of  the  rents  of  the  poor’s  lands. 
As  no  fund  was  provided  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Cooper,  except  such  surplus 
as  might  remain  of  the  105 1.  appropriated  by  him  for  building  the  house,  this 
may  be  considersd  a useful  mode  of  applying  a part  of  those  rents  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  almshouses,  though  not  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  directions  of  the  donor  from  whose  legacy  those  lands  were 
derived. 

A sum  of -20/  18.9.  7t/.  was  laid  out  in  these  repairs  in  1820,  and  a sum  of 
9/.  155.  in  1822,  besides  small  sums  in  other  years.  The  almshouse  is  now  in 
a fair  state  of  repair. 

The  annuity  of  205.  given  by  this  donor  to  the  poor  of  Chorley,  is  also  con- 
sidered a charge  on  the  workhouse,  and  as  forming  a part  of  the  yearly  disU  i- 
bution  on  St.  Thomas’s  day. 

Charities  of  Allanson,  Heald,  Woodcock  and  Foal. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  state,  that  James  Allanson,  by  his 
will,  in  172s,  gave  10/.  for  clothing  and  apprenticing  poor  children  of  Chorley, 
not  receiving  parish  relief,  which  produced  105.  per  annum;  that  Mr.  Heald, 
by  his  will,  in  1742,  gave  50/.  to  the  poor,  which  produced  2/.  5s.  per  annum  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Woodcock  and  Mr.  Foal  gave  25  /.  to  the  jioor,  which  produced 
1 /.  5s.  per  annum. 

We  have  already  stated  in  the  above  account  of  the  poor’s  lands,  that  these 
sums,  amounting  to  85  /.  were  applied  towards  building  the  workhouse  ; until 
the  year  1790,  they  appear  to  have  been  lent  at  interest ; and  in  the  accounts 
for  1792,  they  are  stated  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  above  mentioned 
building. 

In  the  annual  distributions  of  the  trustees  of  the  poor’s  lands,  for  a few 
years  after  that  time,  the  interest  of  these  sums  was  accounted  for  as  paid 
out  of  the  rents  of  those  lands,  but  of  late  years  the  interest  of  them  has 
not  been  noticed  in  the  accounts,  although  it  is  considered  to  be  included 
in  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  those  rents  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day. 

Frith’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  10th  December  I788,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
(a  copy  of  which  was  produced  to  us  by  Peter  Heatley,  esquire,  one  of  the 
trustees  named  in  it,)  made  between  Robert  Dalton,  Dennis  Halliwell,  Thomas 
Ilawkshead,  John  Hawkshead,  Christopher  Crooke,  James  Foster  and  Robert 
Foster,  of  the  one  part ; and  William  Hawkshead,  Richard  Hawkshead, 
Peter  Heatley,  John  Green  and  .Tames  (hooke,  of  the  other  part;  reciting, 
that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  30th  August,  18  Charles  II.  made  between 
Grace  Bold,  of  the  one  j)art,  and  .John  Green,  of  the  other  part,  the  said 
Grace  Bold,  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  conveyed  to  the  said 
John  Green  and  his  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances, 
then  in  the  tenure  of  William  Pope,  with  a parcel  of  moss  ground,  containing 
by  estimation  one  acre,  then  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Withnell,  and  certain 
closes  and  parcels  of  ground,  containittg  by  c.stimation  15  acres,  then  in  the 
tenure  of  Lawre  icc  Taylor  and  Geoftry  Taylor,  all  situate  in  Whittle-le-Woods, 
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in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Green  and  his  heirs ; Chorley. 
and  reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  12th  July,  19  Charles  2,  made  p,ijh'g‘^hantv, 
between  the  said  John  Green,  of  the  first  part ; William  Frith,  of  Charnock  . continued.  ' 

Richard,  of  the  second  part ; John  Hoghton,  Thomas  Worthington,  Richard  -C'- — 

Chorley  and  William  Halliwell,  of  the  third  part ; the  said  John  Green,  in 
consideration  of  the  trust  in  him  reposed  by  the  said  William  Frith,  and  in 
performance  thereof,  and  of  certain  agreements  theretofore  made  between 
them,  granted,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  to  the  said  William  Frith,  and  the  other 
parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  messuage  and  tene- 
ment with  the  appurtenances,  called  Pope’s  Tenement,  and  the  said  acre  of 
ground,  called  Withnell’s  Acre,  and  the  full  moiety  or  one-half  of  the  said 
doses,  called  Taylor’s  Closes,  all  situate  in  Whittle-le-Woods,  and  containing 
by  estimation  10  acres ; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  for 
the  term  of  1,000  years,  to  the  use  of  the  said  William  Frith  and  the  heirs  of 
his  body,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  during  the  said  term ; and  after  the  death 
of  the  said  William  Frith,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  John  Hoghton,  and  the 
other  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  during  the 
residue  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  years,  for  the  raising,  satisfying  and  payment 
of  the  sum  of  5l.  per  annum,  out  of  the  clear  issues  and  profits  of  the  premises, 
the  same  to  be  employed  and  paid  for  such  uses  as  were  expressed  in  a Schedule 
thereunto  annexed,  in  which  said  Schedule  it  was  declared,  that  the  said 
John  Hoghton,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor,  and  his  heirs,  should  yearly,  after  the  death  of  the  said  William  Frith, 
and  whilst  the  said  messuage  and  tenement  of  the  said  William  Pope  should 
continue  in  lease,  by  virtue  of  the  then  existing  lease,  made  by  James  Ander- 
ton,  esquire,  and  James,  his  son,  receive  the  clear  issues  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises,  and  pay  the  sum  of  3/.  55.  a year,  or  thereabouts,  as  it  would  make,  to 
the  persons,  and  in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  *,  to 
three  poor  widow  women,  or  other  people,  in  Charnock  Richard,  three  cloth 
waistcoats,  coats  or  other  garments,  for  women’s  bodies,  or  girls,  of  four  or  five 
yards  of  grey  kersey  cloth,  or  other  cloth,  or  so  much  as  might  be  bought  for 
105.  and  to  give  105.  amongst  the  rest  of  the  poor  of  Charnock  aforesaid,  and 
both  at  Christmas  yearly;  also,  to  the  poor  of  Coppul  10. yearly,  in  like 
manner ; also,  to  two  little  poor  boys,  girls  or  other  children  in  Chorley,  of  the 
poorer  sort,  7^-  a year,  or  thereabouts,  for  two  little  jumps,  coats  or  waistcoats, 
for  them,  of  the  same  cloth  and  price,  and  at  the  same  time,  and  85.  a year 
more  for  their  learning  at  the  grammar  or  other  school  there  ; also  to  give  and 
dispose  of  205.  a year  more  to  ten  other  persons,  and  for  such  use  as  the  said 
William  Frith  should,  by  his  will  or  other  writing,  appoint : And  after  Pope’s 
tenement  should  fall  out  of  lease,  that  the  said  trustees  should  raise  such 
further  sum  out  of  the  same,  as  would  yearly  make  up  the  31.  5s.  afore- 
said to  the  sum  of  5l.  or  thereabouts,  for  the  said  poor  people  and  others 

thereinafter  named,  viz.  to  two  or  three  poor  widows  or  other  persons  in  Whittle- 
le-Woods,  10 5.  yearly,  in  two  or  three  like  waistcoats,  coats  or  other  garments, 
of  the  same  cloth  and  price  as  those  in  Charnock ; that  they  should  have 

a little  house  of  stone,  of  one  bay  in  quantity,  and  slated,  with  a fire  or  two 

built  in  it  for  them,  in  a certain  parcel  of  ground,  part  of  Pope’s  tenement 
aforesaid,  called  Pope’s  Tithe  Barn  Croft,  and  should  have  liberty,  to  get  six 
loads  of  turves  in  every  year,  in  the  close  called  Withnell’s  Acre,  in  the  mossy 
end  thereof;  and  to  the  poor  in  Clayton  IO5.  yearly,  in  like  manner  as  those  in 
Coppul,  together  with  either  of  them  a coat  or  waistcoat  as  to  the  others,  and 
at  the  same  time,  viz.  one  into  Coppul,  and  another  into  Clayton,  yearly,  if  the 
monies  would  so  far  extend ; and  after  the  expiration  of  lease,  the  reversion 
of  the  premises  and  overplus  of  the  monies  to  go  to  the  said  John  Green,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  and  towards  the  repair  of  the  house  so  to  be  built  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  pains  to  be  therein  by  him  and  them  taken  during  the  residue 
of  the  said  term  ; and  if  it  should  happen  that  the  said  school  at  Chorley  should 
at  any  time  become  free,  then  the  whole  15 5.  to  go  for  three  boys  coats  and 
one  waistcoat  cloth  in  Whittle  aforesaid ; and  if  any  failure  or  w'ant  should 
happen  therein  to  be  supplied  with  that  money,  and  but  two  coats  then  as 
before;  and  reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  12th  September  1723, 
the  said  William  Halliw'ell,  as  the  surviving  trustee  in  the  last  recited  indenture, 
to  the  intent  that  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  years  might  be 
preserved,  and  that  the  said  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  5 1.  might  be  disposed  of  and 
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employed  according  to  the  purport  of  the  said  recited  indenture  and  schedule, 
granted  and  assigned  to  John  Dalton  and  thirteen  others,  their  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  the  premises  granted  by  the  last  recited  indenture, 
for  the  residue  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  years,  in  trust,  to  pay  the  said  yearly 
sum  of  51.  to  arise  out  of  the  said  premises,  for  the  uses  mentioned  in  the  said 
indenture;  and  reciting  another  indenture,  bearing  date  15th  December  1763, 
whereby  the  same  premises  are  assigned,  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term  of 
1,000  years,  by  James  Foster  and  James  Roscow,  as  the  surviving  trustees  to 
liobert  Dalton,  and  eleven  others  upon  the  same  trusts ; and  reciting,  that  the 
said  trustees  named  in  the  last  recited  deed  were  dead,  except  that  the  said 
Robert  Dalton,  party  thereto,  Dennis  Halliwell,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  John 
Hawkshead,  Christopher  Crooke,  James  Foster  and  Robert  Foster ; it  was 
witnessed,  that  they  assigned  to  the  said  William  Hawkshead,  and  the  other 
parties  of  the  second  part,  the  said  premises,  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term  of 
1,000  years,  uj)on  the  above-mentioned  trusts. 

Mr.  Heatley  also  produced  a parchment  writing,  dated  in  l677>  without  sig- 
nature, intituled,  “ Further  Instructions  to  Mr.  John  Green,  and  his  heirs, 
how,  and  to  whom,  and  by  whose  order  the  money  must  be  disposed  and  paid,” 
and  containing  more  particular  directions  as  to  the  application  of  the  several 
yearly  sums  mentioned  in  the  recited  deed  of  19  Cliarles  2. 

As  to  the  yearly  sum  ofSO^.  which  was  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  feoffees  as  the 
said  William  Frith  should  by  will  or  other  writing  appoint,  these  instructions  direct 
that  it  should  be  paid  by  them  according  to  a note  annexed,  on  or  about  the 
date  he  should  die,  and  the  annexed  note,  thus  referred  to,  states  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  which  are  not  within  the  scope  of  our 
inquiry. 

As  to  the  share  of  the  charity  applicable  to  Whittle-le-Woods,  the  instruc- 
tions state,  that  when  Pope’s  house  lease  should  end,  a parcel  of  ground  called 
Withnell’s  Acre,  should  be  laid  together  and  set  for  what  it  would  give,  towards 
raising  up  the  said  51.  or  thereabouts,  and  that  part  of  the  close  called  Pope’s 
Tythe  Barn  Croft,  should  be  taken  away  from  it,  for  building  a bay  of  housing 
of  stone,  for  two  or  three  poor  women  to  dwell  in,  which  should  have  two 
rooms,  one  over  the  other,  with  fire-places  in  them  ; and  that  they  should  have 
that  house,  and  either  of  them  a garden  therein,  with  six  loads  of  turves 
every  year,  out  of  the  lower  end  of  the  said  Withnell’s  Acre,  if  they  would  be 
at  the  charges  of  getting  them,  and  that  the  sum  of  10  5.  should  be  for  two 
or  three  waistcoats  of  the  same  cloth,  and  to  be  provided  as  the  others  in 
Charnock. 

In  the  margin  of  these  instructions,  certain  persons  are  specified,  who  were 
to  have  the  disposal  of  the  donations  in  the  respective  places  entitled  thereto. 

In  the  return  made  to  Parliament,  in  1780,  from  the  parish  of  Chorley, 
this  charity  is  mentioned  as  producing  15  5.  a year  to  that  parish,  for  clothing 
and  teaching  of  poor  children  ; and  it  is  added,  that  when  two  cottages  should 
be  built,  according  to  the  will  of  the  donor,  there  would  remain  in  the  trustee.s 
hands  about  50/.  which  William  Green,  of  Preston,  claimed  as  heir  at  law.  It 
would  therefore  seem,  that  at  that  period  the  house  had  not  been  built,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  deed  of  19  Charles  2,  and  that  the  trustees  of  the 
charity  were  then  in  the  receipt  of  the  rents  of  the  premises  comprised  in  that 
deed,  subject  to  the  claim  of  the  heir  at  law  of  John  Green,  the  original  trustee* 
who,  we  conceive,  was  entitled  to  the  reversion  of  those  premises,  (subject  to  the 
term  of  one  thousand  years),  and  to  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  beyond 
the  charitable  payments  specified  by  the  donor,  and  the  expense  of  repanino- 
the  house  directed  by  him  to  be  built.  ^ 

John  Green,  the  son  of  William  Green,  mentioned  in  the  returns  of  I786, 
was  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  of  I7S8. 

It  appears  from  a copy  produced  to  us  of  an  indenture  of  release,  bearing 
date  2d  February  1802,  founded  on  a lease  for  a year  (in  which  the  said 
John  Green  is  described  as  the  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  William  Green, 
who  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  William  Green,  who  was  the  eldest  son  and 
heir  of  John  Green),  that  he  thereby,  jointly  with  other  persons,  to  whom  he 
had  in  1793  mortgaged  the  premises,  conveyed  to  William  Heatley,  and  his 
heirs,  in  consideration  of  6IO/.  paid  partly  by  Peter  Heatley,  esquire,  and  partly 
by  Richard  Crosse,  esquire,  a messuage  called  Pope’s  House,  or  Froggy  Hal), 
and  certain  closes  called  Pope’s  Croft  and  Meadow,  Withnell’s  Moss  Acre,' 

Taylor’s 
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tages,  containing  6a.  2r.  31  p.  of  the  measure  of  7^  yards  to  the  pole  ; all  — . 

situate  in  Whittle-le- Woods,  to  the  uses  following,  viz.  : As  to  Taylor’s  three 

closes,  numbers  5,  6,  7,  containing  4 a.  Ik.  36  p.  of  the  said  measure,  to  the  '' ■L—-' 

use  of  the  said  Peter  Heatley,  and  his  heirs,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
annual  charge  of  5/.  for  the  charitable  purposes  mentioned  in  a schedule  an- 
nexed to  the  said  indenture  of  release ; and  as  to  the  rest  of  the  premises,  to 
the  use  of  the  said  Richard  Crosse,  and  his  heirs,  freed  and  discharged  by  the 
said  Peter  Heatley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  from  the  said  annual  charge  of  51.  and 
freed  and  discharged  by  the  said  John  Green,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  from  all 
other  incumbrances,  except  as  to  one  cottage,  part  of  the  same  premises,  which 
was  to  be  held  by  the  said  Richard  Crosse,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  to 
permit  the  same  to  be  used  and  occupied  as  an  almshouse,  to  be  maintained 
and  repaired  as  was  mentioned  in  the  said  schedule.  And  the  said  Peter  Heatley 
thereby  covenanted,  that  he  and  his  heirs  would  indemnify  the  said  Richard 
Crosse,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  owners  of  the  said  premises,  from  the  payment  of 
the  said  annual  sum  of  51. 

The  schedule  annexed  to  this  indenture  of  release  is  as  follows  : — 


£.  s.  d. 
- 10  - 

- 10  - 
- 10  - 
“34 

_ 7 _ 

8 - 


- 10  - 


- 10  - 

-34 

- 8 4 


A year  payable  at  Christmas,  for  clothes  for  three  poor  widow  women, 
or  other  people  in  Charnock  Richard 
Amongst  the  rest  of  the  poor  people  in  ditto. 

To  the  poor  in  Coppull. 

For  a coat  or  waistcoat  in  ditto. 

For  two  little  jumps,  coats  or  waistcoats,  for  poor  children  in  Chorley, 
For  their  learning  at  the  grammar  or  other  school  in  ditto. 

To  the  trustees  appointed  by  Mr.  Frith’s  will,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

For  clothes  for  three  poor  women,  widows  or  other  persons,  in  Whittle-Ie- 
Woods. 

To  the  poor  of  Clayton. 

For  a coat  or  waistcoat  in  ditto. 

Towards  repairing  the  almshouse. 


£-5  - - 


This  schedule  appears  to  state  correctly  the  sums  payable  out  of  the  property 
for  charitable  purposes,  under  the  deed  of  19  Charles  €,  except  that  (as  we 
apprehend)  the  expenses  of  repairing  the  almshouse  are  to  be  considered  as 
a general  charge  on  the  property,  and  not  confined  to  the  remaining  8i'.  4ol.  of 
the  annual  sum  of  51.  Although  the  conveyance  of  1802  purports  to  discharge 
the  part  of  the  property  purchased  by  Mr.  Crosse,  from  the  payment  of  the 
annual  sum  of  5l.  we  apprehend  the  parties  had  no  power  so  to  do,  and  that 
that  part  of  the  premises  is  still  subject  to  the  charitable  payments,  if  it  should 
be  necessary  to  resort  to  it. 

The  term  of  1,000  years,  vested  in  the  trustees  for  securing  the  charity, 
under  the  trust  deed  of  1788,  is  not  noticed  in  the  conveyance  of  1802  ; but  in 
another  schedule  thereto  annexed,  of  documents  relating  to  the  title,  which 
Mr.  Peter  Heatley  covenanted  to  produce  to  Mr.  Crosse,  a copy  of  that  trust 
deed  is  specified. 

Searches  have  been  made  for  the  will  of  William  Frith,  the  donor,  but  it  has 
not  been  found.  Mr.  John  Green,  one  of  the  trustees,  states,  that  he  has  seen 
a copy  of  that  will,  confirming  the  grant  of  the  annual  sum  of  51.  but  that  he 
cannot  find  it  amongst  his  papers.  The  above-mentioned  schedule  of  docu- 
ments does  not  mention  a copy  of  the  will.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the 
instructions  of  1677  were  considered  as  forming  part  of  the  donor’s  will. 

Mr.  Peter  Heatley  informs  us,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a copy  of  the 
deed  of  19  Charles  2,  as  well  as  of  the  trust  deed  of  1788,  but  not  the  original 
of  either  of  those  deeds.  The  present  surviving  trustees,  under  the  last  men- 
tioned deed,  are  Messrs.  William  Hawkshead,  Peter  Heatley,  and  John  Green. 

Mr.  Heatley  also  states,  that  he  is  now  in  possession  of  the  three  fields  which 
he  purchased  in  1802 ; and  that  he,  as  one  of  the  trustees,  makes  the  following 
annual  payments  in  respect  of  this  charity  : — ■ 

To  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Charnock  Richard,  1/.,  the  distribution  of 
which  will  be  hereinafter  stated  in  the  accounts  of  the  charities  of  that 
township. 
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To  Mr.  John  Green,  his  co-trustee,  135.  4d.  to  be  applied  by  him  for  the 
poor  of  Coppul,  and  the  like  sum  to  be  applied  for  the  poor  of  Clayton ; the 
distribution  in  those  places  having  been,  by  the  instructions  of  I677,  allotted  to 
John  Green,  the  original  trustee. 

To  one  or  more  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  Chorley,  s. 

To  a Roman  Catholic  schoolmaster,  at  Welbank,  in  the  parish  of  Chorley, 
for  teaching  two  poor  boys  to  read,  85. 

To  one  or  more  poor  persons  of  Whittle-le- Woods,  IO5. 

For  the  other  purposes  directed  by  the  donor,  1 /. 

And  that  he  retains  the  residue  of  the  annual  sum  of  51.  being  8 5.  4c/.  to- 
wards the  repairs  of  the  almshouse. 

An  alteration  has  lately  been  made  in  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  Chorley 
to  Preston,  and  the  new  road  passes  through  the  Tythe  Barn  Croft,  which  had 
been  sold  by  Mr.  Green  to  Richard  Crosse,  esquire,  who  afterwards  took  the 
name  of  Leigh,  and  on  which  the  house  alluded  in  the  old  deed  was  built.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  pull  down  that  house,  which  was  done,  and 
a new  house  built  by  the  trustees  of  the  road,  at  a place  called  Waterhouse 
Green,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  former,  on  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Leigh, 
which  together  with  a small  garden  he  gave  to  the  charity,  in  lieu  of  the  site 
of  the  old  house  and  garden. 

We  are  informed  that  there  is  turf  upon  the  Withnell  Acre,  which  might  be 
used  for  fuel,  but  that  it  would  not  be  worth  the  e.xpense  of  getting  it  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  almshouse. 

Mr.  Heatley  states,  that  he  has  kept  the  house  in  repair ; that  the  new  house 
is  of  the  same  size  as  the  old  one,  and  consists  of  a room  above  and  a room 
below  ; that  it  is  at  present  inhabited  by  one  old  woman  of  Whittle-le- Woods, 
but  was  formerly  inhabited  by  two  women  ; that  he  in  one  instance  nominated 
a woman  to  reside  there,  but  that  latterly  he  has  left  the  appointment  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  that  township. 

Mr.  Heatley  further  states,  that  he  has  kept  no  account  of  his  disposal  of  the 
annual  payments,  and  that  the  sums  which  he  has  given  to  poor  people  of 
Chorley  and  Whittle-le- Woods  have  not  been  specifically  distributed  by  him  as 
arising  fi'om  the  charity,  but  that  he  has  given  larger  sums  annually  to  poor 
persons  of  those  places,  than  their  proportions  above-mentioned  amount  to ; 
and  that  he  has  given  a part  of  the  share  to  which  the  poor  of  Whittle  are 
entitled,  to  the  poor  woman  inhabiting  the  almshouse. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  annual  sum  of  75.  ought  to  be  given  towards 
clothing  the  poor  children  of  Chorley,  who  are  directed  to  be  taught  at  school, 
and  not  to  the  poor  generally. 

Mr.  John  Green  informs  us,  that  the  two  annual  sums  of  135.  4c/.  each, 
received  by  him  from  Mr.  Heatley,  for  the  townships  of  Clayton  and  Coppul, 
have  been  applied  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  poor  persons  thereof,  in  articles  of 
clothing,  which  have  been  delivered  to  the  respective  overseers  of  the  poor  for 
distribution.  The  application  of  these  annuities  has  been,  in  some  instances, 
made  for  two  or  three  years  at  one  time. 

It  appears  to  us  desirable  that  a new  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity 
should  take  place,  as  the  number  is  now  reduced  to  three  ; but  the  expense  of 
a deed  for  that  purpose  can  only  be  provided  for  by  stopping  the  charitable 
payments ; that  in  future  regular  accounts  should  be  kept  of  the  sums  dis- 
tributed, and  to  what  persons  ; and  that  all  such  sums  should  be  specifically 
given  as  arising  from  this  charity. 


PARISH  OF  CROSTON. 

School. 

Croston.  The  Kev.  James  Hiet^  rector  of  Croston,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  18th 

!March  1662,  (an  extract  of  which  is  entered  in  an  old  book,  containing  the 

School.  accounts  and  proceedings  of  the  trustees  of  this  school),  reciting  that  he  had 
procured  a free  schoolhouse  to  be  built  in  Croston  church-yard,  at  his  own 
great  cost  and  trouble,  directed  that  that  building  should  be  continued  at  all 
times  thereafter  for  a free  school,  for  the  good  education  of  the  children  of  the 
said  parish  in  learning,  provided  that  the  feoffees  of  it  should  faithfully  take  care 
of  it,  immediately  after  his  death,  or  the  legal  settling  of  it  upon  them,  and  tha 
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it  should  not  be  diverted  to  any  other  use,  and  that  it  should  be  kept  in  good 
repair,  and  that  the  master  and  children  should  be  strictly  kept  to  the  due 
observance  of  the  orders  of  the  said  school,  already  made  by  him,  or  thereafter 
to  be  made  by  the  major  part  of  the  feoffees  at  their  meeting,  so  that  they 
should  not  annul  any  of  those  already  made;  and  he  bequeathed 
[In  the  margin  opposite  to  this  part  of  the  extract  of  the  will,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing note, — “ If  I fill  not  up  this,  before  my  death,  it  is  my  will,  that 
it  should  be  four  hundred  pounds”]  to  the  feoffees  and  their  successors,  to  be 
chosen,  as  any  of  them  should  die,  or  give  over  their  charge,  (whereof  James 
Wainwright’s  bond,  for  payment  of  200  1.  to  him,  should  stand  for  200  /,),  to 
be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a perpetual  rent- charge,  if  it  might  be  had,  or 
else  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  for  the  use  of  the  said  free  school,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, and  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  put  forth  on  good  security,  and  that  the 
profits  thereof  should  be  for  the  schoolmaster’s  maintenance,  the  holding  of 
a yearly  meeting  of  the  feoffees,  and  the  repairing  of  the  schoolhouse  ; and  he 
appointed  as  feoffees,  the  rector  of  Croston,  the  rector  of  Eccleston,  the  rector 
of  Hoole,  or  their  substitutes  in  their  absence  successively,  from  time  to  time,  and 
William  Farrington,  esquire,  and  21  other  persons  therein  named,  or  so  many  of 
them  as  would  take  the  trust  upon  them,  and  directed  that  their  names  should 
be  entered  in  a register,  to  be  provided  for  that  and  other  uses  for  the  school ; 
and  he  directed,  that  the  master  of  the  school  should  have  10/.  yearly,  out  of 
the  rents  or  profits  belonging  to  it,  for  his  salary,  and  that  out  of  the  remainder 
some  moderate  charge  should  be  laid  out  for  the  continuance  of  a yearly 
meeting  of  the  feoffees  at  Croston,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  August,  to  visit 
the  school,  and  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  master,  and  if  he  should  not  be 
found  able,  faithful  and  diligent,  to  admonish  or  discharge  him,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, and  to  place  another  in  his  room,  and  to  inquire  into  the  revenue,  and 
cast  up  the  accounts,  and  that  what  should  be  saved  out  of  the  remainder,  after 
the  said  yearly  expense,  should  be  kept  in  a stock,  for  the  repairs  and  other 
benefit  and  advancement  of  the  school,  as  the  revenue  should  increase,  it  being 
his  desire,  that  the  schoolmaster’s  maintenance  should  be  increased  out  of  it, 
until  it  should  be  made  up  12  /.  a year  or  more,  at  the  discretion  of  the  feoffees  ; 
and  he  directed  his  executors  to  cause  so  much  of  his  will  as  concerned  the 
school,  and  the  orders  which  he  had  made,  to  be  entered  in  the  school  register, 
and  once  a year  to  be  read  openly,  at  the  feoffees  meeting. 

The  school  appears,  from  a date  upon  the  building,  to  have  been  erected  in 
l6(i0,  and  orders  were  made  for  the  government  of  it  by  Mr.  Hiet,  in  his  life- 
time, whereby  it  was  ordered  (amongst  other  things),  that  no  scholar  should  be 
free  to  the  school,  unless  admitted  by  a note  in  writing,  under  the  hands  of 
three  of  the  feoffees,  whereof  the  minister  of  Croston,  or  in  his  absence,  some 
other  of  the  ministers  named  to  be  feoffees,  should  be  one,  that  every  scholar 
should  at  his  entrance,  pay  1 s.  (and  but  Qd.  if  the  parents  were  but  poor  cotta- 
gers) ; that  the  master  should  teach  them  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  ; 
and  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  receive  ten  scholars  for  quarterly  wages,  but 
that  they  should  not  hinder  the  room  nor  teaching  of  the  free  scholars. 

The  copy  of  an  acquittance,  bearing  date  15th  July  1663,  is  entered  in  the 
book,  from  fifteen  of  the  trustees  to  Mary  Hiet,  the  widow  and  executrix  of  the 
saitl  James  Hiet,  for  the  sum  of  200  /.  which  is  stated  to  be  part  of  the  400  /. 
mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  residue  of  his 
legacy  was  ever  received.  Amongst  the  documents  produced  to  us,  was  an 
acknowledgment  from  James  Pilkington  and  others,  feoffees,  bearing  date  7th 
August  1678,  of  their  having  received  from  the  said  Mary  Hiet,  the  bond  for 
200/.  due  from  James  Wainwright,  mentioned  in  the  will,  but  there  is  no  trace 
in  the  book  of  any  money  having  been  received  on  account  of  that  bond. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  14th  and  15th  February 
1668,  John  and  Thomas  Moore,  in  consideration  of  200/.  g.*-anted  to  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Mallory,  D.D.  rector  of  Eccleston,  the  Rev.  James  Pilkington,  rector 
of  Croston,  and  several  others,  their  successors  and  heirs,  a messuage  and  tene- 
ment situate  in  Eccleston,  and  several  closes  usually  occupied  therewith,  called 
the  Nearer  Croft,  the  Further  Croft,  the  Three  Roods  Land,  the  New  Hey, 
the  Townfield  Hey,  the  Old  Eccleston,  the  Three  Acres,  and  the  Paddock, 
containing  by  estimation  twelve  acres ; and  by  indenture,  bearing  date  26th 
of  the  same  month,  between  the  said  Thomas  Mallory  and  others,  of  the  one 
part,  and  the  said  John  Moore,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  above  mentioned 
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conveyance,  and  that  it  had  been  agreed  before  the  conveying  the  said  pre- 
mises, that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  should  at  the  request  of  the  said 
John  Moore,  after  the  absolute  estate  of  the  said  premises  should  be  vested  in 
them,  let  the  same  to  the  said  John  Moore,  upon  such  terms  as  were  thereinafter 
mentioned  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  agreement,  demised  to  the  said  John  Moore,  his  executors,  he.  the 
said  messuage  and  premises  at  Eccleston  for  a term  of  three  thousand  years,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  10/. 

It  appears  from  the  account  book  of  this  charity,  that  in  I7O8,  the  trustees 
brought  an  action  of  ejectment  against  John  Sharpies,  who  was  then  in  pos- 
session of  the  property  at  Eccleston,  in  consequence  of  the  rent  not  being  paid 
under  the  above  mentioned  lease,  and  recovered  the  premises,  which  they  let 
from  that  time  till  I7I8,  the  clear  profits  thereof  being  little  more  than  sufficient 
to  pay  the  rent  of  10/. ; but  in  the  last-mentioned  year,  a settlement  of  accounts 
appears  to  have  taken  place  between  the  trustees  and  William  Sharpies,  the  son 
of  John  Sharpies,  who  was  probably  then  let  into  possession  of  the  premises, 
and  the  rent  of  10/.  has  been  regularly  paid  from  that  time  to  the  present.  It 
is  now  paid  by  the  Misses  Withrington,  in  whom  the  lease  for  three  thousand 
years  is  supposed  to  be  vested. 

By  deed,  bearing  date  15th  April  I68O,  as  appears  from  a copy  thereof  in  the 
book  of  the  charity,  William  Hoghton,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  free 
school  of  Croston,  granted  to  James  Pilkington,  rector  of  Croston,  Robert 
Pickering,  rector  of  Eccleston,  and  four  others,  and  their  heirs,  from  the  28th 
September  1687,  for  ever,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  5/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  his 
messuage  and  lands  in  Leyland,  therein  described,  to  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
of  the  said  free  school,  provided  that  if  Ann  Hoghton  his  wife,  or  Alexander 
Breers,  should  pay  to  the  said  trustees  100/.  on  Michaelmas  day  I687,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  free  school,  that  deed  should  be  void.  A memorandum  is  also 
entered  in  the  book,  that  the  said  Alexander  Breers  did,  on  29th  September 
1687,  by  virtue  of  the  proviso  in  the  above  mentioned  deed,  pay  the  sum  of 
100/.  to  the  trustees  of  this  school. 

This  sum  was  lent  from  time  to  time  on  various  securities,  until  1804,  when 
it  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a close  in  Croston,  called  the  Mossy  Acre, 
the  consideration  paid  for  which  was  105/.,  the  additional  51.  and  the  expenses 
of  the  conveyance,  being  defrayed  by  carrying  to  the  account  of  this  school, 
the  surplus,  amounting  to  11/.  9,s.  60/.  of  a subscription  which  had  been  raised 
in  the  town  of  Croston,  for  the  Royal  Lancashire  Volunteers.  The  conveyance 
of  the  close  is  dated  20th  September  1804,  and  thereby  the  Reverend 
Streynsham  Master,  in  consideration  of  105/.  and  by  virtue  of  a power  reserved 
to  him  by  certain  indentures  of  14th  and  15th  of  the  same  month,  appointed 
that  the  same  close,  containing  3 a.  & IOp.  customary  measure,  should  be  to  the 
use  of  Josiah  Dickinson,  Robert  Norris,  John  Jones,  Thomas  Dobson,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Master,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Whitehead,  (trustees,  with  others  of 
Croston  school),  and  their  heirs. 

This  close  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  James  Ditchfield,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
a fair  rent  of  4/.  per  annum.  The  rent  was  in  I8O7,  5/. ; in  1809,  51  lO.v. ; in 
1813,  6/. ; in  1819,  5/. ; and  in  1823,  it  was  reduced  to  its  present  amount. 

Jonathan  Lucas,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  April  1703,  and  proved  at 
Chester  in  the  following  year,  gave  to  Robert  Master,  D.D.  Rector  of  Croston, 
and  his  heirs  male,  his  freehold  and  leasehold  estates,  therein  mentioned,  and 
all  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  and  directed,  that  if  there  should  be  a sur- 
plus out  of  his  freehold  and  personal  estate,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts  and 
funeral  expenses,  and  certain  bequests,  his  executor  should  pay  yearly  to  the 
officiating  master  of  Croston  school,  20  s.  for  which  he  should  instruct  four  poor 
children  belonging  to  Croston,  whose  parents  should  have  no  weekly  relief  from 
the  town,  to  read,  write,  add  and  subtract,  and  the  catechism  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  should  bring  them  to  the  church  there  to  say  the  same,  which  four 
children  were  to  be  chosen  by  his  executor,  from  time  to  time,  or  by  his  order. 

He  also  gave  the  interest  of  40/.  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  of 
Burtonwood,  and  5/.  a year  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  of  Newburgh, 
both  of  which  donations  will  come  under  our  investigation  at  a future  time. 

By  a decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery  of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
made  29th  March  1810,  in  a suit  instituted  by  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master, 
rector  of  Croston,  as  the  surviving  executor  of  the  said  Robert  Master,  D.D. 
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for  establishing  the  said  will,  and  ascertaining  the  rights  of  the  parties  interested 
in  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  Jonathan  Lucas,  it  was  declared,  that 
the  said  gifts  of  '20  s.  a year  to  Croston  school,  and  5/.  a year  to  Newburgh 
school,  were  void  by  9 Geo.  2,  c.  36,  so  far  as  the  testator  ordered  them  to 
issue  out  of  his  real  estate,  and  were  only  to  be  answered  out  of  his  residuary 
personal  estate,  which,  by  the  admission  of  the  plantiff  and  defendants,  was 
sufficient  for  that  purpose  : And  it  being  admitted  that  the  said  payments  of 

205.  and  5/.  had  not  been  claimed  or  paid,  it  was  ordered,  that  an  account 
should  be  taken  of  the  arrears  thereof  respectively,  and  that  what  should  appear 
I due  on  such  respective  accounts  should  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff  into  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  three  per  cent  consols,  in  the  names 
of  the  deputy  registrar  of  the  court  and  the  plaintiff,  to  the  separate  accounts 
of  the  respective  charities ; and  that  the  plaintiff  should  invest  in  the  purchase 
of  like  annuities,  a sufficient  sum  to  produce  the  annual  sums  of  205.  and  5 1, 
and  that  the  masters  of  the  respective  schools  should  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to 
the  court  concerning  the  said  charitable  funds. 

In  the  school  accounts  for  1812,  credit  is  given  for  the  receipt  of  31.  105.  as 
being  two  years  interest  due  from  the  executor  of  the  late  Jonathan  Lucas,  for 
the  principal  sum  of  351.  directed  by  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  above  men- 
tioned court  of  Chancery  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  this  school,  and  credit  is 
given  for  the  annual  sum  of  1/.  155.  from  that  time  till  1824  inclusive,  being 
after  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  and  for  1/.  8.9.  in  the  year  1825,  being  after  the 
rate  of  four  per  cent,  the  principal  sum  of  351.  having  been  invested  in  that 
year  by  the  Reverend  Robert  Mosley  Master,  son  of  the  above  mentioned 
Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  on  account  of  this  donation,  in  the  Croston  and 
Rufford  savings  bank,  in  the  names  of  the  trustees. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  in  1804  in  the  churchwarden’s  book  for  the  parish  of 
Croston,  that  it  was  agreed,  that  a sum  of  50  /.  arising  from  the  sale  of  a seat  in 
the  church,  which  had  been  allotted  for  the  benefit  of  the  organist,  should  be 
lent  to  the  trustees  of  this  school,  to  be  laid  out  in  erecting  seats  in  the  south 
aisle,  which  should  be  chargeable  with  31.  per  annum,  for  the  organist  and 
organ-blower.  The  erection  of  seven  seats  in  the  south  aisle,  under  this 
agreement,  amounted  to  21/.  5s.  8d.  of  the  above  mentioned  50/.  and  of  the 
residue,  25/.  was  placed  in  the  Preston  Bank,  which  was  taken  from  thence  in 
1808,  and  with  some  interest  thereon,  and  the  remaining  balance  of  the  said 
sum  of  50  /.  (the  whole  amounting  to  30 1.  3 s.  6 r/.),  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  who  had  been  elected  a trustee  of  this  charity  in 
1789,  and  had  become  rector  of  Croston  about  1799,  at  five  per  cent  interest  ; 
and  it  was  agreed  by  him,  and  the  trustees  present  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
1808,  that  the  interest  should  be  annually  expended  in  keeping  the  school  in 
repair,  and  the  principal  laid  out  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  fvhenever 
any  thing  should  occur  which  they  should  deem  advantageous  to  the  interests  of 
the  school.  In  1809  and  1810,  interest  was  paid  on  this  sum  of  30/.  3 s.  6d. 
by  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master ; and  in  1812,  on  35  /.  2 5.  1 d.  being  the 
balance  in  his  hands  for  the  repairs  of  the  school,  and  from  that  time  a separate 
annual  account  was  kept,  which  was  credited  with  the  balance  in  Mr.  Master’s 
hands,  and  the  interest  thereon,  and  debited  with  the  sums  expended  in 
repairs.  The  last  annual  meeting  of  trustees,  attended  by  the  Rev.  Streynsham 
Master,  appears  to  have  been  on  4th  August  1819,  when  the  balance  in  his  hands, 
with  the  interest  to  that  day,  amounted  to  45/.  14  5.  In  the  following  year, 
the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master  left  England,  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassed 
state  of  his  pecuniary  affairs,  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  and 
a dividend  of  125.  in  the  pound,  was,  in  1825,  paid  to  such  of  his  creditors  as 
thought  proper  to  accept  it,  in  discharge  of  their  respective  debts,  and,  amongst 
others,  to  the  trustees  of  this  school. 

Other  instances  will  be  hereinafter  mentioned  in  which  sums  belonging  to 
charities  w^ere  in  Mr.  Master’s  hands  at  the  time  of  his  then  leaving  England. 

The  rents  of  the  seats  erected  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  church,  have  been 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  school.  Some  of  them  have  been  frequently 
untenanted,  and  the  annual  amount  of  the  rents  received,  has,  on  that  account, 
varied  from  9/.  11 5.  6d.  to  31.  15  s.  For  the  last  year,  the  amount  of  them  was 
6/.  9.y.  The  annual  sum  of  3/.  which  it  was  agreed  should  be  paid  to  the 
organist  and  organ-blower,  is  annually  charged  in  the  school  accounts,  as  paid 
to  the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  Croston,  for  the  interest  due  from  the 
church  seats. 
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The  school-house  is  situate  in  the  church-yard  of  Croston  ; it  consists  of 
a school-room  and  two  other  small  rooms,  which  appear  to  have  been  appro- 
priated as  a habitation  for  the  schoolmaster,  in  I76I ; but  we  are  informed, 
that  the  late  master,  who  died  about  Christmas  1824,  and  who  also  held  the 
situation  of  organist  in  the  church,  did  not  reside  there.  At  the  time  of  our 
investigation  (September  1825),  the  scholars  were  instructed  by  a temporary 
master,  until  a person  qualified  for  the  situation  could  be  found. 

The  sons  of  poor  persons  in  the  parish  are  admitted  into  the  school,  by 
tickets  signed  by  three  of  the  trustees,  and  are  instructed  in  reading,  on  paying 
entrance  money,  which,  by  an  order  of  the  trustees,  made  in  1823,  was  in- 
increased  from  6f/.  to  %d.  and  I5.  Qd.  per  annum,  for  firing  in  the  school.  For 
those  boys  who  learn  writing  and  arithmetic,  the  master  is  paid  by  their  parents, 
with  the  exception  of  four,  being  the  children  of  poor  persons,  not  receiving 
weekly  relief  from  the  township,  w'ho  are  instructed  in  respect  of  Lucas’s  gift. 
He  is  also  paid  for  the  education  of  other  boys,  whom  he  is  permitted  to  take 
into  the  school.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation,  the  number  of  scholars  was 
82,  of  whom  36  wTre  free  boys,  admitted  by  tickets.  Under  the  late  master, 
the  children  were  taught  on  the  national  system  of  education. 

We  are  informed  by  the  trustees,  that  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the 
population  of  this  parisli,  the  school-room  is  now  too  small,  that  it  is  damp,  and 
that  inconveniences  arise  from  its  situation  in  the  church-yard;  that  it  has 
been  proposed  that  a larger  school  should  be  erected  by  subscription  on 
another  site  in  Croston  ; that  the  present  school-buildings  shall  be  occupied 
by  the  master  of  such  new  scliool,  as  a dwelling-house;  and  that  the  funds  of 
this  charity  shall  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  such 
master.  This  arrangement  wmuld  not  be  in  strict  conformity  wdth  the  direc- 
tions of  the  founder,  although  it  would  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the 
establishment  more  extensively  useful.  We  apprehend,  how-ever,  that  if  it 
should  take  place,  the  new  school  ought  to  be  under  the  management  of  the 
trustees  of  Mr.  Hiet’s  charity,  as  a substitute  for  the  old  one;  that  the  orders 
made  by  him  ought  to  be  observed,  as  far  as  they  are  now  practicable ; that 
some  arrangement  ought  to  be  made,  as  to  future  repairs,  so  that  no  new 
burthen  may  be  thrown  on  the  small  funds  of  this  charity;  and  that  the 
trustees  should  reserve  to  themselves  a power  of  replacing  the  school  upon  its 
ancient  footing,  should  circumstances  render  it  necessary. 

Trustees  of  this  school  have  been  from  time  to  time  elected  in  the  room  of 
such  as  have  died,  or  have  left  the  neighbourhood  of  Croston,  and  minutes  of 
their  elections  are  entered  in  the  book  of  the  charity ; but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  trust  deed  has  been  made  since  the  original  purchase  of  the  lands  at 
Eccleston,  in  I668. 

An  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  August, 
when  the  accounts  are  settled  and  signed,  and  any  other  necessary  business 
transacted.  The  expenses  of  a dinner  for  the  trustees  at  their  meeting,  was 
formerly  charged  in  the  accounts,  but  this  appears  to  have  been  discontinued 
from  the  year  I76O;  an  allowance  of  bread  and  ale  appears  also  to  have  been 
made  to  the  boys  of  the  school,  until  1762,  and  I’rom  that  time,  bread  and  fru- 
menty have  been  given  to  them,  the  expense  of  which  has  been  defrayed  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  charity.  After  the  payment  of  this  charge,  and  of  the 
above  mentioned  interest  of  3/.  per  annum,  to  the  rector  and  churcinvardens, 
the  residue  of  the  income  arising  from  the  rents  of  the  lands  at  ICccleston,  the 
Mossy  Acre,  and  the  seats  in  the  church,  and  from  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  35/. 
derived  from  Lucas’s  legacy,  is  paid  oyer  by  the  trustees  to  the  schoolmaster. 


Layfield's  Charily.  I..AYFIELD  S ClIARlTY. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Ijovjield,  D.D.  by  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  February 
1710,  after  appointing  James  Badger  and  Benjamin  Culme,  his  executors,  gave 
the  fourth  part  of  what  they  should  clear,  after  his  debts  and  legacies  were 
paid,  to  the  poor  of  Winchester  and  Chilbolton,  in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
Wrotham  in  Kent,  Croston  in  Lancashire,  and  Tewin  in  Hertfordshire. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  29th  July  I762,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  made 
between  Margaret  Thornton,  widow  of  John  Thornton,  who  was  son  and  lieir 
of  John  1 hornton,  and  John  Thornton,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  John  Thornton 
the  son  by  the  said  Margaret,  of  the  one  jiart ; and  Roger  Ryding  and  eight 
others,  then  late  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
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^Croston,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  above  mentioned  bequest  of  Dr.  Lay- 
field,  and  that  the  said  Benjamin  Culme  had  proved  his  will ; and  reciting  an 
order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  4-th  November  I76I,  in  a cause  between 
the  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of  George  Grigg  and  William  Haynes,  ^ 
informant,  and  Judith  Culme,  widow  and  representative  of  the  said  Benjamin 
Culme,  and  others,  defendants,  in  which  it  was  recited,  that  the  said  Roger 
Ilvding,  and  eight  others,  on  the  3d  August  then  last,  preferred  their  petition 
to"  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  setting  forth,  that  by  a decree,  made  on  the  hearing 
of  the  said  cause,  7th  November,  10  Geo.  1.  it  was  referred  to  the  master,  to 
take  an  account  of  the  said  Dr.  Layfield’s  personal  estate,  and  to  consider  of  a 
method  to  apply  one-fourth  part  of  the  surplus  of  his  personal  estate,  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  Benjamin  Culme,  as  would  best  answer  the  said  testator’s  intention  ; 
that  on  16th  July  1750,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  court,  by  his  Report, 
certified,  that  Mr.  Johnson  had,  with  the  privity  of  the  Accountant  General, 
•purchased  1,000/.  South  Sea  Annuities,  with  the  sum  of  1,137  /.  10  5.  which  had 
Been  paid  by  the  said  Benjamin  Culme,  and  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  residue 
of  the  said  testator’s  clear  estate,  after  all  allowances,  amounted  to  1,389  /•  Is.  4</.; 
and  that  he  considered,  that  34-7 /•  6 5.  10</.  should  be  paid  to  the  poor  of 
.Croston,  and  should  be  laid  out  in  South  Sea  Annuities,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
Accountant  General,  till  a proper  purchase  could  be  made,  and  that  he  pro- 
posed that  the  yearly  interest  thereof,  till  such  purchase  should  be  made,  and 
when  such  purchase  was  made,  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  so  purchased, 
should  be  paid  to,  or  received  by,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  said  parish,  to  be  by  them  applied  in  the  first  place,  for  placing  out  one 
or  more  child  or  children  of  the  industrious  poor  of  the  said  parish,  who  should 
not  receive  alms  or  relief  from  the  said  parish,  and  that  such  child  or  children 
so  to  be  placed  out  apprentice,  should  be  from  time  to  time  nominated  by  a 
general  vestry  of  the  said  parish,  and  that  then  what  yearly  surplus  should  be 
remaining  of  such  interest,  produce,  rents  or  profits,  or  if  it  should  happen,  in 
any  year,  that  no  child  or  children  should  be  placed  out  apprentice,  then  the 
whole  interest  or  rents  should  be  given  to  such  industrious  poor,  and  in  such 
proportions,  as  the  general  vestry  of  the  said  parish  should  for  that  purpose 
direct,  tow^ards  their  support ; which  Report  was  confirmed  by  an  order  of  the 
court,  bearing  date  15th  January  1751  ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  scheme 
stated  for  placing  out  and  applying  the  charity  money,  should  be  approved,  and 
the  charity  established,  and  carried  into  execution  ; and  it  was  recited,  that  the 
said  petitioners  had  received  from  the  said  Accountant  General,  the  sum  of 
28/.  195-  directed  to  be  paid  to  them,  by  an  order  of  the  court,  bearing 
date  21st  January  1757 ; and  that  in  pursuance  of  that  order,  the  sum  of 
596/.  45.  lOflf.  therein  mentioned,  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  667/-  25.  6d. 
South  Sea  Annuities,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners had  been  duly  paid  one-fourth  part  of  the  interest  or  dividends,^^not  only 
of  the  said  1,000/.  South  Sea  Annuities,  but  also  of  the  said  667/.  2 5.  Qd.  South 
Sea  Annuijties,  purchased  as  aforesaid,  to  the  5th  April  1759,  and  had»applied  the 
sanje,  and  that  there  then  stood  in  the  said  Accountant  General’s  name,  in  trust, 
for  the  said  cause,  1,667 /•  2 s.  Qd.  South  Sea  Annuities,  to  one-fourth  part 
whereof,  being  416  /.  15  5.  7 ^ South  Sea  Annuities,  the  petitioners,  as  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Croston,  were  entitled ; 
that  the  said  petitioners  had  lately  contracted  with  the  said  Margaret  Thornton, 
for  the  purchase  of  a messuage,  and  several  acres  of  land  thereunto  belonging, 
situate  in  Ulnes  Walton,  within  the  said  parish  of  Croston,  for  the  sum  of  47O/. 
which  they  conceived  to  be  a proper  and  convenient  purchase,  on  behalf  of  the 
said  charity;  that  the  petitioners  and  other  parishioners,  had  agreed  to  raise 
and  pay  so  much  of  the  said  purchase  money  of  470/.  as  the  money  to  be 
raised  by  the  sale  of  the  said  416 /.  15  5.  7^  rf.  South  Sea  Annuities,  should 
fall  short  of  satisfying ; that  by  an  order  dated  8th  July  I76O,  it  was  referred 
to  the  said  Master,  to  examine  and  certify,  whether  the  purchase  of  the 
said  estate,  so  contracted  for,  was  a proper  purchase  to  be  made  on  behalf  of 
the  charity,  and  at  what  price,  and  whether  a good  title  could  be  made  thereto  ; 
that  the  said  Master,  on  the  29th  April  I76I,  made  his  report,  and  thereby 
certified,  that  a particular  of  the  said  estate  had  been  laid  before  him,  whereby 
it  appeared,  that. the  said  estate  consisted  of  the  said  messuage  or  dwelling- 
house,  with  convenient  out-buildings,  and  a garden,  orchard,  and  about 
17  A.  3 R.  37  p.  statute  measure,  of  arable  and  pasture  ground,  and  five  acres 
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Croston.  and  upwards  of  good  meadow  ground,  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Sumner,  at 

— the  yearly  rent  of  13/.  for  a short  term  of  years,  lying  in  Ulnes  Walton,  in  the 

parish  of  Croston,  called  Sumner’s  of  the  Fould,  and  was  worth  to  be  sold, 

_j  4TJ0L  and  a proper  purchase  for  the  said  charity  ; and  that  he  conceived  that 

in  case  the  said  Margaret  Thornton,  together  with  the  heir  at  law  of  the  said 
John  Thornton,  the  son,  joined  in  proper  conveyances,  and  the  residue  of  two 
several  terms  of  1,000  years  and  1,000  years,  were  assigned  in  trust  for  the 
purchaser,  a good  title  could  be  made  to  the  said  estate  ; and  it  was  further 
recited,  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  did,  on  the  said  4th  November  then  last, 
confirm  the  said  Master’s  report,  of  29th  April  I7OI,  and  order,  that 
416/.  15  5.  Old  South  Sea  Annuities,  part  of  the  said  1,667/.  ^s.  &d.  Old 
South  Sea  Annuities,  should  be  sold,  and  the  money  arising  by  such  sale  paid 
to  the  said  petitioners,  to  be  by  them  paid  over  to  the  said  Margaret  Thornton, 
on  the  execution  of  the  said  conveyances ; and  that  a fourth  part  of  such  divi- 
dends as  had  arisen  or  become  due,  or  which  should  before  the  sale  of  the 
said  416/.  155.  l^d.  become  due,  in  respect  of  the  said  1,667/.  iSd.  South 
Sea  Annuities,  should  be  paid  to  the  said  petitioners,  to  be  by  them  applied, 
according  to  the  said  report  of  1 6th  July  1750,  and  the  order  of  15th  January 
1751  ; and  reciting,  that  the  petitioners  had  not  received  any  of  the  said 
charity  money  otherwise  than  as  aforesaid,  nor  proceeded  to  sell  the  said 
416/.  155.  l^d.  Old  South  Sea  Annuities,  but  had  procured  the  said  sum  of 
470  /.  f or  the  purchase  of  the  said  premises  ; and  that  the  Master  had  settled  and 
approved  the  conveyance ; the  said  Margaret  Thornton,  in  consideration  of 
470/.  granted,  bargained  and  sold,  to  the  said  Roger  Ryding  and  eight  others, 
and  their  heirs,  the  said  premises  with  *their  appurtenances,  mentioned  in  the 
said  Master’s  report  of  the  29th  April  I76I,  in  trust,  that  they  the  survivor  of 
them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  should  permit  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises  for  ever  to  be  received  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Croston,  for  the  time  being,  to  be 
by  them  applied,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  charitable  purposes,  and  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  Master’s  report  of  l6th  July  1750, 
and  the  order  of  the  15th  January  1751,  and  for  which  the  said  sum  of  470/. 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  premises  aforesaid. 

It  appears  that  the  produce  of  the  sale  of  the  above-mentioned  4l6  /.  15  5.  ^\d. 
South  Sea  Annuities,  was  364/.  35.  Sd. 

It  is  stated,  in  an  entry  in  the  churchwardens  book  of  this  parish,  that  at 
a general  parish  meeting,  holden  1st  December  1779,  it  appearing,  that  by 
a former  order,  bearing  date  9th  March  I762,  the  Rev.  Robert  Master,  rector, 
William  Bamford  and  others,  deceased,  were  empowered  to  borrow  at  interest 
500  /.  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate  of  Margaret  Thornton,  and  to  do 
all  things  relating  to  the  purchase  or  to  the  selling  of  4l6/.  155.  d.  South  Sea 
Annuities,  belonging  to  this  parish,  by  virtue  of  the  will  of  Dr.  Layfield  ; and 
it  appearing  that  all  matters  were  concluded,  that  the  500  /.  borrowed  on  the 
above  order  had  been  paid  off  by  the  sale  of  the  said  4l6/.  155.  7f/«  and  by 
the  rents  of  the  estate  to  that  time,  and  that  the  estate  was  then  perfectly 
free  from  incumbrances,  and  that  the  rector  had  brought  forward  all  the 
accounts  and  attorney’s  bills,  from  the  commencement  of  the  suit  in  Chancery 
in  1724  ; it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  the  accounts  should  be  allowed,  and 
the  rector  be  desired  to  settle  certain  bills  therein  mentioned,  on  the  same 
account : And  for  the  future  disposition  of  the  annual  rents  of  the  said  estate, 
called  the  Foulds,  so  purchased  with  the  charity  money  of  Dr.  Layfield,  it  was 
unanimously  desired,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Master,  John  Milner,  of  Ulnes  Walton, 
and  Roger  Ryding,  of  Croston,  would  take  the  ti'ouble  of  receiving  the  rents 
and  letting  the  estate,  and  they  were  thereby  appointed  to  do  so,  with  full 
authority ; and  that  after  receiving  the  rents,  they  should  distribute  them  as 
follows,  namely : — 

The  rent  of  I779,  amounting  to  22/.  to  be  paid  to  the  rector  and  church- 
wardens  of  Croston,  and  the  curate  and  churchw^ardens  or  sidesmen  of  Rufibrd, 
in  such  proportion  as  the  church  leys  were  paid,  being  computed  one  quarter 
of  the  parish;  Croston  to  have  two  shares,  and  Rufford  one  share;  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  particularly  in  binding  and  clothing  appren- 
tices; or  if  not  wanted  for  that  purpose,  in  whatever  might  be  most  advan- 
tageous for  the  poor,  according  to  the  determination  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  year’s  rent  for  I78O,  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
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the  second  quarter ; Mawdesley,  Bispham,  and  Hesketh  with  Becconsal,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  above-mentioned. 

The  year’s  rent  for  I78I  to  be  disposed  of,  as  follows : — nine  parts  to  the 
township  of  Tarleton,  for  the  uses  above  appointed ; and  as  there  would  be  in 
that  year  a remainder  of  11/.  11 5.  6r/.  Tarleton  being  only  part  of  a quarter, 
3 1.  must  be  paid  in  that  year  to  each  of  the  other  three  quarters,  and  2/.  II5.  6f/. 
to  Tarleton,  which  would  make  the  share  to  Tarleton  that  year  13  /. 

The  rent  for  1782,  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Bre- 
therton  and  Ulnes  Walton,  for  the  same  uses  and  in  the  same  proportion  as 
before  mentioned  for  Croston  and  Rufford. 

The  churchwardens  or  sidesmen,  in  each  quarter,  to  give  a receipt  in  the 
parish  book  for  the  sums  received,  and  the  annual  rents  to  be  continued  to  be 
distributed  in  their  due  course,  till  a general  parish  meeting  should  think  proper 
to  alter  it. 

This  entry  is  signed  by  the  rector,  and  several  parishioners. 

The  rents  of  this  estate  for  1779,  and  the  three  succeeding  years,  appear  from 
the  churchwardens  book  to  have  been  divided  as  follows,  and  paid  to  the  church- 
wardens or  sidesmen  of  the  respective  townships  : — 


1779.  — Croston  _ - _ 

Rufford  _ - - 

1780.  — Mawdesley  - - - 

Bispham  - - - 

Hesketh  with  Becconsal 

1781.  — Tarleton  - - _ 

Croston  . . . 

Rufford  - - - 

Bretherton  - - - 

Ulnes  Walton 
Mawdesley  - 

Bispham  . - _ 
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1782.  — Bretherton  - 
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The  same  rotation  was  continued  until  1808,  the  rent  having  been  raised  in 
1803  from  22/.  to  26/.  IO5.  and  the  increased  rent  having  been  divided  amongst 
the  townships  in  the  same  proportions. 

In  1809,  it  was  agreed,  at  a parish  meeting,  that  the  rents  of  the  Foulds 
estate,  instead  of  being  distributed  as  usual,  should  for  the  present  be  expended 
in  rebuilding  the  house,  and  other  necessary  repairs  of  the  farm. 

In  I8O9,  this  estate  was  let,  together  with  some  lands  adjoining  to  it,  belong- 
ing to  the  poor’s  stock  of  the  township  of  Croston,  hereinafter  mentioned, 
by  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  poor’s 
stock,  to  James  Wilding,  for  a term  of  eleven  years  from  1st  December  then 
next,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  63/.  of  which  32/.  was  allotted  as  the  share  of  Lay- 
field’s  charity,  and  31  /.  as  the  share  of  the  poor’s  stock.  In  addition  to  the 
former,  an  annual  sum  of  7/-  was  paid  by  the  tenant,  from  ISil,  as  the  interest 
of  money  laid  out  on  the  buildings.  The  same  person  has  remained  in  the  occu- 
tion  of  the  premises,  as  yearly  tenant,  from  the  expiration  of  his  term  to  the 
present  time ; and  the  same  annual  rents  and  interest  were  continued  till  1822, 
when  they  were  reduced,  upon  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Humphrey  Miller,  a surveyor, 
to  35/.  for  the  rent  and  interest  payable  to  Layfield’s  charity,  and  to  28/.  for 
the  rent  payable  to  the  poor’s  stock,  which  are  stated  to  be  the  full  yearly  value 
of  the  respective  premises.  The  tenant  is  allow'ed  for  the  substantial  repairs 
of  the  buildings  out  of  the  portion  of  the  rent  belonging  to  Layfield’s  charity. 

It  appears  from  accounts  entered  in  the  churchwardens  books,  that  the  dis’ 
bursements  on  account  of  buildings  and  repairs  on  this  estate,  amounted  to  the 
large  sum  of  451/.  85.  1 d.\  that  towards  defraying  these  expenses,  a sum  of 
300/.  was  borrowed  at  interest,  and  that  in  1814,  credit  having  been  given  for  the 
rents  from  1808  (except  the  rent  for  the  year  1809,  which  is  stated  in  the  book 
not  to  have  been  received,  in  consequence  of  the  insolvency  of  the  tenant),  there 

Rep.  15.  Q'<2  was 


Croston. 

Layfield's  Charity, 
continued. 

V '■ 


Charities  of  Rev. 
StreynshamMaster, 
and  Mrs.  Master. 


120  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

was  due  the  principal  sum  of.300/.  and  also  a balance  of  42/.  195.  which, 
had  been  advanced  by  the  Reverend  Streynsham  Master,  the  then  rector. 

In  1815,  a new  account  was  opened  for  this  charity,  in  a separate  book,  by 
the  Reverend  Streynsham  Master,  who  received  the  rents  till  he  left  England, 
in  1820,  as  before  stated,  when  there  appears  to  have  been  a balance  due  from 
him  to  the  charity,  of  88/.  13  5.  2 rf.  no  part  of  the  debt  of  300/.  having  then 
been  repaid.  For  the  years  1820  and  1821  this  account  was  continued  % the 
Reverend  Robert  Mosley  Master,  and  in  February  1822,  payment  of  the  .300/. 
being  required  by  Thomas  Baldwin,  to  whom  it  was  due,  that  sum  was  advanced 
to  him  by  Mr.  Humphrey  Miller,  who  received  from  the  Reverend  Robert 
Mosley  Master  the  balance  of  his  account,  being  45/.  14^.  and  a small  balance 
of  rent  from  the  tenant,  which  being  deducted  from  the  sum  advanced  by 
Mr.  Miller,  there  remained  due  to  him  26l  /.  5 s.  2 d.  and  for  that  sum  a promis- 
sory note  was  given  to  him  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Mosley  Master,  and  six  other 
persons  being  churchwardens  or  sidesmen  of  the  parish  of  Croston.  Mr.  Miller 
has  since  received  the  rents,  for  the  gradual  discharge  of  the  money  due  on  that 
note,  and  he  has  also  received  a dividend  of  125.  in  the  pound  from  the  Rev. 
Streynsham  Master’s  estate,  on  the  above  mentioned  balance  of  88/.  13 5.  2d. 
amounting  to  53/.  45. 

From  the  account  which  Mr.  Miller  has  kept  of  his  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, the  latter  consisting  of  the  interest  of  the  sum  remaining  due  to  him  in 
each  year,  a few  small  sums  allowed  to  the  tenant  for  repairs,  and  an  annual 
sum  of  1/.  l5.  which  he  has  charged  for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in  looking 
after  the  estate,  it  appeared,  that  at  the  time  of  our  investigation  (September 
1825),  there  was  still  owing  to  him  a balance  of  110/.  1^.  6d.  to  liquidate 
which,  with  interest,  would  require  more  than  three  years  income  of  the 
charity. 

The  old  buildings  on  the  estate  are  described  as  having  been  in  a very  bad 
state  previously  to  their  being  rebuilt,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  that  it 
was  necessary  that  some  expense  should  be  incurred  in  the  improvement  of 
them  ; but  we  cannot  think  that  it  was  a prudent  measure  to  incur,  without  any 
fund  in  hand,  an  expenditure  nearly  equal  to  the  original  purchase-money  of 
the  property,  and  thus  to  create  a debt,  which,  with  the  losses  above  alluded 
to,  will  ultimately  have  had  the  effect  of  suspending  the  charity  during  a period 
of  20  years  ; and  it  will  be  observed,  that  notwithstanding  this  large  expendi- 
ture, the  present  rent  is  no  more  than  35/.  subject  to  deductions  for  repairs, 
the  amount  of  the  rent  in  1803  having  been  26/.  105. 

When  the  rents  were  divided,  according  to  the  proportions  settled  in  1779* 
they  appear  to  have  been  applied  in  each  township,  either  in  apprenticing  poor 
children,  or  in  distributions  to  the  poor.  Whenever  the  charity  shall  be  again 
brought  into  operation,  the  directions  contained  in  the  Master’s  report  of  1750, 
as  recited  in  the  deed  of  1762,  will  be  the  best  guide  for  the  future  application 
of  the  shares  of  the  respective  townships. 

Charities  of  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  and  Mrs.  Ann  Master. 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  13th  July  1765,  reciting,  that  the  Rev. 
Streynsham  Master,  late  rector  of  Croston,  deceased,  did,  in  his  life-time 
earnestly  desire  Ann  Master,  his  wife,  at  her  death  to  bequeath,  out  of  the  estate 
and  effects  whereof  she  should  die  seised  and  possessed,  200  /.  to  be  put  out  at 
interest,  and  the  produce  thereof  to  be  received  by  the  rector  of  Croston  for 
the  time  being,  and  by  him  disposed  of  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles,  books  of 
Common  Prayer,  and  other  books  of  devotion,  to  be  by  him  distributed 
amongst  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  as  to  such  rector  for  the  time 
being  should  seem  meet ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Ann  Master,  out  of  regard 
to  her  late  husband,  was  not  only  minded  to  fulfil  his  request,  but  to  accelerate 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum,  by  paying  the  same  in  her  life-time,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Rev.  Robert  Master,  D.D.  then  rector  of  the  said  parish,  to  be  by  him 
placed  out  at  interest,  upon  the  trusts  thereinbefore  mentioned,  the  said 
Robert  Master  acknowledged  to  have  received  from  the  said  Ann  Master,  the 
sum  of  200/.  on  trust,  that  he  should,  with  all  convenient  speed,  invest  the  said 
sum  upon  such  Government,  real  or  good  and  sufficient  personal  security,  as  he 
in  his  discretion  should  think  fit ; and  that  he  and  his  successors  should  from 
time  to  time  dispose  of  the  interest  thereof,  in  the  purchase  of  such  books  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  and 
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from  time  to  time  distribute  the  same  amongst  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  Cioston. 
parish,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  and  they  should  think  meet ; provided  that  cjiariti^f  Uev 
the  said  Robert  Master,  and  his  successors,  should  have  power  to  change  the  Streynsham  Master, 
securities;  and,  that  if  the  yearly  interest  of  the  said  sum  should  be  more  and  Mrs.  Master, 
than  sufficient  for  the  purchase  of  such  books  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  continued. 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  Robert  Master,  and  his  successors,  to  dispose  ' 

of  the  residue  so  undisposed  of,  for  such  charitable  uses  as  he  and  they  should 
from  time  to  time  think  proper. 

Of  this  sum  of  200/.,  100/.  is  now  invested  in  the  Croston  and  Ruffbrd 
savings  bank,  at  4/.  per  cent  interest.  The  other  100/.  was  in  1825,  lent,  on 
the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Steynsham  Master,  the  rector,  to  the  parishioners  of 
Croston,  at  5 /.  per  cent  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  some  repairs 
of  the  parish  church  ; and  it  has  been  agreed  by  the  parishioners,  that  this  sum 
shall  be  repaid  by  instalments.  , . ^ 

The  annual  sum  of  4/.,  part  of  this  interest,  is  added  to  the  income  arising 
from  Crooke’s  charity,  next  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  applied  in  the  purchase 
of  bboks.  The  fund  thus  arising  from  these  two  charities,  being  considered 
sufficiently  large  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  required,  the  residue  of  the 
interest  has  been,  since  1802,  applied  by  the  rector,  under  the  discretionary 
power  given  to  him  by  the  above  abstracted  deed,  towards  the  support  of 
a school  of  industry,  established  by  subscription  in  that  year,  for  poor  girls 
of  the  township  of  Croston,  to  which  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Master  also  gave  a legacy 
of  200  /.  as  hereinafter  stated. 

Crooke’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  a deed,  bearing  date  81st  January  1770,  and  enrolled  in  Crooke’s  Charity. 
Chancery,  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  in  the  account  of 
the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Leyland,  by  which  Samuel  CrooJee  (amongst 
other  things)  gave  to  Sir  William  Farington  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  two 
cottages  in  Mawdesley,  with  about  an  acre  of  land  belonging  to  each  of  them, 
in  trust,  to  sell  the  same,  and  place  out  the  monies  arising  by  the  sale,  at 
interest,  on  good  real  or  personal  security,  or  to  let  the  same  cottages  at 
rack-rent,  and  pay  the  yearly  produce  to  the  rector  of  Croston  for  the  time 
being,  to  be  by  him  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  good  and  pious  books  of  de- 
votion, according  to  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  he  should 
think  most  proper,  such  books  to  be  distributed  amongst  such  of  the  poor 
housekeepers  and  inhabitants  within  the  parish  of  Croston,  as  to  him  should 
appear  to  be  the  most  deserving  objects  of  the  charity. 

The  cottages  and  land,  mentioned  in  this  deed,  appear  to  have  been, sold  by 
the  trustees  of  the  charity,  and  to  have  produced  l60/.  which  now  forms  part 
of  the  money  for  which  the  trustees  hold  certain  securities,  as  will  be  stated  in 
the  account  of  this  donor’s  charities  in  Leyland.  , 

The  rate  of  interest  paid  for  this  sum  of  l60  /.  has  varied  from  time  to  time. 

It  has  lately  been  4 \l.  per  cent,  amounting  to  'Jl.  4«.  per  annum. 

This  interest  has  been  usually  paid  to  the  rector  of  Croston ; but  is  now, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  present  rector,  paid  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Mosley  Master.  It  is  applied  by  him,  together  with  4/.  per  annum,  part  of 
the  interest  of  the  above  mentioned  charities  of  Streynsham  and  Ann  Master,  in 
the  purchase  of  Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  and  other  religious  books,  which  are 
distributed  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Croston,  at  his 
discretion.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  there  was  a balance  in  the  Rev.  R.  M. 

Master’s  hands,  belonging  to  this  fund,  of  16/.  10s.  7</*  — ■ 

TOWNSHIP  OF  CROSTON. 

Croston’s  Almshouse,  and  Wilson’s  Charity  to  the  oldest  poor 
' . Person  in  that  Almshouse. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  28th  and  29th  April  Croston. 
1693,  between  Henry  Croston,  of  the  first  part ; Edward  Bridge,  of  the  second 
part;  and  Robert  Pennington,  and  six  others,  inhabitants  of  Croston,  of  the  houL”  and  MMs'on's 
third  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Henry  Croston  was  minded  to  give  ten  falls  Charity  to  the  oldest 
of  land,  after  the  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  which  were  already  poor  Person  in  that 
inclosed,  and  taken  out  of  his  close  at  the  back  of  his  dwelling  house  in  Cros- 
ton,  and  the  three  houses  lately  erected  at  the  sole  cost  of  the  said  Henry 
Croston,  upon  a part  of  the  said  ten  falls  of  land,  with  three  small  gardens,  of 
equal  quantity,  on  the  back  of  the  said  houses,  which  were  divided  by  fences, 
with  intent  that  the  said  houses  and  fences  should  be  maintained  and  repaired 
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as  almshouses  and  gardens,  for  three  poor  men  or  women  of  the  town  of  Cros- 
ton, to  dwell  in  and  enjoy ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Henry  Croston  was 
likewise  minded  to  give  150/.  and  the  product  thereof,  being  then  secured  by 
way  of  rent-charge,  with  intent  that  the  said  150/.  with  the  interest,  if  paid 
for  redemption  of  the  said  rent-charge,  and  the  said  rent-charge  in  the  mean 
time  should  be  yearly,  for  ever,  applied  for  the  repairing  of  the  said  alms- 
houses and  fences,  and  Tor  the  support  of  the  said  three  poor  almsmen  and 
women,  in  manner  thtjreinafter  expressed  ; and  reciting,  that  Henry  Finch,  by 
indenture,  bearing  date  24th  July  l692,  had,  in  consideration  of  150 /.  granted 
to  the  said  Henry  Croston  and  Edward  Bridge,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  ?/•  10  s. 
to  be  issuing  out  of  a messuage  and  lands  in  Mawdesley,  for  a term  of  5,000 
years,  with  a proviso  for  making  void  the  said  indenture,  on  payment  of  the 
said  150  /.  the  said  Henry  Croston  conveyed  to  the  said  Robert  Fenington  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  ten  falls  of  land,  and  the  said  three  dwellings, 
adjoining  one  to  another,  with  the  said  three  several  gardens  ; and  the  said 
Henry  Croston,  and  the  said  Edward  Bridge,  as  his  trustee,  assigned  to  the  said^ 
Robert  Penington  and  others,  their  executors,  he.  the  said  rent-charge  for 
the  residue  of  the  said  term,  on  trust,  that  the  said  three  messuages  and  gardens 
should  for  ever  be  used  for  several  dwelling  places,  for  three  poor  men  or  women 
of  the  said  town  of  Croston,  of  good  name  and  fame,  of  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
and  that  the  said  Henry  Croston  should,  during  his  life,  have  the  nomination, 
removing  and  ordering  of  such  almspeople  ; and  that  after  his  death,  his  heirs 
for  the  time  being  for  ever,  should  have  the  power  of  nominating,  removing,  and 
ordering  of  such  almspeople,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  attested  by  two 
witnesses,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  such  his  heirs,  especially  upon  ill  behaviour, 
so  that  such  nomination,  removing  and  ordering,  should  be  with  the  consent  of 
the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  given  under  their  hands,  and  attested 
as  aforesaid  ; and  in  case  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees  should  dis- 
agree to  the  nomination,  removing  or  ordering  of  poor  alms- people  by  such 
heirs,  that  such  nomination,  removing  and  ordering  of  them,  should  be  made 
by  all  the  trustees  and  their  heirs,  the  greater  number  of  votes  to  determine 
the  same,  only  that  the  heir  of  the  said  Henry  Croston  should  have  a double 
vote ; and  for  default  of  such  heirs,  that  such  nomination  removing  and 
ordering  should  be  made  by  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  by  writing 
under  their  hands,  attested  as  aforesaid  ; and  that  each  nomination  of  such 
almspeople  should  be  determined  in  one  month  after  a vacancy ; and  that  all 
removings  should  be  made  on  the  first  of  May,  unless  that  day  should  be  a 
Sunday,  and  then  on  the  following  day  ; and  as  to  the  said  rent-charge  of 
7/.  105.  on  trust,  that  the  said  Robert  Penington  and  others,  should  employ 
the  same  during  the  life  of  the  said  Henry  Croston,  to  such  uses  as  he  should 
direct ; and  after  his  death,  that  they  should  thereout  keep  in  repair  the  said 
almshouses  and  fences,  except  glass  windows  ; and  for  that  purpose  that  they 
should  meet  yearly  on  the  11th  of  November,  unless  that  day  should  fall  on  a 
Sunday,  and  then  on  the  following  day,  and  view  the  said  almshouses  and 
fences,  and  at  such  time  spend  35.  out  of  the  yearly  rent,  if  they  should  think 
fit  ; and  on  further  trust,  that  they  should  out  of  the  residue  of  the  said 
yearly  rent,  provide  yearly  13|  yards  of  brown  cloth,  at  the  price  of  25.  a yard, 
or  thereabouts,  and  divide  the  same  into  three  shares,  and  give  one-third  part 
thereof  to  each  poor  alms-person,  and  cause  the  said  cloth  to  be  made  into 
three  large  coats,  or  gowns,  the  charges  of  the  making  thereof  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  said  rent-charge,  which  said  coats  or  gowns  should  be  worn  by  the  said 
poor  alms-people  ; and  on  trust,  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  said  rent-charge  to  the 
said  alms-people,  share  and  share  alike,  and  that  the  glass  windows  of  each  house 
should  be  repaired,  when  necessary,  out  of  the  residue  of  the  said  yearly  rent 
appointed  to  the  person  dwelling  in  the  said  house  ; and  that  in  case  of  the 
death  of  any  alms-person,  the  trustees  should  apply  the  proportionable  share  of 
the  residue  of  the  rent-charge  accruing  due  to  such  person,  towards  his  or  her 
burial ; and  that  the  alms-people  should  wear  on  the  right  arms  of  their  coats 
or  gowns  the  letters  H.  C.  made  of  red  cloth  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  in 
case  of  the  redemption  of  the  said  rent-charge,  the  money  to  be  paid  for  such 
redemption  should  be  employed  to  the  best  profit,  and  the  interest  thereof 
applied  to  such  purposes  as  were  directed  respecting  the  said  rent-charge,  and 
that  when  any  one  of  the  trustees  should  die,  tlie  survivors  should  on  the  11th 
of  November  ensuing  choose  another  substantial  and  discreet  person,  inhabiting 

or 
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or  having  a competent  estate  in  the  town  of  Croston,  to  be  a trustee  ; and 
that  a conveyance  should  be  made  whenever  it  should  happen  that  there  should 
be  but  two  trustees  surviving,  having  the  legal  estate  in  them,  and  that  such 
course  of  nomination  and  conveyance  should  for  ever  be  observed. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  almshouse  are  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master, 
Sir  Thomas  Dalrymple  Hesketh,  bart,  Thomas  Joseph  Traftbrd,  Josiah  Dick- 
enson, and  the  Rev.  Robert  Mosley  Master. 

Entries  of  the  appointments  of  trustees  have  been  made  in  the  book  of  the 
charity,  but  no  conveyance  appears  to  have  been  ever  made  of  the  legal  estate 
of  the  almshouse  since  the  deed  of  1693,  or  of  any  of  the  other  trust  pre- 
mises hereinafter  mentioned,  since  the  times  when  they  were  respectively 
j purchased. 

: The  almshouse  consists  of  three  tenements  under  one  roof,  each  having  a 

i small  garden  attached  to  it.  The  building  is  old,  but  in  good  repair,  and  is 
maintained  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity.  The  inhabitants  of  it  during  the 
last  thirty  years  have  been  women  only,  three  in  number,  belonging  to  the 
township  of  Croston,  of  the  age  of  50  at  the  time  of  their  respective  appoint- 
ments, and  elected  by  the  trustees,  it  not  being  known  who  is  now  the  heir 
of  Henry  Croston  ; a memorandum  of  each  election  is  entered  in  the  book  and 
, signed  by  the  trustees  present. 

By  an  agreement,  bearing  date  2d  December  1709,  which  appears  to  have 
been  subscribed  and  sealed  by  several  of  the  alms-people  from  time  to  time,  it 
was  agreed,  to  prevent  frauds,  that  the  then  existing  and  all  future  alms-people 
: should  oblige  themselves,  by  setting  their  hands  to  that  agreement,  to  give  at 
their  deceases,  what  goods  they  should  have  in  their  dwelling  places,  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Henry  Croston  and  the  trustees,  and  their  succes- 
, sors,  which  if  they  should  refuse  to  do,  they  should  be  liable  to  be  turned  out 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  heirs  and  trustees. 

The  rent-charge  of  7^.  105.  appears  from  the  accounts,  to  have  been  received 
I by  the  trustees,  out  of  the  lands  at  Mawdesley,  mentioned  in  the'  foundation 
deed,  until  1716,  when  the  150/.  thereby  secured  was  paid  off,  and  lent  by  the 
trustees  at  five  per  cent  interest.  In  1753,  the  trustees  laid  out  94/.  of  the 
j trust  money,  in  the  purchase  of  a close  in  the  township  of  Ulnes  Walton,  called 
the  Little  Carling,  now  known  by  the  name  of  Dandy  Land,  containing  by 
estimation,  three  acres,  which  was  by  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  bearing  date 
l6th  April,  in  that  year,  conveyed  by  Thomas  Moor  and  Andrew  Stones, 
(having  been  purchased  by  them,  of  John  and  Ciceley  Dandy),  to  John  Traf- 
ford,  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  Hugh  Hesketh,  and  Roger  Ryding,  the 
i then  trustees  of  the  almshouse. 

Henry  Wilson,  surgeon,  one  of  the  trustees,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  24th 
June  1797»  desired,  that  his  executor  would  give  to  the  trustees  of  the  alms- 
house, in  Croston,  20/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  yearly  to  the  oldest 
person  in  years,  that  should  be  in  the  three  houses,  after  the  death  of  Ellen 
Stazaker,  who  was  to  receive  it  during  her  life,  or  as  long  as  she  remained  in 
the  house. 

In  1799,  the  trustees  laid  out  96/.  in  the  purchase  of  the  following  lands  : — 


!• — A close,  called  the  Pack  Butts,  containing,  by  estimation,  i rood, 
purchased  for  - 

2. — Another  close,  called  Moor  Close,  containing  by  estimation,  23 
perches,  for  - 

3-  — 4'he  site  of  a cottage,  with  a garden,  containing  by  estimation,  25 

perches,  for 

4-  — A close  called  Eastham’s  Croft,  containing  by  estimation,  31  perches, 

for  - 


£. 

28 

20 

21 


27 


s.  d. 


All  these  premises  are  in  the  township  of  Croston^  and  the  quantities  are 
estimated,  according  to  the  customary  measure,  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch. 
The  two  former  parcels  were  purchased  from  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master, 
and  by  him  conveyed  by  feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  November  1799,  to  the 
use  ot  Sir  Thomas  D.  Hesketh,  bart.  John  Trafford,  William  Miller,  Thomas 
I Farrar,  Humphrey  Trafford,  and  the  Rev.  Edw^ard  Master,  to  the  use  of  them, 
and  of  the  said  Streynsham  Master,  and  their  heirs.  The  two  latter  parcels  were 
purchased  of  Sir  Thomas  D.  Hesketh,  and  conveyed  by  feoffment  of  the  same 
Rep.  15.  Q4  date, 
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date,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Trafford,  William  Miller,  Thomas  Farrar, 
Streynsham  Master,  Humphrey  Trafford,  and  Edward  Master,  and  their  heirs. 

In  1811,  a sum  of  40/.  was  laid  out  in  a further  purchase,  from  the  Rev. 
Streynsham  Master,  of  a close  in  Croston,  called  Highbridge,  containing  88 
perches,  of  the  like  customary  measure,  which  was  by  indenture  of  appoint- 
ment of  19th  March,  in  that  year,  conveyed  to  the  use  of  John  TralFord,  btreyn- 
sham  Master,  Josiah  Dickenson,  and  Thomas  Joseph  Trafford,  and  their  heirs. 

To  make  up  the  consideration  for  this  purpose,  the  sum  of  20/.  given  by 
Mr.  Henry  Wilson,  as  before  mentioned,  which  had  previously  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master  at  interest,  was  borrowed  by  the  trustees. 
The  other  20/.  of  the  consideration,  and  the  amount  of  the  former  purchases, 
beyond  the  150/.  derived  from  the  original  gift  of  Mr.  Croston,  being  40/. 
more,  arose  from  savings  made  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  income  of  the 
charity,  the  balances  in  its  favour  having  been  constantly,  as  appears  from  the 
accounts,  made  productive  of  interest. 

In  1810,  it  was  agreed  by  the  trustees,  to  take  20/.  from  the  balance  then 
in  hand,  of  24/.  12  5.  5 d.  to  repay  that  sum,  which  had  been  borrowed  from 
•Mr.  Wilson’s  benefaction,  and  that  the  said  20/.  should  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master.  This  sum  was  in  his  hands  when  he  left  England, 
as  before  mentioned,  but  the  annual  sum,  of  1 /.  as  the  interest  of  this  sum  was 
received  and  paid  to  Ellen  Stazaker,  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease,  to 
the  oldest  person  in  the  almshouse,  till  1825,  when  a sum  of  20/.,  to  make  good 
the  principal,  was  placed  in  the  Croston  and  Rufford  savings  bank,  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  Mosley  Master. 

- In  1820,  all  the  premises  which  had  been  purchased  in  1799,  except  the 
field  called  Pack  Butts,  were  sold  by  the  trustees  to  Thomas  Joseph  Trafford, 
esquire,  one  of  the  trustees.  The  original  cost  of  the  fields,  thus  sold,  was  68  /. 
and  they  were  sold  for  125/.  which  sum  was  placed  in  the  Croston  and  Ruf- 
ford savings  bank,  in  the  names  of  the  trustees.  The  rent  of  these  fields  from 
1802,  to  the  time  of  their  being  sold,  was  4 /.  10  5.  per  annum  ; but  we  are 
informed  by  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Master,  that  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to  Mr.  Traf- 
ford, the  tenant  in  consequence  of  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  land,  had 
refused  to  give  much  more  than  half  his  former  rent,  and  that  it  was  therefore 
considered  very  advantageous  to  the  charity  to  accept  the  offer  of  125  /.  for 
these  premises.  Mr.  Master  also  states,  that  if  they  were  now  belonging  to  the 
charity,  they  would  probably  not  produce  a rent  of  more  than  2/.  105.  per  annum. 

The  property  now  consists  of— 

‘ 1. — The  field  in  Ulnes  Walton,  called  Dandy  Land,  which  is  in  the  occupation 

of  Robert  Bannister,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  6 /.  The  rent  of  this  land, 

imrnediately  after  the  purchase  of  it,  appears  to  have  been  4 /.  10  5.  In  177-5, 

it  was  raised  to  6/.  10  5.  In  1785,  it  was  only  3/.  10  5.  From  that  time  the 
rent  appears  to  have  been  gradually  increased  till  1814,  when  it  amounted 
toll/.  From  1806  to  1809,  it  was  10/.  10  5.  From  1810  to  1815,  11/.  105, 

From  1817  to  1821,  it  was  10/.  105.  In  1822,  8/.  105.  And  in  1823  and 

1824,7/*  The  present  letting,  which  took  place  from  1824,  was  by  private 
contract ; but  we  are  informed  that  the  rent  is  the  best  that  could  be  obtained, 
and  that  the  land  is  of  indifferent  quality. 

This  field  is  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  105.  to  the  poor  of  Ulnes 
Walton,  which  appears  to  have  been  paid  from  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  it, 
in  1754,  under  the  name  of  a rent-charge  to  the  poor  of  that  place.  It  is  now 
paid  by  the  tenant,  in  addition  to  his  rent. 

2.  — The  field  called  the  Packbutts,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Thornton,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  2/.  per  annum.  In  1804  the  rent  was  raised 
from  1/.  105.  to  2/.  25.;  and  in  1808,  to  2/.  IO5. ; in  1822  and  1823,  it  was 
2/.  5 5.  from  which  time  it  was  lowered  to  its  present  amount. 

3.  — The  field  called  Highbridge,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Smith,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  1 /.  IO5.  per  annum.  From  1812  to  1814  the  rent  was 
1/.  155.  and  from  1815  to  1820,  2/.  ; from  which  time  it  was  lowered  to  its 
present  amount. 

4.  — The  sum  of  125/.  in  the  Croston  and  Rufford  savings  bank,  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  before  mentioned  lands  in  Croston,  in  1820,  which  appears  from 
the  accounts  to  have  produced  in  1824,  51.  2 5.  \ \d.  as  the  interest  thereof. 

' 5. — The  sum  of  20/.  lately  placed  in  the  same  savings  bank,  as  before  men- 
tioned, arising  from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Henry  Wilson. 

The  trustees  meet  yearly,  in  November  or  December,  when  they  receive  the 

rents. 
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rents,  and  pay  the  bills  for  the  repairs  of  the  almshouse,  and  any  otlier  inci- 
dental charges.  The  meeting  takes  place  at  the  house  of  one  of  the  trustees, 
and  the  annual  sum  ofS^.  allowed  by  the  founder  for  the  expense  of  their 
meeting,  is  given  by  them  to  the  almswomen.  A division  of  the  residue  is 
then  made  between  those  women,  a very  small  balance  only  having  been  of 
late  years  reserved. 


The  amount  paid  to  each  woman  was — 

In  1820  - - - 

1821 

1822  - - - 

1823  - - - 

182}  - - - 


£.  s.  d. 

5 - - 

5 10  - 

5 10  - 

5 7 - 

5 5- 


The  whole  of  this  residue  is  paid  in  money,  no  gowns  being  purchased  for 
the  almswomen,  as  directed  by  the  founder. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  oldest  almswoman  receives,  at  the  same  time, 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Wilson’s  donation. 

A book  is  kept,  which  contains  the  accounts  of  the  charity  from  the  founda- 
tion to  the  present  time.  The  accounts  of  each  year  are  signed  by  the  trustees 
present  at  the  annual  meeting. 

On  the  death  of  any  inhabitant  of  the  almshouse,  her  goods  are  sold,  and  the 
produce  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the  charity,  and  the  expenses  of  her 
funeral  are  paid  out  of  the  funds. 


Dandy’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  28th  October  1668,  between  William  Cowper 
and  Thomas  Cowper,  of  the  first  part ; James  Pilkington,  clerk,  rector  and 
vicar  of  Croston,  William  Croston,  Richard  Marsden,  William  Graded  the  elder, 
and  Thomas  Hesketh,  of  the  second  part ; and  Ellen  Dandy,  widow  and 
executrix  of  William  Dandy,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  William 
Dandj/,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  13th  March -1663,  directed  that  the  sum  of 
.501.  should  be  paid  by  his  executor,  so  that  the  same  might  be  employed,  until 
it  should  be  safely  settled  by  the  vicar  of  Croston,  for  the  time  being,  and 
by  the  said  William  Croston,  and  others,  so  that  the  use  and  benefit  thereof 
might  remain  towards  buying  clothes  for  certain  poor  indigent  people  of  the 
town  of  Croston,  such  as  should  be  found  to  have  no  provision  made  for  their 
relief,  either  in  the  said  town  or  elsewhere ; and  that  the  benefit  thereof  so 
bestowed  in  clothes,  might  be  distributed  to  such  poor  on  the  29th  September 
yearly,  for  ever;  and  reciting,  that  the  said  James  Pilkington,  William 
Croston,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  the  end  that  a certain 
yearly  sum  might  be  settled,  with  the  said  50/.,  for  buying  them  clothes  as‘ 
aforesaid,  had  purchased  from  the  said  William  Cowper  and  Thomas  Cowper, 
the  annual  rent  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  William  Cowper  and  Thomas 
Cowper,  in  consideration  of  50/.  granted  to  the  said  James  Pilkington,  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  50s.  to  be  issuing  out  of 
a messuage  and  tenement  in  Leyland,  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said 
William  Cowper,  and  the  several  lands  in  Leyland,  called  the  Intack  on  the 
moss  side  of  the  meadow,  the  Field  by  the  Door,  the  Barn  Field,  the  Kiln 
Croft,  and  a little  parcel  of  ground  inclosed  out  of  Leyland  Lane ; and  the 
said  James  Pilkington,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  thereby 
covenanted  with  the  said  Ellen  Dandy,  that  they,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  would 
at  all  times  employ  the  said  annual  rent-charge  for  buying  of  clothes  for  suclr 
poor  people  in  the  town  of  Croston,  as  were,  by  the  will  of  the  said  William 
Dandy  appointed,  and  yearly  make  distribution  of  the  same  ; and  that  such 
two  of  them  as  should  survive  the  others,  would  assign  the  said  rent-charge  to 
eight  other  of  the  oldest,  most  discreet,  and  sufficient  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  Croston,  of  whom  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  should  be  one. 

This  rent-charge  of  50  5.  is  now  paid  by  William  Farington,  esquire,  of 
Shawe  Hall,  who  is  the  owner  of  considerable  property  in  Leyland,  to  the 
trustees  of  the  poor’s  stock  of  the  township  of  Croston,  hereinafter  mentioned, 
and  forms  part  of  an  annual  distribution  of  clothing,  made  by  them  to  the  poor 
of  this  township. 
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Poor’s  Stock. 

By  articles  of  agreement,  bearing  date  30th  December  1681,  a copy  of 
which  is  entered  in  the  account  book  relating  to  the  poor’s  stock  of  the  town- 
ship of  Croston,  made  between  Henry  Croston  and  Thomas  Hesketh,  of  the 
one  part ; and  James  Pilkington,  rector  and  vicar  of  Croston,  Robert  Pening- 
ton,  John  Ridley,  and  four  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said 
Henry  Croston  had  deposited  in  the  ’hands  of  the  said  Robert  Penington  and 
John  Ridley,  10/.,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Hesketh  had  deposited  in  the  same 
hands,  5/.,  and  that  William  Houghton  had  deposited  or  bequeathed  51.  for  the 
uses  thereinafter  expressed  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Henry  Croston  and 
Thomas  Hesketh  were  desirous  to  encourage  others  to  follow  their  example ; 
and  that  a foundation  might  be  made  by  way  of  stock,  for  the  charitable  pur- 
poses thereinafter  declared,  it  was  agreed  by  all  the  parties  thereto,  that  the 
said  Robert  Penington  and  John  Ridley  should  put  out  the  said  sums  to  the 
best  yearly  profit,  and  should,  w'ith  the  said  James  Pilkington,  and  others, 
dispose  of  the  interest  towards  binding  apprentices,  to  be  taken,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, out  of  the  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Croston,  to 
some  honest  trade,  or  occupation  ; that  the  said  Robert  Penington  and  John 
Ridley,  should  yearly,  on  1st  January,  yield  an  account  to  the  other  parties 
of  the  said  sums  of  money  ; that  when  there  should  be  only  two  trustees  sur- 
viving, they  should  appoint  three  otliers ; that  a book  of  accounts  should  be 
provided,  in  which  the  said  sums,  and  all  other  sums  to  be  given,  should  be 
registered,  with  the  names  of  the  apprentices  bound,  and  an  account  of  the 
disbursements  ; and  that  a yearly  meeting  of  the  trustees  should  be  held,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  should  by  the  major  part  of  them  be  thought  con- 
venient. 

It  appears  from  the  account-book,  that  the  poor’s  stock  at  its  commence- 


ment consisted  of — 

£.  s.  d. 

The  three  sums  above-mentioned,  amounting  to  - - - 20  - - 

A proportion  of  the  parish  stock,  upon  division  - - - o - - 

Interest  on  the  said  sums  - - - - - - - i8- 

Given  by  Mr.  Pilkington  - - . - _ _ _;_2- 

Given  by  the  will  of  John  Smith,  towards  the  augmentation  of 

the  town  stock,  for  the  uses  in  the  articles  limited  - - : 2 - - 

Given  by  the  will  of  Richard  Holden,  to  the  same  use  - - 2 - - 

Given  by  the  executors  of  Alice  Haydock,  to  the  same  use  - i 2 - - 


£.  1 32  10  - 


There  is  a memorandum  in  the  book,  which  appears  to  have  been  made  about 
1685,  that  the  gift  of  William  Hesketh,  deceased,  amounted  to  172/.  We 
have  not  found  any  other  particulars  relating  to  this  donation. 

In  1690,  the  total  amount  of  the  poor’s  stock  appears  to  have  been  only 
131  /.  10.9. ; but  at  that  time,  in  addition  to  the  interest  of  the  stock  money, 
there  was  received  from  George  Smith  a rent-charge  of  5/.  a year;  and  in  I7OO, 
there  is  a memorandum,  that  the  representatives  of  George  Smith  had  paid 
127/-  105.  to  discharge  the  rent-charge  which  lay  upon  his  estate.  It  seems 
probable,  therefore,  that  that  rent-charge  arose  from  the  application  of  a part 
of  Hesketh’s  donation.  From  I69I  to  I7OO,  the  principal  sum  for  which 
interest  was  received,  besides  Smith’s  rent-charge,  was  139/.  10 5. 

In  1690,  the  rent-charge  of  2/.  IO5.  per  annum,  derived  from  Dandy’s  charity, 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  appears  to  have  been,  for  the  first  time,  carried  to  the 
poor’s  stock  account,  and  a distribution  of  clothing  commenced  from  that  time. 

From  1701  a yearly  sum  of  13/.  1.55.  was  received  from  Edward  Farnworth 
for  interest. 

By  deed-poll,  bearing  date  4th  December  I7I8,  reciting  that  William  Hes- 
keth, William  Dandy,  and  other  persons,  had  given  several  charities  for  buying 
clothing  for  poor  persons,  and  binding  poor  children  apprentices,  and  other 
charitable  uses,  in  the  township  of  Croston,  consisting  of  a rent-charge  of  505. 
chargeable  upon  lands  belonging  to  George  Farington,  of  Worden,  esquire ; 
13/.  155.  a year,  interest  money,  secured  upon  a mortgage  of  lands  in  Euxton, 
belonging  to  Edward  Farnworth;  and  40/.  of  money  at  interest;  the  whole 
principal  money  being  computed  to  be  340/. ; and  reciting,  that  three  of  the 
trustees  had  died,  and  two  were  incapacitated  from  being  trustees,  by  standing 

convicted 
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convicted  as  Roman  Catholics  ; William  Pilkington,  clerk,  and  five  others,  the 
remaining  trustees,  appointed  three  new  ones  jointly  with  themselves,  and 
stated  that  they  did  not  exclude  the  said  two,  convicted  as  Roman  Catholics, 
from  acting  as  trustees,  but  left  them  to  their  own  choice. 

In  1721,  John  Higham  paid  2/.  IO5.  for  interest ; and  in  I724,  AT/l.  11  s.  was 
received  from  him  for  his  debt  and  interest;  and  in  the  same  year  50/.  was 
lent  to  Richard  Wignall,  who  from  that  time  paid  2/.  IO5.  interest. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  2?th  and  28th  September 
1728,  Nicholas  Fazakerley  and  Anne  Smith,  in  consideration  of  250/.  conveyed 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Pilkington,  rector  of  Croston,  John  Thornton  and 
Hugh  Hesketh,  and  their  heirs,  several  closes,  lying  in  Ulnes  Walton,  called 
the  Ash  Meadow,  the  Near  Hey  and  the  Little  Hey,  containing  9 acres, 
customary  measure. 

From  this  time,  the  receipt  of  Farn worth’s  interest  ceases  ; and  therefore, 
there  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  that  the  250/.  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate 
at  Ulnes  Walton,  was  the  same  money  as  had  been  previously  lent  to  him  on 
mortgage. 

The  rent  of  this  estate  was  at  first  10/.  IO5.  per  annum;  in  1733,  it  was 
raised  to  10/.  155. ; and  in  1739,  was  lowered  again  to  lOA  IO5.  In  1760^ 
there  appears  to  have  been  a sum  of  155/.  in  the  hands  of  various  persons  at 
interest,  in  which  was  probably  included  a legacy  of  26/.  given  by  George 
Norris,  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  in  I754 
interest  was  received  from  Richard  Langtree  for  44/.  which  had  been  advanced 
to  him  in  the  preceding  year,  in  part  of  a mortgage  of  70/.  on  lands  in  Ec- 
cleston,  but  that  in  1755  interest  was  received  by  the  trustees  for  the  whole 
70/.,  and,  in  1756,  an  annual  sum  of  1/.  65.  is  for  the  first  time  charged  in  the 
disbursements,  as  having  been  paid  for  bread  on  account  of  Norris’s  gift.  It 
is  therefore  probable,  that  this  sum  of  70  /•  was  made  up  of  44  /.  of  the  poor’s 
stock,  and  Norris’s  legacy  of  26/.;  and  that  the  trustees  of  the  former  then 
took  charge  of  the  latter,  as  the  annual  payment  of  1/.  65.  has  been  continued 
to  the  present  time.  The  mortgage  for  70  /.  was  paid  off  to  the  trustees  in 
1759,  and  the  money  placed  on  another  security. 

A memorandum,  entered  in  the  book  in  1779,  states,  that  Roger  Ryding, 
a trustee  for  a legacy  of  52/.  given  by  John  Hough  (the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  hereinafter  stated),  had  paid  that  money,  which  was  accepted  by  the 
trustees,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  person  making  the  bread ; and  in  the 
same  year,  the  said  sum  of  52/.  appears  to  have  been  lent  by  the  trustees  to 
John  TralFord,  upon  his  note. 

From  the  year  I78I  to  the  present  time,  the  portion  to  which  this  township 
is  entitled,  of  the  rents  arising  from  Peter  Lathom’s  charity,  the  particulars  of 
which  will  be  hereinafter  stated,  has  been  carried  to  the  account  of  the  poor’s 
stock,  and  included  in  the  annual  distribution  thereof. 

The  rent  of  the  land  at  Ulnes  Walton  appears  to  have  been  in  I78I,  I9/.  IO5. ; 
in  1784,  16/.;  in  1802,  26/.;  and  in  1810,  31/.  In  1822  it  was  lowered 
to  28/. 

In  1804,  the  following  sums,  of  which  the  stock-money  then  consisted,  and 
which  had  been  previously  lent  out  by  the  trustees,  were  paid  to  them,  with 
the  interest  due  thereon 


Mr.  TrafFcrd,  50/.  and  interest 
Mr.  Farrer’s  note,  and  interest  - _ _ 

Overseers  of  the  poor  of  Croston,  60/.  and  interest 
Mr.  Daye  Barker,  200/.  and  interest 


£.  s.  d. 
51  10  2 

11  - - 

63  - - 

- 208  15  7; 


and,  in  the  same  year,  two  sums  are  entered  as  paid,  one  of  II7/.  with 
2/.  185.  6d.  for  auction  duty,  for  the  Whick  Stake  Field  ; and  one  of  200/.  for 
Abbot’s  Little  Field  and  the  Lower  Shoot;  and  there  is  also  a charge  of 
14/.  145.  ^d.  for  the  conveyances. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  September  1804,  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master, 
under  a power  given  to  him  by  certain  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  and 
appointment  of  the  14th  and  15th  of  the  same  month,  in  consideration  of  317/., 
appointed  that  so  much  of  that  close  on  the  west  side,  called  the  Whick  Stake 
Field,  situate  on  the  north  or  north-east  side  of  a lane  called  the  Finny  Lane, 
in  Croston,  as  containing  1 acre  ; and  also  the  closes,  called  the  Lower  Shoot 
and  the  Little  Field,  in  Croston,  containing  1a.  2r.  15  p.  then  in  the  occupa- 
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tion  of  Richard  Abbott,  should  remain  to  the  use  of  John  Trafford,  Josiah 
Dickenson,  Robert  Norris  and  Edward  Master,  and  their  heirs. 

Trustees  of  the  poor’s  stock  liave  been,  from  time  to  time,  appointed  by 
entries  in  the  book  of  the  charity  ; but  there  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been 
any  conveyance  to  new  trustees  of  the  lands  purchased  in  1728,  or  of  those 
purchased  in  180-1<. 

The  present  trustees  are  Sir  Thomas  Dalrymple  Hesketh,  baronet,  the 
Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  the  Rev.  Robert  Mosley  Master,  the  Rev.  James 
Streynsham  Master,  Thomas  Joseph  Trafford,  Josiah  Dickenson  and  John 
Park. 

The  property  of  this  charity  now  consists  of — 

1.  — The  three  fields  in  Ulnes  Walton,  purchased  in  1728,  which  contain 
about  8i  acres  (customary  measure,  of  8 yards  to  the  perch).  They  adjoin  to 
the  property  purchased  with  the  money  arising  from  Dr.  Layfield’s  charity, 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  containing  about  lOJ  customary  acres.  Both  these 
estates  were  let  together,  as  has  been  already  stated,  to  James  Wilding,  for 
a term  of  11  years  from  1st  December  1809;  the  portion  of  the  rent  allotted 
to  this  charity  being  31/.,  which  was  in  1802  lowered,  on  the  opinion  of  a 
surveyor,  to  28/.  the  same  person  still  continuing  in  the  occupation  of  the 
premises  as  yearly  tenant. 

2.  — The  field  called  Whick  Stake,  part  of  the  lands  purchased  in  1804,  is 
in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Tuson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  4/.  per 
annum,  out  of  which  the  tenant  is  allowed  the  amount  of  a drainage  rate,  paid 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  for  the  year  1824  amounted  to  195.  The 
rent  until  the  last  year  was  5/.  105. ; but  the  land  has  been  injured  by  being 
over-ploughed  by  the  late  tenant.  The  present  rent  is  considered  the  fair 
value  of  this  field  ; but  it  is  expected,  that  with  proper  management,  it  will  in 
a few  years  be  worth  more. 

"3. — The  two  fields,  called  the  Lower  Shoot  and  the  Little  Field,  the  residue 
of  the  purchase  of  1804,  are  now  laid  together,  and  are  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Thornton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  8/.  per  anuum.  In  1821 
the  rent  was  lowered  from  8/.  10^.  to  8/.  85.  and  in  the  following  year  to  the 
present  amount.  These  fields  are  an  accommodation  to  the  tenant,  as  they 
afford  him  a road  to  other  land  in  his  occupation. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  rents,  the  trustees  receive  the  portion 
of  Peter  Lathom’s  charity,  which  for  the  last  year  amounted  to  I7/.  105.  and 
the  rent-charge  of  2/.  IO5.  arising  from  Dandy’s  charity,  as  before  mentioned. 

As  the  portion  of  Lathom’s  charity  is  received  by  Mr.  Dickenson,  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  poor’s  stock,  about  the  month  of  May,  and  the  distribution 
does  not  take  place  till  the  Christmas,  interest  is  allowed  by  him  for  the  money 
during  the  time  that  it  remains  in  his  hands. 

The  disburbursements  consist  of — 

1.  — An  annual  payment  of  3/.  18 5.  for  the  weekly  distributions  of  bread, 
in  respect  of  Hough’s  and  Norris’s  charities,  hereinafter  mentioned. 

2.  — A distribution  of  clothing  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Croston,  which 
takes  place  the  first  Monday  after  Christmas.  Applications  are  previously  made 
to  the  trustees  by  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  township,  some  of  whom  do 
and  others  do  not  receive  relief,  whether  resident  there  or  not,  for  articles 
of  clothing.  These  applications  are  considered  at  several  meetings  before 
Christmas,  at  which  some  of  the  trustees  attend,  and  a list  of  such  applicants 
as  are  approved  of  is  made,  with  the  articles  which  it  is  thought  proper  that 
each  should  have,  attention  being  paid  to  their  necessities,  and  the  number  of 
their  respective  families.  The  clothing,  consisting  of  coats  and  breeches  for 
the  men  and  boys,  and  petticoats  for  the  women  and  girls,  is  distributed  at 
the  general  meeting  on  the  Monday  after  Christmas,  which  is  held  at  a public 
house  at  Croston,  and  the  trustees  on  that  day  dine  together  at  the  expense  of 
the  charity.  The  expense  of  this  dinner  amounted  in  — 

£.  s.  d. 
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1819 
1 8-20 
1 821 
1 822 
1 82;^ 
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116  2 

1 18  - 

2 811 
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2 10  - 
2 10  - 
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The  original  object  of  establishing  the  poor’s  stock,  appears  to  have  been  the 
binding  out  as  apprentices  poor  children  of  the  township  ; but  of  late  years 
few  applications  have  been  to  the  trustees  for  the  apprenticing  of  children, 
although  it  is  well  known  in  the  township  that  the  charity  is  considered  in  part  ^ 
applicable  to  that  purpose,  the  poor  children  being  usually,  at  a very  early  age,, 
employed  in  the  cotton  factories. 

One  apprentice  was  bound  out  in  1814,  and  one  in  1819,  with  premiums  of 
51.  each.  In  the  latter  instance  the  master  and  the  apprentice  disagreed  ; the 
indentures  were  cancelled  by  mutual  consent,  and  the  trustees  received  back 
I 2/.  10.y.  from  the  master.  With  the  exception  of  these  two  children,  none  have 
' been  bound  out  for  a great  many  years. 

Upon  the  account  for  the  year  ending  at  Christmas  1828,  there  was  a balance, 
i against  the  charity  of  4/.  15 5.  5d. ; and  upon  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending  at 
Christmas  1824,  of  13/.  due  to  Mr.  John  Park,  one  of  the  trustees,  who  at  present 
keeps  the  accounts,  and  who  is  a draper,  and  furnishes  the  materials  of  which 
the  clothing  is  made ; but  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  it  was  intended  by  the 
trustees  to  limit  the  future  distributions,  so  as  gradually  to  reduce  this  debt. 

At  the  general  meeting  the  accounts  of  the  year  preceding  are  examined, 
and  signed  by  the  trustees  present. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

Peter  Lathom^  of  Bispham,  yeoman,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  2d  April  I7OO,. 
reciting,  that  he  was  seised  of  several  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, in  the  township  of  Mawdesley,  Bispham,  Lathorn,  Burscough, 
Wrightington,  and  Parbold,  or  elsewhere,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  devised 
the  same  to  Robert  Scarisbrick,  John  Trafford,  Nicholas  Rigby,  Christopher 
Gradwell,  John  Heyes,  William  Halliwell,  Joseph  Tomson,  and  Thomas 
Maudesley,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  after  payment  of  his  debts  and  funeral 
expenses,  that  part  of  Woan’s  tenement,  then  in  the  possession  of  Alice. 
Woan,  shoidd  go  to  the  use  of  the  said  Alice  Woan,  Eleanor  Dicconson,  and 
Margery  Dicconson,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  during  their 
lives,  and  after  their  deaths,  should  revert  to  his  said  trustees  and  executors, 
and  be  disposed  of  by  them  as  the  rest  of  his  estates  ; and  reciting,  that  by 
indenture  of  lease,  dated  15th  March  then  last,  he  had  demised  to  the  said 
John  Heyes,  the  capital  messuage  and  tenement  called  the  Hall  of  Burscough, 
in  Lathorn,  for  the  term  of  999  years,  and  had  therein  reserved  to  himself, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  10/.  a year  clear  thereout,  payable  at  Christmas;  he 
directed,  that  his  trustees  should  dispose  of  the  same  yearly  rent,  after 
his  decease,  to  the  poor  of  Lathorn,  during  the  said  term,  and  to  such  poor 
as  should  receive  no  public  allowance  out  of  the  said  town,  and  according  to 
their  discretion  ; and  he  directed,  that  his  said  trustrees  should  levy  and  raise 
the  sum  of  500/.  out  of  the  clear  issues  and  profits  of  all  the  said  messuages, 
lands  and  premises,  and  lay  the  same  out  upon  lands  or  tenements,  or  other- 
wise augment  the  said  messuages,  &c.  to  the  sum  of  100 /.  a year  ; and  that 
they  should  then  receive,  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  messuages,  &c. 
the  sum  of  200/.  and  lay  the  same  out  upon  land,  the  clear  profits  thereof 
to  be  disposed  of  yearly,  to  bind  apprentices,  for  ever,  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  said  trustees,  either  boys  or  girls  ; and  he  gave  to  the  poor  of 
Bispham,  Mawdesley  and  Ormskirk,  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  so  much  land  as 
300  /.  would  purchase,  and  as  it  came  to  be  raised  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of 
the  said  premises,  and  directed,  that  his  said  trustees  should  dispose  of  the 
same,  yearly,  to  such  poor  of  the  said  towns  as  should  receive  no  public 
allowance,  and  as  they  should  judge  most  charitable  ; and  that  if  there  should 
be  any  of  the  surname  of  Lathorn  in  Mawdesley  or  Bispham,  they  should  have 
a fourth  part  of  the  yearly  allowance  within  their  respective  townships  ; and 
then,  that  his  said  trustees  should  raise,  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said 
premises,  the  further  sum  of  100/.  and  add  it  to  the  bank  or  fund,  for  the  uses 
above  mentioned  ; and  he  gave  to  the  poor  of  Newburgh,  Burscough,  Dalton 
and  Rufford,  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  so  much  land  as  400/.  would  purchase, 
to  be  divided  amongst  them,  according  to  the  discretion  of  his  said  trustees  ; 
and  he  gave  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  so  much  land  as  200/.  would  purchase, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  raised  next  out  of  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  the  said 
premises,  by  his  said  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  prisoners  in  Lancaster 
Castle,  according  to  the  discretion  of  such  persons  as  they  should  appoint  to 
distribute  the  same  ; and  then  he  directed  his  said  trustees  to  raise  another 
100/.  and  add  it  to  the  bank  or  fund,  for  the  uses  above  mentioned  ; and  he 
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Trostou.  gave  to  the  poor  of  Wrightington,  Parbold,  Ulnes-AValton,  Croston  and  Welch 
— Whittle,  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  so  much  land  as  500/.  would  purchase, 
^ which  he  appointed  his  said  trustees  to  raise  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the 
^ ^ said  premises  ; and  directed  that  they,  or  such  persons  as  they  should  appoint, 
should  distribute  the  same  to  such  poor  as  should  receive  no  public  allowance 
out  of  the  said  townships,  and  as  they  should  judge  most  charitable  ; and  then 
he  directed  his  said  trustees  to  raise  the  sum  of  100  /.  more  out  of  the  clear 
yearly  profits  of  the  said  premises,  and  add  it  to  the  former  stock  or  fund, 
for  the  uses  aforesaid  ; and  he  gave  to  the  poor  of  Scarisbrick,  Skelmersdale, 
Bickerstaffe,  Eccleston  and  Heskin,  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  so  much  land  as 
500/.  would  purchase,  to  be  by  the  trustees  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the 
said  towns,  in  manner  aforesaid  ; and  then  he  directed  his  said  trustees  to  raise 
100/.  more,  and  add  it  to  the  said  stock  or  funds,  for  the  uses  aforesaid  ; and 
he  declared,  that  no  public  officer  or  overseer  of  tlie  poor  should  be  employed 
to  distribute  any  of  the  gifts  and  bequests  to  the  poor  of  the  respective 
towns  aforesaid,  but  that  the  same  sho\ild  be  employed  or  converted  to  the 
most  charitable  use,  as  buying  them  cloth,  linen,  or  woollen,  buying  them, 
corn,  if  it  should  be  dear,  or  such  like  charitable  acts,  which  the  said  trustees, 
or  whom  they  should  appoint,  should  think  most  proper  and  agreeable  to  his, 
will  and  mind  ; and  after  all  the  said  gifts  should  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  he 
directed  that  all  sums  of  money,  then  in  the  bank,  and  the  yearly  profits  of  the 
said  premises,  should  remain  for  ever  to  such  charitable  and  pious  ends  as  the 
said  trustees,  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  should  think  meet  to  appropriate  the  same  ; and  directed, 
that  if  any  controversy  should  arise  about  his  will,  the  charges  of  the  suit 
should  go  out  of  the  yearly  ))rofits  of  the  said  premises,  and  the  managers  of 
the  suits  should  be  well  paid  for  their  pains ; and  he  directed,  that  every  thing 
touching  the  management  of  the  said  trust,  should  at  all  times  be  decided  by 
a majority  of  votes,  and  that  the  trustees,  as  often  as  they  should  raise  500/. 
for  the  poor,  should  take  next  out  of  the  clear  yearly  profits  JOO/.  to  their  own 
use  as  albresaid,  and  after  raising  100/.  to  the  trustees,  should  raise  100/.  more, 
and  add  it  to  the  stock,  which  metliod  should  be  continued  for  ever  ; and  that: 
when  there  should  be  only  five  surviving  trustees,  they  should  nominate  and 
choose  so  many  more  as  would  make  up  the  number  thereinbefore  mentioned,, 
and  that  they  should  elect  the  heirs  of  the  trustee.^,  thereinbefore  mentioned  ; 
but  that  if  any  of  them  should  die  without  issue,  the  said  trustee  or  trustees 
should  nominate  one  to  succeed  him  after  his  death. 

In  1732,  an  information  was  exhibited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the 
county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  in  the  name  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
that  county,  at  the  relation  of  Thomas  Addison  and  others,  against  the  said 
Robert  Scarisbrick  and  William  Halliwell,  as  the  then  surviving  trustees,  and 
other  persons  who  had  been  elected  new  trustees;  and  by  a decree  made  on  the 
9th  March,  in  that  year,  it  was  ordered,  that  such  part  of  the  trust  estates  as 
were  leasehold,  should  be  sold,  and  the  money  thereby  raised  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance,  to  be  settled  to  the  said  uses. 

In  1743,  a petition  was  presented  to  the  court  by  the  relators  in  this  suit, 
stating  that  the  leaseholds  had  been  sold  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree,  and 
the  monies  thereby  raised  has  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  of  inherit- 
ance ; that  500  /.  and  upwards,  raised  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lease- 
hold estates,  had  also  been  laid  out  in  purchasing  lands  of  inheritance,  towards 
making  up  the  trust  estate  100/.  a year,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
donor’s  will,  but  that  the  rents  had  been  so  much  reduced  by  the  sale  of  the 
leaseholds,  and  laying  out  the  money  arising  therefrom  in  lands  of  inheritance, 
that  the  .500/.  directed  by  the  testator  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands 
of  inheritance,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  make  up  the  trust  estate  of  the  annual 
value  of  100/. ; and  that  though  the  testator  had  directed  the  estates  devised 
to  be  advanced  to  100/.  a year,  before  the  charitable  uses  were  to  take  place, 
he  only  directed  500/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  ])urchase  of  lands,  which  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  raise  the  estates  to  100/.  a year;  and  tliat  as  it  was  upwards  of 
forty  years  since  the  testator’s  death,  and  no  benefit  had  been  received  from 
the  trust  estate  by  the  poor  legatees ; and  as  it  had  been  found  impracticable 
to  pursue  the  whole  directions  of  the  will,  with  regard  to  advancing  the  estate 
to  100/.  a year;  and  as  the  said  decree  directed  the  said  estates  to  go  accord- 
ing to  the  testator’s  will,  without  any  directions  being  given  touching  the 
application  of  the  rents  and  profits,  so  that  the  execution  of  tlic  trust  was  left 
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on  an  uncertainty,  the  petititioners  therefore  prayed  a rehearing  of  the  cause, 
In  order  to  vary  the  said  decree  as  to  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  to  have  the 
court’s  directions,  as  to  the  immediate  application  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  trust  estate,  notwithstanding  it  was  not  of  the  annual  value  of  100/.  and 
that  the  testator’s  intent  might  be  rendered  practicable,  and  his  charitable  dis* 
position  take  place  as  the  court  should  direct. 

By  another  decree,  made  on  21st  September  17'i4,  on  a rehearing  of  the 
cause,  granted  in  consequence  of  this  petition,  it  was  ordered,  that  so  much  of 
the  former  decree  as  related  to  the  settling  of  the  newly  purchased  lands  of 
inheritance  to  the  same  uses  as  the  leasehold  estates,  should  be  reversed,  and 
that  the  other  parts  of  the  former  decree  should  be  affirmed  ; and  it  appearing 
to  the  court  impracticable  to  carry  the  said  will  literally  into  effect,  and  the 
defendants  (the  then  trustees)  consenting  to  relinquish  the  several  legacies  to 
them  bequeathed,  and  the  several  powers  vested  in  them,  for  disposing  of  any 
part  of  the  trust  estate  in  general  charities ; and  also  to  relinquish  their  said 
trusts,  and  to  pay  and  assign  over  the  money  and  securities  in  their  hands  to 
new  trustees,  upon  being  indemnified  for  so  doing,  which  the  relators,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  seventeen  townships  interested  in  the  charity  consented  to, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  defendants  should  convey  the  said  estates  unto  new 
trustees  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  after  indemnifying  the  said  old  trustees 
against  a certain  bond  therein  mentioned,  to  apply  the  rents  of  the  said  premises 
in  manner  following,  viz. : in  the  first  place,  to  distribute  the  clear  yearly  rent 
of  6/.  amongst  the  poor  persons  in  Lancaster  castle,  and  the  residue  of  the  said 
yearly  rents  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  seventeen  townships,  viz.  Bispham, 
Mawdesley,  Ormskirk,  Newburgh,  Burscough,  Dalton,  Rufford,  Wrightington, 
Parbold,  Ulnes-Walton,  Croston,  Welch  Whittle,  Scarisbrick,  Skelmersdale, 
Bickerstafie,  Eccleston  and  Heskin  ; one  seventeenth  part  of  such  residue  to 
the  poor  of  each  of  the  seventeen  townships,  to  be  distributed  amongst  them 
to  the  most  charitable  use,  in  cloth,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  testator’s  will  ; and  it  was  ordered  that  the  trustees  should  be  twelve  in 
number,  and  should  be  appointed  by  the  registrar  of  the  said  court;  and  that 
when  reduced  by  death  to  five,  or  under,  the  survivors,  or  the  major  part  of 
tliem,  should  elect  so  many  new  ones  as  would  make  up  the  number  twelve ; 
and  that  the  legal  estate  should  be  conveyed  by  such  survivors  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  the  new  trustees,  to  be  elected  as  aforesaid,  and  their  heirs,  upon 
the  trusts  and  for  the  purposes  in  the  same  decree  expressed ; and  that  from 
time  to  time,  for  ever,  when  the  said  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five,  or 
under,  the  number  should  be  filled  up,  and  a new  conveyance  made  to  the 
effect  aforesaid. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  bearing  date  29tli  November  17-55,  between 
Edward  Scarisbrick,  of  the  first  part ; Thomas  Rigbye,  of  the  second  part ; 
John  Trafford,  of  the  third  part;  and  James  Ashton  Nelson,  and  eleven  others, 
of  the  fourth  part ; reciting,  that  the  registrar  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of 
Lancaster  had  appointed  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part  to  be  trustees  of  this 
charity  ; and  that  the  legal  estate  of  such  parts  of  the  premises  thereinafter 
mentioned,  as  were  devised  by  Peter  Lathom,  were  become  vested  in  the  said 
Edward  Scarisbrick,  as  the  heir  of  Robert  Scarisbrick,  who  was  the  surviving 
trustee  under  the  said  will ; that  the  messuage  and  tenement  in  Wrightington, 
thereinafter  mentioned,  were  purchased  in  1729  ; and  the  messuage  and  tene- 
ment, called  the  Tawd  in  Skelmersdale,  thereinafter  mentioned,  in  1744,  with 
monies  raised  on  the  trust  estate,  in  the  name  of  Nicholas  Rigbye,  father  of  the 
said  Thomas  Rigbye  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in  obedience  to  the  said  decree 
of  1744,  the  said  Edward  Scarisbrick  bargained  and  sold  to  the  parties  of  the 
fourth  part,  and  their  heirs,  the  capital  messuage  and  tenement,  called  Burs- 
cough Hall,  and  the  closes  thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  Lathom,  subject  to 
the  before-mentioned  lease  for  999  years,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  10/;  and 
several  closes  in  Dalton,  called  the  Rushy  Fields,  and  several  closes  in  Parbold, 
called  the  Crook  Ground  ; and  a parcel  of  land,  and  a close  in  Mawdesley,  called 
Barrett’s  Meadow  ; and  another  parcel  of  land,  and  a close  in  Mawdesley,  called 
Broad  Meadow  ; and  a cottage  and  small  tenement  in  Lathom,  called  Wignall’s, 
upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  yearly  rent  of  10  /.  of  the  tenement  called  Burs- 
cough Hall,  during  the  said  term  of  999  years,  to  the  poor  of  Lathom,  and  to 
such  poor  as  should  receive  no  public  allowance,  according  to  their  discretion  ; 
and  after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  to  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
that  tenement  for  the  uses  appointed  by  the  decree  of  1744,  and  to  dispose 

Rep.  15.  R 4 of 


Croston. 

Lathom’s  Charity, 
continued. 

'' 


13^  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Ctoston.  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  residue  of  the  said  premises,  to  the  uses  directed 

— by  that  decree  ; and  it  was  further  witnessed,  that  the  said  Thomas  Rigbye  bar- 

pai'ties  of  the  fourth  part,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage 
V ^ tenement,  and  several  closes  in  Wrightington,  and  a messuage  called  the 

Tawd,  and  several  closes  in  Skelmersdale,  upon  trust,  for  the  uses  directed  by 
the  said  decree ; and  it  was  further  witnessed,  that  the  said  Thomas  Rigbye 
covenanted  to  surrender,  to  the  use  of  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  and  their 
heirs,  a customary  messuage  and  tenement,  and  eight  burgages,  and  two  parts 
of  a burgage  in  Newburgh,  under  the  yearly  burgage  rent  of  8s.  8d.  upon  trust 
for  the  uses  directed  by  the  said  decree. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  was  in  1804,  when  William  Hawkshead  and 
Thomas  Wilson,  as  the  surviving  trustees,  conveyed  to  Thomas  Hawkshead, 
Richard  Prescott  of  Lathom,  Richard  Prescott  of  Dalton,  Henry  Bold,  Ralph 
Culshaw  the  elder,  Ralph  Culshaw  the  younger,  Richard  Finch,  Thomas 
Walkden,  Richard  Derbyshire,  and  James  Lea  the  elder,  and  their  heirs,  the 
messuage  and  tenement,  called  Burscough  Hall,  and  several  closes  thereunto 
belonging,  situate  in  Lathom,  containing  by  estimation  20  acres ; the  closes 
called  the  Rushy  Fields,  in  Dalton,  containing  3 acres  ; the  closes  called  Crook 
Fields,  in  Parbold,  containing  11  acres  ; the  parcel  of  land  in  Barrett’s  Meadow, 
in  Mawdesley,  containing  1 acre ; the  parcel  of  land  in  Broad  Meadow, 
in  Mawdesley,  containing  1 acre  ; the  cottage  or  small  tenement,  in  Lathom, 
called  Wignall’s,  containing  half  an  acre,  all  of  which  were  devised  by  the  said 
Peter  Lathom  ; and  the  messuage  and  tenement,  in  Wrightington,  purchased 
in  1729,  containing  12;^  acres  ; and  the  messuage  and  tenement,  called  the 
Tawd,  in  Skelmersdale,  containing  40  acres,  purchased  in  1735 ; and  a piece 
of  Moss  land,  in  Skelmersdale,  allotted  to  that  tenement  on  the  division  of 
Skelmersdale  Moss;  and  a parcel  of  newly  inclosed  common  land,  called  the 
Lee  Close,  in  Wrightington,  containing  1a,  & 20  p.;  and  a messuage  and 
several  closes,  partly  in  Wrightington  and  partly  in  Heskin,  containing  38  acres, 
purchased  since  the  last  preceding  trust  deed  in  1777»  to  the  use  of  all  the 
parties  thereto,  upon  the  trusts  expressed  in  the  decree  of  1744,  and  in  the 
indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  of  1755  ; and  they  also  covenanted  to  surrender 
' the  customary  premises  in  Newburgh,  which  are  described  as  containing  about 
4 acres,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

The  present  surviving  trustees,  under  this  deed,  are  Messrs.  William  Hawks- 
head, Thomas  Hawkshead,  Richard  Prescott  of  Lathom,  Richard  Prescott 
of  Dalton,  Thomas  Walkden,  and  Richard  Derbyshire. 

The  following  rental  will  show  the  present  state  of  the  property  of  this  charity: 
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All  the  tenants  of'  lands  have  an  allowance  made  to  them  for  draining,  of  Croston. 
Is.  per  rood,  according  to  the  quantity  of  land  drained  by  them.  — 

The  tenant  of  the  premises  in  Skelmersdale  (No.  1,  in  the  rental,)  has 
remained  in  the  occupation  of  them  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  to  whom  ^ ^ 

the  lease  for  seven  years  was  granted  in  1824  ; but  it  is  doubted  whether  she 
will  be  able  to  continue  as  the  tenant  thereof.  The  trustees  have  agreed  to 
allow  her  20/.  for  manure  out  of  her  rent  for  the  year  1825. 

The  same  amount  of  rent  as  is  now  paid  by  John  Fell ; viz.  27/.  for  the  house 
and  lands  in  Newburgh,  and  6/.  for  the  lands  in  Dalton,  (Nos.  3 and  4,)  appears 
j|  to  have  been  received  from  him  since  1802;  and  we  are  informed,  that  upon 
[I  the  house  at  Newburgh  being  rebuilt,  an  agreement  was  made  between  him 
and  the  then  trustees,  that  in  consideration  of  his  contributing  towards  the 
ri  expense  thereof,  he  and  his  wife  should  be  permitted  to  retain  the  premises  at 
j'  the  same  rent  during  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor ; but  no  note  of  this 
{ agreement  was  produced  to  us.  The  trustees  consider  the  rents  now  paid  by 
i John  Fell  as  much  as  the  respective  premises  held  by  him  are  fairly  worth. 

A few  years  ago,  a sum  of  about  ’‘/Ol.  was  lost  by  the  failure  of  a former 
tenant  of  the  premises  at  Wrightington,  (No.  4.),  now  occupied  by  Williajn 
Mawdesley. 

The  rent  agreed  to  be  paid  by  Peter  Ellison,  under  his  lease  for  seven  years, 

(of  Nos.  5 and  6,)  was  140/.  per  annum.  In  1822,  upon  his  complaining  to 
the  trustees  that  this  rent  was  too  high,  he  was  allowed  to  give  up  the  premises,, 
and  they  were  relet,  by  tender,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  when  he  bid 
80/.  per  annum ; and  there  being  one  other  offer  of  the  same,  and  none  of  ; 
a higher  amount,  his  was  accepted.  It  was  intended  by  the  trustees,  at  the 
expiration  of  this  term  in  1826,  to  let  these  premises  to  the  best  advantage  ; but 
it  was  doubted  whether  a larger  rent  than  the  present  could  be  obtained. 

The  usual  mode  of  letting  the  property  of  the  charity  is  by  tender ; and  the 
various  premises  are  considered  to  be  now  let  at  fair  rents,  except  the  Burscough 
Hall  estate,  in  respect  of  which  the  charity  is  entitled  only  to  the  yearly  rent 
of  10/.  under  the  lease  for  999  years.  It  is  not  known  by  the  trustees  in  whom 
that  lease  is  now  vested.  The  trustees  have,  from  time  to  time,  exercised  the 
right  of  cutting  timber  on  that  estate. 

The  two  old  cottages,  rented  of  the  trustees  by  James  Tasker,  (No.  10,  in  the 
rental,)  are  situate  on  a small  slip  of  land  adjoining  to  the  Burscough  Hall 
estate. 

All  the  buildings  on  the  charity  estates  are  repaired  by  the  trustees,  except 
these  two  cottages. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  property,  there  is  a sum  of  money 
belonging  to  the  charity,  in  the  old  bank  at  Preston,  amounting  at  the  time  of 
our  investigation,  to  1,315/.  12^.  8(/.  In  1797,  a sum  of  814/.  was  received 
for  timber  sold  from  the  charity  estates,  800/.  of  which  appears  to  have  been 
lent  to  a Mr.  Banckes,  and  to  have  been  recovered  in  1803,  after  some  trouble 
and  expense,  from  his  executors,  and  then  placed  in  the  old  bank,  at  Preston, 
with  the  intention  that  it  should  form  an  accumulating  fund  for  the  purchase 
of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity.  The  account  with  the  bankers  has 
been  kept  open,  and  the  interest  paid  by  them  for  the  balances  in  their  hands, 
being  at  first  after  the  rate  of  4 per  cent,  afterwards  reduced  to  3,  and  latterly 
to  2|  per  cent,  has  been  from  time  to  time  added  to  the  principal  sum,  and 
some  other  additions  has  been  made  to  it.  It  has  also  been  occasionally  les- 
sened, by  sums  applied  to  the  erection  of  buildings  on  the  charity  estates. 

Offers  have  been  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  trustees,  for  estates  brought 
to  sale,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  make  an  advantageous  purchase  with 
this  fund.  It  is  their  intention  to  apply  it  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  whenever 
a favourable  opportunity  shall  occur. 

An  attempt  has  been  lately  made  to  improve  the  funds  of  the  charity,  by 
obtaining  a profit  from  coal,  lying  under  the  land,  at^  Wrightington  occupied 
by  Peter  Ellison.  In  1822,  William  Holding,  who  had  opened  a coal  mine  in 
the  adjoining  land,  made,  with  the  permission  of  the  trustees,  two  passage  ways 
under  the  charity  lands,  with  a view  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  coal  there. 

In  1824  an  agreement  was  drawn  up,  under  which  he  was  to  pay  for  getting 
the  coal  under  those  lands,  after  the  rate  of  140/.  per  acre,  during  a term  of 
nine  years ; but  he  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  decline  working  the  mine  under  the 
charity  lands,  if  the  coal  was  not  found  to  answer  his  expectation.  Holding 
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having  since  died,  his  son  is  in  possession  of  the  mine ; but  as  the  coal 
under  the  charity  lands  has  decreased  from  three  feet  to  one  foot  six  inches 
in  thickness,  it  is  doubted  whether  it  will  be  worth  his  while  to  continue  to 
work  it  in  that  quarter.  In  1825  he  paid  to  the  trustees  a sum  of  91  which 
with  9/*  allowed  to  an  inspector,  made  up  100/.,  being  the  sum  which  was  to  be 
annually  paid  on  account,  under  the  agreement,  subject  to  an  inspection  and 
measurement  to  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  trustees,  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
coal  was  actually  worked.  This  sum  of  91  /•  was  paid  into  the  Preston  old 
bank,  and  forms  part  of  the  balance  there,  above  stated. 

A meeting  of  the  trustees  is  held  annually  at  Newburgh,  on  the  first  Monday 
after  Old  May-day,  when  the  rents  are  received,  and  the  general  business  of 
the  charity  transacted.  The  usual  disbursements  consist  of— 1st,  The  sums  paid 
for  repairs  of  buildings  2d.  Some  small  chief  rents.  3d.  Th6  allowance  to  the 
tenants  for  such  quantity  of  draining  as  they  may  have  done.  4>th.  A sum  of 
2/.  2 5.  allowed  to  Mr.  William  Wareing,  solicitor,  of  Ormskirk,  the  clerk  to 
the  trustees,  who  keeps  the  accounts,  and  who  is  also  paid  for  the  professional 
business  done  by  him  on  account  of  the  charity  ; and,  5th.  The  expenses  of 
the  annual  meeting,  when  a dinner  ^ is  provided  for  the  trustees  and  for  the 
tenants,  amounting  to  between  7 /•  and  8 /. 

The  annual  sum  of  61.  is  set  apart,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  decree 
of  1744<,  for  the  poor  prisoners  in  Lancaster,  and  is  sent  to  the  gaoler  there. 
Its  application  will  be  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  town  of 
Lancaster,  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  report.  The  residue  of  the  rents 
(except  that  of  the  Burscough  Hall  estate)  is  then  divided  equally  amongst  the 
seventeen  places  specified  in  the  donor’s  will. 


to  each  place  was, — 

i8i8  ...  - 

£. 

22 

s. 

d. 

1819  - - - - 

- 

- 

22 

- 

- 

1820  - - - - 

- 

- 

21 

- 

- 

1821  - 

- 

- 

22 
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1822  - - - - 

- 

- 

18 

— 

— 

1823  - - - - 

- 

17 

- 

- 

1824  - - 

- 

17 

- 

- 

182.5  - 

- 

17 

10 

- 

In  order  to  make  up  an  even  sum  to  each  place,  the  trustees  usually  draw 
from  the  Preston  old  bank  a small  portion  of  the  balance  in  hand.  The 
portions  of  some  of  the  places  entitled  to  partake  of  this  charity  are  applied  by 
the  respective  trustees,  residing  in  or  near  to  them,  to  the  purchase  of  cloth, 
which  is  distributed  under  their  direction,  to  poor  persons  of  the  respective 
places,  not  rfeceiving  relief.  The  portions  of  the  others  are  transmitted  to 
an  inhabitant  of  each  place,  and  are  given  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  same 
description,  usually  in  cloth,  but  in  some  instances  in  money. 

The  precise  mode  of  distribution  was  left  by  the  donor  to  the  discretion  of 
the  trustees  ; but  it  appears  to  be  more  consonant  to  his  intention  to  bestow 
the  charity  in  cloth  than  in  money. 

An  annual  return  is  made  by  the  distributors  in  each  place  to  the  trustees,  of 
the  names  of  the  persons  partaking  of  the  charity. 

The  particular  application  of  the  portion  belonging  to  each  township,  will 
be  noticed  in  the  statements  of  their  respective  charities,  as  they  occur  either 
in  the  present  or  in  future  reports. 

The  portion  belonging  to  the  township  of  Croston  is  sent  by  the  trustees  to 
Mr.  Josiah  Dickenson  ; its  application  has  been  already  stated  in  the  above 
account  of  the  poor’s  stock. 

The  rent  of  10/.  payable  from  the.Burscough  Hall  estate,  is  received  from  James 
Tasker,  the  occupier  thereof,  by  Mr.  Richard  Prescott,  of  Lathom,  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  is  distributed  by  him  in  small  sums,  amongst  the  poor  persons 
of  the  township  of  Lathom,  not  receiving  relief,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
the  hamlet  of  Newburgh,  within  that  township,  that  being  one  of  the  seventeen 
places  receiving  a share  of  the  general  rent  of  the  charity. 

, The  Burscough  Hall  rent  is  not  brought  into  the  general  account  of  the 
charity,  but  a separate  account  of  the  disposal  of  it  is  kept  by  Mr.  Prescott. 

Hough’s  Charity. 

John  Hough,  who  died  in  1721,  by  his  will,  as  appears  from  an  extract 
thereof  in  the  account-book  .relating  to  the  poor’s  stock,  gave  to  the  poor  of 

the 
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the  township  of  Croston,  59,1.  to  be  put  out  to  interest*;  the  yearly  interest  to  be  Croston. 

weekly  dealt  in  bread  every  Lord’s  day,  at  the  parish  church  of  Croston,  to  ■; — 

such  poor  people  as  should  be  Protestants,  and  decayed  housekeepers,  or  that 

should  have  such  a charge  as  they  should  not  be  well  able  to  maintain,  whom  ^ ' j 

the  rector,  churchwarden  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Croston  should  think  to 

be  most  necessitous,  and  that  should  have  no  pay  out  of  the  said  township  ; 

and  he  appointed  his  executors,  overseers  or  trustees,  to  see  the  same  executed, 

with  power  to  each  of  them  to  nominate,  during  his  life-time,  a sufficient  person 

to  be  his  successor  in  the  trust,  and  to  give  the  said  nomination,  in  writing,  to 

the  rector  of  Croston  for  the  time  being,  that  there  might  be  at  all  times  three 

overseers  or  trustees. 

This  sum  of  591.  appears  to  have  been  received  by  the  trustees  of  the  poor's 
Stock  above  mentioned,  in  1779,  and  the  annual  sum  of  59s.  is  now  paid  as 
the' interest  thereof,  by  the  trustees  of  that  charity,  to  a baker,  for  providing  six 
two-penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  which  are  distributed  by  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens in  the  vestry,  after  divine  service,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township. 

Norris’s  Charity. 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  23d  February  1740,  George  Norris,  in  order  to  Norris's  Chanty, 
encourage  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Croston  to  attend  divine  service  in  their 
parish  church  on  Sundays,  gave  to  Thomas  Norris  and  Henry  Sumner  26/. 
to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  produce  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  buying 
oaten  bread,  to  be  distributed  by  them  in  loaves,  to  such  and  such  number  of 
the  poor  of  Croston  as  should  attend  divine  service  in  the  parish  church,  to  be 
appointed  by  himself,  during  his  life,  and.  after  his  decease,  in  such  manner  as 
he  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint;  and  for  want  of  such  appointment,  to  such 
poor  of  Croston  attending  divine  service,  as  the  said  T.  Norris  and  H.  Sumner, 
and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  executors  or.  administrators  of  such  survivor 
should  appoint. 

In  the  account  of  the  poor’s  stock,  we  have  stated  the  grounds  on  which  w^e 
are  induced  to  suppose,  that  this  legacy  w^as  united  with  the  funds  of  that 
charity,  about  the  year  1754.  The  annual  sum  of  1/.  6i'.  is  now  paid  as  the 
interest  thereof,  by  the  trustees  of  that  charity,  to  a baker,  for  providing  tw*o 
three-penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  w4iich  are  distributed  at  the  same  time,  and 
in  the  same  manner,  as  the  bread  given  in  respect  of  Hough’s  charity,  above 
stated. 

School  of  Industry. 

A school  of  industry  was  established  by  subscription  in  1802,  for  the  School  of  Industry, 
instruction  of  poor  girls  of  Croston,  which  is  under  the  management  of  four 
trustees,  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  Josiah  Dickenson,  John  Park,  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  Mosley  Master,  appointed  by  the  subscribers. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  a portion  of  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  200/. 
given  by  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master  and  Mrs.  Ann  Master,  in  the  first  instance, 
for  providing 'Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  and  other  books  of  devotion,  for  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Croston,  has  been  since  1802  applied  towards  the 
support  of  this  establishment.  ■ 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Master,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  26th  October  1809,  gave  to 
the  trustees  for  the  management  of  the  school  of  industry,  then  lately  estab- 
lished at  Croston,  200/.  that  they  might  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  as  they 
should  think  proper,  and  apply  the  interest  from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  said  school,  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  should  think  fit.  The  duty  on 
this  legacy,  amounting  to  20/.,  w*as  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  establishment 
arising  from  the  subscriptions,  and  the  sum  of  200  /.  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  at  interest,  at  the  time  of.  his.  leaving  England,  as 
before  stated.  A dividend  of  12s.  in  the  pound,  which  was  in  1825  received 
from  the  trustees  of  his  property  on  this  sum,  with  the  addition  of  some  sub- 
scriptions to  the  school,  amounted  to  142  /.  of  which  the  sum  of  42  /.  has  been 
placed  in  the  Croston  and  Rufford  savings  bank,  at  four  per  cent  interest,  and 
the  remaing  100  /.  has  been  lent  to  the  parishioners  of  Croston,  at  five  per  cent 
interest,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  repairs  of  the  parish  church,  and 
is  to  be  repaid  by  instalments,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sum  of  the  same 
amount,  part  of  the  donation  of  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  and  Mrs.  Ann 
' Master,  lent  for  the  same  purpose,  before  mentioned.  - • 

The  school  premises,  wiiich  were  built  with  the  subscriptions,  consist  of 
Rep.  15.  S2  a room 
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Croston.  a room  capable  of  containing  from  30  to  10  girls,  with  two  small  apartments 

above,  which  are  occupied  as  a residence,  by  the  mistress,  who  receives 

a salary  of  11/.  per  annum,  and  instructs  about  30  girls. 

Jubilee  Almshouses. 

JubileeAlmshouses,  These  almshouses  were  built  to  celebrate  the  period  of  His  late  Majesty^s 
V ^ ^ entering  into  the  50th  year  of  his  reign,  on  25th  October  1809,  partly  with  a sum 

raised  by  a subscription  of  certain  of  the  inhabitants  of  Croston,  and  partly 
with  a legacy  of  200  /.  given  by  the  will  of  the  above  mentioned  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Master,  in  1809,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Jubilee  almshouses,  then  going  to  be 
erected  in  Croston. 

The  subscriptions  consisted  of  100/.  given  by  the  'Rqv . Streynsham  Master, 
100  /.  given  by  Mr.  John  Jones,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones,  during  their  lives,  and  other  smaller  sums,  amounting  in  the  whole, 
with  Mrs.  Master’s  legacy,  to  518  /.,  each  subscriber  of  10  guineas  being  a 
trustee  for  life. 

A sum  of  45  /.  was  paid  to  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  for  a parcel  of  land 
containing  23  perches,  which  he  by  indenture,  bearing  date  25th  October 
1811,  conveyed  to  the  use  of  himself,  and  of  T.  J.  Trafford,  W.  Hall,  J.  Jones, 
T.  Norris,  E.  Slater,  Josiah  Dickenson,  J.  Park,  and  W.  Rigbye,  and  their  heirs, 
and  on  part  of  which  the  almshouses  were  erected,  and  the  residue  was  appor- 
tioned in  gardens  for  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

' In  1812  regulations  were  agreed  to  at  a meeting  of  the  subscribers  for  the 
management  of  the  charity,  and  poor  persons  were  then  appointed  to  inhabit 
the  four  almshouses. 

By  these  regulations,  the  almspeople  were  to  be  elected  and  removed  by  a 
majority  of  the  trustees,  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Croston,  and  60 
years  of  age,  when  appointed  ; vacancies  as  they  have  occurred,  have  been 
filled  up  by  the  trustees. 

It  appears,  from  an  account  settled  by  the  trustees  in  1813,  that  the  total 
receipts  on  account  of  the  charity,  to  that  time,  consisted  of  the  above  men- 
tioned sum  of  548/.,  a bequest  of  7/*  from  Robert  Norris,  some  small  sums 
produced  by  the  sale  of  the  surplus  of  materials  purchased  for  the  building,  a 
sum  of  3/.  95.  bd.  the  interest  of  money  in  hand,  and  a sum  of  1/.  11 5.  Gd. 
subscribed  by  the  trustees,  to  makeup,  with  the  last  mentioned  sum,  the  51. 
due  for  a year’s  interest,  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  whole  amounting  to  564  l.Qs.O  d. 
and  that  the  expenditure  to  that  time,  including  the  consideration  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  the  land,  the  expenses  of  building  the  almshouses,  a payment  of  20  /. 
for  the  duty  on  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Master’s  legacy,  and  one  year  s interest,  paid  to 
Mr.  Jones,  amounted  to  524/.  5 s.  11  d.  leaving  a balance  of  only  40/.  3s.  10  d. 
in  favour  of  the  charity.  In  J814,  the  surplus  of  the  interest  payable  to 
Mr.  Jones,  beyond  that  received  for  the  balance  in  hand,  was  provided  for  as  in 
the  preceding  year,  but  from  that  time,  till  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jones,  in  1822, 
this  surplus  was  paid  out  of  the  principal,  which  was  by  this  means  reduced, 
on  25th  October  1822,  to  17 /•  4 5.  3 d.  of  which,  61.  14  5.  3 r/.  being  due 
from  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  was  in  December  in  year,  placed  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  Mosley  Master  in  the  Croston  and  Rufford  savings  bank,  in  the 
names  of  the  trustees,  and  the  remaining  10/.  10  5.  was  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Josiah  Dickenson,  where  it  still  remains,  at  five  per  cent  interest. 

Since  1822,  the  interest  on  the  small  sums  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate. 

The  building  has  not  hitherto  required  any  material  repairs,  and  there  is  no 
fund  for  future  repairs,  except  the  money  in  the  savings  bank,  and  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Dickenson. 

William  Rigbye,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  13th  April  1815,  and  proved 
at  Chester  in  the  same  year,  gave  after  the  death  of  his  mother  Jane  Rigby,  (to 
whom  he  bequeathed  the  interest  of  his  personal  estate  for  life),  50/.  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Jubilee  almshouses  in  Croston,  in  trust,  to  invest  the  same  on 
government  or  real  securities,  or  in  the  parliamentary  funds,  and  to  pay  the 
annual  produce  amongst  the  several  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  the  said 
almshouses  for  ever,  one  fourth  of  such  sum  only,  to  go  to  the  occupier  or  occu- 
piers of  each  house. 

This  legacy  is  not  yet  payable,  as  Mrs.  Jane  Rigbye  is  still  living. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  BISPHAM. 

Durning’s  Charity. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release  bearing  date  17th  and  18th  January  1675,  Bispham. 

Richard  Durning  conveyed  to  Thomas  Ashurst  and  eleven  others,  and  their  

heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  situate  in  Wrightington  and  Parbold,  and  the  Dummy’s  Charity, 
closes  belonging  to  the  said  tenement,  viz.  the  Calf  Croft,  the  Entry,  the  Meadow 
or  Hey  by  the  Door,  the  Marled  Earth,  the  Hardfield,  the  Carr,  the  Ryding,  the 
I Ferrars  Croft,  the  Eyes,  and  the  Parrock,  containing  by  estimation,  I6  acres  j 
: and  a close  in  Wrightington,  called  the  Dy  ves  Field  Acre,  containing  by  esti- 
mation, one  acre ; and  a cottage  or  tenement  in  Wrightington,  then  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Swift  Collier,  to  such  uses,  as  the  said  Richard  Durning, 
should  by  his  will  or  other  instrument,  under  seal,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses, 
appoint.  ; 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  28th  September  I691,  the  said  Richard  Durning 
appointed,  that  the  trustees  should  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  above- 
mentioned  premises,  raise  the  yearly  sum  of  12/.  and  distribute  the  same  as 
follows;  viz.  two  sums  of  20s.  each,  to  two  persons  therein  mentioned,  for 
life,  and  40  s.  more  to  four  or  six  poor  inhabitants  of  Bispham,  such  as  by  age, 
sickness,  lameness  or  other  infirmity,  should  have  most  need  of  relief  (bastards 
always  excepted)  ; 20  s.  for  repairing  the  common  High  Lanes,  in  Bispham, 
between  Bispham  Green  and  Grimshaw  Green,  and  between  the  house  of 
Peter  Travis,  and  the  High  Lane  in  Wrightington,  especially  for  maintaining 
of  causeways  in  the  said  lanes ; 5 /.  for  binding  poor  children  apprentices, 
being  the  sons  or  daughters  born,  or  that  should  be  legally  settled  for  seven 
years,  in  the  towns  of  Bispham,  Parbold,  Wrightington,  or  Mawdesley,  that 
is  to  say,  for  the  first  three  years  after  his  death,  the  said  5 1.  should  be  employed 
for  binding  poor  children  of  Bispham  ; in  the  fourth  year,  for  binding  a child 
of  Parbold;  in  the  fifth  year,  a child  of  Wrightington ; in  the  sixth  year,  a 
child  of  Mawdesley ; and  in  the  seventh  year,  the  said  5 L should  be  paid,  and 
distributed  amongst  one,  two  or  more  of  the  kindred  and  relations  of  the  said) 

Richard  Durning,  being  necessitous,  in  whatever  town  or  parish  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  they  should  inhabit ; and  that  the  same  course  of  distribution  of 
the  said  5 /.  a year  should  be  continued,  and  that  the  remaining  40  5.  should 
be  paid  towards  the  support  of  a preaching  minister  in  Douglas  chapel,  if 
there  should  be  any  constantly  oflSciating  there,  or  for  the  procuring  of  a good 
minister  to  preach  at  the  same  chapel,  so  many  Sundays  or  holidays  in  every 
year,  as  could  be  procured  for  the  said  yearly  sum  of  405. ; and  as  to  the  residue 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  which  were  intended  by  the  said 
Richard  Durning  to  be  devised  by  his  will  to  pious  uses,  he  declared  it  to  be 
his  intent,  that  they  should  be  first  employed,  but  not  for  more  than  five  years, 
in  raising  a competent  sum  for  building  a school,  in  some  convenient  place, 
near  Bispham,  which  should  be  a free  grammar  school  for  all  children  that, 
should  come  to  the  same  for  learning ; and  that  when  the  school  should  be 
finished,  the  trustees  should  employ  the  rents  and  profits,  beyond  the  said 
yearly  sum  of  12^/.  .ior  the  salary  and  wages  of  a good  schoolmaster,  to  teach 
all  such  children  that  the  election  and  power  to  remove  the  master 

should  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  who  should  hold  a meeting  yearly, 
in  Easter  week,  at  some  place  within  a mile  of  the  Meanewood  Common,  in 
Parbold,  for  the  disposal  of  the  rents  in  manner  before  mentioned  ; and  that  they 
should  deduct  10  5.  yearly,  for  their  charges  at  such  meeting,  and  such  other 
charges,  for  writing,  necessary  repairs,  or  otherwise,  as  they  should  find 
unavoidable  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  when  there  should  be  but  four  trustees 
living,  the  survivors  should  appoint  others,  being  substantial  householders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Bispham,  Parbold  and  Wrightington. 

The  said  Richard  Durning,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  30th  September  l691s 
devised  the  messuage,  cottage  and  lands,  which  he  purchased  of  James  Gerrard, 
in  Walton-le-Dale,  and  the  messuage  and  land,  which  he  purchased  of  Nicholas 
Heskin,  in  Parbold,  to  the  said  Thomas  Ashurst  and  eleven  others,  (eight  of  whom 
were  of  the  number  of  the  trustees  to  whom  the  above-mentioned  conveyance  of 
1675  was  made,)  and  the  survivors  of  them,  and  to  the  grantees  of  three  or  more 
of  the  survivors  of  them  for  ever,  in  trust,  to  let  the  said  houses  and  lands  for 
such  yearly  rents  as  could  be  gotten  for  the  same,  without  making  waste  in  the 
said  premises,  and  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits,  so  that  out  of  the  same,  and 
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out  of  the  profits  of  such  other  lands,  as  theretofore  had  been,  or  thereafter 
should  be,  granted  to  the  trustees,  for  pious  uses,  the  yearly  sum  of  12  should 


be  raised  and  paid  as  follows : — 

' j £.  s.  d.  - 

For  the  relief  of  indigent  persons  in  Bispham  - - - i 4 _ _ 

For  the  binding  of  poor  children  in  Bispham,  and  some  other  j 

towns,  apprentices  - - - - - - "js-- 

For  repairing  some  private  lanes  in  the  town  of  Bispham  - 1 1 - - 

And  towards  the  wages  of  a preaching  minister,  in  Douglas  , 

Chapel  - - - - - - - - - 2--, 


in  such  manner,  as  by  some  instrument  in  writing  made  or  to  be  made  by  him, 
and  to  be  attested,  should  be  expressed  ; and  he  directed,  that  all  the  rest  of  the 
clear  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  lands,  and  of  all  other  lands  which,  by  any. 
deed  or  writing,  had  been  or  might  be  given  by  him  to  pious  uses,  above  all. 
charges  ; and  the  said  yearly  sum  of  12 1.  should  be  employed  for  repairing  and 
maintaing  a free  grammar  school,  and  for  paying  the  yearly  wages  and  salary  of  a 
schoolmaster,  and  for  defraying  the  necessary  charges  of  his  trustees,  for  the  good 
of  the  school ; and  reciting,  that  he  had  assigned  to  the  said  trustees,  or  some  of 
them,  certain  tenements  in  Mawdesley  and  Bispham,  with  a power  of  revoca-i 
tion  reserved,  in  lieu  of  which  he  had  devised  the  before-mentioned  premises  in 
Walton-le-Dale  and  Parbold,  for  the  support  of  the  said  pious  uses ; he  thereby 
revoked  the  assignment  of  the  said  tenements  only,  but  confirmed  the  grant  of 
the  lands  and  tenements  in  Wrightington  and  Parbold,  to  remain  to  such  pious 
uses,  and  in  such  manner,  as  by  any  deeds  made  or  to  be  made  by  him  should 
be  expressed  : And  he  gave  100/.  out  of  his  personal  estate,  to  the  said  Thomas 
Ashurst  and  others,  and  directed  that  10/.  of  it  should  be  disposed  of  for 
purchasing  a parcel  of  land  in  Bispham,  that  might  be  convenient  for  the  school 
to  be  built  upon,  and  for  a school-yard,  which  he  desired  might  be  purchased 
of  the  said  Thomas  Ashurst,  being  20  rods  of  land  on  the  side  of  the  close, 
called  Dickon  Ground,  adjoining  Bispham  Green,  if  it  could  be  had  and  settled 
upon  the  said  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  same  school ; and  that  the  rest  of  the 
said  100/.  should  be  employed  for  building  and  finishing  the  said  school ; but 
if  no  such  convenient  parcel  of  land  in  Bispham  could  be  purchased,  he  directed 
that  the  said  100/.  should  be  employed  in  building  the  said  school  at  the  west 
end  of  the  close,  called  Ferras  Croft,  parcel  of  his  inheritance  in  Wrightington, 
given  by  him  to  pious  uses  ; and  he  directed  that  the  residue,  if  any,  of  the  said 
100/.  should  be  disposed  of  for  repairing  or  defraying  any  necessary  .charges 
attending  the  said  school. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  8th  January  1788,  Thomas  Benson, 
and  Anne  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  58/.  19^.  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  Ralph 
Culshaw  and  William  Clayton,  and  their  heirs,  a croft,  adjoining  the  yard 
belonging  to  Bispham  school,  containing  eight  rods,  at  eight  yards  to  the  rod  ; 
and  two  undivided  third  parts  of  a messuage,  consisting  of  two  bays  of  buildings, 
lately  erected  upon  the  said  croft,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Ralph  Culshaw  and 
William  Clayton,  and  the  heirs  of  the  said  Ralph  Culshaw,  nevertheless,  as  to 
the  estate  of  the  said  William  Clayton,  in  trust,  for  the  said  Ralph  Culshaw. 

Ralph  Culshaw,  to  whom  this  conveyance  was  made,  in  1788,  was  at  that  time 
the  master  of  the  school  at  Bispham,  belonging  to  this  charity ; and  although 
these  premises  were  purchased  in  his  name,  and  have  never  been  conveyed 
to  the  trustees,  they  are  considered  a part  of  the  property  of  the  charity,  and 
the  consideration  paid  for  them  appears  clearly  to  have  arisen  from  a sale  of 
timber  cut  on  the  trust  lands.  We  find,  from  the  accounts,  that,  in  1781,  in 
addition  to  the  rents,  there  was  received  by  the  trustees  a sum  of  6/.  15 5.  as 
being  the  interest  of  135/.  II5.  described  as  “ stock  placed  at  interest  for  the 
assistant’s  salary.”  In  1783,  this  stock  is  mentioned  as  having  been  raised  by 
a sale  of  timber  ; and  1/.  k Qd.  was  in  that  year  added  to  it.  A memorandum, 
in  1785,  states  that  Ralj)h  Culshaw  had  given  bond  to  the  trustees  for  the 
money  raised  by  the  sale  of  timber,  being  13(3/.  Another  memorandum, 
without  date,  states  that  this  money  was  reduced  to  87/.  15 a',  by  the  charge  of 
purchasing  and  finishing  the  new  house  ; and,  in  1789,  there  w-as  received  and 
paid  to  the  assistant  master  2/.  14a.  being  the  rent  of  the  new'  house,  and  4/.  5s. 
being  the  interest  of  money. 

By  the  last  trust  deeds,  which  bear  date  7th  and  8th  April  1801,  after 
reciting  the  deeds  ol‘  1(375  and  1(391,  and  the  will  of  Richard  Duining,  and 

that 
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that  a school  was  erected  in  a close  .in  Bispham,  called  the  Higher  Jack  Bispham. 

Field;  and  that  in  1693,  the  said  school  and  a portion  of  land,  containing,  . — 

with  the  site  of  the  school,  half  a rood,  were  conveyed  to  the  trustees  ; and 

reciting  various  intermediate  trust  deeds,  Thomas  Prescott,  William  Hawks-  v / 

head,  and  Thomas  Wilson,  being  the  surviving  trustees,  conveyed  to  the  Rev. 

Streynsham  Master,  the  Rev.  Rigbye  Rigbye,  John  Assheton  Nelson,  Richard 
Prescott,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  Evan  Caunce,  Richard  Finch,  Ralph  Culshaw, 
and  Nathan  Tunstall,  and  their  heirs,  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  con- 
veyance of  1675,  and  those  in  Walton-le-Dale  and  Parbold,  mentioned  in 
j Richard  Durning’s  will,  and  the  school  and  the  land  adjoining  to  it,  and 
' a close,  late  part  of  the  common  ground  in  Wrightington,  called  Appleymoor, 
containing  by  estimation,  one  acre,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto,  upon 
I the  before  mentioned  trusts. 

The  present  surviving  trustees  are,  the  Rev.  Rigbye  Rigbye,  the  Rev. 

Streynsham  Master,  Messrs.  William  Hawkshead,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  Richard 
Prescott,  and  Ralph  Culshaw. 

The  trust  property  consists  of — 

1.  — A house,  barn,  garden,  and  about  I7  acres  of  land,  (customary  measure 
of  eight  yards  to  the  perch),  situate  in  Wrightington  and  Parbold,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  schoolmaster,  who  has  held  this  farm  about  Mr.  John  Culshaw 
eight  years,  previously  to  which  it  was  let  at  a rent  of  73 /.  10  5.  per  annum. 

The  present  annual  value  of  it  is  considered  to  be  about  70/. 

2.  — A close,  containing  about  an  acre,  of  like  measure,  in  Wrightington,  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Turner,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  3/.  10  5. 
per  annum. 

3.  — A house  and  garden  and  two  fields,  containing  altogether,  about  one 
acre  and  a quarter  of  like  measure,  in  Wrightington,  in  the  occupation  of 
James  Walsh,  under  a verbal  agreement  for  seven  years  from  1824,  at  a fair 
yearly  rent  of  13/.  This  house  is  in  want  of  some  repairs. 

4.  — A house,  garden,  barn,  and  about  six  acres  of  land,  of  like  measure, 
in  Parbold,  in  the  occupation  of  James  Halton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent 
of  18 /.  per  annum. 

5.  — A house,  barn,  weaving-shop,  garden,  and  about  14  acres  of  land, 

(customary  measure,  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  in  Walton-le-Dale,  called 
Bank  Head  Farm,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Anderton,  as  tenant,  under 
a verbal  agreement  for  seven  years  from  1822,  at  the  annual  rent  of  33/.  for 
the  first  year,  35/.  for  the  second  and  third  years,  and  40/.  for  the  residue 
of  the  term.  The  buildings  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair.  The  tenant  has 

I done  some  repairs,  and  some  allowances  have  been  made  to  him  on  that 
account,  since  he  took  the  premises.  If  the  buildings  were  in  good  repair, 
the  farm  is  estimated  to  be  worth  40/.  per  annum. 

6.  — A cottage  and  garden  in  Bispham,  adjoining  the  school  premises,  let  to 
Nicholas  Slater,  at  a fair  yearly  rent  of  6 /.  This  is  the  cottage  purchased 
In  1778,  in  the  name  of  Ralph  Culshaw,  as  above  stated. 

The  trust  premises  are  usually  let,  with  the  permission  of  the  trustees,  by  the 
schoolmaster. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  property,  there  is  a sum  of  78O/.  three 
per  cent  consols,  purchased  in  1812,  for  469/.  2 5.  9 d.  (including  brokerage), 
in  the  names  of  Mr.  William  Hawkshead,  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  and 
Mr.  Nathan  Tunstall,  the  dividends  of  which,  amounting  to  23/.  8^.  per 
annum,  are  received  through  the  Preston  old  bank,  subject  to  a deduction  of 
25.  for  commission.  The  consideration  paid  for  this  stock  was  derived  from 
the  produce  of  a sale  of  timber  from  the  trust  estates  in  1811.  It  appears, 
from  an  account  entered  in  the  book,  that  the  produce  of  this  timber  was 
681  /.  6 5.  9 d. 


That  the  expenses  of  the  sale  were 

That  bills  for  repairs  were  paid,  to  the  amount  of  - - - 

That  there  remained  in  John  Fletcher’s  hands  _ - _ _ 

And  that  the  remainder  was  to  be  invested  in  three  per  cent  \ 
consols,  being  - j 

£. 


S 4 


£.  s.  d. 
11  o 1 
24  - - 

176  - - 

470  G 8 
681  6 9 
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Thomas  Fletcher,  who  is  mentioned  in  this  account,  as  having  IjGl.  remaining 
in  his  hands,  had  given  his  security  for  one  of  the  purchasers  of  the  timber. 
He  paid  interest  on  this  sum  till  1818,  and  then  paid  the  principal  to  the  trus- 
tees, who,  as  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  John  Culshaw,  the  present  schoolmaster, 
agreed,  that  76/.  part  thereof,  should  be  applied  in  defraying  the  expense  of 
some  considerable  repairs,  which  were  done  about  that  time  to  the  school  and 
other  buildings  on  the  trust  estates,  and  the  remaining  100/.  was  lent  to  the 
schoolmaster  on  his  promissory  note,  in  which  Mr.  Richard  Monk  joined  as 
a surety.  No  interest  has  been  paid  on  this  note  by  the  schoolmaster,  on  the 
o-round  that  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  interest,  as  part  of  the  income 
of  the  charity.  The  schoolmaster  also  conceives,  that  having  made  some  sub- 
stantial improvements  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  him,  he  has  a fair  claim 
to  set  off  the  expense  thereof,  as  a discharge  of  part  of  the  100/.  This  claim 
ou^ht  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  trustees,  and  a memoran- 
dum entered  in  the  book  of  the  charity,  of  their  determination  thereon,  and  of 
the  transaction  relating  to  the  176/.  in  1818,  of  which  no  entry  has  yet  been 
made. 

We  have  already  mentioned,  that . a balance  of  87/.  15  a’,  remained. of 
a sum  which  had  arisen  from  a previous  sale  of  timber,  after  the  house  near  the 
school  was  purchased  and  finished  in  1788.  Interest  is  accounted  for  as  having 
been  received  on  that  sum,  till  1799,  when  there  is  a memorandum  of  the 
receipt  of  a furtlier  suni  of  92  /.  12  a.  6 d.  for  timber,  after  deducting  expenses. 
In  1800,  and  the  four  following  years,  interest  was  received  from  various 
persons,  amounting  to  8/.  19 5.  per  annum,  and  from  1805  to  1808,  upon  a 
sum  of  94/.  in  Mr.  Banckes’s  hands,  and  a sum  of  01 /•  9 -s.  6 rf.  in  Ralph 
Culshaw’s  hands  ; and  it  may  be  collected  from  the  accounts,  that  shortly  after 
that  time,  these  two  sums,  with  a small  addition,  probably  arising  from  an 
accumulation  of  interest,  the  whole  amounting  to  189/.  10.?.,  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  as  we  find  that  interest  is  accounted  for, 
as  paid  by  him  on  that  sum  in  1809,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  security 
was  given  by  him  for  it.  In  1812,  this  sum  was  increased  by  the  receipt  of  a 
balance  of  Si.  from  Mr.  William  Hawkshead,  to  192/.  10a.,  upon  which, 
Mr.  Master  continued  to  pay  interest  until  1820.  In  that  year,  as  we  have 
before  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Croston,  Mr.  Mas- 
ter left  England,  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  his  pecuniary 
affairs,  and  shortly  before  the  time  of  our  investigation,  a sum  of  II6/.  8 a.  was 
received  by  the  trustees  of  this  charity  from  the,  trustees,  in  whose  hands 
the  management  of  Mr.  Master’s  affairs  has  been  placed  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  as  being  a dividend  of  12  a.  Jn  the  pound,  on  the  above  mentioned 
debt  of  192/.  10  a.  which  sum  ofll6/.  8 a.  had  been  placed  in  the  Preston 
old  bank  at  interest.  It  will  probably  be  most  advantageous  to  the  charity, 
to  apply  the  sum  thus  received  in  an  additional  purchase  of  stock  in  the  public 
funds  ; and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  money  which  was  owing  from 
Mr.  Master,  was  not  thus  disposed  of,  instead  of  being  allowed  to  remain  unse-. 
cured,  in  the  hands  of  a trustee. 

There  is  some  improving  timber  on  most  of  the  charity  lands. 

The  trustees  hold  an  annual  meeting  at  the  school,  on  the  Wednesday  in 
Easter  week,  when  the  rents  are  paid,  and  the  accounts  are  examined  and 
signed.  The  bills  due  for  repairs,  &c.  are  then  discharged,  and  the  following 
sums,  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  I69I,  amounting  to  12/.  per  annum,  are  thus 
disposed  of:  — 

The  sum  of  4/.  is  distributed  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  of 
Bispham,  in  such  proportions  as  the  trustees  think  fit,  a list  being  prepared  by 
one  of  the  overseers  of  the  township,  of  persons  considered  as  deserving 
to  partake  of  the  charity,  and  submitted  to  the  approval  of  the  trustees,  at  their 
meeting.  One  pound  is  paid  to  the  surveyor  of  the  highways  of  Bispham,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  repair  of  the  lanes  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  I69I  ; and 
5/.  is  paid  according  to  the  rotation  directed  by  that  deed,  in  three  successive 
years,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Bispham,  for  the  purpose  of  apprenticing 
poor  children  of  that  township,  in  the  three  following  years,  for  the  same 
purpose,  to  the  respective  overseers  of  the  townships  of  Parbold,  Wrightington, 
and  Mawdesley,  and  in  the  7th  year  it  is  distributed  by  the  trustees,  amongst 
the  poor  relations  of  the  donor.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  three  sums  of 
51.  each  w'ere  in  the  Croston  and  Rufford  savings  bank,  applicable  to  the 
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apprenticing  of  poor  children  of  Bispham,  Parbold,  and  Wrightington,  respec-  Bispham. 
tively.  The  remaining  2/.  is  paid  to  the  minister  of  Douglas  chapel.  . 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  was,  until  the  last  five  years,  held  at 

a public-house  at  Bispham,  and  the  expense  of  it  was  paid  out  of  the  funds  v. 

of  the  charity ; but  since  that  time,  it  has  been  held  at  the  school,  and  no 
expense  has  been  incurred  on  that  account. 

All  the  residue  of  the  income  (after  defraying  the  above  mentioned  charges), 
is  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school  at  Bispham. 

The  school  consists  of  two  rooms,  one  over  the  other,  with  a yard  or  play- 
ground adjoining  to  it.  The  building  was  repaired  about  seven  years  ago,  and 
is  now  in  good  condition.  The  schoolmaster,  who  is  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
undertakes  to  instruct  the  sons  of  all  persons  who  think  proper  to  send  them 
to  the  school,  without  any  limit  as  to  the  place  of  their  residence.  The  average 
number  of  scholars  is  about  35,  and  they  are  taught  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic ; and  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  two  of  them  were  instructed  in 
Latin.  They  pay  nothing  for  their  instruction,  but  find  their  own  books  and 
stationery. 

We  are  informed,  that  this  was  formerly  a classical  school  of  some  repute. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  little  advantage  is  now  derived  from  the  establish- 
ment, in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  income  applicable  to  its  support 
being  about  160/.  per  annum. 

The  object  of  the  founder  was  the  establishment  of  a free  grammar  school ; 
but  girls  as  well  as  boys  have,  at  some  periods,  been  admitted  into  the  school. 

For  many  years  previous  to  1822,  there  was  an  assistant  schoolmaster,  who 
received  the  rent  of  the  cottage  near  the  school,  the  interest  of  the  money  in 
Mr.  Master’s  hands,  until  the  time  of  his  failure  in  1820,  and  10/.,  part  of  the 
dividends  of  the  780/.  three  per  cent  consols,  the  trustees  having  made  an 
order  in  1811,  that  that  sum  should  be  paid  to  the  assistant  master,  and  the 
residue  of  the  dividends  to  the  head  master.  The  girls  were  taught  by  the 
assistant  master ; but  he  was  paid  a small  sum  for  their  instruction,  by  their 
parents,  none  being  taught  free  of  expense.  The  assistant  master  left  the 
school  in  1822,  and  no  successor  to  him  has  been  appointed,  nor  have  there 
been  any  girls  in  the  school  since  that  time. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

The  township  of  Bispham  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  income  of  Peter 
Lathom*s  charity,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of 
the  charities  of  the  township  of  Croston.  This  portion,  which  for  the  year 
1825,  amounted  to  I7/.  10  5.  is  sent  annually  by  the  trustees  of  this  charity,  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Knowles,  of  Bispham,  and  is  distributed  at  a meeting  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  township,  amongst  poor  persons  not  receiving 
constant  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  about  5s.  to  2/.  A distribution  of  cloth, 
which  is  the  mode  of  disposing  of  this  charity,  adopted  in  most  of  the  other 
places  which  partake  of  it,  appears  more  consonant  to  the  donor’s  intentions, 
than  a distributon  of  money. 

Ambrose’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  I786,  state,  that  John  Ambrose  gave  by 
his  will,  to  the  poor,  a rent-charge  of  3^.  4«/.  per  annum,  then  vested  in  the 
heirs  of  James  Low.  It  was  paid  by  the  occupier  of  two  fields  in  Bispham, 
called  Bispham  meadows,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Low  family,  and  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  James  Bretherton ; but  Henry  Hunter,  who  now  occupies 
them  as  his  tenant,  has  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  refused  to  pay  this  small 


Latbotn’s  Charity. 


Ambrose’s  Charity. 


as 

sum. 

As  the  date  of  this  gift  is  not  stated  in  the  returns,  and  we  have  not  seen 
any  copy  or  extract  of  the  donor’s  will,  we  are  unable  to  state,  whether  the 
lands  in  question  are  effectually  charged  with  this  payment. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BRETHERTON. 

School. 

An  old  book  relating  to  this  school,  contains  a statement,  intituled  “ A true 
Description  or  Narrative  of  the  the  first  Rising  or  Beginning  of  the  School  of 
Bretherton.” 

This  narrative  states  in  substance,  that  Jane,  the  wife  of  James  Fletcher, 
who  was  born  at  Bretherton,  having  been  requested  by  John  Cliffe,  of 
Bretherton,  to  give  something  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  towards  the 
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building  and  setting  up  a school  tliere  before  her  death,  desired  her  husband 
to  permit  her  to  give  100^.  towards  the  building  aud  maintenance  of  such 
school,  and  1/.  yearly  for  ever  towards  repairing  a pavement  along  Thorpe 
Row,  in  the  said  town,  which  she  had  caused  to  be  made.  That  after  her 
death,  her  husband  informed  John  Cliffe  what  his  wife  had  done,  and  of  his 
intention  to  make  good  her  wishes,  if  the  town  would  do  any  thing,  but  not 
otherwise  ; whereupon  the  said  John  Cliffe  having  called  the  inhal)itants  to- 
gether, it  was  resolved  that  a school-house  should  be  built  at  the  town’s  charge  ; 
that  the  money  should  be  raised  upon  such  of  the  town  as  should  engage  in  the 
building ; and  that  those,  having  good  estates  in  the  town,  who  should  refuse 
to  contribute,  should  be  debarred  from  the  benefit  of  the  gift.  That  some  of 
the  inhabitants  afterwards  opposed  the  setting  up  of  the  school,  and  that 
Mr.  Fletcher  was  resolved  to  withdraw  his  gift,  but  that  John  Cliffe  persuaded 
him  to  go  on  with  his  first  resolution,  and,  to  encourage  him,  engaged  to  bestow 
sufficient  land  to  set  the  school  upon,  and  undertook  the  setting  up  of  the 
school,  which  was  accordingly  built,  and  cost  the  said  Mr.  Fletcher  70^*  or 
thereabouts  ; that  Mr.  Fletcher  was  afterwards  pleased  to  bestow  230/.  more, 
which  was  speedily  laid  out  upon  land  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school, 
and  that  thereupon  the  deeds  and  orders  for  regulating  the  school,  with  other 
writings,  for  the  school’s  maintenance,  were  agreed  upon,  sealed  and  executed. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  14th  June  1654,  between  James 
Fletcher,  of  the  one  part;  and  James  Hiet,  rector  of  Croston, William  Aspinwall 
Clerk,  John  Cliffe,  Hugh  Cooper,  Miles  Barton,  Richard  Banister,  Bartholomew 
Hough,  William  Croston,  Hugh  Forshaw,  Henry  Walton,  William  Bretherton, 
Hugh  Wilson,  Thomas  Rose,  John  Flodges,  and  Thomas  Holland,  of  the  other 
part ; reciting,  that  the  said  James  Fletcher,  by  virtue  of  an  indenture  of 
feoffment,  bearing  date  11th  November  then  last,  made  by  John  Cliffe,  was 
seised  in  fee  of  a parcel  of  ground,  and  a building  thereupon,  lately  erected 
at  the  cost  of  the  said  James  Fletcher,  called  the  Schoolhouse,  in  Bre- 
therton, the  said  James  Fletcher  intending  the  continuance  and  maintenance 
of  the  said  building  to  be  a free  school  for  the  teaching  of  the  youth  and 
children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bretherton,  granted  and  enfeoffed 
to  the  said  James  Hiet  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  parcel  of  ground, 
with  the  building  thereupon  erected,  containing  15  yards  in  length  from  east 
to  west,  and  nine  yards  and  one  foot  from  north  to  south,  on  trust,  that  the  said 
building  should  remain  a schoolhouse  for  the  teaching  of  youth  and  children 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  or  village  of  Bretherton,  by  such  person  as 
should  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  said  James  Hiet,  and  the  other 
feoffees,  and  that  they  should  at  their  annual  meeting,  by  them  to  be  appointed, 
either  at  Bretherton  or  at  Omrskirk,  (where  they  were  to  have  a sermon,  for 
which  there  should  be  allowed  to  the  minister  that  should  preach,  105.  and  after 
the  said  sermon  ended,  for  their  entertainment  at  the  said  meeting,  there  should 
be  allowed  205.),  consider  what  number  of  them  should  be  living,  to  the  end, 
that  the  survivors  should  elect  other  persons  to  be  joined  with  them,  by  con- 
veyance, to  make  up  the  number  15  ; and  also,  that  the  feoffees  should  at  such 
meeting,  make  such  orders  for  the  regulating  of  the  schoolmaster  and  scholars, 
as  should  seem  best  in  their  discretion,  for  the  good  of  the  said  school,  provided 
that  the  nomination  of  feoffees  should  not  be  longer  delayed  than  until  eight 
only  should  be  living. 

By  articles  of  agreement,  bearing  date  1st  September  1054,  John  Cowpe, 
Andrew  Holden,  and  John  Flaworth,  covenanted  with  John  Cliffe  and  Thomas 
Rose,  to  surrender  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Accrington, 
a messuage,  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  certain  closes  in  Musbury,  in  the 
forest  of  Rossendale,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  called  the  Field  under  the 
House,  the  Black  Pits,  the  Little  Meadow  at  the  Flouse  end  in  the  Stone 
Low  Head,  the  Calf  Croft,  two  parts  in  three  of  the  Torr,  the  Little  Lymed, 
the  Nearer  Bent  Meadow,  the  Little  Field,  the  Great  Meadow,  the  Little 
Woodhead  below  the  Barn,  and  certain  closes  near  thereunto  adjoining,  called 
the  Old  Marled  Earth,  the  Barn  Field,  the  Gryme  Pdeld,  the  Little  Meadow, 
and  the  Gryme  Wood,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Cliffe  and  Thomas  Rose,  and 
their  heirs,  to  stand  seised  thereof,  according  to  an  intent  to  be  annexed  to  the 
same  surrender,  which  should  be,  that  if  the  said  John  Cowpe,  Andrew  Holden, 
and  John  Haworth,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  should  for  ever  j)ay  to  the  said  John 
Cliffe  and  Ihoinas  Rose,  their  heirs,  executors,  &c.  for  the  use,  benefit  and 
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maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  at  the  town  of  Bretherton,  the  yearly  rent  or 
Slim  of  13/.  6s.  8d.,  and  also  the  rent  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  said  John 
Cliffe  and  Thomas  Rose,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs,  should  stand 
seised  of  the  said  surrendered  premises,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Cowpe, 
Andrew  Holden,  and  John  Haworth,  their  heirs  and  assigns;  but  in  default  of 
such  payment  the  said  intent  to  be  void,  and  that  then  the  said  John  Cliffe  and 
Thomas  Rose  might  enter  on  the  surrendered  premises,  and  dispose  of  the 
issues  and  profits  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  said  schoolmaster ; and  the  said 
Andrew  Holden,  for  better  securing  the  said  yearly  rent,  covenanted  also  to 
surrender  to  the  lord  of  the  said  manor,  a messuage  and  other  buildings,  called 
the  Lower  House,  and  certain  closes,  called  the  Marled  Earth,  the  Croft,  and 
the  Little  Ley  Field,  containing,  by  estimation,  10a.  1r.  and  six  acres  of  land, 
improved  from  the  waste  of  Hinfield,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Cliffe  and 
Thomas  Rose,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  intent  before  mentioned. 

It  appears  from  copies  of  the  court  rolls  of  the  manor  of  Accrington,  that 
in  pursuance  of  the  covenants  in  these  articles,  two  surrenders  were  made, 
bearing  date  18th  September  lC54,  of  the  premises  belonging  to  the  said  John 
Cowpe,  Andrew  Holden,  and  John  Haworth,  jointly,  and  of  those  belonging 
solely  to  the  said  Andrew  Holden,  that  the  surrenders  were  made  in  consi- 
deration of  230  /.  paid  by  James  Fletcher,  and  that  at  a court  of  that  manor, 
holden  24th  April  1654,  the  said  John  Cliffe  and  Thomas  Rose  were  admitted 
to  the  said  premises,  according  to  an  intent  annexed  to  the  surrender  in  the  form 
specified  in  the  above  articles. 

As  the  persons  admitted  to  these  copyhold  lands  died,  others  were  from  time 
to  time  admitted  to  them,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee, 
but  we  have  not  seen  any  copy  of  court  roll  of  a later  date  than  1722,  when 
John  Hodges,  the  infant  son  of  John  Hodges,  who  was  the  surviving  trustee, 
was  admitted  by  his  guardians  to  the  premises  last  mentioned  in  the  articles  of 
1654.  We  have  not  seen  any  copy  of  an  admittance  of  the  same  date  to  the 
premises  first  mentioned  in  those  articles,  but  it  is  probable  that  there  was  such 
an  admittance,  as  John  Hodges,  the  father,  was,  together  with  Thomas  Walding, 
admitted  to  both  estates  on  two  separate  surrenders  in  1695. 

The  annual  sum  of  13/.  65.  8d.  appears,  from  the  accounts,  to  have  been 
received  by  the  trustees,  under  the  name  of  Accrington  Rent,  from  1654  to 
the  present  time. 

By  certain  orders  for  the  regulation  of  this  school,  which  purport  to  have  been 
made  in  1654,  by  Mr.  James  Fletcher,  and  to  have  been  accepted  by  the  feof- 
fees, and  signed  by  them,  it  was  provided, — 

1.  — That  an  annual  meeting  of  the  feoffees  should  be  held  on  10th  April, 
either  at  Bretherton  or  Ormskirk,  as  they  should  think  most  convenient ; that 
the  feoffees  should  at  such  meeting  take  care  that  the  orders  of  the  school  were 
duly  observed,  and  that  they  should  have  a sermon,  and  other  fitting  aceommo- 
dation  for  the  minister  then  employed,  and  the  feoffees,  according  to  the  intent 
of  the  donor. 

2.  — That  when  any  feoffees  should  die,  the  survivors  should,  at  their  next 
general  meeting,  take  care  that  others  should  be  chosen  in  their  room,  men  of 
quality  and  good  conscience,  by  the  survivors,  and  that  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons should  be  registered  amongst  the  acts  of  the  school,  to  the  intent  that  the 
full  number  of  feoffees  might  be  continued. 

3.  — That  the  feoffees,  at  any  general  meeting,  should  have  liberty  to  make 
any  necessary  orders  for  the  good  of  the  school,  which  they  should  find  meet, 
and  whereunto  they  should  unanimously  consent,  so  as  they  should  not  be 
repugnant  to  the  orders  then  agreed  upon. 

4.  — That  in  case  present  opportunity  should  require  any  necessary  things  to 
be  done,  which  being  deferred  to  the  general  meeting,  might  bring  detriment  to 
the  school,  the  feoffees,  having  notice,  might  meet  and  rectify  what  should  be 
amiss ; and  that  if  all  the  feoffees  should  not  be  present,  on  notice  given,  what 
should  be  then  done  should  be  in  force  till  the  next  general  meeting,  and  then 
confirmed  or  taken  off. 

5.  —That  the  feoffees  should  be  careful  to  maintain  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  school,  and  see  that  the  yearly  rents  should  be  duly  paid  in,  as  the  same 
ought  to  be;  and  that,  as  the  surviving  trustees  for  the  lands  in  the  forest  of 
Musbury  should  die,  they  should  be  careful,  upon  every  such  occasion  as  need 
should  require,  to  renew  their  lives,  and  observe  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
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Accrington,  that  so  no  damage  or  harm  might  in  any  ways  fall  or  come  upon 
the  said  school. 

6.  That  a register  should  be  kept  for  the  public  good  of  the  school,  and  put 

into  the  hands  of  some  honest  person,  to  be  chosen  by  the  feoffees,  who  should 
give  notice  to  the  rest  of  the  feoffees  of  all  public  meetings,  and  engross  in  such 
register,  the  sums  given  for  the  maintenance  of  the  school,  and  the  annual 
school  rents  received,  and  the  entry  monies  paid  by  the  scholars,  and  all  other 
monies  any  ways  reserved  or  put  into  the  school  stock,  with  the  names  of  the 
persons  into  whose  hands  the  same  was  put ; and  that  all  disbursements  for 
repair  of  the  said  school,  or  other  needful  uses,  should  be  set  down  therein  ; 
and  that  at  such  times  yearly,  as  the  school  rents,  for  and  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  a schoolmaster,  should  come  in  and  be  paid  to  all  or  any  of  the 
feoffees,  special  care  should  be  taken  that  the  schoolmaster  should  be  immedi- 
ately paid  forth  out  of  such  school  rents,  accordingly  as  the  same  or  so  much 
thereof  as  should  be  due  to  him  ; and  that  every  such  schoolmaster,  upon  the 
receipt  of  such  wages,  should  enter  the  receipt  thereof  in  the  said  register,  put- 
ting his  hand  thereto,  with  two  or  three  witnesses  annexed,  which  should  be 
an  acquittance  to  the  feoffees  for  the  payment  thereof,  for  the  doing  all  which, 
the  feoffees,  at  their  general  meeting,  should  yearly  appoint  and  provide,  out 
of  such  monies  as  should  be  reserved  as  aforesaid,  some  fitting  and  reasonable 
allowance  to  the  said  register,  as  they  should  think  meet. 

7.  — That  the  fences  of  a close  belonging  to  John  Cliffe,  called  the  Chapel- 
yard,  should  not  be  broken  down  by  the  scholars  or  others  who  should  resort  to 
the  school. 

8.  — That  the  schoolmaster  should  be  at  all  times  chosen  by  the  feoffees,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  and  that  care  should  be  taken  by  them  to  choose  the 
best  and  ablest  man  for  instruction  of  youth  and  scholars  they  could  find,  and 
that  such  schoolmaster  should,  at  his  first  admittance  thereto,  give  it  under  his 
hand  in  writing  to  the  feoffees,  that  upon  three  months  warning,  in  case  of  dis- 
like on  either  side  (any  six  of  the  feoffees,  with  the  consent  and  knowledge  of 
the  rest,  giving  the  schoolmaster  warning  of  their  dislike  of  him,  and  that  he 
was  intended  to  stay  in  the  place  no  longer),  the  said  master,  according  to  such 
agreement,  under  his  hand,  should  provide  himself  within  the  time  aforesaid, 
and  depart  thence,  the  feoffees  being  careful  to  elect  another  master,  with  con- 
venient speed. 

9.  — That  the  schoolmaster  should,  at  his  admittance,  engage  to  see  that  the 
school  should  not  be  any  ways  abused  by  his  scholars  or  others ; that  he  should 
be  diligent  in  his  place,  &c. ; that  there  should  be  prayers  every  night  before 
the  school  should  break  up  ; and  that  on  Thursdays  he  should  expound  the 
Scriptures  to  the  scholars,  and  on  Saturdays  catechize  them. 

10.  — That  every  scholar  at  entrance,  as  well  of  Bretherton  as  other  places, 
should  pay  to  the  feoffees,  or  schoolmaster,  1 s.  each,  to  be  kept  in  stock  towards 
the  repair  of  the  school,  and  other  necessary  charges,  as  the  feoffees  should  find 
meet,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  should  give  an  account  of  such  entrance  money 
received  by  him,  if  required,  and  that  the  feoffees  should  take  special  care  for 
the  repair  of  the  school. 

11.  — That  certain  families  who  had  opposed  the  erection  of  the  school  should 
be  excluded,  unless  with  the  consent  of  all  feoffees,  and  that  all  Popish  recu- 
sants should  be  excluded. 

12.  — That  all  feoffees  living  out  of  the  town  of  Bretherton  should  be  admitted 
to  have  their  children  participate  in  all  freedoms  of  the  school,  and  that  all 
other  persons  of  other  towns  should  pay  to  the  schoolmaster  such  wages  for 
instructing  their  children  as  the  schoolmaster  and  they  should  agree,  and  the 
feoffees  should  think  meet. 

13.  — That  any  scholar  behaving  disorderly  and  wickedly,  upon  due  proof  had 
against  him,  on  complaint  of  the  schoolmaster,  should  by  any  six  of  the 
feoffees,  be  expelled  out  of  the  school,  and  not  admitted  again  until  satisfaction 
should  be  made  by  the  parents  of  such  child. 

The  above  mentioned  old  book  states,  that  James  Fletcher,  considering  that 
there  was  no  means  reserved  for  paying  the  charges  of  the  sermon  and  feast,  but 
what  should  arise  out  of  entrance  money  only,  which  was  likely  to  be  but  little, 
by  his  will  gave  20/.  that  the  benefit  thereof  might  be  employed  towards  the 
said  sermon  and  feast;  and  that  at  the  desire  of  Jane,  his  wife,  he  gave  by  his 

will. 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  145 

will,  20/.,  that  the  benefit  thereof  might  be  applied  to  the  repairing  the  pave- 
ment on  Thorpe  Row. 

The  first  master  of  this  school  was  appointed  in  1654,  with  a salary  of  8/. 
a year,  and  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  that  he  should  have  what 
other  monies  should  arise  from  teaching  boys  of  other  towns,  which,  if  they 
did  not  amount  to  405.  should  be  made  up  to  that  sum  out  of  the  school  stock. 
From  that  time  to  1675,  the  salary  paid  to  the  master  was  10/.  per  annum,  and 
the  surplus  of  the  rent  received  from  Accrington  appears  to  have  been  reserved 
by  the  trustees,  and  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Fletcher’s  legacies  of  20/.  for 
paying  the  charges  of  the  sermon  and  feast,  and  20  /.  for  the  repair  of  the 
pavement,  mentioned  in  his  will,  and  a legacy  of  10/.  given  to  the  school  by 
James  Hiet  in  1664<,  to  have  formed  a fund  from  which,  in  1680,  the  following 
purchase  of  lands  was  made. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  27th  and  28th  October  in 
that  year,  Margaret  Crooke,  and  Mary  Crooke,  in  consideration  of  60  /.  con- 
veyed to  Peter  Aspinwall,  clerk,  and  12  others,  feoffees  of  this  school,  and  their 
heirs,  three  closes  in  Eccleston,  called  the  Drapers  Fields ; viz.  the  Meadow 
Moriley,  the  Know  Moriley,  and  the  Little  Moriley,  containing,  by  estimation, 
7|-  acres  of  land. 

This  estate  was,  before  the  purchase  of  it,  let  on  a lease  for  lives,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  95.  In  1683,  it  was  resolved  by  the  trustees  to  accept  an  offer  of  20/. 
made  by  the  lessee,  for  an  exchange  of  two  lives,  and  to  grant  a new  lease, 
which  sum  was  added  to  the  school  stock.  In  1691,  the  trustees  appear  to 
have  purchased  that  lease  for  90/.  and  in  the  following  year,  a rent  of  6/.  135.  4c/. 
was  received  for  this  land,  and  brought  to  account. 

Upon  an  inclosure  of  Eccleston  Green,  about  the  year  1714-,  an  allotment 
was  received  by  the  trustees  in  respect  of  this  land. 

Additional  purchases  of  lands  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  appear  from  the  following  documents  : — 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  10th  and  11th  October  I706, 
John  Sarjeant,  in  consideration  of  110/.  conveyed  to  Silvester  Sutch,  and  14 
others,  feoffees  of  this  school,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  in 
Leyland,  and  certain  closes,  called  Blackledge  Land,  theretofore  inclosed  out  of 
the  commons  in  Leyland,  containing  about  three  acres,  lying  in  Leyland,  and 
called  the  Barn  Field,  the  Lostock  Meadow,  and  the  Further  Field  adjoining 
to  the  Barn  Field,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever. 

This  estate  appears  to  have  been  let  immediately  after  the  purchase,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  4/.  IO5. 

In  1749,  a fine  was  levied  by  John  Markland,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  Thomas 
Wilding,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  Edward  Bolton,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and 
Edward  Jones,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  to  William  Stuart,  and  Richard  Darby- 
shire,  in  pursuance  of  a covenant  in  an  indenture  made  between  these  parties  to 
levy  such  fine,  of  various  lands  and  tenements,  and  amongst  others,  of  three 
closes  in  Leyland,  called  the  Long  Hey,  the  Dear  Bought,  and  the  Little  Worth, 
containing  by  estimation,  three  acres,  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the 
perch,)  which  are  stated  in  that  indenture  to  have  been  lately  conveyed  by  the 
said  Thomas  Wilding  to  Henry  Dandy,  and  10  others,  trustees  of  the  grammar 
school  of  Bretherton,  which  fine  was  to  enure  as  to  the  said  three  closes,  to 
the  use  of  the  said  Henry  Dandy,  and  10  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust  as 
aforesaid. 

We  have  not  seen  the  conveyance  of  these  lands  from  Thomas  Wilding  to 
Henry  Dandy,  and  others  ; but  in  the  accounts  for  1749,  a sum  of  81  /.  11 5.  is 
charged  as  having  been  paid  to  Margaret  Bamford,  being  money  borrowed  from 
her,  to  pay  for  part  of  the  purchase  of  three  closes  in  Leyland,  with  interest 
thereon,  and  there  then  remained  due'  to  her  on  the  same  account,  20  /.,  which 
was  gradually  paid  off.  In  1750,  a rent  of  51.  65.  was  received  for  these 
closes. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  8th  April  1757,  George  Parker,  in 
consideration  of  VJl.  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  John  Farrer,  Thomas  Jump,  and 
John  Wilding,  and  their  heirs,  certain  pieces  of  moss  ground  lying  in  Leyland, 
containing  1a,  1 r. 

In  the  accounts  for  1757,  a balance  is  stated  to  have  been  in  John  Wilding’s 
hands,  and  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  purchase  of  Parker’s  lands,  and  in  the 
following  year  a balance  on  the  year’s  account  of  10  /.  was  paid  to  John  Wilding 
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on  the  same  account,  and  there  then  remained  due  to  him,  on  account  of  the 
money  advanced  for  this  purchase,  10/.  IQ^.  Qd.  which  was  afterwards  paid.  In 
1758,  a rent  of  2/.  2s.  and  in  the  following  years  of  21,  was  received  for  Parker’s 
land. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  4th  and  5th  October  1773, 
the  Rev.  John  Darby,  Ann  Bretherton,  Henry  Bretberton,  and  Ellen  his  wife, 
in  consideration  of  180/.  conveyed  to  Thomas  Jump,  and  11  others,  feofiees  of 
this  school,  and  their  heirs,  a close  in  Bretherton,  called  the  Eyes  Hey,  con- 
taining, by  estimation,  two  acres,  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the 
perch). 

Although  the  whole  of  this  sum  of  ISO/,  does  not  appear  as  an  item  in  the 
accounts,  it  may  be  collected  from  them,  that  it  was  made  up  of  a balance  in 
hand  of  70/,  arising  from  savings  of  income,  a legacy  of  50/.  given  by  John 
Finch  to  the  school  about  the  year  I7C9,  and  a sum  of  60l.  borrowed  to  make 
up  the  purchase  money,  and  repaid  in  1778-  In  1775,  a rent  of  7 /.  4>s.  was 
received  for  this  field. 

Elections  of  new  trustees  of  this  school,  have  been  from  time  to  time  made 
by  the  survivors,  memorandums  thereof  being  entered  in  the  account  book  of 
the  charity,  and  signed  by  the  trustees  making  such  elections ; but  we  cannot 
learn  that  there  have  been  any  conveyances  of  the  trust  estates  from  the  times 
when  they  were  respectively  purchased.  The  legal  estate  in  each  part  of  the 
property,  appears,  therefore,  to  remain  in  the  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee, 
under  each  respective  purchase  deed  whom,  in  the  earlier  purchases  it  may  now 
be  difficult  to  trace.  Of  the  persons  elected  as  above-mentioned,  the  present 
survivors  are,  Lawrence  Hodges,  Henry  Hodges,  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master, 
John  Dandy  and  John  Sharp,  the  three  latter  having  been  elected  in  1812,  with 
two  others,  who  have  never  acted  in  the  management  of  the  trust. 

The  trust  property  now  consists  of — 

1.  — The  annual  rent  of  13/.  6s.  S d.  which  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Joshua 
Townsend,  of  Accrington,  in  respect  of  a copyhold  tenement  in  his  possession, 
holden  of  the  manor  of  Accrington. 

2.  — Three  fields,  in  Eccleston,  called  the  Drapers  Fields,  containing  about 
7 acres,  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch),  in  the  occupation 
of  Richard  Hatch,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  42  /. 

3.  — A close,  in  Eccleston,  called  Green  Close,  containing  more  than  half 
a customary  acre,  (being  an  allotment  made  to  the  trustees,  as  before  stated), 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Livesav,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of 
7/.  7s. 

4.  — A house,  barn  and  garden,  and  three  fields,  in  Leyland,  called  the  Barn 
Field,  Lostock  Meadow,  and  the  Further  Field,  containing  about  three  cus- 
tomary acres,  of  which  the  house,  barn  and  garden,  are  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Hilton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  12  /.  12^.  j and  the  fields,  which 
are  stated  to  be  worth  about  15  /.  per  annum,  are  in  the  occupation  of  the 
Reverend  John  Johnson,  the  present  schoolmaster.  The  house  and  barn  are 
stated  to  be  much  in  want  of  repair;  a sum  of  14/.  was  paid  to  Mr.  Johnson, 
for  the  dilapidation  of  the  barn,  by  William  Jackson,  a late  tenant,  upon  his 
being  removed  by  ejectment  from  the  occupation  of  these  premises,  as  herein- 
after stated. 

5.  — A house,  garden  and  orchard,  and  four  fields,  in  Leyland,  containing,  by 
admeasurement,  4 a.  3 r.  I7  p.  (customary  measure  of  7 ^ yards  to  the  perch),  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Sumner,  under  a lease,  bearing  date  26th  March  1806, 
and  granted  to  him  by  Henry  Hesketh,  and  eight  others,  trustees  of  the  charity, 
in  consideration  of  a fine  of  91  /.  for  a term  of  99  years,  if  John  Sumner, 
Alice  Sumner,  and  Roger  Brown,  or  either  of  them,  should  so  long  live,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  12/.  All  the  three  lives  are  still  in  existence.  The  value  of 
this  tenement  has  been  variously  stated  ; but  w'e  apprehend  it  may  be  worth 
about  30/.  per  annum.  It  comprehends  the  three  fields  purchased  in  1749,  and 
the  Moss  Ground,  purchased  in  1757*  We  are  informed  that  a valuation  of 
the  property  w’as  made  before  this  lease  was  granted,  and  that  the  present 
tenant  has  improved  it  by  planting  the  orchard.  The  buildings  are  in  good 
repair.  \\  e are  also  informed,  that  John  Sumner,  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
lessee,  had  a lease  determinable  on  lives,  of  the  three  fields  purchased  in  1749, 
which  was  granted  to  him  by  the  trustees,  in  consideration  of  his  building  the 

house 
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house  thereon.  We  have  not  seen  this  lease,  but  it  appears  from  the  accounts, 
that  from  1755  to  I776  a rent  of  4/.  15^.  per  annum  was  paid  by  John  Sumner 
for  Wilding’s  laml,  in  Leyland,  from  1777  to  180S,  by  William  Sumner,  and 
from  1804  to  I8O7,  by  the  present  lessee,  John  Sumner,  whose  first  payment 
of  the  rent  of  12/.  under  the  new  lease,  is  found  in  the  accounts  for  the  year 
ending  10th  April  1808.  The  Moss  Ground,  which  is  included  in  the  pre- 
sent, not  having  been  in  the  former,  lease,  had  been  let,  from  I796  to  I8O6, 
at  SI.  3s.  per  annum. 

Previously  to  granting  the  present  lease,  the  trustees  had  contracted  a debt, 
arising  partly  from  the  expense  of  an  addition  made  to  the  school  premises  at 
j Bretherton,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  trustees,  in  1789,  as  a dwelling- 

• house  for  the  schoolmaster,  who  had,  before  that  time,  resided  in  a room  over 

^ the  school,  and  partly  from  considerable  repairs  done  to  the  school,  in  pur- 

i SLiance  of  an  order  of  the  trustees,  in  1801,  when  it  was  resolved,  that  the 

' roof  of  the  school,  which  was  then  in  a ruinous  state,  sliould  be  stripped  and 

raised  to  the  height  of  the  new-erected  bay  of  building  adjoining,  and  that 
a sum  of  money  should  be  taken  up  for  that  purpose.  A legacy  of  10/.  given 
by  Henry  Blackhurst,  for  the  use  of  this  school,  and  received  by  the  trustees 
in  1795,  was  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  debt  incurred  for  building 
the  schoolmaster’s  house. 

An  entry  appears  in  the  book  of  the  charity,  stating,  that  at  a meeting  of  the 
trustees,  held  on  27th  July  1804,  in  order  to  consider  of  the  means  of  paying 
off  the  debt,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  trustees  should  withhold  the  annual  sum 
of  51.  with  all  contingent  expenses  thereon,  out  of  the  rents  ; and  the  signature 
of  the  Reverend  John  Johnson,  the  schoolmaster,  is  added  to  this  entry. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  also  a subscribing  witness  to  the  lease  granted  to  John  Sumner, 
in  1806.  It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  in  that  year,  the  debt  due  from 
the  trustees  consisted  of  a sum  of  41  /.  and  a sum  of  oO/.  due  respectively  on 
I notes,  with  one  year’s  interest  on  each,  the  whole  amounting  to  74/.  11^.; 

I that  1/.  was  paid  for  the  expenses  attending  the  lease  ; and  that  the  residue  of 

I the  fine  of  91/.  being  15/.  9.^.  was  paid  to  Mr,  Johnson,  towards  building 

I a stable,  shippon  and  gig-house.  Mr.  Johnson  seems  therefore  to  have  been 

a consenting  party  to  this  transaction,  although  it  has  been  considered  by  him 
i a matter  of  complaint  against  the  trustees,  that  the  lease  was  granted  by  them, 
and  for  what  he  considers  an  inadequate  consideration.  It  might  perhaps  have 
I been  more  advantageous  for  the  charity,  if  the  arrangement  had  been  adhered 
to,  of  gradually  paying  off  the  debt,  by  an  annual  deduction  out  of  the  rents  ; 
or,  supposing  the  lease  to  have  been  a justifiable  mode  of  raising  the  sum  neces- 
sary to  pay  off  the  debt,  which  had  been  incurred  for  purposes  beneficial  to  the 
I school,  if  the  premises  had  been  offered  to  be  let  on  lease  by  public  compe- 

tition ; but  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  trustees,  in  granting  the  lease,  acted 
according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment  for  the  interests  of  the  charity. 

6. — A field,  in  Bretherton,  called  Eyes  Hay,  containing  about  two  customary 
acres,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  .Tohnson,  and  stated  to  be  worth  about  10  /.  per 
annum. 

With  the  exception  of  the  premises  under  lease  to  John  Sumner,  the  pro- 
perty in  the  occupation  of  the  several  tenants  has  been  let  to  them  by  the  pre- 
sent schoolmaster,  and  the  present  rents  are  stated  to  be  the  full  annual  value 
of  the  respective  tenements. 

The  present  income  of  the  charity,  arising  from  the  above  mentioned  sources, 
(the  annual  value  of  the  lands  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster  being 
estimated  at  25  /.),  amounts  to  112  /.  5 s.  8 d.  per  annum.  The  school  premises, 
which  are  in  good  repair,  are  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster. 

For  many  years  after  the  commencement  of  this  charity,  the  schoolmaster 
was  re-elected  annually  by  the  trustees. 

We  have  already  stated,  that  the  salary  of  the  master,  from  the  time  of  the 
foundation,  to  1675,  was  10/.  per  annum;  in  I676,  it  was  12/.;  in  1684, 
13/.  65.  8(7.,  being  the  whole  amount  the  Accrington  rent;  in  1688,  14/.; 
in  1694,  15/.;  and  in  1695,  16/.;  from  which  time  it  occasionally  varied, 
but  was  usually  16 /.,  until  the  appointment  of  the  Reverend  Thomas  Sliutt, 
the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  present  master,  in  1795.  It  appears,  however, 
from  the  accounts,  that  from  about  1730,  the  trustees  frequently  made  a discre- 
tionary addition  to  the  master’s  income,  under  the  name  of  a present  to  the 
master,  the  amount  of  which  was  uncertain,  and  at  first  small,  but  was  gradually. 
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augmented  as  the  revenues  of  the  school  were  improved.  No  written  appoint- 
ment either  of  Mr.  Shutt  or  Mr.  Johnson,  is  entered  in  the  book,  nor  was  there 
any  written  agreement  on  their  parts,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  1654, 

- to  quit  the  school  after  three  months  notice.  The  salary,  both  of  Mr.  Shutt 
and  Mr.  Johnson,  was  per  annum;  in  addition  to  which,  Mr.  Shutt 

received  in  most  years  a present  from  the  trustees.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was 
elected  master  in  1803,  and  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester  in  the  following 
year,  appears  to  have  received  from  1804  to  1808,  the  whole  balance  of  each 
year’s  income  of  the  charity,  after  the  usual  charges  were  paid,  which  charges 
consisted  of  the  following  items : — 

1.  — J'he  interest  of  the  before  mentioned  debt  of  71/-  owing  from  the  trus- 
tees, until  that  debt  was  discharged  in  1806. 

2.  — The  expenses  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees,  on  10th  April,  held 
alternately  at  Ormskirk  and  Croston,  which,  between  1798  and  1808,  varied  in 
amount  from  Zl.  I']  s.  3 d.  to  5/.  145.  1 d.  and  the  sums  of  105.  6c?.  paid  to  a 
clergyman  for  a sermon  preached  on  that  day,  and  1 5.  paid  to  the  clerk.  It  has 
been  already  stated,  that  20 1.  was  given  by  the  founder’s  will,  to  provide  for  the 
annual  feast  and  sermon,  which  formed  part  of  the  fund  out  of  which  the  lands 
were  purchased,  and  it  was  probably  on  this  account,  that  the  trustees,  at  a very 
early  period,  did  not  limit  the  expenses  of  the  annual  meeting  to  20  s.  as  being 
the  "interest  of  this  sum  of  20  /.  In  1731  the  trustees  resolved  to  limit  the  ex- 
pense of  each  meeting  at  Ormskirk  to  20  5.  and  of  each  meeting  at  Croston  to 
405.  including  the  scholars;  but  this  resolution  was  not  adhered  to. 

3.  — Occasional  payments  for  the  repairs  of  the  school. 

4.  — A sum  of  75.  6</.  paid  for  books  for  the  scholars.  The  last  mentioned 
item  originated  in  a legacy  of  51.  given  in  1721,  by  William  Rose  to  the  trus- 
tees, in  trust,  to  employ  the  yearly  interest  in  such  necessary  books,  for  the 
poorer  sort  of  children  of  Bretherton,  as  they  should  think  fit,  which  became 
united  with  the  general  fund,  from  which  the  subsequent  purchases  of  land 
were  made  ; 5 5.  was  usually,  but  not  regularly,  allowed  as  the  interest  of  this 
legacy  till  1783  ; this  allowance  was  then  for  a few  years  10  5.  and  afterwards 
reduced  to  ^ s.  Qd. 

5.  — Until  1783  an  annual  sum  of  1 /.  is  charged  in  the  accounts  for  the  repair 
of  the  school  causeway,  being  the  interest  of  Mr.  Fletcher’s  legacy  of  20/.  given 
for  that  purpose ; but  this  payment  occurs  in  very  few  years,  from  1784  to 
1808.  This  payment  was  made  to  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  of  the 
township.  The  accounts  of  I8O7  and  1808  are  entered  in  the  book,  but  not 
signed  ; between  1808  and  1813  no  accounts  are  entered.  During  that  period 
Mr.  Johnson  received  the  rents  without  the  interference  of  the  trustees,  and 
after  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees,  which  was 
still  held,  and  making  the  other  usual  payments,  retained  the  residue  to  his 
own  use. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  appointment,  and  for  some  years  afterwards, 
the  school  was  well  attended  by  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bretherton  ; 
but  previously  to  the  election  of  new  trustees  in  1812,  complaints  had  been 
made  by  the  inhabitants,  of  his  having  neglected  the  school,  and  the  number 
of  scholars  became  much  reduced.  In  1813,  the  trustees  being  desirous  of 
resuming  the  receipt  of  the  rents,  gave  notice  to  the  tenants  to  pay  their  rents 
to  them,  and  not  to  Mr.  Johnson,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  on  10th  April  in 
that  year,  they  received  the  half  year’s  rents  then  due.  Mr.  Johnson  declined 
attending,  either  at  this  or  at  other  meetings  of  the  trustees,  held  shortly  after- 
wards ; and  on  30th  June  in  the  same  year,  he,  jointly  with  Mr.  Thomas  Clare, 
presented  a petition  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  whereby,  after  stating  that  the 
free  grammar  school  at  Bretherton  was  an  antient  charitable  institution,  endowed 
with  certain  lands,  and  a rent-charge  of  13/.  65.  8 c?.  of  which  the  legal  estate 
in  fee  was  vested  in  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  who  were  bound  to 
pay  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estates,  the  yearly  sums  of  205.  towards 
repairing  a causeway ; IO5.  for  a sermon  ; 75.  6d.  for  books  for  the  poor  chil- 
dren in  the  school;  and  205.  for  the  expenses  of  the  trustees  at  their  annual 
meeting,  and  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits  to,  or  to  permit  them 
to  be  received  by  the  schoolmaster;  and  stating  the  appointment  of  the  said 
John  Johnson,  as  schoolmaster,  by  Henry  Hesketh,  Lawrence  Hodges,  Henry 
Hodges,  Janies  Bretherton,  Peter  Jump,  Thomas  Bretherton,  and  John  Bre- 
therton, the  then  trustees,  and  the  election  of  new  trustees  in  1812,  and  the 
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rents  at  which  the  charity  lands  were  then  let,  and  that  up  to  the  then  last 
October  the  trustees  had  permitted  the  said  John  Johnson  to  receive  the  rents 
and  rent-charge,  after  allowing  the  said  several  sums  of  205.  IO5.  and  75.  6 c?. 
and  also  the  sum  of  5l.  or  thereabouts,  which  he  had  allowed  for  the  expense  ^ 
of  the  meeting  of  the  trustees,  instead  of  205.  until  the  meeting  in  April  1812, 
when  he  refused  to  allow  more  than  205.  for  that  purpose,  and  that  part  of  the 
lands  then  held  by  William  Jackson,  was  let  at  a rent  below  the  real  value,  and 
that  the  said  John  Johnson  had  requested  the  trustees  to  let  such  land  at 
a higher  rent,  which  they  had  refused  to  do,  and  since  October  then  last  had 
refused  to  pay  to  him  any  part  of  the  rents ; it  was  prayed,  that  the  trustees 
might  be  ordered  to  pay  to  the  said  John  Johnson,  the  rents  which  had  been 
received  by  them  since  October  then  last,  and  to  pay  to  him,  or  permit  him 
to  receive  all  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estates,  deducting  only  the  several 
sums  of  20  5.  IO5.  75.  6c?.  and  205.,  and  that  proper  leases  might  be  made  by 
the  trustees,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  of  the  charity  lands  held  by 
Thomas  Livesay  and  William  Jackson. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this  petition,  on  2d  August  1813,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
court,  to  inquire  what  was  the  nature  of  the  charity,  and  whether  the  estates 
in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Livesay  and  William  Jackson  were  let  at  their  full 
value ; that  James  Bretherton  (one  of  the  then  trustees)  should  pay  the  sum  of 
26?.  125.  l^d.  the  balance  admitted  to  be  in  his  hands,  to  the  said  John  Johnson, 
and  that  the  said  John  Johnson  should  receive  the  rents  of  the  charity  estates 
from  time  to  time  as  they  should  become  due,  without  prejudice  to  the  question 
to  whom  the  whole  of  the  rents  belonged. 

In  pursuance  of  this  order,  Mr.  Johnson  was  let  into  the  receipt  of  the  rents 
of  the  trust  estates,  but  no  further  proceedings  have  taken  place  in  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Master,  thereby  directed. 

In  July  1814,  Mr.  Johnson  gave  notice  to  William  Jackson,  the  tenant  of 
part  of  the  trust  property  in  Leyland,  to  quit  the  premises  held  by  him,  and 
afterwards  brought  an  action  of  ejectment,  which  was  defended  in  the  name  of 
the  tenant  by  the  trustees.  Upon  the  trial  of  this  cause  at  the  Lancaster 
summer  assizes,  in  1815,  before  the  late  Lord  Chief  Baron  Richards,  Mr. 
Johnson  obtained  a verdict  against  the  tenant,  from  whom  he  had  received  rent 
in  April  1814,  (giving  a receipt  for  it  as  due  to  himself),  his  Lordship  having, 
as  we  are  informed,  refused  to  receive  the  original  conveyance  of  the  premises 
in  question  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity  in  I7O6,  and  a lease  thereof  granted 
by  the  acting  trustees  in  1769.  and  also  Mr.  Johnson’s  petition  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  the  legal  estate  was  in  the  trustees,  all  of 
which  were  tendered  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  no  legal  title  to  the  premises. 

In  the  last  mentioned  year,  and  before  the  trial  of  this  cause,  the  then  acting 
trustees  (10  in  number)  presented  a memorial  to  the  late  Bishop  of  Chester, 
stating  the  circumstances  which  had  taken  place,  and  praying  his  Lordship  to 
revoke  the  licence  which  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Johnson,  as  the  master  of 
Bretherton  school,  by  his  Lordship’s  predecessor.  At  the  desire  of  the  bishop, 
the  school  was  visited  by  two  clergymen,  and  a gentleman  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  his  Lordship  did  not  invoke  the  licence. 

Since  these  proceedings  took  place,  Mr.  Johnson  has  claimed  and  exercised  ' 
the  entire  control  and  management  of  the  trust  property,  denying  any  right 
of  interference  on  the  part  of  the  trustees.  In  1819,  and  the  two  following 
years,  he  sold  timber  from  the  estates  to  the  value  of  54/.  which  he  has 
appropriated,  as  we  were  informed  by  his  son,  (Mr.  Johnson  having  been  unable 
from  indisposition  to  attend  at  the  time  of  our  investigation,)  to  liquidate  the 
expense  of  building  the  stable,  shippon  and  gig-house,  towards  which,  the 
trustees  paid  him  15/.  95.  in  1806,  and  of  some  repairs  of  the  school-house, 
the  whole  of  such  building  and  repairs,  amounting  to  'JOl.  None  of  the  small 
annual  charges  before  mentioned  for  the  causeway,  &c.  have  been  paid  since 
1815. 

During  the  last  three  years,  the  school  has  been  taught  by  Mr.  Richard 
Thomas  Johnson,  the  son  of  the  schoolmaster,  under  an  arrangement  between 
them,  in  which  the  trustees  were  not  consulted.  It  is  stated,  that  when  Mr. 
Richard  Thomas  Johnson  undertook  the  conduct  of  the  school,  there  were  not 
more  than  seven  or  eight  children  attending  it,  but  at  the  time  of  our  investi- 
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gation  (August  1825),  there  were  more  thqn  80  children  (boys  and  girls)  in  the 
school.  Although,  however,  some  improvement  has  thus  taken  place  in  regard  to 
the  utility  of  the  establishment,  we  apprehend  that  the  schoolmaster  had  no 
authority  to  relinquish  the  performance  of  his  duties  to  a deputy,  and  that  it 
is  not  fitting  that  the  trust  property  should  remain  under  the  uncontrolled 
management  of  the  master  ; and  it  appears  to  us  very  desirable  for  the  perma- 
nent interests  of  the  charity,  that  a regular  appointment  of  proper  persons,  as 
trustees,  should  be  made  under  the  direction  of  a court  of  equity,  who  should 
be  invested  with  such  control  as  seems  to  have  been  intended  by  the  founder. 
The  survivors  of  the  persons  who  have  acted  in  the  management  of  the  trust, 
are  desirous  that  there  should  be  an  appointment  of  duly  authorized  trustees, 
but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  should  adopt  active  measures  for  that 
purpose,  as  each  of  the  ten  acting  trustees,  at  the  time  when  the  above  men- 
tioned proceedings  took  place,  incurred  an  expense  of  351.  as  his  portion  of 
the  costs  on  both  sides  in  the  action  of  ejectment,  and  of  their  own  costs  in  the 
proceedings  upon  the  petition  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  The  costs  paid  by 
Mr.  Johnson  in  these  proceedings,  are  stated  by  his  son  to  have  amounted  to 
111/. 

The  school  is  considered  free  to  all  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  Bretherton,  who  are  taught  reading  and  the  catechism,  paying  only 
l5.  for  entrance.  For  those  who  are  instructed  in  writing  and  arithmetic, 
a charge  is  made,  which  for  the  poorer  children  since  the  school  has  been  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  R.  T.  Johnson,  has  been  of  very  small  amount.  A few  boys  have 
occasionally  been  instructed  in  the  Latin  language,  and  there  was  one  scholar 
of  that  description  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  for  whose  instruction  no  addi- 
tional charge  was  made.  Mr.  R.  T.  Johnson  has  admitted  into  the  school 
children  of  adjoining  townships,  without  making  any  charge  for  their  instruc- 
tion in  reading,  although  entitled  to  do  so.  Both  boys  and  girls  are  taught  in 
the  same  school-room. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  MAWDESLEY. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

Mawdesley.  The  township  of  Mawdesley  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  income  of  Peter 
- — Lathom’s  charity,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of 

Lathom  s Chanty,  charities  of  the  township  of  Croston.  This  portion,  which  for  the  year 
1825,  amounted  to  17/.  105.  is  sent  annually  by  the  trustees  of  the  charity  to 
Mr.  William  Finch,  an  inhabitant  of  Mawdesley,  by  whom  it  is  distributed, 
with  the  assistance  of  others  of  the  inhabitants,  usually  on  the  first  Saturday 
in  May,  in  money,  amongst  poor  persons  of  Mawdesley  not  receiving  relief,  the 
sums  given  to  each  varying  from  about  85.  to  45.  in  proportion  to  their  neces- 
sities. In  most  of  the  other  places  to  which  this  charity  extends,  the  distri- 
bution is  made  in  cloth,  which  appears  more  consonant  to  the  intentions  of  the 
donor,  than  a distribution  of  money. 

Charities  of  John  Stopford  and  David  Stopford. 

Charities  of  John  Johu  Stopford,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  18th  February  I657,  gave  to  his  son, 
Stopford  and  David  Richard  Stopford,  and  his  heirs,  two  closes,  situate  in  Eccleston,  called  the 
Stopford.  Great  Kellons  and  Little  Kellons  ; and  certain  closes  situate  in  Mawdesley, 
called  the  Little  Long  Shaw,  the  Moor  Croft,  and  the  Out  Lane,  lying  close 
to  the  Moor  Croft;  and  he  directed,  that  his  said  son  Richard,  and  his  heirs, 
should,  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  premises,  distribute  yeaily  to  the 
poorest  people  inhabiting  within  Mawdesley,  and  particularly  to  the  poor  near 
Blackmoor,  in  that  township,  the  sum  of  IO5.  yearly,  during  the  life  of  the  said 
Richard  Stopford,  and  afterwards  the  sum  of  20  5.  yearly,  for  ever,  the  same  to 
be  distributed  on  every  Good  Friday,  by  such  proportions,  and  in  such  manner 
as  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Croston  should 
think  fit. 

The  said  testator  also  gave  to  his  son,  David  Stopford,  and  his  heirs,  a close 
in  Eccleston,  called  the  Rough  Hey,  and  a close  in  Latham,  called  the  Long 
Meadow,  and  certain  closes  in  Bispham,  called  the  Little  Hey,  the  Acre,  and 
the  Little  Crofts ; and  he  directed,  that  his  said  son  David,  and  his  heirs,  should, 
out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  several  closes,  distribute  yearly  to  such  poor 
persons  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  10  5.  during  the  life  of  the  said  David,  and 
afterwards  the  sum  of  205.  for  ever,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  former  gift. 


David 
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David  Stopford,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  7th  October  1669,  gave  to  the 
poorest  people  about  Blackmoor,  in  the  township  of  Mawdesley,  10  s.  yearly, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Stopfords,  to  arise  for 
ever  out  of  a parcel  of  land  lying  in  Eccleston. 

By  an  award,  made  by  Thomas  Ashurst  and  Robert  Mawdesley,  esquires, 
bearing  date  29th  October  1719,  and  executed  by  them,  and  also  l>y  William 
Taylor,  Hugh  Ashton,  and  John  Thornton,  reciting  the  above-mentioned 
gifts  of  the  said  John  Stopford  and  David  Stopford ; and  further  reciting,  that 
the  said  close,  called  the  Long  Meadow,  had  been  purchased  by  the  said 
William  Taylor,  and  the  said  closes,  called  the  Little  Hey  the  Acre  ; and  that 
the  Little  Croft  had  been  purchased  by  the  said  Hugh  Ashton ; and  that  the 
said  closes,  called  the  Great  Kellons  and  the  Little  Kellons,  and  the  Rough 
Hey,  had  been  purchased  by  the  said  John  Thornton  ; and  that  the  closes, 
^called  the  Long  Shaw,  the  Moor  Croft,  and  the  Out  Lane,  belonged  to  Maxi- 
milian Nelson  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  William  Taylor,  Hugh 
Ashton  and  John  Thornton,  had  had  disputes  with  what  share  of  the  said  yearly 
sum  of  405.  the  several  lands  by  them  respectively  purchased  should  be 
charged,  towards  raising  the  same  for  ever,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
Mawdesley ; but  for  the  ascertaining  thereof,  had  referred  themselves  to  the 
award  of  the  said  Thomas  Ashurst  and  Robert  Mawdesley  ; the  said  Thomas 
Ashurst  and  Robert  Mawdesley  awarded,  that  the  close  in  Lathom,  called  the 
Long  Meadow,  should  be  charged  with  the  yearly  sum  of  85. ; that  the  closes 
in  Bispham,  called  the  Little  Hey,  the  Acre,  and  the  Little  Croft,  should 
be  charged  with  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  6s.  6d.  ; and  that  the  close  in 
Eccleston,  called  the  Rough  Hey,  should  be  charged  with  the  clear  yearly  sum 
of  5s.  6d.  over  and  above  the  yearly  sum  of  IO5.  charged  thereon  by  the  will 
of  David  Stopford,  the  other  20  5.  being  paid  yearly  by  the  owners  of  the  said 
closes,  called  the  Great  Kellons  and  Little  Kellons;  and  that  the  said  William 
Taylor,  Hugh  Ashton,  and  John  Thornton,  and  their  heirs,  owmers  of  the  said 
lands,  should  be  for  ever  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  respective  sums 
aforesaid. 

The  sum  of  85.  is  annually  paid  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  township, 
by  Thomas  Glover,  the  owner  of  Long  Meadow.  The  closes  in  Bispham, 
called  the  Little  Hey,  the  Acre,  and  the  Little  Croft,  are  stated  to  form  part  of 
a farm,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Richard  Monk,  as  tenant  to  the  Earl  of 
Derbv,  and  to  have  been  purchased  by  his  Lordship  of  one  of  the  Ashton  family, 
about  twenty  years  ago.  The  annual  sum  of  65.  6d.  was  formerly  received  in 
respect  of  these  closes ; but  for  about  the  last  fourteen  years,  Mr.  Richard 
Monk  has  refused  to  pay  it,  having  been  informed,  as  he  states,  by  a former 
steward  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  that  he  was  not  liable  to  the  payment.  No 
application  appears  to  have  been  made,  either  to  the  Earl,  or  to  his  steward,  on 
the  part  of  the  township,  for  this  small  annual  sum  ; but  we  suggested  to, the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  that  such  application  should  be  made,  founded  upon 
the  award  of  17l9j  which,  if  the  identity  of  the  lands  can  be  shown,  will 
probably  lead  to  a resumption  of  the  payment. 

The  annual  sums  of  5s.  6d.  in  respect  of  John  Stopford’s  gift,  and  of  IO5. 
ill  respect  of  David  Stopford’s  gift,  are  paid  by  Robert  Park,  the  occupier  of 
the  field  called  the  Rough  Hey ; and  the  sum  of  205.  is  paid  by  Thomas 
Norris,  the  owner  of  the  fields  called  the  Great  and  Little  Kellons. 

The  annual  sums  received  from  these  two  donations,  amounting  at  present 
to  1/.  13  5.  6d.  together  with  2/.  arising  from  Crook’s  gift  to  the  poor, 
hereinafter  mentioned,  are,  on  the  same  day  on  which  the ' distribution  of 
Lathom’s  charity  takes  place  amongst  the  poor  not  receiving  relief,  distributed 
amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  the  township  as  do  receive  relief,  in  small  sums  of 
25.  or  35.  to  each. 

Blackmoor,  mentioned  in  the  wills  both  of  John  and  David  Stopford,  is 
a common  in  the  township  of  Mawdesley,  with  cottages  round  it,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  partake  of  this  distribution,  but  no  particular  portion  of  these 
donations  is  allotted  to  them. 

Crook’s  Charities. 

The  particulars  of  Thomas  Crook’s  will,  dated  in  1688,  whereby,  amongst 
other  charges  on  an  estate  in  Alston  and  Whittingham,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, he  directed  that  there  should  be  paid,  out  of  the  rents  of  that  estate,  2/. 
per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Mawdesley,  and  2/.  per  annum  to  the 'schoolmaster 

Rep.  15.  U 2 of 


Mawdesley. 

Charities  of 
John  Stxinfoid  and 
David  Stopford, 
continued. 


Crook's  Charities. 


Mawdesley. 

Crook’s  Charities, 
continued. 

V ^ 


Blackburn's 

Charity. 


Durning's  Charity. 


Ulnes  Walton. 

Glassbrooke’s 

Charity. 


15^  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

of  the  little  school  at  Mawdesley,  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  provided  he  should  be 
a Protestant,  and  not  otherwise,  were  stated  in  our  Eleventh  Report,  p.  334. 

These  two  annual  sums  are  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  from 
Mr.  William  Clough,  the  present  lessee  of  the  estate. 

The  application  of  the  former  has  been  stated  in  the  account  of  Stopford’s 
charities. 

The  latter  is  paid  to  a school  mistress,  who  teaches  about  15  young  children 
of  the  township,  boys  or  girls,  to  read,  receiving  from  each  child  a small  sum 
of  25.  per  quarter,  in  a house  which  was  built  on  the  waste,  about  fifty  years 
ago,  by  a subscription  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  and  to  which  a garden 
is  attached,  taken  also  out  of  the  waste.  These  premises  were  previously 
occupied  by  a schoolmaster. 

Blackburn’s  Charity. 

Margaret  Blackburn,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  15th  January  1718,  gave  to 
the  poor  of  Mawdesley  50/.  and  appointed  her  cousin,  Thomas  Mawdesley, 
administrator  of  it,  desiring  him  to  nominate  either  his  heir  or  some  honest 
neighbour  to  succeed  him  in  the  same  charge  for  the  time  to  come ; and  she 
allowed  him  and  them  yearly  65.  8(/.  for  their  care,  and  desired  the  remainder 
of  the  profit  to  be  distributed  yearly  amongst  the  poor,  either  in  money  or  cloth, 
or  other  necessaries,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  administrator  for  the 
time  being. 

This  sum  of  50/.  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  rector  of 
Croston,  and  he  used  to  pay  2/.  IO5.  as  interest  for  it,  till  he  left  England  in 
1820,  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  his  pecuniary  affairs,  as  has 
been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Croston. 
A dividend  has  lately  been  received  from  Mr.  Master’s  estate  of  125.  in  the 
pound  on  this  sum,  amounting  to  30/.  35,  by  Mr.  William  Finch,  who  has 
placed  it  in  the  Preston  old  bank,  until  some  security  can  be  found  for  it. 

When  the  interest  was  received  from  the  rector,  it  was  annually  applied,  with 
the  charities  of  Stopford  and  Crook,  in  the  manner  before-mentioned ; and  this 
mode  of  application  is  intended  to  be  resumed,  as  to  the  interest  of  the  said  sum 
of  30/.  35. 

Burning’s  Charity. 

This  township  is  entitled  every  seventh  year  to  a sum  of  5 /.  for  apprenticing 
a poor  child  from  the  charity  of  Richard  Durning,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Bispham.  This 
sum  is  paid,  by  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
this  township,  in  its  turn,  and  is  applied  towards  apprenticing  a poor  child 
thereof. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ULNFS  WALTON. 

Glassbrooke’s  Charity. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  2d  October  1657,  Lawrence  Sumner, 
in  consideration  of  110/.  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  Thomas  Farrington,  William 
Graddell,  Richard  Loxham,  and  John  Nelson,  and  their  heirs,  a close,  called 
the  Mill  Holme,  lying  between  the  river  of  Lostock  on  the  east,  and  the  dead 
water  on  the  west,  containing  1 a.  2 r.  ; a close,  called  the  Red  Bank,  containing 
two  acres,  and  a close  called  the  Calf  Croft,  containing  half  an  acre  (customary 
measure),  situate  in  the  township  of  Ulnes  Walton,  on  trust,  to  employ  the 
rents,  issues  and  profits,  of  the  said  premises,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  people 
inhabiting  within  the  said  township,  for  ever ; and  it  was  declared,  that  when 
there  should  be  but  two  of  the  said  trustees  surviving,  the  survivors  should 
convey  the  said  premises  to  six  other  inhabitants  of  the  township,  whereof  the 
heirs  of  the  deceased  feoffees  should  be  part,  if  then  capable  thereof. 

In  an  endorsement  on  a trust  deed  of  these  premises,  dated  17d0,  this  is 
called  Glassbrooke’s  charity,  and  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786, 
James  Glasshrooke  is  stated  to  be  the  donor. 

The  last  trust  deed  bears  date  28th  September  1804,  under  which  Hum- 
phrey Miller,  William  Miller,  Richard  Norris,  and  William  Bretherton,  are  the 
present  surviving  trustees. 

The  property  now  consists  of  four  fields,  (the  close  called  the  Red  Bank 
having  been  divided  into  two  parts),  containing,  by  estimation,  rather  more  than 
four  acres  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch),  which  are  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Shadrach  Sutton,  under  a 'parol  agreement  for  five  years 

from 
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from  Candlemas  1824,  at  the  annual  rent  of  23/.  having  been  let  to  him  by 
tender.  They  had  been  let  in  the  preceding  year  for  26/.  10  5.  but  the  tenant 
o-ave  up  the  possession  in  consequence  of  the  rent  being  too  high.  The  rents, 
out  of  which  small  sums  are  occasionally  paid  for  repairing  the  fences  of  the 
lands,  are  received  by  two  of  the  trustees  about  Christmas,  and  are  shortly 
afterwards  distributed  by  them  amongst  poor  persons  of  this  township,  not  re- 
ceiving constant  relief,  in  sums  usually  varying  from  1 /.  to  10 5.  An  account 
of  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  this  charity,  is  kept  by  Mr.  Humphrey 
Miller,  one  of  the  trustees. 

Waking’s  Gift. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  28th  and  29th  October 
1748,  between  John  Ormerod,  of  the  one  part,  and  Edward  Tyrer,  William 
Miller,  and  four  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  bearing  date  19th  and  20th  November  1735,  made  between  Ellen 
Waring,  of  the  one  part,  and  Timothy  Green,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Ellen 
Waring  had  granted  certain  lands  in  Leyland,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Timothy 
Green,  and  his  heirs,  and  thereby  charged  the  same  with  405.  a year  to  the 
poor  of  Ulnes  Walton,  to  be  paid  to  and  applied  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
there  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  or  40/.  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  election  of  the 
said  Timothy  Green,  and  his  heirs  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Timothy  Green, 
on  the  29th  September  1744,  made  his  election  to  pay,  and  did  then  pay,  to  the 
said  Edward  Tyrer,  the  then  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Ulnes  Walton,  the  said 
sum  of  40/.  which  had  been  placed  out  at  interest  on  personal  security,  and  the 
yearly  interest  thereof  distributed  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  amongst  the 
poor  of  the  said  township ; and  that  the  said  Edward  Tyrer,  William  Miller, 
and  others,  being  landholders  or  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  township, 
were  mindful,  for  the  better  securing  the  said  sum,  and  perpetuating  the  charity, 
to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  for  that  purpose  had  agreed 
with  the  said  John  Ormerod,  for  the  purchase  of  the  messuage  or  cottage,  and 
gardens,  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  John  Ormerod,  in  consideration  of 
40/.  conveyed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage 
or  cottage,  and  barn,  situate  in  Euxton,  called  Hodgson’s  House,  with  two 
orchards  thereto  belonging,  containing  25  perches  of  the  measure  there  used, 
on  trust,  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Ulnes  Walton,  for  ever. 

In  1764,  William  Miller,  who  was  the  survivor  of  the  trustees,  under  the 
conveyance  of  1748,  granted  a lease  of  the  above  mentioned  premises  to  John 
Ormerod,  for  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2/.  25. ; but  afterwards  finding  that 
he  had  acted  improvidently  in  granting  a lease  for  so  long  a term,  he,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  15th  June  1791,  gave  to  four  persons  in  whom  that  lease  had 
become  vested,  10/.  a piece,  upon  condition  that  they  and  all  persons  claiming 
under  them,  should,  at  the  cost  of  his  residuary  legatee,  surrender  their  interest 
in  the  demised  premises,  unto  the  said  Humphrey  Miller,  being  such  residuary 
legatee,  and  such  other  persons,  and  their  heirs,  as  should  be  nominated  as 
trustees  for  the  poor  of  Ulnes  Walton,  so  that  the  clear  rents  might  he  applied 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township,  according  as  the  legacy  of  the 
said  Ellen  Waring,  with  which  the  same  premises  were  purchased,  was  intended 
to  be  applied. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  4th  March  1815,  the  parties  interested  in  this 
lease,  in  consideration  of  four  sums  of  10/.  each,  surrendered  the  demised 
premises  to  the  said  Humphrey  Miller,  and  to  Henry  Dandy,  then  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  Ulnes  Walton,  to  hold  to  them,  and  to  the  successors  in  office  of 
the  said  Henry  Dandy,  overseers  for  the  time  being  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  Ulnes  Walton,  for  the  residue  of  the  said  unexpired  term  of  999  years,  in 
trust  for  the  poor  of  the  said  township,  and  for  them  from  time  to  time  to 
dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  the  use,  relief  and  benefit  of  the 
said  poor. 

The  premises,  which  are  situate  in  the  township  of  Euxton,  consist  of — 

1.  — A cottage  and  garden,  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Robinson,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  81.  10  5.  per  annum. 

2.  — A cottage  and  small  garden,  in  the  occupation  of  Isaac  Robinson,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  51.  105. 

3.  — A very  small  tenement,  in  the  occupation  of  Margaret  Addison,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  1 /. 
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repair  out  of  the  rents,  and  are  in  fair  condition.  In  1820,  the  sum  of 
24/.  85.  4>cl,  was  laid  out  in  repairs. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Miller  receives  the  rents,  and  keeps  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  the  charity.  Of  the  residue,  after  deducting  the  charges 
for  repairs,  he  makes  two  distributions  in  the  course  of  the  year,  usually  in  the 
months  of  January  and  May,  amongst  poor  persons  of  this  township,  not  receiv- 
ing constant  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  1/.  to  5s.,  on  which  occasions  the 
overseer  of  the  poor  frequently  attends. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

This  township  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  Peter  Lathom's  charity,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  town- 
ship of  Croston. 

This  portion  is  laid  out  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hawkshead,  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  charity,  in  the  purchase  of  cloth,  which  is  sent  to  Mr.  Humphrey  Miller,  and 
distributed  by  him,  with  the  assistance  of  other  inhabitants  of  the  township, 
amongst  poor  persons  thereof,  not  receiving  constant  relief,  in  quantities  pro- 
portioned to  the  numbers  of  their  respective  families. 

Annuity  of  Ten  Shillings. 

An  annuity  of  105.  is  paid  to  the  poor  of  Ulnes  Walton,  out  of  a field  in  this 
township,  called  Dandy  Land,  which,  subject  to  this  charge,  belongs  to  Croston’s 
almshouse,  in  the  township  of  Croston.  This  annuity  appears,  from  the  alms- 
house accounts,  to  have  been  paid  from  the  year  1753,  when  the  field  was 
purchased  by  the  trustees  thereof,  and  therefore  the  charge  had  probably  been 
previously  created  ; but  it  is  not  noticed  in  the  conv'eyance  made  to  the  trustees 
of  the  almshouse  at  that  time,  nor  is  it  known  from  whose  gift  it  is  derived. 
It  is  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  field,  about  Christmas,  to  the  overseer  of  the 
poor,  and  is  distributed  by  him,  in  small  sums,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the 
township  not  receiving  constant  relief. 


PARISH  OF  ECCLESTON. 

Rigbye’s  Charity. 

The  earliest  deed  produced  to  us,  relating  to  this  charity,  was  an  indenture 
bearing  date  9th  March  1759>  between  Robert  Billinge  and  Thomas  Hawks- 
head, of  the  one  part ; and  John  Douglas,  clerk,  rector  of  Eccleston,  Thomas 
Rigbye,  William  Sharpies,  John  Heskin,  and  James  Bradshaw,  of  the  other 
part,  whereby  after  reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  October  1627, 
and  made  between  Adam  Rigbye,  clerk,  of  Eccleston,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sir 
Peter  Legh,  and  Alexander  Rigbye,  esquire,  of  the  other  part,  the  said  Adam 
Rigbye  demised  to  the  said  Sir  Peter  Legh  and  Alexander  Rigbye,  divers  lands 
and  hereditaments,  for  one  hundred  years  thence  next  ensuing,  on  the  trusts 
expressed  in  a schedule  annexed  to  the  said  indenture  ; and  further  reciting,  that 
by  the  said  schedule  it  was  expressed,  that  the  desire  of  the  said  Adam  Rigbye 
was,  that  from  the  end  of  seven  years  then  next,  there  should  be  yearly,  during 
the  said  one  hundred  years,  the  sum  of  20/.  paid  for  the  use  of  the  most  reli- 
gious, painful  and  honest  poor  inhabitants,  of  the  parish  of  Eccleston,  viz. 
10  /.  thereof  to  be  yearly  bestowed  in  20  grey  coats  or  gowns,  upon  20  of  the 
said  poor,  and  the  other  10/.  to  be  bestowed  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  every 
Sunday  weekly,  amongst  the  said  poor ; and  further  reciting,  that  by  inden  - 
ture, bearing  date  25th  July  1629,  made  between  Alexander  Rigbye,  esquire, 
nephew  and  heir  at  law  of  the  said  Adam  Rigbye,  of  the  one  part;  and  Henry 
Ashurst,  esquire,  and  six  others  of  the  other  ])art,  the  said  Alexander  Rigbye, 
for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  granted  to  the  said  Henry  Ashurst  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent  of  20/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  a capital  mes- 
suage, with  the  appurtenances,  in  Eccleston,  called  Bradley  Hall,  and  out  of  all 
those  lands  and  hereditaments  in  Eccleston  and  Euxton,  which  theretofore  de- 
scended to  the  said  Alexander  Rigbye,  as  cousin  and  heir  of  tlie  said  Adam 
Rigbye,  to  begin  on  the  feast  of  Saint  Martin,  in  1635,  and  from  thence  to  have 
continuance  for  ever,  on  trust,  that  the  said  Henry  Ashurst  and  others,  and  their 
heirs,  should  for  ever,  yearly,  in  Novembei',  bestow  10/.  Sc  8 d.  of  the  said  yearly 
rent  of  20/.  in  providing  20  coats  or  gowns,  of  grey  cloth,  all  of  which  were  to  be 
made  alike  in  goodness  and  value,  and  to  be  distributed  yearly  by  the  said  Henrv 
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I Ashurst  and  otliers,  or  their  substitutes,  in  the  porch  of  the  parish  church  of 
Eccleston,  or  in  the  place  where  the  same  porch  stood,  on  the  3d  or  4th  Sunday 
I in  every  November,  unto  such  20  poor  persons,  men,  women,  or  children, 

I inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Eccleston,  as  by  the  said  Alexander  Rigbye, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  be  nominated  to  receive  the  same  ; and  on  further 
; trust,  that  they  should  weekly,  on  every  Sunday,  which  should  be  after  the 
I hrst  payment  of  the  said  yearly  rent  of  20/.  bestow  Ss.  lOd.  for  the  providing 
of  46  penny  loaves  of  good  and  healthful  bread,  of  wheat,  to  be  distributed 
weekly  every  Sunday,  between  eleven  and  one  o’clock,  out  of  the  time  of  divine 
service,  by  the  said  Henry  Ashurst  and  others,  or  their  substitutes,  in  the  said 
porch,  to  such  20  or  more  poor  men  or  women  in  tiie  said  parish,  to  each  one 
or  more  loaves,  as  the  said  Alexander  Rigbye,  or  his  heirs,  should  appoint; 
which  nominations  of  poor  persons  to  receive  the  gowns  or  coats,  and  bread, 
should  be,  by  the  said  Alexander  Rigbye  and  his  heirs,  made  in  manner  follow- 
ing, namely;  that  he  or  they  should  cause  the  names  of  such  poor  men,  women, 
or  children,  as  should  be  by  them  thought  fit  to  receive  the  said  loaves,  gowns 
or  coats,  to  be  set  down  in  writing,  in  a piece  of  paper,  subscribed  with  the  words 
“ Adam  Rigbye,”  which  said  piece  of  paper  should  be  by  the  said  Alexander 
Rigbye  and  his  heirs,  upon  the  first  or  second  Sunday  in  the  month  of  November, 
fixed  on  the  south  door  of  the  parish  church  of  Eccleston,  and  should  be  a suffi- 
cient nomination  of  the  persons  who  were  to  receive  the  said  coats  or  gowns,  and 
loaves  of  bread,  during  the  space  of  one  year  ; and  it  was  declared,  that  if  the 
said  Alexander  Rigbye  and  his  heirs,  should  in  any  year  neglect  to  make  such 
nomination,  the  said  Henry  Ashurst  and  others,  and  their  heirs  should,  as  to 
them  should  seem  convenient,  bestow  the  said  gowns  or  coats,  and  the  said 
weekly  provision  of  loaves  ; and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  the  said  Alexander 
Rigbye  and  his  heirs,  should  have  the  nomination  of  the  person  who  should  be 
employed  in  the  baking  of  the  bread,  with  a power  of  nomination  in  case  of 
their  neglect,  to  the  said  Henry  Ashurst  and  others  ; and  upon  further  trust, 
that  as  soon  as  any  five  of  the  said  grantees  should  happen  to  die,  the  survivors 
should,  within  a convenient  time,  assign  over  the  said  yearly  rent  to  other  seven 
discreet  honest  men,  freeholders  of  land,  and  within  the  said  parish  of  Eccleston, 
and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  above  mentioned,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for 
ever;  and  further  reciting,  divers  mesne  assignments  of  the  said  rent;  it  was 
witnessed,  that  the  said  Robert  Billinge  and  Thomas  Hawkshead,  surviving 
trustees  under  a deed  bearing  date  12th  November  1749,  granted  to  the  said 
John  Douglas  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  yearly  rent  of  20/.  upon  the 
trusts  aforesaid. 

The  last  trust  deed  of  this  charity  bears  date  23d  November  1818,  whereby 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  Hawkshead,  and  Hugh  Withington,  assigned  the  above 
mentioned  rent  to  the  Rev.  William  Gates,  rector  of  Eccleston,  Rigbye 
Baldwin  Rigbye,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  and  John  Parke,  upon  the  above  men- 
tioned trusts. 

The  present  proprietor  of  the  estate  called  Bradley  Hall,  and  the  premises  in 
Eccleston  and  Euxton,  charged  with  the  payment  of  this  annuity,  is  General 
John  Rigbye  Fletcher,  by  whose  tenant  the  sum  of  20/.  is  annually  paid  at 
Martinmas  to  the  trustees,  who  then  hold  a meeting  at  a public  house  in  Eccles- 
ton, for  the  purpose  of  receiving  it,  and  of  nominating  the  poor  persons  who  are 
to  receive  the  cloth,  and  also  the  bread,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  under  the  recited  deed  of  1629,  the  nomination  of 
the  objects  of  the  charity  was  given  to  Alexander  Rigbye  and  his  heirs,  and  by 
a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  in  1732,  in  a cause  of  the  Attorney 
General  v.  Rigbye,  it  was  declared,  that  such  right  of  nomination  was  in 
Townley  Rigbye,  as  the  heir  at  law  of  the  said  Alexander  Rigbye.  Mrs.  Ann 
Townley  Rigbye,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Shaw,  both  of  Preston,  are  the  co-heiresses  of 
the  said  Townley  Rigbye,  and  Mr.  William  Shawe,  the  son  of  the  latter,  has 
occasionally  gone  to  Eccleston,  to  see  the  charity  distributed  on  their  behalf ; 
but  he  has  usually  left  this  duty  to  the  trustees,  under  the  impression  that 
they,  from  their  local  knowledge,  are  better  able  to  select  proper  persons  to 
receive  the  benefits  of  the  charity.  The  trustees  therefore  prepare  a list  of 
such  persons,  which  is  subscribed  as  directed  by  the  deed  of  1629.  One 
of  the  trustees  then  provides  cloth  to  the  amount  of  10/.  which  is  divided 
in  equal  shares  amongst  20  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  Eccleston;  and  as 
of  the  four  townships  of  which  the  parish  consists,  those  of  Eccleston  and 
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Eccleston.  Wrightington  exceed  considerably  in  size  and  population  the  townships  of  Hes- 
. kin  and  Parbold,  it  has  been  customary  for  the  trustees  to  distribute  tlie  cloth  to 
Rigbye’s  Chanty,  seven  poor  persons  of  each  of  the  two  former,  and  to  three  poor  persons  of  each 
cuntinuer.  ^ lattci'  townships,  for  two  years  successively,  and  in  every  third  year 

~~  amongst  six  poor  persons  of  each  of  the  larger,  and  four  of  each  of  the  smaller 
townships.  The  cloth  is  given  indiscriminately  to  men  or  women.  Forty-six 
penny  loaves  are  also  provided  every  Sunday,  by  a baker,  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  trustees,  and  are  given  to  poor  persons  of  the  respective  townships  of  which 
the  parish  is  composed. 

It  is  considered,  that  every  person  who  has  a share  of  the  cloth  is  entitled 
to  one  loaf,  if  present  at  the  church,  but  not  otherwise,  unless  prevented  by 
sickness.  The  names  of  the  persons  on  the  list  are  called  over  every  Sunday, 
when  those  who  are  present  receive  their  loaves,  and  the  remaining  loaves  are 
distributed  either  amongst  the  same  persons,  or  amongst  other  poor  persons 
attending  the  church. 

There  is  a free  grammar  school,  founded  by  James  Pemberton,  for  the  benefit 
of  this  parish,  and  other  parishes  adjoining,  situate  in  the  township  of  Heskin  ; 
but  as  the  principal  and  scholars  of  Brazen  Nose  College,  Oxford,  are,  together 
with  the  Goldsmiths  Company,  and  other  persons,  trustees,  we  consider  it  as 
not  falling  within  the  scope  of  our  inquiry. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ECCLESTON. 

Fathom’s  Charity. 

Eccleston.  The  township  of  Eccleston  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  income  of  Peter 

Lathom*s  charity,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of 

Lathom’s  Charily,  charities  of  the  township  of  Croston.  This  portion  (which  for  the  year 
1825,  amounted  to  IJl.  105.)  is  annually  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  cloth, 
which  is  distributed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hawkshead,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
charity,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  township. 

Cooper’s  Charity. 

Cooper’s  Charity.  By  indenture,  bearing  date  29th  September  1710,  between  Thomas  Hulse, 
executor  to  Robert  Pickering,  Nathaniel  Brownell,  clerk,  and  Mary  Naylor, 
executors  to  Nicholas  Rigbye,  and  Jeffrey  Roby,  executor  to  Thomas  Wilson, 
of  the  one  part  j and  Samuel  Crooke,  John  Billinge,  Laurence  Ball,  and  John 
Thornton,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  Elizabeth  Cooper,  of  Chorley,  widow, 
by  indenture,  bearing  date  10th  June  1685,  covenanted  with  Robert  Pickering, 
Nicholas  Rigbye,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Cooper,  that  she  would,  within 
two  months  after  the  date  thereof,  pay  or  secure  to  them,  the  sum  cf  50  /.,  and 
did,  within  the  said  limited  time,  pay  to  them  the  said  50/.  upon  trust,  to  put 
forth  the  said  sum,  as  they,  in  their  discretion  should  think  most  meet,  to  the 
best  yearly  profit,  and  to  employ  the  yearly  profit  thereof  in  teaching  the 
children  of  such  poor  as  should  from  time  to  time  be  inhabitants  of  Eccleston 
to  read  the  English  tongue,  as  they  should  think  most  meet,  and  for  the 
instruction  of  such  children  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  principles 
of  the  reformed  religion,  and  for  the  providing  and  buying  of  books,  wherein 
they  might  so  learn  to  read,  and  particularly  of  Bibles  and  other  orthodox 
books,  for  such  children  as  should  be  capable  of  reading  them,  and  for  paying 
the  instructors  of  such  children  their  w^ages,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose, 
with  a proviso  for  appointing  new  trustees,  by  the  survivors,  when  two  should 
be  dead;  and  reciting,  that  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  deaths  of  Nicholas 
Rigbye,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Pickering,  the  three  surviving  trustees, 
no  nomination  of  new  trustees  had  been  made,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part, 
as  the  executors  of  the  said  trustees,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  money  might 
be  for  ever  employed  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Cooper, 
or  as  near  as  might  be,  covenanted  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
within  two  months  to  pay  or  secure  to  them  the  sum  of  50/.  to  the  uses  before 
mentioned  ; and  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second 
part,  declared,  that  they  were  willing  to  accept  the  trust ; and  it  was  agreed, 
that  when  two  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  choose  two 
others,  inhabitants  in  or  near  the  town  of  Eccleston,  to  be  trustees  with  them, 
of  the  said  50/.  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  subsequent  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity 
has  taken  place. 

■ This 
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This  sum  of  50/.  was  about  four  years  ago  placed,  by  the  Rev.  William  Eccleston. 
Yates,  the  rector,  and  Thomas  Hawkshead,  esq.  in  the  Eccleston  savings  bank.  — 

The  interest,  being  9,1.  per  annum,  is  received  by  the  rector,  and  paid  by  him 

in  aid  of  a fund  arising  from  voluntary  contributions,  for  the  maintenance  of  n ^ , 

a Sunday  school,  in  Eccleston,  in  which  about  l60  children  are  taught  to  read. 

From  this  fund  books  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  children  in  the  school, 

‘and  Bibles  are  given  to  the  most  deserving  of  them. 

The  school  in  which  the  children  are  taught,  was  built  by  subscription,  on 
a small  plot  of  land  in  the  town  of  Eccleston,  given  for  that  purpose  by 
Mr.  Hugh  Withington,  and  granted  by  him  to  trustees  in  1814. 

Dicconson’s  Gift. 

Hugh  Dicconsoiiy  by  his  will,  bearing  date  30th  March  1683,  and  proved  at  Dicconson’s  Gift. 
Chester  in  1693,  gave  50/.  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Eccleston  township,  to  buy 
six  coats  of  blue  cloth,  to  be  lettered  with  H.  D.  on  the  sleeve,  to  be  disposed 
every  Michaelmas-day,  yearly,  to  six  poor  persons  of  the  said  township,  nomi- 
nated by  the  major  part  of  his  trustees,  who  were  to  be  Robert  Pickering, 
rector  of  Eccleston,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  Hugh  Armetriding  and  Robert 
Rigbye ; and  in  case  of  either  of  their  deaths,  another  was  to  be  chosen  by  the 
rector  and  the  other  surviving  trustee,  so  that  the  number  of  three  should  be 
continued  for  ever. 

This  sum  of  50/.  having  been  lent  on  bond,  was  called  in,  and  placed  by  the 
rector  and  Thomas  Hawkshead,  esq.  in  the  Eccleston  savings  bank,  at  the  same 
time  as  the  50/.  arising  from  Cooper’s  charity  above  mentioned.  The  interest, 
being  91.  per  annum,  is  applied  annually  by  Mr.  Hawkshead,  in  the  purchase  of 
as  much  blue  cloth  for  making  petticoats  as  it  will  purchase,  which  is  given  at 
the  time  of  the  distribution  of  Rigbye’s  charity,  amongst  poor  women  (prin- 
cipally widows)  of  the  township  of  Eccleston,  the  numbers  being  4,  5,  or  6, 
according  to  the  price  of  the  cloth. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  H E S K I N. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity,  to  a share  of  which  this  township  is  entitled,  Heekin. 

have  already  been  detailed  in  the  accounts  of  the  charities  of  that  of  Croston.  

The  portion  belonging  to  this  township  is  bestowed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hawkshead,  Lathom’s  Charity, 
a trustee  of  the  charity,  in  the  purchase  of  cloth,  which  is  by  him  distributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  township. 

Poor’s  Stock. 

The  following  account  of  the  origin  of  this  charity  is  extracted  from  an  old  IWs  Stock, 
book  relating  to  it  : — 

By  articles  of  agreement,  bearing  date  7th  March  1691,  between  Henry 
Groston,  of  Croston,  of  the  one  part;  and  Robert  Mawdesley,  William  Forster, 

Nicholas  Heskin,  Roger  Bennison,  and  two  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting, 
that  the  said  Henry  Croston  had  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  the  sum  of  91.  10^.  for  the  purposes  thereinafter  mentioned, 
and  that  he  was  desirous  to  excite  others  to  follow  his  example,  in  hopes  that 
in  time  a considerable  addition  might  be  made  by  the  benevolence  of  others, 
for  the  charitable  purposes  thereinafter  expressed,  the  said  William  Forster,. 

Nicholas  Heskin,  and  Roger  Bennison,  covenanted  with  the  said  Henry 
Croston,  that  they  would,  during  their  lives,  dispose  of  the  said  sum  or  such 
'sums  as  should  be  deposited  in  their  hands,  to  the  best  yearly  profit ; and  that 
they,  with  the  other  trustees,  would  dispose  of  the  yearly  interest  arising  there- 
from towards  the  placing  of  apprentices,  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  children  of 
the  poor  people  inhabiting  in  the  township  of  Heskin,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
said  trustees,  to  some  honest  trade,  as  by  the  said  trustees  should  be  thought 
meet,  and  that  they  would  yield  a true  account  to  their  co-trustees  of  all  sums 
which  they  should  receive  ; and  the  said  Robert  Mawdesley,  and  the  two  other 
trustees,  covenanted,  that  in  case  the  said  William  Forster,  Nicholas  Heskin 
and  Roger  Bennison,  should  die  in  the  life-time  of  the  said  Robert  Mawdesley, 
and  two  others,  and  such  sum  should  be  paid  over  into  their  hands,  they 
would  dispose  thereof,  and  the  interest  arising  therefrom,  to  the  uses  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  when  any  one  of  them  should  die,  the  survivors  should,  within  three 
months,  elect  another  discreet  inhabitant  in  Heskin,  to  be  a new  trustee  in  the 
room  of  him  so  dying  ; and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  the  Same  course  of 
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nomination  of  trustees  should  be  pursued  from  time  to  time,  and  that  a book 
of  accounts  should  be  provided,  in  which  should  be  entered  all  sums  given  or 
to  be  given  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  together  with  the  names  of  the  appren- 
tices bound,  and  all  disbursements  touching  the  premises  ; and  that  the  trustees 
should  hold  a yearly  meeting  at  such  time  and  place  as  should  be  thought 
convenient  by  them. 

The  following  account  of  monies,  given  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Heskin, 
is  found  in  an  entry  in  the  same  book,  dated  4th  February  l698  : — 


By  Henry  Croston,  in  his  life-time  . . - _ 

By  his  will  --------- 

By  John  Croston 

By  William  Dicconson  ------ 

By  Richard  Smith 

Several  sums  received  from  the  Three  Squirrels,  in  Lon- 
don, (in  respect  of  an  annuity  given  by  one  Meredith, 
for  a term  of  years,  which  has  expired),  and  from  other 
places,  belonging  to  the  said  poor,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  --------- 

£. 


£. 

s.  d. 

2 

10  - 

2 

10  - 

3 

- - 

' 4 
1 

6 - 

7 

5 fi 

20 

11  6 

' In  a subsequent  entry  it  is  stated,  that  20  1.  left  by  Mr.  Heskin  was  lodged 
in  Mr.  Mawdesley’s  hands.  This  legacy  appears,  from  the  will  of  Mr.  Thurston 
Heskin,  bearing  date  4th  December  1704,  to  have  been  bequeathed  by  him  to 
Robert  Mawdesley,  esquire,  to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  upon  real  or  personal 
security,  the  produce  thereof  to  be  distributed  amongst  such  poor  and  neces- 
sitous families  in  the  township  of  Heskin,  as  the  said  Robert  Mawdesley  and 
Iiis  heirs  should  think  most  proper.  > 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  27th  and  28th  February  17'f0> 
Theresa,  Ann  and  Jennet  Hilton,  in  consideration  of  30/.  conveyed  to  Matthew 
Cragg,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  Charles  Swift,  Thurston  Waterworth,  John  Har- 
rison and  James  Harrison,  and  their  heirs,  a cottage  situate  in  Heskin,  then 
in  the  possession  of  the  vendors,  with  two  perches  of  land,  lately  inclosed 
from  the  commons  of  Heskin,  adjoining  to  the  said  cottage  and  allotted 
thereto. 

By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  2d  March  1740,  the  above  mentioned  purchasers 
declared,  that  the  sum  of  30/.  mentioned  in  the  above  conveyance  to  be  paid 
as  the  consideration  for  the  said  cottage,  was  part  of  the  stock  belonging  to 
the  poor  of  Heskin,  which  was  given  by  certain  charitable  person.s,  to  the 
intent  that  the  yearly  interest  thereof  might  be  laid  out  and  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being  should  in  their  discretion  think  meet,  (of  which  stock  the  said 
purchasers  were  the  then  trustees),  and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  pur- 
chased premises  should  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town- 
ship of  Heskin. 

In  1746,  an  acknowledgment  was  entered  in  the  book  of  the  receipt  by 
Thomas  Hawkshead,  of  31  /.  which  he  promised  to  pay,  with  interest,  to  the 
trustees  of  the  township.  That  sum  appears  to  have  been  repaid  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Hawkshead,  in  1748,  and  30/.  of  it  was  then  lent  to  George  Hargraves.  The 
same  sum  of  30/.  appears  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  various  persons  succes- 
sively, at  the  interest  of  11.  7s.  per  annum,  until  1782,  from  which  time  to 
the  present,  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Hawkshead,  the  yearly 
interest  thereof  having  been  ] /.  J.s-  until  1823,  and  in  that  year  reduced  to 
11.  4fS. 


I 

! 

.r 


-1 


The  interest  has  been  applied,  either  for  apprenticing  poor  children,  or  for  * 
other  charitable  purposes,  I’or  the  poor  of  the  township,  except  that  about  the  ^ 
year  1801,  the  sum  of  18/.  was  expended  out  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  building  < 
a weaving  shop,  attached  to  the  cottage,  which  was  purchased  in  1740.  , f 

No  entry  of  the  receipt  of  rent  for  the  cottage  above  mentioned  appears  in 
the  account  book  after  the  year  1758.  It  has  been  for  many  years  used  as  a' 
house  for  the  reception  of  a pauper  of  the  township,  and  no  rent  has  been 
.paid  for  it. 

The  account  book  of  the  charity  contains  various  entries  of  the  appointment 
of  trustees,  and  the  accounts  appear  to  have  been  occasionally  settled. 


I 

I 


I 


I 
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We  thought  it  right  to  suggest,  that  as  the  above  mentioned  cottage  appears 
to  have  been  purchased  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity,  a fair  rent  ought  to  be 
paid  for  it  out  of  the  poor’s  rates  during  such  time  as  it  is  used  for  the  re- 
ception of  paupers ; and  that  the  rent,  whether  received  from  the  overseer  of 
the  poor,  or  any  other  tenant,  should  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as  the 
SO  /.  in  Mr.  William  Hawkshead’s  hands. 


Heskiri. 


Poor’s  Slock, 
continued. 


Horseman’s  Gift. 

‘ It  is  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  I786,  that  Thomas  Horse-  Horseman’s  Gift, 
man  gave  by  will,  in  1771>  10/.  to  the  poor  of  Heskin,  then  vested  in  Thomas 
Hawkshead,  and  producing  9 s.  per  annum  interest. 

Mr.  William  Hawkshead,  the  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Hawkshead,  distributes 
at  his  own  house,  soon  after  Christmas,  the  annual  sum  of  9 s.  as  the  interest  of 
10/.  which  is  understood  to  have  been  derived  from  this  charity,  and  appears 
to  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  father,  in  small  sums,  amongst  poor 
persons  of  the  township. 

( Anderton’s  Gift. 

- Hannah  Anderton^  oi  John  Anderton,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  2Sth  Andertons  Gift. 
August  1806,  made  by  virtue  of  a settlement  on  her  marriage,  in  1800,  whereby 
certain  premises  in  Heskin,  and  all  her  personal  estate  and  effects  were  con- 
veyed and  assigned  to  such  uses  as  she  should,  notwithstanding  her  coverture, 
by  her  will  appoint,  gave  to  William  Hawkshead  and  William  Wrennell,  and 
their  heirs,  a cottage,  then  used  as  a school,  with  the  garden  and  premises 
thereto  belonging,  part  of  her  said  estate,  freed  from  a certain  annuity  of 
20  /.  to  her  husband,  therein  mentioned ; and  she  also  gave  200  /.  part  of  her 
personal  estate,  to  the  same  trustees,  on  trust,  to  place  out  the  same  on  go- 
vernment or  real  security,  and  apply  the  annual  produce  thereof  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  employed  for  teaching 
a school  for  young  girls,  at  the  cottage  and  premises  by  her  before  disposed  of^ 
as  a compensation  for  the  trouble  of  the  person  so  acting  as  schoolmistress.  ‘ 

The  above  mentioned  cottage,  although  the  devise  of  it  for  the  purpose  of 
a school  was  void  under  the  provisions  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36.  is  still  appropriated 
to  that  purpose.  The  above  mentioned  sum  of  200 /.  and  a legacy  of  100/, 
given  by  the  same  testatrix,  for  purposes  not  within  the  scope  of  our  inquiry, 
were  invested  in  the  purchase  of  508/.  9-y-  6</.  three  per  cent  reduced  annuities, 
in  the  names  of  the  trustees,  Mr.  Hawkshead  and  Mr.  Wrennell,  of  whom  the 
former  is  now  the  survivor. 

A schoolmistress,  who  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Hawkshead,  married  after  her 
appointment,  and  has  died  lately,  and  her  husband  has  been  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  cottage.  He  receives  two-thirds,  amounting  to  10/.  3 s.  4c/.  of  the  divi- 
dends of  the  above  mentioned  stock,  and  teaches  the  poor  girls  of  the  township 
of  Heskin  to  read,  having  the  assistance  of  a woman  to  instruct  them  in 
knitting  and  sewing.  He  also  teaches  a boys  school,  without  endowment, 
in  the  same  cottage.  There  are  two  rooms,  in  which  the  boys  and  girls  are 
separately  taught. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  PARBOLD. 


" L.^thom’s  Charity. 

This  township  is  entitled  to  a share  of  Peter  Lathom*s  charity,  the  particulars  parbold 

I bf  which  have  been  detailed  in  our  statement  of  the  charities  of  the  township  ' 

' of  Croston.  Mr.  Richard  Prescott,  of  Dalton,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Lathom’s  Charity, 
charity  usually  bestows  the  portion  of  this  township  in  the  purchase  of  cloth,' 
which  he  distributes  among  the  poor  thereof. 

Charities  of  Thomas  Lathom  and  James  Bradshaw. 

It  is  stated  on  a benefaction  table,  erected  in  Douglas  chapel,  which  is  situate  charitiesofThomas 
in  the  township  of  Parbold,  that  Thomas  Lathom  gave  to  the  poor  of  Parbold  Lathom  and  James 
the  yearly  interest  of  10/.  ' Pradshaw. 

We  are  informed,  that  James  Bradshaw,  who  died  more  than  30  years  ago, 
added  10  /.  to  this  benefaction,  and  that  the  interest  of  both  these  sums  was 
laid  out  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  in  the  purchase  of  beef,  which  was  distri- 
buted annually  on  Christmas  eve,  amongst  all  the  poor  persons  of  the  township  - • , . • 

of  Parbold,  in  shares  proportioned  to  the  numbers  of  their  families.  > 

^ These  two  sums  appear  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  Ralph  Culshaw,  and 
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Piifbold.  upon  his  death,  to  have  come  into  the  possession  of  his  son,  who  became 

bankrupt ; but  the  full  amount  of  them  was  recovered  from  the  assignees  of 

La\Tiom  being  due  from  the  estate  of  the  father.  They  were  then  received 

Bradshaw,  by  the  Overseer  of  the  township,  who  carried  tliem  to  his  general  account,  and 

continued.  paid  the  interest  for  a short  time  out  of  the  poor’s  rates.  It  was  afterwards 

' ^ agreed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  to  raise  the  20  f by  rate,  and  in  18H 

that  sum  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master,  who  gave 
, • . a promissory  note  for  the  amount,  payable  to  the  overseers  of  Parbold. 

Mr.  Master  paidThe  interest  till  1820,  when  he  left  England,  in  consequence 
of  embarrassments,  as  has  been  already  stated.  In  182.5,  a dividend  was  made 
amongst  such  of  his  creditors  as  thought  proper  to  accept  it,  in  discharge  of 
their  debts,  of  12 5.  in  the  pound,  which  had  not  been  received  at  the  time  of 
our  investigation,  either  in  respect  of  the  above  mentioned  20/.  or  of  the  sura 
of  100/.  arising  from  Gillibrand’s  gift  to  this  township,  or  of  the  sum  of  40/. 
arising  from  Hawet’s  gift  to  the  township  of  Wrightington,  which  sums,  as 
will  be  subsequently  stated,  were  also  in  Mr.  Master’s  hands,  in  consequence 
of  doubts  having  been  entertained  by  the  trustees,  whether  they  ought  to 
accept  it.  It  appeared  to  us,  that  the  respective  trustees  would  not  act  dis- 
advantageously  for  the  several  charities,  by  accepting  the  dividend,  in  common 
with  the  other  creditors. 

Gillibrand’s  Gift. 

Gillibrancl’s  Gift.  Jonathan  Gillibrand,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  2Cth  December  17-58,  gave  100/., 
the  interest  thereof  to  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  one  part  to  be  laid  out 
in  linen  cloth,  and  the  other  part  in  woollen  cloth,  to  he  distributed  yearly  to 
the  poor  and  most  necessitous  people  of  Parbold,  on  New-year’s  day,  imme- 
diately after  divine  service,  in  Douglas  chapel,  to  the  curate  of  which  he  gave 
the  interest  of  20/.  for  preaching  a charity  sermon  on  that  day,  in  addition  to 
the  interest  of  another  sum  of  100/.  given  for  his  benefit. 

The  above  statement  of  this  bequest  is  taken  from  a deed,  bearing  date  1st 
October  iySO,  for  appointing  new  trustees  of  this  charity,  of  whom  the  Rev. 
Rigbye  Baldwin  and  William  Hawkshead,  arc  the  only  present  survivors,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  personal  estate  of  the  testator  fell  short  of  paying  his 
legacies,  by  about  Ss.9d.\n  the  pound,  and  that  Mr.  Gillibrand’s  surviving 
executor  paid  to  the  trustees,  the  sum  of  IG/.  5 s.  S^d.  in  satisfaction  of  the 
legacy  of  20/.  for  preaching  the  charity  sermon,  and  the  further  sum  of 
81 1.  5 s.  3^  d.  in  satisfaction  of  the  legacy  of  100  /.  given  for  buying  linen  and 
woollen  cloth. 

From  a memorandum  endorsed  on  this  deed,  it  appears  tliat  to  the  said 
sums  of  IG/.  5s.  3^d.  and  81  /.  5s.  3\d.tx  sum  of  2/.  9^.  5d.  was  added  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Rigbye,  to  make  up  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  100/.  which  was  lent  on 
the  joint  bond  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin  and  Mr.  William  Baldwin,  bearing 
date  21st  December  1793.  This  sum  of  100/.  was  afterw^ards  paid  by  the 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  and  came  into  the  hands  of  Ralph  Culshaw,  and  upon  his 
death  into  the  possession  of  his  son,  and  was  recovered  by  the  trustees  from  the 
assignees  under  his  bankruptcy.  It  w'as  then  lent  to  the  Rev.  Streynshara 
Master,  who  gave  his  promissory  note,  dated  24th  December  1812,  whereby 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  borrow'ed  and  received  of  the  trustees  of  a 
donation  given  by  the  late  Mr.  Gillibrand  100/.  which  he  promised  to  repay 
with  interest  at  six  months  notice. 

This  sum,  as  we  have  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  Thomas. 
Lathom  and  James  Bradshaw,  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Master  at  the  time 
of  his  quitting  England;  and  it  appears  from  endorsements  on  the  note,  that 
interest  was  paid  thereon  to  the  24th  December  1819  inclusive. 

Until  the  time  of  Mr.  Master’s  insolvency,  the  interest,  amounting  to  5 /.  per 
annum,  was  received,  and  after  a payment  of  17 -s.  to  the  curate  of  Douglas 
chapel  as  the  interest  of  the  legacy  given  to  him,  the  residue  being  4/.  35.  was 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which  was  distributed  on  New  Year’s 
day  at  Douglas  chapel  by  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  township,  amongst  the 
poorest  persons  thereof, in  quantities  varying  from  14  yards  to  6,according‘to  the 
numbers  of  their  families. 

^ Durning’s  Gift. 

Durning's  Gift.  This  township  is  entitled  every  seventh  year  to  a sum  of  51.  for  apprenticing 
a poor  child  thereof,  from  the  trustees  of  the  charity  of  Richard  Durning, 
the  particulars  of  w'hich  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of 
the  township  of  Bispham,  in  the  parish  of  Croston,  in  the  present  report. 


Lancaster.]  TOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  l6l 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WRIGHTINGTON. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

This  township  enjoys  a sliare  of  the  charity  oi' Peter  Lathom^  of  which  an 
account  will  be  found  in  our  statement  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Cros- 
ton.  The  portion  belonging  to  Wrightington  is  transmitted  by  the  trustees  to 
I\Ir.  William  Welsh,  an  inhabitant  of  the  township,  and  is  distributed  by  him  in 
money  amongst  the  poor  thereof. 

Hawet’s  Charity. 

Nicholas  Hawet,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  18th  June  177^,  gave  to  Thomas  Hawet’s  Charity. 
Prescott,  and  Ralph  Culshaw,  his  executors,  40  /.  upon  trust,  to  place  out  the 
same  at  interest ; and  he  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  on 
Candlemas-day,  yearly,  to  the  poor  and  most  necessitous  householders  of  the 
' township  of  Wrightington,  not  receiving  any  public  relief  from  that  township 
at  the  time  they  should  partake  thereof ; and  he  further  directed  his  said  execu- 
tors to  make,  at  their  discretion,  any  further  deed  or  instrument  for  the  more 
effectually  perpetuating  the  trust. 

This  sum  of  40/.  was  in  the  hands  of  Ralph  Culshaw,  and  after  his  death, 
and  the  bankruptcy  of  his  son  before  mentioned,  was  recovered  from  the 
assignees  of  the  latter,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Streynsham  Master, 
who  gave  his  promissory  note  for  the  amount,  dated  2d  February  1813,  made 
payable  to  the  trustees  of  Hawet’s  charity,  on  which  interest  appears  to  have 
been  paid  to  Candlemas  1820,  shortly  after  which  Mr.  Master,  as  has  been 
before  stated,  left  England.  No  part  of  this  debt  had  at  the  time  of  our  in- 
quiry been  received  ; but  a dividend  of  125.  in  the  pound  was  ready  to  be 
paid  by  the  trustees  of  his  estate. 

When  interest  was  received  on  account  of  this  charity,  it  was  distributed 
at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Wrightington,  on  Candlemas- 
day,  amongst  all  the  poor  persons  of  the  township,  not  receiving  relief,  in  equal 
shares. 

At  the  last  distribution  in  1820  it  was  thus  given  to  30  poor  persons,  in  sums 
of  1 5.  4«/.  to  each. 

Burning’s  Charity. 

By  the  charity  of  Richard  Darnings  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  Du rning’s  Charity, 
our  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Bispham ; this  township  is 
entitled  every  seventh  year  to  a sum  of  51.  which  is  paid  by  the  trustees  of  the 
charity,  and  is  applied  to  the  apprenticing  of  a poor  child,  in  conformity  with 
the  donor’s  directions. 


PARISH  OF  HESKETH-WITH-BECCONSAL. 

* Bayfield’s  Charity. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  partake  of  Dr.  Bayfield’s  charity,  given  to  the  Hesketh-with- 

parish  ot'Croston,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  having  been  a township  of  that  parish  Becconsal. 
until  1821,  when  it  was  separated  therefrom,  and  made  a distinct  parish  by  Act  . ^ • 

of  Parliament,  as  will  be  stated  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report,  in  the  y ^ ® y 
account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Tarleton,  which  was  also  at  the  same 
time  separated  from  Croston. 


Wrightington. 
Latliom’s  Charity. 


PARISH  OF  HOOLE. 

School. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  12th  February  177J>  between  Thomas  Staiia-  Hoole. 

nought  and  William  Critchley,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Critchley,  John  

Moss,  Ralph  Stananought  and  Henry  Hunt,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  School, 
by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  15th  and  l6th  June  1770,  two 
closes,  situate  in  Much  Hoole,  commonly  called  the  Twelve  Acre,  of  land 
Mutkell,  containing  together  two  acres,  were  in  consideration  of  llfi/.  paid 
by  the  said  Thomas  Stananought  and  William  Critchley,  conveyed  to  them 
and  their  heirs;  and  reciting,  that  the  sum  of  llG/.  so  paid,  was  money  sub- 
scribed by  several  well-disposed  persons,  with  a view  to  apply  the  yearly  income 
Rep.  15.  X3  thereof 
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thereof  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  school  in  Much  Hoole,  for  the  time  being, 
and  for  his  successors,  for  ever  ; and  that  for  fear  the  said  money  should  at  any 
time  be  lent  upon  insufficient  security,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  invest  the 
same  in  the  purchase  of  the  said  closes,  and  pay  the  yearly  rents  thereof  to  the 
schoolmaster  of  Much  Hoole  scimol,  and  his  successors,  for  ever ; the  said 
Thomas  Stananought  and  William  Critchley  declared,  that  the  said  sum  of 
116/.  was  money  collected  for  the  use  above-mentioned;  and  covenanted,  that 
they  and  their  heirs  would,  when  requested,  convey  the  said  closes  to  the  said 
John  Critchley,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  the  use  as  well  of 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  as  of  themselves  and  their  heirs,  upon  the 
trusts  aforesaid ; and  that  until  such  conveyance  should  be  made,  they  would 
stand  seised  of  the  said  closes,  in  trust  for  the  said  schoolmaster  of  the  school 
in  Much  Hoole,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  provided  that,  whenever  one  or 
more  of  the  said  parties  thereto,  or  any  other  persons  to  be  thereafter  named, 
as  trustees,  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  assemble,  and  elect  one  or 
more  able  and  sufficient  person  or  persons  to  make  up  the  number  of  six. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  February  1800, 
reciting  the  above  abstracted  deed  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Stana- 
naught  and  William  Critchle}/^  did  not  execute  any  conveyance  of  the  said 
two  closes,  and  that  the  legal  estate  therein  was  then  vested  in  William 
Stananought,  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Thomas  Stananought,  de- 
ceased, who  survived  the  said  William  Critchley,  the  said  William  Stananought 
conveyed  the  before-mentioned  premises  to  the  said  Henry  Hunt,  being  the 
only  survivor  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to  the  indenture  of  the 
12th  February  1774’>  and  his  heirs,  to  the  uses  mentioned  in  that  deed. 

And  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  3d  and  4th  February,  in  the 
last-mentioned  year,  the  said  Henry  Hunt  conveyed  the  same  premises  to 
Miles  Barton,  William  Stananought,  William  Critchley,  Randle  Bannister,  and 
William  Banks,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  them,  and  of  the  said  Henry  Hunt, 
and  their, heirs,  upon  trust,  to  receive  the  rents,  and  pay  and  apply  the  same  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster  of  Much  Hoole  school,  for  the  time 
being,  who  should  be  approved  of  and  appointed  by  the  trustees. 

Of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  last-mentioned  deed,  the  Rev.  Miles  Barton; 
William  Stananought  and  William  Banks,  are  the  present  survivors. 

The  two  above-mentioned  closes  contained  together  about  2 acres,  customary 
measure,  of  8 yards  to  the  perch.  The  Twelve  Acre  is  in  the  occupation 
of  William  Bamber,  who  has  held  it  for  a term  of  five  years,  expiring  at 
Candlemas  1826,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6/.6s.;  and  the  Mutkell  is  in  the 
occupation  of  William  Carr,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  10/.,  the  latter 
being  subject  to  a deduction  for  poor’s  rates.  These  rents,  which  are  consi- 
dered the  fair  value  of  the  two  closes,  are  paid  to  a schoolmaster  of  this  parish, 
who  also  receives  an  annual  sum  of  10/.  from  the  rector. 

This  annual  payment,  which  appears  to  have  been  of  long  standing,  was, 
about  the  year  1790,  the  subject  of  an  information,  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  by  the  Attorney  General  of  that 
County,  at  the  relation  of  the  then  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
Hoole,  the  trustees  of  the  school  and  the  schoolmaster,  against  the  Rev.  Roger 
Barton,  then  rector  of  this  parish,  who  contested  the  right  of  ])ayment,  on  the. 
ground  that  it  had  originated  in,  and  had  been  continued  by,  the  voluntary 
bounty  of  preceding  rectors.  We  are  informed,  that  this  suit  terminated  in 
a decree  against  the  rector,  confirming  the  annual  payment  of  10/. 

In  1810,  the  death  of  the  schoolmaster  gave  rise  to  a dispute  between  the 
trustees  of  the  school  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  as  to  the  right  of 
appointing  a new  master.  Each  party  appointed  a master  ; but  it  being  after- 
wards considered  by  the  trustees  that  the  right  of  nomination  was  in  the  rector, 
for  the  time  being,  by  whom  the  appointment  had  been  made  previously  to  the 
purchase  of  the  above-mentioned  school  lands,  he  agreed  to  nominate  the 
person  whom  they  had  fixed  upon,  and  who  now  holds  the  situation  of  school- 
master. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  then  tenant  of  the  school  lands  refused  to  pay  his  rent 
to  the  trustees,  or  to  the  schoolmaster  whom  they  had  aj>pointed  ; and  an  action 
of  ejectment  was  brought  against  him,  for  the  proceedings  in  which  and  for 
other  matters  relating  to  this  dispute,  a bill  of  32/.  13.S.  10c?.  is  now  due  to 
Messrs.  Lodge,  of  Preston,  solicitors,  which  ought  to  be  gradually  paid  out  of 
the  rents.  * " 
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There  is  a room,  used  as  a school-room,  which  was  built  by  subscription  about 
fifty  years  ago,  upon  land  now  belonging  to  John  Stananought,  and  rent  is  paid 
to  him  for  it  by  the  churchwardens  out  of  the  church  rates. 

The  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  the  income  received  by  him  from  the  above- 
mentioned  sources,  instructs  gratuitously,  in  reading,  all  the  poor  children  of 
the  parish,  comprising  the  townships  of  Great  and  Little  Hoole,  whose  parents 
think  proper  to  send  them  to  school,  and  who  usually  average  about  eighty  in 
number.  For  such  of  them  as  are  taught  writing  and  arithmetic,  he  is  paid  by 
their  parents. 

Leyland’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  May  1738,  between  Peter  Jump,  of  the  one 
part ; and  William  Ellison,  rector  of  Hoole,  Robert  Norris,  and  six  others,  of 
the  other  part ; reciting,  that  Ralph  Reyland,  by  his  will,  bearing  date 
20th  May  1709,  gave  out  of  his  personal  estate  6/.  to  be  put  forth  at  interest, 
the  yearly  produce  to  be  annually  laid  out  in  buying  books  of  Common  Prayer, 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  Church  of  England,  to  be  from  time  to  time 
distributed  atpongst  such  poor  persons  of  the  towns  of  Little  and  Great  Hoole, 
as  should  be  thought  most  proper  objects  of  charity,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
minister  there,  for  the  time  being,  and  of  Robert  Hesketh,  esquire,  Thomas 
Sheppard,  and  two  others,  his  executors ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said 
William  Ellison,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  had  prevailed  upon 
the  said  Thomas  Sheppard,  the  surviving  executor  of  the  said  Ralph  Leyland, 
deceased,  to  pay  them  the  said  legacy,  that  it  might  be  laid  out  in  land,  and 
had  contracted  with  the  said  Peter  Jump  for  the  purchase  of  the  close,  therein- 
after mentioned,  for  the  sum  of  7^*  10  5.,  the  said  legacy  of  6/.  being  part 
thereof;  it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  7 h 105.  the 
said  Peter  Jump  granted  to  the  said  William  Ellison  and  others,  and  their  heirs, 
a close,  situate  in  Great  Hoole  aforesaid,  called  Selby  Yard,  the  west  side 
whereof  adjoined  to  the  church-yard,  containing  by  estimation  If  rood,  upon 
trust,  that  they  should  every  year,  at  or  before  Christmas,  lay  out  the  yearly 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  field  in  buying  books  of  Common  Prayer,  according 
to  the  usage  of  the  Church  of  England,  to  be  from  time  to  time  distributed 
amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the  towns  of  Little  and  Great  Hoole  aforesaid, 
as  the  trustees  should  think  most  proper  objects  of  charity,  with  a proviso,  that 
when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two,  the  survivors  should  grant  the  said 
close  to  eight  other  persons,  of  the  most  able  and  discreet  inhabitants  of  the 
said  two  towns,  of  whom  the  rector  of  Great  Hoole  should  be  one,  and  so  from 
time  to  time  for  ever. 

In  an  endorsement  on  the  above  abstracted  deed,  bearing  date  17th  March 
1765,  it  is  stated,  that  Robert  Norris  survived  his  co-trustees,  and  that  he  thereby 
nominated  ten  persons,  of  whom  James  Hodgson,  minister  of  Hoole,  was  one, 
to  be  new  trustees  ; but  no  conveyance  appears  to  have  been  made  in  pursuance 
of  that  appointment. 

In  1820  it  was  proposed  to  make  a new  trust  deed  of  this  land  ; but  this  had 
not  been  completed  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (August  1825),  in  consequence- 
of  the  heir  at  law  of  Robert  Norris,  the  survivor  of  the  last  regularly  appointed 
trustee,  not  having  been  ascertained. 

The  close  was  formerly  let  for  305.  per  annum,  but  about  two  years  ago  it 
was  let  at  a public  meeting,  attended  by  the  rector,  acting  as  a trustee  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  fora  term  of  three  years,  to  Edward  Gill,  who  now  occupies  it  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  1 1.  which  was  the  utmost  that  could  be  obtained  for  it. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwarden,  and  paid  over  to  the  rector,  by 
whom  it  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  prayer  books,  testaments,  and  religious 
tracts,  which  are  distributed  by  him  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  ac- 
cording to  his  discretion. 

Peter  Wilson,  a former  tenant  of  the  land,  had  in  his  hands  at  the  time  of 
our  inquiry,  three  or  four  years  rent  of  the  close,  which  he  had  been  desired, 
to  retain,  in  order  that  it  might  be  applied  towards  the  charges  to  be  incurred 
upon  the  intended  appointment  of  new  trustees. 

Walton’s  Charity. 

Margaret  Walton, -by  her  will,  bearing  date  11th  January  1776,  and  proved 
at  Chester  in  1777»  by  Henry  Flunt  and  Ralph  Stananought,  her  executors, 
gave  for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Hoole,  30/.  which  she 
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directed  to  be  put  out  to  the  best  advantage  and  use  by  her  executors,  and  the 
interest  arising  therefrom  to  be  laid  out  yearly,  for  ever,  in  clothing  for  the  poor 
people  of  the  parish  of  Hoole  (such  as  should  not  be  troublesome  to  the  parish), 
and  to  be  distributed  on  every  Martinmas-day  among  the  said  poor  in  such  man- 
ner, by  her  executors,  during  their  respective  lives,  and  after  their  deaths  by  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Hoole  for  the  time  being,  as  they  should  think 
best,  and  as  would  answer  the  most  charitable  purposes. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hunt,  the  son  of  Henry  Hunt,  who  was  the  nephew  and  one  of 
the  executors  of  this  testatrix,  states,  that  his  father  formerly  made  distributions 
of  linen  and  woollen  cloth  once  in  about  three  years,  to  the  poor  of  Hoole, 
which  he  (Mr.  Thomas  Hunt)  understood  to  have  been  so  made  in  re.spect  of 
the  legacy  of  30  1.  given  by  Margaret  Walton,  but  that  no  such  distribution 
has  been  made  during  the  last  twenty  years  ; that  his  father  died  in  1822,  and 
a short  time  before  his  death  informed  him,  in  consequence  of  some  complaints 
having  been  made  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  charity,  that  the  whole  legacy 
had  been  distributed. 

If  Mr.  Henry  Hunt  supposed  that  he  had  satisfied  the  directions  of  the  testa- 
trix, by  distributing  in  the  whole  the  principal  sum  of  30/.  it  is  clear  from  her 
will,  of  which  we  have  procured  an  official  extract,  since  our  inquiry  into  the 
charities  of  this  parish  took  place,  that  he  was  under  a mistake,  and  that  the 
legacy  ought  to  have  been  put  out  to  interest,  and  the  interest  distributed  by 
himself  and  the  other  executor  during  their  lives,  and  by  the  churchwardens  after 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them. 

A communication  of  the  particulars  of  Mrs.  Walton’s  bequest  has  been  made 
to  the  rector  of  Hoole,  and  we  are  informed  by  him,  that  upon  an  application 
to  the  representatives  of  the  late  Henry  Hunt,  they  have  given  security  to  the 
churchwardens  for  the  sum  of  30/.  with  interest  to  be  paid  in  future  ; and  that 
they  propose  to  pay  the  principal  sum  to  the  churchwardens  when  they  become 
possessed  of  some  property,  to  the  reversion  of  which  they  are  entitled.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  this  appears  to  be  the  best  arrangement  that 
could  at  present  be  made.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  churchwardens  to  apply 
the  interest  according  to  Mrs.  Walton’s  directions,  and  when  the  principal  is 
paid  to  invest  it  on  some  good  security. 


PARISH  OF  LEYLAND. 

Grammar  School. 

It  appears  from  a copy  of  one  of  four  tables  of  benefactions,  bearing  the  date 
of  1738,  which  are  stated  to  have  been  in  the  old  parish  church  of  Leyland,  and 
to  have  been  removed  upon  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  in  18J9,  that  there 
was  given  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  foundation  of  the  free  school  of  Leyland, 
3/.  185.  per  annum. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Armetriding,  formerly  vicar  of  this  parish,  by  his  will, 
bearing  date  18th  February  1713,  and  proved  at  Chester  in  1719,  gave  to  the 
trustees  of  the  free  grammar  school  of  Leyland  200/.,  the  interest  whereof  he 
directed  to  be  paid  to  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  tlie  master  thereof  for  the  time 
being.  He  also  gave  to  the  same  trustees  the  further  sum  of  .50/.  and  ordered, 
that  the  interest  thereof  should  be  paid  towards  the  maintenance  of  an  usher  to 
teach  English  scholars  at  the  same  school,  gratis. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Armetriding,  widow  of  the  above  mentioned  vicar,  by  her  will, 
bearing  date  1.5th  November  1728,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  same  school  50  /.  a.s 
an  additional  legacy  to  that  of  her  husband,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the 
usher. 

In  the  above  mentioned  benefaction  table,  the  whole  amount  of  the  Rev'. 
Thomas  Armetriding’s  gifts  to  this  school  is  stated  to  be  only  133/.  and  in  addi- 
tion to  his  gift,  and  Mrs.  Armetriding’s  gift  of  50  /.  the  following  donations  to  the 
school  are  mentioned  : 

’ £. 

Peter  Burscough,  Mr.  Dandy,  and  Ml'S.  Farmvorth , - - - - 160 

Joseph  Shearlev  - --  --  --  --  - 

Jolin  Berry  - - 


It 
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It  will  be  observed,  that  the  statement  in  the  benefaction  table  is  incorrect,  so 
far  as  it  respects  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Armetriding,  as  they  appear  in  his  will ; but 
it  is  possible,  that  in  consequence  of  a deficiency  of  assets,  his  legacies  were  not 
paid  in  full.  The  total  amount  of  the  sums  given  to  the  school,  as  stated  in  the 
tablet,  being  413/.  accords  with  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  following  trust 
deeds,  being  the  earliest  produced  to  us  relating  to  this  school. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  24th  and  25th  April  1746, 
between  Henry  Fleetwood,  esquire,  William  Rawstorne,  esquire,  and  James 
Armetriding,  surviving  trustees  for  the  school  of  Ley  land,  of  the  one  part; 
and  William  Farington,  esquire,  and  five  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that 
the  school  of  Leyland,  with  the  yard  thereto  belonging,  was  vested  in  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  in  trust,  to  appoint  a schoolmaster  on  every  vacancy,  and 
to  remove  such  schoolmaster  from  time  to  time  whenever  they  thought  fit,  and 
to  name  new  trustees  whenever  there  should  be  occasion,  and  that  they  had 
agreed  to  nominate  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  be  joined  with  them  in 
the  management  of  the  trust ; and  further  reciting,  that  a yearly  stipend  of 
3 /.  18  was  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  that  there  had  been  several  sums  given  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  said  school,  which  had  been  put  out  at  interest,  and  that  the 
yearly  interest  and  produce  thereof  had  been  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
schoolmaster  for  the  time  being ; and  that  in  order  to  ascertain  what  monies 
then  belonged  to  the  said  school,  and  to  prevent  any  future  embezzlement  or 
misapplication  thereof,  a particular  account  of  the  same,  and  of  the  securities  on 
which  they  were  lent,  was  set  forth  in  a schedule  thereunder  written  ; the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  the  edifice 
called  Leyland  school,  situate  in  Leyland,  and  all  profits  and  commodities  and 
advantages  to  the  said  school  belonging,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  building  should 
be  a grammar  school  for  teaching  children,  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the 
same  terms  as  the  same  had  been  theretofore  used ; and  that  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  to  be  elected  in  manner  thereinafter 
mentioned,  should  appoint  a proper  person  to  be  a schoolmaster  from  time  to 
time  on  every  vacancy,  and  should  remove  such  schoolmaster  and  appoint 
another  in  his  stead  whenever  they  should  think  proper,  without  assigning  any 
reason  for  the  same  ; and  that  such  schoolmaster  should  receive,  as  well  the  said 
annual  stipend  of  SI.  185.  as  the  interest  of  the  said  several  sums  mentioned  in 
the  said  schedule,  which  sums,  whenever  any  of  them  should  be  paid  in,  should 
be  again  lent  out  at  interest  in  the  names  of  the  said  trustees,  who  should  in  the 
securities  to  be  taken  for  the  same  be  styled  Trustees  for  the  School  of  Leyland; 
and  upon  further  trust,  that  whenever  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death 
to  five,  the  survivors  should  nominate  so  many  other  persons  to  be  trustees 
"f,  along  with  them  as  would  make  the  whole  number  amount  to  nine,  and  should 
make  a conveyance  accordingly ; and  it  was  declared,  that  there  should  be  sub- 
scribed to  or  endorsed  upon  such  conveyances  respectively,  a schedule  of  the 
monies  belonging  to  the  said  school,  and  of  the  securities  on  which  the  same 
were  then  lent. 


In  the  schedule  referred  to,  it  was  stated,  that  the  sum  of  loo/.  was  owing 
by  William  Cross,  of  Walton-le-Dale,  secured  by  mortgage,  bearing 
date  i8th  October  1737,  made  by  him  to  Henry  Fleetwood  and  William 
Rawstorne,  of  a messuage  and  certain  closes  of  land  in  Farrington 
That  100/.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  29th  April  1735,  from 
Alexander  Nowell,  of  Leyland,  mercer,  and  Richard  Nickson,  of  Leyland, 
to  the  trustees  ----------- 

That  70 1.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  23d  August  1 727,  from  Edward 
Shakespear  and  Thomas  Moore,  of  Leyland,  to  the  said  trustees  - 
That  33 1.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  2.3d  September  1 738,  from 
Nichlas  Grimshawe  and  Henry  Hartley,  to  the  trustees  - - - 

That  30/.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  22d  January  1728,  from 
Samuel  Hays  and  Henry  Seddon,  to  the  trustees  - - - - - 

That  10/.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  3d  March  1739,  from  John 
Moss  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

That  50/.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  23d  April  1743,  from 
William  and  John  Miller  --------- 

And  that  20/.  was  secured  by  bond,  bearing  date  3d  January  1744,  from 
Roger  Richard,  and  Thomas  Horrocks  ------ 


£.  s.  d. 

100  - - 

100  - - 
70  - - 

33  - - 
30  - - 
10  - - 
50  - - 
20  - - 


£. 


413  - - 
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Sir  H.  P.  Hoghton,  bart.,  William  Farington,  Edward  Bootle  Wilbraham, 
Ralph  Clayton,  and  William  Pollard,  esqrs.  are  the  existing  trustees  of  this 
school,  under  an  appointment  which  took  place  by  lease  and  release,  in 
June  1807. 

It  appears  from  a schedule  annexed  to  that  release,  that  a bond,  dated  14th 
July  1760,  was  given  by  Robert  and  John  Brewer,  to  William  Farington, 
Lawrence  Rawston,  and  Robert  Parker,  esquires,  trustees  of  the  school,  for  70/. 
with  interest;  that  an  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  April  1791,  was  executed 
between  the  trustees  of  the  poor-house  of  Leyland,  of  the  first  part;  the 
trustees  of  Samuel  Crooke's  charities,  within  the  parish  of  Leyland,  of  the 
second  part ; Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  bart..  Sir  Frank  Standish,  bart.,  and  others, 
trustees  of  the  free  grammar  school,  of  the  third  part;  purporting  to  be  a mort- 
gage of  the  poor-house  in  Leyland,  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  school,  for 
securing  300/.  with  interest,  and  that  a bond  of  the  same  date,  as  an  additional 
security,  was  given  by  William  Farington,  esq.  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin, 
William  Pollard,  Henry  Critchley,  Thomas  Addison,  John  Finch,  and  Edmund 
Latham,  to  the  trustees  of  the  school  for  the  same  money.  This  schedule  does 
not  account  for  the  difference  between  the  sum  of  370/.  the  amount  of  securities 
for  which  are  mentioned  in  it,  and  the  sum  of  413/,  the  amount  of  the  fund 
stated  in  the  schedule  of  1746,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how  this 
fund  was  thus  diminished. 

John  Beaston,  esq.  whose  will,  dated  in  1792,  is  hereinafter  more  particularly 
stated,  gave  200/.  to  the  trustees  of  this  school,  to  be  invested  in  the  public 
funds,  and  the  dividends  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  as  an  addition  to  his 
salary. 

The  income  of  this  school  at  present,  consists  of, — 

1st, — The  annual  sum  of  SI.  10^.  arising  from  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  a deduction  being  made  from  the  annuity  of  3/.  18  for  office  fees. 

2ndly, — The  sum  of  15/.  per  annum,  paid  out  of  the  poor  rates  of  the  parish 
of  Leyland,  in  respect  of  the  300/.  before  mentioned  to  be  lent  on  mortgage 
by  the  trustees,  to  the  parish. 

3rdly, — The  dividends  of  287/.  ^d.  stock  in  the  three  per  cent  consols, 

of  which  the  trustees  are  possessed,  arising  from  Mr.  Beatson’s  legacy,  and 
producing  8/.  I2s.  6d.  per  annum. 

It  is  stated,  that  Robert  and  John  Brewer,  whose  bond  for  7O/.  is  mentioned 
in  the  schedule  to  the  trust  deed  of  1807,  went  to  America  many  years  ago, 
and  that  no  interest  has  since  been  paid  upon  that  bond. 

The  school  premises  at  Leyland  consist  of  a house  for  the  schoolmaster,  and 
a large  school-room  adjoining  to  it,  with  rooms  over  ; they  are  not  now  in  good 
condition,  but  we  are  informed  that  they  are  about  to  be  repaired  at  the 
expense  of  the  parish. 

The  master,  who  is  appointed  by  the  trustees,  receives  the  annual  income 
above  mentioned,  and  in  respect  thereof,  instructs  in  reading  all  the  children 
of  the  parish,  whose  parents  choose  to  send  them,  being  usually  about  30  in 
number.  He  also  teaches  writing  and  arithmetic,  but  is  paid  by  the  parents  of 
such  of  the  children  as  are  instructed  in  those  branches  of  education.  He  is 
stated  to  be  qualified  to  afford  classical  education  to  those  who  require  it,  and 
to  have  occasionally  had  pupils  whom  he  so  instructed. 

Crooke’s  Charities. 

By  indenture  bearing  date  31st  January  1770,  and  enrolled  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  between  Samuel  Crooke  of  Leyland,  of  the  one  part ; and  Sir  William 
Farington,  knight,  John  Nickson,  Thomas  Addison,  and  John  Nowell,  of  the 
other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Samuel  Croohe  was  seised  in  fee  of  certain 
cottages  or  dwelling-houses,  lands  and  premises,  situate  in  Mawdesley,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  that  he  was  minded  to  found  certain  charitable 
donations  within  the  parishes  of  Croston  and  Leyland,  in  manner  thereinafter 
mentioned  ; the  said  Samuel  Crooke  granted,  bargained  and  sold,  to  the  said 
Sir  William  Farington,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a cottage  or  dwelling-house, 
with  the  lands  thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  Mawdesley  aforesaid,  containing 
in  the  whole,  by  estimation,  one  acre,  and  another  cottage  or  dwelling-house, 
with  the  land  thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  Mawdesley  aforesaid,  containing 
in  the  whole,  by  estimation,  one  acre,  of  the  measure  there  used,  upon  the 

® trusts 
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trusts  thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Samuel  Crooke 
was  also  possessed  of  the  sum  of  2,000/.  and  interest,  secured  to  him  by  in- 
dentures of  lease  and  release,  made  between  Henry  Norris,  of  the  one  part, 
and  the  said  Samuel  Crooke,  of  the  other  part,  whereby  a certain  messuage, 
and  several  closes,  situate  in  Middleforth-cum-Penwortham  and  Walton-le- 
Dale,  were  granted  to  the  said  Samuel  Crooke,  and  his  heirs,  redeemable  on 
payment  of  the  said  sum  of  2,000  /.  with  interest ; the  said  Samuel  Crooke,  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  granted  and  assigned  to  the  said  Sir  William  Farington, 
and  others,  their  executors,  &c.  the  said  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  with 
the  monies  and  interest  due  thereon,  upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned  ; 
and  it  was  declared  by  the  said  parties,  that  the  said  grant  of  the  cottages 
and  lands  in  Mawdesley  was  made  upon  trust,  that  the  said  trustees,  and 
their  successors , should  either  sell  the  same,  and  place  out  the  monies  arising 
by  sale  thereof,  at  interest,  on  good  real  or  personal  security  or  securities, 
or  lease  the  same  on  rack  leases,  or  otherwise,  as  they  should  think  most  proper, 
and  should  yearly,  for  ever,  pay  the  yearly  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises,  to  the  rector  of  the  parish  church  of  Croston  for  the  time  being,  to  be 
by  him  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  such  good  and  pious  books  of  devotion, 
according  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  the  rector  of 
Croston  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  should  think  most  proper  and  edifying, 
such  books  to  be  given  and  distributed  amongst  such  of  the  poor  housekeepers 
and  inhabitants  within  the  said  parish  of  Croston,  as  to  the  rector  for  the  time 
being  should  appear  to  be  the  most  proper  objects  of  the  said  charity ; and  it 
was  declared,  that  the  said  principal  sum  of  2,000/,,  and  the  interest  thereof, 
was  granted  upon  trust,  that  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  and  others,  and  the 
survivors  of  them,  and  their  successors,  should,  so  soon  as  conveniently  might 
be,  after  the  said  sum  and  interest  should  be  paid  into  their  hands,  lay  out  the 
sum  of  1,500/.  part  thereof,  in  the  purchase  of  freeheld  lands  of  inheritance, 
or  place  out  the  same  at  interest,  on  some  good  real  or  government  security, 
as  they  or  their  successors  should  think  most  proper,  such  purchase  or  security 
to  be  taken  in  the  names  of  the  said  trustees,  on  trust,  that  they  and  their 
successors  should,  out  of  the  rents,  interest  and  produce  of  the  said  sum 
of  1,500/.  yearly,  for  ever,  pay  51.  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being, 
who  should  be  nominated  to  instruct  poor  people’s  children  in  reading, 
writing  and  casting  accounts,  at  the  new  school  or  school-house  lately  built 
within  the  township  of  Euxton,  as  an  annual  stipend  for  such  schoolmaster  ; 
and  51.  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  who  should  be  nominated 
to  instruct  poor  people’s  children  in  reading,  writing  and  casting  accounts, 
at  the  school  or  school-house  in  the  township  of  Clayton,  as  an  annual 
stipend  for  such  schoolmaster  ; and  5 /.  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being, 
who  should  be  nominated  to  instruct  poor  people’s  children  in  reading,  writing 
and  casting  accounts,  at  the  school  or  school-house,  within  the  township  of  Cuer- 
den,  as  an  annual  stipend  for  such  schoolmaster;  and  the  sum  of  15/.  towards 
putting  out  apprentice  or  otherwise,  as  the  trustees  should  think  most  proper, 
one  industrious  poor  person,  who  should  be  an  inhabitant  of,  and  should  not 
have  received  any  public  relief  out  of  the  towmship  of  Leyland,  in  the  first  year 
after  the  making  of  the  said  deed;  and  the  like  sum  of  15/.  towards  putting 
out  apprentice  or  othei*wise,  as  they  should  think  most  proper,  one  such  indus- 
trous  poor  person  out  of  the  township  of  Euxton,  the  second  year  after  the 
making  of  the  said  deed ; and  the  further  sum  of  15/.  towards  putting  out 
apprentice  or  otherwise,  as  they  the  said  trustees  should  think  most  proper, 
one  such  industrious  poor  person,  who  should  be  an  inhabitant  of  some  one 
of  the  three  townships  of  Clayton,  Cuerden,  and  Whittle-le-Woods,  the  third 
year  after  the  making  the  said  deed  ; the  said  yearly  sum  of  15  /.  to  be  applied 
in  manner  aforesaid,  every  year,  for  ever,  in  an  alternate  course  and  succession, 
so  always  that  when  the  said  three  townships  of  Clayton,  Whittle-le-Woods, 
and  Cuerden,  should  come  in  turn  every  third  year,  a proper  object  should  be 
looked  out  and  fixed  upon  in  some  one  of  the  same  three  townships,  in  a suc- 
cessive rotation ; and  that  the  said  trustees  should  apply  the  yearly  sum  of  51. 
in  the  purchase  of  such  good  and  pious  books  of  devotion,  according  to  the 
rules  and  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  the  vicar  of  Leyland  for  the 
time  being  should  think  most  proper  and  useful,  and  yearly  distribute  such 
books  amongst  the  poor  housekeepers  and  inhabitants  within  the  several  town- 
ships in  the  parish  of  Leyland ; the  first  year’s  distribution  thereof  amongst  the 
Rep.  15.  Y 2 poor 
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Leyland.'  poor  housekeepers  and  inhabitants  in  the  township  of  Leyland  ; the  second 

amono-st  those  in  the  township  of  Euxton  ; the  third  amongst  those  in  the  three 

Crooke’s  Chanties,  ^jQ^ynsliips  of  Clayton,  Whittle-le-Woods  and  Cuerden  ; and  the  fourth  amongst 
, ^ in  the  four  townships  of  Hoghton,  Withnell,  Wheelton  and  Heapey  ; such 

distributions  to  be  made  amongst  all  the  said  townships  within  the  parish 
of  Leyland,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees,  in  the  order  aforesaid  ; and 
that  the  said  trustees  should  apply  the  residue  of  the  rents  interest  and 
produce  of  the  said  1,500/.  as  follows  The  first  year’s  payment  thereof  to  one 
poor,  indigent  and  industrious  housekeeper  and  inhabitant,  in  the  township  of 
Leyland,  who  should  not  have  applied  for  or  received  any  public  relief  out  of 
the  said  township,  and  whom  the  said  trustees  should  in  their  discretion,  think 
the  most  proper  and  deserving  object  of  the  said  charity;  the  second  year’s 
payment  unto  one  such  poor  housekeeper  and  inhabitant  in  the  township  of 
Euxton  ; and  the  third  year’s  payment  to  one  such  poor  housekeeper  and 
inhabitant  in  some  one  of  the  three  townships  of  Clayton,  Whittle-le- Woods 
and  Cuerden  ; the  last  mentioned  charity  to  be  distributed  yearly,  for  ever, 
in  a successive  rotation,  to  one  poor  housekeeper  and  inhabitant  within  the 
said  townships  of  Leyland,  Euxton,  and  Clayton,  Whittle-le-Woods,  and 
Cuerden,  so  that  when  the  said  charity  should  come  to  be  given  in  turn,  every 
third  year,  to  one  poor  housekeeper  and  inhabitant,  within  the  same  three 
townships  of  Clayton,  Whittle-le-Woods,  and  Cuerden,  a proper  object  should 
be  looked  out  and  fixed  upon  in  some  one  of  the  same  three  townships, 
every  third  year  in  an  alternate  course  and  succession : And  upon  further 
trust,  that  the  said  trustees  should  dispose  of  the  sum  of  500/.  and  the  interest 
thereof,  being  the  residue  of  the  said  principal  sum  of  2,000/.  to  the  use  of  such 
person  or  persons,  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as  the  said  Samuel  Crooke, 
should  by  deed  or  will  appoint ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  the  said  trustees 
and  their  successors,  should  meet  together  once  in  the  year,  at  least,  at  such 
time  and  place  in  the  township  of  Leyland  aforesaid,  as  to  them  should  be  most 
convenient,  for  the  purpose  of  better  ordering  and  managing  the  several 
trusts  and  charities  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  examining  and  auditing  all 
accounts  relating  thereto  ; and  that  on  the  day  of  their  meeting,  there  should 
be  a sermon  preached  at  the  parish  church  of  Leyland,  and  a dinner  provided 
for  them,  the  charge  and  expense  whereof  should  be  yearly  paid  out  of  the 
residue  of  the  rents,  interest  and  produce  of  the  said  1,500/.  : And  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  trusts  might  be  the  better  performed,  it  was  declared  by 
the  said  parties,  that  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  John  Nickson,  Thomas 
Addison  and  John  Nowell,  should  with  all  convenient  speed  meet  and  nomi-. 
nate  such  and  so  many  other  sufficient  and  honest  persons  to  be  trustees  with 
them,  to  make  up  the  number  ten ; two  such  persons  out  of  the  township  'of 
Euxton,  one  out  of  Whittle-le-Woods,  one  out  of  Cuerden,  and  one  or  more 
out  of  the  township  of  Leyland;  and  that  in  like  manner  elections  of  trustees 
should  be  made  from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  it  should  be  requisite,  that 
there  might  be  a perpetual  succession  of  fit  persons  to  govern  the  said  charities; 
and  that  immediately  after  such  election,  the  surviving  trustees  should  grant 
the  said  cottages  and  lands  in  Mawdesley,  and  also  assign  the  said  sum  of 
1,500/.  part  of  the  said  sum  of  2,000/.  or  the  lands  to  be  purchased  therewith, 
to  the  said  persons  who  should  be  so  elected,  and  their  heirs,  executors.  Sec., 
to  the  use  as  well  of  the  said  persons  so  conveying  and  assigning,  as  of  the 
said  persons,  so  to  be  nominated  upon  the  trusts  before  declared;  the  charge 
of  such  conveyances  and  assignments,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rents,  interest  and 
produce  of  the  said  cottages  and  lands  of  the  said  sum  of  1,500/.  » 

The  last  trust  deed  of  these  charities,  bears  date  30th  April  1812,  whereby 
Thomas  Lane  and  three  others,  as  the  surviving  trustees,  appointed  six  new 
trustees,  and  under  that  deed,  George  Clayton,  William  Farington,  R.  T. 
Parker,  William  Pollard,  Thomas  Addison,  and  Ralph  Clayton,  esquires,  are 
the  present  surviving  trustees. 

It  appears  from  a statement  in  the  account  book  of  the  charity,  (supposed 
to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Addison,  one  of  the  original  trustees), 
that  in  consequence  of  Samuel  Crooke  having,  after  the  execution  of  the 
above  abstracted  deed,  devised  the  property  thereby  settled  to  Charles  Vicars, 
the  grandson  of  his  sister,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  charities ; and  of  his 
having  commenced  a suit  at  the  instance  of  the  said  Charles  Vicars,  against 
Henry  Norris  and  William  Norris,  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  which 
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had  been  lent  upon  mortgage,  proceedings  were  commenced  in  the  High  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  that  after  Mr.  Crooke’s  death,  a decree  was  obtained  for 
carrying  the  trusts  of  the  deed  into  execution  ; that  the  money  due  upon  the 
mortgage  was  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England ; that  the  costs  of  all  parties 
to  the  suit  were  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity  ; that  of  the  sum  of 
- 500/.  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  2,000/.  of  which  the  donor  had  reserved  to 
himself  a power  of  appointment,  the  sum  of  440/.  was  made  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  a donation  to  that  amount,  made  by  Mr.  Crooke,  by  deed,  bearing 
date  25th  January  1770,  the  particulars  of  which  are  hereinafter  mentioned, 
and  the  sum  of  60/.  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  said  Charles  Vicars  ; that  the 
last  mentioned  sum  was  paid  accordingly,  and  that  out  of  the  sum  of  440/.,  80/. 
was  paid  as  a proportion  of  the  costs  of  the  suit,  and  the  remainder,  being 
360/.  was  paid  to  the  trustees,  nominated  in  the  deed  of  25th  January  1770,  and 
that  the  residue  of  the  money  in  the  bank,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees, 
under  this  branch  of  Mr.  Crooke’s  charity,  but  the  amount  of  that  residue  is 
not  stated. 

It  further  appears,  from  the  account  book  of  the  trustees,  commencing  in 
1792,  (no  earlier  account  book  having  been  produced  to  us),  that  interest  was 
then  received  on  1,520/.,  of  which  1,000/.  was  then  lent  on  bond,  120/.  on  a 
promissory  note,  and  400/.  on  mortgage.  In  1800,  81.  appears  to  have  been 
received  for  the  interest  of  l60/.  as  being  the  sum  for  which  the  two  cottages 
in  Mawdesley  had  been  sold,  but  we  have  not  found  any  statement  of  the 
particulars  of  that  sale. 

The  whole  of  the  above  mentioned  sums,  including  the  purchase  money  of 
the  cottages,  amounting  to  1,680/.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Hornby  of 
Kirkham,  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  which  has  from  time  to  time  varied, 
and  was  for  the  year  1824,  four  and  a half  per  cent ; but  Messrs.  Hornby  had 
previously  to  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  in  September  1825,  given  notice,  that 
they  would  pay  off  the  principal,  unless  the  interest  was  reduced  to  four 
per  cent. 

The  principal  sum  is  secured — 

1st. — By  a bond  from  Joseph,  Thomas  and  William  Hornby,  to  John  Nowell 
and  others,  dated  1st  April  1790,  for  the  payment  of  1,000/.  with  interest,  at 
4 /.  155.  per  cent. 

2d. — By  a promissory  note  from  and  to  the  same  parties,  dated  1st  of 
April  1791,  for  120/.  at  the  same  interest. 

3d. — By  a promissory  note,  dated  1st  of  April  1811,  from  Joseph,  Thomas 
and  William  Hornby  and  Co.  to  the  trustees  of  Samuel  Crooke,  for  400  /.  with 
lawful  interest. 

4th. — By  a similar  note  of  26th  April  I8I7,  for  I6O/. 

It  is  stated  to  be  the  intention  of  the  trustees,  to  invest  this  money  in  the 
purchase  of  lands,  whenever  a favourable  opportunity  shall  offer. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  donor,  although  he  authorized  his  trustees  to 
place  out  the  produce  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  cottages  at  Mawdesley,  on 
good  real  or  personal  security,  directed  that  the  sum  of  1,500/.  appropriated 
by  him  to  the  foundation  of  the  other  charities  mentioned  in  his  deed,  should 
be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  or  on  real  or  government  security,  and 
therefore  his  directions  in  that  respect  are  not  fulfilled  by  an  investment  of  the 
latter  on  private  security  only,  however  respectable. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts,  as  made  up  on  2d  May  1825,  that  in 
addition  to  the  interest  on  Messrs.  Hornbys  securities,  amounting  at  four  and 
a half  per  cent,  to  7-5/.  125.  which  was  received  by  Mr.  Ralph  Clayton,  one  of 
the  trustees,  who  keeps  the  accounts,  in  the  February  preceding,  12  5.  was 
allowed  by  him  as  the  interest  on  that  sum,  from  February  to  May,  making  the 
whole  receipts  76  /.  45.  which  was  thus  disposed  of — 


To  the  master  of  Euxton  school  - 

D®  Clayton  school  - - 

D“  Cuerden  school  - 

For  books  for  distribution  in  the  township  of  Euxton  _ - - _ 

To  the  rector  of  Croston,  as  the  interest  of  160/.  the  produce  of  the  cot- 
tages at  Mawdesley,  at  four  and  a half  per  cent.  - - - - - 

To  the  curate  of  Leyland,  for  performing  service  and  preaching  a sermon  on 
the  day  of  the  trustees  annu^  meeting  ------ 


5 

5 - - 
5 - - 
5 - - 

7 4- 
1 1 - 
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To  John  Bretherton,  of  Euxton  - - - 

For  the  expenses  of  the  meeting  - - - 

Residue  to  William  Garstang,  of  Whittle-le-Woods 


£. 

s. 

d. 

15 

- 

- 

4 

10 

8 

- 

28 

8 

4 

£. 

76 

4 

- 

It  is  required  by  the  trustees,  that  each  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  his 
annuity  of  5l.  shall  teach  five  children,  and  produce  a list  of  such  children  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees. 

The  sum  of  5 1.  per  annum  for  books  is  distributed  in  the  four  portions  of  the 
parish  of  Leyland  mentioned  in  the  foundation  deed,  according  to  the  rotation 
therein  prescribed.  These  books  are  procured  from  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  and  are  given  either  by  one  of  the  trustees,  or  by  a re- 
spectable inhabitant  of  one  of  the  townships  entitled  to  the  distribution. 

The  application  of  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  iGO/.  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  cottages  at  Mawdesley,  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the 
charities  at  Croston,  in  the  present  report. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  until  the  year  1804,  the  annual  sum  of 
15  1.  was  paid  for  apprenticing  a poor  child  in  each  year,  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  of  the  deed  of  foundation.  In  the  following  year,  the  then  trus- 
tees came  to  a resolution,  that  the  gift  for  binding  out  apprentices  being 
attended  with  great  difficulties,  both  to  masters  and  apprentices,  should  in  future 
be  distributed  in  blankets,  for  the  benefit  of  the  aged  poor  ; and  this  mode  of  ap- 
plication was  continued  until  1818,  to  each  of  the  places  entitled,  in  rotation, 
since  which  period  the  whole  of  the  annual  sum  of  151.  has  been  given  to  one 
aged  and  respectable  person,  not  having  received  parochial  relief  of  each  place 
successively,  except  in  the  year  when  Cuerden,  \\Tittle  and  Clayton  became 
entitled,  when  it  was  divided  into  three  sums  of  5 1.  and  applied  in  the  same 
manner.  These  persons  are  selected  by  the  trustees,  after  a careful  inquiry 
into  their  circumstances  and  conduct.  It  is  obvious,  that  neither  the  former 
nor  the  latter  of  the  two  last  mentioned  modes  of  applying  this  annual  sum  of 
15 1.  is  in  conformity  with  the  donor’s  directions. 

The  residue  of  each  year’s  income  is  given  to  a young  person  of  one  of  the 
townships  entitled  to  it,  according  to  the  rotation  fixed  by  the  donor,  who  is 
about  to  commence  business,  and  whose  circumstances  and  conduct  are  con- 
sidered by  the  trustees  to  render  him  worthy  of  it. 

Balshaw’s  School  at  Golden  Hill,  and  Charity  for  the  Poor. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  bearing  date  14th  June  lySS,  and  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  between  Richard  Balshaw,  formerly  of  Leyland.  and  then  of  Kernel 
Hempstead,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Park,  Joseph 
Prior  Clayton,  Robert  Lang,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  jun.  Hugh  Dawson, 
Henry  Critchley,  John  Dickson,  Robert  Welch,  and  the  Rev.  James  Armet- 
riding,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Balshaw  was  desirous  to 
establish  and  build  in  his  native  parish  of  Leyland,  a free  school,  for  instructing 
the  youth  of  the  said  parish  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  the  said  Richard 
Balshaw,  for  a nominal  consideration,  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  John 
Park  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  and  the  several 
closes  thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  Leyland,  called  Banister’s  Tenement, 
containing  by  estimation,  1 1 acres,  and  a parcel  of  ground  on  the  north  side  of 
Denmark  Street,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Giles  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  the  measurement  and  abuttals  of  which  are  particularly  stated 
in  the  deed,  and  a messuage  standing  thereon,  and  all  other  buildings  erected 
thereon,  then  in  the  occupation  of  James  Strafford,  and  another  piece  of  ground 
on  the  north  side  of  Denmark  Street  aforesaid,  in  a court  called  Denmark 
Court,  leading  from  Denmark  Street  to  Dudley  Court,  the  measurement  and 
abuttals  of  which  are  also  stated,  and  a tenement  or  workshop  standing  thereon, 
late  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Phillips,  or  so  much  thereof  as  was  standing 
on  the  said  parcel  of  ground,  and  all  other  buildings  thereon,  and  a moiety  of 
a pew  at  the  north  end  of  the  gallery,  built  at  the  east  end  of  the  body  of  the 
parish  church  of  Leyland,  upon  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  of  the  said  premises, 
and  apply  the  same  towards  building  or  finishing  the  school  and  schoolhouse, 
intended  to  be  erected  by  the  said  Richard  Balshaw,  on  some  part  of  the  said 
premises  in  Leyland,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Richard  Balshaw  should 
appoint  j and  when  the  said  school  and  building  should  be  finished,  and  a 

master 
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master  appointed,  as  therein  after  mentioned,  then,  in  trust,  to  apply  the  rents  Leyland. 

and  profits  of  all  the  said  premises,  first,  for  the  support  and  repair  of  the  said  — 

school  and  building,  and  also  for  the  support  and  repair  of  the  messuage  and  GSrHiU*^^aml 
premises  thereby  bargained  and  sold  in  Leyland,  and  to  dispose  of  all  the  Chadty forth? 
residue  of  such  rents  and  profits  to  the  master  or  teacher  of  the  said  school,  for  Poor, 
his  maintenance ; and  it  was  thereby  agreed,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  ^ continued.  ^ 
said  Richard  Balshaw,  during  his  life,  to  appoint  such  person  as  he  should  ^ 

think  qualified  to  be  master  or  teacher  of  the  said  school,  for  instructing  the 
youth  of  the  said  parish  of  Leyland,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  in 
the  English  language,  and  from  time  to  time  to  remove  any  master  and  appoint 
another ; and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the 
master,  it  should  be  lawful  for  him  to  use  and  occupy  by  himself  or  family, 
without  payment  of  rent,  every  part  of  such  building  to  be  erected  for  his 
residence,  the  school-room  on  the  ground  floor  only  excepted,  which  should  not 
be  used  for  any  other  use  than  for  the  reception  of  the  children  to  be  taught 
by  the  master  ; and  that  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Richard  Balshaw,  the 
trustees  should  apply  the  rents  for  the  same  uses,  and  nominate  a fit  person 
to  be  master,  properly  qualified  to  instruct  the  youth  whose  parents  should  be 
parishioners  of  the  said  parish  of  Leyland,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
and  to  remove  such  master  and  appoint  another  j and  should  permit  the  master 
to  occupy  all  the  said  building,  except  the  school-room,  without  rent ; and  to 
prevent  the  school  being  crowded  by  infant  children,  it  was  declared,  that  no 
child  should  be  received  into  the  school  under  the  age  of  six  years;  with  a power 
to  the  said  trustees,  to  lease  by  public  contract  the  premises  in  Leyland,  for 
21  years  in  possession,  and  also  a power  when  the  lease  of  the  said  premises  in 
St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  should  expire,  to  let  them  by  public  auction,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  31  years,  at  the  best  improved  rent,  without  fine,  or  (in 
case  there  should  be  occasion  to  rebuild  the  buildings  on  the  said  premises), 
for  61  years;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to 
three,  the  survivors  should  nominate  fit  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  those 
departed  or  deceased,  or  to  increase  the  number  as  they  should  think  fit,  and 
to  convey  the  said  premises  so  that  they  should  be  vested  in  such  new  trustees 
jointly  with  the  surviving  trustees ; and  it  was  provided,  that  the  said  Richard 
Balshaw  might,  during  his  life,  by  any  schedule  or  deed  executed  in  the  pre- 
sence of  any  tw’o  witnesses,  make  such  rules  and  constitutions  for  the  good 
government  of  the  school,  and  of  the  youth  to  be  educated  therein,  as  to  him 
should  seem  meet,  and  that  the  same  should  be  observed  as  if  they  had  made 
part  of  that  indenture. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  bearing  date  12th  July  1786,  and  enrolled 
in  Chancery,  between  Thomas  Driver,  Ann  Lawson,  and  Elizabeth  Lawson, 
surviving  devisees  and  trustees  in  the  will  of  James  Starkie,  of  Golden  Hill,  in 
Leyland,  deceased,  of  the  first  part ; the  Rev.  Thomas  Starkie,  eldest  son  and 
heir  at  law  of  the  said  James  Starkie,  of  the  second  part ; Lawson  Starkie,  and 
John  Starkie,  the  two  younger  sons  of  the  said  James  Starkie,  of  the  third  part ; 

Richard  Balshaw,  of  the  fourth  part;  and  Joseph  Prior  Clayton,  and  others, 
surviving  trustees,  under  the  indenture  of  14th  June  1782,  of  the  fifth  part; 
reciting,  that  a school  had  been  built  as  intended  by  the  said  Richard  Balshaw, 
and  that  he  being  minded  to  increase  the  stipend  of  the  said  master,  had  agreed 
for  the  purchase  of  the  close  thereinafter  mentioned,  for  220/.  the  said  parties 
of  the  first,  second,  and  third  parts,  in  consideration  thereof,  by  the  direction 
of  the  said  Richard  Balshaw,  conveyed  to  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  a 
close,  called  the  Oven  Field,  in  the  parish  of  Leyland,  containing,  by  estimation, 

2 a.  3 R.  14  p.  of  the  measure  there  used,  upon  the  trusts  declared  by  the  said 
bargain  and  sale  of  14th  June  1782. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  bearing  date  1st  August  1790,  and  enrolled 
in  Chancery,  between  the  said  Richard  Balshaw,  of  the  one  part ; and  Joseph 
Prior  Clayton,  and  others,  the  surviving  trustees,  under  the  above  mentioned 
indenture  of  14th  June  1782,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  by  that  inden- 
ture, the  said  Richard  Balshaw  was  empowered  to  make  rules  and  constitutions 
for  the  government  of  the  school,  as  therein  mentioned,  and  that  he  was  desi- 
rous that  the  said  school  should  be  for  ever  called  the  Charity  School  of  Ley- 
land,  and  that  the  same  should  be  employed  for  the  instruction  of  children  of 
such  description  only  as  was  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  that  a schoolmistress 
should  be  employed  to  instruct  the  female  children  every  day  in  the  week,  who 
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might  be  admitted  into  the  said  charity  school  j and  that  he  was  also  desirous  to 
establish  a charity  Sunday  school,  to  be  opened  in  the  said  school,  and  that  a _ J 
school-mistress  might  be  appointed  to  instruct  the  female  children  every  Sunday 
in  the  said  school ; and  that  he  was  also  desirous  to  make  rules  and  constitutions  ^ 
for  the  government  of  the  school,  the  said  Richard  Balshaw  declared,  that  the  y 
said  school  should  be  called  the  Charity  School  of  Leyland,  and  should  be  for  / » 
instructing  the  children  of  the  poor  persons  only  who  should  be  real  objects  of 
charity,  and  reside  in  and  belong  to  the  said  parish  of  Leyland,  and  whose  ® 
parents  should  be  unable  to  pay  for  their  learning,  together  with  the  children  jU 
of  the  farmers  of  Banister  House  and  Wright’s  for  the  time  being,  subject  to  the 
rules  contained  in  the  schedule  thereunder  written  ; and  the  said  Richard  V 
Balshaw,  for  a nominal  consideration,  thereby  conveyed  to  the  said  Joseph  Prior  H 
Clayton,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  called  AWight’s,  H 
and  the  closes  thereunto  belonging,  in  the  parish  of  Leyland,  called  by  the  names  H 
following ; the  Fold,  the  Lane,  the  Orchard,  the  Little  Meadow,  the  Great  H 
Meadow,  the  Middle  Bent,  the  Lower  Bent,  the  Maries  Hey,  the  Koccrooks,'  H 
the  Higher  Miller  Field,  and  the  Lower  Miller  Field,  then  divided  into  two  H 
fields,  containing  in  the  whole  by  admeasurement  21a.  1 r.  26p.  of  the  measure  H 
there  used,  and  a building  formerly  a barn,  then  converted  into  a cottage,  with  B 
two  dwellings  adjoining  to  the  said  Higher  Miller  Field,  and  a pew  at  the  north  H 
end  of  the  gallery  at  the  east  end  of  the  body  of  Leyland  church,  in  trust,  to  H 
apply  so  much  of  the  rents  of  the  said  premises  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  H 
good  and  substantial  support  and  repair  of  the  said  messuages,  cottages,  and  fl 
premises  ; and  after  a mistress  should  be  appointed  in  the  said  charity  school,  to  H 
pay  out  of  the  rents  a yearly  sum  of  20/.  to  such  school-mistress  for  the  time  B 
being,  to  teach  the  girls  every  day  in  the  week  in  the  said  school,  and  to  pay  the  B 
yearly  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  coals  and  firing  for  the  said  charity  B 
school,  only  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  children  thereof,  and  to  cause  the  H 
residue  of  such  coals  left  unconsumed  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  given  to  the  fl 
poor,  being  the  greatest  objects  of  charity,  and  belonging  to  and  residing  in  the  [■ 
township  of  Leyland,  and  not  receiving  relief ; and  to  pay  yearly  the  sum  of  4/.  to  ■ 
the  schoolmistress  that  should  instruct  the  girls  every  Sunday  in  the  said  school;  B 
and  to  pay  the  yearly  sum  of  8/.  to  buy  spelling  books,  testaments,  and  writing  [fl 
paper,  copy  books  and  writing  books,  quills  and  ink,  as  well  for  the  use  of  the  fl 
every  day  scholars  as  for  the  Sunday  scholars,  and  to  apply  the  residue,  if  any,-  il 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  in  the  purchase  of  oatmeal,  and  B 
distribute  the  same  amongst  such  of  the  industrious,  aged  and  infirm  of  the  W 
poor  only,  being  the  greatest  and  real  objects  of  charity,  and  most  deserving,  B 
and  residing  in  and  belonging  to  the  township  of  Leyland,  and  not  receiving  H 
relief ; and  it  was  declared,  that  the  schoolmistress  might  occupy  for  her  resi-  B 
dence  all  the  rooms  over  the  boys  charity  school  without  rent,  and  have  the  use 
of  the  kitchen  and  oven  belonging  to  the  said  school  to  wash  and  bake  therein,  fl 
and  have  liberty  to  pass  through  the  said  kitchen  to  and  from  the  said  rooms;  B 
and  that  the  said  schoolmistress,  and  the  farmers  at  Banister  House  and  Wright’s  fl 
and  their  wives  only,  might  sit  in  the  said  pew  at  the  church  ; and  that  the  said  ^^B 
Richard  Balshaw  alone,  during  his  life,  might  recommend  a mistress  to  the  said  ^B 
charity  school,  and  that  he,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  the  trustees,  at  ^B 
any  quarterly  meeting,  might  remove  the  school-masters  and  school-mistresses  B 
and  children  from  the  said  school,  and  appoint  other  schoolmasters  and  school-  fl 
mistresses,  during  will  and  pleasure  only,  and  such  other  children  residing  in  fl 
and  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Leyland,  whose  parents  were  poor,  as  they  J 
should  think  the  greatest  objects  of  charity,  with  a power  for  the  trustees  to  fl 
lease  for  twenty-one  years,  and  a power  for  the  surviving  trustees,  when  re-  .fl 
duced  to  three,  to  appoint  others,  being  Protestants,  and  members  of  the  church'B 
of  England,  to  supply  the  places  of  those  deceased,  or  to  increase  the  number,  B 
if  they  should  think  fit.  , i fl 

r 

Annexed  to  this  indenture  is  a schedule  of  the  rules,  constitutions,  and  fl 
articles  therein,  being  56  in  number,  and  containing  minute  regulations  for  the  ^ 
conduct  of  the  schools,  by  which,  amongst  other  things,  it  is  directed  ; — ' 

That  no  person  should  be  appointed  the  school-master  or  school-mistress 
under  21,  or  more  than  45  years  of  age,  or  having  any  children  at  the  time  of  " 
their  appointment,  and  that  the  school-mistress  should  not  be  the  wife  or  *' 
daughter  of,  or  anyways  related  to,  the  school-master : 


That 
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That  the  school-master  and  school-mistress  should  be  members  of  the  church  Leyland. 
of  England,  and  regular  in  their  conduct  ; — 

That  the  schoolmaster  should  be  qualified  to  teach  arithmetic,  writing,  the  ^t^Golden 
English  tongue,  and  psalmody;  and  the  school-mistress  to  teach  the  English  and  Charity  for  the 
tongue,  knitting,  sewing,  and  marking,  and  that  they  should  instruct  the  chil-  Poor, 
dren  respectively  therein : ^ continued.  ^ 

That  no  minister  of  the  Gospel  should  be  appointed  school-master  : ''' 

That  the  school-master  and  school-mistress  should  not  receive  any  gratuity  on 
account  of  any  of  the  children  belonging  to  the  said  school,  nor  permit  any 
other  person  to  be  taught  there  but  those  who  should  be  admitted  by  the  founder 
or  the  trustees : 

That  neither  of  them  should  take  any  boarders  or  lodgers  : 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  school  should  not  exceed  50  boys  and 
50  girls,  besides  the  children  of  those  who  should  farm  the  estates  of  Banister’s 
and  Wright’s,  for  the  time  being  : 

That  poor  orphans,  residing  in  and  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Leyland, 
should  be  admitted,  in  preference  to  any  other  poor  children ; 

That  the  children  of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  parish,  and  residing  within 
the  township  of  Leyland,  should  be  preferred  to  those  residing  out  of  the 
township : 

That  the  children  should  be  admitted  at  six,  and  continue  to  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  and  no  longer  ; 

That  no  child  should  be  admitted  unless  approved  by  the  founder,  or  the 
major  part  of  the  trustees,  at  a meeting  in  the  school : 

That  four  Bibles  should  be  paid  for  out  of  the  rents  of  the  estate,  called 
Wright’s,  and  given  annually  at  Christmas  to  the  poor  children  who  should 
most  improve,  two  to  boys  and  two  to  girls  : 

That  the  trustees  should  meet  in  the  charity  school,  on  the  19th  December, 
and  on  the  first  Monday  after  25th  March,  24th  June,  and  29th  September, 
yearly,  or  oftener,  as  occasion  might  require,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
children,  master  and  mistress,  and  other  matters : 

That  the  school,  and  the  apartments  over  it,  and  the  house  adjoining  the 
buildings  belonging  to  Banister  House,  and  those  in  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields, 
should  be  repaired  out  of  the  estates  of  Banister  House  and  St.  Giles  only, 
before  the  schoolmaster  should  receive  his  stipend;  and  that  the  buildings  on 
Wright’s  estate  should  be  repaired  out  of  the  rents  of  Wright’s  estate  only ; and 
that  when  it  should  be  necessary  to  rebuild  the  charity  school,  the  payments  to 
the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  should  cease,  until  it  should  be  rebuilt  and 
paid  for  out  of  the  rents  of  the  estates  of  Banister  House,  St.  Giles,  and 
Wright’s : 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  Sunday  school  should  not  exceed  50  boys 
and  50  girls,  besides  the  children  of  the  farmers  of  the  said  estates. 

Mr.  Balshaw,  the  founder,  died  in  1811.  During  his  life,  the  charities  were 
conducted  principally  under  his  direction.  In  1801,  a new  appointment  of 
nine  trustees  was  made,  by  deed,  under  which  the  present  survivors  are  John 
Fletcher,  Arthur  Dawson,  Hugh  Dawson,  Henry  Kenyon,  Edward  Boardman, 
and  John  Boardman. 

The  school  premises  stand  on  part  of  Banister’s  tenement,  given  by  the  deed 
of  1782,  which  is  situate  at  Golden  Hill,  in  the  township  of  I.eyland.  I'hey 
now  consist  of  a school-room  for  boys,  and  a school-room  for  girls  over  it ; and 
at  one  end  a house  for  the  master,  and  at  the  other  end  a house  for  the  mistress, 
each  of  whom  have  also  a garden. 

In  I8I7,  the  school-room  built  by  Mr.  Balshaw  was  enlarged,  and  the  rooms 
over  it,  which  were  previously  occupied  by  the  school-mistress,  were  laid  to- 
gether, to  form  a school  for  the  girls ; and  at  the  same  time  the  school-mistress’s 
house  was  built.  To  provide  for  this  expense,  a sum  of  17O/.  was  borrowed  by 
the  trustees,  and  a further  sum  of  86/.  145.  was  advanced  by  two  of  them ; the 
former  sum  has  been  gradually  paid  off,  and  there  remained  due  in  respect 
of  the  latter,  at  the  settlement  of  accounts,  on  2d  May  1825,  a balance  of 
24/.  & 10  d.  The  payments  have  been  made  by  reserving  the  surplus  rents 
of  Wright’s  estate,  from  1817  to  the  present  time,  wdiich  were  previously 
distributed  to  the  poor. 

From  May  1824,  the  estate,  called  Banister’s  tenement,  has  been  occupied 
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by  the  school-master,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees.  It  consists  of  a small 
house,  a garden,  and  12  a.  & 20 p.  of  land,  customary  measure,  of  yards  to 
the  perch,  including  the  close  called  Oven  Field,  purchased  in  I786.  Pre- 
viously to  the  school-master’s  occupying  this  estate,  it  was  let  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  46/.;  the  master,  in  addition  to  the  tenant’s  rent,  being  allowed  to  keep 
a cow  thereon.  It  is  stated  to  be  worth  about  50/.  a year. 

The  premises  in  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  are  now  held  by  John  Thompson, 
under  a lease,  bearing  date  25th  March  1800,  for  a term  of  31  years,  in  which 
they  are  described  as  consisting  of  a house  and  shop,  at  the  east-end  corner  of 
Denmark-street  and  High-street ; and  a stable  at  the  north-east  corner  of 
Dudley-court,  and  a passage  leading  from  Denmark-court  to  Denmark-street. 
The  annual  rents  reserved  are,  for  the  house  31  /.  IO5.  and  for  the  stable  2/.  2^. 

This  lease  was  renewed  in  the  life-time  of  Mr.  Balshaw.  It  is  expected  that 
this  property  will  produce  a better  rent  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  term. 

The  estate  called  Wright’s,  consists  of  a house,  barn  and  other  out-buildings, 
and  nearly  21  customary  acres  of  land,  in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Kellett,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  90/.  a year. 

The  tenant  had  a lease  for  seven  years  granted  to  him  by  private  contract* 
which  expired  in  1823,  at  100/.  per  annum  ; but  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
of  his  term  he  had  been  allowed  10/.  out  of  his  rent. 

The  buildings  are  old,  but  in  tolerable  repair.  The  substantial  repairs  are 
done  by  the  trustees. 

The  land-tax  of  Banister’s  and  Wright’s  estates  was  redeemed  in  1799. 
The  tenant  of  Banister’s,  till  it  was  taken  by  the  master,  paid  an  addition  to  his 
rent  of  9-?.  4|c/.,  and  the  tenant  of  Wright’s  still  pays  9 s.  10  d.,  as  being  the 
amount  of  the  land-tax  on  those  estates  respectively. 

In  Leyland  church,  which  has  been  rebuilt  within  a few  years,  two  pews  were 
allotted  to  this  charity,  in  respect  of  those  given  by  Mr.  Balshaw,  one  of  which 
is  used  by  the  master  and  mistress,  and  the  farmer  of  Wright’s  estate,  and  the 
other  is  let  at  a rent  of  1/.  I65.  per  annum. 

There  is  a considerable  quantity  of  thriving  timber  upon  Wright’s  estate. 

The  trustees  hold  half-yearly  meetings,  on  the  1st  May  and  30th  November, 
when  they  receive  the  rents,  give  directions  for  repairs,  and  any  other  matters 
that  are  necessary  in  the  school,  and  inspect  the  accounts,  which  are  kept  by 
the  schoolmaster. 


The  whole  of  the  rents  of  Banister’s  tenement,  and  of  the  house  in  St.  Giles, 
(the  latter  of  which  is  received  by  Mr.  Balshaw’s  widow,  now  Mrs.  Fisher,  and 
transmitted  by  her  to  the  trustees,)  are  paid  to  the  school-master,  who,  until  the 
enlargement  of  the  school  premises  in  18 17,  paid  the  whole  expense  of  the 
repairs  of  the  school ; but  from  that  time  the  trustees  have  repaired  the  school 
out  of  the  rents  of  Wright’s  estate,  it  being  considered  by  them,  that  the  charge 
on  the  master  ought  not  to  be  increased  by  this  enlargement,  and  it  being 
difficult  to  apportion  the  expense  of  the  repairs  : he  still  repairs  his  own  house, 
and  the  farm-house  belonging  to  Banister’s  tenement.  No  expense  has  yet  been 
incurred  for  the  school-mistress’s  house  ; but  it  is  intended  that  she  shall  do  the 
necessary  repairs  of  it. 

A salary  of  40/.  a year  is  paid  to  the  school-mistress,  to  which  amount  it  was 
raised  in  July  1811,  by  the  desire  of  the  donor,  expressed  before  his  death. 

Before  that  time,  her  nominal  salary  appears  to  have  been  24  /.  a year,  4 /. 
part  thereof,  being  paid  as  part  of  her  attendance  at  the  Sunday  school ; but 
from  1805,  she  received  a gratuity  of  6/.  a year,  in  addition  to  this  salary. 

Coals  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  wdiich  cost  about  31.  a year. 
By  the  deed  of  1790,  the  sum  of  51.  per  annum  was  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chasing of  coals,  and  the  residue  left  unconsumed  in  the  school  at  the  end  of 
each  year,  was  to  be  given  to  the  greatest  objects  of  charity  belonging  to  and 
residing  in  the  township  of  Leyland,  and  not  receiving  relief;  but  this  direction 
of  the  founder  does  not  appear  to  have  been  attended  to.  ^ 

A half-yearly  bill  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  books  and  stationery,  pro-,  f 
vided  for  the  school,  amounting  to  about  61.  or  'I  L a year. 

A book,  containing  lists  of  the  persons  partaking  of  the  distribution,  and  the  f 
sums  given,  was  kept  from  1809  to  1815.  ; 

In 
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In  Norember  1809, 
In  March  1810  - 
In  March  1811  - 

In  December  1811 
In  December  1812 
In  December  1813 
In  December  1814 


there  was  distributed  a sum  of 


£. 

«. 

d. 

39 

6 

- 

19 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

38 

14 

- 

33 

4 

9 

33 

17 

1 

35 

10 

6 
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The  last  distribution  to  the  poor  was  in  December  1815,  when  31/.  10^. 
was  distributed,  in  sums  of  IO5.  and  1/.  each,  amongst  poor  industrious  persons 
of  the  township,  who  endeavoured  to  support  themselves  without  receiving 
relief,  according  to  a list  made  out  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees.  As  soon  as 
the  debt  incurred  by  enlarging  the  school  shall  be  paid  off,  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  trustees  to  resume  the  distribution  to  the  poor. 

The  school-master  and  school-mistress,  in  respect  of  the  emolument  received 
by  them,  instruct  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Leyland,  on  the  national 
system,  the  boys  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  the  church  catechism, 
and  the  girls  in  reading,  and  the  catechism,  knitting  and  sewing.  Until  the 
enlargement  of  the  school,  the  number  of  children  was  limited  to  50  boys  and 
50  girls.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  there  were  110  boys  and  70  girls  attend- 
ing the  school.  The  master  and  mistress  are  directed  to  admit  all  the  chil- 
dren of  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish.  If  applications  are  made  for  the 
admisssion  of  any  children  whom  they  do  not  consider  proper  objects,  a reference 
is  made  to  the  trustees.  The  number  of  children  in  the  Sunday  school, 
which  is  under  the  superintendence  of  the  same  master  and  mistress,  is  also 
unlimited. 

Three  only  of  the  present  trustees  reside  in  the  parish  of  Leyland,  two  of 
whom  attend  the  meetings  constantly,  and  the  third  attends  occasionally. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  portion  of  the  rents  of  Wright’s  estate  is  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  four  Bibles,  to  be  given  at  Christmas,  as  rewards  to  the  four 
most  diligent  boys  and  girls  of  the  school. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  some  deviations  from  the  regulations  made  by  the 
donor  have  taken  place,  but  the  present  extended  establishment  appears  to 
be  of  great  utility  to  the  poor  children  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it. 


Beatson’s  Charities. 

John  Beatson,  esq.  by  will,  bearing  date  19th  July  1792,  and  proved  in  the  Pre-  Beatson’s  Charities 
rogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1800,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  grammar  school 
of  Leyland,  200/.  in  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  public  funds,  and  pay  the 
dividends  thereof  on  Good  Friday  in  every  year,  to  the  grammar  master  of  the 
said  school,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  as  an  addition  to  his  salary,  and  as 
a means  more  effectually  to  produce  his  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  vocation. 

He  also  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  Moss  Side  school,  in  the  township  of  Ley- 
land,  the  school  of  Euxton,  and  the  school  of  Clayton,  the  several  sums  of  100/, 
each,  on  the  same  trusts  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  were  declared  concerning 
the  said  200/.  given  to  the  trustees  of  the  grammar  school  of  Leyland,  the 
dividends  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  masters  of  those  schools  respectively,  for 
the  time  being,  at  the  times,  and  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  purposes  as 
were  before  declared  concerning  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  of  Leyland. 

He  also  gave  to  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  poor  house  of  Leyland, 
called  Albiston  Poor  House,  or  such  like  name,  (meaning,  as  it  is  supposed, 

Osbaldeston’s  Poor  House),  200/.  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  public 
funds,  and  to  pay  the  dividends  thereof  on  Good  Friday,  in  every  year,  for 
ever,  equally  between  such  six  poor  women,  as  should  from  time  to  time  reside 
there,  and  who  should  receive  no  allowance  or  subsistence  from  the  said  parish  of 
Leyland.  He  also  gave  to  the  minister  and  churchwarden  at  the  chapel  at 
Euxton,  and  their  successors,  100/.  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  public 
funds,  and  to  apply  the  dividends  thereof  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  to  be  dis- 
tributed every  Sunday,  after  divine  service,  as  far  as  the  same  would  extend, 
amongst  such  of  the  poor  people  of  the  township  of  Euxton  as  should  regu- 
larly and  invariably  attend  divine  service. 

An  account  of  the  mode  by  which  these  several  legacies  have  been  disposed 
of,  together  with  the  application  of  the  annual  produce,  will  be  found  in  the 
statement  of  the  charities  of  the  respective  places  to  which  they  belong. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  LEYLAND. 

Crooke’s  School  at  Moss  Side,  including  Beatson’s  Charity. 

Leyland.  By  indenture,  bearing  date  25th  January  1770,  as  appears  from  an  office 

^ copy  of  the  enrolment  thereof  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  (an  endorsement  on 

MMs^Sidfi^nc^  which  copy  states  the  original  deed  to  have  been  lost  or  mislaid),  between  Sir 

BeaTson’?Charity.^  William  Farington,  knight,  owner  of  the  manor  of  Leyland,  of  the  first  part ; 

/ Samuel  Crooke,  of  the  second  part ; and  John  Nickson,  John  Nowell,  Hugh 

Dawson,  and  Thomas  Bretherton,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  the  said 
Samuel  Crooke,  moved  with  a charitable  regard  towards  the  poor  and  the 
meaner  sort  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Leyland,  and  especially  those 
of  the  west  side  of  the  said  township,  the  place  of  his  residence,  in  order  to 
enable  such  of  them  as  should  be  dwellers  in  and  on  the  west  side  of  Leyland 
Lane,  with  greater  convenience  to  have  their  children  instructed  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  duty,  and  in  reading  English,  writing  and  arithmetic,  had  at  his 
own  expense,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  erected 
an  edifice  on  a small  parcel  of  waste  ground,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  a lane 
within  the  manor  and  township  of  Leyland,  called  Slater  Lane,  near  the  Moss 
Side,  containing  by  estimation,  one  rood,  which  building  it  was  agreed  by  the 
said  parties  should  be  for  ever  a free  school  for  the  instruction  of  all  such 
children  as  aforesaid  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  in 
order  to  the  promoting  the  said  good  work,  and  for  a nominal  consideration, 
covenanted  with  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  and  his  heirs,  that  he  and  his  heirs 
would  stand  seised  of  the  said  parcel  of  land,  and  the  buildings  thereon  erected, 
or  (as  directed  by  the  said  Samuel  Crooke)  convey  the  same  to  the  use  of  the 
said  Sir  William  Farington,  and  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs, 
by  them  to  be  holden  in  trust,  that  the  same  building  should  be  used  as  a free 
English  school  for  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  for  ever,  subject  to  the  rules 
thereinafter  mentioned ; and  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  covenanted  with  the  said 
Sir  William  Farington,  and  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
a fit  person  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  Samuel  Crooke,  to  be  master  of  the 
said  school,  as  often  as  a vacancy  should  happen  by  the  death,  resignation, 
removal,  or  deprivation  of  any  such  master,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Samuel 
Crooke,  and  that  he  should  remove  any  such  person  from  being  master,  and 
from  the  possession  of  the  said  school  and  the  salary,  and  appoint  another  to 
succeed,  at  his  pleasure ; and  that  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Samuel  Crooke, 
the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  and  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  such  of  them  as  should  happen  to  die,  together  with  the  rest  of  them, 
who  should  then  be  living,  and  their  respective  heirs,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
upon  such  vacancy,  should  assemble  at  the  school,  pursuant  to  notice  to  be 
given  at  the  parish  church  of  Leyland,  eight  days  before  such  meeting,  and 
should  nominate  another  fit  person  in  the  room  of  such  schoolmaster,  so  dying, 
removing,  or  being  deprived,  and  should  have  the  same  power  of  removal  as 
was  given  to  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  during  his  life  ; and  it  was  declared,  that 
of  the  children  of  such  persons  inhabiting  on  the  west  side  of  Leyland  Lane, 
such  only  as  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  and  the  parties 
of  the  third  part,  and  the  heirs  of  such  of  them  as  should  die,  should  be  iudged 
proper  objects  of  the  charity,  should  be  admitted  as  scholars  of  the  said  free 
school,  save  only  that  the  children  of  parents  being  tenants  for  the  time  being 
of  Littlewood,  and  the  Lower  Mosses  in  Ulnes  Walton,  or  other  relations 
residing  with  and  in  the  family  of  such  tenants,  should  be  free  thereunto  *,  and 
that  the  said  school  should  be  subject  to  the  regulation  of  the  said  Samuel 
Crooke,  during  his  life,  and  afterwards  of  the  said  Sir  William  Farington,  and 
the  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  the  heirs  male  of  such  of  them  as  should  die,  ■ 
so  that  the  annuity  thereafter  mentioned  to  be  granted  by  the  said  Samuel 
Crooke,  as  a stipend  for  the  master,  should  be  vested  in  the  said  Sir  William 
Farington,  and  the  parties  of  the  third  part ; and  reciting,  that  by  an  indenture, 
bearing  date  in  I767  or  I768,  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  granted  to  the  said  Sir 
William  Farington,  and  four  others,  and  their  heirs,  an  annuity  of  51.  in  trust,  . 
for  a salary  to  such  persons  as  should  be  appointed  to  perform  upon  an  organ 
in  the  church  of  Leyland,  for  the  erection  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Leyland 
had  entered  into  a voluntary  subscription,  and  that  such  organ  had  been  erected 
and  the  annuity  paid,  but  that  the  said  indenture  having  been  neglected  to  be 

enrolled. 
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I enrolled,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  said  grant  might  be  void,  as  he,  the  said 
I Samuel  Crooke  declared  he  considered  the  same  to  be,  and  therefore  revoked 
I the  same  ; yet  that  he,  being  desirous  that  his  intention  of  providing  a salary 
' for  such  organist  should  not  be  defeated,  but  that  a more  suitable  provision 
I might  be  made  for  such  organist,  it  was  further  witnessed,  that,  for  the  provid- 
1 ing  a perpetual  yearly  salary  for  the  master  of  the  said  school,  and  a more  ample' 
' salary  for  the  organist,  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  granted  to  the  said  Sir  William 
Farington,  and  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  an  annuity  of  20/.  to  be  received 
I by  them,  and  the  heirs  male  of  such  of  them  as  should  happen  to  die,  whose 
male  heirs  it  was  agreed  should  act  jointly  with  the  survivors,  in  trust,  that 
they  should  pay  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  such  persons  as  should  be 
from  time  to  time  masters  of  the  said  free  school,  and  the  residue  to  the  use  of 
such  person  as  should,  for  the  time  being,  be  appointed  to  perform  upon  such 
organ,  according  to  such  directions  as  should  be  given  to  such  organist  by 
such  trustees ; and  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  covenanted  to  pay  the  said  annuity 
to  the  said  trustees,  with  a proviso,  that  if  the  said  Samuel  Crooke  should  pay 
to  the  said  trustees  440/.  in  recompense  of  the  said  annuity,  the  said  annuity 
should  cease  ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  organist  should  be  appointed  by  the 
said  Samuel  Crooke,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death,  by  the  said  trustees, 
and  their  heirs  ; provided,  that  if  the  parishioners  of  Leyland  should  permit 
the  organ  to  go  to  decay,  or  if  a tit  organist  should  not  be  appointed  by  the 
trustees,  and  the  same  should  be  neglected  by  the  space  of  12  months  together, 
the  said  yearly  sum  of  10/.,  or  the  yearly  interest  of  220/.,  being  the  proportion 
of  the  sum  that  might  be  paid  in  discharge  of  the  said  annuity,  should  be  con- 
verted to  such  other  public  good  and  pious  use  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  or 
township  of  Leyland,  as  the  said  trustees  and  such  heirs  as  aforesaid,  who 
should  act  as  trustees,  jointly  with  the  surviving  trustees,  should  appoint. 

The  present  acting  trustees  of  this  charity  are  William  Farington,  esquire, 
as  heir  of  Sir  William  Farington,  William  Bretherton,  as  heir  of  Thomas 
Bretherton,  and  Arthur  Dawson,  as  heir  of  Hugh  Dawson. 

There  is  a school,  with  a schoolmaster’s  house,  under  the  same  roof,  and 
a garden,  which  are  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster  j the  former  was  repaired 
by  subscription,  about  the  year  1814. 

We  have  already  stated,  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  this  donor,  amongst 
those  of  the  parish  of  Leyland,  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  reduction 
of  the  sum  of  440/.  toSGO/.  This  sum  is  secured  by  a mortgage  of  the  tolls 
of  the  Preston  and  Wigan  turnpike-roads,  north  of  Yarrow,  with  interest,  at 
four  and  a half  per  cent,  dated  12th  December  1822,  granted  to  William 
Farington,  Arthur  Dawson  and  William  Bretherton.  The  interest,  amounting 
to  16/.  45.  per  annum,  is  divided  equally  between  the  master  of  this  school, 
which  is  called  the  Moss  Side  school,  and  the  organist  of  Leyland,  both  of 
whom  are  appointed  by  the  trustees. 

The  will  of  John  Beatson,  esquire,  has  been  already  stated,  by  which  he 
gave  100/.  to  the  trustees  of  this  school,  to  be  invested  in  the  public  funds,  in 
trust,  to  pay  the  dividends  to  the  schoolmaster  thereof,  as  an  addition  to  his 
salary.  This  legacy  was  invested  in  the  names  of  Mesrss.  Dawson,  Bretherton 
and  Nickson,  in  the  purchase  of  144/.  5s.  gd.  three  per  cent  consols,  the  divi- 
dends of  which,  amounting  to  4/.  65.  Qd,  per  annum,  are,  after  deducting 
commission,  paid  to  the  schoolmaster. 

The  master  in  respect  of  these  emoluments,  instructs  in  reading,  all  the  chil- 
dren of  poor  persons  inhabiting  on  the  west  side  of  Leyland,  in  the  township  of 
Leyland,  and  in  Littlewood,  and  the  Lower  Mosses  of  Ulnes  Walton  ; he  also 
teaches  writing  and  accounts,  but  is  paid  by  the  parents  of  such  children  as  are 
instructed  in  those  branches.  The  number  of  children  receiving  instruction  at 
this  school,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  was  about  ninety. 

Farington’s  Almshouse. 

An  almshouse  called  Farington’s  Almshouse,  consisting  of  six  tenements 
under  one  roof,  is  situate  in  Leyland-lane,  about  a mile  from  the  town.  A 
stone  in  front  of  the  building,  contains  the  following  inscription  : — “ Will. 
Farington,  Worden,  I6O7.” 

In  the  copy  of  the  before-mentioned  benefaction  tables,  which  were  in  the 
old  church  of  Leyland,  dated  in  1738,  it  is  stated,  that  William  Farington, 
of  Worden,  esquire,  gave  an  almshouse  for  six  persons,  each  205.  and  four  loads 
of  turf,  yearly,  and  every  third  year,  each  a new  gown  ; and  that  the  following 
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persons,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever,  were  trustees,  William  Farington  anti 
Richard  Brooks,  esquires,  and  Thomas  Crooke,  together  with  the  vicar  of 
Leyland. 

The  tenements  are  now  occupied  by  six  poor  women  of  the  township  of 
Leyland ; but  poor  men  have  been  occasionally  placed  there. 

The  present  William  Farington,  esquire,  of  Shawe  Hall,  and  his  ancestors, 
have  been  accustomed  to  nominate  the  almspeople. 

The  almshouse  is  an  old  building,  but  is  in  tolerable  condition,  the  expense  ^ 


of  the  repairs  being  borne  by  Mr.  Farington. 

The  almspeople  receive  from  Mr.  Farington  the  sum  of  I65.  8c?.  each,  yearly,  4 • 
at  Midsummer,  and  a cart-load  of  turf  yearly  for  fuel,  on  payment  of  25.  4 c?.  i 
a piece.  Each  of  them  also  receives  a stuff  gown  every  third  year,  from  s 
]\lr.  Farington,  and  105.  twice  a year,  from  the  trustees  of  Osbaldeston*s  charity. 

We  are  informed,  by  Mr.  Farington,  that  he  has  no  deeds  in  his  possession 
relating  to  the  almshouse,  and  has  never  seen  any,  but  that  he  has  continued 
to  support  the  almspeople,  and  make  the  same  annual  payments  as  his  ancestors 
had  done. 

Osbaldeston’s  Charity. 

John  Oshaldeston,  of  Strand-on-the-Green,  in  the  parish  of  Chiswick,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  26th  November  1665,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Leyland  only,  and  not  to  the  poor  of  the  whole  parish,  500/.  to  be  bestowed  in 
lands,  for  the  yearly  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township, 
for  ever,  to  be  paid  within  one  year  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  to  four  of  the 
most  honest  and  able  men  of  the  said  township,  to  be  chosen  and  nominated  by 
two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  which  should  next  dwell  to  the  said  township, 
for  feoffees,  in  trust  for  the  poor  thereof ; and  when  any  of  the  feoffees  should 
die,  he  directed  that  the  two  next  justices  should  always  choose  another  in  his 
room,  that  still  there  might  be  four  feoffees  to  take  care  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
township,  for  ever. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  6th  and  7th  October  1691, 
between  Richard  Monck  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  Joseph  Monck,  of  the  one 
part ; and  Richard  Fleetv'ood,  William  Atherton,  clerk,  Thomas  Smith  and 
John  Hilton,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  will  of  the  said  John  Oshaldeston ; 
and  that  the  said  sum  of  500/.  had  been  paid,  and  the  interest  yearly  distributed, 
but  the  stock  kept  up,  to  be  laid  out  in  lands,  when  an  opportunity  should 
and  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  had  been  appointed  trustees 


serve 


of  the  said  gift,  in  pursuance  of  the  benefactor’s  will,  and  were  desirous  to  lay 
out  so  much  of  the  money  as  was  thereinafter  mentioned,  in  the  purchase  of 
lands  to  the  charitable  use  intended  by  the  donor,  with  the  concurrence  of  a; 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Leyland,  the  said  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Monck 
and  Joseph  Monck,  in  consideration  of  380/.,  conveyed  to  the  said  Richard  1 
Fleetwood  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement  in  Leyland, 
called  Waterworth’s,  with  a shop  and  a chamber  over,  and  a shop  over  the 
cellar,  and  another  little  shop  near  the  stable,  and  a cottage,  and  a parcel  or 
dole  of  land  in  the  Lower  Town  field  of  Leyland,  containing  by  estimation 
one  acre,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned;  and  another  parcel  or  dole  of  land 
in  the  Lower  Town  field,  containing  by  estimation  three  roods,  which  said 
doles  had  been  formerly  inclosed  and  made  into  distinct  closes  within  the  said 
Lower  Town  field,  together  with  half  a rood  of  land,  parcel  of  the  same  doles,  yet 
uninclosed,  and  adjoining  to  the  first  mentioned  dole,  and  a close  containing  by 
estimation  two  acres,  called  the  Nearmost  Whitacre,  and  two  parcels  of  meadow 
ground  in  a meadow  called  the  Titmouse  Croft,  containing  by  estimation  half 
an  acre  and  one  fourth  of  an  acre,  and  two  closes,  near  the  town  of  Leyland, 
called  the  Middlemost  Whitacre,  and  Furthermost  Whitacre. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  23d  and  24th  June  I7IO, 
between  Edward  Fleetwood,  described  as  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  above 
mentioned  Richard  Fleetwood,  of  the  one  part ; and  Thomas  Armetriding  and 
th  ree  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  above  abstracted  will  and  inden- 
ture ; and  reciting,  that,  the  buildings  being  old  and  ruinous,  it  was  judged 
necessary  by  the  trustees  of  the  charity  to  take  down  the  same  and  make  a new 
building ; and  that  the  said  Thomas  Armetriding  had  been  prevailed  upon  to 
advance  monies  for  carrying  on  the  said  building,  which  was  then  perfected, 
and  by  that  means,  the  estate  improved  in  yearly  value;  and  therefore,  that 
it  was  reasonable  that  he  should  be  repaid  the  said  monies,  amounting  to  80/. 
the  said  Edward  Fleetwood,  in  pursuance  of  a decree  made  in  the  court  of  the 
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Duchy  Chamber  at  Westminster,  on  the  28th  June  I688,  in  a cause  wherein 
John  Hilton  and  Thomas  Smith  were  plaintiffs,  and  Henry  Farington,  esquire, 
and  others  defendants,  (being  grounded  on  an  inquisition  and  decree  of  com- 
missioners of  pious  uses),  conveyed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  the  before  mentioned  premises,  on  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  rents 
thereof,  for  paying  the  said  80  /.  disbursed  upon  the  building,  with  interest,  and 
after  payment  thereof,  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor,  pursuant  to  the  will  of 
the  said  donor. 

The  last  conveyance  to  trustees  was  made  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release, 
bearing  date  7th  and  8th  June  1803  j whereby  John  Green,  as  the  grandson 
and  heir-at-law  of  William  Green,  who  had  been  the  surviving  trustee,  conveyed 
to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  vicar  of  Leyland,  William  Farington,  esquire, 
William  Pollard  and  Arthur  Dawson,  w’ho  had  been  elected  trustees  of  the  said 
charity,  and  their  heirs,  the  before  mentioned  trust  premises,  with  all  buildings 
erected  thereon,  which  for  greater  certainty  were  described  as  being  a messuage 
in  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Leyland,  w'ith  barns,  stables,  and  shippon,  some 
time  since  erected  by  the  trustees,  a cottage  adjoining  the  said  premises,  a mes- 
suage adjoining  the  said  barn,  and  six  cottages,  near  adjoining  the  last  mentioned 
premises  called  the  almshouses,  then  in  the  occupation  of  six  poor  tenants,  objects 
of  the  said  charity,  all  which  premises  contained  by  admeasurement,  1 r.  & 14  p, 
(after  the  rateof  7^  yards  to  the  pole),  and  a croft  lying  behind  the  first  mentioned 
messuage,  called  the  Croft  behind  the  House,  containing  2r.  & 24  p.  of  like 
measure;  a croft  called  the  Widows  Croft,  containing  2 r.  & 38  p.  ; a dole  of 
land,  in  the  Higher  Town  field,  containing  2 r.  ; a close  adjoining  Whitacre  Lane, 
called  the  Clough  Field,  containing  2 a.  3r.  12p.  ; a close  adjoining  Whitacre 
Lane,  called  the  Nearest  Whitacre,  containing  2 a.  & 12p.  ; a close  adjoining 
the  last  mentioned  close,  called  the  Middle  Whitacre,  containing  1a.  1 r.  15p.  ; 
a close  adjoining  the  last  mentioned  close,  called  the  Highmost  Whitacre,  con- 
taining 3a.  5c  1r.  ; a dole  in  the  Lower  Town  field,  in  Leyland,  containing 
1r.  & 12p;  and  a parcel  of  land  adjoining  Slater  Lane,  on  the  north,  bounded 
on  the  west  by  the  river  Lostock,  and  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  Tit- 
mouse meadow,  of  which  it  was  formerly  a part,  but  was  then  separated  by 
a ditch  and  fence,  containing  3 r.  ; all  the  said  quantities  of  land  being 
ascertained  by  admeasurement,  and  being  according  to  the  said  customary 
measure,  and  situate  in  Leyland,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said  John 
Osbaldeston. 

Of  the  trustees  to  whom  this  conveyance  w’as  made,  William  Farington,  esq, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Dawson,  are  the  only  survivors.  It  seems  proper,  therefore, 
that  there  should  be  a new  trust-deed. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  sum  of  380  /.  only,  part  of  the  bequest  of  500  /, 
was  expended  in  the  above  mentioned  purchase.  We  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain  in  what  manner  the  residue,  amounting  to  120/.  was  disposed  of,  but 
it  may  have  been  expended  in  building  the  almshouses  hereinafter  mentioned, 
or  in  rebuilding  some  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the  trust. 

The  premises  now  consist  of — 

1.  — A house,  in  the  village  of  Leyland,  with  a barn,  shippon  and  garden. 

The  croft  called  the  Croft  behind  the  House,  containing  2 r.  & 24  p. 

The  Middle  Whitacre,  containing  1 a.  1 r.  15  p. 

The  portion  of  land,  formerly  part  of  the  Titmouse  field,  containing 
3r.  & 1p. 

And  a parcel  of  meadow  land,  called  the  Poor  Land,  containing  2r.  & 32  P, 
allotted  upon  the  inclosure  of  the  Town  Fields,  about  20  years  ago,  in  lieu  of 
the  two  doles  previously  belonging  to  the  charity. 

All  these  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Forshaw,  at  a good  yearly 
rent  of  49/.  and  an  additional  rent  of  155.  being  the  interest  of  15  /.  laid  out 
in  improvements  of  the  house,  when  he  became  tenant,  under  an  agreement 
for  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1821.  This  letting  took  place  by  tender. 

2.  — A small  house,  adjoining  the  above  mentioned  house,  with  a garden,  in 
the  occupation  of  Jane  Rose,  widow,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of 
10/.  125.,  which  previous  to  1819  had  been  12/.  125. 

3.  — A house  adjoining  N*  2,  with  a stable  and  garden,  and  the  closes  called 
the  Widows  Croft,  containing  2 r.  & 38  p.  and  the  Nearest  Whitacre,  con- 
taining 2 A.  & 12p.  all  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Kellet,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
a fair  rent  of  30/.  to  which  it  it  was  lowered  in  1823,  from  33/, 
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4.  — A close,  called  the  Highmost  Whitacre,  containing  3 a.  & 1r.  in  the 
occupation  of  James  Coates,  who  took  it  by  tender,  from  Candlemas  1825, 
at  a good  rent  of  18/.  185.  ; the  previous  rent  was  16/.  I65. 

5.  — A close,  called  the  Clough  Field,  containing  2 a.  3 r.  12  p.  in  the  occu- 
pation of  John  Livesay,  under  an  agreement  for  seven  years  from  Candlemas 
1821,  at  a fair  yearly  rent  of  15/. 

The  total  amount  of  these  rents  is  II7/.  55.  per  annum.  The  trustees  do  all 
the  substantial  repairs  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the  charity. 

The  land-tax  of  the  charity  estate  having  been  redeemed  in  1799,  the  amount 
thereof  being  10  5.  10  c/.  per  annum,  is  paid  by  the  several  tenants. 

Adjoining  to  N“  3,  there  are  six  small  tenements,  under  one  roof,  with  small 
gardens,  called  the  Almshouses,  inhabited  by  old  men  or  women  of  the 
township,  placed  there  by  the  trustees,  as  vacancies  occur  by  death.  These 
houses  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  trustees.  It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  they 
were  built. 

The  expenditure  is  as  follows  : — 

The  various  bills  for  repairing  the  buildings  are  paid,  and  1/.  3s.  for  the  in- 
surance of  them  ; the  sum  of  125.  a year  is  given  to  a person  for  keeping  the 
accounts,  and  a small  expense  of  about  85.  or  10 5.  is  incurred  on  the  11th  No- 
vember and  25th  March,  when  the  half  year’s  rents  are  received.  The  trustees 
meet  on  these  days,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  overseer,  make  out  lists  of 
poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Leyland,  (those  who  receive  occasional  relief  not 
being  excluded)  ; and  the  residue  of  the  rents,  after  making  the  deductions 
above  mentioned,  and  paying  for  the  bread  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Armetriding’s 
charity,  hereinafter  stated,  is  divided  amongst  the  trustees,  and  distributed  by 
them  to  such  poor  persons,  in  sums  usually  of  10 5.  but  sometimes  extending 
as  far  as  2/.  The  almspeople  in  Farington’s  almshouse  usually  receive  IO5. 
a piece,  out  of  each  half  year’s  distribution,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  alms- 
houses standing  on  the  property  of  this  charity,  usually  receive  10  5.  a piece 
in  November. 


In  March  1823,  the  residue  thus  distributed,  was 
November  ------- 

March  1824  ------ 

November  ------- 

March  1825  ------ 


£.  5.  d. 

52  6 5 

49  3 8? 
51  3 8 
49  7 3l 

54  8 - 


The  accounts  of  the  charity  for  each  half  year  are  regularly  entered  in  a book, 
with  the  names  of  the  persons  partaking  of  the  distribution. 

Charities  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armetriding. 

CharitiesofMr.and  The  Reverend  Thomas  Armetriding ^ whose  donations  to  the  grammar  school 
Mrs.  Armetriding.  of  Leyland  have  been  already  stated,  by  his  said  will  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the 
six  almshouses  within  Leyland,  100/.  the  interest  whereof  he  directed  should  be 
by  them  yearly  distributed  amongst  such  six  poor  people  as  should  be  placed  in 
and  inhabit  therein,  for  their  better  support  and  maintenance. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Armetriding,  widow  of  the  above  mentioned  donor,  by  her 
will,  bearing  date  15th  November  1728,  and  proved  at  Chester,  on  18th  April 
1730,  gave  to  the  same  trustees  the  sum  of  60  /.  as  an  addition  to  her  deceased 
husband’s  legacy  of  100  /. 

She  also  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor  of  Leyland  aforesaid,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, the  sum  of  52  /.,  the  yearly  interest  whereof  she  directed  should  be  by 
them  for  ever  laid  out  in  wheaten  loaves,  one  penny  each,  the  same  every 
Sabbath-day,  to  be  distributed  in  the  parish  church  of  Leyland,  amongst  such 
and  so  many  poor  people  of  the  township  of  Leyland,  as  should  most  frequently 
attend  divine  service  and  sermon  there,  by  twelve  each  Sabbath. 

In  the  before  mentioned  copy  of  the  church  tablets,  the  gift  of  52/. 
by  Mrs.  Armetriding,  is  stated,  and  in  respect  of  that  gift  12  penny  loaves 
are  given  to  as  many  poor  men  and  women  of  the  township  of  Leyland, 
at  the  church,  after  divine  service,  on  every  Sunday.  They  are  distributed 
by  the  beadle  of  the  township,  according  to  a list  furnished  by  the  trus- 
tees of  Osbaldeston’s  charity,  from  whose  funds  the  bread  is  supplied.  It 
seems  probable,  therefore,  that  the  legacy  of  52/.  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  trustees  of  that  charity,  and  it  is  possible,  that  it  may  have  been  laid  out 
in  the  repair  or  improvement  of  some  of  the  tenements  belonging  to  it,  and 
the  annual  payment  of  52  5.  in  consequence  thereof,  considered  as  a charge 


upon 
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wpon  the  property  of  that  charity,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  application  of  this  legacy. 

The  bequests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armetriding  respectively,  of  100/.  and  60/.  to 
the  trustees  of  the  six  almshouses  within  Leyland,  (by  which  description 
Osbaldeston’s  almshouses  were  probably  intended),  are  not  mentioned  in  the 
copy  of  the  old  church  tablets,  and  appear  to  have  been  unknown  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  township,  at  the  time  of  our  investigation.  The  discovery 
of  the  bequests  in  the  official  extracts  of  the  w’ills,  which  have  since  been 
procured,  have  led  to  further  inquiries  respecting  them ; but  we  cannot  learn 
that  any  trace  can  be  found  of  the  donations  having  been  received,  or  of  the 
almspeople  having  ever  derived  any  benefit  from  them. 

Be.atson’s  Charity  to  the  Poor  in  Osbaldeston’s  Almshouses. 

John  Beatson,  esquire,  whose  will  has  been  already  set  forth  in  the  account 
of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Leyland,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor-house 
at  Leyland,  called  the  Albiston  (Osbaldeston)  Poor-House,  and  their  successors, 
200/.  on  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  public  funds,  and  apply  the  dividends 
of  the  stock  on  Good  Friday,  in  each  year,  equally  between  such  six  poor 
W’omen  as  should  from  time  to  time  reside  there,  and  receive  no  allowance  from 
the  parish  of  Leyland. 

This  legacy,  after  deducting  the  duty,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock, 
amounting  to  287/.  6^-  hi  the  three  per  cent  consols,  in  the  names  of  the 

Rev,  Thomas  Baldwin,  sen.  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  jun.  and  'William 
Pollard,  esq.,  the  dividends  of  which  amounting  to  8/.  12^.  iod.  per  annum,  are 
distributed  on  Good  Friday,  together  with  the  sum  of  4/.  5s.  fid.  the  produce 
of  Miss  Farington’s  gift,  herein  after  mentioned,  in  equal  shares,  amongst  the 
inmates  of  Osbaldeston’s  almshouses. 

Mary  Farington’s  Charity. 

Mary  Farington^  who  died  in  December  1811,  by  her  will,  gave  to  the  trustees 
of  the  almshouses  in  Leyland,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  that  charity,  100/. 

In  181S,  the  sum  of  90/.  being  the  produce  of  this  legacy,  after  deducting 
legacy  duty,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  101/.  8^.  9,d.  navy  five  per  cents, 
in  the  names  of  William  Farington,  William  Pollard,  jun.  Edward  Boardman, 
and  Arthur  Dawson,  all  of  whom  are  living,  except  William  Pollard.  Since  the 
reduction  of  the  interest  of  this  stock  to  four  per  cent,  its  amount  has  been 
somewhat  more  than  106/.  four  per  cents,  the  dividends  being  4/.  5s.  9,d. 
We  have  already  stated,  that  the  last  mentioned  sum  is  annually  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  people  inhabiting  the  houses  called  Osbaldeston’s  almshouses. 

It  was  considered,  that  this  gift  was  intended  for  the  poor  of  Osbaldeston’s, 
rather  than  Farington’s  almshouses,  because  the  former  are  situate  in  Leyland 
town,  and  the  latter  in  Leyland-lane,  at  a distance  of  about  half  a mile  from 
the  town. 

Clayton’s  Charity. 

In  an  entry,  bearing  date  in  17-'>4,  in  an  account  book  relating  to  this  charity, 
it  is  stated,  that  the  sum  of  105.  yearly,  was  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Leyland,  on  Good  Friday,  for  ever,  payable  from  a tenement  in 
Leyland,  called  Clayton’s,  at  the  nomination  of  William  Farington,  of  Worden, 
and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  and  that  the  book  was  provided  as  a memorial  of  the 
same. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  1786,  this  is  stated  to  have  been  the 
gift  of Clayton. 

An  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  sum  of  105.  has  been  kept  in  the  above 
mentioned  book,  from  1754  to  the  present  time ; and  that  sum  is  now  annually 
paid  by  William  Farington,  esquire,  the  owner  of  the  property  called  Clayton’s, 
and  is  distributed  usually  by  Mrs.  Farington  amongst  deserving  poor  persons 
of  the  township  of  Leyland,  in  sums  varying  from  25.  6 o',  to  1 s, 

Preston’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  returns  of  Charities  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that 
Christopher  Preston,  by  will,  in  1728,  gave  26/.,  vested  in  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Baldwin  and  Richard  Peaskett,  and  producing  1/.  65.  per  annum,  for  bread  to 
the  poor  of  this  parish. 

Oakenshaw’s  Charity. 

The  same  returns  also  state,  that  Henry  Oahejishaxc,  by  will,  in  1744, 
gave  10/.,  tlien  vested  in  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  and  producing  IO5,  per 
annum,  for  the  like  purpose. 
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We  apprehend,  that  these  two  sums,  amounting  together  to  3G  have  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  vicars  of  Leyland  for  the  time  being ; for  we  find,  that 
the  sum  of  36  as  the  interest  thereof,  was  annually  disposed  of  in  bread  to 
the  poor  of  this  parish,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  during  his  incumbency, 
and  by  tlie  Rev.  Nicholas  Rigbye  Baldwin,  the  late  vicar,  who  died  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1824.  Since  his  death  no  distribution  has  been  made; 
but  we  are  assured  by  one  of  his  executors,  that  he  retains  assets  in  his  hands 
for  the  payment  of  the  principal  sums,  which  he  is  ready  to  make  when  the 
claim  is  substantiated. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  CLAYTON. 


School. 

Clayton  School.  gy  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  22d  and  23d  October  1786, 
between  Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  esq.,  James  Dewhurst,  Hugh  Dawson, 
and  William  Fowler,  of  the  first  part ; Thomas  Townley  Parker,  esq.,  John 
Beatson,  and  John  Ainscough,  of  the  second  part ; and  Mary  Bootle,  wife  of  the 
said  Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  and  niece  and  heiress  at  law  of  Edward 
Bootle,  Serjeant  at  law,  of  the  third  part;  reciting,  that  by  indenture  of  feoff- 
ment, bearing  date  12th  October  1744,  the  said  Edward  Bootle,  for  the 
encouragement  of  a schoolmaster,  to  reside  within  the  manor  of  Clayton,  and 
for  the  better  education  of  youth  within  the  said  manor  and  parts  adjacent, 
granted  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Shakespear,  vicar  of  Leyland,  James  Colderbank, 
and  five  others,  and  their  heirs,  a piece  of  ground,  containing  in  length  24  feet, 
and  in  breadth  15  feet,  situate  in  the  said  manor,  and  part  of  the  waste  there 
near  the  highway,  leading  from  the  town  of  Clayton  to  Clayton  Green,  and  the 
' school-house  thereon  erected,  upon  trust,  to  permit  ev^ery  schoolmaster  nomi- 
nated to  instruct  the  children  within  the  manor  of  Clay  ton,  and  parts  adjacent,  in 
the  English  and  Latin  tongues,  in  the  said  school-house,  in  manner  therein  after 
mentioned,  to  occupy  the  said  school-house  and  premises,  and  to  take  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof,  and  of  all  donations  then  given,  or  thereafter  to  be  given, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  to  his  own  use,  for  so  long  a time  as  he  should 
continue  schoolmaster  there,  and  to  instruct  such  children  as  aforesaid  in  the 
said  school-house,  in  the  languages  aforesaid  ; and  that  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  should  also  be  trustees  of  all  gifts  then  made,  or 
thereafter  to  be  made,  for  the  use  of  the  said  school,  and  have  the  management 
thereof,  and  that  they  should  have  power  to  nominate  a schoolmaster  of  the 
said  school,  as  often  as  it  should  become  vacant,  either  by  death  or  removal, 
every  such  nomination  to  be  approved  by  the  said  Edward  Bootle,  and  his  heirs, 
by  writing,  under  their  hands,  provided  that  all  nominations  of  the  trustees 
should  be  deemed  of  no  force,  until  approved  of  by  the  said  Edward  Bootle, 
and  his  heirs,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Edward  Bootle,  and  his  heirs,  at  all  times  to  remove  and  turn  out  any  school- 
master so  to  be  nominated  and  approved  of,  at  his  and  their  will  ; and  that  if  by 
death  or  otherw'ise,  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  four,  the 
survivors  should  appoint  three  other  honest  and  substantial  persons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  Edward  Bootle,  and  his  heirs,  by 
writing  under  their  hands,  to  be  trustees  ; and  reciting  an  appointment  of  new 
trustees,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  September 
1777 ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  James 
Dewhurst,  Hugh  Dawson,  and  William  Fowler,  as  the  survivors  under  the  last 
mentioned  deeds,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  Mary  Bootle,  as  the  heire.ss 
at  law  of  the  said  Edward  Bootle,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  said  Thomas 
Townley  Parker,  John  Beatson,  and  John  Ainscough,  and  their  heirs,  to  the 
use  of  them  and  the  said  Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  James  Dewhurst,  Hugh 
Dawson,  and  William  Fowler,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  above  mentioned  trusts. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  these  premises  was  made  by  deed, 
bearing  date  11th  January  1823,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  whereby  Thomas 
Dewhurst,  as  the  heir  at  law  of  the  said  James  Dewhurst,  who  was  the  surviving 
trustee,  with  the  assent  of  Edward  Bootle  Wilbraham,  esq.,  heir  at  law  of  the 
said  Edward  Bootle,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  Robert  Townley  Parker, 
esq.,  Thomas  Townley  Parker,  Richard  Bootle  Wilbraham,  William  Beatson, 
the  elder,  William  Beatson,  the  younger,  Arthur  Dawson,  the  elder,  Arthur 
Dawson,  the  younger,  James  Scotson,  the  elder,  Thomas  Fowler,  and  James 
Dewhi  irst ; to  hold  to  the  use  of  them  and  of  the  said  Thomas  Dewhurst,  upon 
the  same  trusts.  All  these  trustees  were  living  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry. 

The 
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The  school  premises  consist  of  a house  and  two  small  gardens,  which  are 
occupied  by  the  schoolmaster. 

The  master  of  this  school  is  entitled  to  the  dividends  of  143/.  155.  9c?.,  three 
per  cent  consols,  arising  from  the  legacy  of  100/.,  given  by  the  will  of  John 
Beatson,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  our  account  of  the 
charities  of*  the  parish  of  Leyland.  The  dividends  of  this  stock  had  not,  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  been  received  since  the  year  1812,  in  consequence  of  the 
deaths  of  the  persons  in  whose  names  the  stock  was  invested  ; but  we  were 
assured  that  measures  were  in  progress  for  procuring  the  payment  of  the 
dividends  in  arrear. 

The  schoolmaster  also  receives  5/.  a year  from  the  trustees  of  Crooke's 
charity,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  our  account  of  the  charities 
of  Leyland.  In  respect  of  the  last  mentioned  sum,  he  instructs  five  poor  children 
of  the  township  of  Clayton. 

The  school  is  open  for  the  admission  of  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Clayton  and  its  neighbourhood,  who  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic ; but  none  are  taught  free,  except  those  under  Crooke’s  charity. 


Clayton. 


School, 

continued. 


Clayton’s  Charity. 

John  Clayton^  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  May  1721,  gave  the  yearly  rents  Clayton’s  Charit 
and  profits  of  two  closes,  part  of  his  estate  in  Clayton,  the  one  called  the 
Moorhay,  the  other  the  Intack,  containing  four  acres,  to  Edward  Black  ledge 
and  Peter  Martindale,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust,  that  they  should  yearly,  for 
ever,  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  the  use  of  such  of  the  most 
needful  inhabitants  of  Clayton,  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  should  think  fit. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity,  was  by  deeds  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  15th  and  l6th  April  1803,  whereby  Robert  Clayton 
conveyed  the  above  mentioned  premises  to  Robert  Townley  Parker,  John 
Assheton  Nelson,  John  Craven,  John  Crook,  Robert  Clayton,  and  Arthur 
Dawson,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  said 
John  Clayton,  of  whom  John  Qrook  and  Robert  Clayton  have  since  died. 

The  above  mentioned  fields  are  now  known  by  the  names  of  the  Great  and 
Little  Field.  The  former  containing  about  3 a.  & 1r.,  customary  measure  of 
seven  yards  and  a half  to  the  perch,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Elizabeth 
Ainsworth,  under  a parol  agreement  for  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1822,  at 
a fair  yearly  rent  of  10/.  105.  She  had  previously  held  this  field  for  a like 
term,  at  12/.  per  annum. 

A piece  of  waste  land  belonging  to  this  charity,  containing  1 r.  & 10  p. 
adjoining  the  Great  Field,  was  inclosed  at  the  expense  of  Mrs.  Ainsworth,  about 
seven  years  ago,  and  she  undertook  to  level  it,  in  consideration  of  which  it  was 
agreed,  that  she  should  hold  it  rent  free  for  14  years. 

The  Little  Field,  which  contains  1 a.  1 r.  29  p.,  customary  measure,  is  in  the 
occupation  of  Benjamin  Whitehead,  under  an  agreement  for  a similar  term,  at 
a fair  yearly  rent  of  4 /.  5 s. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  the  trust,  a sum  of  31/.  3s.  4c/.,  now  in  the  hands 
of  Robert  Townley  Parker,  esq.,  for  which  he  pays  1/.  11  5.  2 c?.  as  interest. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  in  I769,  timber  was  sold  to  the  amount 
of  15  /.  and  that  15  s.  was  paid  for  the  interest  of  that  sum,  and  that  in  1772, 
a further  sale  of  timber  took  place,  for  the  produce  of  which  the  interest  of 
165.  2c?.  was  paid.  From  1772  to  the  present  time,  the  annual  sum  of 
1 /.  11  5.  2 c?.  has  been  received,  being  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  that  sum, 
at  five  per  cent.  The  precise  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  latter  sale  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  accounts  ; but  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786, 
it  is  stated,  that  there  was  then  a sum  of  31  /.  3 5.  4 d.  belonging  to  this 
charity,  producing  1 /.  11  s.  2 c?,  per  annum. 

The  rents  and  the  interest  are  received  by  Mr.  Arthur  Dawson,  one  of  the 
trustees,  annually,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  and  are  distributed  by  him,  together 
with  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Clayton,  on  that  day,  amongst  such  poor 
persons  of  that  township  as  are  not  in  the  receipt  of  constant  parochial  relief^ 
in  sums  usually  varying  from  IO5.  to  2 5.  A regular  account  has  been  kept 
of  this  charity  from  its  commencement  in  1721. 

Frith’s  Charity. 

In  respect  of  this  charity,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  our  state-  Frith's  Charity, 
ment  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Chorley,  in  a preceding  part  of  this 
report,  the  overseer  of  this  township  receives  from  Mr.  John  Green,  annually, 

Rep.  15.  A a 2 sufficient 
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Clayton.  a sufficient  quantity  ot  cloth  to  make  three  petticoats  ; but  as  the  cost  of  these 
. , . articles,  crenerally,  exceeds  the  sura  of  13  s.  4 (/.,  given  by  the  donor,  the  residue 

is  P»id  the  poor-  rate. 

\ ' The  overseer,  about  Christmas,  bestows  the  cloth  upon  three  poor  widows  of 

the  townsliip,  selected  by  him. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  CUERDEN. 


Gifts  of  Reynold  Burscough  and  Peter  Burscough. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  9th  July  1667»  between  Sir  Thomas  Haggerston, 
and  Evan  Catterall,  of  the  first  part ; Leonard  Clayton,  clerk,  vicar  of  Black- 
burn, of  the  second  partj  William  Rothvvell,  clerk,  vicar  of  Leyland,  of 
the  third  part ; Sir  Richard  Hoghton,  baronet,  Charles  Hoghton,  and  twenty- 
one  others,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting,  that  Reynold  Burscough,  brother  of 
Peter  Burscough,  by  his  will,  directed  and  required  his  said  brother  and  his 
heirs,  to  distribute  yearly,  for  ever,  on  Good  Friday,  twenty  nobles  to  the 
poor  people,  inhabiting  in  Walton-le-Dale,  and  406-.  to  the  poor  people, 
inhabiting  in  Cuerden,  and  four  marks  to  the  poor  people,  inhabiting  in 
Whittle-le-Woods ; and  that  the  said  several  yearly  sums  should  be  paid  out 
of  the  tithes  arising  in  Cuerden,  and  Whittle-le-Woods ; and  also  directed 
his  said  brother  to  make  some  assurance  of  the  said  yearly  sums,  so  that 
they  might  continue  for  ever  payable  ; and  reciting,  that  Peter  Burscough, 
William  Osbaldeston,  and  William  Gerrard,  for  the  better  assuring  not  only 
the  yearly  sum  of  11  /.  G^.  8^/.  being  the  total  of  the  said  sums,  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  tlie  poor  people  inhabiting  in  the  said  several  towns,  but  also 
another  sum  of  51.  13  5.  'i<d.  of  the  free  gift  of  the  said  Peter  Burscough,  to 
be  yearly  distributed  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said  11/.  G5.  ^d. 
was  limited  to  be  given ; viz.  to  the  poorest  people  in  AValton-le-Dale, 
3/.  65.  8(7;  to  the  poorest  people  in  Whittle,  1/.  65.  8e/;  and  to  the  poorest 
people  in  Cuerden,  i/0  5.  ; did  by  indenture,  bearing  date  11th  July,  13  Jac.  1. 
grant  to  Janies  Anderton  and  several  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  yearly  sum 
of  17/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  tithe  barn  and  tithes,  late  the  inheritance 
of  the  said  Reynold  Burscough  and  Peter  Burscough,  in  Cuerden  and  Whittle- 
le-Woods,  upon  trust,  to  relieve  the  poorest  people  in  the  said  several  towns, 
by  giving  on  Good  Friday  to  the  poorest  people  inhabiting  in  Walton-le- 
Dale,  10/.;  to  the  poorest  people  inhabiting  in  Cuerden,  3/.;  and  to  the 
poorest  people  inhabiting  in  Whittle,  4/.  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  trus- 
tees, with  a proviso,  that  when  half  the  trustees  should  be  dead,  or  should 
depart  out  of  the  said  three  towns  to  dwell  elsewhere,  the  vicar  of  Black- 
burn and  the  vicar  of  Leyland  should,  with  the  advice  of  those  remain- 
ing, elect  so  many  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns,  as  with  those  who  re- 
mained, should  make  up  the  number  twenty-two,  and  that  the  said  annuity 
should  be  assured  accordingly  ; and  reciting,  that  all  the  persons  named  as 
trustees,  w'ere  dead,  except  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Haggerston  and  Evan  Cat- 
terall, and  that  the  then  vicar  of  Blackburn  and  vicar  of  Leyland,  had  with 
the  consent  of  the  survivors,  appointed  the  said  Sir  Richard  Hoghton  and 
others  to  be  trustees,  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Haggerston  and  Evan  Catterall 
granted  to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Hoghton  and  others,  the  said  yearly  sum 
of  17  /•  issuing  out  of  the  said  tithes  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

The  said  Peter  Burscough,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  11  June  10^23,  gave 
out  of  his  tithes  in  Whittle  and  Cuerden,  to  the  poor  people  in  AVliittle  in 
the  Woods,  yearly,  for  ever,  the  sum  of  4/.  and  to  the  poor  people  in 
Cuerden,  yearly,  for  ever,  the  sum  of  2/.  G 5.  8r/.  out  of  the  said  tithes. 


The  total  annual  sum  thus  given  to  the  poor  people  of  Walton-le  Dale,  is 
To  those  of  Whittle-le-Woods  - --  - 

To  those  of  Cuerden 


£.  s.  d. 
10  - - 
8 - - 
5 6 8 


The  great  tithes  of  Cuerden  are  the  property  of  Lady  Hoghton  and  Robert 
Townley  Parker,  esq.  ; the  former  being  entitled  to  one-third,  and  the  latter 
to  two-thirds  thereof,  and  the  yearly  sums  of  10/.  to  Walton-le-Dale,  and 
5l.  C)  s.  8d.  to  Cuerden,  are  paid  by  them  in  the  same  projiortions  ; Lady 
Hoghton  paying  31.  6 s.  3d.  of  the  former,  and  1 /.  15  5.  6 d.  of  the  latter,  and 
Mr.  Parker  paying  G /.  13  5.  4 d.  of  the  former,  and  31.  11  s.  Q d.  of  the  latter. 

An  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  proportion  of  this  charity  belonging 
to  the  township  of  Walton-le-Dale,  has  been  already  stated  in  a preceding 
part  of  this  Report. 


The 


Cuerden. 
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I'he  great  tithes  of  Whittle-le-Woods  are  the  property  of  Lady  Hoghton, 

Robert  Townley  Parker,  esq.,  and  John  Sylvester,  esq.,  each  of  whom  being 
entitled  to  one-third  thereof,  pays  the  sum  of  9,1.  18  5.  4t/.,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  8 /.  per  annum,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  PeteT  Bursc^ugh, 
Whittle-leWoods,  an  account  of  the  distribution  of  which  will  be  found  in  our  continued . 

Statement  of  the  Charities  of  that  township,  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  present  n.' 

Report. 

Meetings  are  held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Cuerden,  on  Good 
Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s  day,  and  on  the  former  the  sum  of  3 /.,  and  on  the 
latter  the  sum  of  91.  Gs.  S d.,  is  distributed  amongst  such  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  as  receive  no  relief,  in  sums,  usually  varying  from  7 to  1 s.  An 
account  book  has  been  kept  from  1792,  of  these  distributions,  which  is  signed 
by  the  parishioners  attending  each  meeting. 

School. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  14th  October  1740,  between  Daniel  Dandy,  School, 
eldest  son  and  heir  of  Andrew  Dandy,  who  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Dandy,  of 
Lostock,  of  the  first  part ; Robert  Parker,  esq.,  Daniel  Dandy,  of  Clifford’s 
Inn,  uncle  of  the  before  mentioned  Daniel  Dandy,  Nicholas  Parker,  Ralph 
Assheton,  John  Winckley,  the  Rev.  Edward  Shakespear,  vicar  of  Leyland, 

Thomas  Woodcock,  Richard  Casson,  Alexander  Gascon,  John  Blackburn, 

William  Walne,  and  Henry  Dewhurst,  of  the  second  part ; and  Robert  Hilton, 
and  Thomas  Smalley,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  Andrew  Dandy,  citizen 
of  London,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  20th  March  1673,  and  proved  in  the  Pre- 
rogative Court  of  Canterbury,  gave  his  house  and  lands  called  Lostock,  with  the 
mill  and  kiln,  and  all  appurtenances,  and  Whittle  house,  and  all  his  part  of 
Sharrock  house,  which  he  purchased  of  Richard  Orrell,  and  the  land  which 
he  purchased  of  Mr.  Gardner,  part  of  Sharrock  house,  all  situate  in  Walton 
and  Cuerden,  to  his  nephew  William  Dandy,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body, 
and  for  default  of  such  issue,  to  his  nephew,  the  said  Andrew  Dandy,  of 
Lostock,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  with  remainders  over,  and  thereby 
charged  the  said  premises  with  the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of  5L,  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Cuerden,  in  such  manner  as  his  feoffees  in 
trust  should  think  best,  either  with  respect  to  learning,  or  to  put  some  men’s 
child  or  children  to  apprentice,  or  in  what  other  way  they  should  think  best,  for 
the  good  of  the  pious  poor  and  their  children  ; and  directed,  that  when  there 
should  be  but  seven  or  five  surviving  trustees,  they  should  make  a new  settle- 
ment to  the  use  aforesaid  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  premises  afterwards  came 
to  the  said  Andrew'  Dandy,  of  Lostock,  who  suffered  a recovery  of  the  said 
lands,  and  did,  until  1689,  apply  the  said  sum  of  51.  to  the  said  trustees,  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  Cuerden  ; and  reciting  an  order  made  by  the  trustees,  in 
the  last  mentioned  year,  that  the  said  money  should  be  applied  to  promote 
learning,  by  a free  school  in  the  town,  and  should  be  paid  to  a schoolmaster, 
so  soon  as  a school  could  be  obtained  for  the  conveniency  of  learning,  that 
being  the  first  institution  left  by  the  wall  of  the  donor,  and  that  the  same  should 
continue  until  it  should  be  otherwise  ordered;  and  reciting,  that  the  saki 
Andrew  Dandy,  of  Lostock,  soon  after  the  making  of  the  said  order,  by  the 
trustees,  at  his  owui  costs  erected  a schoolhouse  in  the  said  tov.ui  of  Cuerden, 
and  pi'ovided  a schoolmaster  from  time  to  time  for  the  same,  who  attended  the 
school,  and  instructed  such  of  the  poor  children  of  the  said  town  as  came  there, 
without  being  paid,  or  having  any  other  allowance  than  the  said  annual  sum  of 
51.,  wdiieh  w^as  paid  to  him  by  the  said  Andrew  Dandy,  of  Lostock,  during  his 
life,  and  after  his  death,  until  the  29th  September  1714,  by  William  Dandy, 
then  lately  deceased,  eldest  son  of  the  said  Andrew  Dandy,  of  Lostock,  to 
whom  the  said  Andrew  Dandy  devised  the  said  premises,  but  that  the  said  51. 
per  annum  had  not  since  been  paid,  or  any  ways  applied  for  the  said  poor 
of  Cuerden,  for  the  reasons  thereinafter  mentioned  ;.  and  reciting,  that 
after  deducting  the  sum  of  31.  5s.,  which  the  said  Daniel  Dandy,  party 
thereto,  (in  wdiom  the  said  premises  were  vested,  by  virtue  of  the  will,  of  the 
said  Andrew  Dandy),  required  to  have  allov/ed  out  of  the  arrears  of  the  said 
yearly  sum  of  5l.  in  respect  of  the  land-tax,  there  remained  on  the  29tb 
September  then  last  due  from  him,  the  sum  of  126/.  15  5.  for  the  arrears  of  the 
said  charity,  and  that  it  had  been  found  very  difficult  to  provide  a master  to 
supply  the  said  school,  by  reason  of  the  smallness  of  the  said  salary  of  5 /.,  and 
that  the  few  scholars  that  came  to  the  said  school  paid  for  their  learning,  which 
Rep.  15.  AaS  had 
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had  occasioned  the  nonpayment  of  the  said  annuity,  ever  since  the  said  29th 
September  1714  : and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  parties  thereto, 
alleged  that  the  payment  of  the  said  5 /.  a year  to  a schoolmaster,  pursuant  to 
the  directions  of  the  said  trustees,  had  been  of  little  benefit  to  the  poor  of 
the  said  town,  and  that  the  same  might  be  better  applied  for  the  future,  for 
their  benefit,  in  some  other  M’ay ; and  reciting,  that  the  trustees  named  in  the 
s:iid  recited  will,  were  all  dead,  and  that  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town,  parties  thereto,  for  the  better  application  of  the  said  charity,  had 
requested  the  said  Daniel  Dandy,  that  the  said  sum  of  126/.  155.  might  be 
put  out  at  interest,  and  that  the  yearly  produce  thereof,  together  with  the 
accruing  yearly  payments  of  the  said  5/.,  might  for  the  future  be  paid  to  the 
said  Robert  Parker,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  who  had  been 
nominated  trustees  by  all  the  parties  thereto,  to  be  by  them  applied  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town,  in  manner  thereinbefore  expressed ; 
and  that  the  said  Daniel  Dandy  had  agreed  to  comply  with  such  request, 
provided  the  will  of  the  said  testator  might,  as  much  as  could  be,  be  observed,  and 
he  and  his  heirs,  and  the  said  premises,  indemnified  from  the  arrears  of  the  said 
5 /.  per  annum,  and  from  all  demands,  by  reason  of  his  paying  the  same,  and 
the  accruing  yearly  payments  thereof,  for  the  future,  to  the  said  Robert  Parker 
and  others;  it  was  witnessed  that  the  said  Daniel  Dandy,  at  the  request  of  the 
said  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Guerden,  testified  by  their  respective 
execution  of  that  deed,  had  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Parker,  and  the  other 
parties  of  the  second  part,  the  said  sum  of  126  /.  155.  in  discharge  of  the  said 
arrear,  and  agreed,  that  the  said  5 /.  a year,  thereafter  to  grow  due,  should  be 
paid  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  or  such  persons  as  should  thereafter 
be  chosen  trustees,  on  trust,  that  the  said  interest  and  yearly  sum  should  be 
applied  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town,  either  with  respect 
to  learning,  or  to  put  some  men’s  children  apprentices,  or  in  what  other  w^ay  the 
said  trustees  should  think  fit,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  will ; and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  trustees  should  yearly,  on  the  7th  October,  unless  tha 
day  should  be  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  following  day,  meet  at  some  place  in 
the  said  town  to  receive  the  said5  /.  and  the  interest  of  the  said  126  /.  155.,  and 
to  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  as  they  should  appoint,  notice 
of  such  meeting  being  given  in  the  parish  church  of  Leyland,  and  to  the 
occupiers  of  the  estate  called  Lostock,  and  to  the  overseers  of  the  town  ; and  it 
was  agreed,  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  said  trustees,  the  survivors 
should,  at  the  next  yearly  meeting,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  elect  others, 
so  that  the  number  of  12  should  be  always  kept  up  ; and  the  said  Thomas 
Woodcock  and  others,  also  covenanted  with'the  said  Daniel  Dandy,  and  his 
heirs,  that  a proportionable  allowance  should  be  made  out  of  the  said  5/.  a year, 
when  the  premises  charged  therewith  should  be  assessed  either  to  a land-tax, 
or  the  poor’s  rate. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity  took  place  in  1794;  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry  the  existing  trustees  were  Sir  Henry  Philip  Houghton, 
bart.,  William  Ashton,  William  Farington,  and  George  Clayton,  esqrs.,  and  it 
was  intended  that  a new  appointment  should  take  place. 

There  is  a schoolhouse  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  which  is  understood 
to  be  the  same  as  is  stated  in  the  deed  of  1740  to  have  been  erected  by 
Andrew  Dandy  at  his  own  costs. 

The  estate  called  Lostock  is  the  property  of  George  Clayton,  esq.,  by 
whom  the  annual  sum  of  51.  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster. 

The  sum  of  120/.,  part  of  that  126/.  15  5.  mentioned  in  the  deed,  was 
secured  by  a bond  of  Robert  Parker,  esq.,  the  interest  of  which  being  6/.  per 
annum,  is  now  paid  by  Robert  Townley  Parker,  esq.  to  the  schoolmaster ; the 
residue  of  that  sum,  amounting  to  6/.  155.,  is  supposed  to  have  been  expended 
in  the  repairs  of  the  schoolhouse. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  trustees.  In  addition  to  the  above 
mentioned  sums,  he  receives  51.  per  annum,  arising  from  Crooke’s  charity, 
which  has  been  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of 
Leyland,  and  in  respect  thereof,  instructs  five  poor  children  of  the  township. 
For  his  other  scholars  (about  20  in  number)  he  receives  a small  weekly  pay- 
ment from  their  parents.  The  children  are  taught  reading  and  writing,  and 
a few  of  the  older  ones  arithmetic. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  EUXTON. 

School,  including  Longworth’s,  Crooke’s,  Woodcock’s,  Platt’s, 

AND  Beatson’s  Charities. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  June  I8I7,  between  the  Rev.  James  Armet- 
riding  and  Thomas  Sumner,  of  the  one  part ; and  the  Rev.  Robert  Proctor, 
the  Rev.  Henry  Brierly,  John  Clayton,  John  Lawe,  William  Clarkson,  John 
Balshaw,  Hugh  Holden,  and  James  Talbot,  (all  of  whom  are  now  living), 
of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  7th  August  17.58, 
between  John  Longworth,  of  the  one  part ; and  William  Farington,  and 
seven  others,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  John  Longworth,  being  desirous 
that  youth  might  be  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  in  Euxton, 
conveyed  a piece  of  land,  part  of  the  manor  of  Euxton,  lying  on  the  east 
side  of  the  highway,  leading  between  Preston  and  Wigan,  containing  16 
perches,  whereon  a building  had  been  then  lately  erected,  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  converted  into  a school,  to  the  said  William  Farington,  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  such  schoolmaster  as  should  be  thereafter 
appointed  by  the  majority  of  them  assembled  for  that  purpose,  with  a pro- 
vision, that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five,  the  survivors  should 
appoint  three  others,  on  the  like  trusts,  the  names  of  which  new  trustees  should 
be  entered  in  a new  deed,  to  be  signed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,  acting 
w'ithin  the  county  of  Lancaster ; and  further  reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bear- 
ing date  in  1?59,  the  said  John  Longworth  conveyed  to  the  same  trustees  three 
closes  of  land  in  Euxton,  called  the  Marfield,  the  Big  Meadow,  and  the  Little 
Meadow,  containing  in  the  whole  5 a.  3.r.  28  p.  of  the  measure  of  eight  yards  to 
the  perch,  upon  the  trusts  above-mentioned ; and  further  reciting,  that  Samuel 
Crooke,  by  indenture  bearing  date  51st  January  1770,  directed  the  trustees 
therein  named  to  pay  yearly^  the  sum  of  51.  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being, 
who  should  be  nominated  to  teach  four  poor  children  to  read  at  the  new  school 
in  Euxton,  being  the  school  before  mentioned  ; and  further  reciting,  that  Wil- 
liam Woodcock,  by  will,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  free  school  in  Euxton  20/. 
to  be  raised  out  of  his  personal  estate,  in  trust,  to  be  placed  out  at  interest  on 
good  security,  and  the  yearly  interest  to  be  applied  for  the  behoof  of  the  master 
of  the  said  school,  as  an  augmentation  of  his  salary,  on  every  first  May,  and 
that  the  said  sum  of  20/.  had  been  afterwards  lent  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Euxton,  on  security^  and  that  they  had  ever  since  paid  interest  thereof  to 
the  trustees  of  the  said  school,  wdio  had  applied  the  same  to  the  behoof  of  the 
master ; and  further  reciting,  that  Ralph  Platt,  by'^  his  will,  bearing  date  2d 
April  1793,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  free  school  in  Euxton,  100/.  to  be  placed 
out  on  good  security,  and  the  interest  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows  ; viz.  four  parts 
out  of  five  to  the  schoolmaster,  properly  authorized  to  teach  at  the  said  school, 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  in  succession,  for  ever,  eight  additional  poor  chil- 
dren, belonging  to  Euxton,  to  read  English,  and  the  remaining  one-fifth  to  be 
expended  in  purchasing  prayer-books  for  the  use  of  the  said  additional  poor 
children,  which  should  be  given  them,  to  each  a book,  when  they  should  be 
respectively  dismissed  from  the  said  school,  the  nomination  of  such  children  to 
be  by  the  curate  or  clergyman,  chapelwarden,  constable,  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  Euxton  ; and  that  the  testator  ordered  that  the  trustees  of  the  school 
should  give  security  to  his  trustees  at  the  time  of  payment  of  the  sum  of  100/. 
for  the  proper  application  thereof ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  trustees  had 
given  such  security,  and  that  the  interest  had  been  duly  applied ; and  further 
reciting  the  bequest  of  John  Beatson,  esquire,  (whose  wdll  has  been  stated  in 
the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Leyland),  of  100/.  to  be  laid  out  in 
the  funds,  and  the  dividends  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  in  augmen- 
tation of  his  salary  ; and  reciting,  that  new  appointments  of  trustees  of  the 
said  school  had  from  time  to  time  taken  place,  and  that  the  said  James  Armet- 
riding  and  Thomas  Sumner  w'ere  the  then  surviving  trustees  ; and  that  the  said 
James  Armetriding,  by'^  reason  of  his  residence  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  could 
not  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  trusteeship,  the  said  James  Armetriding  and 
Thomas  Sumner  appointed  the  said  Robert  Proctor,  and  the  other  parties 
of  the  second  part,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  school,  and  of  the  lands,  monies, 
and  other  property  whatsoever  thereto  belonging,  and  granted  to  the  said 
Robert  Proctor,  and  seven  others,  their  heirs  and  executors,  all  the  houses, 
lands,  monies,  and  securities  for  moneys,  thereinbefore  mentioned,  upon  such 
trusts  as  they  the  said  James  Armetriding  and  Thomas  Sumner  held  the  same. 
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The  sclioolhouse  stands  upon  the  above-mentioned  16  perches  of  land,  and  is 
in  good  repair  ; it  contains  a schoolroom  on  the  ground  floor,  and  two  rooms 
over,  which  were,  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  in  the  occupation  of  the  son-in- 
law  of  the  schoolmaster. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the^trustees,  and  is  permitted  by  them  to 
let  the  three  fields  given  by  John  Longworth,  at  his  own  discretion,  and  to 
receive  the  rent  for  his  own  use.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  they  were  in  the 
occupation  of  Lawrence  Felton,  at  a good  yearly  rent  of  14-/. 

The  schoolmaster  also  receives  the  following  annual  sums: — 

Five  pounds  from  the  trustees  of'  Crooke's  charity,  the  particulars  of  which 
have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Leyland. 

One  pound  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Euxton,  as  the  interest  of  20/. 
given  by  Mr.  Woodcock’s  will. 

Four  pounds  from  the  same  overseers,  being  four-fifths  of  the  interest  of  the 
100/.  given  by  Mr.  Ralph  Platt,  which  sum  has  been  for  many  years  secured 
by  the  bond  of  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  township. 

The  dividends  of  144/.  5s.  Qd.  three  per  cent  consols,  purchased  with  the 
legacy  of  100/.  given  by  the  will  of  John  Beatson,  esquire,  amounting  to 
4/.  C)s.  9,d.  per  annum,  from  which  a deduction  is  made  for  commission  on  the 
receipt  thereof.  This  stock  stands  in  the  names  of  Messrs.  Nickson,  Lathom, 
and  Balshaw,  and  the  dividends  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Parkinson,  soli- 
citor, of  Chorley. 

The  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  Crooke’s  gift,  instructs  in  reading  five,  and  in 
respect  of  Platt’s  gift,  eight  poor  boys  or  girls,  the  children  of  persons  belonging 
to  the  township  of  Euxton,  appointed  by  the  trustees,  or  admitted  by  the  master 
without  such  appointment. 

The  school  is  open  for  instruction  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  to  the 
children  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Euxton,  and  other  neighbouring  places;  but 
the  master  is  paid  by  the  parents  for  the  education  of  all  his  other,  scholars 
except  those  above  mentioned. 

Since  1817  the  sura  of  QOs.  being  the  remaining  fifth  part  of  the  interest  of 
the  100/.  given  by  Mr.  Platt,  has  not  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  prayer- 
books  for  the  children  taught  in  respect  of  his  gift,  but  the  schoolmaster  has 
been  allowed  by  the  trustees  to  receive  that  sum,  for  the  purpose  of  repaying 
him  the  expense  of  the  trust  deed  made  in  I8I7.  This  expense  has  been 
nearly  defrayed,  and  we  were  assured,  that  the  trustees  would  take  care  that  in 
future  this  money  should  be  applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Lawes,  a late  incumbent  of  the  chapelry,  gave  a pew, 
No.  29,  in  the  chapel  of  Euxton,  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  of  this 
school. 


The  Reverend  Thomas  Armetriding,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  18th  February 
1719,  gave  to  James  Armetriding,  Thomas  Somner,  and  Edward  Woodcock, 
100/.  the  yearly  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  for  buying  bibles  and  prayer- 
books,  to  be  distributed  among  Protestant  families  in  the  township  of  Pluxton, 
and  the  remainder  for  putting  the  children  of  poor  persons  within  the  said 
township  to  school  to  read.  In  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of 
Leyland,  in  a prior  part  of  this  Report,  w'e  have  mentioned  two  bequests  to 
an  almshouse  there,  given  respectively  by  Mr.  Armetriding  and  his  wndew,  of 
which  no  trace  can  be  found.  The  above  donation,  for  buying  books  and 
putting  poor  children  of  Euston  to  school,  is  similarly  circumstanced.  Inquiries 
iiave  been  made,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  re- 
specting it. 

HoGHTOn’s  Cn.'iRITY. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  state,  that  Richard  Hoght07i,  by 
deed,  in  IG86,  gave  land  then  vested  in  William  Roscow,  and  producing  1 /.  10^. 
per  annum,  for  cloth  to  the  poor  of  this  township  ; and  they  also  state  a gift  by 
deed  in  1687,  of  1/.  a year  from  the  same  donor,  to  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  Charnock  Richard,  in  the  parish  of  Standish. 

In  a table  of  benefactions  relating  to  the  poor  of  Euxton,  which  was  in  the 
parish  church  of  Leyland  previously  to  its  being  rebuilt,  (as  appears  from 
a copy^  thereof  produced  to  us),  it  was  stated,  that  Mr.  Richard  Hoghton,  of 
Euxton,  gave  per  annum,  1/.  10^. 

We  are  informed  by’’  Mr.  Thomas  Garstang,  that  he  married  a niece  of 
William  Roscow^,  and  that  he  is  in  the  possession  of  property'  w’hich  formerly 
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belonged  to  him  ; that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  himself  and  the  ancestors  of  Euxton. 

his  wife,  to  distribute  a small  quantity  of  cloth,  the  cost  of  which  has  varied  "7“ 

from  about  45 to  55  5.  per  annum,  amongst  such  poor  of  the  townships  of 

Euxton  and  Charnock  Richard,  as  he  and  they  have  thought  fit,  but  that  he  ^ ^ / 

considers  this  distribution  to  be  voluntary,  and  that  he  has  examined  the  title 

deeds  of  the  property,  but  has  found  no  statement  of  any  charge  on  this  account. 

Mr.  Garstang  produced  to  us  a copy  of  the  will  of  Richard  Hoghton, 
bearing  date  22d  March  I688,  which  does  not  mention  any  such  charge,  but 
according  to  the  above  mentioned  returns,  the  charities  were  given  not  by  will 

but  by  deed.  Hodson’s  Charity. 

At  the  commencement  of  a book  relating  to  this  charity,  it  is  stated,  that  it  Hodson’s  Cliarity. 
was  appointed  to  be  kept  in  the  township  of  Euxton,  to  perpetuate  the  gift  to 
the  poor  of  Euxton,  by  Richard  Hodsoyi,  yeoman,  who  died  in  I7OI,  and  left 
40/.  and  the  interest,  after  the  rate  of  5 per  cent,  to  be  given  to  the  said  poor 
yearly,  to  be  laid  out  in  linen  cloth,  by  reason  the  donor  followed  the  occupation 
of  a linen  w'ebster. 

The  following  names  of  trustees  are  added : — 

Thomas  Sumner,  Ellis  Sumner,  Richard  Armetriding,  Richard  Hodson,  and 
Hugh  Smith. 

This  legacy  is  understood  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a cottage 
and  land  in  the  township  of  Leyland,  but  no  deeds  are  to  be  found  relating  to 
the  purchase.  The  cottage  is  small  and  old,  but  in  tolerable  repair,  the  sum  of 
22/.  having  been  expended  upon  it  in  1810.  The  land  consists  of  two  gardens 
and  a small  field,  containing  in  the  whole  less  than  an  acre.  These  premises 
are  in  the  occupation  of  James  Bates,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  11/. 
per  annum,  out  of  which  allowances  are  made  to  him  for  repairs.  In  1808, 
the  rent  of  these  premises  was  raised  from  5/.  to  8/.  85.,  in  1814,  to  9/.,  and  in 
1821,  to  its  present  amount.  The  tenant  is  a gardener,  and  is  about  to  convert 
the  close  into  garden  ground,  having  been  permitted  to  do  so  by  the  present 
acting  trustees,  Mr.  Robert  Lathom,  and  Mr.  John  Clayton,  his  nephew,  both 
of  whom  are  descended  from  Mr.  Hugh  Smith,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
trustees,  no  subsequent  appointment  having  taken  place. 

The  clear  residue  of  the  rent,  after  a deduction  of  the  allowances  for  repairs, 
is  laid  out  by  the  trustees  shortly  before  the  end  of  the  year  in  linen  cloth, 
which  is  given  by  them  to  old  and  deserving  poor  men  and  women  of  the 
township  of  Euxton,  in  quantities  of  3^  yards  to  each  of  the  former,  and  three 
yards  to  each  of  the  latter. 

Pincock’s  Charity. 

Thurstan  Rincoch^  by  his  will,  bearing  date  29th  March  I7I6,  and  proved  in  Piacock’s  Charity, 
the  Episcopal  Court  of  Chester  in  I7275  gave  to  Thomas  Pincock,  and  his  heirs, 
his  part  of  a close,  called  Highfield,  lying  in  Euxton,  and  containing  about  two 
acres,  and  a parcel  of  waste  ground,  called  Old  Lane,  upon  trust,  out  of  the 
yearly  profits  thereof,  to  pay  205.  a year  for  ever,  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
Euxton,  at  Christmas,  and  the  like  sum  of  205.  to  the  curate  of  the  chapel  of 
Euxton  for  the  time  being,  so  long  as  the  said  chapel  should  continue  under 
the  episcopal  government. 

The  premises  charged  with  these  annuities  are  the  property  of  Mr.  James 
Talbot,  who  pays  the  annual  sum  of  205,,  which  is  distributed  on  Saint 
Thomas’s  day,  after  service,  in  the  chapel,  among  poor  persons  of  the  township, 
selected  by  the  minister  and  principal  inhabitants. 

The  other  annuity  of  20  5.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Talbot  to  the  minister. 

Oakenshaw’s  Gift. 

Henry  Oakenshau',  by  will,  bearing  date  18th  September  1744,  gave  the  sum  Oakenshaw’gGift. 
of  10  /.  to  be  placed  out  upon  good  security  by  his  executor,  and  directed  the 
yearly  interest  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  which  should  be  distributed 
amongst  the  poorest  housekeepers  in  Euxton  that  resorted  to  the  chapel  there, 
on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  yearly ; and  he  also  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  chapelry 
of  Euxton,  the  sum  of  10/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly  to  the 
officiating  clerk  of  the  chapel,  and  his  successors,  for  the  time  being. 

These  two  sums  of  10/.  each,  were  probably  at  some  period  received  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  as  the  annual  sum  of  205.  is  now  paid 
out  of  the  poor’s-rates,  of  which  IO5.  6d.  is  given  annually  to  the  clerk  of  the 
chapel,  and  the  remaining  9'J-  Qd.  is  laid  out  in  sixpenny  loaves,  which  are 
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distributed  to  19  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  township,  after  service,  on 
St.  Thomas’s  day. 

Beatson’s  Gift  for  Bread. 

John  Beatson^  by  his  will,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities 
of  the  parish  of  Leyland,  gave  to  the  minister  and  chapelwarden  of  the  chapelry 
of  Euxton,  and  their  successors,  100/.  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  one 
of  the  public  funds,  and  to  apply  the  dividends  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  which 
he  directed  to  be  distributed  every  Sunday  after  divine  service,  as  far  as  the 
same  would  extend,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  people  of  the  township  of  Eux- 
ton as  should  regularly  and  invariably  attend  divine  service. 

This  legacy  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  144/.  Us.  9c/.  three  per  cent 
consols,  which  stock  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Proctor, 
John  Metcalfe,  Robert  Lathom,  and  William  Clarkson. 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  about  4/.  65.  Qd.  per  annum,  are  received  by 
the  Rev.  Henry  Brierley,  curate  of  Euxton,  and  are  applied  in  a weekly 
distribution  of  threepenny  loaves,  at  Euxton  chapel,  every  Sunday  after  morning 
service,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the  township  as  constantly  attend  divine 
service. 

The  usual  weekly  allowance  is  six  threepenny  loaves,  which  is  not  quite 
sufficient  to  exhaust  the  whole  of  the  dividends. 

In  consequence  of  an  accumulation  from  the  surplus,  and  from  property-tax 
returned,  seven  loaves  have  been  distributed  weekly  since  July  1825^,  and  at 
the  time  of  our  inquiry  (September  1825)  there  was  a sufficient  balance  in 
hand  to  continue  that  number  about  a year  longer. 

This  township  is  entitled  to  partake  of  the  benefit  of  Goosnargh  hospital, 
an  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  our  11th  Report,  p.  288. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HOGHTON. 

School. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  30th  June  1709»  between  Sir  Charles  Hoghton, 
of  Hoghton  Tower,  baronet,  of  the  one  part ; and  Benjamin  Hoghton,  Henry 
Hoghton,  William  Shawe,  John  Chorley,  Thomas  Whalley,  Robert  Clough, 
Jeffery  Roby,  and  Lawrence  Dewhurst,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  in  all 
or  most  of  the  leases  theretofore  made  by  the  said  Sir  Charles  Hoghton  of  his 
lands  usually  leased,  situate  within  the  manors  of  Hoghton,  Lea  Ashton, 
Walton-in-le-Dale,  Alston,  and  elsewhere,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  there 
were  covenants  inserted  from  the  lessees  to  the  said  Sir  Charles  Hoghton,  to 
pay  several  sums  of  money  within  a time  limited,  after  the  marriages  of  his 
daughters,  to  which  monies,  as  the  same  should  be  payable,  the  said  Sir  Charles 
Hoghton  was  entitled,  and  the  same  were  wholly  at  his  disposal  ; and  that  he 
was  desirous  to  make  a provision  for  such  pious  and  charitable  uses,  as  were 
thereinafter  mentioned ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Sir  Charles  Hoghton 
granted  and  assigned  to  the  said  Benjamin  Hoghton,  and  the  other  trustees, 
all  the  sums  payable  by  virtue  of  the  said  covenants,  at  or  soon  after  the  mar- 
riages of  his  daughters,  and  all  remedies  for  recovering  the  same,  and  all  his 
interest  in  the  said  monies,  and  constituted  them,  his  attornies,  to  sue  for  the 
said  sums ; and  it  was  declared,  that  the  monies  so  assigned,  should  be  upon 
the  trusts  thereinafter  declared  ; viz.  upon  trust  to  employ  the  said  monies, 
which  should  become  payable  out  of  the  manor  of  Hoghton,  towards  building 
in  some  convenient  place  within  the  said  manor,  (in  case  there  should  be  none 
erected  in  his  life-time),  a schoolhouse  of  sufficient  length  and  breadth  to 
contain  fifty  scholars,  to  be  set  in  such  place  as  would  admit  of  a convenient 
plot  of  ground  round  it  for  a school-yard  ; and  then  to  employ  so  much  of 
the  surplus  of  the  said  monies  as  would  amount  to  400  /.  to  be  improved  to  the 
best  advantage,  either  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  or  at  interest,  and  to  dispose 
of  the  yearly  produce  towards  the  wages  and  maintenance  of  one  or  more  able 
religious  Protestant  schoolmasters,  to  teach  such  children  to  read  and  under- 
stand the  English,  Latin,  and  Greek  tongues,  as  should  repair  to  the  said 
school,  (that  is  to  say),  such  children  as  should  inhabit,  or  have  their  settlement 
within  the  manor  of  Hoghton,  and  as  many  of  the  neighbouring  townships  as 
the  place,  master,  or  masters  could  dispense  with,  the  said  masters  being  in- 
tended to  instruct  the  children  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  principles  of 

the  Christian  religion,  professed  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  to  teach  tht 
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to  write,  and  fit  them  for  academic  learning ; the  said  400 1.  to  be  a constant 
means  of  livelihood  for  such  schoolmaster,  after  the  monies  should  be  so  ad- 
vanced ; and  it  was  declared,  that  all  such  children,  inhabiting,  or  having  their 
settlement  within  the  said  manor  of  Hoghton,  should  be  instructed  freely,  and 
without  paying  any  thing  to  the  schoolmaster,  the  same  being  intended  as  a 
public  free  school  for  all  youth  and  children  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  said 
manor  ; and  that  all  that  should  come  out  of  the  neighbouring  and  foreign  towns, 
should  pay  reasonably,  and  at  such  rates  for  their  instruction,  as  the  trustees 
should  determine ; and  that  all  needful  costs  and  charges  should  be  deducted 
out  of  the  said  yearly  profit,  for  repairs  and  other  conveniences  of  the  school, 
if  the  trustees  should  think  fit ; and  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should 
have  the  power  of  electing  and  displacing  the  said  schoolmaster  or  masters, 
and  of  making  orders  for  the  government  of  the  schoolmaster  and  scholars. 

The  deed  then  provides  for  employing  the  remaining  surplus  of  the  monies* 
to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  manor  of  Hoghton,  for  augmenting  the 
salary  of  the  chaplains  of  Hoghton  Tower,  and  for  employing  the  monies  to 
be  so  raised,  out  of  the  other  manors  before  mentioned,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  officiating  ministers  in  chapels  within  those  manors ; and  directs,  that  out 
of  the  residue  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  in  the  manor  of  Walton-in-le  Dale, 
the  trustees  should  raise  and  lay  out  the  further  sum  of  200 1.  in  a purchase, 
or  at  interest,  the  produce  of  which  should  go  for  the  better  yearly  allowance 
of  the  schoolmaster  or  masters,  within  the  said  manor  of  Hoghton,  with  a 
power  to  the  trustees  of  appointing  others,  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  a 
power  to  the  said  Sir  Charles  Hoghton,  to  alter  or  revoke  the  said  deed,  and 
the  trusts  therein  contained. 

This  deed  was  produced  to  us  by  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton,  baronet  j it  is 
not  known  whether  any  sums  of  money  were  raised  under  it,  or  invested  in 
lands  or  other  security,  according  to  the  provisions  of  it ; but  we  are  informed, 
that  it  appears  from  the  steward’s  accounts  of  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton’s 
estates,  that  for  a considerable  number  of  years,  an  annual  sum  of  26  1.  was 
paid  thereout  to  the  schoolmaster  of  a school  situate  in  Hoghton,  which  is 
supposed  to  have  been  built  by  Sir  Charles  Hoghton,  on  a part  of  the  waste  of 
the  manor  ; that  the  same  payment  was  continued  till  about  thirty  years  ago, 
when  a part  of  Sir  Henry’s  property,  comprising  a portion  of  the  manor  of 
Hoghton,  and  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  the  township  of  Withnell,  was  sold 
by  him  to  Henry  Sudell,  esquire ; that  it  was  upon  that  sale,  agreed,  that 
Mr.  Sudell  should  pay  a part  of  the  26 1. ; and  that  from  that  time.  Sir 
Henry  Hoghton  has  paid  only  14/.  12  5.  6<^.  per  annum,  the  residue  of  the  26/. 
being  paid  by  Mr.  Sudell.  About  ten  years  ago,  the  national  system  of  edu- 
cation was  introduced  into  this  school,  and  since  that  time.  Sir  Henry  Hoghton 
and  Mr.  Sudell  have  voluntarily  augmented  their  respective  annual  payments  to 
the  schoolmaster,  to  25  /.  each. 

The  school  contains  two  rooms,  and  has  a yard  attached  to  it,  the  lower 
room  being  used  for  the  day  scholars,  and  the  upper  room  for  the  scholars  of 
a Sunday  school,  which  is  superintended  by  the  same  master. 

The  school  is  considered  free  for  all  the  children,  boys  or  girls,  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Hoghton,  Withnell  and  Wheelton.  About  150  day  scholars  of  these 
three  townships  were  instructed  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  by  a schoolmaster, 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  on  the  national  system. 

The  school  building  is  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  poor’s  rates  of  the  three  above 
mentioned  townships,  and  from  the  same  fund,  books  and  stationery  are  pro- 
vided  for  the  scholars,  who  are  subject  to  no  charge,  except  a small  annual 
sum  of  6 d.  each  for  firing. 


Hoghton. 


School, 

continued. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WHEELTON. 

Simpson’s  Charity. 

John  Simpson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  November  17«50,  gave  to  Henry  IVheelton. 

Blackledge  and  John  Morris,  Joseph  Wilkinson  and  John  Crooke,  301.  to  the  

intent  that  they,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  should  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  Simpson’s  Charity, 
pay  the  interest  thereof  amongst  the  poor  housekeepers  of  Wheelton,  as  they 
should  see  convenient,  but  not  to  lessen  the  town’s  pay  in  anywise  : And  he 
directed,  that  when  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should 
within  twelve  months,  elect  some  other  honest  person,  whom  he  empowered 
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to  act  as  aforesaid,  it  being  his  desire  that  the  number  of  trustees  should  be 
kept  up  to  four. 

By  deed,  bearing  date  Cth  November  I78G,  the  said  John  Morris  and  Joseph 
Wilkinson,  as  the  surviving  trustees  of  this  charity,  appointed  Edward  Simpson 
and  James  Crooke  to  be  trustees,  with  them,  of  the  said  30/.  ; and  on  the  21st De- 
cember in  the  same  year,  the  said  Edward  Simpson  gave  a bond  to  the  said  John 
Morris,  Joseph  Wilkinson  and  James  Crooke,  for  the  payment  of  that  sum, 
with  interest,  at  4/.  IO5.  percent,  which  is  now  in  the  custody  of  William 
Blackledge,  an  inhabitant  of  the  township. 

All  these  trustees  are  dead,  and  no  subsequent  appointment  has  been  made; 
but  it  seems  proper  that  this  should  be  done. 

Edward  Simpson,  on  whose  bond  the  money  was  lent,  died  about  IG  years 
ago  ; before  his  death,  he  disposed  of  his  property  by  deed  of  gift,  to  his  three 
sons,  John,  George  and  William  Simpson,  who  now  live  together,  and  state, 
that  they  hold  themselves  jointly  liable  to  the  payment  of  their  father’s  bond. 
They  distribute  the  interest,  amounting,  at  four  and  a half  per  cent,  to  1 /.  7.?.  per 
annum,  annually,  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  in  small  sums  amongst  poor  persons 
of  this  township. 

TO'.VNSHIP  OF  WHITTLE-LE-WOODS. 


School. 

Whittle-le-Woods.  By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  10th  and  11th  December, 

1769,  between  Sir  Frank  Standish,  baronet,  and  Samuel  Crooke,  esquire,  lords 

School.  of  the  manor  of  the  township  of  Whittle-le-Woods,  of  the  one  part ; and  Robert 
Parker,  Peter  Brooke,  esquires,  Ralph  Lowe  and  Samuel  Crooke,  of  the  other 
part;  the  parties  of  the  first  part  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  a piece  of  ground,  then  staked  out,  situate  in  a place  in  Whittle-le- 
Woods,  called  Waterhouse  Green,  containing  196  square  yards,  of  the  measure 
there  used,  part  of  the  waste  grounds  within  Whittle-le-Woods,  on  which  said 
piece  of  ground  a school  or  school-house  was  intended  to  be  built,  on  trust,  that 
they  should  erect  upon  the  said  piece  of  ground,  a good  substantial  school  or 
school-house,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  such 
poor  children  of  either  sex,  belonging  to  or  residing  w’ithin  the  township  of 
Whittle-le-Woods,  as  should  be  sent  thither  to  be  taught,  and  wdiose  parents  should 
not  be  able  to  pay  for  their  children's  learning  ; and  also  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing such  other  children  belonging  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
said  township,  as  should  be  sent  to  the  said  school ; but  to  the  further  intent, 
that  the  schoolmaster  who  should  be  nominated  to  teach  in  the  said  school,  should 
not  receive  from  the  poor  parents  of  any  child,  any  fee  or  reward  whatever,  for 
such  poor  child’s  learning  ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  the  trustees  should, 
within  six  months  after  the  finishing  of  the  said  school-house,  nominate  a fit  per- 
son to  teach  in  the  said  school ; and  that  they  and  the  future  trustees  should  have 
pow'er  to  displace,  from  time  to  time,  any  such  schoolmaster,  in  case  he  should 
neglect  or  be  remiss,  or  in  anywise  misbehave  himself  in  his  duty,  and  choose 
another  in  his  stead  ; provided  that  when  three  of  the  trustees  should  be  dead, 
the  survivors  should  elect  three  or  more  ])ersons  (to  make  up  the  number  six) 
to  be  trustees  with  the  survivors,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever;  and  that 
a conveyance  of  the  premises  should  be  made  aceordingly,  the  expense  of  which, 
and  also  of  repairing  the  school-house,  from  time  to  time,  w'as  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  produce  of  such  charitable  donations  as  should  thereafter  be  made 
for  the  support  of  the  said  school. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  31st  January  1770,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery, 
betw’een  Samuel  Crooke,  of  Leyland,  of  the  one  part ; and  Sir  Frank 
Standish,  baronet,  Samuel  Crooke,  of  Whittle-le-Woods,  Robert  Parker,  Peter 
Brooke,  and  Ralj)h  Lowe,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Samuel 
Crooke,  of  Leyland,  \vas  minded  to  establish  a school,  within  the  township  of 
Whittle  le-Woods,  as  thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  reciting,  that  by  a bond, 
bearing  date  the  said  3 1st  January,  the  said  Samuel  Crooke,  of  Leyland,  had 
become  bound  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  executors,  in  the 
sum  of  440/.  with  condition  for  the  payment  of  220/.  with  interest,  at  the  rate 
of  4/.  lOi'.  per  cent,  on  31st  January  then  next ; it  w’as  witnessed,  that  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  and  for  the  appointing  the  payment  and  application  of  the 
said  principal  money,  and  the  interest  to  grow  due  on  the  said  bond,  it  was 
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agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  should 
stand  possessed  of  the  said  principal  sum  of  220/.  and  the  interest  thereof,  upon 
trust,  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  a purchase  of  lands,  or  to  place  out  the  same 
at  interest,  on  some  real,  personal,  or  government  security,  as  they  should  think 
proper,  such  purchase  or  securities  to  be  taken  in  the  names  of  the  trustees, 
upon  trust,  that  they  should  dispose  of  the  rents  of  such  lands,  or  the  interest 
of  the  said  220/.  to  the  use  of  a fit  person,  to  be  elected  by  the  said  trustees,  or 
their  successors,  to  teach  and  officiate  in  a school,  intended  to  be  built  on  Water- 
house  green,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts, 
such  poor  children  of  either  sex,  belonging  to  and  residing  within  the  township 
of  Whittle-le-Woods,  as  should  be  sent  thither  to  be  instructed,  and  whose 
parents  should  be  unable  to  pay  for  their  children’s  learning  ; and  it  was  declared, 
that  the  yearly  proceeds  of  the  said  220/.  should  be  paid  to  the  use  of  the  person 
who  should  be  so  elected  for  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  in  the  said  intended  school, 
as  his  salary,  the  expense  of  repairing  the  said  school  and  of  the  convey- 
ances from  time  to  time,  being  first  deducted  ; with  a power  for  appointing  new 
trustees,  similar  to  that  contained  in  the  before  mentioned  deed. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity,  was  by  deed,  bearing  date 
11th  August  1804.  Of  the  trustees  then  appointed.  Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton, 
baronet,  and  Robert  Townley  Parker,  esquire,  are  now  the  survivors. 

Shortly  after  the  execution  of  the  above  abstracted  deeds,  a school,  with 
a schoolmaster’s  house  adjoining  to  it,  was  built  by  subscription,  in  the  township 
of  Whittle-le-Woods.  The  house,  which  has  been  lately  repaired  at  the  expense 
of  the  schoolmaster,  is  let  by  him,  with  two  rooms  over  the  school-room,  to  a 
yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  4/.  19 5.  per  annum. 

The  sum  of  220/.  above  mentioned,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Philip 
Hoghton,  who  has  given  his  promissory  note  for  the  same,  at  the  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  and  the  annual  sum  of  11/.  is  paid  by  him  to  the  schoolmaster. 

In  respect  of  these  emoluments,  the  sclioolmaster  affords  instruction,  in 
reading  and  writing,  to  such  of  the  poor  children  of  the  township,  boys  or  girls, 
as  are  sent  by  their  parents  to  the  school. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (September  1825)  there  were  14  poor  children  in 
the  school,  but  there  is  usually  a larger  number  in  the  winter  season.  The 
schoolmaster  is  allowed  to  admit  into  the  school  children  of  farmers,  and  of 
poor  persons  of  neighbouring  places,  for  whose  education  he  is  paid. 


Wli;ttle-le-Woods. 


School, 

continued. 


Charities  of  Reynold  and  Peter  Burscough. 

The  particulars  of  these  donations,  in  respect  of  which  this  township  is  entitled  Charities  ot 
to  the  annual  sum  of  81.  have  already  been  detailed  in  our  account  of  the  chari-  Reynold  and  Peter 
ties  of  the  township  of  Cuerden.  Of  that  sum  (which  is  received  by  the  overseer  • 

from  the  owners  of  the  great  tithes),  one  moiety  is  distributed  on  Good  Friday, 
by  the  churchwarden,  overseer  and  other  inhabitants,  amongst  such  of  the  poor 
of  the  township  as  do  not  receive  constant  relief,  in  sums,  varying  from 
5s.  to  Is. 

The  other  moiety  is  distributed,  together  with  8s.  being  the  interest  of 
Pincock’s  charity,  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  in  like  manner, 
and  amongst  a similar  description  of  persons.  A regular  account  has  been  kept 
of  these  distributions  since  the  year  1818. 


Frith’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  charity,  under  which  there  is  a small  almshouse  in  Frith’s  Chanty, 
this  township,  and  the  poor  are  entitled  to  an  annual  sum  of  105.  have  been 
stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Chorley,  in  the  present 
Report. 

Pincock’s  Charity. 

It  appears  from  an  entry  of  the  date  of  I762,  in  a book  belonging  to  this  Pincock's  Charity, 
township,  that  Richard  Fincoclc  gave  by  will,  10/.  the  interest  whereof,  after 
the  rate  of  4 per  cent,  he  directed  should  be  distributed  on  every  Christmas 
day,  amongst  poor  persons  having  no  relief  from  the  said  township. 

This  sum  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Ralph  Clayton,  esq.  who  pays  85.  as  the 
interest  of  it.  We  have  already  stated  in  the  above  account  of  Burscough’s 
charity,  the  mode  in  which  the  interest  is  distributed. 
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PARISH  OF  PENWORTHAM. 

School. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  22d  September,  6 Edward  VI. 
Christopher  V/alton  granted  to  John  Fleetwood,  Peter  Farington,  James 
Forshaw,  and  10  others,  and  their  heirs,  all  his  messuages,  burgages,  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  in  the  townships  of  Kirkham,  Kellamergh  and 
Preston,  in  the’  county  of  Lancaster,  then  in  the  occupation  of  several  persons 
therein  mentioned,  at  rents  amounting  in  the  whole  to  four  marks  and  two- 
pence, to  the  uses  declared  in  a writing  annexed  to  that  deed. 

By  the  writing  annexed,  it  was  declared  that  the  feoffees  should  stand  seised 
of  the  said  premises,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  apply  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof  towards  the  maintenance  of  one  meet  and  able  person,  being  sufficiently 
learned  in  the  science  of  grammar  to  keep  a grammar  school,  who  should  teach 
as  well  all  such  young  children  coming  to  him  to  be  taught  in  the  “ Absay, 
catechism,  primer,  accidence,  pervely,”  as  all  other  scholars  which  should  be 
disposed  to  be  taught  in  grammar,  and  that  such  person  should  take  no  wages, 
commonly  called  Schoolhire,  of  any  child  or  scholar  dwelling  within  the  parish 
of  Penwortham,  except  cock-pence,  and  those  to  be  paid  twice  in  the  year  ; 
and  that  the  said  grammar  school  should  be  continually  kept  at  some  con- 
venient place  within  the  parish  of  Penwortham,  by  the  appointment  of  the 
feoffees,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  should  be  elected  at  all  times  when  need 
should  require  by  the  feoffees,  and  that  they  for  any  cause  they  thought 
reasonable,  should  have  power  to  discharge  the  schoolmaster  from  his  ser- 
vice, and  to  appoint  another ; and  that  as  often  as  there  should  be  no  more 
than  four  feoffees  living,  they  should,  within  three  months,  make  a new  feoffment 
of  the  said  premises  to  two  persons,  on  condition  to  re-enfeoff  the  said 
four  feoffees,  and  other  persons,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  inhabiting  within 
the  parish  of  Penwortham,  to  be  named  by  the  said  four  feoffees,  whereof 
the  heir  of  the  said  John  Fleetwood,  being  owner  of  the  chief  house  of  Pen- 
wortham, should  be  one;  the  heir  of  the  said  Peter  Farington,  being  owner  of 
the  chief  house  in  Farington,  another;  and  the  heir  of  the  said  James  Forshaw, 
being  owner  of  his  chief  house  in  Penwortham,  another ; the  two  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  of  Penwortham  for  the  time  being,  always  being  of 
counsel  at  the  appointing  of  the  said  feoffees  ; and  so  from  time  to  time,  when- 
ever the  number  of  feoffees  should  be  reduced  to  four  : Provided,  that  if  the 

feoffees  should  alien,  sell  or  convert  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
their  own  use,  or  to  any  other  use  but  that  above  expressed,  whereby  a school- 
master could  not  be  maintained,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  king,  within  one 
year  after  such  alienation  or  alteration  of  the  said  use,  to  appoint  for  that  time 
a schoolmaster,  to  teach  a grammar  school  at  Penwortham,  and  to  have  the 
stipend  thereof. 

A trust  deed,  dated  in  l606,  comprises  not  only  the  property  at  Kirkham, 
Kellamergh  and  Preston,  under  the  same  general  description  as  in  the  before 
mentioned  deed,  but  also  lands  in  the  townships  of  Longton  and  Hutton,  which 
are  there  stated  to  have  been  granted  to  the  free  school  of  Penwortham  by 
Christopher  Walton  and  John  Walton,  his  son  and  heir. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  was  made  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  IQth  and  20th  April  1805,  whereby  John  Grimshaw  and 
William  Cross,  to  whom  the  trust  premises  had  been  conveyed  by  the  Rev. 
William  Loxliam,  Thomas  Loxham,  William  Mavvdesley,  and  William  Charnley, 
the  surviving  trustees  of  this  charity,  on  trust,  to  reconvey  them  to  the  sur- 
viving and  the  newly  appointed  trustees,  conveyed  to  James  Barton  and 
Lawrence  Rawstorne,  esqrs.  the  said  Rev.  William  Loxham,  Thomas  Loxham, 
William  Mawdesley,  and  William  Charnley,  and  to  John  Bickerstaff,  John 
Breakell,  Arthur  Dawson,  John  Haydock,  John  Moss,  and  John  Southworth, 
and  their  heirs,  the  property  of  the  charity,  by  the  description  of  all  those 
several  messuages,  burgages,  tenements,  lands  and  hereditaments,  situate  in 
Kirkham,  Kellamergh,  Preston,  Longton  and  Hutton,  formerly  the  inheritance 
of  Christopher  Walton,  in  trust,  that  all  the  said  premises,  and  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  should  be  employed  to  the  use  of  the  master  of  the  said  free- 
school,  according  to  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  feoffment  of  22d 
September,  6 Edward  VI. 

Of  these  trustees,  Lawrence  Rawstorne,  John  Bickerstaff,  John  Breakell, 
Arthur  Dawson,  John  Haydock,  and  John  Moss,  are  now  living. 

The  school  is  situate  in  the  township  of  Hutton,  in  this  parish.  rpi 
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The  following  Rental  contains  a Statement  of  the  Property  of  the  Charity. 


Wliere  Situate. 


'I’owtl  of 
PkE8TON 

Fisliergate 


■Church-street 


Name  of  Lessee. 


[ Albert-Street 


0 Church-street 


North  Road 
and  Spring 
I Gardens. 


Church-street 


Robert  Sumnor 


William  Ascroft 


Alice  Spencer 


John  Moss,  now 
Thomas  Walton. 


Matthew  Procter 

li.  R.  Travers, 
esquire. 

T.  Wilson,  as 
trustee  for  the 
daugliiers  of  the 
late  Lawrence 
Ruwstorne,  esq. 


Description  of 
Premises. 


Ralph  Houlding, 

now Shake- 

shaft  and  Mrs. 
Guv. 


Thomas  Riley 


S.  Crane 


Henry  Heaton  - 


A bouse  and  out- 
building?. 


An  inn,  called 
the  Horse  Shoe, 
with  a house, shop, 
yard  and  garden 
adjoining. 

Five  cottages, 
stable,  shippon 
and  garden. 

An  inn,  called 
the  Blue  Bell, with 
out-buildiiigs,  and 
13  cottages,  yards 
and  gardens. 

A house,  with 
out-buildings. 

A house  and  gar- 
den. 

A house  and  gar- 
den. 


22  parcels  of 
land,  formerly  a 
garden,  called 
Holmes’s  Garden, 
and  included  in 
the  same  lease  as 
thelast-mentioned 
premises,  but  now 
let  on  building 
leases. 

A plotofgroiintl, 
containing  13  | 
perches,  upon 
wdiicli  have  been 
built  a public- 
house,  called  the 
Mol}’  Lamb,  and 
several  other 
houses  and  build- 

in  oj. 

Eight  parcels  of 
land,  let  on  build- 
ing leases. 


A parcel  of  land, 
formerly  a part  of 
Glue  Croft,  con- 
taining 6’4  square 
yards. 

D®  part  of  d®, 
contain^  51  yards 
and 

D®  part  of  d®, 
containing  67  d®. 


999  years  from 
1818. 


99  years  from 
1818. 


50  years  from 
1818. 


41  years  from 
2d  Feb.  1812. 


Yearly  tenant  - 

27  years  from 
1805. 

38  years  from 
1804,  being  the 
residue  of  a term 
of  51  years,  com- 
mencing in  1791- 

999  veais  from 
1822.  ” 


QQQ  years  from 
1796'. 


Rent. 


999  years  from 
1823. 


£.  j.  d. 
20  - - 


51 


Estimated 
.Annual  \ aluc. 


£.  s.  d. 
50  - - 


190 


42 


— 1 Good  rent 


go  - -150  - - 


23  - - 


25  - - 


6 6- 


75  6 8A 


Good  rent 


30 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The  lessee  covenanted 
to  lay  out  1,000  f.  in 
erecting  a new  dwel- 
ling-house, &c.  which 
he  has  performed. 

The  lessee  covenanted 
to  take  down  old  build- 
ings, and  erect  a new 
house,  at  the  expense 
of  800/.  which  he  has 
performed. 

The  tenant  has  laid 
out  more  than  200/.  on 
these  premises. 

The  lessee  covenanted 
to  take  down  part  of 
the  buildings,  and  to 
expend  400/.  in  erect- 
ing new  ones,  which  he 
has  done. 


The  tenant  has  laid 
out  money  on  the  pre- 
mises. 


The  names  of  the 
lessees,  the  quantities 
of  these  parcels,  the 
number  of  houses  built 
on  them, and  their  rents, 
will  be  stated  at  the 
end  of  this  rental. 


14  14  - - - The  lessee  covenant- 

ed to  build  within  the 
two  first  years  three  houses  of  the  yearly 
value  of  20/.  and  (iuring  the  first  20  years 
other  buildings,  making  the  whole  premises 
worth  30/.  per  annum.  About  4,000/.  has 
been  laid  out  in  erecting  buildings  on  this 
land,  the  rents  of  which  are  more  than  300/. 
per  annum. 

99  3 - - - The  names  of  the 

lessees,  the  quantities 
of  these  parcels,  and  the  number  of  houses, 
and  their  respective  rents,  will  be  stated  at 
the  end  of  the  rental. 

These  three  small  par- 
I cels  form  gardens  to 
j the  adjoining  houses, 
of  which  the  lessees  are 
owners.  The  rents  are 
I calculated  at  2 d.  per 
j square  yard  ; and  it  has 
j been  proposed  to  grant 
I leases  of  them  for  999 
! years,  at  those  rents. 


- 10  8 


-87 


- 11  2 


Good 

rents. 


(coitiinued.) 
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Where  Situnte. 


Town  of  Preston 
— continticd. 

Fishergate- 

lane. 


Township  of 
Kirkham. 


Name  of  Lessee. 


John  Smitli 


William  Cross  - 


Nicholas  Grim- 
shaw. 


Samuel  Ilonocks, 
esquire. 


John  Taylor 


William  Dobson 


Earl  of  Derby  - 


Description  of 
Premises. 


A close,  called 
Brow  Field,  coii- 
laiiiing  o,6TO  sq. 
yards. 

A close,  called 
the  Little  Aven- 
bam,  containing 
by  estimation 
1a.  ti'  26  V.  sta- 
tute measure. 


A close,  calh  d 
Flat fo! til  Dale,  or 
Salter  L ine  Croft, 
coot"  1a.  <?l’  ILr. 
statute  nieasure. 


Term. 


900  years  from 
1802. 


Rent. 


£.  s.  d. 


10  - - 


y'D9  years  from 
I8O0. 


A close,  called  | 
the  Furtlier  I>ride- 
well,  toniaining 
3a.  2 11.  20p.  sta- 
tute measure. 


A close,  called 
Bradley  Mea- 
rlow,  containing 
3 R.  ik  23  p.  sta- 
tute measuie. 


A close,  called 
WinderCro:t,coii- 
taiiiiiiii  2r.&  22p. 
statute  measuie. 


A plot  of  ground, 
on  the  south  side 
and  east  end  of  stabling  built  by 
the  le.ssee,  cotUaining  in  front 
towards  the  east  6 yards,  and  to- 
wards the  south  13  yaids;  to- 
wards the  north  13  vards,  and 


towards  tiie  west  10  f vards. 


The  heirs  of  Ed- 
mund Stanley, 
esquire. 


The  heirs  of  John 
IMyers,  esquire. 


T.  Langton  now 
Joseph  Langton. 


Joseph  Hornby - 


Lands  or  rents 
issuing  out  of 
lands. 


Lands  or  rents 
issuing  out  of 
lands. 


A close,  called 
Old  Earth,  2a.  I'v: 
2 R.  cii.stomary 
measure  of  7 A 
yanls;  a close, 
called  the  Head- 
less Cross,  1 A. 
3r.  10  p.  (1°;  a 
close,  called  the 
Bottoms,  1 A.  3 R. 
2 p.  d°. 


Four  cottages 
ami  gardens,  in 
Freckleton-street,  an  t two  closes, 
called  the  Nearer  and  Further 
Ihornton’s  Nook,  containing  to- 
gether 3a.  lu.  33p.  d°;  a close, 
called  the  Moor  Hey,  I a.  3r.35p. 
d®;  d®,  called  Druce  Meadow, 
39 p.  cl®;  d®,  oalled  the  Taun- 
brick,  2a.  lu.  37p.  d®;  ci°,  called 
the  Moor  Croft,  2r.  d";  d®,  call- 
ed the  Brickfield,  1a.  2r.  1()P.  d°. 


OQp  years  from 
1805.” 


Vearly  tenant  - 


Yearly  tenant 


20  - - 


6 - - 


5 5 


- 3 


I’stiinated 
Annual  Value 


5.  d. 


Good  rent 


D® 


80  years  from 
1760,  determina- 
able  on  the  death  of  the  survivor  of 
the  late  Edward  Earl  Derby,  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  99  years  from 
tlie  death  ol  sucli  survivor.  Both  the 
earl  and  counfess  died  in  1776'. 


999  j ears  from 
1 805. 


2 - - 


- 17  - 


D® 


31  10  - 


73  10  - 


OTiSERVATlONS. 


See  observations  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the 
Report. 


I 


Two  cottages  were  i 
existing  at  the  lime  01  ' 
the  granting  the  lease,  r 
and  two  liave  since  ' 
been  built  by  the  ♦ 
lessee. 
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Where  Situate. 

Name  of  Lc3,-see. 

Re'cription  cf 

Term. 

1 Bent. 

I 

Estimated 

Premises. 

Annual  \ alue. 

1 

1 

j £.  s.  fl. 

£.  S.  cl. 

Township  of 

Ualpli  Clayton 

Two  parcels  of 

31  years  from 

i 2 - - 

5 - ~ 

Longtox. 

and  Joiin  Eeilden. 

! 

land,  iti  the  town 
held  of  Longton, 
containing  lu.  N: 
20  p.  customary 
measure ; one 

close,  called  the 
Great  Acre,  1a. 
3 u.  20  p.  d“. 

5 Feb.  1805. 

,,  . 1 

Jiopresentatives  j 

A close,  called 

21  years  from 

3 - - 

Good  rent 

of  John  South-  | 

the  Fools,  1 A.  3ii. 

2 Feb.  1812. 

worth.  1 

ISp.  statute  tnea- 

1 

1 

j 

sure. 

1 

Thomas  Garstang  ' 

House,  cottages. 

99  years  from 

20  - - 

75  ~ - 

and 

garden  and  land. 

27  July  1821. 

William  Clarkson. 

Henrv  Spencer  - 

House,  barn. 

21  years  from 

15  - - 

Good  rent 

gardt  n,  and  close 

2 Feb.  1812. 

adjoining  thereto  ; a close,  called 

the  Roscow  ; 

two  closes,  called 

the  East  Ret 

Doles,  and  the 

Cocker  Eurlong;  atid  a close,  on 

Longton  Moot 

, conlaining  in  the 

whole  5.\.  lu. 

33p.  statute  mea- 

sure,  with  a cowgate  and  a lialf, 
and  one-sixteenlli  of  a cowgate, 
in  Longton  jMarsh. 

Tliomas  IJindle 

Three  cottages. 

41  years  from 

4 - - 

6 - - 

with  a garden. 

12  May  I8I7. 

John  Ta\  lor 

A close,  called 

Under  an  agree- 

3 - - 

Good  rent 

the  Bank  Field, 

ment  for  a lease 

containing  4 a. 

of  7 or  11  years. 

1 11.  7 P.  statute 

at  the  ojrtion  of 

measure. 

the  tenaiU,  from 
2d  Feb.  1825. 

Richard  Moss  - 

P.irt  of  a close, 

21  jears  from 

3 3 - 

4 - - 

called  Reed  1 lead, 

2 Feb.  !812. 

with  a plot, 

consisting  of  two 

butts,  situate  on  the  east  side  of 
a close,  called  Stone,  containing 

altogether  2 a 

2n.  13p.  statute 

measure. 

William  Swift  - 

A plot  of ground, 

2 1 years  fro.m 

3 3 - 

6 — — 

formerly  the  site 
of  a cottage,  wiili 
a garden. 

2 Feb.  1815. 

Township  of 

Richard  Breakell 

Two  closes, call- 

21  years  from 

5 - - 

Good  rent 

Hutton. 

ed  the  Chapel 

2 Feb.  ISO7. 

Lands,  containing  together  9 a. 
2 ti.  13  P.  statute  measure,  one 
moiety  of  which  belongs  to  Long- 

ton  chapel,  th 

e whole  being  let  at 

1 the  rent  of  10/.  per  annum. 

! 

OBSERVATIONS. 


The  lessees  covenant- 
ed to  lay  out  200Z.  in 
new  buildings;  which 
they  have  done. 

The  lessee  covenanted 
to  build  a workshop 
and  shippon,  which  he 
has  done. 


It  is  stated  in  the 
lease,  that  one  of  the 
cottages  had  been  late- 
ly built  by  the  lessee, 
and  the  other  two  re- 
paired by  him. 


The  lessee  covenanted 
to  build  a cottage  and 
workshop,  with  a room 
over,  which  he  has 
done. 


There  is  also  a close  in  Hutton,  called  the  Reed  Acre,  containing  2 a.  2 u.  27v.  statute  measure,  which  was  in  the 
occupation  of  Rev.  Thomas  ^Vhitehead,  late  sdioolmaster,  and  since  his  death  has  been  occupied  by  his  widow,  the 
mother  of  the  present  temporary  schoolmaster.  No  rent  has  hitherto  been  paid  for  this  close;  but  it  is  proposed 
that  it  shall  be  let  in  future.  Estimated  to  be  worth  2/.  per  annum. 

There  is  also  a school-house  in  Hutton,  with  a garden,  two  orchards,  and  a croft,  containing  in  the  whole 
2 a.  3r.  12  V.  statute  measure,  late  in  the  possession  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  now  of  his  widow. 

x\lso,  two  pews  in  Longton  chapel,  belonging  to  Hutton  school. 

The  annual  value  of  the  houses,  See.  as  Stated  in  the  rental,  is  estimated  upon  the  supposition  of  their  being  let 
subject  to  the  landlord’s  doing  the  external  repairs  of  the  buildings,  and  the  tenants  doing  the  intern?.!  repairs,  and 
paying  the  taxes.  The  rents  of  the  closes  leased  for  terms  of  999  years,  are  considered  to  be  the  full  annual  value 
thereof,  if  let  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation  only. 
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particulars  of  BUILDING  LAND  in  Albert-stieet,  North  Road,  and  Spring  Gardens,  in  the  Town  of 

Preston,  let  for  Terms  of  999  Years. 


LESSEES. 


now 


Albert-street. 

Thomas  Troughtoti 
John  Hoghton 
John  Sedgwick 
Rev.  — Pearson  - 


James  Lunt  - 
William  Townley 
Francis  Battersbye 
Henry'Oldham  - 
Henry  Oldham 
Thomas  Williamson 
Rev.  John  Harrison, 
Mrs.  Harrison 
D“ 

D» 


George  Riley 

Elizabeth  Scott  • 

Peter  Dobson 
John  Mayor 
Thomas  Townley 
Ellen  Butcher 
John  Robinson 
Mary  Heaps 
John  Ainslie 
Andrew  Ogle 


North  Road. 

Representatives  of  James\ 


Nmnber  of  snpeificial 
Square  Yards. 


-} 


552  at  3(1.  per  yard 
530  at  d"--- 
183  at  2 W.  - - 

193  at  d*  - - - 


2+5  at  d“  - - - 

437  lit  ri“  - - - 

251  at  d“  - - - 

87  at  d"  - - - 

vS8  at  d“  - - - 

1 ,07  1 at  2 J.  - - - 

290  at  d“  - - - 

yi  at  d°  - - - 


543  at  d”  • 
478  at  3 d. 
158  at  2^<I. 
561  at  d“ 
186  at  d° 

41 1 at  d“ 

99  at  d" 

92  at  d" 
335  at  d" 
285  at  d“ 
225  at  d“ 


636 


Rothwell 


-J 


Richard  Brettargh 
James  Cheetham  - 
D" 

William  Woodcock 
Ralph  Dixon 
William  Malley  - 


Spring  Gardens. 

Charles  Albert 
W'illiam  Toulmin 


1,165  at  4 ^ rf. 


472  at  3 4(i. 

900  at  d“  - 
281  :J-  d“  ■ 
684  at  d'  - 

1,355  at  d"  - 

330  at  d”  ■ 


1,189  at  3 ic/.  - 

i 1 9 5 feet 


RENT. 


£. 

6 

5 

1 

2 


s,  d. 


18 

10 

18 


11  - 

11  - 


2 12  3 


- 18 
- 18 


4 T 
^ 2 


8 18  6 


2 8 
- 15 


4 114 

7 12  5 

5 16  10 
1 18  9 
4 5 7 

1 - 7 
- 19  2 
399 

2194 

2 13  6 


75  6 8 J 


21  16  10 


£. 


6 

13 

4 

9 


17 

2 

2 

19 


19  15  2 

4 16  4 


17  - - 

1 14  10 
99  5 - 


Number  of 
Houses  built 
since  the  Leases 
granted. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


9 
6 
2 

This  lease  is  not  yet  e.xecuted. 
The  plot  of  land  lies  in  front  of 
a Dissenting  Meeting  House,  but  it  is  intended 
that  the  rent  shall  be  charged  upon  the  Meet- 
ing House. 

4 
7 


10 


20  These  three  lots  are  included  in 

one  lease,  ;it  one  entire  rent. 
The  lessee  covenanted  to  build  20  housesonthe 
first  lot,  four  on  the  second,  and  one  house  on 
the  third  ; he  built  20  houses  011  the  first  lot, 
but  lias  since  died,  and  no  houses  have  yet 
been  built  on  the  two  otiier  lots. 


It  was  agreed  with  Mr.’  Roth- 
well, who  has  died  lately,  that 
this  lot  siiould  be  enjoyed  as  gardens  bv  the 
owm  is  of  10  houses  adjoining  to  it,  belong- 
ingtohim,  ami  that  the  rent  at  4 \d.  per  yard 
should  be  charged  upon  those  houses,  but 
this  agreement  is  not  completed,  and  the 
lease  is  not  yet  granted. 

Stables,  &c.  I 

« 1 
7 
1 


r \Vorkshop 
< and  Tim- 
[ ber-yard. 


12 

1 


No  bouses  have  yet  been  built 
on  this  lot.  The  lime  allowed 
by  the  lease  for  that  purpose  has 
not  yet  expired. 
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We  cannot  learn  that  the  trustees  of  this  school  have  ever  been  possessed 
of  any  property  in  Kellamergh,  although  in  the  above  abstracted  deeds,  a part 
of  the  lands  is  stated  to  be  situate  in  that  township. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  various  portions  of  the  trust  estates  have  been  let 
for  the  extraordinary  period  of  999  years,  and  the  leases  of  that  description 
have  been  granted,  not  only  for  the  purposes  of  building,  but  also  as  mere 
agricultural  leases,  without  any  covenants  for  building  on  the  part  of  the 
lessees. 

This  mode  of  letting,  as  far  as  regards  building  leases,  has  been  continued 
to  a late  date,  but  all  the  other  leases,  for  terms  of  this  extent,  were  granted 
previously  to  the  last  appointment  of  trustees  in  1805.  With  respect  to  the 
former,  it  is  stated,  that  land  in  the  town  of  Preston  intended  for  building,  be- 
longing to  individuals,  is  usually  granted  in  fee  simple,  subject  to  a fixed  ground 
rent,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  dispose  of  the  lands  of  that  description,  be- 
longing to  the  charity,  unless  an  interest  in  them  were  granted,  equivalent  to 
a fee  simple  ; and  a certificate  has  been  transmitted  to  us  from  four  builders, 
and  two  surveyors,  of  Preston,  stating,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  owners  of 
lands  there,  cannot  obtain  a full  building  rent,  unless  they  grant  such  lands 
for  ever,  subject  to  a perpetual  ground  rent,  which  may  be  bought  out  at 
20  years  purchase,  or  on  leases  for  999  years,  subject  to  an  annual  ground 
rent. 

The  trustees  do  not  appear  to  have  tried  the  experiment  of  offering  to  let 
the  lands  set  out  by  them  for  building,  on  leases  for  99  years,  under  which,  if 
the  ground  rent  should  be  (as  might  be  expected)  smaller  than  where  the 
whole  interest  in  the  land  is  granted,  yet  the  property  would  probably  at  a 
future  time  be  much  increased  in  value,  instead  of  being  incapable  of  any 
further  improvement.  At  all  events,  we  apprehend  that  the  trustees  had  no 
authority  thus  to  alienate  the  property  for  a term  equivalent  to  a perpetuity  ; and 
that  although  it  may  not  under  the  circumstances  be  expedient,  that  measures 
should  be  taken  for  questioning  the  validity  of  these  leases,  upon  the  faith  of 
which  large  sums  have  been  expended  in  building,  and  which  have  certainly 
greatly  increased  the  income  of  the  charity,  it  will  be  a prudent  course  for  the 
trustees  in  future,  to  grant  building  leases  of  such  an  extent  only,  as  shall  have 
received  the  sanction  of  a court  of  equity. 

With  regard  to  the  leases  for  900  years,  and  999  years,  which  have  been 
granted  without  any  covenants  for  building,  we  apprehend  it  to  be  clear,  that 
they  cannot  be  supported.  We  have  before  stated,  that  the  present  rents, 
reserved  upon  these  leases,  are  considered  to  amount  to  the  full  annual  value 
of  the  respective  lands,  if  considered  merely  as  fit  for  cultivation  ; but  we  are 
informed,  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  lands  at  Preston  thus  demised, 
have  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  that  town,  become  well  calculated  for 
building,  and  might  in  this  manner  be  made  much  more  profitable  to  the  charity. 
We  think  therefore,  that  the  trustees  should  endeavour  to  come  to  an  adjust- 
ment with  the  holders  of  the  leases  of  the  last  mentioned  description,  for 
cancelling  them,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  equitable,  both  towards  the  charity, 
and  the  respective  lessees  ; and  from  the  communications  we  have  received 
from  the  gentlemen  interested  in  these  leases,  we  are  induced  to  think  that 
such  arrangement  may  be  made,  without  its  being  necessary  to  have  recourse 
to  adverse  proceedings ; but  if  the  attempt  should  fail,  we  conceive  that 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  for  setting  aside  the  leases  in  a court  of  equity. 

A lease  of  the  premises  which  are  now  held  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  in 
trust,  for  the  daughters  of  the  late  Mr.  Rawstorne,  and  of  the  garden,  called 
Holmes’s  Garden,  containing  one  acre  customary  measure,  was  granted  by 
the  trustees,  in  1738,  to  the  present  Colonel  Rawstorne’s  grandfather,  for  a 
term  of  46  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  1/.  10  5.  the  lessee  covenanting  to 
lay  out  150/.  in  new  buildings. 

In  1763,  another  lease  of  the  same  premises  was  granted  to  the  late  Law- 
rence Rawstorne,  esq.  for  51  years  from  thence  next  ensuing,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  4 /.  with  a covenant  to  repair.  Mr.  Rawstorne  appears  to  have  been 
appointed  a trustee  of  this  charity  in  1773.  In  the  existing  lease,  w'hich  is 
dated  in  1804,  the  lease  of  1763,  is  recited;  and  it  is  further  recited,  that 
Lawrence  Rawstorne,  the  lessee  under  that  lease,  had  in  1791  agreed  with  the 
trustees  for  a a surrender  of  that  lease,  and  for  a new  term  for  51  years,  from 
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1st  May  1791,  but  that  no  lease  had  been  executed,  and  that  he  had  died  in 
December  1803,  and  had  devised  his  interest  in  the  premises  for  the  benefit  of  his 
widow  and  daughters  ; and  the  trustees  thereby  demised  the  premises  to  Thomas 
Wilson,  for  38  years  from  1st  May  then  last,  in  trust  for  the  widow  and  four 
daughters  of  the  said  Lawrence  Rawstorne,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  12  /.  12  6'.  the 
amount  of  which  appears  from  a memorandum,  to  have  been  fixed  by  a sur- 
veyor about  the  time  of  the  agreement.  Mrs.  Rawstorne,  the  widow,  has  died 
lately.  It  is  stated,  that  within  the  last  few'  years  considerable  imj^rovements 
have  been  made  in  these  premises  at  the  tenant’s  expense ; and  as  the  value  of 
them  has  been  much  increased  by  the  making  of  the  new'  street,  called  North 
Road,  which  extends  along  the  whole  length  of  the  back  part  of  them,  w'e  are 
informed  by  a surveyor,  that  it  is  probable  they  will  be  worth  100/.  per  annum, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  in  their  present  state,  and  that  by  the  expenditure 
of  a moderate  sum  in  the  alteration  of  the  buildings,  and  by  letting  a portion 
of  them  on  building  leases,  they  may  possibly  be  made  to  produce  from  I70/. 
to  200/.  j)er  annum.  In  the  year  1822,  an  agreement  was  made  betw'een  the 
trustees  and  Mrs.  Rawstorne,  that  Holmes’s  garden  should  be  let  in  lots  on 
building  leases,  for  999  years  ; that  the  rent  reserved  in  the  lease  of  1804-, 
should  be  reduced  one  half,  and  that  one  moiety  of  the  rents  reserved  on  the 
building  leases  to  be  granted,  should  be  received  by  the  lessee  during  the  re- 
sidue of  the  term  of  38  years,  and  the  other  by  the  trustees.  In  pursuance  of 
this  agreement,  this  parcel  of  land  has  been  divided  into  22  lots,  forming  the 
street  called  Albert-street,  and  let  as  stated  in  the  rental,  at  rents  amounting 
to  7*5 per  annum,  one  moiety  of  which,  being  37/.  136.  ‘l\d.  is  paid 
over  to  the  persons  interested  under  the  lease  of  1804. 

The  plot  of  ground  now  held  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  is  of  small  extent,  but  is 
stated  to'be  of  great  convenience  to  his  Lordship’s  premises,  w'hich  adjoin  to  it. 
There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  reason  for  granting  so  long  a term,  as 
that  comprised  in  the  lease  of  this  small  plot,  in  I7OO. 

An  old  house  belonging  to  the  charity,  formerly  stood  in  Church-street, 
which  it  was  thought  advisable  to  pull  dow'n,  in  order  to  make  an  entrance 
to  the  intended  new'  building  in  North  road.  This  house  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  James  Dandy,  and  the  back  part  of  the  yard,  on  w'hich  w'ere  situate  two 
cottages,  a cellar  and  a size-house,  belonged  to  him,  comprising  about  850 
square  yards  of  land.  The  acquisition  of  Mr.  Dandy’s  premises  being  neces- 
sary to  complete  this  entrance,  it  was  agreed  between  Mr.  Jonathan  Lodge,  on 
the  part  of  the  trustees,  and  Mr.  Dandy,  that  he  should  have  a portion  of  the 
land  set  out  for  building  in  exchange  for  them.  The  terms  of  this  exchange 
were  adjusted  by  Mr.  Roper,  a surveyor,  of  Preston,  under  w'hich  the  trustees 
gave  1,600  square  yards  of  land,  for  the  property  they  received.  No  exchange 
deed  had,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  been  executed,  but  we  have  since  been  in- 
formed, that  steps  are  about  to  be  taken  for  completing  the  arrangement  in 
a formal  manner. 


At  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  on  the  19th  March  1818,  they  resolved  to 
grant  building  leases  for  999  years,  of  that  part  of  the  property  w'hich  comprizes 
the  North  road  and  the  Brow  field.  They  issued  advertisements  shortly  after- 
wards, and  held  an  auction  in  the  ensuing  month  of  April.  At  that  auction 
only  two  small  lots  w'ere  let,  w'hich  were  taken  on  behalf  of  Mr.  James  Ilothwell, 
at  seven-pence  per  square  yard  ; he  afterw'ards  refused  to  fulfil  the  contract,  on 
the  ground,  that  his  agent,  in  ofiering  so  high  a rent,  had  exceeded  his  authority,, 
and  the  trustees  considering  it  disadvantageous  to  the  charity  to  enter  into 
a chancery  suit  on  this  ground,  took  no  steps  to  compel  him  to  a performance 
of  it.  The  matter  remained  unsettled  until  about  the  year  1821,  when  a com- 
promise took  ])lace,  in  pursuance  of  which  Mr.  Rotlnvell  agreed  to  take  the  land 
he  now  holds  in  North  road,  at  4^c/ per  yard,  instead  of  the  two  small  lots. 
At  this  time  a fall  had  taken  place  in  the  value  of  building  land  at  Preston. 

The  close  called  tlie  Brow  field,  was  put  up  at  the  above  mentioned  auction, 
w'hen  0,(1.  ])cr  yard  w'as  bid  for  it,  but  it  was  bought  in  by  the  trustees.  A 
few  days  afterw’ards,  it  was  offered  to  the  person  who  had  bid  Od.  per  yard 
for  it;  he  however  refused  to  take  it  at  that  price,  in  consequence  of  which, 
it  continued  to  be  let  as  pasture  land,  the  rent  being  12/.  per  annum.  In 
1822,  3ir.  Jonathan  Lodge,  who  had  been  solicitor  to  the  trustees  from  the 
year  1802,  w'hen  he  succeeded  his  father  in  that  employment,  conceiving 
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himself  to  have  sufficient  authority  from  the  trustees,  agreed,  on  their  behalf,  to 
let  the  Brow  field  to  Mr.  John  Smith,  for  a term  of  999  years,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  40/.  being  less  than  ‘id.  per  yard  ; but  no  written  contract  was  entered 
into.  Other  offers  to  take  the  field  on  a building  lease  were  made,  but  on  terms 
less  advantageous  to  the  charity  than  Mr.  Smith’s.  Mr.  Smith  paid  three  half- 
vear’s  rent  to  Martinmas  1824,  and  proceeded  to  prepare  the  land  for 
building,  but  after  that  time,  a majority  of  the  trustees  refused  to  execute  the 
lease.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation,  (August  1825),  Mr,  Smith  expressed 
his  readiness  to  give  up  the  land,  on  receiving  a fair  compensation  for  the  money 
expended  by  him,  on  the  faith  of  the  agreement.  The  amount  of  that  compen- 
sation has  been  referred  to  arbitration,  and  we  are  informed  that  the  referees 
have  awarded,  that  Mr.  Smith  shall  deliver  up  possession  of  the  field  at  Candle- 
mas 1826,  and  that  the  trustees  shall  pay  him  the  sum  of  140/. 

Some  of  the  trustees  were  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Lodge’s  conduct,  in  the  agree- 
ment to  grant  a lease  of  the  Brow  field,  alleging  that  he  had  exceeded  his  autho- 
rity, and  that  more  advantageous  terms  might  have  been  obtained.  It  certainly 
would  have  been  more  correct,  if  in  a transaction  of  this  importance,  Mr.  Lodge 
had  not  made  any  contract  without  express  directions  from  the  trustees  ; but  it  is 
to  be  observed,  on  his  behalf,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  that  he  had  acted 
as  solicitor  the  management  of  the  property  had  been  in  great  measure  left  to 
him.  He  states,  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Whitehead,  the  late  schoolmaster, 
approved  of  the  contract  made  with  Smith,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that 
Mr.  Lodge  was  actuated  by  any  other  motive,  than  a desire  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  charity. 

For  the  reasons  we  have  before  stated,  we  conceive  that  this  field  ought  to 
be  leased  for  such  term  only  as  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  a court  of  equity. 

The  closes  mentioned  in  the  rental  called  Bradley  meadow  and  Winder  croft, 
were  taken  by  the  trustees,  in  exchange  for  a close  in  Preston,  called  the  Pear 
Tree  field  or  Hipgreave  meadow,  by  deed  bearing  date  lOth  May  1799,  whereby 
the  late  Lawrence  Rawstorne,  esquire,  James  Barton,  esquire,  the  Re\x  William 
Loxham,  Thomas  Loxham,  Thomas  Haydock,  William  Mawdesley,  William 
Charnley,  and  Thomas  Cliarnley,  the  then  trustees,  demised  to  Thomas 
Wilson,  the  last-mentioned  close,  containing  8r.  &1p.  customary  measure, 
for  a term  of  5,000  years,  in  exchange  for  Bradley  meadow,  containing 
2r.  <Sc  3p.,  and  Winder  croft,  containing  1r.  & 81  p.  of  the  like  measure, 
which  were  granted  by  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  trustees,  for  a similar  term.  This 
exchange  appears  to  us  to  have  been  unauthorized  on  the  part  of  the  trustees, 
and  to  have  proved  disadvantageous  to  the  charity.  The  land  which  they  gave 
in  exchange,  is  situate  on  Fishergale  brow  ; it  is  represented  to  be  well  cal- 
culated for  the  erection  of  buildings  thereon,  and  is  now'  set  out  for  that  pur- 
pose, whilst  the  land  they  took  in  exchange,  although  larger  in  point  of  extent, 
is  situate  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  near  the  river,  liable  to  floods,  and  unfit  for 
the  purposes  of  building. 

The  rents  of  2 /.  and  17^.  mentioned  respectively  in  the  rental  as  being  paid 
by  the  heirs  of  Edmund  Stanley  and  the  heirs  of  John  Myers,  have  been 
received  a considerable  number  of  years,  wnthout  any  variation  as  to  the 
amount.  It  is  not  known  in  respect  of  what  lands  they  are  paid,  but  w'e  are 
informed  that  Mr.  Lodge,  that  he  is  in  hopes  of  ascertaining  the  situation  of 
these  lands;  and  it  wnll  be  a proper  subject  for  inquiry  by  the  trustees,  w’hether 
the  charity  is  not  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  lands  themselves,  instead  of  a 
rent  of  fixed  amount  out  of  them. 

In  addition  to  the  premises  before  mentioned,  as  having  been  leased,  in  trust 
for  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Raw^storne,  we  think  it  right  to  notice  the 
following  tenements,  as  having  been  granted  in  trust  for,  or  for  the  benefit  of 
trustees,  or  their  families. 

Mr.  Ralph  Clayton  and  Mr.  John  F'eilden,  to  whom  the  lease  of  the  two 
parcels  of  land,  and  the  close  called  the  Great  acre,  in  Longton,  wxis  granted 
in  February  1805,  for  31  years,  at  2/,  per  annum,  were  sons-in-law  of  the  late 
F..ev.  William  Loxham,  one  of  the  trustees  ; and  the  last  mentioned  close 
adjoins  to  a field  w'hich  belonged  to  him.  These  premises  are  stated  to  be  now 
w'orth  at  least  5/.  per  annum.  This  lease,  therefore,  has  been  disadvantageous 
to  the  charity. 
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Mr.  John  Soutlnvorth,  in  whose  representatives  the  lease  of  the  close  in  Long- 
ton,  called  the  Foots,  granted  in  February  1812,  is  now  vested,  held  a lease 
of  that  tenement  before  1805,  when  he  became  a trustee  of  the  charity.  Upon 
the  new  term  being  granted  to  him,  the  rent  was  increased  from  1/.  19, s.  to  .3/. 
which  is  stated  to  be  its  fair  value.  This  field  forms  part  of  a large  one,  the 
residue  of  which  belonged  to  Thomas  Southworth.  The  boundaries  of  the 
resj)ective  parcels  are  accurately  described  in  a map  of  the  school  lands. 

Mr.  Richard  Breakell,  the  lessee  of  the  two  closes  in  Hutton,  took  the  lease 
of  them,  granted  in  1807,  in  trust  for  Mr.  Thomas  Loxham,  who  was  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  charity  ; the  rent  reserved  under  that  lease  is  stated  to  be 
the  fair  annual  value  of  those  closes. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Whitehead,  the  late  schoolmaster,  died  in  December  1822, 
and  from  his  aj)pointment,  until  that  time,  the  clear  rents  remaining,  after 
defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  were  paid  to  him. 

After  his  death,  the  trustees  deemed  it  proper  to  apply  to  a court  of  equity, 
for  a scheme  for  the  application  of  the  revenues  of  the  charity,  which  had  been 
within  a few  years  much  increased  ; an  information  was  therefore  filed  on  the 
7th  May  1823,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
by  the  Attorney  General  thereof,  at  the  relation  of  John  Troughton,  against  the 
present  six  trustees,  to  which  they  put  in  their  answer,  and  an  order  was  there- 
upon made,  on  the  29th  May  1823,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  registrar  of 
the  court,  to  take  an  account  of  the  charity  estates  and  funds,  and  of  the  rental 
of  the  estates,  and  to  inquire  whether  the  lands  were  properly  let,  and  to  take 
an  account  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  accrued  due  since  the  death  of 
Thomas  Whitehead,  the  late  schoolmaster,  and  of  their  receipt  and  application, 
and  to  consider  and  approve  of  a scheme  for  the  future  regulation  of  the 
charity,  and  the  application  of  the  funds  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of 
the  founder. 

The  registrar,  by  his  report,  bearing  date  15th  August  1823,  stated  that  he 
found,  that  the  estates  of  tlie  charity  were  let  at  the  yearly  sum  of  675/.  8s.  8^d. 
exclusive  of  the  schoolhouse  and  garden  and  lands  adjoining  thereto,  lately 
occupied  therewith,  by  Thomas  Whitehead,  the  late  schoolmaster,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  estates,  and  their  rents,  were  mentioned  in  the  first  schedule 
to  his  report;  that  some  parts  of  the  estates  had  been  let  for  very  long  terms, 
nearly  equal  to  a perpetuity,  and  in  effect,  operating  as  an  absolute  alienation 
of  the  property,  in  some  instances,  for  the  purposes  of  building,  and  in  others, 
as  mere  husbandry  leases  ; and  inasmuch  as  he  found,  that  certain  parcels  of 
the  estates  had  been  demised  for  terms  much  longer  than  the  usual  duration  of 
husbandry  leases,  and  at  fixed  rents,  without  the  possibility  of  increase,  and 
contrary  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  land-owners,  and  as  it  appeared  from  the 
leases,  that  in  a few  instances,  parts  of  the  property  had  been  let  to,  or  in  trust, 
for  some  of  the  persons  who  were  lessors  and  trustees  of  the  charity,  and 
considering  the  local  situation  of  the  property,  the  quantity  of  land  demised, 
and  the  amount  of  the  rents  reserved,  no  valuation  having  been  laid  before  him, 
nor  any  evidence  adduced  as  to  the  state  of  the  property  at  the  time  of 
granting  the  leases,  he  was  of  opinion  the  charity  estates  were  not  properly 
let,  but  as  the  lessees,  or  persons  interested  in  the  leases,  were  not  parties  to 
the  suit,  and  had  had  no  oj)portnnity  of  explaining  before  him,  under  what 
circumstances  the  property  was  originally  leased,  he  was  unable  to  state  more 
particularly  what  parts  were  improperly  let  ; but  with  a view'  to  the  prospective 
management  of  the  estates,  he  submitted,  that  no  leases  should  be  granted 
thereof  in  future  for  a longer  term  than  11  years,  without  leave  of  the  court, 
except  such  parts  as  the  trustees  might  think  beneficial  to  let  for  the  purposes 
of  building,  or  upon  building  rents  to  be  charged  thereupon  ; He  also  stated, 
that  he  had  taken  an  account  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estates  accrued 
due  since  the  death  of  Thomas  Whitehead  ; that  they  amounted  to  279/.  Ss.  3d. 
of  w'hich  263/.  6 s.  10  \d.  had  been  received  by  the  trustees,  and  the  re- 
sidue being  15  /.  16  s.  4 d.  w'as  unreceived,  the  particulars  of  which  account 
were  stated  in  the  2d  schedule  to  his  report  ; that  the  trustees  had  paid,  or 
become  liable  to  pay,  since  Mr.  Whitehead’s  death,  for  the  salary  of  a 
temporary  master  and  usher  of  the  said  school,  and  for  the  salary  of  the 
master  of  the  school  at  Farington,  and  for  interest  of  a debt  due  from  the  trus- 
tees on  account  of  the  charity,  and  for  repairs,  268  /.  145.  Id.,  the  particulars  of 
which  payments  were  stated  in  the  third  schedide  to  his  report,  on  the  balance 
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of  which  said  account  there  remained  due  to  the  trustees  51.  7s.  that 

there  were'no  other  funds  or  effects  belonging  to  the  charity,  except  a sum  of 
21 1.  due  in  respect  of  a loan  of  100^.  made  by  the  trustees  to  the  said  Thomas 
Whitehead,  on  his  promissory  note,  dated  15th  February  1812,  with  some  arrears 
of  interest  thereon,  and  a sum  of  40/.  lent  to  John  Southworth,  on  his  promis- 
sory note,  bearing  date  28th  January  1819,  which,  with  interest  due  in  respect 
thereof,  amounted  to  48/. : He  also  found,  that  the  trustees,  on  February  6,  1819, 
borrowed  from  Betty  St.  Clare  500/.  on  their  personal  security,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  open  a new  street  or  road  from  Church-street,  in  Preston,  through 
a house  belonging  to  the  charity,  which  sum  was  still  due;  and  that  the  trustees 
were  also  indebted  in  the  sum  of  234/.  l6s.  6c/.  to  Robert  Roper,  a builder,  for 
work  done;  and  to  Messrs.  Lodge,  solicitors,  l62/.  85.  9^/.  being  the  balance 
due  on  account  of  their  bill  from  I8I7  to  1823  : And  he  found,  that  the  number  of 
children  attending  the  school  was  about  100,  and  that  the  trustees  had  for 
some  years  contributed  out  of  the  funds  the  sum  of  30/.  yearly,  for  the  support 
of  a master,  to  superintend  a school  built  by  subscription  in  the  township  of 
Farington,  and  that  the  number  of  children  attending  that  school  amounted  to 
about  70  ; that  a school  had  lately  been  built  in  the  township  of  Longton  by 
subscription,  and  was  partly  supported  by  a charitable  fund  amounting  to  30/. 
yearly,  and  partly  by  subscription ; and  that  there  was  an  old  endowed  school 
within  the  township  of  Howick,  with  an  annual  income  of  20/.  arising  from  land 
belonging  to  it ; but  that  both  the  last  mentioned  schools  were  wholly  in- 
dependent of  this  school,  and  the  trustees  of  this  school  had  no  control 
over  them,  and  that  there  was  no  charity  school  within  the  township  of  Pen- 
wortham  : And  he  certified,  that  he  had  approved  of  a scheme  which  had  been 
laid  before  him  on  behalf  of  the  trustees,  whereby  it  was  proposed  that  additional 
schoolmasters  or  ushers  should  be  provided,  to  teach  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Penw'ortham  at  the  schools  already  existing,  or  at  new  schools  to  be  built,  as  the 
funds  of  the  charity  would  allow,  preserving  the  existing  school  at  Hutton  as  a 
central  school  where  the  classics  might  be  taught ; and  that  the  master  of  that 
school  should  exercise  a superintendence  over  the  other  schools,  subject  to  the  • 
regulations  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz. : that  the  existing  school  at  Hutton 
should  be  the  principal  school  within  the  parish  for  young  children,  and  scholars 
to  be  taught  in  elementary  and  classical  learning,  according  to  the  intent  of 
Christopher  Walton,  the  founder,  as  expressed  in  the  feoffment  of  22d  Septem- 
ber, 6th  Edw.  VI.  and  that  the  same  should  be  a free  school  for  any  child  or 
scholar  dwelling  within  the  parish  of  Penwortham,  without  any  wages  or  school- 
hire  to  be  paid  by  any  such  child  or  scholar ; and  that  the  perquisites  called 
cockpennies  should  be  abolished  ; that  there  should  be  a head-master  and  under- 
master, and  an  usher  of  the  said  school,  with  the  following  allowances,  viz. : 

That  the  head-master  should  have  a salary  of  250/.  per  annum,  with  the  use  of 
the  school-house,  gardens  and  buildings  in  Hutton,  and  the  closes  of  land  there- 
unto belonging,  containing  altogether  2 a.  3r.  12p.  statute  measure,  lately  in 
the  possession  of  Thomas  Whitehead;  that  he  should  be  rent-free,  but  should 
pay  all  taxes,  and  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  except  the  main  walls  and  main 
timber,  and  the  roofs  and  slate  of  the  house  and  outbuildings,  and  the  whole 
of  the  buildings  used  as  a school ; that  the  under-master  should  have  a salary  of 
100/.  and  the  usher  of  90/.  per  annum;  that  the  head-master  should  reside  in 
school-house  at  Hutton,  and  have  the  general  management  of  that  and  all  the 
other  schools  ; that  he  should  devote  all  his  time  to  the  education  of  the  chil- 
dren and  scholars  coming  to  be  instructed  at  Hutton  school,  and  to  the  super- 
intendence of  the  other  schools  ; that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  under-master 
and  usher  to  attend  the  school,  and  act  under  the  direction  of  the  head- 
master ; that  the  trustees  should  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  out  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  charity,  to  establish  one  or  more  new  schools,  in  any  of  the  townships 
of  Longton,  Howick,  Penwortham,  or  Farington,  and  to  erect  one  or  more  new 
chools,  either  with  or  without  dwelling-houses  attached  for  the  residence  of  the 
masters,  or  to  hire  any  buildingfor  the  purpose,  and  to  appoint  a master  for  each 
school,  with  a salary  not  exceeding  60/.  except  in  the  events  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  so  that  there  should  not  be  more  than  one  school  in  any  township  ; 
that  such  new  schools  should  be  considered  as  branch  schools  to  the  principal 
school  at  Hutton,  for  the  teaching  of  children  and  scholars  as  aforesaid,  and  should 
be  free  for  the  whole  parish  of  Penwortham ; and  that  the  master  of  each  such 
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Penwortham.  school  slioulJ  reside  in  the  dwelling-house,  if  there  should  be  one,  and  conduct 

the  school  under  the  guidance  of  the  head-master  at  Hutton  ; that  tlie  trustees 

School,^  should  have  power  to  purchase  such  useful  books  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  as 
cmtinud.  ^ they,  with  the  approbation  of  the  head-master  of  the  school  at  Hutton  should 
think  proj)er,  so  as  the  sum  to  be  expended  for  that  purpose  in  any  one  year 
should  not  exceed  20/.  ; that  until  such  branch  schools  should  be  established, 
the  trustees  should  be  empowered  to  allow  yearly  stipends  to  the  masters  of  any 
of  the  existing  schools  of  Longton,  Howick,  and  Farington,  not  exceeding 
40/.  for  anyone,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  aforesaid;  that  in  case  the 
annual  income  of  the  charity  estates  should  not  be  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
the  salaries,  the  master,  under-master  and  usher,  should  abate  rateably  by  an 
equal  pound  rate  on  the  amount  of  their  respective  salaries  ; and  in  case  there 
should  be  any  surplus  of  income,  after  payment  of  salaries,  outgoings,  repairs, 
expenses,  &c.  it  should  be  applied  to  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  master, 
under-master  and  usher,  or  in  providing  additional  masters  or  ushers,  or  in  im- 
provements of  the  charity  estates,  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit ; and  that 
the  trustees  should  have  the  same  power  of  appointing  new  trustees,  and 
appointing  and  removing  the  master,  under-master  and  usher,  as  was  expressed 
in  the  feoffment ; and  that  in  all  other  respects  the  rules  made  by  the  founder 
of  the  charity  should  be  observed,  so  far  as  they  should  not  be  altered  by  the 
new  rules  proposed  by  the  trustees. 

By  a decree,  bearing  date  19th  August  1823,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  scheme 
and  proposals  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  should  be  adopted  and  carried 
into  execution  ; that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  registrar  to  tax  the  costs  of 
the  relator,  as  between  solicitor  and  client,  the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  trus- 
tees out  of  the  [rents  and  profits  of  the  charity  estates,  and  that  the  defendants 
should  retain  out  of  the  charity  funds,  their  costs  in  the  suit. 

The  sum  of  21  /.  mentioned  in  the  registrar’s  report,  as  owing  to  the  trus- 
tees from  Mr.  Whitehead,  remained  due  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  it  is 
expected  that  only  a small  dividend  will  be  received  on  account  of  it  out  of 
his  estate. 

John  Southworth,  to  whom  the  sum  of  40/.  is  also  stated  in  that  report  to 
have  been  lent  in  1819,  was  then  a trustee  of  the  charity  ; he  has  since  died, 
but  we  are  told  that  his  son-in-law  has  promised  to  pay  the  debt,  with  the  inte- 
rest due  thereon. 

The  advances  to  Mr.  Whitehead  and  Mr.  Southworth  were  made  out  of  a 
balance  which  had  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  during  the  period 
when  Mr.  Rowe,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Whitehead,  held  the  situation  of 
schoolmaster,  Mr.  Rowe  having  received  only  a salary  out  of  the  rents  of  the 
trust  property,  and  not  the  clear  residue  thereof. 

The  sum  of  500/.  borrowed  by  the  trustees  from  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  in  1819, 
toward  the  expense  of  making  an  entrance  to  the  new  street,  as  mentioned  in 
the  report,  still  remains  due;  but  the  sum  of  234/.  I65.  6i/.  stated  to  be  due 
to  Mr.  Roper,  has  been  paid  to  him  ; and  the  sum  of  1C2/.  85.  9 ^/.  mentioned 
to  be  due  to  Messrs.  Lodge,  has  been  carried  forward  in  their  account  with  the 
trustees,  upon  which,  as  made  out  to  June  1825,  there  appeared  to  be  a balance 
due  to  them  of  39/.  8 5.  2c?.  Their  account  will  also  include  the  costs  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  at  Lancaster ; those  costs  had  rot  been 
taxed  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Lodge  continued  to  receive  the  rents  of  the  premises  situate' 
in  Preston  and  Kirkham,  till  Martinmas  1823.  The  rents  of  the  premises 
in  Longton  and  Hutton  were  received  by  Mr.  John  Moss,  one  of  the  trustees, 
who  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the  repairs  of  the  school  premises  at  Hutton, 
and  a charge  of  about  2 /.  in  each  half  year,  for  an  entertainment  on  the  rent- 
days,  for  the  tenants  residing  at  Longton  and  Hutton,  paid  over  the  balances 
to  Mr.  Lodge,  by  whom  credit  was  given  for  the  receipt  of  them  in  his  account 
with  the  trustees.  In  consequence  of  some  of  the  trustees  being  dissatisfied 
with  the  transaction  to  which  we  have  before  alluded,  relating  to  the  agreement 
made  by  Mr.  Lodge  for  granting  a building  lease  to  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Lodge  was 
not  permitted  by  the  trustees  to  receive  any  of  the  rents  payable  at  Whitsun- 
tide 1825,  and  they  were  then  received  by  Mr.  Moss. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  no  audit  of  the  accounts  by  the  trustees  had  taken 
place,  from  the  time  of  making  the  report  of  the  registrar  in  1823. 
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It  has  been  usual  for  the  trustees  to  hold  half-yearly  meetings  alternately,  at 
two  {)ublic  houses  in  Preston,  belonging  to  the  charity,  when  the  rents  of  the 
trust  premises,  except  those  at  Longton  and  Hutton  are  received,  and  an 
expense  is  then  incurred  to  the  charity,  for  a dinner  for  the  trustees,  their 
solicitor,  and  some  of  the  tenants.  The  amount  of  this  charge  was  at  Martin- 
mas 18^33,  16/.  18  5.  11  d.;  Whitsuntide  1824*,  IS/.  135.  6c?.  j and  Martinmas 
1824,  10/.  It  appears  to  us,  that  this  expense  might  be  considerably  reduced, 
without  any  disadvantage  to  the  charity.  The  residue  of  the  expenditure,  in 
addition  to  the  items  which  have  been  already  mentioned,  consists  of  the  inte- 
rest of  the  sum  of  500/.,  due  to  Mrs.  St.  Clare  ; a moiety  of  the  Albert-street 
rents,  paid  to  the  daughters  of  the  late  Mrs.  Rawstorne;  the  bills  of  the  soli- 
citors and  the  surveyor  for  business  done  by  them  ; a salary  of  100/.  paid  to 
Mr.  R.  Whitehead,  who  in  the  life-time  of  his  late  father  assisted  him  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  school,  and  who  has  been  appointed  as  a temporary  head  master, 
until  the  new  scheme,  sanctioned  by  the  court,  shall  be  carried  into  execution  ; 
the  salaries  of  90/.  paid  to  the  usher  of  this  school,  who  is  appointed  by  the 
trustees,  and  of  SOI.  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school  at  Farington,  one  of  the 
trustees  of  this  parish,  as  mentioned  by  the  registrar,  the  particulars  of  which 
school  will  be  stated  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report ; the  interest  of  a sum 
of  150/.  borrowed  by  the  minister  and  inhabitants  of  Farington,  in  aid  of  a sub- 
scription for  building  the  school  there,  such  interest  having  been  paid  for  the 
last  two  years  by  the  trustees,  who  have  also  undertaken  to  pay  the  principal 
sum  out  of  the  funds  of  this  charity ; some  small  payments  for  the  support 
of  the  Farington  and  Penwortham  Sunday  schools  ; the  insurance  of  the  school 
buildings  against  fire,  and  some  other  incidental  charges.  Before  the  new 
scheme  is  acted  upon,  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  out  of  the  rents,  all  the  debts 
which  now  remain  due. 

Mrs.  Whitehead,  the  widow  of  the  late  schoolmaster,  has  been  allowed,  since 
her  husband’s  death,  to  reside  in  the  schoolhouse,  and  at  the  time  of  our  in- 
quiry, had  five  boarders,  who  were  taught  in  the  school.  The  house  is  stated 
to  be  sufficiently  large  for  the  reception  of  boarders,  but  it  remains  for  the 
consideration  of  the  trustees,  whether  under  the  new  scheme,  it  will  be  for  tlie 
benefit  of  the  charity,  that  the  master  shall  be  permitted  to  receive  them. 

At  the  time  of  our  investigation,  there  were  about  140  children  (boys  and 
girls)  taught  in  this  school,  five  of  the  boys  were  learning  the  rudiments  of  the 
latin  language,  the  rest  of  the  children  were  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic,  on  the  national  system.  The  only  gratuities  received  by  the  head 
master  from  the  children  of  the  parish  of  Penwortham,  are  the  cockpennies, 
varying  from  3d.  to  2 5.  for  each  child,  which  have  been  hitherto  continued, 
but  under  the  new  scheme  are  to  be  abolished.  The  schoolhouse  contains 
two  school  rooms,  in  the  upper  part  of  which  part  of  the  children  are  in- 
structed by  the  head  master,  and  the  residue  of  them  in  the  lower  room,  by 
the  usher. 

It  appears  to  us  highly  desirable,  that  the  accounts  of  this  charity  should  be 
audited  by  the  trustees  at  stated  times,  and  that  a book  should  be  kept,  in 
which  should  be  entered  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  such  orders  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  charity  may  render  necessary. 
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Charities  of  Fleetwood  and  others. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  March  1745,  Chaiiiiesof 
(as  appears  by  the  recitals  contained  in  subsequent  trust  deeds,)  between  Plectwood  and 
William  Shaw,  esquire,  of  the  first  part ; Standle  Warden,  esquire,  of  the  second  others, 
part ; the  Rev.  Edward  Martin,  of  Penwortham,  of  the  third  part ; and  Luke 
Astley,  of  the  fourth  part ; a close,  called  Lancaster  Field,  (in  the  township  of 
Preston,)  containing,  by  estimation,  1a.  3r.  was  conveyed  in  consideration  of 
j 198/.  to  the  said  Edward  Martin,  and  his  heirs. 

f By  indenture  bearing  date  22d  July  1769,  (the  earliest  trust  deed  produced), 
reciting  the  said  indentures  of  lease  and  release ; and  further  reciting,  that,  of 
‘ the  said  sum  of  198  /.,  125/.  was  a gift  or  legacy  of  some  person  unknown  ; that 
25/.  was  the  charitable  gift  of  Edward  Fleetwood,  esquire,  to  the  townships  or 
t hamlets  of  Penwortham,  Middleforth  and  Howick,  and  that  the  yearly  produce 
of  the  said  125/.  and  25/.  was  to  be  yearly  paid  to  the  minister,  churchwar- 
dens and  overseers  of  the  said  places,  to  be  by  them  distributed  amongst  the 
poor  inhabitants  thereof,  in  such  proportions  and' in  such  manner  a^  they  should 
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in  their  discretion  think  proper ; that  the  further  sum  of  30/.  other  part  of 
the  said  198/.  was  the  charitable  gift  of  some  person  unknown,  to  be  by  the 
ministers,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Penwortham,  applied  towards  the 
binding  of  poor  children  belonging  to  the  township  of  Penwortham  ; that  5 /. 
other  part  thereof,  was  part  of  the  interest  of  the  said  charity  monies,  and 
that  the  residue,  amounting  to  13/.  and  the  further  sum  of  51.  being  the 
amount  of  the  expenses  attending  the  purchase,  had  been  advanced  by  the 
said  Edward  Martin,  and  by  John  Haydock,  Edward  Tuson,  and  Roger 
Charnley ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Edward  Martin,  in  order  to  per- 
petuate the  said  charities,  had  agreed  to  convey  the  said  close  to  the  said  John 
Haydock,  and  two  others,  upon  trust,  that  whenever  there  should  be  only  three 
or  two  trustees,  a conveyance  should  be  made  to  three  or  four  more  substantial 
inhabitants  of  Penwortham  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  John  Haydock,  the  then  sur- 
viving trustee,  conveyed  the  said  close,  called  Lancaster  Meadow,  to  the  use 
of  himself  and  of  John  Hays,  and  two  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  that 
they  should  divide  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof  into  13  equal  parts,  and 
apply  and  pay  11  of  such  parts  to  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
Penwortham,  and  of  the  townships  or  hamlets  of  Penwortham,  Middleforth  and 
Howick,  to  lie  yearly  distributed  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  of  such  places 
on  every  Saint  Thomas’s  day  and  Good  Friday,  in  such  proportions  and  manner 
as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  think  proper,  and  to  pay  the 
remaining  two  thirteenth  parts  to  the  said  minister,  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers, to  be  applied  by  them  towards  the  binding  apprentices  poor  children 
belonging  to  the  township  of  Penwortham. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  18th  June  1808,  William  Charnley, 
since  deceased,  and  Henry  Smith,  the  then  surviving  trustees,  conveyed  the 
said  close  upon  the  said  trusts  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of  James  Barton, 
William  Farington,  John  Aspinall,  and  Robert  Hollinghurst,  and  two  others, 
since  deceased. 

The  field  called  Lancaster  Meadow,  is  situate  near  the  town  of  Preston,  and 
contains  about  an  acre  and  three  roods,  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to 
the  perch ; it  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Batty  Addison,  esquire,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  18  /.  which  appears  to  be  the  full  value. 

In  1824,  two  ash  trees  were  cut  down  by  the  tenant,  the  price  of  which  had 
not  been  accounted  for  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (August  1825.) 

The  rent  is  received  by  Robert  Hollinghurst,  one  of  the  trustees,  who 
retains  45.  thereout  for  his  trouble,  and  the  residue  is  divided  into  13  equal 
parts,  at  a meeting  held  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  which  is  attended  by  the 
minister,  the  trustees,  and  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Penwortham’ 
and  Howick  ; two  shares  are  then  given  to  the  overseer  of  Howick,  who  dis- 
tributes the  amount  among  the  poor  of  that  township,  principally  amongst 
poor  housekeepers  not  receiving  relief ; and  nine  shares  are  distributed  amongst 
poor  persons  of  the  like  description  of  the  townships  of  Penwortham  and 
Middleforth,  according  to  a list  which  is  agreed  upon  at  the  meeting. 

The  remaining  two  shares  are  paid  to  the  overseer  of  Penwortham,  to  be 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  apprenticing.  The  amount  of  these  two  shares  is 
carried  to  the  overseers  account,  out  of  which  there  are  occasionally  paid 
premiums  varying  from  2/.  to  'Jl.  with  apprentices  who  are  placed  out  by  the 
parish.  It  is  stated,  that  the  whole  of  the  money  which  has  thus  been  carried 
to  the  overseers  account  from  this  charity,  has  been  laid  out  in  binding  out 
apprentices,  except  the  sum  of  2/.  IG5.  which  was  paid  as  the  amount  of  the 
two  shares  applicable  to  this  purpose,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day  1824,  to  James 
Clayton,  the  then  overseer. 

Notwithstanding  this  statement,  it  appears  very  desirable  that  a distinct 
account  should  be  kept  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  in  respect  of  this 
portion  of  the  charity,  so  that  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  at 
any  time  in  what  manner  it  has  been  expended,  or  what  balance  there  is  in 
hand. 

The  accounts  are  kept  by  one  of  the  trustees,  who  acts  as  treasurer,  and 
there  is  now  due  to  the  charity  the  sum  of  1/.  IO5.  Qd.  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  late  treasurer,  William  Breakell,  who  died  in  1824.  No  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  his  representatives  for  this  balance  at  the  time  of  our 
inquiry. 
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CharnLEy’s  Charity.  . Penwortham. 

John  Charnley^  of  whose  gift  to  the  township  of  Grimsargh  an  account  has  

been  already  given  in  our  11th  Report,  p.  348,  also  gave  by  his  will,  20  5.  Charnley’s  Chari^. 
a year  for  ever,  to  the  poor  housekeepers  in  Penwortham,  and  charged  all  his  ^ ' ' 

land  in  Penwortham  with  the  said  sum. 

The  estate  charged  with  this  annuity  was  the  property  of  the  late  Henry 
Dawson,  who  died  in  1823,  and  205.  was  distributed  annually,  by  him,  in  the 
winter,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Penwortham.  His  brother,  Peter  Dawson, 
as  trustee  for  the  family  of  the  said  Henry  Dawson,  distributed  205.  in  the 
winter  of  1823.  Nothing,  however,  having  been  disposed  of  in  1824,  he 
proposed  to  expend  the  405.  which  would  become  due  in  the  winter  of  1825, 
in  the  purchase  of  blankets,  and  to  distribute  them  to  the  poor  at  the  usual 
period. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  FARINGTON. 

School. 

A school  was  erected  in  this  tov/nship  in  1812,  upon  a portion  of  the  waste, 
partly  by  subscription,  and  partly  with  a sum  of  150/.  borrowed  by  the  minister 
and  inhabitants.  We  have  already  stated,  that  the  interest  of  this  sum  has 
been  for  the  last  two  years  paid  by  the  trustees  of  the  school  of  the  parish  of 
Penwortham,  who  have  also  undertaken  to  pay  the  principal  sum,  which  still 
remains  due.  At  the  time  when  it  was  in  contemplation  to  build  the  school 
in  this  township,  it  was  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees  of  Penwortham  school, 
holden  3d  March  1812,  resolved,  with  the  consent  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Whitehead,  the  head  master  thereof,  that  as  the  new  school  was  intended  in  aid 
of  the  Penwortham  school,  and  as  it  was  considered,  that  such  new  school  would 
be  an  advantage  to  the  townships  of  Penwortham  and  Farington,  and  the 
neighbourhood  thereof,  the  annual  sum  of  30/.  should  be  appropriated  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Penwortham  school,  towards  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the 
new  school,  provided  that  it  should  be  built  in  such  a situation  as  would  best 
answer  the  purposes  aforesaid,  which  should  be  fixed  upon  by  the  said  trustees 
and  Mr.  Whitehead,  and  that  the  master  of  the  new  school  should  be  appointed 
by  the  head  master  of  the  Penwortham  school,  and  be  subject  to  be  removed 
by  him. 

The  master  has  not  hitherto  been  required  to  teach  any  children  free  of 
expense,  in  respect  of  this  salary  ; but  it  is  intended,  that  upon  the  final 
settlement  of  the  Penwortham  school,  some  regulations  shall  be  made  for  the 
management  of  this  school. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  master  of  the  Penwortham 
school,  in  1813.  At  the  time  of  our  examination,  about  100  boys  and  girls 
were  educated  in  the  school. 

The  same  schoolmaster  has  also  received  from  the  trustees  of  Penwortham 
school,  3/.  per  annum,  for  teaching  the  boys  in  a Sunday  school  in  this  town- 
ship ; and  a mistress  has  received  2/.  a year  for  teaching  the  girls;  but  the 
superintendence  of  both  the  boys  and  the  girls  of  the  Sunday  school  has  lately 
been  confided  to  the  schoolmaster. 

Lost  Charities. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  1786,  there  are  mentioned  two  sums  Lost  Charities, 
of  50/.  each,  there  stated  to  have  been  given  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Farington  by  the  wills  of  some  persons  unknown  ; but  it  is  added,  that  one  of 
them  was  then  lost,  and  that  of  the  other  only  12/.  105.  remained,  which  then 
produced  125.  6c?.  per  annum. 

We  were  assured  that  nothing  is  now  known  in  the  township  with  respect  to 
either  of  these  gifts. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HOWICK. 

School. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled,  bearing  date  1st  June  1727. 
between  Henry  Fleetwood,  esquire,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Howick,  of  the  first 
part ; the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Mary  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  Thomas  Hesketh, 
and  William  Rawstorne,  esquires,  James  Walton  and  Christopher  Walton,  all 
charterers  and  owners  of  ancient  inclosed  lands  and  hereditaments  in  Howick, 
of  the  second  part ; and  Banaster  Parker,  esquire,  William  Clayton,  esquire, 
and  Edmund  Asheton,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  parties  of  the 
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first  and  second  parts  had  agreed  to  join  in  conveying  five  acres  of  the  said 
common  or  waste  ground  w'ithin  Howick,  of  the  measure  then  used,  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  there  for  ever ; and  also  one  rood 
more  thereof,  for  building  thereon  a school,  and  other  necessary  buildings,  for 
the  use  of  a school-yard,  and  to  leave  and  submit  the  management  thereof  to  the 
said  Thomas  Hesketh,  William  Rawstorne,  James  Walton  and  Christopher 
Walton,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts,  for  the  building  of 
the  said  school,  and  for  vesting  the  said  portion  of  common  or  waste  ground 
in  proper  trustees,  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned,  granted  to  the  said  Banaster 
Parker,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a piece  of  land,  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
the  common  or  waste  ground,  called  Howick  Moor,  containing,  by  estimation, 
according  to  the  measure  there  used,  5 a.  & 1 e.  of  land,  for  such  uses  (due 
regard  being  had  to  the  said  intended  new  school  and  schoolmaster  thereof  for 
the  time  being)  as  the  said  grantees,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs, 
should,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Thomas  Hesketh,  William  Rawstorne,  James 
Walton  and  Christopher  Walton,  appoint;  and  until  such  appointment  should 
be  made,  to  the  use  of  the  persons  to  be  from  time  to  time  chosen  schoolmasters 
of  the  said  intended  school,  in  respect  of  their  teaching  the  children  born  and 
to  be  born  within  the  said  township  of  Howick,  as  well  in  school  learning  as  in 
writing  and  arithmetic  : And  the  said  Henry  Fleetwood,  to  the  end  that  the 
said  piece  of  land  might  for  ever  be  held  exempt  from  the  payment  of  tithes, 
granted  to  the  said  Banaster  Parker  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  great 
and  small  tithes  yearly  arising  from  the  said  piece  of  common  land,  for  the  uses, 
intents  and  purposes  aforesaid. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  13th  and  14th  January  1729, 
the  release  being  made  between  the  said  Banaster  Parker,  William  Clayton 
and  Edmund  Asheton,  of  the  first  part ; the  said  Thomas  Hesketh,  and  William 
Rawstorne,  and  Christopher  Walton,  of  the  second  part ; and  the  said  Henry 
Fleetwood,  the  Rev.  John  Mercer,  rector  of  Eccleston,  Stanley  Warden, 
and  the  Rev.  Edward  Martin,  minister  of  Penwortham,  of  the  third  part ; re- 
citing the  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  of  1727 ; and  further  reciting,  that  the 
sum  of  125/.  3s.  had  been  expended  by  the  said  Christopher  Walton,  in  erecting 
a building  which  was  intended  not  only  for  a school,  but  also  as  a house  for 
the  residence  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  in  inclosing  and  improving  the  remaining 
part  of  the  said  piece  of  common  land,  over  and  above  the  sums  which  had 
been  voluntarily  given  for  that  purpose,  and  that  more  money  would  be  wanting 
to  complete  the  same;  the  said  Banaster  Parker,  William  Clayton  and  Edmund 
Asheton,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Thomas  Hesketh,  William  Rawstorne 
and  Christopher  Walton,  being  the  major  part  of  the  four  persons  whose  con- 
sent was  required,  being  minded  to  make  certain  rules  and  orders  touching  the 
said  school,  and  also  to  take  measures  for  raising,  as  well  the  money  expended 
by  the  said  Christopher  Walton,  as  wdiat  should  be  found  necessary  to  complete 
the  said  building,  and  to  appoint  trustees  to  manage  the  school,  conveyed  to 
the  said  Henry  Fleetwood  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  premises,  with 
the  tithes  thereof,  on  trust,  that  the  said  building  should  for  ever  remain  for 
a free  school,  for  instructing  the  children  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  Howick,  as  were  or  should  be  legally  settled  there,  in  school 
learning ; and  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  remainder  of  the 
premises,  first  to  pay  off  the  said  sum  of  125/.  3s.  and  such  further  sums  as 
should  be  expended  in  finishing  the  school ; and  after  such  payments,  to  apply 
the  same  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school,  for  the 
time  being ; and  it  was  declared,  that  such  schoolmaster  should  be  for  ever 
chosen  by  the  major  part  of  the  trustees,  for  the  time  being ; and  that  the 
major  part  of  the  trustees  might  at  their  pleasure  remove  such  schoolmaster, 
without  assigning  any  cause  for  the  same,  and  apply  the  rents  and  profits  for 
the  benefit  of  the  person  who  should  be  elected  to  succeed  in  his  stead ; and 
that  when  three  or  more  of  the  trustees  should  die,  or  oftener,  if  thought 
proper,  the  major  part  of  the  survivors  should  elect  others  to  make  up  their 
number  seven,  and  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  such 
new  trustees ; and  reciting,  that  the  inhabitants  of  some  neighbouring  town- 
ships might  thereafter  be  minded  to  have  liberty  of  sending  their  children 
to  the  said  school,  on  making  some  addition  to  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster, 
it  was  declared,  that  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  might  settle  terms  with 
any  neighbouring  township,  to  make  the  same  a school  free  for  the  children 
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of  any  such  neighbouring  township,  on  such  conditions  as  to  them  should  seem 
meet ; and  that  the  said  trustees  might  make  any  further  rules  touching  the 
management  of  the  said  school ; and  reciting,  that  the  rents  of  the  premises  would 
for  some  years  be  applied  in  paying  the  monies  which  had  been  and  might  be  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid  expended,  so  that  the  schoolmaster  could  not,  during  that 
time,  have  any  benefit  thereout ; it  was  declared,  that  until  the  same  should  be 
paid,  every  child  that  should  come  to  the  said  school,  should  pay  to  the  master 
! 6d.  per  quarter,  for  his  learning;  and  it  was  further  declared,  that  the  trus- 

I tees  might,  as  often  as  there  should  be  occasion,  apply  any  parts  of  the  rents  and 
! profits  in  repairing  the  said  school ; and  that  when  the  said  Henry  Fleetwood, 
lord  of  the  mansion-house  called  Penwortham  Hall,  and  the  said  Thomas  Hes- 
i keth,  owner  of  the  mansion-house  called  Rufford  Hall,  should  die,  the  suc- 
ceeding owners  thereof  respectively  should  be  chosen  trustees  in  their  stead. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  lyth  and  18th  June  1805, 
the  Reverend  William  Loxham,  the  then  surviving  trustee  under  a conveyance 
executed  in  1774,  conveyed  the  above  mentioned  premises  to  Sir  Thomas  Dal- 
rymple  Hesketh,  baronet,  John  Haydock,  John  Tuson,  Roger  Tuson,  and  two 
others,  since  deceased. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  charity,  consists  of — 

1.  — A school-room,  with  two  rooms  over  it,  a shop  at  one  end  of  it,  and 
a garden.  The  shop,  upper  rooms  and  garden,  being  let  to  Jane  Mayor,  at  the 
rent  of  51.  5 s.  This  house  is  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  schoolmaster,  and 
is  stated  to  be  in  good  condition. 

2.  — Four  small  closes,  which  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  Howick 
School  land,  and  contain  together,  about  five  acres  of  the  measure  there  used, 
being  eight  yards  to  the  perch.  This  land  is  now  let  to  John  Cliff,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  24/.  which  appears  to  be  the  fair  annual  value. 

The  schoolmaster  is  permitted  to  receive  the  rents  himself,  and  in  respect  of 
the  income  derived  therefrom,  he  teaches  all  the  children  of  poor  persons  of 
the  township  of  Howick,  that  are  sent  to  the  school,  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic,  without  any  charge.  He  is  also  allowed  to  instruct  children  from 
j other  places,  for  whose  education  he  is  paid  by  their  parents.  He  had,  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  about  thirty  children  in  the  school. 


Howick. 

School, 

contmued. 


TOWNSHIP  or  HUTTON. 

Charities  of  Fleetwood  and  others. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  178d,  it  is  stated,  that  Edicard  Fleet-  Hutton. 

I 'wood,  by  deed,  in  1704,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  the  sum  of  45/.  — — 

I vested  in  William  Mawdesley,  and  producing  2/.  per  annum  Fleetwood  and 

^ Also,  that  Mr.  gave  by  will,  the  date  of  which  was  unknown,  for  beef,  others. 

to  the  said  poor,  20/.  vested  in  the  same  person,  and  producing  1/.  per  annum, 

' but  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  either  of  these  documents. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  14th  December  1793,  between  the  said  William 
Mawdesley,  of  the  one  part ; and  Lawrence  Rawstorne,  esquire,  of  the  other 
part ; reciting,  that  Thomas  Mar ton^  by  his  will,  the  date  of  which  is  not  stated, 
gave  to  Thomas  Kesters  and  the  said  William  Mawdesley,  50/.  on  trust,  to 
put  the  same  out  on  as  good,  sufficient  and  personal  security,  as  could  be  pro- 
cured for  the  same,  and  distribute  the  interest,  for  ever,  among  such  poor 
I housekeepers  in  Hutton,  having  legal  settlements  there,  and  receiving  no  relief 
' from  the  township,  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  that  he  further  gave  to  the 
! same  persons,  20/.  upon  trust,  to  put  the  same  out,  and  apply  the  interest 
' thereof,  in  the  purchasing  of  beef,  to  be  distributed  on  every  Christmas  eve, 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  township ; and  that  he  further  gave  to  the  said 
trustees,  50/.  on  trust,  to  put  the  same  out,  and  pay  the  interest  to  the  curate 
or  officiating  minister  of  Longton  chapel ; and  that  he  directed,  that  when  either 
of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivor  should,  by  writing,  nominate  another 
trustee,  being  an  inhabitant,  or  having  a real  estate  within  the  township  of 
Hutton,  in  his  room,  in  conjunction  with  the  survivor,  and  so  from  time  to 
time,  for  ever : The  said  William  MawAesley  appointed  the  said  Lawrence 
Rawstorne  to  be  a trustee  of  the  said  charitable  legacies,  and  assigned  to 
him  the  said  several  sums  of  50/.  20/.  p,nd  50/.  and  the  securities  whereon  the 
same  were  then  invested,  to  hold  to  them,  the  said  Lawrence  Rawstorne  and 
William  Mawdesley,  to  the  intent  the  same  might  be  vested  in  them,  jointly,’ 
upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  said  will. 
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Hutton. 


Charities  of 
Fleetwood  and 
others, 
continued. 


There  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Lawrence  Rawstorne,  esquire,  the  son  of 
Lawrence  Rawstorne,  party  to  the  above-abstracted  indenture,  a sum  of  money, 
for  which  he  pays  yearly  9/.  155.  Q>d.  as  the  interest;  the  principal  is  under- 
stood to  comprise  the  several  gifts  above  mentioned,  and  also  a sum  of  70/. 
supposed  to  have  been  given  by  George  Mernj.  A statement,  containing  an 
account  of  the  several  gifts  which  constitute  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Raw- 
storne, is  transcribed  every  year  by  the  usher  of  the  Penwortlian  school,  for 
the  trustees  of  these  charities,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  same  paper,  the 
trustees  write  out  an  account  of  the  mode  in  which  they  determine  at  their 
yearly  meeting,  to  dispose  of  the  interest.  This  statement  is  in  the  following 
form  : — 


Fleetwood’s  legacy,  45 1.  interest  at  4 f per  cemt  - 
To  be  distributed  to  industrious  poor,  who  keep 
selves  oft  the  town. 

George  Merry’s  legacy,  70/.  interest  at  five  per  cent  ■ 
Tiioinas  Marion’s  legacy,  50/.  interest  at  4^  per  cent 
Mr.  Forest’s  legacy,  40/.  interest  at  five  per  cent 
This  legacy  to  be  distributed  in  beef. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

m- 

2 

6 

- 

3 

10 

— 

- 

2 

5 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

£. 

9 

15 

6 

It  seems  that  the  last-mentioned  sum  of  40/.  ought  to  be  described  as  Forest’s 
and  Marton’s  legacies,  and  not  Forest’s  legacy  only. 

According  to  this  statement,  the  sum  for  which  Mr.  Rawstorne  pays  interest 
is  205  /. ; it  does  not  appear  that  he  has  ever  given  any  security  for  tlie  amount, 
but  it  seems  desirable  that  this  should  be  done. 

The  interest  is  disposed  of  amongst  the  poor  every  year ; 2 /.  thereof,  in  beef, 
and  the  residue  in  sums  of  money,  varying  from  I5.  to  5 s.  or  65. 

John  Claife,  Richard  Charnley,  and  Richard  Wignall,  act  as  trustees  of  these 
charities;  with  the  overseer  of  Hutton,  they  select  such  persons  of  tlie  township 
as  they  think  proper  objects  of  charity,  not  excluding  those  w'ho  receive  relief ; 
and  they  transmit  the  interest,  which  they  receive  from  Mr.  Rawstorne,  to  the 
usher  of  Penwortham  school,  with  a list  of  the  persons  so  selected,  containing 
the  proportion,  in  meat  or  money,  to  be  given  to  each  ; and  the  usher  distri- 
butes  the  charity  accordingly. 


Longtoii. 


School, 


'lOWNSHIP  OF  LONGI'O.N. 


School. 


liohert-  Moss,  by  a codicil  to  his  will,  bearing  date  28  December  1793;  ■ 
reciting,  that  he  was  desirous  that  a school  should  be  erected  at  some  convenient  I 
place  within  the  township  of  Longton,  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  * 
inhabitants  of  the  said  towmship,  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  and  that  a 
proper  master  might  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  to  the  same  school,  wnth  1 
some  provision,  so  long  as  he  should  continue  master  there  with  the  appro-  I 
bation  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  school;  and  that  the  children  of  all  the  J 
inhabitants  of  Longton,  conforming  to  the  rules  of  the  said  school,  might  be  M 
entitled  to  be  instructed  by  the  masters  thereof,  and  have  the  benefit  of  the  I 
same,  as  a means  to  promote  so  beneficial  an  end ; gave  to  John  Pilkington,  I 
since  deceased,  Richard  Pilkington,  John  Moss,  and  to  three  other  persons  of® 
Longton,  since  deceased,  400/.  out  of  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  upon  ® 
trust,  that  they  should  place  out  the  same  on  real  or  government  security,  or  1 
in  the  public  funds,  with  the  approbation  of  two  thirds  in  number  at  least  of  ■ 
the  said  trustees,  and  to  call  in  and  place  out  the  same  again  in  like  manner, 
as  occasion  should  require;  and  upon  further  trust  that,  as  soon  as  a convenient  ’ 
plot  of  land,  situate  in  Longton,  should  have  been  purchased  and  conveyed  to  the  r 
trustees,  upon  wdiich  a school  might  be  built,  and  a school,  such  as  the  trustees  t 
should  approve,  should  have  been  built  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town-  t 
ship,  or  by  any  other  person  or  means  whatsoever,  the  said  trustees  should 
immediately  thereafter  meet  at  the  same  school,  and  proceed  to  elect  a fit 
person,  duly  qualified  to  instruct  children  in  reading  English,  writing  and 
accounts,  to  officiate  as  schoolmaster  there,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  add  the 
interest  and  proceeds  of  the  said  400/.  to  the  principal  money,  in  order  to 
augment  the  same ; and  on  further  trust,  to  permit  the  said  master  for  the 
time  being  of  the  said  school,  to  teach  in  and  enjoy  the  said  school,  and  to 

allow 
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allow  him  the  proceeds  of  the  same  400/.  and  of  the  accumulation  thereof,  as  a 
salary  to  him  as  schoolmaster,  during  so  long  a time  as  he  should  behave  with 
propriety  in  his  office,  and  conduct  himself  to  the  good  liking  of  the  said  trus- 
tees, but  not  longer  or  otherwise  ; and  in  order  to  preserve  the  trusts,  and 
keep  up  a proper  number  of  trustees,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  will,  that  so  often 
as  any  of  the  said  trustees  should  die,  or  be  disqualified  to  act,  the  survivors 
should  meet  in  the  said  school,  or  in  some  other  convenient  place,  and  proceed 
to  choose  so  many  other  fit  persons,  as  would  supply  the  several  vacancies,  so 
as  to  make  up  the  number  five,  and  should  immediately  afterwards,  by  deed, 
invest  the  persons  so  chosen  with  the  powers  given  to  the  said  John  Pilkington 
and  others:  And  he  directed,  that  his  said  trustees  and  their  successors,  should 
have  the  appointment  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  should  have  power  from 
time  to  time  to  discharge  the  schoolmaster  for  irregularity  of  conduct  or  inca- 
pacity; and  that  they  should  have  liberty  to  retain  all  their  expenses  out  of  the 
trust  money. 

By  another  codicil  to  his  will,  dated  on  the  following  day,  the  testator 
declared,  that  the  400/.  which  he  had  given  for  the  benefit  of  a schoolmaster 
was  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Tov/nley  Parker,  esquire,  upon  bond. 

The  testator  died  in  the  year  1794.  And  by  indenture,  bearing  date  27th 
January  1795,  between  William  Lawrence,  and  two  others,  the  executors 
of  the  said  Robert  Moss,  of  the  first  part ; Edmund  Townley,  and  three 
others,  executors  of  the  said  Thomas  Townley  Parker,  of  the  second  part ; 
and  John  Pilkington  and  four  others,  trustees,  for  the  school,  of  the  third 
part;  reciting,  the  above  mentioned  bequest  of  the  said  Robert  Moss;  and 
further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Townley  Parker  had  given  to  the  said 
Robert  Moss  a bond,  dated  1st  August  179S,  for  securing  the  sum  of  500/; 
and  that  the  executors  of  the  said  Robert  Moss  had  received  the  interest 
due  on  the  said  bond,  and  also  the  sum  of  100/.  in  part  of  the  principal  sum 
thereby  secured,  the  said  William  Lawrence  and  others  assigned  the  said 
bond  to  the  said  John  Pilkington  and  others,  in  discharge  of  the  said  legacy  of 
400/.  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  codicil  of  the  said  Robert  Moss. 

The  interest  upon  this  bond  was  suffered  to  accumulate  from  1795,  until 
I the  year  1816.  when  by  deed  bearing  date  11th  November  1806,  Sir  Thomas 
i Dalrymple  Hesketh,  baronet,  Thomas  Weld,  and  John  Trafford,  esquires,  and 
1 John  Moss,  lords  of  the  manor  of  Longton,  granted  a piece  of  waste  ground  in 
i the  village  of  Longton,  containing  in  the  whole  480  superficial  square  yards, 
convenient  to  build  a school  upon,  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  school,  and  their 
j heirs,  subject  to  the  yearly  rent  of  2 s.  the  trustees  doing  suit  at  the  court  of 
I the  lords  of  the  manor.  Upon  the  land  thus  conveyed  to  the  trustees  a school 
was  immediately  erected  by  subscription,  and  in  the  same  year  a master  was 
appointed  with  a salary  of  26/.  per  annum. 

' In  December  1806,  the  accounts  were  made  up,  and  the  balance  in  favour 
of  the  charity,  after  the  payment  of  some  casual  expenses,  amounted  to 
689/.  Ids.Jd.  Of  this  sum,  600/.  was  placed  out  at  interest,  at  four  and 
I a half  per  cent;  and  in  1821,  that  sum  was  called  in,  and  placed  out  again 
at  five  per  cent,  by  the  late  John  Pilkington,  then  one  of  the  trustees,  with 
, other  money  belonging  to  himself  The  security  for  the  whole  sum  so  placed 
j out,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Richard  and  William  Ormerod  Pilkington,  as  exe- 
' cutors  of  the  said  John  Pilkington,  and  annexed  thereto  is  a memorandum, 
stating  that  600  /.  thereof  belonged  to  the  school. 

About  five  years  ago  a new  school  was  built  by  subscription,  in  a more  con- 
' venient  part  of  the  parish,  and  the  original  school  was  converted  into  a dwelling- 
house,  and  a piece  of  ground  adjoining  was  inclosed  from  the  contiguous 
waste  for  a garden.  These  premises  were  given  up  to  the  schoolmaster  for 
his  residence. 

Since  I8I7,  the  following  payments  have  been  made  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  charity,  over  and  above  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster:  — 


For  repairs  of  school-house 

For  converting  the  old  school  into  a dwelling-house  - - - 

For  solicitor’s  bills,  for  business  during  the  whole  period  of  the  trust 
For  expenses  of  trustees  meeting  in  1824.  . . - - 


£. 

20 

26 

11 

1 


s. 

H 

14 

18 

14 


d. 

8 

9 

7 

8 
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And  there  was  a balance  in  hand  on  the  settlement  of  the  account  in  August 
1825,  amounting  to  I7O/.  14^.  Id, 

It  was  expected,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  that  the  sum  of  6OO/.  would  be 
paid  in  about  February  1826  ; it  will  then  be  necessary  for  the  trustees  to  take 
steps  for  placing  the  money  out  again  on  proper  security ; and  it  appears 
desirable,  that  the  balance  in  hand  should  be  laid  out  at  the  same  time,  so 
that  the  interest  may  become  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  school. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  trustees,  in  January  1816, 
with  the  same  salary  as  w\as  paid  to  his  predecessor,  viz.  26/.  per  annum.  All 
the  children  of  the  towmship,  who  apply,  are  admitted  into  the  school,  and  are 
taught  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  without  any  charge,  except  1 5.  yearly 
for  firing.  The  master  is  paid  for  children  not  belonging  to  the  towmship,  by 
their  parentsj  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  he  had  upwards  of  70  scholars. 


Poor’s  Land. 


Poor’s  Land. 


By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  October  1751, 
between  Robert  Blundell  and  Richard  Taylor,  of  the  first  part;  John  Cooke,  of 
the  second  part ; and  Thomas  Kesters,  Edward  Blackhurst,  and  four  others, 
described  as  trustees  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Longton,  of  the  third  part ; 
reciting,  that  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  with  others,  had  been  demised 
by  Henry  Fleetwood,  of  Penwortham,  to  the  said  Robert  Blundell,  by  lease, 
bearing  date  5th  May  1736,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  85.  10^/.  and  45.  6d.  in  lieu 
of  boons,  &c. ; and  that  the  same  premises  had,  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  7th  and  8th  June  1751,  been  conveyed  to  the  said  Robert 
Blundell  and  Richard  Taylor,  and  their  heirs;  and  that  the  said  Thomas 
Kesters  and  others  had  agreed  with  them  for  the  purchase  of  the  closes  called 
Kill  Heys,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  acres,  part  of  the  above  mentioned 
premises,  for  the  sum  of  100/.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township  of 
Longton;  it  is  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  100/.  the  said  Robert 
Blundell  and  Richard  Taylor  conveyed  the  said  closes  called  Kill  Heys,  with 
all  mosses,  commons,  &c.  thereto  belonging,  to  the  said  Thomas  Kesters  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  to  and  for  the  use,  benefit,  behoof  and 
advantage  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Longton. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  the  13th  and  14th  February 
1820,  between  John  Jackson,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  of  the  first  part ; and 
John  Moss,  John  Brown,  Henry  Thomas  Jackson,  Thomas  Wilkin,  Jonathan 
Blackhurst,  and  Roger  Wilding  the  younger,  all  of  Longton,  of  the  other  part; 
reciting  the  indentures  of  lease  and  release  above  abstracted  ; and  that  the  said 
premises  had  become  vested  in  Henry  Blackhurst,  and  had  descended  to  his 
daughter,  the  said  Elizabeth  Jackson  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Jack- 
son,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  said  John  Moss, 
and  others,  and  their  heirs,  subject  to  a lease,  dated  2d  February  1751,  granted 
to  John  Blackhurst  for  three  lives. 


No  trusts  were  declared  by  this  conveyance  ; but  by  the  lease  of  1751,  above 
referred  to,  the  rent  (being  4/.  155.  per  annum)  was  reserved  to  the  grantors, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  trustees  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Longton. 

The  premises  called  Kill  Heys,  consist  of  3 a.  1 r.  35  p.  customary  measure 
of  seven  and  a half  yards  to  the  perch,  of  old  inclosure;  a plot  of  marsh  ground, * 
containing  In.  & 1 p. ; and  a plot  of  moss  ground,  now  brought  into  culti- 
vation, which  was  set  out  upon  an  inclosurc  in  I8I7,  containing  1 r.  & 13p. 
The  lease  granted  in  I75I  expired  on  the  death  of  Jane  Hoghton,  in  1821.  ’ 
Since  that  period,  a workhouse  has  been  built  by  the  township,  upon  the 
old  inclosed  land,  at  an  expense  of  about  1,000/.  and  the  whole  of  the  land, 
except  one  close,  containing  a little  more  than  an  acre,  (which  was  let  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  to  John  Moss,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  7 !.,) 
has  been  employed  by  the  governor  of  the  workhouse,  for  the  use  of  the 
paupers. 


The  rent  paid  by  John  Moss  has  been  carried  to  the  overseers  account,  and 
it  is  stated,  that  the  rent  of  4/.  15  5.  which  was  paid  while  the  lands  were  under 
lease,  w’as  applied  in  the  same  way. 

As  it  appeared  that  this  estate  had  been  applied  solely  to  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  were  assessed  to  the  poor  rates,  and  not  to  the  benefit  of  the 

poor. 
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poor,  we  recommended  that  a fair  rent  should  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  appro- 
priated to  the  maintenance  of  the  workhouse,  for  the  site  of  the  workhouse, 
and  for  the  lands  now  held  by  the  guardians  of  the  poor,  and  that  such  rent, 
together  with  the  rent  of  such  part  of  the  lands  as  should  not  be  held  by  the 
guardians,  should  be  paid  to  the  trustees  who  should  dispose  of  the  amount 
amongst  the  industrious  poor  of  the  township. 

We  have  since  been  informed  by  the  trustees,  that  in  pursuance  of  our 
suggestion,  they  had  at  a meeting  holden  on  19th  August  1825,  paid  a rent 
of  10/.  105.  as  the  fair  yearly  value  of  the  land,  including  the  site  of  the 
workhouse,  and  that  they  had  resolved  to  distribute  that  sum  amongst  the 
industrious  poor  of  the  township,  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  and  to  provide 
a book  in  which  a regular  account  of  the  distribution  should  be  kept  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  ; but  it  has  been  stated  to  us  by  a surveyor,  that 
these  premises  are  fairly  worth  13/.  per  annum,  we  think  therefore  that  the 
sum  bestowed  on  the  poor  ought  to  be  increased  to  that  amount. 


Longton. 
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PARISH  OF  RUFFORD. 


Lathom’s  Charity. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  income  of  Peter  Lathom*s,  charity,  the  Rufford. 

particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  town-  ■; — 

ship  of  Croston.  This  portion,  which  for  the  year  1825,  amounted  to  17  /•  10  5.  k.athom  s Charity, 
is  annually  laid  out  by  Mr.  Richard  Prescott,  of  Lathom,  one  of  the  trustees, 
in  the  purchase  of  cloth,  which  is  sent  by  him  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Pearson,  the 
curate  of  Rufford,  by  whom  it  is  distributed,  with  the  assistance  of  the  church- 
wardens, and  others  of  the  principal  parishioners,  amongst  poor  persons  of 
the  parish,  not  receiving  parochial  relief. 


i 

I 


I 


Layfield’s  Charity. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  partake  of  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Layfield’s  charity, 
given  to  the  parish  of  Croston,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in  the 
account  of  the  charities  of  that  parish.  By  an  Act  passed  in  1793,  Chorley 
and  Rufford,  which  were  previously  townships  of  the  parish  of  Croston,  were 
separated  therefrom,  and  each  of  them  was  made  a distinct  parish ; and  by  a 
clause  in  that  Act,  it  was  provided  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Rufford 
should,  notwithstanding  its  separation,  be  entitled  to  the  same  share  of  any 
charity  that  had  theretofore  been  distributed  to  that  parish,  as  part  of  the 
parish  of  Croston,  to  which  they  were  entitled  before  the  passing  of  that  Act. 


Layfield’s  Charity. 


Charities  of  Baldwin  and  others. 

It  is  stated  on  a tablet  of  benefactions,  in  Rufford  church,  that  Thomas  Bald- 
! *win  gave  20/. ; Robert  Turner,  10/. ; Jennet  Hesketh,  4/.  105.  to  the  school 
of  this  parish. 

The  several  small  sums  above  mentioned,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  34/.  105. 

I are  supposed  to  have  been  added  may  years  ago  to  the  funds  of  the  parish  j 
I and  the  annual  sum  of  1/.  14  5.  Qd.  in  respect  of  the  interest  thereof,  after  the 
I rate  of  five  per  cent,  was  paid  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  out  of  the  poor’s 
I rates,  of  which  the  sum  ofl/.  45.  6rf.  was  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the 
1 remaining  105.  being  one  moiety  of  the  interest  of  Baldwin’s  gift  of  20  /.  was 
1 expended  in  the  purchase  of  a Bible,  or  other  religious  book,  for  a poor  child 
I of  the  parish.  This  payment  of  interest  has  been  discontinued  since  the  year 
1816,  in  consequence  of  a school  having  been  built  by  Sir  Thomas  Hesketh, 

1 baronet,  of  Rufford  Hall,  which  is  supported  at  his  own  expense,  for  the  educa- 
i tion  of  all  the  poor  children  of  the  parish,  on  the  national  system,  and  books 
are  also  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  scholars. 

We  were  assured,  that  there  would  be  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the 
parishioners  to  resume  the  payment  of  interest  for  the  above  mentioned  sums. 


Charities  of 
Baldwin  and 
others. 


Charities  of  Baldwin  and  Berry. 

It  is  stated  in  the  same  tablet,  that  Thomas  Baldwin  gave  20/.,  and  that  Charities  of 
Richard  Berry  gave  20/.  to  the  poor.  Baldwin  and  Berry. 

These  sums  are  also  supposed  to  have  to  have  been  added  to  the  parochial 
funds.  The  annual  sum  of  405.  a year  was  paid  as  the  interest  of  them,  out  of 
Rep.  15.  E e the 
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Rufford. 


Charities  of 
Baldwin  and  Berry, 
continued. 


the  rates,  anti  distributed  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  among  such  of  the  poor  as 
received  no  relief ; but  no  such  distribution  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
15  years.  We  were  assured,  however,  that  this  annual  payment  should  be 
resumed. 


PARISH  OF  STANDISH. 


Free  Grammar  School. 


Standish.  1. — ENDOWMENT  FOR  THE  SCHOOLMASTER. — Mat'y  Lcington,  widow,  by  her 

“ — will,  bearing  date  13th  February  l603,  reciting,  that  she  had  given,  by  deed,  to 

Edward  Standish  and  Edward  Rigbye,  esquires,  and  to  William  Leigh,  Parson 
of  Standish,  300/.  to  be  bestowed  as  she  should  by  will  appoint,  directed  that 
the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  successors,  should  purchase  therewith  lands  for 
the  maintenance  of  a free  school,  to  be  placed  in  Standish,  in  such  convenient 
place  as  they  should  procure,  the  government  of  which  school  and  lands  she 
left  to  be  assured  by  them. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  27th  April  1G25,  between  the  said  Edward  Rig- 
bye,  of  the  one  part ; and  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  baronet,  and  seven  others,  of  the 
other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Mary  Langton  had  given  300/.  into  the 
custody  of  the  said  Edward  Rigbye,  and  had  by  her  will  directed  that  her 
trustees  should,  with  that  sum,  provide  a maintenance  for  a free  school,  at 
Standish  ; and  reciting  an  order  made  in  the  duchy  chamber  of  Westminster, 
of  the  20th  May  1620,  whereby  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  Edward  Rigbye 
should  assure  to  feoffees,  lands  or  a rent-charge  of  18/.  per  annum,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  in  the  said  school,  the  said  Edward  Rigbye,  in 
consideration  of  the  said  300/.  granted  to  the  said  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  18/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  a 
capital  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  Troughton  Hall, 
situate  in  Broughton  in  Furness,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  out  of  all 
the  lands,  &c.  thereto  belonging,  in  trust,  to  pay  the  same  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  a free  grammar  school,  in  the  town  or  parish  of  Standish,  which  was 
to  be  governed  from  time  to  time,  and  the  revenues  thereof  disposed  according 
to  such  statutes  as  the  said  William  Leigh  and  Edward  Rigbye,  within  two 
years  should  set  down  in  writing,  and  in  default  thereof,  as  the  said  Sir  Ralph 
Assheton,  and  others,  should  set  down  in  writing,  within  seven  years ; with  the 
usual  powers  of  distress  and  entry  in  case  of  nonpayment  of  the  said  rent- 
charge,  and  a power  of  appointing  new  trustees,  by  the  survivors,  when  the 
trustees  therein  named  should  be  reduced  to  four. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  2d  July  1656,  reciting  the  above  indenture  of 
1625,  and  reciting,  that  the  surviving  trustees  therein  named,  had  by  indenture 
bearing  date  18th  January  1651,  appointed  new  trustees,  and  assigned  to  them 
the  said  rent-charge,  upon  trust  for  the  said  grammar  school,  and  that  they 
should  employ  the  said  rent-charge  towards  the  maintenance  of  an  able  school- 
master, who  should  be  appointed  by  the  trustees  to  teach  in  the  said  school 
at  Standish,  Sir  Edward  Wrightington  and  others,  as  the  surviving  trustees, 
under  the  indenture  of  1651,  assigned  the  said  rent-charge  to  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  others,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

Although  by  the  deed  of  1625,  a rent-charge  only  was  granted  out  of  the 
house  called  Troughton  Hall,  and  the  lands  thereunto  belonging,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  this  school,  the  trustees  of  it  appear  to  have  been  in  possession 
of  the  estate  itself  in  I707,  the  amount  of  the  rent  thereof  being  at  that  time 
less  than  the  rent-charge,  and  they  have  continued  in  the  receipt  of  the  rents 
to  the  present  time. 

In  1707,  a lease  was  granted  by  Richard  Brooke,  Stephen  Radley,  and 
William  Haydock,  clerk,  who  had  been  appointed  trustees  of  the  free  grammar 
school  of  Standish,  with  others,  in  1680,  to  John  Askew,  of  the  capital  mes- 
suage called  Troughton  Hall,  and  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  for  the  term 
of  seven  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  11/.  IO5.  payable  to  the  said  Richard 
Brooke  and  others,  and  their  successors,  trustees  of  the  said  school ; and  the 
said  Richard  Brooke  and  others  thereby  in  consideration  of  40/.  sold  to  the 
said  John  Askew,  all  the  timber  growing  upon  the  premises,  except  a certain 
portion  of  oaks  to  be  left  on  each  acre  of  wood-land. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  was  made  by  deed,  bearing  date  3d  August 
1790,  whereby  Sir  Frank  Standish  and  Edward  Fisher,  in  one  of  whom,  as  the 

heir 
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heir  of  the  surviving  trustee,  under  the  last  preceding  trust  deed,  dated  in 
1714,  the  said  yearly  rent-charge  of  18  /.  was  stated  to  be  vested,  assigned  the 
same,  according  to  their  respective  interests,  to  William  Orford  and  John 
Farmouth,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  Sir  Frank  Standish,  baronet.  Sir 
Richard  Clayton,  baronet,  William  Clayton,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Ferryn,  Thomas  Townley  Parker,  Richard  Willis  and  Robert  Clayton, 
upon  trust  for  the  free  grammar  school  of  Standish ; with  a provision  for 
appointing  new  trustees  when  they  should  be  reduced  to  four. 

The  present  surviving  trustees  are  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  William  Clayton, 
esquire,  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  Richard  Willis  and  Robert  Clayton, 
esquires. 

The  Troughton  Hall  estate  consists  of  an  old  house  and  out-buildings,  and 
60  A.  1 R.  27  p.  of  land,  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  being 
97  a.  3r.  20  p.  statute  measure,  including  a wood  called  Troughton  Hall,  con- 
taining 22  A.  3r.  5p.  customary  measure,  and  two  other  small  parcels  of  wood- 
land, containing  together  1a.  1r.  22p.  of  the  same  measure  ; it  is  now  held  by 
Joseph  Patrickson  and  Richard  Johnson,  under  a lease  granted  to  them  by  the 
trustees,  bearing  date  18th  November  I8I7,  for  a term  of  16  years  from  Candle- 
mas then  next,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  70 1.  the  amount  of  which  was  fixed,  upon 
the  opinion  of  a surveyor,  with  a reservation  of  the  timber ; and  the  lessees 
thereby  covenanted  not  to  cut  down  any  timber  trees,  excepting  where  trees 
and  wood  were  fenced  out  for  burning  charcoal,  and  usually  set  apart  and  cut 
down  for  that  purpose,  by  the  former  tenants  of  the  premises. 

It  is  understood  that  the  lessees,  during  their  term,  are  to  exercise  the  right 
of  once  cutting  the  underwood,  which  is  used  for  burning  charcoal. 

There  is  not  much  timber  upon  the  estate,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
timber  has  been  cut  for  sale  since  1707- 

The  40/.  received  at  that  time  for  timber,  is  invested,  together  with  60/. 
arising  from  the  gift  of  an  unknown  benefactor  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Standish  with  Langtree,  hereinafter  mentioned,  upon  the  security  of  a Wigan 
turnpike  bond,  granted  in  1806  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  the  present 
rector  of  Standish,  and  Ralph  Cross,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

The  school  premises  at  Standish,  consists  of — 

1.  — A school  room,  supposed  to  have  been  built  at  the  time  of  the  foundation 
of  the  school. 

2.  — A house  erected  in  1796,  as  a residence  for  the  schoolmaster,  at  an 
expense  of  27O/.  which  sum  was  appropriated  to  this  purpose  by  the  Rev. 
Richard  Perryn,  out  of  the  residuary  personal  estate  of  Mrs.  Mary  Smalley, 
bequeathed  to  him,  in  1794,  for  charitable  purposes,  as  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly stated  in  a subsequent  part  of  the  present  report,  with  a garden,  and 
part  of  a close  called  the  School  Croft,  all  of  which  are  in  the  occupation  of 
the  schoolmaster.  There  being  no  fund  for  the  repairs  of  the  school  buildings, 
they  have  been  from  time  to  time  repaired  by  subscriptions  raised  for  that 
purpose.  They  are  now  in  ijood  repair. 

3.  — The  residue  of  the  School  croft  has  been  granted  by  the  trustees  in 
small  parcels,  from  time  to  time,  from  1794  to  1825,  for  the  purpose  of  building, 
to  various  persons,  in  some  instances  in  fee  simple,  with  reservations  of  per- 
petual rents,  calculated  at  the  rate  oild.  per  annum  for  each  square  yard,  and 
in  the  others,  for  terms  of  999  years,  at  rents  of  the  same  proportionate  amount. 

The  whole  School  croft,  contained  2 a.  1r.  17p- statute  measure,  of  which  the 
school  room,  schoolmaster’s  house,  garden,  and  play-ground,  occupy  2 r.  30  p. 
The  rents  received  for  that  part  of  the  remaining  1 a.  2 r.  27  p.  which  has 
been  granted  for  building,  amount  to  20  1.  4 s.  4 d.  per  annum.  If  no  such 
grants  had  been  made,  it  is  estimated,  that  the  present  annual  value  of  the 
1a.  2r.  27P.  would  have  been  about  7 per  annum.  It  is  not  known  at 
whose  expense  the  original  school-room  was  erected,  nor  by  what  means  the 
School  croft,  which  is  supposed  from  its  situation  to  have  been  part  of  the 
waste  lands  of  the  manor,  was  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  charity. 
We  apprehend  that  the  trustees  had  no  authority  to  alienate  this  land  in  fee, 
or  for  a term  equivalent  to  a perpetuity ; but  there  seems  no  doubt,  that 
the  result  has  in  point  of  income  been  very  advantageous  to  the  charity. 

These  rents,  together  with  those  of  the  Troughton  Hall  estate,  and  40  5. 
per  annum,  being  the  interest  of  the  above  mentioned  40/.  timber  money,  are 
received  by  the  schoolmaster. 
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2. — Endowment  for  the  Usher. — By  indenture,  bearing  date  22d  January 
1633,  the  Rev.  William  Leigh,  rector  of  Standish,  and  Edward  Wrightington, 
Peter  White  and  William  Dicconson,  (the  three  latter  being  described  as  persons 
intrusted  by  the  said  William  Leigh,)  for  a provision  to  be  raised  out  of  the  lands 
thereinafter  expressed,  for  the  uses  thereinaftermentioned,  granted  and  enfeoffed 
to  Sir  Alexander  Radcliffe  and  ten  others,  and  their  heirs,  certain  messuages, 
lands,  &c.  lying  in  the  township  of  Goosnargh,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  upon  trust,  that  the  yearly  rents 
then  reserved  upon  the  leases  thereof,  amounting  to  4 1.  4 s.  per  annum,  should 
be  employed  towards  the  maintenance  and  finding  of  an  able  person  to  serve  as 
usher  to  instruct  children  in  the  free  grammar  school,  in  the  town  of  Stan- 
dish, and  that  after  the  determination  of  the  leases  thereof,  the  said  premises 
should  be  let  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  for  the  most  yearly  rent,  which 
should  be  paid  to  the  usher,  so  far  as  the  same  would  extend,  towards  making 
up  the  yearly  stipend  of  12/.  for  him;  and  that  if  by  improvements,  any 
further  benefit  should  be  raised,  above  the  said  yearly  sum  of  12/.,  the 
surplus  should  go  to  the  said  William  Leigh  and  his  heirs;  with  a proviso,, 
that  when  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four,  they  should 
convey  the  premises  to  twelve  others,  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Standish, 
to  be  chosen  by  them  upon  the  same  trusts  : And  it  was  declared,  that  the 
said  trustees  should  have  the  power  of  placing  and  displacing  the  usher; 
and  that  he  should  be  subject  to  such  rules  as  should  be  appointed  by  the 
said  William  Leigh,  in  waiting,  or  by  his  will,  and  in  default  thereof,  to 
such  rules  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part ; 
and  it  was  declared  by  the  said  William  Leigh,  that  if  any  question,  doubt 
or  ambiguity,  should  at  any  time  arise,  concerning  any  matter  contained  in 
the  said  deed,  or  the  exposition  of  the  intent  of  the  said  William  Leigh 
concerning  the  same,  the  said  question  or  doubt  should  be  explained,  settled 
or  determined,  by  the  said  William  Leigh,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  decease, 
by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  time  being,  according  as  in  his 
opinion,  he  should  conceive  it  to  be  consonant  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  William  Leigh.  1 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  endow'ment  was  made  by  indentures 
of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  26th  and  27th  May  1791,  whereby  Thomas 
Rutter,  as  the  heir  of  Henry  Rutter,  the  surviving  trustee  under  the  last  pre- 
ceding trust  deed  of  1714,  conveyed  the  before  mentioned  premises  upon  the 
same  trusts,  to  Sir  Frank  Standish,  bart..  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  bart.,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Perryn,  William  Clayton,  Thomas  Hawkshead,  John  Farnw’orth, 
William  Orford,  Henry  Blackburn,  John  Taylor,  John  Whalley,  Thomas'* 
Cowling,  Thomas  Jones,  John  Miller,  James  Hart,  John  Heaton,  and  Peter 
Wareing,  of  whom  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Clayton,  and  Peter  Wareing  are  now  living. 

The  annual  sum  of  12/.  to  which  the  usher  is  entitled  under  this  donation,  is 
now  paid  to  him  by  various  owners  of  houses  and  lands  in  the 
Goosnargh. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  April  1791,  reciting,  that  the  salary  of  the 
usher  of  the  free  grammar  school  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  far  from 
adequate  to  the  duties  of  that  office  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  for  the  augmen- 
tation thereof,  Mary  Smalley  had  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  William. 
Orford,  and  Thomas  Greenhalgh,  the  sum  of  200/.  upon  trust,  to  place 
the  same  on  real  or  government  or  other  good  security,  and  to  continue  or, 
call  in  and  replace  the  same,  as  there  might  be  occasion,  from  time  to  time,' 
and  pay  the  interest  thereof  to  the  usher  of  the  said  school,  for  ever,  as  an 
increase  to  his  salary  ; and  it  was  declared,  that  upon  the  decease  or  removal 
from  the  said  rectory,  of  the  said  Richard  Perryn,  or  any  future  rector  of 
Standish,  the  person  in  whom  the  legal  interest  of  the  said  200/.  should  be 
vested  should  appoint  the  succeeding  rector,  and  such  other  person,  resident 
in  the  parish  of  Standish,  as  he  should  name  trustees  for  the  execution  of  the 
said  trusts,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  new  trust  deeds  should  be  paid  out  of 
the  interest  or  dividends  thereof.  . 

The  Rev.  Richard  Perryn  is  the  only  surviving  trustee  under  this  deed. 

The  sum  of  200/.,  thus  given  by  Mrs.  Smalley,  was,  together  with  a sum  of 
204/.  arising  from  various  donations  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Standish 
with  Langtree,  hereafter  mentioned,  and  a sum  of  200/.  belonging  to  a charity 

at 
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at  Wigan,  (of' which  Elias  Chadwick  was  a trustee,  and  wliich  will  be  a subject 
of  future  inquiry),  lent  in  1792  on  a mortgage  of  certain  houses,  gardens,  &c. 
at  Wigan. 

By  the  mortgage  deeds,  being  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  which  bear 
date  25th  and  26th  April  1792,  James  Hawarden,  of  Wigan,  surgeon,  and  s 
William  Baldwin,  his  trustee,  for  securing  a sum  of  604/.  for  which  a bond 
had  been  given,  with  interest  at  4/.  15.9.  per  cent,  by  the  said  James  Hawarden, 
to  the  Rev.  R,ichard  Perryn  and  Elias  Chadwick,  granted  in  mortgage  to  the 
said  Richard  Perryn  and  Elias  Chadwick,  and  their  heirs,  four  houses,  with 
outbuildings,  gardens,  &c.  to  the  same  belonging,  situate  in  the  Scoles,  near 
the  Scoles  bridge,  in  Wigan,  and  several  cottages  and  buildings  built  and  then 
building  upon  the  same  premises ; and  the  said  Richard  Perryn  and  Elias 
Chadwick  covenanted  and  declared  with  William  Orford,  Thomas  Greenhalgh, 
William  Barker,  and  Peter  Chisenhall,  of  Standish  and  Langtree,  who  were 
made  parties  thereto,  that  they  would  stand  possessed  of  the  said  604/.  upon 
the  following  trusts  ; as  to  200/.  part  thereof,  and  interest,  upon  trust  for  the 
said  Richard  Perryn,  William  Orford,  and  Thomas  Greenhalgh,  in  trust,  for 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  usher  of  the  school  of  Standish  ; as  to  204/.  and 
interest,  in  trust  for  the  said  Richard  Perryn,  William  Orford,  Richard 
Barker,  and  Peter  Chisenhall,  in  trust  for  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Standish  and 
Langtree  ; and  as  to  the  remaining  200/.  in  trust  for  the  said  Elias  Chadwick, 
in  whom  that  sum  was  vested,  as  executor  of  John  Latham,  who  was  executor 
of  Ralph  Banks,  who  was  surviving  executor  of  John  Hardman,  upon  certain 
trusts  mentioned  in  the  said  John  Hardman’s  will.  The  release  also  contained 
a covenant  from  James  Hawarden,  the  mortgagor,  to  insure  the  premises 
against  fire  ; and  he  appears  to  have  insured  them,  and  to  have  assigned  the 
policy  of  insurance  to  the  trustees. 

The  mortgagor  is  dead,  and  his  widow  is  n6w  in  the  receipt  of  the  rents  of 
the  mortgaged  premises.  The  interest  of  the  200/.  given  by  Mrs.  Smalley,  and 
of  the  204/.  arising  from  the  gifts  to  the  poor,  being  now  five  per  cent,  to 
which  amount  it  was  raised  in  1808  from  4/.  15  s.  is  received  by  the  Rev. 
Richard  Perryn,  who  pays  10/.  of  it,  as  the  interest  of  the  200/.  to  the  usher. 
The  application  of  the  interest  of  the  204/.  will  be  stated  in  subsequent  parts 
of  this  Report. 


In  1664,  certain  statutes  were  made  for  the  government  of  this  school,  which 
purport  to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being. 

These  statutes  direct,  (amongst  other  things),  that  the  schoolmaster  and 
usher  shall  be  chosen  by  the  respective  trustees  of  their  several  endowments  ; 
that  the  schoolmaster  shall  be  a graduate  in  one  of  the  universities ; that  certain 
Latin  and  Greek  books,  therein  specified,  shall  be  read  in  the  school ; that  the 
boys,  on  their  admission,  shall  pay  6 d.  to  the  master,  and  4 d.  to  the  usher ; 
and  that  the  trustees  shall  meet  annually,  with  the  rector  of  Standish,  on  the 
Thursday  before  Whitsunday,  and  examine  the  scholars. 

The  school  room  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  is  appropriated 
to  the  schoolmaster,  who  is  a clergyman,  and  the  other  to  the  usher. 

All  the  boys  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  whose  parents  think  proper  to  send 
them,  are  received  into  the  school.  Those  for  whom  classical  instruction  is 
desired,  are  taught  by  the  master,  free  of  expense.  The  others  are  instructed 
by  the  usher,  in  English  reading,  also  free  of  expense,  but  for  such  of  them 
as  learn  writing  and  arithmetic,  the  usher  is  paid  by  their  parents. 

The  master  takes  a few  boarders  who  are  taught  in  the  school.  The  num- 
ber of  day  scholars  is  about  40,  of  whom  not  more  than  two  or  three  are 
instructed  in  the  classics. 

No  meetings  of  the  trustees  have  of  late  years  been  held,  the  superintendence 
of  the  school,  and  of  the  property  belonging  to  it,  having  been  left  by  the  other 
trustees  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Perryn.  The  present  schoolmaster  and  the  usher 
were  appointed  by  him,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  trustees. 

Mary  Smalley’s  School  for  Girls. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  24th  July  1797j  between  the  Rev.  Richard 
Perryn,  rector  of  Standish,  of  the  one  part;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Master,  D.  D. 
rector  of  Croston,  the  Honourable  and  Rev.  George  Bridgeman,  rector  of 
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Standish.  Wigan,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  vicar  of  Leyland,  of  the  other  part ; 

reciting,  that  Mary  Smalley,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  l6th  September  1794, 

ll^^s^S  ho  1 I>equeathed  to  the  said  Richard  Perryn,  all  the  residue  of  her  personal  effects, 
™ for^G^irls  °°  ’ distributed  amongst  the  public  charities  in  the  said  will  mentioned, 

continued.  and  any  others  that  he  might  think  proper,  in  such  shares  as  he  should 

' ' think  fit ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Perryn  had  laid  out  1,000/.  part 

of  the  said  residue  of  the  personal  effects  of  the  said  Mary  Smalley,  in  the 
purchase  of  1,666  /.  13  s.  4 d.  stock,  in  the  three  per  cent  consols,  for  the  found- 
ing and  maintaining  of  a free  school  in  Standish,  for  the  instruction  of  a suc- 
cession of  twenty  poor  girls,  who  should  belong  to  Standish,  according  to  the 
constitutions  and  rules  for  the  foundation  and  government  of  the  said  school, 
approved  by  the  parties  to  that  indenture,  and  signed  by  them,  and  deposited 
with  the  said  Richard  Perryn,  and  also  to  such  further  constitutions  and  rules 
as  should  from  time  to  time  be  made  for  the  government  of  the  said  school, 
in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  parties 
had  been  by  the  said  Richard  Perryn  named  as  trustees,  and  that  the  said 
• Richard  Perryn  had  caused  the  said  1,666/.  13  5.  4 c/.  stock,  to  be  transferred 

into  their  names,  jointly,  with  his  own  ; it  was  declared,  that  the  said 
1,666/.  135.  4 c/.  stock,  was  given  by  the  said  Richard  Perryn,  and  so  trans- 
ferred, upon  trust,  that  the  trustees  should  permit  the  said  Richard  Perryn 
and  his  successors,  rectors  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  said  school,  to  receive  the  yearly  dividends  of  the  said  stock,  and  to  dispose 
of  the  same  in  maintaining  the  said  school,  according  to  the  said  constitutions 
and  rules,  so  signed  and  deposited  as  aforesaid,  and  such  further  constitutions 
and  rules  as  should  be  made  by  the  rector  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  and  the 
major  part  of  the  trustees,  such  rector  being  one,  and  to  pay  the  overplus 
of  such  yearly  dividends,  if  any  should  be,  in  such  manner  as  tlie  said 
Richard  Perryn,  and  his  successors,  rectors  of  Standish  for  the  time  being, 
should  from  time  to  time  think  fit,  in  promoting  the  said  charity,  and 
in  providing  for  and  rewarding  all  or  any  of  the  children  who  should  be 
admitted  into  the  said  school,  whilst  they  continued  therein,  or  after  their 
leaving  the  same ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  the  rector  of  Standish,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  said  school,  should  always  be  a trustee,  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  said  school,  without  further  nomination  ; and  that  as  often  as 
any  one  of  the  other  trustees  should  die,  the  rector  of  Standish,  and  the  major 
part  of  the  surviving  trustees,  should  nominate,  under  their  hands,  in  some  book 
to  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  one  rector,  vicar,  or  gentleman,  residing  within 
the  distance  of  12  miles  from  the  parish  church  of  Standish,  to  be  a trustee, 
so  long  as  he  should  reside  within  such  distance  of  the  said  church,  and  so  from 
time  to  time,  when  any  other  trustee  (except  the  rector  of  Standish)  should 
die,  or  remove  his  residence  further  than  12  miles  from  the  said  church,  and 
that  a transfer  of  the  said  stock  should  be  made  accordingly;  and  upon  further 
trust,  that  if  by  reason  of  the  unwillingness  of  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
school,  or  from  a want  of  a sufficient  number  of  children  to  form  it,  or  from  any 
other  cause,  any  rector  of  Standish,  and  all  the  other  trustees,  should  under 
their  hands  declare,  that  the  said  charitable  institution  for  the  instruction  of 
girls,  could  not  any  longer  be  continued,  so  as  beneficially  to  answer  the  good 
designs  thereof,  from  thenceforth  all  the  trusts  before  mentioned  should  cease, 
and  the  rector  of  Standish,  and  the  surviving  trustees,  should  stand  possessed 
of  the  said  stock,  upon  trust,  to  sell  the  same,  and  to  dispose  of  the  monies  to 
arise  therefrom,  and  the  dividends  thereof,  in  manner  following,  viz.  : — To 
the  trustees  of  the  free  school,  or  some  public  charity,  in  Croston,  which 
should  be  recommended  by  the  then  rector  of  Croston,  100/. ; to  the  trustees 
of  the  free  school  in  Haigh,  in  the  parish  of  Wigan,  or  to  some  public  charity 
in  the  said  parish,  which  should  be  recommended  by  the  then  rector  of 
Wigan,  100/.;  to  the  trustees  of  the  free  school,  or  some  public  charity,  in 
Leyland,  which  should  be  recommended  by  the  then  vicar  of  Leyland,  100/. ; 
the  said  three  several  sums  of  100/.  to  be  placed  at  interest  or  invested  in  the 
purchase  of  stock,  by  the  respective  trustees  to  whom  the  same  should  be  paid, 
and  the  yearly  interest  thereof  to  be  by  them  applied  to  augment  the  salaries 
of  the  respective  masters  of  the  same  schools,  or  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
general  benevolent  designs  or  trusts  concerning  their  respective  charities  ; and 
upon  further  trust,  to  pay  one-third  part  of  the  remainder  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  ; another  third  part  to  the 
, trustees 
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trustees  of’  the  Society  for  the  Maintenance  and  Education  of  the  Orphan 
Children  of  Clergymen,  till  of  age  to  be  put  out  apprentices  ; and  the'remaining 
third  part,  to  the  trustees  of  the  society  held  at  Warrington,  for  the  benefit  of 
clergymens  widows  ; the  interest  of  such  respective  parts  to  be  applied  by  the 
respective  trustees,  towards  the  furtherance  of  their  respective  charitable  insti- 
tutions : And  it  was  agreed,  that  the  constitutions,  deposited  with  the  said 

Richard  Perryn,  as  aforesaid,  should  be  the  constitutions  for  the  government  of 
the  said  school,  until  altered  by  the  said  rector  of  Standish,  and  a majority  of 
the  other  trustees  ; and  that  the  said  rector,  and  a majority  of  the  other  trustees, 
should  have  power  to  alter  the  said  constitutions,  and  make  others,  for  the 
government  of  the  said  school;  and  that  the  girls  should  be  admitted  therein, 
as  they  should  from  time  to  time  think  fit. 

By  the  original  constitutions  of  this  school,  it  was  directed,  (amongst  other 
things),  that  the  rector  of  Standish  for  the  time  being,  should  be  the  treasurer 
of  the  charitable  fund,  and  should  have  the  power  of  disposing  of  the  money 
which  might  be  over  and  above  the  stipend  of  the  mistress,  in  providing  materials 
to  set  the  children  on  work,  and  in  buying  them  some  necessary  clothing,  and 
in  such  other  issues  as  might  be  expedient ; that  he  should  submit  the  account 
once  a year  to  the  trustees,  at  a general  meeting,  to  be  held  at  Standish,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  July ; that  he  should  be  conservator  of  the  books  and 
papers,  president  of  the  meetings  of  the  trustees,  visitor  to  correct  such 
abuses  as  might  arise  in  the  intervals  of  the  meetings,  and  should  act  as  secre- 
tary of  the  charity;  that  the  number  of  children  should  be  20,  whose  parents 
should  be  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  to  be  chosen  between  five  and 
ten  years  of  age,  in  the  first  instance  by  the  rector  of  Standish,  and  afterwards 
by  the  trustees,  at  their  annual  meeting,  and  that  each  child  should  continue 
in  the  school  four  years ; that  the  schoolmistress  should  be  chosen  in  the  same 
manner,  and  should  be  removable  by  the  trustees ; that  her  stipend  should  be 
16  guineas  per  annum  ; that  her  house  should  be  rent-free  ; that  she  should  be 
allowed  two  guineas  a year  for  coals ; that  no  entrance  or  perquisite  what- 
ever should  be  taken  by  her  from  the  children  or  their  parents ; that  the 
children  should  be  clothed  as  far  as  the  funds  would  allow  ; and  that  each  of 
them  should,  on  leaving  the  school,  (her  behaviour  having  been  exemplary), 
receive  a bible  and  prayer  book,  and  one  guinea,  to  be  laid  out  in  clothing. 

By  the  rules  and  orders,  made  at  the  same  time  as  the  constitutions,  it  was 
directed,  that  the  children  should  be  taught  to  read  well,  that  they  should  be 
instructed  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  catechism 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  should  also  be  taught  needle-working,  knitting, 
spinning,  &c. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  the  Reverend  Richard  Perryn,  the 
Honourable  and  Reverend  George  Bridgman,  the  Reverend  William  Yates, 
and  Major  Robert  Clayton,  the  two  latter  having  been  elected  upon  the  deaths 
of  the  other  two  trustees,  named  in  the  foundation  deed. 

The  1,666/.  13  5.  'hd.  stock,  belonging  to  the  charity,  has  been  transferred 
into  the  names  of  the  present  trustees,  and  the  dividends  thereof  are  received 
by  Mr.  Perryn,  as  treasurer.  Whatever  profit  is  made  by  the  work  done  by  the 
girls  is  carried  to  the  account  of  the  receipts  of  the  charity.  This  profit  amounted 
in  the  last  year  to  10/.  65.  Qd. 

The  schoolmistress  resides  and  teaches  the  girls  of  this  school  in  a house 
belonging  to  the  rectory,  for  which,  with  a garden,  a rent  of  6/.  a year  is  paid 
to  the  rector,  out  of  the  dividends. 

Twenty  poor  girls  of  the  parish  of  Standish  are  instructed  in  reading, 
working,  he.  and  are  clothed ; vacancies  in  the  number  being  filled  up  by 
Mr.  Perryn. 

The  annual  sum  of  18  /.  18  5.  is  paid  to  the  schoolmistress,  for  her  stipend, 
and  her  allowance  for  coals.  The  rest  of  the  expenditure  consists  of  materials 
for  clothing  the  girls,  books,  and  incidental  charges.  The  accounts  are  kept  by 
Mr.  Perryn,  who,  at  the  time  of  our  investigation,  was  in  advance  to  the  charity, 
about  8/. 


It  may  be  proper  to  notice  in  this  place,  the  mode  in  which  the  residue  of  the 
personal  effects  of  the  above  named  Mrs.  Mary  Smalley,  given  by  her  will  to  the 
Rev.  Ricliard  Perryn,  to  be  by  him  distributed  amongst  the  public  charities 
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mentioned  in  her  will,  or  any  other  that  he  might  think  proper,  in  such  shares 
and  proportions  as  he  should  think  fit,  was  disposed  of,  as  stated  in  an  inscription 
upon  a tablet  erected  by  Mr.  Perryn,  in  the  parish  church  of  Standish,  the 
total  amount  of  such  residue  being  2,2G9^.  lOr/. 

Ten  per  cent  in  augmentation  of  Mrs.  Smalley’s  charitable  legacies,  viz. 

; £.  s.  d. 


To  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge  , 

To  the  Clerical  Society,  Warrington  - - - - -j 

To  the  Society  for  educating  Orphans  of  Clergymen  - - | 

To  the  Infirmary,  Manchester,  10/.;  the  Charity  School,  , 
Wigan,  10/.  - - - - - ■ - ■ ,"  i 

To  the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  10/.;  Dispensary,  5/.;  Lunatic  , 
Hospital,  5/.;  Blue  Coat  Hospital,  10/.  - - - - 

In  the  purchase  of  the  above-mentioned  l,66fi/.  13  s.  4J.  for 
the  endowment  of  the  girls  school  at  Standish  - - 

To  the  trustees  of  the  grammar  school  at  Standish,  for 

building - 

To  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  100/.;  Lunatic  ditto,  50/.,  Man- 
chester - - - - - - - - - "j 

To  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool  - - - 

To  the  Infirmary,  too/.;  Charity  School  for  Girls,  'lol. 


30  - - 

30  - - 

30  - - 

20  - - 

30  - - 

1 ,000  - - 

270  - - 

150  - - 
100  - - 


Chester  ---------- 

To  the  trustees  of  the  Female  School  of  Industry,  Blackburn 
To  the  trustees  of  Billington  School,  100/.;  Ditto  of  Hes- 
kin,  50/.  - - - - - - 

To  the  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 


120  - - 
100  - - 

150  - - 


Parts  - - - 

To  the  Clerical  Society,  Kendal  - - - 

To  trustees,  for  the  use  of  two  schools,  in  Turton 
For  trust  deeds,  expense  of  tablets,  and  other  charges  - 


50  - - 
50  - - 
100  - - 
39  13  10 


£. 


2,269  13  10 


Cooper’s  Charity. 


By  indenture,  bearing  date  2d  November  1686,  between  Elizabeth  Cooper,' 
widow  of  Hugh  Cooper,  deceased,  of  the  one  part;  and  Hugh  Warren,  William 
Haydock,  clerk,  rector  of  Standish,  Thomas  Wilson,  Peter  Shaw,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Cooper,  and  Robert  Cooper,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Elizabeth 
Cooper,  as  well  in  performance  of  the  charitable  intent  of  the  said  Hugh 
Cooper,  and  the  trust  by  him  reposed  in  her,  as  also  for  other  causes  and  con- 
siderations, covenanted,  that  she  would  within  one  month,  pay  to  the  said  Hugh 
Warren,  and  others,  50/.  upon  trust,  that  they  would  put  forth  the  said  sum 
to  the  best  yearly  profit,  and  distribute  such  yearly  profit,  either  for  buying 
clothes,  so  far  as  the  same  would  extend,  for  such  poor  indigent  people,  in- 
habiting in  the  parish  of  Standish,  as  should  be  by  them  found  to  have  the 
greatest  necessity,  having  a more  peculiar  respect  to  such  as  should  be  most 
sober,  honest  and  industrious,  and  the  greatest  frequenters  of  the  church,  of 
in  some  other  way,  for  their  benefit,  as  the  trustees  should  think  fit : And  the 
trustees  covenanted,  that  when  four  of  them  should  die,  the  survivors  would 
appoint  four  others,  inhabitants  in  or  near  the  parish  of  Standish,  to  be  trustees 
jointly  with  the  survivors,  of  the  said  50/.  to  the  uses  aforesaid.  ; 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity  appears  to  have  been  in  17<59, 
when  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pilgrim,  as  rector  of  Standish,  (the  trustees  having  alt 
died  without  nominating  any  other  persons  to  succeed  them),  appointed  by 
deed,  Thomas  Lowe,  and  six  others,  to  be  trustees. 


This  legacy  forms  part  of  the  sum  of  204-/.  stated  in  the  account  of  the  free 
grammar  school  to  be  secured  on  a mortgage  of  certain  houses  in  Wigan. 

Of  the  interest  of  this  sum  of  50/.  being  505.  per  annum,  10  5.  is  reserved 
by  Mr.  Ralph  Cross,  who  receives  the  same,  and  forms  part  of  a distribution 
of  linen  cloth,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Standish  with  Langtree, 
as  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day;  the  remaining  405.  is  divided 
amongst  the  other  nine  townships  of  the  parish,  according  to  an  old  apportion- 
ment, supposed  to  have  been  adopted  with  reference  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  each  township.  These  small  sums,  of  which  65. 5</.  is  the  highest, 
and  1 5.  11c/.  is  the  lowest,  are  paid  over  by  Mr.  Cross,  to  one  of  the 
officers  of  each  township,  for  distribution  amongst  the  poor  thereof  re- 
spectively. John 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  STANDISH-WITH-LANGTRFE. 

Johnson’s  Charity. 

John  Johnson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  5th  August  1697,  gave  a leasehold  Standish-with 
messuage  and  several  closes  of  land,  situate  in  Standish  and  Shevington,  (if  Langtree. 
Alice  Johnson,  his  daughter,  should  die  before  she  attained  21  years  of  age,  , , TTT, 
or  was  married,  and  if  Mary,  his  wife,  should  marry  again),  to  John  Whalley,  k ^ 
his  executors,  &c.  during  the  terms  he  had  therein,  upon  trust,  to  bestow, 
yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  5 1.  in  linen  cloth,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  people  of  Standish  and  Langtree,  in  such  manner  and  pro- 
portion as  the  same  John  Whalley,  and  Mary,  the  testator’s  wife,  and  the 
overseers  of  Standish  and  Langtree  for  the  time  being,  should,  in  their  discretion, 
think  most  proper ; and  he  directed,  that  the  remainder  of  the  clear  yearly 
profits  of  the  said  premises  should  remain  as  a stock  for  the  aforesaid  townships, 
to  be  put  forth  yearly,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  thereof  for  the  time  being, 
and  that  the  accruing  interest  should  be  bestow^ed  in  linen  cloth,  and  distri- 
buted amongst  the  poor  of  Standish  and  Langtree  aforesaid,  as  the  overseers 
for  the  time  being  should  think  convenient. 

This  abstract  is  taken  from  the  recital  of  the  donor’s  will,  in  an  indenture, 
bearing  date  25th  Nov.  1802,  made  between  Henry  Fisher,  described  as  the 
surviving  trustee  of  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  of  the  one  part ; and 
Edward  Townley  Standish,  esquire,  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  William  Fisher, 

Ralph  Cross,  John  Whalley,  and  William  Orford,  of  the  other  part ; whereby, 
after  also  reciting,  that  with  the  surplus  produce  of  the  said  devised  premises, 
and  otherwise  divers  messuages,  cottages,  dwelling-houses,  lands,  tenements, 
rents  and  premises,  had  been  theretofore  purchased ; and  that  the  said  Henry 
Fisher  then  stood  seised  thereof,  upon  the  trusts  in  the  said  will  mentioned  ; 
and  that  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  the  said  trusts,  and  perpetuating 
the  said  John  Johnson’s  benevolent  intentions,  it  was  expedient,  that  the  said 
premises,  whereof  the  said  Henry  Fisher  then  stood  seised,  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said  parties, 
and  of  himself,  the  said  Henry  Fisher,  upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned  ; 
it  was  witnessed,  that  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said  Henry  Fisher  granted 
to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and  tenement, 
with  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  situate  in  Standish,  which  had  been  conveyed 
by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  3d  and  4th  August  1702, 
by  Peter  Watino,  to  Edward  Taylor  and  eight  others  ; and  a close  situate  on 
Moss  o’Lee,  within  Wrightington,  containing  by  estimation,  30  perches ; and 
a messuage  or  dwelling-house,  erected  upon  the  same  close ; and  a chief  or 
fee  farm  rent  of  1 5.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  and  lands  in  Wrightington, 
which  close  and  rent  had  been  conveyed,  by  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale, 
bearing  date  8th  December  I78O,  by  Thomas  Smith  to  Robert  Carter,  the 
said  Henry  Fisher  and  Thomas  Martlew,  and  their  heirs ; and  also  tw'O  mes- 
suages or  dwelling-houses,  situate  at  the  Grove,  in  Standish,  and  a yearly  rent 
of  1 1.  5 s.  issuing  out  of  a parcel  of  land,  situate  in  Standish,  containing  320 
square  yards,  by  virtue  of  a deed  of  feoffment,  dated  27th  December  1792, 
made  between  Samuel  Casey,  of  the  first  part,  John  Standish,  of  the  second 
part,  and  Catherine  Bancks,  of  the  third  part,  and  a yearly  rent  of  1 1.  issuing 
out  of  another  plot  of  land,  situate  in  Standish,  containing  242  square  yards, 
by  virtue  of  a deed  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  lOth  June  1794,  made  betw'een 
the  said  Samuel  Casey,  of  the  first  part,  the  said  John  Standish,  of  the  second 
part;  and  William  Morris  and  Thomas  Wareing,  of  the  third  part,  and  a yearly 
rent  of  1/.  45.  11c?.  issuing  out  of  two  other  plots,  situate  in  Standish,  one  of 
them  containing  191,  and  the  other  108  square  yards,  by  indenture  of  feoff- 
ment, bearing  date  1st  April  1796,  made  between  the  said  Samuel  Casey  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Parkinson,  Samuel  Barker, 

Joseph  Speakman,  James  Baron,  Joshua  Marsden,  and  Peter  Brown,  of  the  other 
part;  and  a yearly  rent  of  195.  8 issuing  out  of  a plot  of  land,  situate  in 
Standish,  containg  231  square  yards,  by  virtue  of  a deed  of  feoffment,  bearing 
date  1st  April  1796,  made  betwen  the  said  Samuel  Casey  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  William  Heaton,  Thomas  Wareing,  Henry  I>ea, 

William  Fisher,  Ralph  Cross,  and  John  Smith,  of  the  other  part ; which  same 
messuages,  dwelling-houses,  rents,  &c.  were,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  re- 
lease, bearing  date  llth  and  12th  May  1796,  conveyed  by  Samuel  Casey  to  the 
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said  Henry  Fisher  and  John  Standish,  as  therein  mentioned  ; and  a dwelling- 
house,  with  the  land  thereto  belonging,  situate  in  Standish,  standing  on  part 
of  the  plot  mentioned  in  the  said  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  27th  December 
1792,  and  which  same  messuage  or  dwelling-house,  and  land,  were  conveyed 
by  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  14th  May  1798,  by  Catherine  Bancks 
^ to  the  said  Henry  Fisher  and  John  Standish  ; all  which  said  messuages,  houses, 
lands,  rents  and  premises,  therein  before  mentioned,  the  said  Henry  Fisher 
stood  seised  of  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  said  John  Johnson’s  will ; to 
hold  all  the  said  premises  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs, 
to  the  use  of  them  and  of  the  said  Henry  Fisher,  and  their  heirs  for  ever  upon 
trust,  to  employ  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  in  the 
purchasing  of  linen  cloth,  to  be  from  time  to  time  annually  distributed  amongst 
the  poor  settled  inhabitants  of  the  townships  of  Standish  and  Langtree,  in  such 
manner  and  proportions  as  they  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  townships,  for  the  time  being,  should  in  their 
discretion  think  most  proper,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  will  of  the  said 
John  Johnson  ; but  it  was  declared,  that  the  conveyance  thereby  made,  was  to 
be  subject  to  a certain  indenture  of  lease,  bearing  date  3d  December  1785, 
made  between  the  before  mentioned  Thomas  Martlew,  Henry  Fisher,  John 
Standish,  Joseph  Carter,  John  Platt,  and  Robert  Carter,  of  the  one  part,  and 
John  Lunt,  William  German,  William  Heaton,  and  Thomas  Heaton,  of  the 
other  part ; whereby  the  premises  comprised  in  the  said  indentnres  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  3d  and  4th  August  1792,  were  demised  to  the  said  John 
Lunt  and  others,  and  their  executors,  &c.  for  the  term  of  999  years,  under 
certain  rents  and  conditions  therein  contained : and  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
servation of  the  said  charitable  gift  of  the  said  John  Johnson,  it  was  declared, 
that  whenever  the  number  of  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  sur- 
vivors should  elect  so  many  of  the  substantial  inhabitants  of  Standish  and 
Langtree,  as  should  make  up  the  number  of  seven,  to  be  joined  with  the  sur- 
vivors, and  should  convey  the  premises  accordingly,  upon  the  trusts  above 
expressed. 

Of  the  trustees  named  in  this  deed,  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  William 
Fisher,  and  Ralph  Cross,  are  the  present  survivors.  The  trustees  state,  that  they 
have  no  other  deeds  in  their  possession  relating  to  this  charity.  The  original 
donation  of  John  Johnson,  appears  from  the  recital  of  his  will,  to  have  consisted 
of  leasehold  premises  j but  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  the  particulars  of 
which  those  premises  consisted,  or  the  extent  of  term  for  which  they  were 
held.  All  the  premises  comprised  in  the  above  abstracted  deed,  are  thereby 
conveyed  as  freehold  ; and  it  is  to  be  collected  from  the  deed,  that  the  whole 
of  them  came  into  the  possession  of  the  trustees  of  this  charity  for  the  time 
being,  not  by  John  Johnson’s  will,  but  by  various  conveyances,  dated  respec- 
tively in  1702, 178O,  1796,  and  1798.  We  are  informed,  that  the  late  Mr.  Henry 
Fisher,  and  Mr.  John  Standish,  had  the  management  of  the  charity  during 
a great  number  of  years,  and  that  they  are  supposed  to  have  increased  the 
property,  by  the  purchase  of  the  premises  conveyed  in  178O,  1796,  and  1798. 

The  property  now  consists  of 

1. — Three  cottages,  with  small  gardens,  and  three  acres  of  land,  situate  in 
Standish,  now  in  the  possession  of  John  Halton  and  John  Harrison,  being  the 
property  comprised  in  the  lease  for  999  years,  granted  in  1785,  and  alluded  to 
in  the  trust  deed  of  1802,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  12/.,  the  whole  being  estimated 
to  be  worth  about  25  /.  per  annum.  It  does  not  appear  for  what  reason,  or 
under  what  authority,  that  lease  was  originally  granted  for  a term  equivalent 
to  a perpetuity.  The  interest  in  this  lease  having  become  vested  in  James 
Platt,  he  in  1824  applied  to  the  trustees,  to  know  whether  they  would  purchase 
it,  and  they  agreed  to  do  so,  at  a valuation  to  be  fixed  by  two  surveyors,  one 
to  be  appointed  by  each  party.  The  price  fixed  was  115/.  10^.  and  the  trustees 
shortly  afterwards  sold  the  interest  they  had  thus  purchased,  to  the  present 
possessors,  for  135/.  IO5.  At  that  time  there  was  only  one  cottage  on  the 
premises,  which  was  in  bad  repair.  Two  more  cottages  have  since  been  built  by 
the  present  lessees,  who  have  laid  out  as  much  as  300/.  upon  the  premises.  The 
charity  thus  appears  to  have  gained  40/.  by  the  purchase  and  re-sale  of  the  term 
of  999  years  ; but  we  conceive,  that  neither  the  present  trustees,  nor  their  pre- 
decessors, had  authority  to  grant  the  property  of  the  charity  for  so  extensive 
a term. 


2. — Four 
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2.  — Four  cottages,  with  a garden  and  a piece  of  land,  containing  in  the 
w'hole,  about  a quarter  of  an  acre  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the 
perch),  situate  in  Wrightington,  and  called  the  Moss  o’Lee,  now  in  the  occu- 
pation of  John  Robinson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  18/.  per  annum,  to 
which  amount  it  has  lately  been  reduced  from  20/.  These  buildings  are  in 
good  repair, 

3.  — A cottage,  situate  at  the  Grove  in  Standish,  in  the  occupation  of  James 
Harrison,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  6 /. 

4.  — A cottage,  situate  also  at  the  Grove,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Wor- 
thington, as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  6 /.  The  last  mentioned  rents  have 
lately  been  reduced  from  6 /.  105.  each. 

5.  — A cottage,  situate  also  at  the  Grove,  in  the  occupation  of  James  Harrison, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  4/.  105.  having  lately  been  reduced  from  51.  The  last 
mentioned  cottage  is  supposed  to  be  that  which  is  mentioned  in  the  deed  of 
1802,  as  having  been  conveyed  to  the  trustees,  by  Catherine  Bancks. 

All  these  cottages  are  in  tenantable  repair,  and  the  present  rents  are  consi- 
dered to  be  their  fair  value. 

6.  — Four  cottages  under  one  roof,  in  Standish,  adjoining  the  premises.  No.  1, 
occupied  by  paupers  of  the  township,  placed  therein  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  for  which  a fair  rent  of  20/.  is  paid  by  the  overseers  to  the  trustees.  These 
premises  are  not  in  good  condition,  and  it  is  proposed  by  the  trustees  to  lay 
out  some  money  in  the  repairs  of  them. 

7- — A yearly  rent  of  155.,  paid  by  Catherine  Bancks,  out  of  a plot  of  land, 
on  which  a cottage  has  been  built.  The  trust  deed  of  1802,  states  this  rent  to 
be  11.  5s. ; but  it  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  no  more  than  155.  has  been 
received  in  respect  of  it  since  1803. 

8.  — A yearly  rent  of  1 /.,  paid  by  Thomas  Radclitfe,  out  of  a plot  of  ground 
belonging  to  him,  upon  which  two  cottages  have  been  built. 

9.  — A yearly  rent  of  1 /.  45.  lid.,  paid  by  William  Standish,  out  of  two  plots 
of  ground,  upon  which  a house  and  barn  have  been  built. 

10.  — A yearly  rent  of  19  5.  8 d.,  paid  by  a friendly  society  called  the  Old 
Club,  in  respect  of  a plot  of  ground,  upon  which  a house  has  been  built. 

The  income  arising  from  the  above  mentioned  sources,  amounting  in  the 
whole,  to  '^01.  9 5.  d.  per  annum,  is  received  by  one  of  the  trustees,  who 
acts  as  treasurer. 

In  1810,  it  having  become  necessary  to  expend  a considerable  sum  in 
repairing  the  buildings  erected  on  the  Moss  o’Lee,  and  other  parts  of  the 
charity  property,  the  sum  of  180/.  was  borrowed  by  the  trustees  of  Robert 
Moss,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  thus  incurred.  Of  this  sum  there 
remained  due  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (Septemper  1825),  40/.  the  residue 
^ having  been  repaid. 

The  trustees  meet  annually  on  St.  Stephen’s  day,  at  a public  house  in 
Standish,  when  a distribution  of  linen  cloth  is  made,  according  to  a list  prepared 
by  them,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Standish  with  Langtree,  who 
make  application  to  the  trustees,  and  are  considered  proper  objects,  in  quan- 
tities of  three  yards  and  a half  to  each.  This  distribution  has  of  late  years 
usually  amounted  to  about  30/.  When  the  above  mentioned  debt  of  40/.  is 
discharged,  and  the  proposed  repairs  of  the  cottages  rented  by  the  overseers 
are  completed,  the  amount  of  this  distribution  may  be  augmented. 

The  residue  of  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure  consists  of  the  repairs  of  the 
buildings  belonging  to  the  charity,  the  interest  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
money  borrowed  of  Robert  Moss,  the  poor’s-rates,  church-rates,  and  highway- 
rates,  payable  in  respect  of  the  property,  amounting  to  about  6/.  105.;  land-tax 
0 5.  3(/. ; the  expenses  of  a dinner  for  the  trustees  and  the  tenants,  on  St. 
Stephen’s  day,  about  2/. ; a payment  of  5s.  to  a clerk,  for  making  out  the 
annual  accounts;  and  2/.  retained  by  the  trustees,  for  their  trouble  in  managing 
the  trusts  and  distributing  the  cloth.  The  last  mentioned  charge  does  not 
.appear  to  be  authorized  by  the  donor’s  will. 

On  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  for  the  year  1824,  there  appeared  to  be 
a balance  in  favour  of  the  charity  of  16/.  19  5.  9d.;  but  there  was  an  arrear 
of  rent  then  due  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  the  amount  of  53/. ; and 
arrears  were  also  due  from  others  of  the  tenants  to  the  amount  of  about  12/. 
A sum  of  18  /.  5 5.,  due  for  the  rent  of  one  of  the  tenements,  was  lost  a fe^v 
years  ago  by  the  insolvency  of  the  tenant.  - 
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Standish-with-  We  suggested  to  the  trustees,  that  payment  of  the  arrears,  due  from  the 
Langtree.  overseers  of  the  poor  should  be  applied  for,  and  enforced  without  delay,  and 

that  as  the  number  of  trustees  is  reduced  to  three,  a new  appointment  should 

take  place. 

Elizabeth  Lathom’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Lathom’s  Elizabeth  Lathoniy  by  her  will,  bearing  date  8th  October  1703,  gave  the  residue 
Oharit)\  personal  estate,  after  payment  of  her  debts  and  legacies,  to  William 

''  ^ Taylor  and  Oliver  Bibby,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  same  to  the  best  advantage, 

at  their  discretion,  whether  in  the  purchase  of  lands  or  otherwise,  and  to  dis- 
tribute one  moiety  of  the  clear  yearly  profits  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  poor 
people,  residing  in  the  town  or  township  of  Standish  and  Langtree ; and  the 
other  moiety  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  poor  people  residing  in  the  township 
of  Charnock  Richard,  in  the  parish  of  Standish,  both  the  said  distributions  to 
be  for  buying  woollen  cloth,  for  the  use  of  such  poor  people  in  the  said  respec- 
tive places,  and  in  such  manner  and  proportions,  as  by  the  trustees  should  be 
thought  fit ; and  she  directed,  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  assigns,  and  the 
survivor  of  them,  his  executors,  &c.  should  at  such  time  as  they  should  think 
good,  choose  such  number  of  other  able  and  religious  persons  to  be  trustees, 
jointly,  or  in  succession  to  them,  as  they  should  judge  convenient : And  she 
declared,  she  would  have  the  money  so  disposed  of,  as  might  be  of  most  advan- 
tage to  the  temporal  good  of  the  persons  to  partake  of  the  charity,  but  espe- 
cially regarding  their  spiritual  interest,  by  engaging  them  to  attendance  on  the 
public  ordinance  of  the  Gospel,  and  by  giving  them  good  counsel. 

It  appears,  that  the  residuary  estate  of  the  testatrix,  amounted  to  60  /.,  and 
that  in  174'7>  Peter  Woosey  and  Andrew  Taylor,  as  the  executors  of  William 
Taylor,  who  was  the  surviving  executor  of  Elizabeth  Lathom,  appointed  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Pilgrim,  rector  of  Standish,  Robert  Watt,  Richard  Cross,  and 
John  Scott,  to  be  trustees  of  30/.  (being  one  moiety  of  the  said  residue),  as 
belonging  to  the  poor  of  Standish  with  Langtree. 

Mrs.  Lathom’s  donation  to  the  poor  of  Charnock  Richard  will  be  noticed  in 
the  account  of  the  charities  of  that  township. 

William  Lathom’s  Charity. 

William  Lathom’s  It  appears,  from  a benefaction  table  in  the  church,  that  William  Lathom  gave 
Charity.  5Q  /.  the  interest  to  be  divided  yearly  between  Standish  and  Langtree.  The 
date  of  this  gift  does  not  appear. 

Hatton’s  Charity. 

Hatton’s  Charity.  Edward  Hatton^  by  his  will,  bearing  date  31st  August  1735,  and  proved  in 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1737,  gave  50  /.  to  the  minister  and  j 
churchwardens  of  Standish,  in  trust,  with  the  interest,  to  distribute  on  the  21st  fc| 
December,  for  ever,  to  such  poor  persons  of  Standish  and  Langtree,  as  they  I 
should  judge  to  be  most  necessitous,  linen  and  woollen  cloths,  and  12  d.  per  head  I 
in  money;  and  if  the  interest  should  not  be  enough  for  all  that  should  desire  the  J 
charity,  he  directed  that  every  one  might  have  the  same  in  their  turn  ; and  that  * 
no  one  should  participate  thereof  before  the  rest  should  have  done  it  once  ; and  ^ 
all  further  particulars  he  left  to  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  and  stated,  that  I 
he  was  willing  that  2 5.  6 ^/.  per  annum  should  be  expended  for  the  trouble  in  1 
such  distribution.  ? I 

And  after  giving  various  legacies,  he  directed,  that  if  any  of  his  legatees  £ 
should  die,  such  legacy  should  be  paid  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  to  § 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  as  the  before  mentioned  50  /.  > 

It  appears  from  the  benefaction  table  in  the  church,  that  the  sum  derived  y 
from  this  donor’s  will  was  60  /. ; it  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  addition  of  * 
10/.  to  the  50  /.  was  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  legatees. 

Of  the  sums  of  30  /.  derived  from  the  gift  of  Elizabeth  Lathom,  50  /.  from 
the  gift  of  William  Lathom,  and  60/.  from  the  gift  of  Edward  Hatton, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  140/.,  a , sum  of  6/.  appears  to  have  been  lost 
many  years  ago  ; the  residue  being  134/.  with  50  4 before  mentioned  to 
have  been  given  by  Elizabeth  Cooper,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Standish, 
and  20  /.  given  by  Catherine.  Haydock,  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  as  herein- 
after stated,  make  up  the  sum  of  204/.  which  is  secured,  with  the  200/.  given 
.by  Mrs.  Mary  Smalley,  to  the  usher  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Standish, 
on  a mortgage  of  houses  at  Wigan. 

The  interest  of  the  134  /.  amounts  at  five  per  cent  to  6/.  145.  to  which  is 

added 
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added  105.  being  the  portion  of  the  interest  of  Elizabeth  Cooper’s  gift, 
allotted  to  this  township,  and  3 1.  being  the  interest  of  60/.  given  by  an  unknown 
donor,  as  hereinafter  stated,  making  in  the  whole  10 1.  4 s.  Of  this  sum,  10  1. 
is  annually  laid  out  in  linen  cloth,  which  is  distributed  by  Ralph  Cross,  one 
of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  and  John  Pilkington,.  who 
is  employed  by  the  rector  for  that  purpose,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  amongst  poor 
persons  belonging  to  Standish  with  Langtree,  in  quantities  of  three  yards 
and  a half  to  each,  according  to  a list,  in  which  such  of  the  poor  are  inserted 
as  make  application  for  that  purpose,  and  are  considered  proper  objects.  The 
remaining  4 s.  of  the  interest  is  allowed  for  the  expenses  attending  the  pur- 
chase and  the  carriage  of  the  cloth. 


Charity  of  an  unknown  Donor. 

A sum  of  60/.  is  stated  to  have  been  derived  from  the  donation  of  some 
person  unknown,  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  and  is,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned in  the  account  of  the  free  grammar  school,  invested,  together  with  40/. 
of  which  the  schoolmaster  receives  the  interest,  upon  a security  of  the  Wigan 
turnpike  road,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

In  a schedule  of  the  charities  of  Standish,  drawn  up  by  the  present  rector, 
it  is  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  William  Orford,  who  formerly  took  an 
active  part  in  the  management  of  the  charities,  that  the  sum  given  by  this 
unknown  benefactor,  was  originally  100/.  and  that  40/.  of  it  was  stolen  from 
the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pilgrim,  a former  rector. 

Birchall’s  Charity. 


By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  20th  August  IVl^,  reciting,  that  Thomas  Birchall, 
by  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  October  then  last,  gave  to  William  Haydock, 
clerk,  rector  of  Standish,  Ralph  Whalley  and  Henry  Fisher,  100/.  on  trust,  to 
be  employed  to  the  best  yearly  profit,  such  profit  to  be  converted  towards 
the  relief  of  the  most  needy  poor  of  Standish,  Langtree  and  Shevington, 
which  were  not  relieved  by  the  overseers,  to  be  distributed  in  white  bread 
every  Sabbath  day,  in  the  parish  church,  one  third  part  to  the  poor  of 
Standish,  one  third  to  the  poor  of  Langtree,  and  the  remaining  third  to 
the  poor  of  Shevington,  and  gave  power  to  his  trustees  to  elect  new  trus- 
tees when  they  should  think  fitj  the  said  William  Haydock,  Ralph  Whalley 
and  Henry  Fisher,  thereby  elected  Seth  Jolly,  of  Standish,  John  Rigbye,  of 
Langtree,  and  Robert  Ranicars,  of  Shevington,  to  be  trustees,  with  them,  of  the 
said  charity. 

This  sum  of  100/.  is  now  secured  on  a Wigan  turnpike  bond,  granted  to 
the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn  and  Ralph  Cross,  and  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent, 
of  which  Mr.  Perryn  receives  the  interest. 

In  reject  of  the  interest  of  this  donation,  and  of  the  annual  sum  of  2/.  125. 
part  of  Threlfall’s  charity,  hereinafter  mentioned,  a weekly  distribution  of  two- 
penny loaves  is  made  in  the  parish  church  of  Standish,  every  Sunday  after  divine 
service,  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  amongst  poor  persons  of  Standish  with 
Langtree,  and  at  the  same  time  and  place,  a similar  distribution  is  made  amongst 
the  poor  of  the  township  of  Shevington. 

The  bread  is  given  to  poor  and  old  persons  attending  the  service  at  the 
church. 


The  annual  sums  of  5/.  and  2/.  125.  respectively,  distributable  in  bread  under 
this  charity,  and  Threlfall’s  charity,  ought  to  be  thus  apportioned : — 


To  Standish  with  Langtree 


To  Shevington  - 


From  Birchall’s  charity 
From  Threlfall’s  charity  - 

From  Birchall’s  charity 
From  Threlfali’s  charity 


£. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

3 

6 

8 

1 

6 

- 

4 

12 

8 

1 

13 

4 

I 

6 

- 

2 

19 

4 

£. 

7 

12 

_ 

But  it  appears  from  the  baker’s  bills,  paid  by  Mr.  Perryn,  that  the  distri- 
butions have  been  as  follows : — 
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Standish-with  To  Standish  with  Langtree 

Ten  two-penny  loaves  every  Sunday, 

£.  s.  d. 

Langtree. 

amounting  to  per  annum 

4 6 8 

BirchairaCbarily,  ■'■'■Sheringtou..  - - 

continued. 

V J 

Six  two-penny  loaves  on  one  Sunday, 
and  seven  on  the  Sunday  following, 
alternately,  throughout  the  year, 
amounting  to  - - - - 

2 16  4 

There  appears,  therefore,  to  have  been  a deficiency  in  the  distribution, 
amounting  to  65.  per  annum  for  Standish  with  Langtree,  and  3 s.  per  annum 
for  Shevington.  We  were  assured  that  this  error  should  be  corrected. 

Haydock’s  Charity. 

Haydock’s  Catherine  HaydocJc,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  bearing  date  4th  October  1727» 

Chanty.  ^-j^g  pggj.  gf  Standish  15/.  which,  with  5/.  mentioned  in  her  will,  made 

20/.,  the  interest  of  which  she  directed  to  be  yearly  distributed  in  bread,  among 
the  poor  of  Standish  and  Langtree,  on  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude’s  day,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  rector  and  churchwardens.  She  also  gave  50/.  for  the  benefit 
of  poor  clergymen’s  widows,  the  interest  of  which  she  desired  to  have  yearly 
disti'ibuted,  at  the  discretion  of  the  rector  of  Standish,  the  rector  of  Croston, 
and  Mr.  John  Allanson,  their  heirs  and  successors. 

The  sum  of  20/.  given  by  Mrs.  llaydock  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  forms 
part  of  the  before  mentioned  sum  of  204/.  secured  by  mortgage  on  houses  in 
Wigan.  The  interest  of  it,  being  1 /.  per  annum,  is  distributed  to  the  poor 
by  the  officiating  minister,  in  bread,  on  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude’s  day  (28th 
October.) 

The  sum  of  50/.  given  by  her  for  poor  clergymen’s  widows,  was,  in  1759, 
laid  out  by  the  then  rectors  of  Standish  and  Croston,  and  George  Allanson,  esq. 
on  the  security  of  a mortgage  of  the  tolls  of  the  Adlington  turnpike  road, 
bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent.  The  interest,  being  505.  per  annum,  is  now 
received  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  rector  of  Standish,  and  paid  by  him  as 
an  annuity,  to  a lady,  who  is  the  daughter  of  a clergyman,  appointed  by  him  to 
receive  it  about  ten  years  ago,  being  in  necessitous  circumstances,  and  suffering 
under  paralysis.  It  has  been  usual  for  the  rectors  of  Standish  and  Croston, 
alternately,  to  select  an  object  to  receive  the  interest  of  this  donation  as  an 
annuity. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  strict  conformity  wu'th  Mrs.  Haydock’s  direction, 
the  objects  of  this  charity  ought  to  be  the  widows  of  clergymen. 

Bispham’s  Charity. 

Bispbam’s  Charity.  Henry  Bispham,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  13th  September  1728,  gave  to 
Henry  Rigbye,  of  Pemberton,  and  James  Green,  of  Wigan,  and  their  heirs, 
a messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Up  Holland, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  called  Pimbo  Lane  House,  with  a new  house  upon 
it,  containing  30  acres,  or  thereabouts,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Peter  Gaskell 
and  Thomas  Sephton,  and  another  messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, situate  in  Up  Holland,  containing  16  acres,  or  thereabouts,  then  in 
his  possession,  called  Sephton’s  estate,  upon  trust,  to  let  and  manage  the  same 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  in  case  his  personal  estate  should  fall  short  of  paying 
his  debts  and  legacies,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits,  to  raise  so  much 
as  the  personal  estate  should  fall  short,  and  after  such  payment  to  apply  the 
clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  estate,  called  Pimbo  Lane  House,  for 
providing  woollen  cloth,  to  be  yearly  distributed  to  indigent,  necessitous,  and 
poor  people,  inhabitants  in  Up  Holland  aforesaid,  in  Orrell,  Pemberton,  Rain- 
ford,  Windle,  Billinge,  Eccleston  and  Standish,  all  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
such  cloth  to  be  made  into  men’s  coats  and  women’s  petticoats,  and  disposed  of 
to  such  indigent  poor  inhabitants  in  the  said  towns,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the 
survivor  of  them,  thould  think  fit,  to  every  town  equally,  on  the  25th  December, 
for  ever ; and  also,  in  trust,  to  apply  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the 
estate,  called  Sephton’s  estate,  in  a distribution  of  bread,  to  poor  inhabitants 
of  certain  places,  specified  in  this  will. 

The  particulars  of  these  two  estates,  and  of  others  given  by  the  same  donor 
for  charitable  purposes,  in  which  Standish  has  no  share,  will  be  a subject  for 
farther  inquiry  at  a future  time. 

A quantity  of  woollen  cloth,  which  has  varied  from  time  to  time,  is  annually 
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received  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  from  Mr.  John  Scott,  of 
Wigan,  who  states,  that  he,  being  the  surviving  executor  of  his  son-in-law, 
William  Rigbye,  who  died  in  1812,  has  had  the  sole  management  of  the  estates 
mentioned  in  the  above  extract  from  Mr.  Bispham’s  will. 

The  cloth  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  to  poor  persons  of  the  same 
description  as  partake  of  the  distribution  of  linen  cloth  mentioned  in  the 
above  account  of  Hatton’s  charity;  but  the  same  individuals  do  not  receive  a 
share  of  both  distributions ; and  the  woollen  cloth  given  under  this  charity, 
being  considered  the  most  beneficial  donation,  is  usually  given  to  the  most 
necessitous. 


Standish-with- 

Langtree. 
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Aspinall’s  Charity. 

Margaret  Aspinall,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  26th  July  1759,  gave  to  James  Aspinnll’s  Charity. 
Taylor  and  James  Prescott,  100/.  on  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  to  the  best  yearly 
profit,  and  to  expend  the  produce  in  buying  such  linen  cloth  as  should  be  fit 
for  poor  people,  the  same  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  indigent  people 
belonging  to  the  township  of  Standish  yearly,  according  to  the  nomination  and 
discretion  of  her  said  trustees,  and  their  successors ; and  she  directed  the  said 
trustees,  within  12  months  after  her  decease,  to  elect  such  a number  of  honest 
credible  persons,  proprietors  of  estates  within  the  said  township  of  Standish, 
to  be  trustees  with  them,  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  that  as  the  trustees  should 
die,  the  survivors  should  elect  new  ones  from  time  to  time. 

This  100/.  was,  in  I76O,  laid  out  by  the  said  James  Taylor  and  James  Prescott, 
in  the  purchase  of  a close,  called  the  Clay  Croft,  situate  in  Wigan  Woodhouses, 
which  was  conveyed  to  them  and  their  heirs,  by  John  Hollingshead,  by  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  October  in  that  year. 

The  present  acting  trustees  of  this  charity,  are  Edward  Taylor,  the  grandson 
of  the  said  James  Taylor,  and  James  Norris,  the  grandson  of  the  said  James 
Prescott.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  regular  appointment  of  trustees  has 
taken  place  since  I76O  ; and  it  seems  proper  that  this  should  be  done,  and  that 
the  trust  property  should  be  conveyed  accordingly  by  the  heir  of  the  survivor 
of  the  trustees  by  whom  it  was  originally  purchased. 

The  field  called  the  Clay  croft,  which  is  situate  about  a mile  from  the  town 
of  Wigan,  and  contains  1a.  1r.  39  p.  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the 
perch),  is  in  the  occupation  of  Ann  Standring,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent 
of  8/.  per  annum  A few  years  ago  the  rent  was  12/. 

The  rent  of  this  close  is,  for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  united  with  the 
portion  of  Threlfall’s  charity,  hereinafter  mentioned,  directed  to  be  applied  in 
the  purchase  of  linen  cloth  for  the  poor  of  this  township,  which  portion  now 
amounts  to  2/.  14 5.  per  annum. 

The  trustees  of  these  charities  annually  purchase  linen  cloth,  and  distribute 
the  same  (usually  in  the  month  of  October)  amongst  poor  persons  belonging  to 
this  township  (whether  resident  there  or  not),  in  quantities  of  three  yards  to 
each  person. 

In  1822  this  distribution  was  extended  to  102] 

1823  - - - . - to  104  > poor  persons. 

1824  to  75  J 

The  diminution  of  the  number  in  the  last  year,  was  partly  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  the  interest  of  Threlfall’s  charity,  and  partly  in  consequence 
of  an  allowance  having  been  made  to  a tenant  of  the  Clay  croft  for  a new 
gate. 

The  distribution  of  the  cloth  is  made  at  a public-house  at  Standish  ; and  on 
the  day  on  which  it  takes  place,  the  two  acting  trustees  of  this  charity,  one  of 
whom  is  also  a trustee  of  Threlfall’s  charity,  and  Mr.  William  Woods,  another 
trustee  of  that  charity,  together  with  the  clerk  of  the  parish,  who  attends  the 
distribution,  dine  together  at  the  expense  of  the  charities,  the  charge  for  which 
is  stated  to  amount  to  about  16  5.  a year.  As  there  is  no  direction  of  either  of 
the  donors  to  this  effect,  and  as  the  united  income  applicable  to  the  purchase  of 
linen  for  the  poor  is  of  small  amount,  it  appears  to  us  that  this  expense  ought 
to  be  discontinued. 

There  is  also  a small  annual  expense  of  about  2^.  incurred,  when  the  cloth  is 
purchased  by  the  trustees. 

Threlfall’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  6th  August  1785,  and  enrolled  in  the  court  of  Threlfall’s  Charity. 
Chancery, between  John  Threlfall,  of  the  one  part ; and  Edward  Taylor,  Thomas 
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Doncaster,  and  three  others  of  the  other  part ; the  said  John  Threlfall  granted 
and  assigned  to  the  said  Edward  Taylor,  Thomas  Doncaster,  and  others,  their 
executors,  &c.  a sum  of  ^00/.  which  had  been  charged  by  the  will  of  Edward 
Sharrock,  in  17^4,  upon  a messuage  and  lands  called  Sharrocks,  in  Blackrod,  in 
the  parish  of  Bolton-le-Moors,  for  the  benefit  of  his  son,  Thurston  Sharrock, 
and  his  children,  and  had  been  by  indenture,  bearing  date  18th  June  1785, 
assigned  to  the  said  John  Threlfall,  in  consideration  of  200/.  paid  by  him  on 
the  security  thereof,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  should  continue  the  said 
sum  of  200/.  at  interest,  charged  upon  the  said  premises,  so  long  as  lawful 
interest  for  the  same  should  be  duly  paid  to  them  on  or  before  every  24th  June 
next  after  the  same  should  become  due,  and  so  long  as  the  person  entitled  to  the 
said  premises  should  consent  to  permit  the  charge  to  remain  thereon;  and  when 
the  said  interest  should  not  be  duly  paid,  should  call  in  the  said  sum,  and  place 
it  out  at  interest  upon  public  or  private  security,  or  lay  it  out  in  the  {)urchase 
of  lands,  or  of  stock  in  the  public  funds,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  trustees 
should  think  fit ; with  power  to  change  the  securities,  provided  that  the  said  sum 
should  not  be  put  out  on  private  security  without  the  consent  in  writing  first 
endorsed  thereon,  and  subscribed  with  the  name  of  the  rector  of  Standish  for 
the  time  being;  and  upon  further  trust,  that  they  should  apply  the  yearly 
produce  of  the  said  sum  in  manner  following,  viz. ; the  sum  of  2/.  125.  yearly, 
for  ever,  in  purchasing  penny  loaves,  six  of  such  loaves  to  be  distributed  to  the 
poor  householders  of  Standish  with  Langtree,  and  the  like  number  to  the  poor 
householders  of  Shevington,  in  the  parish  church  of  Standish,  every  Sunday, 
and  should  for  ever,  yearly,  lay  out  the  remainder  of  the  produce  thereof, 
in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  and  distribute  the  same  equally  between  poor 
householders  of  Standish  with  Langtree,  and  Shevington,  in  the  said  church, 
on  the  Sunday  next  after  24th  June : And  on  further  trust,  that  when  the 

trustees  should  by  death  or  removal,  or  by  ceasing  to  have  such  estate  as  therein- 
after mentioned,  be  reduced  to  two,  the  survivors  should  forthwith  elect  so 
many  other  substantial  persons,  resident  in  the  townships  of  Standish  with 
Langtree,  or  Shevington,  and  having  an  estate  of  freehold  in  one  of  the  said 
townships  of  the  value  of  20/.  per  annum,  to  be  trustees,  together  with  the 
survivors,  as  should  make  up  the  number  six,  and  should  assign  the  said  prin- 
cipal sum,  and  the  securities  thereof,  to  the  survivors  and  such  new  trustees, 
on  the  same  trusts. 

The  last  trust  deed  bears  date  in  1809,  when  Thomas  Riding  assigned  the 
said  legacy  of  200/.  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  William  Woods,  Edward 
Taylor,  Roger  Ranicars,  and  Henry  Wignall,  the  three  former  of  whom,  are 
still  living. 

The  sum  of  200/.  thus  given  by  John  Threlfall,  remains  upon  the  same 
security  on  which  it  was  originally  charged,  viz.;  a house  and  farm  at  Blackrod,' 
near  Wigan,  now  belonging  to  Mr.  Alexander  Haliburton,  who  pays  the  interest 
of  the  sum  of  200/.  In  1824,  this  interest  was  reduced  from  five  to  four  per 
cent. 

The  interest,  now  amounting  to  8/.  a year,  is  received  by  one  of  the  tw’o  last 
mentioned  trustees,  who  pays  over  2/.  125.  thereof  to  Mr.  Perryn,  for  the  weekly 
distribution  of  bread,  which  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  Birchall’s 
charity.  f 

Of  the  remaining  5/.  85.  the  application  of  one  moiety,  being  2/.  145.  has 
been  stated  in  the  above  account  of  Margaret  Aspinall's  charity.  An  account 
of  the  distribution  of  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Sheving- 
ton, will  be  found  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

Mary  Smalley’s  Charity  for  Linen. 

The  before  mentioned  Mary  Smalley,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  l6th  Sep- 
tember 1794,  gave  to  the  rector  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  at  the  time  of  her,, 
death,  100/.  in  trust,  to  be  by  him  and  his  successors  placed  out  at  interest,  for 
ever,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  belaid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Standish  with  Langtree. 

The  sum  of  100/.  is  secured  on  a Wigan  turnpike  bond,  bearing  date  IStli 
December  1806,  and  granted  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Perryn,  rector  of  Standish, 
bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent,  which  is  annually  expended  by  the  rector,  in 
the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  and  in  the  making  of  it  into  80  shifts.  These  arc 
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biven  by  the  rector,  on  Michaelmas  day,  to  poor  women  of  Standish,  selected  Standlsh-with- 
ffV  himself.  Langtree. 

Gtf  - - - - _ ■ 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  the  particulars  of  a sum  of  100/.  three  per  cents,  Charity  for^Lf^n. 
given  by  the  above  mentioned  Mrs.  Mary  Smalley,  in  her  life-time,  to  Mrs.  continued. 

E.  Rigbye,  and  the  Reverend  Richard  Perryn,  for  the  support  of  a Sunday  ^ 

school,  at  Standish,  as  that  school  is  principally  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  ANDERTON. 

Charities  of  John  Shaw  and  George  Shaw. 

John  Shaw’s  Charity. — John  Skarv,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  19th  July  Anderton. 
1627,  gave  to  Robert  Shaw,  George  Shaw,  of  High  Bulloiigh,  George  Shaw, 
of  Blackburn,  George  Allanson  and  Alexander  Feilden,  and  their  heirs,  all  his  shaw*and°Geor^ 
lands  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  to  the  intent  that  after  his  death  they  should  Shaw, 

sell  the  same,  and  that  the  produce  thereof,  and  all  other  his  goods  undisposed 
of,  should  be  employed  for  purchasing  a yearly  rent,  or  lands  out  of  which 
a yearly  rent  might  arise,  and  that  such  yearly  rent  should  be  for  ever  given 
amongst  the  poor  people  dwelling  within  the  towns  of  Anglezark,  Rivington, 

Heath  Charnock,  and  Anderton,  (the  two  former  of  which  are  in  the  parish  of 
Bolton-le-Moors,  and  the  two  latter  in  the  parish  of  Standish),  on  the  first 
Friday  in  Advent,  and  on  Good  Friday,  by  equal  portions,  by  the  direction  of 
the  said  trustees,  and  their  heirs. 

The  abstract  of  this  will  is  taken  from  the  recital  of  it  in  a trust  deed,  dated 
in  1811,  whereby,  after  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Robert  Shaw,  and  others, 
purchased,  by  indenture,  bearing  date  14th  March,  7th  Charles  1st,  in  the  name 
of  the  said  George  Shaw,  of  High  Bullough,  a messuage  and  tenement  in  Ad- 
lington  and  Heath  Charnock,  called  Sutton’s  tenement,  with  the  lands  thereto 
belonging ; and  reciting  an  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  2d  May, 

7th  Charles  1st,  by  which  the  said  George  Shaw  conveyed  the  said  tenement  to 
the  said  Robert  Shaw,  and  the  other  trustees,  according  to  the  intent  of  the 
will  of  the  said  John  Shaw  ; and  reciting  various  subsequent  conveyances  to 
trustees,  and  that  Obadiah  Morris,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  first  part,  were 
the  surviving  trustees ; the  said  Obadiah  Morris,  and  others,  conveyed  to  the 
said  John  Wilson  and  Charles  Shaw,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  messuage  and 
tenement  in  Adlington  and  Heath  Charnock,  called  Sutton’s  tenement,  as  the 
same  had  been  divided  formerly  from  the  other  part  of  Sutton’s  tenement,  late 
the  inheritance  of  Thomas  Greatorex,  with  the  following  closes  thereto  be- 
longing; the  Barn  field,  the  Little  croft,  adjoining  the  east  end  of  the  Barn 
field,  the  Round  meadow,  the  Little  meadow,  the  Lower  meadow,  the  Clay 
meadow,  the  garden  adjoining  the  south  end  of  the  barn,  and  a close  on  Ad- 
lington common,  called  No.  14,  containing  half  an  acre  and  one  perch,  and  the 
moiety  of  the  folds  or  lands  about  the  said  messuages  ; and  another  close  called 
the  Great  Head,  in  Heath  Charnock,  with  a moiety  of  one  half  acre  of  ground, 
part  of  a close  called  Rough  close,  lying  upon  Charnock  edge,  within  Heath 
Charnock,  formerly  part  of  the  waste  of  Heath  Charnock,  to  the  use  of  the  new 
and  old  trustees,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises  to  the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  before  mentioned  townships, 
to  be  distributed  upon  the  first  Friday  in  Advent  and  Good  Friday,  yearly, 
with  a proviso,  that  when  any  of  the  said  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors 
should  elect  another,  being  an  inhabitant,  or  possessed  of  estates  in  any  of  the 
said  townships,  and  convey  the  said  premises  upon  the  same  trusts. 

George  Shaw’s  Charity. — George  Shaw,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  29th 
October  1650,  gave  to  the  poor  inhabitants  within  Rivington  and  Anglezark, 

Heath  Charnock  and  Anderton,  a bond  for  100/.  to  be  bestowed  on  lands, 
and  the  yearly  value  thereof  to  be  dealt  to  the  said  inhabitants,  on  Saint 
Peter’s  day  and  Michaelmas  day,  at  the  discretion  of  his  executors  : He  also 

gave  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  payment  of  his  funeral  expenses  and  legacies, 
to  be  a stock  for  ever,  to  be  employed  by  his  said  executors,  together  with  two 
other  persons,  therein  mentioned,  to  such  persons,  being  inhabitants  within  the 
said  townships,  as  should  be  most  needful,  ‘ for  taking  their  houses,  and  such 
other  like  necessaries,’  they  giving  sufficient  security  for  the  repayment  of  the 
same  ; and  he  directed,  that  two  persons  therein  mentioned,  should  first  have 
certain  portions  of  the  said  residue,  on  giving  security,  and  that  afterwards  it 

Rep.  15.  Gg  should 


Anderton. 


Charities  of 
John  Shaw  and 
George  Shaw, 
continued. 


230  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

should  be  bestowed  in  lands  or  some  rent-charge,  at  the  discretion  of  his 
executors. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
bearing  date  7th  September  lG92,  reciting  an  inquisition  taken  at  Wigan,  on 
1st  July  1691,  before  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  whereby  it  was  found, 
that  the  said  George  Shaw  made  his  will,  as  above  stated,  and  that  the  residue 
of  his  estate  amounted  to  190/.,  which  had  been  put  out  to  interest,  and  im- 
proved by  George  Shaw,  the  surviving  trustee,  to  393/.,  which  was  at  his 
disposal ; and  reciting  a decree  of  the  said  commissioners  of  charitable  uses, 
founded  upon  the  said  inquisition,  whereby  it  was  ordered,  that  Thomas 
Waddington,  and  four  others,  should  be  trustees  with  the  said  George  Shaw,  in 
the  future  management  of  the  said  trust,  and  that  such  trustees  should  put 
forth  the  original  stock  of  190/.  at  interest,  which  should  be  added  to  the 
remaining  203/.,  until  the  whole  stock  amounted  to  450/.,  and  that  then  the 
trustees  should  purchase  with  the  same,  either  a rent-charge  in  fee,  or  lands 
of  inheritance,  and  that  the  rents  of  such  lands,  or  such  rent-charge,  should  be 
given  to  such  persons,  being  inhabitants  within  the  township  aforesaid,  as  were 
most  needful,  ‘for  taking  their  houses,  and  such  other  like  necessaries,’ and  that 
until  the  said  450/.  should  be  brought  into  a stock,  the  said  203/.  should  be 
employed  for  the  uses  in  the  said  will  mentioned,  and  that  when  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  should  appoint  three  others  jointly 
with  them,  the  said  decree  of  the  commissioners  of  charitable  uses  was 
confirmed. 

It  does  not  appear,  whether  the  accumulation  directed  by  the  court  ever 
reached  the  sum  of  450/. ; but  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date 
1st  and  2d  August  1704,  Richard  Peake  and  others,  in  consideration  of  400/. 
conveyed  to  George  Shaw  and  three  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and 
tenement,  and  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  lying  in  Swinton  wuthin  Worsley,  in 
the  parish  of  Eccles,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  called  Chapman’s  house,  con- 
taining nine  acres,  customary  measure,  and  a close  adjoining  to  the  said  tene- 
ment, called  the  Moor  close,  formerly  parcel  of  Swinton  moor,  then  lately 
inclosed,  to  the  use  of  them  and  their  heirs. 

In  a trust  deed,  relating  to  George  Shaw’s  charity,  bearing  date  17th  July 
1811,  it  is  recited,  that  the  100/.  mentioned  in  that  donor’s  will,  was  soon 
after  his  death  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a messuage  and  lands  in  the  township 
of  Witton,  in  the  parish  of  Blackburn,  which  are  in  that  deed  described  as 
consisting  of  a messuage  and  several  closes,  called  Billinge  carr,  situate  in 
Witton,  containing  by  estimation,  20  acres,  customary  measure,  and  a messuage 
in  Swinton,  with  the  closes  thereto  belonging,  called  the  Acre  field,  the  Daisy 
field,  the  Pingott  field,  the  Big  field,  the  Old  meadow,  the  Barn  field,  the 
Further  meadow,  and  the  Moor  close,  containing  by  estimation,  11  acres, 
customary  measure. 

The  deeds  relating  to  this  trust  property,  prior  to  1811,  were  not  produced 
to  us. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  for  these  two  charities,  was  made  by  separate 
indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  respectively  3d  and  4th  December 
1824,  whereby  John  Wilson  and  Charles  Shaw,  as  the  surviving  trustees,  the 
former  for  the  township  of  Anglezark,  and  the  latter  for  the  township  of 
Rivington,  conveyed  the  respective  premises  to  Robert  Andrews,  esq.  of 
Rivington,  Alexander  Gerrard,  of  Anglezark,  John  Horrocks,  of  Anderton, 
Henry  Miller,  of  Heath  Charnock,  Lawrence  Hall,  of  Heath  Charnock,  John 
Shaw,  of  Rivington,  and  James  Ainsworth,  of  Anderton,  and  their  heirs,  to  the 
use  of  all  the  parties  thereto ; and  it  was  provided,  that  when  one  trustee 
should  die,  another  person  should  be  elected,  and  that  when  six  of  the  trustees 
should  die,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves 
and  the  newly  appointed  trustees. 

Alexander  Gerrard,  one  of  these  trustees,  has  died  since  his  appointment ; 
the  others  are  living. 

The  property  derived  from  John  Shaw’s  gift  consists  of : — 

!■ — A house  called  Sutton  house,  in  Adlington,  and  several  fields,  containing 
about  five  acres,  customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  in  the  occu- 
pation of  John  Hope,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  18/.  per  annum,  to 
which  it  was  lowered  in  1822,  from  20/. 
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This  house  being  in  a dilapidated  state,  was  re-built  about  three  years  ago, 
at  an  expense  of  nearly  120/.  It  is  now  in  good  repair. 

2.  — A close  containing  about  half  an  acre,  on  Adlington  common,  in  the 
occupation  of  Joseph  Olmond,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  3 /.  per 
annum. 

3.  — Several  fields,  containing  about  six  customary  acres,  in  Heath  Charnock, 
in  the  occupation  of  William  Morris,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  11  /. 

4.  — A plot  of  land,  formerly  part  of  one  of  the  last  mentioned  fields,  con- 
taining 400  square  yards,  held  by  the  said  William  Morris,  which  was  demised 
to  him  by  the  trustees  of  this  charity,  by  lease,  bearing  date  1st  April  1810, 
for  a term  of  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  1 /.  5 s.  being  at  the  rate  of 
three  farthings  per  yard.  This  lease  was  granted  for  the  purpose  of  the 
lessee’s  building  a house  on  the  plot  of  land,  which  he  has  done. 

5.  — A plot  of  land,  in  Heath  Charnock,  containing  504  square  yards,  held 
by  Thomas  Fairbrother,  under  a lease,  bearing  date  28th  March,  1823,  for 
999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2/.  25.,  being  at  the  rate  of  Id.  per  yard,  on 
which  the  lessee  has  built  three  houses. 

6.  — A small  close,  called  Rough  Close,  in  Heath  Charnock,  occupied  by 
William  Farnworth,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  155.  per  annum. 

The  above  mentioned  lands  are  let  at  their  fair  value.  The  granting  of  the 
building  leases  to  Morris  and  Fairbrother,  although  it  appears  to  us,  that  the 
trustees  had  no  authority  to  lease  for  terms  of  so  great  extent,  are  considered 
by  the  trustees  a very  advantageous  mode  of  disposing  of  the  property  of  the 
charity. 

There  is  also  a sum  of  200  /.,  which  appears  from  a copy  of  an  entry  in  an 
old  book  relating  to  these  charities,  to  have  arisen  from  a surplus  of  the  produce 
of  John  Shaw’s  estate,  beyond  what  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  It 
is  there  stated,  that  the  produce  of  the  sale  of  John  Shaw’s  property  amounted 
to  478/.  1 5.  4<d. ; that  some  of  the  executors  of  John  Shaw  detained  in  their 
hands  7*5/.  15  5.  4>d.  being  the  surplus  of  the  said  478/.  ls.4fd.  for  the  space  of 
20  years  after  John  Shaw’s  death,  without  employing  the  same  for  the  use  of 
the  poor,  save  that  they  made  up  the  sum  to  81/.  10  5.  4>d. ; that  by  a decree 
of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses  in  1655,  confirmed  by  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  in  the  following  year,  it  was  ordered, 
that  Alexander  Feilden,  the  then  sole  surviving  executor,  should  pay  to  Richard 
Standish,  of  Duxbury,  and  others,  therein  named,  in  trust  for  the  said  poor, 
the  said  sum  of  81  /.  105.  4>d.,  and  for  interest  thereon,  since  the  same  became 
due,  102/.,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  183/.  IO5.  4c/.,  which  sum  was  in  1658, 
after  the  death  of  the  said  Alexander  Feilden,  paid  by  his  executor,  to  the 
said  Richard  Standish,  subject  to  some  deductions,  amounting  to  10/.  65.; 

J that  the  residue,  being  173/.  45.  4c/.  remained  in  Richard  Standish’s  hands  till 
1660,  when  it  amounted,  with  interest,  to  200/.,  the  profits  of  which  were  then 
disbursed  to  the  poor,  the  principal  sum  of  200  /.  still  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  Richard  Standish. 

This  sum  of  '200  /.  having  been  lent  on  bond,  was  paid  off  about  four  years 
ago,  and  placed  in  a bank  at  Bolton,  at  three  per  cent  interest ; but  it  has 
been  lately  lent  to  the  trustees  of  Johnson’s  charity,  hereinafter  mentioned, 
to  enable  them  to  pay  a debt  due  from  that  charity.  Those  trustees  have 
given  their  promisory  note  to  the  trustees  of  this  charity  for  the  amount,  bearing 
interest  at  4^  per  cent,  and  intend  to  pay  the  principal  gradually,  reserving 
a portion  of  the  income  of  that  charity  for  this  purpose. 

The  property  derived  from  Geoi’fje  Shaw’s  charity  consists  of:  — 

1. — A farm  in  Swinton,  called  Peake’s  farm,  consisting  of  a house  and  out- 
buildings, with  about  11  acres,  by  estimation  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards 
to  the  perch),  in  the  occupation  of  James  Smith  White,  under  a lease  bearing 
date  25th  December  1823,  for  the  term  of  11  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  111  /., 
the  tenant  covenanting  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair.  This  letting  took  place 
by  ticket,  and  the  rent  is  considered  very  high.  In  1816  this  farm  was  let  to 
another  tenant,  for  a term  of  seven  years,  at  100  /.  a year ; but  he  was  unable 
to  pay  that  rent,  and  after  the  first  half  year  it  was  reduced  to  90/.  Upon  the 
entry  of  the  present  tenant,  considerable  repairs  and  improvements  were  done 
to  the  house  and  buildings,  and  a new  stable  and  shippon  were  built,  the 
expense  of  which  to  the  charity  was  upwards  of  140  /. 

A lease  of  this  property  had  been  granted  many  years  ago,  for  three  lives, 
and  a term  of  21  years,  after  the  falling  of  the  last  life,  to  Thomas  Bromley, 
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Anderton.  wliich  became  vested  in  Mr.  Sanderson.  In  1814,  a solicitor  was  em- 

— — ployed  to  take  measures  for  setting  this  lease  aside,  and  Mr.  Saunderson 

jSm'shawand  ultimately  agreed  to  give  up  the  lease.  An  expense  was  incurred  in  this 

George  Shaw,  transaction  of  nearly  50/.  including  some  charges  for  letting  the  farm  in  1816. 

continued.  ' The  rent  under  the  lease,  which  was  thus  given  up,  was  27  L per  annum. 

"■■■  2. — A house  and  barn,  and  about  twenty  acres  of  land  (customary  measure 

of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  in  the  township  of  Wilton,  called  Billinge  carr,  in 
the  occupation  of  Thomas  Feilden,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  20  /. 
per  annum. 

This  land  lies  close  to  the  moors,  and  is  very  poor. 

3. — A parcel  of  land  lying  on  Billinge  hill,  in  the  township  of  Witton,  held 
by  Joseph  Feilden,  esquire,  under  a lease  bearing  date  13th  September  1797> 
granted  by  the  trustees  of  this  charity  to  his  father,  the  late  Henry  Feilden, 
esquire,  for  a term  of  999  years,  in  consideration  of  a fine  of  4/.  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  2 /.  5 s.  The  quantity  of  this  land  is  not  stated  in  the  lease,  but  it  is 
described  as  “ All  the  part  or  share,  or  parts  or  shares  of  land”  of  the  trustees, 
lying  upon  Billinge  hill.  We  are  informed  by  ^Ir.  Joseph  Feilden,  that  he  has 
learnt,  from  inquiries  of  persons  who  have  known  the  land  in  question  forty 
years  and  upwards,  that  the  part  or  share  of  the  charity,  consisted  of  an  undi- 
vided moiety  of  an  allotment  on  Billinge  hill,  the  residue  of  which  belonged  to 
two  other  farms,  one  undivided  fourtli  part  to  each.  Mr.  Feilden  states,  that 
in  the  deeds  relating  to  these  two  undivided  fourth  parts  (which  are  in  his 
possession),  the  quantities  are  mentioned  to  be  3 r.  7 p*  and  3 b.  7 i r.  respec- 
tively (customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch).  If,  therefore,  the 
share  of  the  charity  be  equal  to  the  other  two  shares,  its  contents  would  be 
1 A.  2 R.  14  ^p.  Mr.  Feilden  also  states  that  the  land  is  very  hilly,  stony,  and 
in  many  places  destitute  of  soil ; that  it  never  has  been,  nor  is  capable  of  being 
broken  up  for  agricultural  purposes ; that  the  full  average  annual  value  of  it  is 
7 Q d.  per  customary  acre  ; that  he  is  not  aware  of  any  other  reason  for  so 
long  a term  having  been  granted,  than  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  hill,  at  the 
time  when  the  lease  was  made,  belonged  to  his  father,  and  that  the  remainder 
has  since  that  time  been  purchased  by  himself,  with  a view  to  inclose  and  plant 
such  part  of  the  hill  as  would  grow  forest  trees,  which  plan  has  been  executed. 

We  apprehend,  that  tlie  trustees  of  this  charity  exceeded  their  power  in 
granting  a lease  of  this  land  for  999  years  ; but  it  w'ould  appear  from  the  above 
statement,  that  a very  good  rent  is  at  present  received  for  it. 

The  charities  of  John  and  George  Shaw  being  under  the  management  of 
the  same  trustees,  and  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  same  places, 
are  united  and  disposed  of  by  the  trustees,  who  hold  two  meetings  in  the 
year,  at  Rivington,  one  on  the  first  Friday  in  Advent,  and  the  other  on  Good 
Friday,  being  the  days  specified  for  the  disposel  of  John  Shaw’s  charity.  The 
tenants  attend  these  meetings,  and  at  each  of  them  pay  their  half  yearly 
rents. 

At  each  meeting,  an  expense  of  about  185.  is  incurred  for  refreshments,  and 
an  allowance  of  5 s.  is  made  to  a person  who  acts  as  clerk  to  the  trustees,  and 
enters  the  accounts.  The  half  yearly  account  is  then  made  out,  and  after 
paying  all  charges  for  repairs  and  the  above  expenses,  a division  is  made  of 
the  residue,  amongst  the  four  townships  intitled  to  partake  of  the  charity, 
according  to  a proportion  which  appears  to  have  been  long  observed,  and  by 
which  a somewhat  larger  share  is  allotted  to  Rivington  and  Heath  Charnock, 
which  places  are  more  extensive  than  Anglezark  and  Anderton. 

According  to  this  proportion,  at  the  meeting  on  Good  Friday  1825,  the 
shares  appropriated  to  Rivington  and  Heath  Charnock,  were  16/.  I65.  d.  to 
each,  and  the  shares  appropriated  to  Anderton  and  Anglezark,  were  15/.  155.  7c/. 
to  each. 

The  persons  receiving  the  charity  consist  of  poor  housekeepers,  not 
receiving  relief  from  their  respective  townships  ; the  amount  given  to  each 
person,  varying  considerably  in  the  diflferent  townships,  according  to  the 
respective  numbers  of  objects  of  this  description,  in  each  of  them.  The  trustees 
attend  more  particularly  to  the  destributions  in  their  respective  townships. 
Each  trustee  acts  in  rotation,  as  treasurer,  and  keeps  the  accounts,  which  are 
entered  by  the  clerk.  A book  is  also  kept,  in  which  the  names  of  the  persons 
receiving  the  donations  are  entered.  If  a small  balance  remains,  it  is  kept  by 
the  treasuier  till  the  next  meeting. 
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The  amount  of  the  distribution  has  been  much  lessened  during  the  last  few  Anderton, 

years,  in  consequence  of  the  considerable  sums  expended  on  the  buildings  of  

the  charity  estates ; but  all  the  bills  thus  incurred  are  now  discharged. 

Johnson’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  October  1680,  between  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Johnson’s  Charity, 
the  one  part ; and  Robert  Shaw  and  James  Aspden,  of  Tockholes,  William  ''  ^ 

Foster,  clerk,  and  Richard  Pilkington,  of  Coppull,  and  Alexander  Lowe,  and 
Thomas  Roscowe,  of  Anderton,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Thomas  Johnson 
granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  and 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Tockholes,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
John  Johnson,  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  for  certain  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, and  after  the  expiration  thereof  to  the  use,  that  they  should  pay  yearly, 
on  Good  Friday,  the  sum  of  105.  towards  the  maintenance  of  a preaching 
minister,  at  the  chapel  of  Tockholes,  and  that  they  should  pay  over  the  residue 
of  the  clear  yearly  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being,  of  Coppull  and  Anderton,  at  the 
feast  days  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle,  and  the  Friday  before  Easter,  for  ever,  to 
the  intent,  that  the  same  monies,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  should  yearly, 
at  the  said  feast  days,  by  the  same  churchwardens  and  overseers,  be  distributed 
amongst  the  most  poor  and  indigent  families  within  Coppull  and  Anderton, 
whereof  they  of  Coppull  were  to  have  two  parts  j and  the  trustees  were 
empowered  to  lease  the  premises  for  21  years,  so  that  the  full  yearly  value 
should  be  reserved  as  a yearly  rent;  and  it  was  declared,  that  upon  the  decease 
of  any  of  the  trustees,  the  survivors  should,  within  three  months,  choose  a suf- 
ficient person  in  the  room  of  the  person  so  dying,  out  of  the  town  or  hamlet 
from  whence  and  for  which  such  person  was  trustee. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity,  was  made  by  indentures  of 
lease  and  release,  bearing  date  10th  and  11th  June  1816,  whereby  William 
Pickering,  Edmund  Banks,  Henry  Ainsworth,  James  Ainsworth,  and  Robert 
Cheveley,  conveyed  the  trust  premises,  under  the  description  of  a messuage 
and  tenement,  called  Waddington’s,  and  several  closes  of  land  thereunto 
belonging,  called  the  Little  Clayton  Field,  the  Great  Clayton  Field,  the  Rough, 
and  the  two  meadows,  containing,  by  estimation,  ten  acres,  to  William  Banks, 

John  Horrocks,  Robert  Cheveley  the  younger,  and  Richard  Miller,  and  their 
heirs,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  thereto.  Of  these  trustees,  William  Banks, 

Edmund  Banks,  Henry  Ainsworth,  and  Robert  Cheveley  the  elder,  are  dead,  and 
at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  a new  appointment  of  trustees  was  about  to  be  made. 

The  property  of  the  charity  consists  of  a house,  barn,  and  garden,  and  five 
closes  of  land,  containing  10  a.  1 r.  13  p.  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to 
the  perch),  now  called  “Golden  Sawney’s,”  situate  in  the  township  of  Tock- 
holes, in  the  parish  of  Blackburn,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Cowburn,  under 
an  agreement  for  a lease  for  11  years  from  Candlemas  1825,  at  a very  high 
annual  rent  of  47 1.  5 s.  This  letting  took  place  by  ticket. 

This  farm  had  been  previously  held  by  John  Cocker,  under  a lease  for  21 
years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  22 1.  At  the  time  of  granting  that  lease  the  buildings 
were  in  a decayed  state,  and  it  was  stipulated  that  they  should  be  repaired,  the 
tenant  paying  for  the  labour  employed  upon  them,  and  the  trustees  providing 
the  materials.  The  trustees,  however,  having  no  money  in  their  hands,  agreed 
that  the  tenant  should  advance  the  sum  necessary  to  be  expended  in  materials, 
and  he  accordingly  put  the  buildings  into  good  repair,  and  made  a demand  on 
the  trustees  of  the  large  sum  of  240/.  for  money  thus  expended,  for  which  they 
gave  him  their  promissory  note,  bearing  interest  at  4^  per  cent;  and  the 
interest,  amounting  to  10/.  16  5.  per  annum,  was  deducted  annually  out  of  the 
rent,  during  the  continuance  of  his  term.  At  the  expiration  of  it  the  trustees 
paid  him  the  sum  of  240/.  and  for  that  purpose  borrowed  200/.  of  the  trustees 
of  Shaw’s  charities,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  40/.  of  Mr.  Robert  Kay,  of 
Bolton,  at  the  interest  of  4/.  10  5.  per  cent  for  the  former,  and  51.  per  cent  for 
the  latter.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  some  matters  were  in  controversy  between 
the  trustees  and  John  Cocker,  the  late  tenant,  in  consequence  of  his  having,  as 
alleged  by  them,  committed  acts  of  waste  upon  the  farm  and  buildings  during 
the  time  they  were  in  his  occupation  ; but  it  was  proposed  by  the  trustees, 
if  possible,  to  make  an  amicable  arrangement  with  him  for  terminating  the 
dispute. 
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A few  years  ago  the  trustees  purchased  the  great  tithes  of  this  farm  at  the 
price  of  about  14  /. 

The  yearly  rent,  after  deducting  the  interest  above  mentioned,  and  a portion 
payable  by  the  landlord,  of  a rate  for  bniltling  a church  at  Blackburn,  has  been 
paid  to  one  of  the  trustees  about  Lady-day  ; and  a meeting  has  been  held  on 
GoodFriday,  when,  after  a deduction  of  105.  payable  to  the  minister  of  Tockholes 
chapel,  two  third  parts  of  the  residue  have  been  distributed  amongst  poor 
people  of  the  township  of  Coppull,  and  the  remaining  third  part  amongst  poor 
people  of  the  township  of  Anderton,  by  the  trustees  respectively  residing  in 
each  place,  in  sums  varying  from  105.  to  i 5.  We  were  informed,  that  a regular 
account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  this  charity  had  been 
kept,  but  in  consequence  of  the  recent  death  of  the  trustee  in  whose  possession 
it  had  been,  it  was  not  produced  to  us. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  trustees  acted  improvidently  in  allowing  so  large  a 
debt  as  240/.  to  be  incurred  for  the  repair  of  the  buildings  on  the  farm,  and  in 
making  no  arrangement  for  the  repayment  of  that  sum.  It  is  now  proposed  by 
them  to  limit  the  distribution  to  81.  per  annum  for  Coppull,  and  4/.  for  An- 
derton, until  this  debt  shall  be  gradually  discharged  out  of  the  rents  of  the  farm, 
and  when  that  object  shall  be  effected  to  make  a division  and  distribution  of  the 
clear  rents,  in  strict  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  donor. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  CHARNOCK  RICHARD. 

Frith’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  donation,  under  which  the  poor  of  this  township  are 
entitled  to  1 /.  a year,  have  been  already  stated  in  the  present  Report,  in  the 
account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Chorley. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1 /.  is  now  paid  by  Peter  Heatley,  esquire,  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Rosbottom,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  and  is  laid  out  by  him  in 
the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which  he  distributes  as  fiir  as  it  will  extend  to  poor 
women  of  Charnock  Richard,  not  receiving  relief,  giving  to  each  a sufficient 
quantity  to  make  a shift. 

Hoghton’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  stated,  that  Richard  Hoghton,  by 
deed  in  1687,  gave  1 /.  a year  for  linen  cloth  for  the  poor  of  Charnock  Richard, 
then  vested  in  William  Roscow. 

All  the  particulars  we  have  been  able  to  learn  respecting  this  charity,  have 
been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Euxton, 
in  the  parish  of  Leyland,  in  a former  part  of  this  Report,  on  reference  to  which 
it  will  appear,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Garstang,  who  married  a niece  of  William 
Roscow,  and  the  ancestors  of  his  wife,  have  made  small  distributions  of  cloth 
to  the  poor  of  this  township,  although  Mr.  Garstang  states,  that  he  considers 
such  distributions  voluntary. 

Robert  Charnock’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786  state,  that  Robert  Charnock  gave, 
by  deed,  in  1695,  for  woollen  cloth,  for  the  poor  of  this  township  not  receiving 
relief,  land  producing  2/.  5s.  per  annum,  then  vested  in  Robert  Lowe. 

There  are  two  small  fields  in  this  township,  containing  about  two  acres  (cus- 
tomary measure  of  7f  yards  to  the  perch),  in  the  occupation  of  William  Barker, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  yearly  rent  of  51.  9s.  which  he  pays  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Rosbottom,  at  present  holding  the  offices  of  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the 
poor  of  this  township,  by  whom  it  is,  with  the  assistance  of  the  clerk  of  the 
the  township,  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  linsey,  and  stuff’ for  bed- 
gowns, about  1 5.  or  25.  being  allowed  for  the  expenses  incurred  at  the  time  of 
such  purchase. 

At  the  first  monthly  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  after  the 
rent  is  received,  a list  is  made  out  of  persons  not  receiving  relief,  and  considered 
proper  objects,  and  the  above  mentioned  articles  are  distributed  amongst  them, 
according  to  their  necessities. 

No  trust  deeds  relating  to  this  charity  could  be  found  at  the  time  of  our 
inquiry ; but  Mr.  Rosbottom  informed  ns,  that  about  15  years  ago  he  saw  some 
deeds  at  the  office  of  Mr.  Forshaw,  then  an  attorney  at  Preston,  which  he 
understood  to  relate  to  this  charity  ; that  it  was  intended  at  that  time,  that 

new 
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new  trustees  should  be  appointed,  and  that  inquiries  were  made  for  the  last 
survivn’ng  trustee,  but  that  this  intention  was  given  up,  in  consequence  of 
its  being  found  that  the  appointment  would  be  productive  of  considerable 
expense. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

The  will  of  Elizabeth  Lathom^  bearing  date  8th  October  1703,  whereby  she 
gave  the  residue  of  her  personal  estate,  in  trust,  that  one  moiety  of  the  yearly 
profits  thereof  should  be  employed  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  poor  people 
residing  it  the  township  of  Charnock  Richard,  for  buying  woollen  cloth  for  the 
use  of  such  poor  people,  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities 
of  Standish  with  Langtree,  which  township  was  entitled  to  the  other  moiety  of 
those  profits. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  September  1777>  William  Anderton,  as  the 
surviving  trustee  of  this  charity,  appointed  Thomas  Lawe,  Robert  Lawe,  John 
Calderbank,  and  Roger  Anderton,  to  be  trustees  thereof  j and  it  is  therein 
stated,  that  the  residue  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Lathom’s  effects  amounted  to  CO/., 
and  that  one  moiety  thereof,  being  30/.,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  said  William 
Anderton,  and  was  intended  to  remain  there  j but  that  after  his  death,  it  was 
to  be  paid  to  such  of  the  said  newly  appointed  trustees  as  should  survive  him. 

Mr.  John  Lawe,  solicitor,  of  Preston,  who  produced  this  deed  to  us,  has  in  his 
hands  a sum  of  40  /.,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  his  late  father,  Robert  Lawe, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Charnock  Richard. 

This  sum  is  probably  composed  of  the  30/.  derived  from  IMrs.  Lathom’s 
donation,  and  of  10/.  given  by  Robert  Rigby e,  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Mr.  John  Lawe  pays  interest  for  this  sum,  at  five  per  cent,  to  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  this  township,  and  has  offered  to  pay  the  principal. 

The  annual  sum  of  405.,  which  is  thus  received,  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  blue  woollen  cloth,  for  women’s  petticoats,  which  is  given  amongst  four  or 
five  poor  women  of  Charnock  Richard,  at  the  first  monthly  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  after  it  is  received. 

Rigbye’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  is  I786,  state,  that  Robert  RigbyCt  in  I768, 
gave  10/.  for  woollen  cloth  for  the  poor,  which  sum  was  then  vested  m Robert 
Lawe,  and  produced  10  5.  a year. 

We  have  already  stated,  that  this  sum  of  10  /.  probably  forms  part  of  the  40/. 
above  mentioned,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Lawe,  the  application  of  the 
interest  of  which  has  been  mentioned  above. 

James  Charnock’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  state,  that  James  Charnock,  by  his 
D will,  in  1703,  gave  3 /.  a year  for  woollen  cloth  to  the  poor  of  Charnock 
Richard,  not  receiving  parish  relief. 

An  annual  sum  of  3 /.  is  applied  by  Mr.  Whittle  Fallows,  the  owner  of  an 
estate  called  Charnock’s,  at  Pole  Green,  in  the  township  of  Charnock  Richard, 
consisting  of.  a house,  and  about  12  acres  of  land,  in  the  purchase  of  linen 
cloth,  which  he  distributes  amongst  poor  persons  of  Charnock  Richard.  We 
are  informed,  that  Mr.  Fallows  bought  this  estate  about  five  years  ago,  and  that 
3 /.  a year  has  been  constantly  paid  by  the  owners  of  it ; but  we  have  not  seen 
anv  other  document  relating  to  this  donation. 

Charnock’s  Charity. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rosbottom,  the  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  this 
township,  informs  us,  that  he  has  understood  that  a person  of  the  name  of 
Charnoch,  who  died  about  20  years  ago,  gave  by  his  will,  a cottage  at  Charnock 
Richard,  to  his  son,  and  directed  that  if  he  did  not  reside  there,  he  should  pay  10/. 
to  the  poor  ; that  as  the  son  did  not  reside  in  the  cottage,  application  was  made 
to  him  for  the  payment  of  the  10/.,  and  that  upon  his  refusal,  an  attorney  was 
employed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  and  that  the  money  was  recovered 
at  an  expense  of  more  than  3/.,  which  was  deducted  from  the  10/.,  and  that  the 
remainder  being  rather  more  than  6 /.,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert 
Taylor,  a farmer,  who  formerly  resided  in  the  parish,  and  who  has  laid  out  the 
interest  thereof  at  five  per  cent,  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which  has  been 
distributed  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  amongst  three  poor 
persons.  Mr.  Taylor  has  lately  quitted  the  township ; but  has  promised  to  pay 
the  principal  sum  to  the  overseer. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  HEATH  CHARNOCK.  : 

Charities  of  John  Shaw  and  George  Shaw. 

The  particulars  of  these  charities,  to  a portion  of  which  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  Heath  Charnock  is  entitled,  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account 
of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Anderton. 

Charities  of  Hollsworth  and  Haydock. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  Thomas  Holls- 
worth, by  his  will,  in  I7OI,  gave  20/.  for  cloth  for  the  poor,  producing  19^.  per  " 
annum  ; and  that  Mr.  Haydock,  gave  10/.  for  poor  housekeepers,  producing  ^ 
9 s.  6d  per  annum,  and  James  Hampson,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  several  others,  || 
are  mentioned  in  the  returns  as  the  trustees  of  these  two  small  charities.  W 

We  are  informed,  that  the  sum  of  30/.  arising  from  these  gifts,  is  now  in  the  H 
hands  of  Edward  Farnworth  and  John  Farnworth,  on  the  security  of  their  pro- 
missory  note,  given  in  1807,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  the  only  surviving  H 
trustee,  who  annually  receives  the  interest,  and  lays  it  out  in  the  purchase  of  fl 
linen  and  woollen  cloth,  which  he  distributes  amongst  poor  householders  of  H 
Heath  Charnock. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  COPPULL.  ■ 

Johnson’s  Charity.  B 

Coppull,  The  particulars  of  this  charity,  under  which  the  poor  of  this  township  ■ 

are  entitled  to  two-thirds  of  the  clear  rents  of  a small  farm  at  Tockholes,  B 

Johnson’s  Chaiity.  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  fl 
Anderton.  B 

Abbot’s  Charity.  B 

Abbot’s  Cliarity.  John  Abbott,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  29th  November  1731,  gave  to  Robert  fl 
Clievley,  Ralph  Taylor,  and  John  Bibby,  50/.  in  trust,  to  put  the  same  out  to  'H 
interest ; and  he  directed,  that  of  the  interest,  20  s.  a year  should  be  given  to  8 
the  clerk  of  Coppull  chapel  j that  24  s.  a year  should  be  distributed  to  poor  B 
housekeepers,  at  Coppull,  having  no  relief  out  of  the  town  ; and  that  6^.  should  B 
be  given  to  the  trustees  for  their  trouble  ; and  that  when  one  trustee  should  die,  B 
the  other  two  should  choose  another.  B 

Trustees  of  this  gift  have  been  from  time  to  time  appointed.  The  la.st  ap-  B 
pointment  took  place  in  1801,  when  John  Blinkhorn,  as  the  [administrator  of 
John  Lyon,  deceased,  who  had  been  the  surviving  trustee,  appointed  the  Rev. 
Richard  Perryn,  rector  of  Standish,  Jeremiah  Lyon  and  William  Lyon,  to  be  ■ 
trustees,  of  whom  ]\Ir.  Perryn  is  the  only  survivor.  It  is  therefore  proper  that  B 
an  appointment  should  be  made  of  new  trustees.  B 

This  sum  of  50/.  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Lyon,  one  of  the  late  B 
trustees,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Holt  Lyon,  of  fl 
Wigan,  but  no  security  has  been  given  by  him  for  it.  B 

Mr.  Thomas  Holt  Lyon  pays  to  Mr.  Perryn,  50s.  as  the  yearly  interest  of  B 
this  sum,  at  five  per  cent,  of  which  20  s.  is  paid  to  the  clerk  of  Coppull  chapel,  W 
and  the  remaining  30s.  is  not  distributed  publicly,  but  is  given  occasionally  by  » 
Mr.  Perryn,  or  his  curate,  amongst  sick  and  poor  persons  of  Coppull,  as  their, B 
necessities  appear  to  require  it.  ■ 

It  is  very  desirable,  that  the  sum  of  50/.  belonging  to  this  charity,  should  be» 
invested  in  some  public  security.  V 

Frith’s  Charity.  Jr 

Frith’s  Charity.  The  particulars  of  this  charity,  under  which  the  poor  of  this  township  are  * 

entitled  to  the  benefit  of  13  s.  4>d.  per  annum,  have  been  stated  in  the  account  of  l 
charities  of  the  parish  of  Chorley,  in  the  present  Report.  I 

The  annual  sum  of  135.  4>d.,  or  clothing  to  that  amount,  is  received  from 
Mr.  John  Green,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
this  township,  and  is  distributed  by  him,  at  his  discretion,  amongst  poor  persons 
of  the  township.  Two  or  three  years  payment  of  this  annuity  appear  to  have  been  | 
in  some  instances  received  and  distributed  at  once,  probably  in  consequence  of  | 
the  smallness  of  the  sum,  and  of  its  not  being  applied  for  annually  by  the  r, 
overseer. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  DUXBURY. 

Mason’s  Charity. 

iniliam  Masoriy  by  his  will,  bearing  date  21st  April  1638,  (the  particulars  of  Duxbury. 

which  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  

Chorley,  in  the  present  Report),  gave  the  residue  of  the  rents  of  a small  estate  Charity, 

at  Ingol,  in  the  parish  of  Preston  (after  the  payment  of  two  annual  sums  of  20^.  ^ 

each),  for  the  benefit  of  the  native  poor  people  of  Chorley  and  Duxbury. 

One  moiety,  at  present  amounting  to  about  9/.  per  annum,  of  the  residue  of 
these  rents,  is  paid  by  Mr.  James  Talbot,  of  Chorley,  (who  receives  them  from 
the  tenant),  to  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  township,  and  together  with 
1/.  105.  arising  from  Charnley’s  charity,  and  \l.  arising  from  Lady  Standish’s 
charity,  hereinafter  mentioned,  forms  a fund  for  distribution,  at  meetings  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  township,  held  two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  amongst  poor  persons  thereof,  not  receiving  regular  relief,  the  sums 
given  to  each  person  varying  from  about  1/.  to  105. 

An  account  of  all  the  sums  distributed  is  entered  in  a book  by  the  clerk  of 
the  township,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  on  the  8th  August  1823,  there 
was  a balance  of  8/.  6s.  Id.  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Richard  Woodward, 
steward  to  Frank  Hall  Standish,  esquire,  of  Duxbury  Hall,  but  at  the  time  of 
our  investigation,  in  the  September  following,  a part  of  this  balance  had  been 
distributed. 

Charnley’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  state,  that  John  Charnley,  by  his  Charnley’s  Charity, 
will,  in  1712,  gave  30/.  then  vested  in  Ralph  Heatley,  and  producing  1 /.  10  5. 
per  annum,  to  the  poor  of  this  township  not  receiving  relief.  The  annual  sum  of 
1 /.  IO5.  is  now  paid  by  Peter  Heatley,  esquire,  of  Whittle-le-Woods,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  charged  upon  certain  lands  in  Whittle-le-Woods,  now  his 
property. 

Lady  Standish’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  state,  that  Lady  Standish^  by  her  Lady  Standish's 
will,  in  1780,  gave  20/.  vested  in  Sir  Frank  Standish,  baronet,  and  producing  Charity. 

1 /.  per  annum,  for  the  poor  of  this  township  not  receiving  relief. 

The  annual  sum  of  1 /.  is  now  paid  as  the  interest  of  this  sum  of  20  /.  by  the 
steward  of  Frank  Hall  Standish,  esquire,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  property  of 
the  late  Sir  Frank  Standish,  in  whom  the  legacy  appears  to  have  been  vested. 

The  application  of  these  two  small  charities  has  been  stated  in  the  above 
account  of  Mason’s  charity. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SHEVINGTON 
Aspinall’s  Charity. 

Edward  Aspinall,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  11th  February  1748,  gave  100/.  Shevington.  •' 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  of  the  township  of  Shevington,  and  directed,  that  . ^ ^ 

the  interest  thereof  should  be  laid  out  in  linen  cloth  yearly,  to  be  divided  s Chanty, 

amongst  the  most  necessitous  people,  having  a legal  settlement  in  that  township, 
as  his  executors  should  think  proper;  and  he  empowered  his  executors,  and 
their  heirs  or  executors,  successively,  to  take  care  of  the  disposition  of  the 
said  cloth. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  18th  April  1759,  Daniel  Wareing,  in 
consideration  of  98/.  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  Margaret  Aspinall,  Edward 
Norriss,  and  John  Cooke,  being  the  executors  of  the  said  Edward  Aspinall, 
and  their  heirs,  two  closes,  formerly  in  three  parcels,  called  then  Crowdhurst, 
and  the  Stony  Ryding,  containing,  by  estimation,  2 ^ acres,  lying  in  Eccleston. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  July  I8O7,  between  John  Norriss, 
eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Robert  Norriss,  who  was  eldest  son  and  heir  of 
Edward  Norriss,  the  surviving  executor,  under  the  will  of  Edward  Aspinall,  of 
the  one  part ; and  Roger  Ranicars,  and  Henry  Wignall,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting  the  above  abstracted  indenture,  and  that  the  premises  therein  men- 
tioned were  conveyed  to  the  said  Margaret  Aspinall,  Edward  Norriss,  and  John 
Crooke,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  said  Edward  Aspinall,  with 
respect  to  the  said  sum  of  100/.;  and  that  the  said  Edward  Norriss  had  survived 
IMargaret  Aspinall  and  JohnCrooke;  and  that  the  saidjohn  Norriss  being  desirous 
to  give  up  the  said  trust,  had  prevailed  upon  the  said  Roger  Ranicars  and 
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Shevington.  Henry  Wignall  to  accept  of  the  same,  and  take  a conveyance  of  the  said  premises, 

the  said  John  Norriss  granted  and  enfeoffed  the  said  two  closes  to  the  said  Roger 

Aspinall’s  Chanty,  j^miicars  and  Henry  Wignall,  and  their  heirs. 

^ continued.  trust  deed  of  this  land  bears  date  3d  October  1823,  whereby  William 

Wignall,  as  the  brother  and  heir  at  law  of  Henry  Wignall,  who  survived  Roger 
Ranicars,  granted  and  enfeoffed  the  said  two  closes  to  James  Ranicars,  William 
Woods,  James  Stopford,  James  Maitland,  and  William  Stopford  (all  of  whom 
are  now  living),  and  their  heirs. 

The  two  closes  above  mentioned,  which  are  now  called  Daniel’s  land,  and 
consist  of  about  2^  acres,  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  t6  the  perch),  are 
in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Livesly,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  8/. 
per  annum,  which  is  received  by  one  of  the  trustees,  and  after  deducting  the 
expenses  attending  the  trust,  and  the  repairs  of  the  fences  of  the  close,  is  laid 
out,  together  with  the  share  of  Threlfall’s  charity  belonging  to  this  township, 
now  amounting  to  21.  145.  per  annum,  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  JOl.  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  George  Darwell,  amounting  to  SL  105.,  and  the  annual  sum  of 
7/.  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  the  purchase  of  linen  and  woollen  cloth.  The 
trustees  meet  on  Saint  Stephen’s  day,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  overseer  of 
the  poor,  distribute  the  cloth  amongst  all  the  poor  belonging  to  the  township,  in 
quantities  varying  from  about  14  yards  to  three  yards,  according  to  their  neces- 
sities, and  the  numbers  of  their  respective  families,  after  which  the  trustees 
dine  together,  at  the  public  house  where  the  distribution  takes  place,  at  an 
expense  to  the  charities  of  about  1 /.  6s, 

As  the  total  amount  of  the  charities  is  small,  it  is  very  desirable  that  this 
charge  should  be  abolished. 

A list  is  made  of  the  poor  persons  partaking  of  the  charities,  and  an  account 
is  kept  of  the  sums  received  and  expended  by  the  trustees,  which  is  settled  at 
the  annual  meeting.  On  Saint  Stephen’s  day,  1824,  there  was  a balance  of 
1/.  9.J.  in  the  hands  of  James  Ranicars,  one  of  the  trustees. 


Birchall’s  Charity,  and  Threlfall’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  these  two  charities,  under  the  former  of  which  tire  poor 
of  the  township  of  Shevington  are  entitled  to  a weekly  distribution  of  bread,  in 
the  parish  church  of  Standish,  and  under  the  latter,  to  a similar  distribution  of 
bread,  and  to  a portion  of  the  residue  of  the  interest  of  200  /.  (such  portion 
now  amounting  to  21.  14  5.  per  annum),  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account 
of  the  charities  of  the  township  of  Standish  with  Langtree,  except  the  appli- 
cation of  the  said  annual  sum  of  2 /,  145.  which  has  been  mentioned  in  the  above 
account  of  Aspinall’s  charity. 

Holt’s  Charity. 

Holt's  Charity.  It  is  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  178Gj  that  Mrs.  Holt,  by 
will,  the  date  of  which  is  not  mentioned,  gave  60 1.  then  vested  in  Robert 
Ranicars  and  John  Farnworth,  for  woollen  cloth  for  the  poor  of  this  township. 

There  is  a sum  of  70/.  which  may  probably  include  this  donation  of  60/.  now 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  George  Darwell,  secured  by  his  promissory  note,  with 
interest  at  five  per  cent,  amounting  to  SI.  105.  per  annum,  the  application  of 
which  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  Aspinall’s  charity.  ^ 

Annuity  of  ^ 

Annuity  of?/.  The  annual  sum  of  Jl.  has  been,  as  we  are  informed,  for  many  years,  paid 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  in  respect  of  an  estate  in  this  township,  containing 
upwards  of  50  acres,  called  Crooke ; but  we  cannot  learn  that  there  is  any 
deed  or  document  in  the  township,  relating  to  this  charitable  payment,  nor  is 
it  known  from  what  donor  it  is  derived.  It  is  stated,  that  this  property  formerly 
belonged  to  a family  of  the  name  of  Pearson,  and  afterwards  to  Mr.  John 
Clarke,  who  lately  sold  it  to  Mr.  Joshua  I^ace,  of  Liverpool.  Having  applied 
to  Mr.  Lace,  we  learn  from  him,  that  the  title-deeds  of  this  estate  have  been 
examined  by  his  direction,  but  that  they  contain  no  vestige  of  the  above  men- 
tioned supposed  charge,  and  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  such,  till  this  inquiry 
was  made  of  him.  If  we  are  able  to  obtain  hereafter  any  further  information 
relating  to  this  payment,  it  shall  be  noticed  in  a future  Report. 


Birchall’s  Charity, 
and  Threlfall’s 
Charity. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  WELCH  WHITTLE. 

Heskin’s  Charity. 

Thurston  Heskin,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  7th  December  1704,  and  proved 
at  Chester,  gave  20/.  to  his  brother  Nicholas  Heskin,  to  be  by  him  placed  out  at 
interest,  on  good  real  or  personal  security,  and  directed,  that  the  interest 
thereof  should  be  yearly  distributed,  among  such  necessitous  families  in  the 
township  of  Welch  Whittle,  as  the  said  Nicholas  Heskin,  and  his  heirs,  should 
think  most  proper. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  this  charity  is  incorrectly  stated 
to  have  been  a gift  of  land,  producing  185.  a year. 

The  charity  is  also  stated  in  those  returns  to  be  vested  in  Mrs.  Hervey.  We  are 
told,  that  a distribution  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  was  formerly  made  by  the 
tenant  of  a small  farm,  in  this  township,  belonging  to  a Mrs.  Hervey,  who  died 
about  18  years  ago,  and  that  this  farm  is  now  the  property  of  her  grand- 
daughter, who  resides  in  Canada  ; but  there  appears  to  be  no  evidence  to  show 
that  the  land  was  ever  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hes- 
kin’s legacy,  or  of  any  interest  having  been  received  for  it  since  Mrs.  Hervey ’s 
death.  We  fear,  therefore,  that  there  is  little  chance  of  its  being  recovered. 

Whalley’s  Charity. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  state,  that  Thomas  Whalley^  in 
1758,  gave,  by  his  will,  5/.  vested  in  John  Whalley,  and  producing  5 5.  per 
annum,  to  the  poor  not  receiving  relief. 

John  Whalley,  an  aged  farmer  of  this  township,  states,  that  he  now  gives  an 
annual  sum  of  55.  to  a poor  person  of  the  township,  as  the  interest  of  this  sum 
of  5/. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

This  township  is  entitled  to  a portion  of  Lathom’s  charity,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  be  found  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Croston, 
in  a preceding  part  of  this  Report. 

This  portion,  which  for  the  year  1825  amounted  to  I7  /.  IO5.  is  laid  out  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Hawkshead,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  in  the  purchase  of 
cloth,  which  is  distributed  by  himself,  with  the  assistance  of  the  overseer  of 
the  poor,  or  other  inhabitants  of  the  township,  amongst  poor  persons  thereof, 
not  receiving  relief. 


PARISH  OF  TARLETON. 

School. 

No  deeds  or  documents  relating  to  the  foundation  of  this  school,  or  to  the 
lands  belonging  to  it,  were  produced  to  us  ; and  we  were  informed  that  searches 
had  been  lately  made  for  them  without  effect. 

There  is  a school-room  in  the  parish,  which  bears  upon  it  the  date  of  1650, 
and  which  is  repaired  out  of  the  funds  of  the  parish. 

A field  near  Tarleton  bridge,  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  a Mr.  Johnson 
for  the  support  of  this  school,  consisted  of  about  three  acres  (customary 
measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch),  until  rather  more  than  20  years  ago,  when 
a portion  of  it,  comprising  more  than  two  acres,  was  sold  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Company,  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  for  320  /.  which  sum  has  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Canal  Company,  on  the  security  of  a mortgage  of  a portion  of  the  tolls  of 
the  canal,  bearing  date  5th  May  1804.  The  interest  on  this  security  was  at 
first  five  per  cent,  but  is  now  reduced  to  four  per  cent,  amounting  to  12/.  I65. 
per  annum. 

The  residue  of  the  field,  consisting  of  about  three  roods,  is  in  the  occupation 
of  Giles  Cookson,  a farmer  in  the  parish,  and  one  of  the  present  acting  trustees, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  6 /.  per  annum.  This  field  had  been  pre- 
viously let  for  the  same  rent,  and  Mr.  Cookson,  who  has  held  it  one  year  only, 
is  ready  to  give  it  up  whenever  a better  rent  can  be  obtained  for  it. 

There  are  also  four  small  parcels  of  land  in  the  parish,  containing  upwards 
of  two  acres  (of  the  same  customary  measure),  which  are  supposed  to  have  been 
given  by  a Mr.  Withington  for  the  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster.  These  parcels 
of  land  are  held  by  Edward  Whittle,  for  the  residue  of  a short  term  of  years. 
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which  will  expire  at  Candlemas  182(),  at  the  annual  rent  of  8/.  The  same 
tenant  has  engaged  to  take  the  premises  for  a term  of  seven  years  from  the 
expiration  of  the  present,  at  a good  rent  of  10/.  on  being  allowed  by  the 
trustees  the  expense  of  two  new  gates,  which  will  cost  about  SI.  The  land  is 
liable  to  a drainage  rate,  amounting  to  upwards  of  1 /.  a year,  which  the  tenant 
is  to  pay. 

Besides  the  above  sources  of  income,  there  is  a sum  of  50/.  supposed  to  have 
been  given  to  this  school  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Leadbetter,  who  is  understood  to 
have  been  the  mother  of  Miss  Leadbetter,  whose  gift  to  the  poor  is  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

This  sum  of  50/.  was  formerly  lent  on  private  security,  at  five  per  cent  interest,  f 
and  was  afterwards  applied  in  the  payment  of  a debt  owing  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Tarleton.  Interest  is  now  paid  for  this  sum  at  five  per  cent,  out  of  the  poor’s  * 
rates;  and  as  a security  for  the  principal,  a promissory  note,  dated  9th  July  ^ 
1821,  was  given  by  Harry  Dobson,  Thomas  Howard,  George  Dandy,  John  fl 
Baron,  and  Thomas  Harrison,  for  50/.  payable  to  Richard  Whittle,  the  then  ■ 
schoolmaster.  It  appears  to  us  very  desirable  that  this  sum  should  be  invested  \i 
on  some  permanent  and  valid  security.  fx 

The  four  persons  first  above  mentioned,  as  the  makers  of  the  promissory  |i 
note,  together  with  Daniel  Harrison,  Giles  Cookson,  George  Ascroft,  Hugh 
Southworth,  and  William  Duckworth,  are  the  present  acting  trustees  of  this 
school.  ■■ 

There  have  usually  been  nine  trustees,  inhabitants  of  Tarleton,  and  as  B 
a vacancy  has  occurred  by  the  death  of  one  of  their  number,  the  survivors  B 
have  elected  another;  but  we  cannot  learn  that  there  have  been  any  appoint-  B 
ments  by  deed,  or  any  conveyances  of  the  trust  property.  The  trustees  hold  B 
a meeting  on  Michaehnas-day  annually,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  B 
business  of  the  trust,  and  examining  the  children,  when  such  of  the  free  ■ 
children  as  are  found  able  to  read  the  Bible  well,  are  taken  from  the  school,  and  W 
others  appointed  in  their  stead.  ■ 

The  rents  of  the  lands,  and  the  interest  of  the  monies  above  mentioned,  are  V 
received  by  Mr.  Harry  Dobson,  and  are  paid  over  by  him  to  the  schoolmaster,  1 
who,  in  respect  thereof,  teaches  20  poor  children  of  the  parish  to  read,  free  of  K 
expense.  Of  these  children  it  is,  in  the  absence  of  documents,  supposed  that 
14  ought  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  six  by  the  rector  of  Tarleton.  " 
The  master  is  allowed  to  take  other  children,  for  whose  instruction  he  is  paid 
by  their  parents. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (August  1825),  the  whole  number  of  children  in  K 
the  school  was  about  80.  X 

We  are  informed  that  this  school  was  formerly  a grammar  school,  and  that  B 
about  50  years  ago,  a few  of  the  boys  were  taught  Latin ; but  the  present  B 
schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  in  February  1825,  is  not  ■ 
qualified  to  instruct  the  boys  in  the  classics,  nor  was  his  predecessor  so  qualified,  B 
who  was  removed  from  his  situation  by  the  trustees,  in  consequence  of  his  r 
having  become  too  old  and  infirm  to  perform  the  duties  of  it,  and  of  the  • 
number  of  the  scholars  having  been  much  reduced  during  the  latter  part  of  1 
his  time.  ft 

Leadbetteu’s  Charity.  ? 

Hannah  Leadbetter,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  13th  April  1757>  gave  to  the 
churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Tarleton,  100/. 
upon  trust,  to  put  the  same  forth  at  interest,  and  to  apply  the  yearly  interest  in  I 

buying  cloth,  either  linen  or  woollen,  and  to  distribute  the  same  yearly  to  such  ‘ [ 

poor  of  Tarleton,  as  should  not  receive  relief  from  the  town,  on  every. 1st  day  i 

of  January,  as  they  should  think  proper.  j I 

The  first  distribution  of  this  charity  appears  to  have  taken  place  in  1764., 
when  the  sum  of  4/.  105.  as  the  interest  of  the  said  100/.  was  received  by 
the  churchwarden  and  overseer,  and  distributed  in  clothing.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  sum  of  6/.  Ss.  was  received  as  the  rent  of  land  in  Becconsal 
Marsh. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  state,  that  the  100/.  given  by  Miss  Lead- 
better,  was  laid  out,  with  20/.  added  by  the  parish,  in  land,  which  then  produced 
6/.  per  annum,  but  the  purchase  deeds  of  this  land  could  not  be  found  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry. 

This  land  consists  of  a field  in  the  township  of  Hesketh  with  Becconsal,  i 

containing 
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containing  about  1 ^ acre  (customary  measure  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch),  in 
the  occupation  of  Thomas  Blundell,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  8/.  per 
annum.  In  177^>  the  rent  appears  to  have  been  raised  to  6/.  IS 5.  Od.,  and  in 
1782,  lowered  to  61.  In  1801,  it  was  lowered  to  5/.  17^.;  in  1808,  ad- 
vanced to  7^’  7s.-,  and  in  1815,  to  9/*  In  1822,  it  was  lowered  to  8/.  its 
present  amount. 

The  rent  becomes  due  at  Candlemas,  and  is  applied  shortly  afterwards  by 
the  churchwarden  and  overseer,  in  the  purchase  of  linen  and  woollen  cloth, 
which  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  not  receiving  relief.  The  poor  make 
previous  applications  to  the  churchwarden  or  overseer  for  such  articles  as  they 
are  in  want  of,  and  those  who  are  considered  the  properest  objects  are  preferred. 
The  same  person  does  not  usually  partake  of  the  charity  oftener  than  once  in 
two  or  three  years.  The  number  of  poor  to  whom  it  was  given,  was — 

In  1823  31 

1824  30 

1825  - - - - - 25 

Their  names  are  entered  in  a book. 

Layfield’s  Charity. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  partake  of  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Layfield’s  charity, 
given  to  the  parish  of  Croston,  (the  particulars  of  which  have  been  stated  in 
the  account  of  the  Croston  charities),  as  having  been  a township  of  that  parish 
until  the  year  1821,  when,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  townships  of  Tarleton 
and  Hesketh  with  Becconsal,  were  made  separate  and  distinct  parishes;  and  it 
was  by  a clause  of  that  Act  provided,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  town- 
ships, thus  separated,  should  respectively  be  entitled  to  the  full  proportion  of 
all  charities  or  charitable  gifts  which  had  theretofore  been  distributed  among 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  townships  respectively. 


PIUNDRED  OF  LONSDALE. 

PARISH  OF  BOLTON-LE-S  ANDS. 

Free  Grammar  School. 

By  an  inquisition  taken  under  a commission  of  charitable  uses,  and  bearing 
date  27th  January  1625,  it  was  found,  that  Thomas  Assheton,  by  will,  bearing 
date  5th  May  I619,  devised  to  Thomas  Assheton,  the  younger,  a messuage 
and  tenement  called  Baine’s  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Hest,  he 
the  said  Thomas  Assheton  and  his  heirs  paying,  in  consideration  thereof,  the 
yearly  rent  of  80  5.  towards  the  maintenance  of  a free  school,  at  Bolton-Ie- 
Sands,  and  for  want  of  a free  school  there,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  of  the  said  parish,  at  the  discretion  of  the  vicar,  churchwardens,  and 
overseers;  and  it  was  further  found,  that  there  were  other  parcels  of  land 
in  Bolton,  theretofore  given  to  godly  uses,  in  the  occupation  of  the  persons 
therein  mentioned,  for  which  there  had  been  certain  yearly  rents  amounting  to 
18^.  2rf.  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  which  had  been  distributed  to  godly  uses 
in  the  town  and  church  of  Bolton;  and  that  all  the  said  yearly  rents,  except 
one  of  45.  having  been  unpaid  for  20  years,  the  tenants  had  agreed  to  pay  the 
sum  of  60/.  to  be  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school  at 
Bolton.  • 

By  the  decree  of  the  commissioners  made  thereon,  and  bearing  date  Sd  March 
162.5,  and  confirmed  by  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  County  Pala- 
tine of  Lancaster,  28th  May  1625  ; it  w'as  ordered  that  the  said  Thomas  Asshe- 
ton should  pay  the  sum  of  12/.  6s.  8(/.  for  the  arrears  of  the  said  rent-charge  of 
80  s.  to  the  then  vicar,  who  should  employ  the  same  towards  the  founding  and 
maintenance  of  the  said  free  school,  or  in  default  thereof,  according  to  the  will  of 
the  said  testator;  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Assheton,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  own- 
ers of  the  said  messuage  and  tenement,  should  thereafter  continue  the  payment  of 
the  said  rent-charge,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school ; and  it  was  fur- 
ther ordered,  that  the  persons  out  of  whose  lands  the  several  rents  mentioned  in 
the  inquisition  were  issuing,  should  upon  the  making  up  of  the  said  sum  of  60  /., 
be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  any  further  rent,  for  or  in  respect  of  the  said 
lands;  and  it  was  further  ordered,  that  Myles  Dawson,  the  then  vicar  and  his 
success6rs,  and  eight  other  persons  therein  named,  should  be  feoffees  and 
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school  reeves,  for  the  founding  and  perfecting  of  the  same  school,  who  should 
see  unto  the  well-ordering  of  the  same  school,  and  employing  of  the  aforesaid 
monies,  and  all  other  monies  which  should  thereafter  be  given  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  stipend  of  the  said  school,  and  to  the  placing  and  displacing  of 
the  master  there,  by  the  direction  and  consent  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester  ; and 
lest  the  said  CO/.  should  be  misemployed,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  feoffees, 
and  their  successors,  should  from  time  to  time  give  an  account  to  the  com- 
missioners of  charitable  uses  in  the  said  county  of  Lancaster,  of  the  employing 
of  the  same,  and  if  there  should  be  no  such  commission,  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  for  the  time  being. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  the  school  consists  principally  of  small 
portions  of  land,  which  have  been  purchased  at  different  times,  as  appears  from 
the  several  purchase  deeds,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  feoffees,  as  will  be 
noticed  in  the  following  account  of  the  particulars  of  the  property.  AVe 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  from  whence  the  several  sums  of  money 
so  laid  out,  were  derived,  except  as  to  the  sum  of  60^.  mentioned  in  the  inqui- 
sition above  abstracted,  and  10/.  given  by  Robert  Mayor,  in  1705,  as  mentioned 
hereinafter  in  our  account  of  his  charity  to  the  poor. 

The  property  consists  of : — 

1.  — The  site  of  the  present  school,  which  was  conveyed  by  deed  of  feoffment, 
bearing  date  6th  January  l6S8,  by  John  Williamson,  in  consideration  of 

to  Robert  Coles  and  William  Wither,  two  of  the  feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  to 
the  intent  that  a convenient  school-house  should  be  erected  thereon,  by  the 
description  of  a parcel  of  ground  called  the  Kiln  Yard,  containing  by  esti- 
mation, half  a rood.  The  school  erected  on  this  ground  is  an  ancient  building, 
and  is  kept  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  parish. 

2.  — A close  called  Halstead’s,  in  the  towmship  of  Bolton,  conveyed  by  inden- 
ture of  feoffment,  bearing  date  18th  May  1655,  by  Thomas  Stockdale,  to  John 
Jaques,  clerk,  and  four  others,  for  the  use  of  the  free  school,  in  consideration 
of  8 /.  by  the  description  of  an  acre  of  arable  and  pasture  ground,  in  a place 
called  Hanstead,  in  the  lordship  of  Bolton.  This  close  contains  rather  less 
thari  an  acre  of  the  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  and  is  let  to 
Daniel  Parke,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  1 /.  per  annum  ; this  is  stated  to  be  a fair 
rent,  considering  the  present  state  of  the  land,  which  has  been  injured  by  bad 
husbandry. 

3. — A close  called  Tenants  croft,  in  the  township  of  Bolton,  now  con- 
taining about  five  roods  only,  a portion  of  the  land  which  formerly  constituted 
the  close  having  been  given  up  several  years  ago,  for  the  formation  of  the  Lan- 
caster Canal.  Of  this  close,  the  principal  part  was  conveyed  by  indenture, 
bearing  date  2d  February  1744,  by  Jeremiah  Woodworth,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,, 
to  Edmund  Cole  and  eight  others,  the  then  feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  for  the 
use  of  the  free  school,  by  the  description  of  an  inclosed  parcel  of  arable  ground, 
called  the  Croft,  situate  in  the  lordship  of  Bolton,  and  containing  by  estimation 
one  acre  and  a half.  By  the  same  conveyance,  apiece  of  ground,  described 
as  a hemp  land,  at  the  head  of  an  orchard,  formerly  called  the  Calf  Parrock,  and 
containing  one  rood,  w’as  conveyed  to  the  feoffees,  but  nothing  is  now  known  of 
this  land ; there  w^ere  also  some  other  lands  conveyed  by  the  same  indenture, 
to  George  and  Robert  Taylor,  who  w'ere  parties  thereto,  for  their  own  use. 
The  consideration  for  the  purchase,  on  account  of  the  school,  was  54/.  whereof 
37  /.  10  5.  had  been  before  that  time  laid  out  by  the  feoffees,  on  a mortgage  of 
all  the  premises  comprised  in  that  indeilture,  and  1/.  17.^.  6 c?.  was  due  for 
interest.  A further  part  of  the  Tenants  croft  w’as  conveyed  by  indenture  of 
feoffment,  bearing  date  17th  March  1777j  hy  Richard  Sparling,  junior,  in  consi- 
deration of  6/.  6 s.  to  Richard  Sparling,  senior,  and  seven  others,  feoffees  of  the 
free  school,  by  the  description  of  a parcel  of  ground,  containing  29  perches, 
situate  on  the  south  of  the  croft  commonly  called  the  Tenants  croft.  The  land, 
which  now  remains  in  the  possession  of  the  feoffees,  is  let  to  William  Ridding, 
for  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1824,  at  a fair  rent  of  5 /.  ; the  present  tenant 
has,  at  his  own  expense,  laid  it  down  in  pasture. 

4.  — The  yearly  sum  of  2/.  Js.  11  c?.  is  paid  by  the  Lancaster  Canal  Company, 
as  a compensation  for  the  part  of  the  Tenants  croft,  given  up  to  them,  as 
above  mentioned. 

5.  — A close  in  the  township  of  Bolton  called  the  Thwaite,  containing  two 
acres,  which  was  conveyed,  wdth  the  close  next  mentioned,  by  indenture,  (en- 
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rolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery),  bearing  date  18th  January  17«55,  by  Leonard  Bolton-le-Sands. 
Stout,  to  the  Rev.  Felix  O’Neill,  vicar,  and  two  others,  as  feoffees  for  the  school,  ~ — 

and  their  heirs,  in  consideration  of  631.  10s.  The  premises  are  there  described 
as  two  closes,  situate  in  Bolton,  the  one  called  Thwaite,  containing  by  estima-  continued. 

tion,  two  acres;  the  other  called  Tawtopp,  containing  by  estimation,  1a.  1 r.  — — x'' ' 

The  close  called  Thwaite  is  let  to  John  Slatt6r,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  51.  per 
annum ; and  this  is  stated  to  be  a fair  rent  for  the  land  in  its  present  state, 
but  owing  to  bad  husbandry,  it  is  much  out  of  condition. 

6.  — The  close  called  Tawtopp,  containing  about  one  acre,  is  let  to  William 
Ridding,  upon  a parole  agreement  for  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1824,  at 
a good  rent  of  2 /.  5 s. 

7.  — The-rent  charge  of  4/,  stated  in  the  inquisition  of  1625  to  have  been 
given  by  the  will  of  Thomas  Assheton,  is  received  annually  from  Richard 

Ewan,  of  Hest  Bank,  on  account  of Tathain,  esquire,  of  Hipping  Hall, 

the  owner  of  a field  in  Hest  called  Baine’s. 

8.  — A rent  charge  of  10. 9.,  which  is  paid  in  respect  of  certain  lands  in  Halton, 
now  known  by  the  name  of  Dobby  House  Lands,  but  formerly  called  Pearson’s 
Intake,  the  property  of  W.  B.  Bradshaw,  esquire,  of  Halton  Hall.  It  is  not 
known  by  whom  this  rent-charge  was  given  ; the  payment,  however,  is  men- 
tioned in  the  school  book,  before  the  year  l69^,  as  having  been  then  made  by 
Richard  Chambers,  and  in  1692,  and  subsequently,  by  widow  Chambers. 

9.  — There  is  also  the  yearly  sum  of  5 s.,  payable  under  the  will  of  John 
Rippon,  hereinafter  mentioned,  out  of  a field  called  Shaw  I.ane  Head,  now  the 
property  of  Thomas  Butler  Cole,  esquire,  of  Kirkland  Hall.  This  payment 
has  lately  been  in  arrear,  as  stated  in  our  account  of  Rippon’s  charities,  in  the 
township  of  Nether  Kellett. 

We  have  already  observed,  that  in  some  instances  the  school  property  has 
been  deteriorated  by  bad  husbandry;  this  is  attributed  to  the  circumstance, 
that  up  to  the  year  1823,  the  schoolmaster  was  suffered  to  let  the  lands  himself, 
so  that  the  tenants,  feeling  that  there  was  no  certainty  as  to  the  time  they 
would  be  allowed  to  hold  the  lands,  would  not  run  the  risk  of  laying  out  any 
money  upon  them. 

There  have  usually  been  eight  persons  who  have  acted  as  trustees  for  this 
school,  of  whom  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  has  been  one;  and  of  the  others, 
four  have  been  elected  from  Bolton,  two  from  Slyne,  and  two  from  Nether 
Kellett.  When  vacancies  have  occurred,  the  survivors  have  chosen  others  in 
their  place,  by  appointments  entered  in  the  school  register.  The  present 
acting  trustees,  are  the  Rev.  Robert  Gibson,  vicar,  Joshua  Lodge,  Thomas 
Chippendale,  Thomas  Croft,  Thomas  Greene,  esquire,  Richard  Sparling,  Berry 
Edmund  Jackson,  John  Peacock,  and  Robert  Greene  Bradley,  esquire,  the  last 
of  whom  was  appointed  in  August  1825, 

The  schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  in  1823,  collects  the 
rents  and  payments  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  17^-  15  9.,  exclusive  of  the 
rent  charge  of  5 s..  to  which  he  is  entitled  under  the  will  of  John  Rippon. 

He  also  receives  61.  yearly,  arising  from  the  gift  of  Thomas  Greene,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  be  stated  hereafter. 

At  the  time  of  his  appointment,  the  master  gave  a bond,  bearing  date  24th 
July  1823,  to  the  trustees,  in  the  penalty  of  200/.  for  the  due  observance  of  all 
rules  made  by  the  trustees,  for  the  regulation  of  the  school,  and  for  the  discharge 
of  his  duties ; and  he  further  bound  himself  to  resign  the  school,  in  case  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  should  see  sufficient  reason  to  displace  him,  and 
eleet  another  person  in  his  stead. 

All  the  children  of  Bolton,  Nether  Kellett,  and  Slyne,  are  admitted  to  this 
school  on  the  following  terms  : — If  they  require  to  be  taught  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages,  they  receive  such  instruction  without  any  charge ; but  for 
instruction  in  reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  a quarterage  is  paid,  varying  from 
3 9.  to  129.  accordinf?  to  what  is  taught. 

The  master  takes  boarders  in  his  own  house,  and  has  other  scholars,  who  are 
boarded  in  the  town,  with  whom  he  makes  his  own  terms. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  this  was  originally  intended  for  a grammar  school ; 
but  we  find  in  the  school  register  book,  the  following  order,  made  at  a meeting 
of  the  trustees  in  September  1763; — that  the  master  should  teach  no  English 
scholars  without  pay,  but  such  only  in  the  Bible  as  should  be  fit  to  enter  into 
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Bolton-le-Sands.  Latin,  SO  that  if  any  should  send  their  children  to  learn  English,  they  must 
ao-ree  with  the  master,  otherwise  he  had  orders  not  admit  them. 

O 

Greene’s  Charity. 

Greene’s  Charity.  By  indenture,  bearing  date  11th  March  1820,  enrolled  in  the  office  of  the 

'' ^ clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  between  Thomas  Greene,  son, 

heir  and  residuary  legatee  of  Thomas  Greene,  esquire,  deceased,  of  the  first 
part;  Martha  Greene,  widow,  and  George  Tennant,  the  executors  of  the  said 
Thomas  Greene,  deceased,  of  the  second  part ; the  Reverend  James  Thomas, 
vicar  of  Bolton,  deceased,  Thomas  Chippendale,  Joseph  Lodge,  Thomas  Croft, 
and  the  said  Thomas  Greene,  and  three  others,  since  deceased,  described  as 
trustees  of  Bolton  school,  of  the  third  part ; and  the  said  Joshua  Lodge,  Thomas 
Croft,  Robert  Bradley,  deceased,  and  the  said  Thomas  Greene,  of  the  fourth 
part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Greene,  deceased,  by  a codicil  to 
Ids  will,  bearing  date  1st  May  1809,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  Bolton  school,  100/.  to  be  placed  out  at 
interest,  for  the  perpetual  augmentation  of  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster, 
and  the  further  sum  of  100/.,  to  be  placed  out,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
paid  by  them  to  the  churchwardens  of  Bolton,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
wheaten  loaves,  to  be  distributed  amongst  such  poor  persons,  attending  divine 
service  at  the  parish  church,  on  Sundays,  as  the  said  churchwardens  should  think 
proper,  rather  preferring  such  as  should  be  inhabitants  of  the  township  of 
Slyne  with  Hest ; and  reciting,  that  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  testa- 
tor,  which  was  on  the  (ith  December  1810,  the  number  of  the  trustees  for  the 
said  school  was  not  complete ; that  the  executors  had  therefore  been  unwilling 
to  pay  the  said  legacies,  until  three  additional  trustees  should  be  appointed,  and 
the  proper  number  made  complete,  but  had  paid  the  interest  of  the  said  lega- 
cies, as  directed  by  the  testator ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  number  of 
trustees  had  then  been  completed,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Greene,  party 
thereto,  having  received  from  the  said  executors  the  balance  of  the  testator’s 
personal  estate,  had  purchased  314/.  19^-  three  per  cent  consols,  being  such 
quantity  of  the  said  stock,  as  the  said  two  legacies  would  have  purchased  at  the 
expiration  of  one  year  from  the  death  of  the  testator,  in  the  names  of  the  said 
Joshua  Lodge  Thomas  Croft,  Robert  Bradley,  and  Thomas  Greene;  and 
further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Greene,  party  thereto,  being  desirous  of 
furthering  the  object  of  the  said  testator,  had  purchased  so  much  more  stock 
in  the  same  names,  as  to  make  up  the  sum  of  400/.  stock,  the  said  trustees 
thereby  acquitted  and  discharged  the  said  Thomas  Greene,  Martha  Greene, 
and  George  Tennant ; and  the  said  Joshua  Lodge,  and  others,  in  whose  names 
the  stock  was  purchased,  declared  that  they  were  possessed  of  the  same,  upon 
trust,  to  apply  one  moiety  of  the  dividends  for  the  augmentation  of  the  salary  of 
the  master  of  the  free  grammar  school  of  Bolton,  and  to  pay  the  other  moiety 
to  the  churchwardens,  for  the  purchase  of  bread,  as  directed  by  the  said  testator ; 
and  it  was  provided,  that  when  any  of  the  said  trustees,  in  whose  names  the 
stock  stood,  should  die,  or  become  incapable,  or  decline  to  act,  a meeting  should 
be  convened  at  the  school-house,  and  a new  trustee  elected,  by  a majority  of 
the  trustees  then  present,  in  his  room ; and  that  the  said  stock  should  be 
transferred  into  the  joint  names  of  the  continuing  trustees,  and  such  new 
trustees,  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  stock  above  mentioned  still  stands  in  the  same  names,  but  Robert 
Bradley  is  lately  deceased.  The  dividends  are  received  by  Mr.  Greene,  and 
one  moiety  thereof,  viz.  the  sum  of  6/.  yearly,  is  paid  to  the  master  of  the  free 
grammar  school,  and  the  other  moiety  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread, 
a proportion  of  which  is  distributed  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year,  by  the 
churchwardens,  amongst  such  poor  persons  attending  divine  service  at  the 
church,  as  they  think  the  most  deserving. 

Chambers’s  Charity. 

Chambers’s  In  the  school  register,  there  is  an  account,  dated  in  1686,  of  several  small 
Charily.  sums.  Stated  to  be  payable  annually  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  ; the  only  one  of 
these  payments  of  which  we  can  find  any  trace,  is  the  sum  of  IO5.  there  stated 
to  be  paid  by  widow  Chambers  of  Halton. 

In  the  returns  made  to  the  Parliament,  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  Ellen  Cham- 
bers) by  will,  in  1695,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Bolton,  not  receiving  relief  land,  then 
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vested  in  Robert  Hinde,  and  producing  5s.  per  annum;  and  in  an  account 
entered  in  one  of  the  parish  books,  under  the  date  of  of  the  monev 

belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Bolton,  it  is  stated  that  Mary 
Chambers,  of  Halton,  paid  yearly  5s. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament,  also  mention  an  annual  sum  of  9,s.  Qd. 
a year,  given  to  the  poor  of  Nether  Kellett,  and  the  same  sum  to  the  poor  of 
Slyne,  then  vested  in  Robert  Hinde. 

As  the  Halton  estate,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Chambers, 
was,  in  1786,  the  property  of  Robert  Hinde,  the  three  gifts  were  probably 
derived  from  the  same  person. 

The  Halton  estate  was  sold  by  John  Hinde  to  the  late  W.  B.  Bradshaw,  esq. 
and  is  now  the  property  of  R.  F.  Bradshaw,  esq.  who  has  paid  the  several  yearly 
sums  above  mentioned  whenever  they  have  been  demanded  ; but  it  appears 
that  there  are  now  some  arrears  which  have  not  been  called  for.  The  present 
parish  officers  were  unable  to  state  how  these  small  sums  had  been  disposed  of, 
never  having  received  it  during  the  time  they  had  been  in  office. 


Bolton-le-Sancla. 


Chambers’s 

Charity. 


Sparling’s  Charity. 

John  Sparling,  by  will,  bearing  date  5th  December  1796,  directed  that  the  Sparling’s  Charity, 
sum  of  150/.,  part  of  his  personal  estate,  or  stock  in  the  public  funds,  should,  at 
his  decease,  be  transferred  by  his  executors  into  the  names  of  them,  and  of  his 
son,  William  Sparling,  in  the  three  per  cent  consols,  in  trust,  to  pay  to  or 
permit  to  be  received,  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  officiating  minister, 
and  the  schoolmaster  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Bolton,  the  dividends 
thereof ; to  be  by  them  for  ever  distributed  annually  on  24th  December,  or 
on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  December,  when  the  24th  should  happen  to  be 
Sunday,  amongst  such  of  the  poor  housekeepers  inhabiting  in  the  parish  of 
Bolton,  as  they  should  think  most  deserving,  according  to  their  respective 
necessities ; and  he  directed,  that  the  duty  arising  upon  the  legacy  should  be 
paid  out  of  his  personal  estate. 

It  appears,  that  in  respect  of  this  legacy,  the  sum  of  233/.  6s.  8d.  stock,  in 
the  three  per  cent  consols,  was  transferred  on  25th  November  1801,  to  William 
Sparling,  John  Bolton,  and  Edward  Chaffers,  trustees  named  for  that  purpose 
by  the  said  John  Bolton  and  Edward  Chaffers,  executors  of  the  will. 

The  dividend,  amounting  to  7/-  is  received  by  the  vicar,  and  one  half  is 
distributed  at  the  time  directed  by  the  will,  amongst  poor  housekeepers  of  the 
township  of  Bolton,  by  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  schoolmaster,  and 
the  other  half  is  given  in  equal  shares  to  the  townships  of  Slyne  and  Nether 
Kellett,  and  distributed  amongst  persons  of  a similar  description  in  those  town- 
ships ; Over  Kellett,  w'hich  is  strictly  in  the  parish  of  Bolton,  being  excluded, 
because  that  township  forms  a distinct  chapelry. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  BOLTON. 

Donor  unknown. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  earliest  deed  we  could  discover  relating  to  Bolton. 

this  charity: — 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  13th  February  1776,  between  Donor  unknown, 
Leonard  Stout,  of  the  one  part;  and  Richard  Nicholson,  of  the  other  part; 
reciting,  that  the  said  Leonard  Stout  was  seised  of  the  close  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, subject  to  and  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  the  annual  rent-charge 
or  yearly  sum  of  20  5.  to  the  churchwarden  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Bolton 
by  the  Sands,  and  their  successors,  for  the  time  being,  on  Saint  Andrew’s  day, 
for  ever,  to  be  distributed  amongst  poor  housekeepers  there  ; and  reciting,  that 
the  said  Richard  Nicholson  had  agreed  with  the  said  Leonard  Stout,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  said  close  for  the  price  of  10/.  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
said  205.  yearly,  and  for  the  uses  above  mentioned  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  10/.  and  also  in  consideration  of  the  under- 
taking of  the  said  Richard  Nicholson,  his  heirs.and  assigns,  to  pay  the  said  205. 
yearly  for  ever,  as  the  same  should  become  due,  and  to  indemnify  the  said 
Leonard  Stout,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  from  and  against  the  same,  the  said 
Leonard  Stout  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  Richard  Nicholson,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  a close,  situate  in  Bolton  by  the  Sands,  at  a place  there  called 
Thwaite  Brow',  adjoining,  at  the  west  end  to  the  great  turnpike  road  leading 
between  Bolton  and  Carnforth,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Stout’s 
Rep.  15.  I i Thwaite, 
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Bolton.  Tliwaite,  containing  two  acres,  or  thereabouts,  statute  measure,  to  be  holden  of 

the  chief  lord,  See.  and  especially  by  and  under  payment  of  the  said  yearly 

Donor  unknown,  j-gnt-charge  or  sum  of  20^.  to  the  said  Leonard  Stout,  Ids  heirs  and  assigns,  or 
eon  tnuer . ^ cliurch wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Bolton  by  the  Sands  afore- 

said, and  their  successors,  on  Saint  Andrew’s  day,  for  ever,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  poor  housekeepers  there ; and  the  said  Richard  Nicholson,  for  him- 
self,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  covenanted  with  the  said  Leonard  Stout,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  yearly  for  ever  pay  to  the 
said  Leonard  Stout,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  or  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  Bolton  by  the  Sands  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  the  said  sum 
of  20s.  on  the  said  feast  day  of  St.  Andrew,  to  be  distributed  amongst  poor 
housekeepers  there  as  aforesaid,  and  also  would  indemnify  him  the  said  Leonard 
Stout,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  against  the  payment  thereof ; and  a power  of 
distress  was  reserved  to  Leonard  Stout,  and  his  heirs,  or  the  said  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  in  case  of  the  rent-charge  being  in  arrear  ten  days. 

W^illiam  Cliorley  is  the  owner  of  the  field  called  Stout’s  Thwaite,  which  was 
conveyed  to  him  in  1818,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  rent- 
charge  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  township  of  Bolton. 

Mr.  Chorley  paid  the  rent-charge  until  the  year  1820  inclusive,  but  he  has 
from  that  period  refused  to  pay  it,  because,  as  he  stated  to  us,  he  had  been 
informed  that  the  payment  was  charged  by  Leonard  Stout  upon  another  field 
now  belonging  to  Mr.  Willacey,  as  well  as  the  close  called  Stout’s  Thwaite. 
We  apprehend,  however,  that  if  this  were  the  fact,  it  would  not  be  a sufficient 
ground  for  refusing  the  payment  to  the  parish  officers,  although  he  might  be 
entitled  to  recover  a proportion  of  the  sum  from  Mr.  Willacey. 

When  received,  the  amount  of  this  rent-charge  was  distributed  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  on  Saint  Andrew’s  day,  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
the  township  of  Bolton. 

Mayor’s  Charity. 

Mayor’s  Charity.  Robert  Mayor,  by  will,  bearing  date  23d  May  1^705,  after  bequeathing  to  the 
free  school  in  Quarmore,  51.,  and  to  the  school  of  Bolton,  10/.,  to  be  paid  to 
the  feoiiees  thereof  for  a standing  stock,  for  ever,  devised  to  Robert  Lawson, 
Joshua  Lawson,  William  Stout,  and  William  Godsalve,  and  their  heirs,  his 
estate,  lying  at  the  Parkside,  in  Quarmore,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  acres, 
on  trust,  that  they  should  suffer  his  wife  to  enjoy  the  premises  during  her  life, 
yielding  and  paying  out  of  the  said  land  on  every  2d  of  February  after  his 
wife’s  death,  20^.  yearly  for  ever,  to  put  forth  apprentices  poor  boys  which 
should  be  born  within  the  said  township  of  Bolton,  but  no  one  boy  to  have 
above  4/.  out  of  the  said  rent  towards  binding  him  appi’entice  ; and  he  directed, 
that  if  no  poor  boy  should  offer  within  the  first  four  years,  and  so  successively, 
the  rent  arising  yearly  should  be  disposed  of  to  some  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
town  of  Bolton,  which  did  not  receive  of  the  public  tax  for  the  poor,  according 
to  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees,  and  that  the  putting  forth  of  the  appren- 
tices should  also  be  according  to  their  discretion. 

The  annual  sum  of  20^.  is  paid  by  John  Dalton,  esq.  of  Thurnham  Hall, 
the  owner  of  a considerable  estate  near  Quarmore  Park,  to  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Whittington,  who  acts  as  the  trustee  of  this  charity  in  right  of  his  wife,  who 
was  a Miss  Stout. 

Mr.  Barker,  of  Bolton,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  summer  of  1824, 
acted  as  Mr.  Butler’s  agent,  and  received  the  rent-charge,  and  he  applied  it 
in  placing  out  such  poor  boys  of  the  township  of  Bolton  apprentices,  as  had 
been  approved  of  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants.  The  last  apprenticeship 
took  place  in  1824,  when  a premium  of  2/.  was  paid,  being  at  that  time  the 
whole  of  the  money  in  hand. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  NETHER  KELLETT. 


Nether  Kellett. 
Rippon’s  Charities. 


Rippon’s  Charities. 

John  Rippon,  by  will,  bearing  date  5th  May  1713,  gave  to  the  poor  house- 
keepers of  Nether  Kellett,  the  yearly  sum  of  10^.  to  be  distributed  to  such 
of  the  poorest  families  yearly,  within  the  said  township,  as  five  sufficient  men 
inhabitants  of  the  said  township  should  think  fit ; and  he  appointed,  that  his 
godson,  John  Garnet,  and  his  heirs,  should  yearly  pay  the  said  sum  of  105.  out 
of  the  profits  and  yearly  increase  of  his  land,  called  Shaw  Lane’s  Head,  con- 
taining, by  estimation,  seven  roods,  the  same  to  be  divided  yearly  to  the  said 
® poor 
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poor  families  in  or  near  his  dwelling-house,  on  the  feast  day  of  Saint  John  Nether  Kellett. 

the  Evangelist ; and  he  gave  to  the  free  school  of  Bolton,  the  yearly  sum  of 

5s.  to  be  payable  out  of  his  said  land  to  the  master  of  the  said  school  on  the  continued. 

same  day.  , '• 

Thomas  Butler  Cole,  esq.  of  Kirkland  Hall,  near  Garstang,  is  the  proprietor 

of  the  field  called  Shaw  Lane’s  Head,  which-  forms  part  of  a farm  called  the 
Dale  Barn  Farm. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  neither  of  these  annuities  had  been  paid  since 
Saint  John’s  day,  1819.  We  have  applied  to  the  agent  of  Mr.  Cole  on  the 
subject,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  any  satisfactory  answer. 

The  annuity  of  105.  to  the  poor  when  paid,  was  received  by  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  and  distributed  on  or  about  Saint  John  s day. 

Lodge’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that Lodge,  by  Lodge’s  Charity. 

will,  the  date  of  which  is  not  mentioned,  gave  20/.  for  clothing  to  the  poor  of 

Nether  Kellett,  which,  with  the  sum  of  4/.  given  by  Greenbank,  and  SI. 

by  the  town,  was  laid  out  in  land,  producing  at  that  time  S 1.  per  annum. 

The  land  supposed  to  have  been  purchased,  as  above  mentioned,  is  a field 
called  Nether  Kellett  Poor  Field,  containing  about  two  acres  of  land,  customary 
measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  conveyed 
to  four  trustees,  of  whom  Edward  Lodge  was  the  survivor,  and  to  be  now 
vested  in  his  son  and  heir,  Joshua  Lodge,  who  proposes  to  convey  the  pre- 
mises to  new  trustees,  as  soon  as  the  proper  instruments  are  prepared. 

The  field  is  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Wilson,  under  a parol  agreement 
for  a term  of  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1821,  at  G/.  a year,  which  is  con- 
sidered the  fair  annual  value. 

The  rent  is  received  by  Mr.  William  Robinson,  of  Lancaster,  as  agent  for 
Mr.  Lodge,  and  he  lays  out  the  amount  of  two  years  rent  every  second  year  in 
the  purchase  of  clothing,  which  is  distributed  at  Michaelmas  in  such  years, 
amongst  poor  people  of  the  township  of  Nether  Kellett,  who  are  selected  as 
the  most  deserving  at  a meeting  of  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  township,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Lodge. 

Greenbank’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  which  we  have  been  able  to  collect  relating  to  a payment  to  Greenbank’s 

the  poor  of  this  township,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  William  Charity. 
Greenbank,  will  be  found  in  our  account  of  the  charities  in  the  parish  of  Halton 
with  Aughton. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  OVER  KELLETT. 

School. 

A monument  in  the  chapel  of  Over  Kellett,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Over  Kellett. 

Thomas  Wilson,  who  died  in  I702,  records,  that  he  gave  in  his  life-time,  11/.  

a year,  for  the  endowment  of  a school  in  Over  Kellett.  School. 

It  is  reputed  in  the  township,  that  200/.  was  received  in  respect  of  this  gift, 
and  laid  out  with  60/.  advanced  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  purchase  of  land, 
called  Kier  Holme  estate,  situate  in  the  township  of  Priest  Hutton,  in  the 
parish  of  Warton,  but  we  were  not  able  to  find  any  deeds  or  documents  relating 
to  the  purchase. 

The  estate,  consisting  of  a farm-house  and  several  closes,  containing 
61  A.  3r.  27 p.  statute  measure,  was  let  about  six  years  ago  to  Thomas  Clarkson, 
for  a term  of  seven  years,  at  the  rent  of  70/.,  but  it  has  subsequently  been  found 
necessary  to  reduce  it  to  60/.,  which  is  stated  to  be  at  the  present  time  the  fair 
annual  value. 

Of  the  rent,  three  thirteenth  parts  are  carried  to  the  overseers  account,  and 
the  residue,  now  amounting  to  46/.  3s.  l\d.  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster. 

The  master  also  receives  1 /.  a year,  which  is  paid  by  the  incumbent  of  the 
chapelry,  and  is  supposed  to  be  a charge  upon  a field,  called  Thorney,  be- 
longing to  the  benefice. 

- The  school  is  an  ancient  building  erected  on  the  waste  by  the  side  of  the 
road ; it  has  been  always  repaired  by  the  township,  and  has  lately  been 
almost  rebuilt.  For  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants,  it  has  been  determined 

Rep.  15.  I i 2 to 


Over  Kellett, 


School, 
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to  pay  off  the  expenses  thus  incurred,  by  degrees,  out  of  the  portion  of  the 
rent  received  by  the  overseers. 

Trustees  for  this  scliool  have  been  occasionally  appointed  by  the  township, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  deeds  have  been  executed  thereupon.  These 
trustees  have  usually  nominated  the  master,  but  the  estate  is  let  by  the  school- 
master, chapelwardens  and  overseers. 

All  the  children  of  the  township  who  apply  are  admitted,  and  are  taught 
reading  without  any  charge,  but  the  master  receives  quarterage  for  teaching 
writing  and  accounts.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  the  school  contained 
between  60  and  70  children. 


Withers’s  Charity. 

Withers’s  Charitj’.  xhe  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I78C,  state,  that  Thomas  WitherSy  by 
will,  in  1709,  gave  land  producing  4/.  18  5.  6t/.  per  annum,  vested  in  the  over- 
seers of  the  township  and  five  inhabitants  thereof,  for  the  apprenticing  of  poor 
children. 

There  are  three  parcels  of  land,  containing  about  seven  acres,  which  are 
supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  this  gift;  but  we  could  not  discover  any 
deeds  or  other  documents  relating  thereto. 

These  premises  are  in  the  occupation  of  John  Wilson,  as  tenant  under  a parol 
agreement,  for  a term  of  seven  years  from  Candlemas  1820.  They  were  let  by 
auction  for  the  rent  of  12/.  155.,  but  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  reduce 
the  rent  to  9/.  9^.,  which  is  considered  the  fair  annual  value.  The  rent, 
which  is  subject  to  deductions  for  poor’s  rates  and  other  outgoings,  to  the 
amount  of  1/.  5 s.,  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is  carried  to 
his  general  account,  out  of  which  poor  children  of  the  township  are  occasionally 
apprenticed,  with  premiums  usually  amounting  to  2/.  IO5. 

It  seems  desirable  that  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
this  charity  should  be  kept,  distinct  from  the  overseer's  general  account,  and 
w^e  were  assured  that  this  should  in  future  be  attended  to. 


Charities  of 
Blackburn  and 
others. 


Charities  of  Blackburn  and  others. 


In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  John  Blackburn, 
by  will,  the  date  of  which  was  unknown,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  township 
20/.,  then  laid  out  in  land,  vested  in  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers, and  producing  the  annual  sum  of  19^.  Id. ; and  that  a person  unknown 
had  given  to  the  poor  the  sum  of  20/.  then  vested  in  the  overseers,  and 
producing  annually  I65.  8d. 

In  answer  to  a circular  letter  sent  by  us  to  the  minister  of  this  chapelry  in 
1823,  we  received  from  the  Rev.  James  Stainbank,  the  then  curate,  who  is 
since  dead,  the  following  account  respecting  these  charities,  viz.  : that  in  the 
year  1799  the  land  purchased  with  Blackburn’s  charity  was  sold  by  the 
chapelwarden  and  overseers  for  80/.,  which,  with  the  further  sura  of  30/., 
including,  as  he  presumed,  the  sum  of  20/.  mentioned  in  the  returns  to 
Parliament,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  J.  T.  Wilson,  esquire,  attorney,  at  Lan- 
caster, and  that  he  found  no  more  than  551.  45.  thereof  accounted  for,  in  the 
purchase  of  two  cottages  and  a small  parcel  of  land  adjoining  to  the  other  poor 
lands;  that  the  old  people  in  Over  Kellett  were  all  dead,  and  that  the  then 
parish  officers  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Wilson  states,  that  in  1799  he  received  from  three  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township,  who  were  about  that  period  principally  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  township,  the  following  sums,  the  amount 
of  which  is  probably  the  80/.  and  30/.  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Stainbank’s  letter,  viz. : 
in  February  1799,  50/.  IO5.,  and  in  May  following,  29/.  IO5.,  in  June  fol- 
lowing, 301.,  making  altogether  110/.  Against  the  sums  thus  received  he 
takes  credit  to  himself  for  the  sum  of  55/.  45.,  laid  out  in  manner  fol- 
lowing : — 

£.  s.  d. 


1802.  Paid  to  James  Hodgson,  the  purchase  money  for  a cottage,  8cc. 
1804.  Paid  the  Rev.  J.  Stainbank,  for  the  purchase  of  Ridding’s  Parrock 
One  year’s  inteiest  thereon 


£. 
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He  also  takes  credit  to  himself  for  36/.  15.?.  paid  to  different  persons,  by 
order  of  the  township,  and  he  has  brought  in  a bill  of  43/.  6.?.  4</.,  in 
which  51.  10s.  is  charged  for  the  conv^eyance  of  the  premises  above-mentioned, 
and  the  remainder  for  business  done  for  the  trustees  of  the  school,  and  other 
business  done  for  the  township,  unconnected  with  any  of  the  charities,  making 
upon  the  whole  a balance  of  25/.  5 s.  4fd.  due  to  him  from  the  township.  We 
could  not  discover  where  the  deeds  of  conveyance,  for  which  Mr.  Wilson 
charged,  were  deposited.  Mr.  Wilson  states,  that  he  always  supposed  that  the 
money  paid  into  his  hands  belonged  to  the  township  ; that  he  had  a small 
estate  at  Over  Kellett,  and  frequently  went  there ; but  that  until  he  was  ap- 
prized by  us  of  the  purport  of  Mr.  Stainbank’s  letter,  he  had  never  heard  that 
any  land  purchased  with  Blackburn’s  charity  money  had  been  sold  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseer.  That  he  understood  that  Blackburn’s  charity  was  for 
putting  out  poor  children  of  the  township  apprentices,  and  that  a field,  called 
the  Poor’s  Biddings,  had  been  given  by  Blackburn. 

The  premises  which  were  purchased  in  1802  consisted  of  a cottage,  barn 
and  small  garden.  The  barn  has  since  been  converted  by  the  township  into 
another  cottage  ; and  these  are  now  occupied,  rent-free,  by  paupers  placed 
there  by  the  overseers.  The  land,  called  the  Biddings  Parrock,  purchased  in 
1803,  adjoins  the  above-mentioned  })iece  of  land,  called  the  Poor’s  Biddings, 
and  the  fence  by  which  they  were  divided  has  been  grubbed  up,  so  that  they 
now  form  one  close.  The  whole  is  let  to  John  Wilson,  as  yearly  tenant,  for 
8/.  105.  per  annum,  which  appears  to  be  a fair  rent.  The  amount  is  paid 
to  the  overseer,  and  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the  township. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how  the  township  became  possessed  of 
the  land  called  the  Poor’s  Biddings,  or  whether,  according  to  Mr.  Wilson’s 
supposition,  it  was  connected  with  Blackburn’s  charity  ; it  is  stated,  however, 
that  the  rents  thereof  have  been  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  at  the 
present  time,  as  long  as  can  be  remembered. 

With  respect  to  the  premises  purchased  in  1802  and  1803,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted,  that  they  were  bought  with  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  land,  the 
produce  of  which  was  applicable  to  charitable  uses,  though  it  may  be  question- 
able, whether  there  is  sufficient  legal  evidence  to  support  a claim  to  the  rents 
of  them  on  behalf  of  the  poor.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  returns  of  1786, 
that  there  were  some  charities  to  the  benefit  of  which  the  poor  were  entitled  ; 
and  it  further  appears,  that  the  inhabitants  have  now  some  property  which  cannot 
be  accounted  for,  unless  it  be  supposed  to  have  been  given  or  purchased  for 
charitable  uses ; and  that  they  have  other  property,  which,  if  Mr.  Stainbank’s 
account  is  correct,  was  bought  with  the  produce  of  land  which  had  been  pur- 
chased for  charitable  purposes,  and  sold  by  the  officers  of  the  township ; and 
we  therefore  think,  that  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  inhabitants  would 
do  well  to  dispose  of  the  annual  value  of  the  premises  above-mentioned  in 
charity  to  the  poor. 

When  the  commons  in  Over  Kellett  were  inclosed,  about  27  years  ago,  an 
allotment  was  set  out  by  the  commissioners,  and  awarded  to  the  churchwarden 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  township,  in  respect  of  the  said  close,  called 
the  Poor’s  Biddings.  This  allotment  contains  about  two  acres  of  land,  but, 
lying  on  a very  barren  part  of  the  common  ; it  has  never  been  inclosed.  It 
was  trenched  by  poor  men  belonging  to  the  township  a few  years  ago,  but  no 
other  improvements  have  been  done  to  it,  and  it  is  unlet  and  brings  in 
no  revenue. 


Charities  of 
Blackburn  and 
others, 
continued. 
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PARISH  OF  CLAUGHTON. 

Donor  unknown. 

In  consequence  of  the  recent  death  of  a solicitor,  who  is  supposed  to  have  Claughton. 
had  in  his  custody  a deed  relative  to  a charity  in  this  parish,  we  were  com-  Donor”unknown 
pelled  to  defer  our  inquiry  into  it  until  a future  occasion. 
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PARISH  OF  COCKERHAM. 

School. 

The  earliest  document  we  have  met  with  relating  to  this  school,  is  an  instru- 
ment under  the  episcopal  seal  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  bearing  date  9th 
August  1679,  whereby,  reciting,  that  he  had  been  informed,  by  a petition 
exhibited  to  him  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Cockerham,  that  for 
some  years  then  last,  for  want  of  a settled  school-house,  they  had  been  con- 
strained to  remove  their  school,  yearly  or  oftener,  to  such  houses  as  they  could 
procure  for  that  purpose,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  master  and  trouble 
of  the  scholars  there,  and  that  for  the  avoiding  of  those  inconveniences  for 
the  future,  the  said  parishioners  had  unanimously  agreed  to  contribute  towards 
the  erecting  of  a public  school-house  within  the  said  parish  j and  further 
reciting,  that,  upon  consideration  of  a place  fit  for  that  purpose,  they  had  fixed 
on  the  north-east  corner  of  the  church-yard  (having  no  other  place  so  conve- 
nierit),  to  which  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish  had  not  only  readily  consented, 
but  (knowing  it  to  be  enough  distant  from  the  usual  burying  places)  had  also 
requested  an  order  from  the  said  bishop  for  the  furtherance  of  so  necessary 
a work,  John,  Bishop  of  Chester,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  the 
advantage  that  might  accrue  thereby  to  the  parish  in  the  education  of  their 
children,  gave  licence  for  the  erecting  of  a public  school-house  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  church-yard  of  Cockerham,  according  to  the  request  of  the 
vicar  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish. 

There  is  a school-house  situate  as  above  described,  which  bears  the  date  of 
I68I  ; it  is  said  to  have  been  occasionally  repaired  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  Cockerham,  but  some  repairs  are  now  required. 

In  an  entry  in  a churchwarden’s  book,  dated  27th  August  1725,  it  is  stated, 
that,  at  a vestry  then  held  in  Cockerham  church,  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that 
the  several  sums,  left  by  different  persons  for  the  use  of  the  grammar  school  of 
Cockerham,  which  were  lodged  in  many  hands  and  without  any  security,  should 
be  called  in  to  be  paid  before  New  Year’s-day  then  next,  into  the  hands  of  two 
persons  therein  mentioned,  to  be  lent  out  upon  security  by  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  master. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  12th  and  13th  February 
1753,  between  Edward  Reeder,  and  Ruth,  his  wife,  of  the  first  part ; Ann 
Cole,  of  the  second  part ; Alexander  Whitehead,  of  Forton,  and  William 
Jackson,  of  Cockerham,  of  the  third  part ; and  Thomas  Shepherd,  of  the 
fourth  part ; reciting  two  several  indentures,,  whereby  a barn  with  the  appur- 
tenances, at  the  Hill-house,  in  Cockerham,  •wdth  a garden  and  a close,  com- 
monly called  Barn  Field,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  acres  and  a half, 
had  been  mortgaged  by  the  said  Edward  Reeder  to  the  said  Ann  Cole  ; and 
reciting,  that  the  said  Alexander  Whitehead  and  William  Jackson  had  con- 
tracted for  the  purchase  of  the  said  premises,  for  the  sum  of  81/.  25.  6c?.,  the 
said  Ann  Cole,  in  consideration  of  28/.  155.,  assigned  the  mortgage  terms  to 
the  said  Thomas  Shepherd,  in  trust,  to  attend  the  inheritance ; and  the  said 
Edward  and  Ruth  Reeder,  in  consideration  of  52/.  7'^*  6 c/.  conveyed  the  fee 
in  the  said  premises  to  the  said  Alexander  Whitehead  and  William  Jackson, 
and  their  heirs. 

In  these  indentures  there  is  no  declaration  of  trust,  nor  any  notice  of  the 
source  from  whence  the  consideration  money  was  derived  ; it  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  the  money  alluded  to  in  the  entry  in  the  churchwarden’s  book,  or 
part  thereof,  was  laid  out  in  this  purchase,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  27th  and  28th  February 
1793,  Richard  Whitehead,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Alexander  Whitehead, 
who  survived  the  said  William  Jackson,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  use 
of  himself,  the  said  Richard  AVhitehead,  Robert  Dent,  Robert  Addison,  Henry 
Atkinson,  Thomas  Green,  John  Gardner  and  David  Hawthornthwaite,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  but  without  any  declaration  of  trust. 

The  premises  mentioned  in  the  preceding  indentures  are  now  vested  by 
survivorship  in  David  Hawthornthwaite,  esquire.  They  consist  of  a close  of 
land  in  Cockerham,  called  the  School  Field,  containing  about  four  acres  and 
a half,  statute  measure.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  the  close  was  in  the  occu- 
pation of  James  Clarke,  esquire,  by  whom  it  was  let  by  public  tender  for 
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a term'  of  three  years  from  Candlemas  1823,  at  10/.  6.?.  per  annum.  The 
land  had  previously  been  let  at  17 1.  and  it  has  been  re-let  lately  from  Candlemas 
1826,  at  15/. 

For  some  years  previous  to  1816,  the  then  schoolmaster  received  the  rents 
of  this  land  himself ; in  that  year  he  gave  up  the  office,  and  the  rents  whicli 
have  accrued  subsequently  have  been  received  ‘by  Mr.  Havvthornthvvaite,  and 
have  been  retained  by  him  in  consequence  of  a dispute  as  to  the  appointment 
of  the  master. 

When  the  school  became  vacant,  in  1816,  a meeting  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Hawthornthwaite  and  the  then  viear  and  the  churehwardens,  for  the  exa- 
mination of  candidates  for  the  office,  of  which  meeting  notice  was  given  to 
Robert  Addison,  esquire,  who  was  then  the  only  other  survivor  of  the  parties 
to  the  indenture  of  1793,  and  public  notice  was  given  by  advertisement.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  Mr.  Hawthornthwaite,  the  vicar  and  two  of  the  four 
churchwardens  ; the  candidates  were  examined,  and  Robert  Stuart  w’as  elected, 
and  he  was  afterwards  licensed  by  the  bishop.  Previously,  however,  to  this 
election,  Peter  Nickson  had  obtained  possession  of  the  school,  and  refused  to 
surrender  it ; he  states,  that  he  had  obtained  the  consent  of  the  lords  of  the 
manor  of  Cockerham  to  his  taking  the  office  of  schoolmaster,  and  that  he 
continued  in  possession  of  the  school  in  the  churchyard,  without  any  further 
appointment  until  October  1822,  when  he  was  appointed  schoolmaster  at  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Cockerham,  which  appointment 
was  signed  by  one  of  the  churchwardens  for  the  township  of  Cockerham,  two 
overseers  and  23  other  inhabitants  of  the  township. 

From  1816,  up  to  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  in  August  1825,  Peter  Nickson 
had  continued  to  teach  school  in  the  building  in  the  church-yard,  without 
receiving  any  emoluments  from  the  office,  except  the  quarterly  payments 
made  by  the  scholars.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  he  had  not  more  than  18 
children  in  the  school. 

The  rents  of  the  School  field  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hawthorn- 
thwaite, and  in  1821  he  placed  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Worswick  and  Co.,  of 
Lancaster,  the  sum  of  114/.  18.9.  6d.,  being  the  amount  of  the  rents,  together 
with  the  sum  of  14/.,  which  he  had  received  from  the  representative  of  John 
Gardner,  one  of  the  parties  to  the  indenture  of  1793.  The  bank  above- 
; mentioned  failed  in  the  following  year,  and  a dividend  of  5s.  only  in  the  pound 
had  been  paid  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry.  In  November  1823,  Mr.  Haw- 
thornthwaite deposited  the  sum  which  he  received  in  respect  of  this  dividend 
in  the  savings  bank  at  Preston,  and  he  has  from  time  to  time  added  thereto 
the  amount  of  the  rent  paid  to  him  for  the  School  field.  These  deposits,  with 
the  interest  accruing  thereon,  amounted,  in  August  1825,  to  85/.  os.  Sd.; 

* a further  dividend  of  25.  6d.  in  the  pound  was  then  expected  from  the  assignees 
of  Worswick  and  Co. ; this  sum  is  subject  to  a deduction  for  some  expenses 
incurred  by  Mr.  Hawthornthwaite,  relative  to  the  examination  of  the  candidates 
in  1821,  and  in  procuring  a licence  for  Stuart  from  the  bishop,  vvhich  he  states 
amount  to  about  51. 

It  iloes  not  appear  to  us,  that  either  Stuart  or  Nickson  were  legally  appointed 
to  the  office  of  schoolmaster,  as  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  right  of 
appointment  was  vested  in  the  parties  to  the  indenture  of  1793,  or  in  the 
' vicar  and  churchwardens,  or  that  it  was  vested  in  the  churchwardens  and 
inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Cockerham.  With  respect  to  the  qualifications 
of  the  two  claimants,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  neither  of  them  was  w^ell 
qualified  for  such  a situation  ; and  with  respect  to  Nickson,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  many  of  the  parishioners  have  of  late  years,  instead  of  sending  their 
children  to  this  school,  preferred  sending  them  to  other  schools  situate  at  a 
considerable  distance,  which  has  been  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and 
expense. 

Taking  all  the  circumstances  above-mentioned  into  consideration,  we  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Hawthornthwaite  and  some  of  the  principal  parishioners,  the 
following  plan  for  improving  the  state  of  the  school.  That  each  of  the  two 
persons  claiming  the  office  of  master  should  resign  all  such  claim  and  all 
demands  in  respect  of  that  situation,  and  that  in  consideration  thereof,  the 
surplus  which  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hawthornthwaite,  after  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  above-mentioned,  should  be  divided  between  them. 
That  the  land-owners  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  should  meet  and  appoint 
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Cockerham. 


School, 

continued. 


Cockerliam. 


School, 
continued. 



Ellel. 


School. 
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new  trustees,  and  determine  in  wliom  the  appointment  of  the  master  should 
be  vested  in  future  ; and  that  if  necessary,  in  order  to  have  their  resolutions 
carried  into  effect,  an  application  should  be  made  for  the  purpose  to  the  court 
of  Chancery  for  the  county  palatine. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that  the  Rev.  Thomas  Armisted,  vicar 
of  Cockerham,  and  James  Clarke,  esquire,  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  the  parish, 
have  used  great  exertions,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  parishioners,  to 
carry  this  recommendation  into  effect ; and  we  are  informed,  that  at  a public 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  state  of  the  school  into  considera- 
tion, the  two  contending  parties,  Stuart  and  Nickson,  consented  to  retire, 
and  the  latter  gave  up  possession  of  the  school,  and  each  of  them  received  25/. 
New  trustees  and  a new  master  were  also  appointed,  and  the  School  field  let 
for  15/.  a year.  The  building  of  a new  school-house  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  parish,  in  a more  central  situation,  being  in  contemplation,  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  several  matters  which  fell  under  discussion  is  for  the  present 
deferred. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  ELLEL. 


School. 


The  gift  of  Mrs.  Jepson  to  Ellel  school,  (see  township  of  Skerton, 
in  the  parish  of  Lancaster)  ------- 

Ellel  contribution  ------- 

Given  by  Betty  Hodgson  ------- 

Given  by  Mr.  Milner,  clerk  ------- 


£. 


f.  s.  d. 

20  - - 

12  13 

5 - - 

1 7 - 


39  - - 


By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  13th  February  1753,  between  Ann 
Cole,  widows,  of  the  first  part ; Edward  Reeder,  of  Ellel,  of  the  second  part ; 
and  Joseph  Parkinson,  of  Ellel,  of  the  third  part;  reciting  two  indentures  of  I 
mortgage,  whereby  Edward  Reeder  had  demised  certain  lands  for  the  terms 
therein  mentioned,  to  the  said  Ann  Cole,  part  of  which  lands  had  theretofore  j 
been  sold  by  the  said  Edward  Reeder,  to  the  governors  of  Queen  Anne’s 
bounty,  for  the  augmentation  of  the  curacy  of  the  chapel  of  Ellel ; the  said 
Edward  Reeder  and  Ann  Cole,  in  consideration  of  39/.  paid  to  the  said  Ann, 
Cole,  conveyed  to  the  said  Joseph  Parkinson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,*  the  other 
part  of  the  said  mortgaged  premises;  viz.  a close  in  Ellel,  called  the  Kiln  Croft, 
then  lately  divided  from  a field,  called  the  Kiln  Field,  and  situate  on  the  east 
side  of  the  said  field,  containing,  by  estimation,  five  roods. 

From  an  entry  in  a book  of  memoranda,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  Rev. 
John  Brathwaite,  who  was  incumbent  of  the  chapelry  of  Ellel  at  the  time  of' 
this  purchase,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  39/.,  laid  out  as  above  mentioned, 
consisted  of— 


In  an  account  entered  in  the  same  book,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  said  John 
Brathwaite,  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  purchase,  there  is  mentioned' 
a charge  for  a deed  of  trust,  as  well  as  for  the  deed  of  conveyance  to  Joseph’ 
Parkinson  ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  such  deed  of  trust  now  in] 
existence,  or  that  any  conveyance  subsequent  to  the  deed  of  feoffment  above 
abstracted  was  ever  executed,  or  that  any  new  trustees  were  ever  appointed' 
until  lately,  under  the  directions  of  the  high  court  of  Chancery,  as  will  be  more  l 
particularly  stated  hereafter. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  the  school,  consists  of — 

1st. — The  close,  formerly  called  the  Kiln  Croft,  and  now  known  by  the  name 
of  the  School  field,  containing  five  roods,  customary  measure  of  seven  yards 
to  the  perch. 

The  tithes  of  corn  and  grain  arising  on  the  School  field,  were  purchased  for 
the  benefit  of  the  school,  as  appears  by  an  agreement,  bearing  date  15th  Nov. 
1813,  and  signed  by  Elizabeth  Thomas  and  John  Welsh,  whereby  reciting,  that 
the  said  tithes  had  been  purchased  of  John  Welsli,  senior,  for  the  sum  of  5 /.  5s. 
paid  out  of  the  rents  belonging  to  the  school ; the  said  Elizabeth,  Thomas, 
and  John  Welsh,  beiinx  the  widow  and  sons  of  the  said  John  Welsh,  senior,, 
covenanted  to  execute  any  deed  of  conveyance  when  required,  at  the  expense 
of  the  trustees. 


i 


2dly.--A  cottage  and  garden  now  divided  by  a fence  from  the  School  field, 
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but  which  Appears  by  the  verdict  of  a jury,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  formerly  to 
have  been  part  thereof. 

3dly. — An  allotment  upon  Ellel  Moor,  containing  about  2 a.  2r.  statute 
measure,  which  was  set  out  to  the  school  upon  an  inclosure,  about  sixty  years 
ago. 

The  tithes  of  corn  and  grain  arising  on  this  allotment,  were  given  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school,  by  Geoffrey  and  Edward  Hornby,  w'ho,  by  a letter,  dated 
20th  November  1809,  and  directed  to  “ the  trustees  of  the  school,”  declared 
that  they  had  agreed  to  make  them  a present  (with  a view  of  benefiting  the 
school)  of  all  the  tithes  of  corn  and  grain  arising  on  the  school  allotment,  and 
engaged  to  convey  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  trustees,  if  required. 

4thly. — A school-room,  built  by  subscription,  in  the  years  1793  and  1794, 
with  about  nine  perches  of  waste  land,  customary  measure,  adjoining  thereto. 

Before  we  proceed  to  state  how  the  above  mentioned  premises  are  let,  we 
will  give,  as  shortly  as  we  can,  an  account  of  the  proceedings  to  which  we  have 
already  alluded  as  having  taken  place  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery. 

In  Hilary  term  1810,  an  information  w^as  filed  by  the  Attorney  General,  at  the 
relation  of  Richard  Wakefield,  Thomas  Lamb,  Henry  Smith,  Rev.  Richard 
Tunstall,  and  William  Preston,  the  then  schoolmaster,  against  Elizabeth  Brath- 
waite  Threlfall,  Joseph  Parkinson,  (the  representative  of  Joseph  Parkinson, 
mentioned  in  the  deed  of  feoffment  of  1753)  ; and  John  Briggs,  who  succeeded 
William  Preston,  as  schoolmaster,  was  afterwards  added  as  a co-defendant. 

The  information  charged  Miss  Threlfall  with  having  secreted  a deed  of  trust 
alleged  to  have  been  executed  by  Joseph  Parkinson,  and  all  the  other  deeds 
and  writings  relating  to  the  school,  and  with  having  unlawfully  obtained  pos- 
session of  a cottage  and  garden  stated  to  be  part  of  the  School  field,  and  it  w^as 
prayed  that  she  might  be  decreed  to  give  up  the  possession  of  the  said  pre- 
mises, and  account  for  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  to  deliver  up  the  pos- 
session of  the  school  deeds ; and  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Master  to 
appoint  new  trustees,  and  to  give  directions  for  the  future  regulation  of  the 
charity. 

Miss  Threlfall,  by  her  answer,  denied  having  the  possession  of  any  deeds 
relating  to  the  school,  and  also  denied  that  the  said  cottage  and  garden  belonged 
to  the  school,  and  claimed  them  as  her  own  property,  she  having  purchased  them 
for  a fair  price. 

On  the  10th  December  1813,  the  cause  came  on  to  a hearing,  when  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  directed  an  issue,  to  try  whether  the  said  cottage,  and  the 
' garden  thereto  belonging,  were  part  of  the  Kiln  Croft. 

A cross  bill  was  afterwards  filed  by  Miss  Threlfall,  against  the  relators  above 
mentioned,  for  a discovery  as  to  the  deeds  relating  to  the  school ; and  the 
defendant,  Richard  Wakefield,  by  his  answer,  filed  6th  August  1814,  admitted 
that  he  had  in  his  possession  or  power,  the  deed  of  conveyance,  dated  13th 
. February  1753,  the  prayer  of  the  information  having  (by  mistake,  as  it  was  after- 
wards alleged)  called  upon  Miss  Threlfall  to  deliver  up  the  deed  of  conveyance, 
as  well  as  other  deeds  belonging  to  the  school. 

At  the  summer  assizes  1815,  on  the  trial  of  the  issue,  a verdict  was  found  for 
the  defendant.  Miss  Threlfall,  but  a new  trial  was  afterwards  granted,  the 
relators  paying  the  costs  of  the  first  trial.  Upon  the  second  trial,  at  the  spring 
assizes  1817,  R verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiffs.  The  defendant  afterwards 
mov^ed  for  a third  trial  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  but  the  motion  was  dis- 
missed, and  a petition  was  presented  for  a rehearing  of  that  motion,  which  was 
dismissed,  and  the  defendant  subsequently  presented  a petition  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal,  for  a new  trial,  which  was  also  dismissed. 

On  the  8th  February  1819,  the  cause  came  on  for  further  directions,  when 
it  was  ordered,  that  possession  of  the  cottage  and  garden  above  mentioned, 
should  be  given  up  to  the  relators.  That  the  information,  so  far  as  it  prayed 
the  delivery  up  of  deeds,  should  be  dismissed  with  costs,  to  be  set  off  against 
the  costs  to  which  the  relators  would  be  entitled  by  this  order.  And  it  was 
further  ordered,  that  the  Master  should  appoint  a sufficient  number  of  trustees, 
and  that  Joseph  Parkinson  should  convey  the  school  premises  to  them,  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  said  Master  j and  that  the  Master  should  tax  the  relators 
costs,  including  the  costs  of  the  issue,  (except  the  costs  of  the  first  trial,  and 
except  the  costs  of  such  part  of  the  proceedings  as  related  to  the  appointment 
of  new  trustees,  and  so  much  of  the  information  as  had  been  dismissed.)  The 
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costs  of  Joseph  Parkinson  and  John  Briggs,  to  be  paid  by  the  relators ; and  the 
defendant,  Miss  Threltall,  to  pay  costs  to  the  relators,  except  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  repay  the  costs  paid  by  the  relators  to  Parkinson  and  Briggs,  except  so  much 
of  the  costs  of  Parkinson,  as  related  to  the  delivery  of  deeds  and  change  of 
trustees ; such  part  of  the  costs  of  Parkinson,  and  the  costs  relating  to  the 
change  of  trustees,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  charity  estate.  This  order  was  after 
wards  confirmed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  appeal. 

The  Master  by  his  report,  made  28th  August  1824,  stated,  that  he  had 
appointed  seven  persons  to  be  trustees  for  the  school,  and  had  approved  of  a 
conveyance  to  them  of  the  property  belonging  thereto  ; and  he  further  stated, 
that  he  had  taxed  the  costs  of  the  several  relators  and  the  defendant,  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  court.  The  relators  however  engaged  to  pay  such  costs 
as  were  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  charity  estate,  so  that  no  bill  for  such 
costs  was  brought  before  the  Master  for  his  taxation. 

The  conveyance  to  new  trustees  is  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing 
date  day  of  between  Joseph  Parkinson,  (described  as  the 

heir  of  Joseph  Parkinson,  mentioned  in  the  feoffment  of  1753),  of  the  one  part; 
and  William  Hynd,  of  Ellel,  esquire,  the  Rev.  Richard  Tunstall,  of  Ellel,  clerk, 
Richard  Wakefield,  of  Ellel,  gentleman,  Henry  Smith,  William  Lamb,  John 
Tunstall,  and  William  Smith,  all  of  Ellel,  esquires,  of  the  other  part ; by  the 
release,  reciting,  that  there  had  been  for  many  years  past  in  the  township  of 
Ellel,  a school  for  the  instruction  of  children,  in  reading  English,  and  for  other 
useful  purposes ; and  that  in  or  about  the  year  1752,  various  inhabitants  of  the 
said  township  raised  a sum  of  money  by  subscription,  with  which  they  purchased 
a close  or  field,  called  the  Kiln  croft,  otherwise  the  School  field,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  master  of  the  said  school  ; and  that  upon  such  purchase,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  said  close  or  field  should  be  conveyed  to  the  said  Joseph  Par- 
kinson, deceased,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school;  and  reciting  the 
above  abstracted  indenture  of  the  13th  February  17>53,  and  that  such  convey- 
ance was  made  in  trust  for  the  trustees  of  the  said  school,  and  the  master  thereof ; 
and  that  the  said  Joseph  Parkinson,  deceased,  accordingly  executed  a decla- 
ration of  trust,  whereby  he  declared,  that  he  held  the  same,  in  trust,  for  the 
trustees  of  the  said  school,  and  the  master  thereof,  but  that  such  declaration 
of  trust  had  since  been  lost ; and  reciting  the  death  of  the  said  Joseph  Par- 
kinson, and  that  the  said  Joseph  Parkinson,  party  thereto,  was  his  heir-at-law  ; 
and  further  reciting,  that  under  an  Inclosure  Act,  passed  in  the  29th  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  the  commissioners  allotted  to  John 
Braithwaite,  for  and  in  respect  of  a close  belonging  to  Ellel  school,  a parcel  of 
the  comm.on  or  waste  ground  in  Ellel,  containing  2a.  2k.  or  thereabouts;  and 
further  reciting,  that  the  estates  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  charity  consisted  of 
a building  in  Ellel,  used  as  a schoolhouse,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Ellel 
School,  together  with  a small  piece  of  garden  grouml,  situate  at  the  north-east 
end  of  the  said  school,  and  one  other  small  piece  of  garden  ground,  situate  at 
the  south-west  end  of  the  same  school,  also  the  close  called  the  Kiln  croft,  other- 
wise the  School  field,  a cottage  and  garden  formerly  a part  of  the  Kiln  croft, 
and  the  aforesaid  allotment ; and  further  reciting  the  decretal  order  made  on 
the  8th  February  1819,  and  that  the  Master  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  order, 
approved  of  the  said  William  Hynd,  Richard  Tunstall,  Richard  Wakefield, 
Henry  Smith,  William  Lamb,  John  Tunstall,  and  William  Smith,  as  proper  per- 
sons to  be  trustees  of  the  said  charity ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Joseph 
Parkinson  conveyed  the.  premises  above  mentioned  to  the  said  William  Hinde 
and  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  charity. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  property. 

The  School  field  w^as,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Thomas  Winder,  to  whom  it  had  been  let  by  the  schoolmaster  in  the 
beginning  of  that  year,  for  one  year  only,  at  the  rent  of  31.  15  .s.;  for  the  two 
preceding  years,  the  master  had  occupied  the  land  himself,  and  for  several  years 
previously,  it  had  been  held  at  the  rent  of  7 I-  17<y-  ^d.  by  Richard  Wakefield, 
who  had  acted  in  the  management  of  the  charity  previously  to  the  filing  of  the 
information,  and  who  gave  it  up  to  the  schoolmaster,  in  order  that  the  holding 
this  land  might  not  be  an  objection  to  his  being  appointed  a trustee.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  rent  of  7^*  17  ^d.  was  the  full  value  of  the  premises. 

The  field  is  now  in  a bad  state  of  cultivation,  and  as  it  is  stated,  not  worth  more 
than  31.  15^.  per  annum  ; this  is  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  in  a great  degree. 
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if  not  wholly  to  the  management  of  the  land  during  the  last  three  years.  It  has 
been  contended,  however,  that  the  land  was  much  impoverished  by  Mr.  Wake- 
field, and  that,  though  it  has  since  become  worse,  it  was  in  a bad  state  when  he 
gave  it  up  to  the  schoolmaster. 

As  the  avowed  object  of  this  and  other  charges,  was  to  show  that  some  of 
the  trustees  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  particularly  Mr.  Wake- 
field, were  not  persons  likely  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  and  were  there- 
fore improper  persons  to  have  been  appointed,  we  conceive  that  it  would  be 
inconsistent  with  our  duty,  to  state  the  evidence  laid  before  us,  in  support  of 
such  charges,  further  than  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  accurate 
account  of  the  present  state  of  the  charity. 

The  cottage  and  garden  which  were  the  subject  of  the  trial  at  law,  have  been 
for  several  years,  and  still  remain  unoccupied ; the  buildings  are  in  a bad  state 
of  repair,  but  about  eighteen  months  ago,  the  cottage  was  new  thatched  by 
Mr.  Wakefield  at  his  own  expense.  It  is  stated,  that  it  would  require  81.  or 
10/.  to  put  the  premises  in  tenantable  condition,  and  that  even  then,  a very 
small  rent  could  be  obtained  for  them. 

It  seems  incumbent  on  the  trustees,  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  letting 
of  this  property,  so  as  to  secure  to  the  charity  the  full  benefit  which  may  be 
derived  therefrom;  but  considering  the  present  state  of  the  School  field,  and  of 
the  cottage,  adjoining  thereto,  it  must  be  a considerable  time  before  these  pre- 
mises can  be  rendered  fully  productive. 

The  allotment  on  Ellel  moor,  is  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Penn  ngton, 
to  whom  it  was  let  by  the  schoolmaster,  for  a term  of  three  years  from  Can- 
dlemas 1823,  at  the  rent  of  1 /.  125.  6c?.;  it  had  been  previously  let  at  2/.  2 5., 
but  the  present  is  stated  to  be  a fair  rent. 

The  small  piece  of  land  adjoining  to  the  school,  described  in  the  trust  deed 
as  two  plots  of  garden,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  master,  but  is  of  little  value. 

The  school  was  put  into  repair  about  nine  years  ago,  during  a period  of  one 
year  and  three  quarters,  when  there  was  no  schoolmaster.  Mr.  Wakefield 
then  received  the  rent  of  the  allotment,  and  charged  himself  with  the  sum  of 
17/-  9 for  the  amount  thereof,  and  for  the  rent  of  the  School  field,  which 

he  then  occupied;  and  he  states,  that  he  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  school, 
and  in  paying  for  books,  which  had  been  provided  for  the  scholars,  32/.  IS5.  lUc?., 
leaving  a balance  of  15/.  45.  8 id.  due  to  himself;  he  disclaimed,  however,  any 
intention  of  demanding  any  thing  on  this  account. 

The  schoolmaster  appears  to  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time,  by  per- 
sons, who  have,  though  without  any  regular  authority,  acted  as  trustees. 

The  present  m.aster  was  appointed  to  the  office  in  May  1820,  during  the 
time  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  were  pending,  by  the  land-owners  in  the  town- 
ship, who  were  then  assembled  for  some  other  purposes  unconnected  with  the 
charity.  He  receives  the  whole  income  derived  from  the  sources  above  men- 
tioned, and  he  also  receives  from  the  children  who  attend  the  school,  4 5.  a 
quarter,  if  they  learn  reading  only  ; if  reading  and  writing,  65. ; and  if  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  10 5.  a quarter;  for  teaching  the  higher  branches  of 
arithmetic  and  book-keeping,  or  Latin,  he  makes  a further  charge.  The  mas- 
ter stated,  that  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  (August  1825,)  he  had  then  attend- 
ing the  school,  35  boys  and  2 girls,  and  that  the  average  number  was  above 
40.  The  income  derived  from  the  rents  of  the  land  is  so  small,  that  no  master 
could  obtain  a livelihood  by  keeping  the  school,  if  he  were  bound  to  teach  the 
children  of  the  township  free.  It  might,  however,  be  expedient  to  appoint  a 
certain  number  of  the  poorest  children,  whose  friends  cannot  afford  to  pay  any 
thing,  to  have  the  benefit  of  free  instruction,  especially  when  the  rents  shall  be 
capable  of  increase  ; but  this,  as  well  as  other  matters,  which  w'e  have  already 
noticed,  seem  to  be  fit  subjects  for  the  consideration  of  the  trustees  ; and,  as  the 
relators  have  already  relieved  the  charity  from  the  payment  of  the  costs,  to 
which  under  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  it  would  have  been  subject, 
we  trust  that  they  will  now  adopt  such  regulations  as  may  enable  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township  to  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the  charity. 
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Cawson’s  Charity. 

A rent  charge  of  5 s.  is  mentioned  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  Cawson’s  Charity, 
as  having  been  given  to  the  poor  of  Ellel,  by  the  will  of  Ann  Cawson,  in  1669, 
and  then  vested  in  James  Johnson. 
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Eiiel.  It  appears  by  entries  in  one  of  the  township  hooks,  that  55.  a year  was  paid 

from  1757  to  1798,  from  certain  lands  called  Brandrig,  which  lie  partly  in 

C a wson’s  Chanty,  s^otforth,  and  partly  in  Ellel,  and  which  was  the  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Ford  j 
continue  . appear  to  have  been  paid  since. 

Upon  application  to  Mr.  Hall,  of  Lancaster,  the  agent  for  Abraham  Rawlin- 
son  Ford,  esquire,  on  whose  account  a similar  sum  is  paid  to  the  township  of 
Scotforth,  he  has  engaged  to  inspect  the  title  deeds,  and  he  states,  that  if  it  should 
appear  that  there  is  such  a charge  upon  the  lands,  the  payment  will  undoubtedly 
be  resumed. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  FORTON. 

Hynd’s  Charity. 

Forton.  William  Ilynd,  by  will,  dated  25th  July  I698,  devised  to  his  brother  Roger 

. Hynd,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a messuage  and  tenement,  [with  the  appurte- 
Hynd  s lan  y.  thereto  belonging,  in  Forton,  according  to  a deed  formerly  made  to  him 

and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  of  the  same  premises,  provided  that  he  and  his  heirs 
should  peaceably  permit  his  (the  testator’s)  wife  Ann,  to  enjoy  one  third  thereof 
during  her  chaste  widowhood;  and  he  declared  his  will  to  be,  that  his  said  wife 
should  pay  to  the  most  needful  jioor  within  the  hamlet  of  Forton,  the  yearly 
sum  of  55.  being  the  interest  for  51.  stock  he  had  given  them  so  long  as  she 
should  enjoy  the  said  third  part  of  his  real  estate,  and  after  her  marriage  and 
delivering  up  of  such  third  part  unto  his  brother,  Roger,  or  his  heirs,  he  directed 
that  his  said  brother,  and  his  heirs,  should  pay  the  said  yearly  sum  of  5s.  to  the 
most  needful  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Forton,  lor  ever. 

By  indenture,  dated  3d  February  17^6,  Roger  Hynd,  in  consideration  of 
220 A conveyed  to  Francis  Crossfield,  certain  premises,  containing  nine  acres 
and  a half  of  land,  in  Forton,  formerly  purchased  in  fee  simple  by  William 
Hynd,  uncle  of  the  said  Roger,  to  hold  to  the  said  Francis  Crossfield  in  fee, 
with  the  usual  covenant  against  all  incumbrances  and  charges  ; and  endorsed 
on  this  deed  is  a memorandum,  whereby  Jane  Crossfield,  widow  of  the  said 
Francis  Crossfield,  acknowledged  to  have  received  from  Roger  Hynd,  the  sum 
of  5/.  a charity  given  by  William  Hynd,  late  owner  of  the  wfithin  mentioned 
lands,  for  which  she  promised  to  pay  yearly  interest  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

The  yearly  sum  of  5 s.  was  distributed  amongst  poor  persons  of  Forton,  by 
the  late  Edmund  Crossfield,  until  about  12  or  15  years  ago,  when  part  of  his 
estate  in  Forton  was  sold.  The  will  of  William  Hynd,  and  the  indenture  of 
1726,  was  produced  to  us  by  his  executor,  and  we  were  assured  that  Mrs. 
Crossfield,  the  widow  of  the'said  Francis  Crossfield,  who  is  entitled  to  the  estate 
cf  her  late  husband  at  Forton,  will  immediately  resume  this  small  yearly 
payment. 

Donor  unknown. 

Donor  unknown.  It  is  stated,  that  a sum  of  10/.  supposed  to  have  been  given  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  \vas  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a cottage  in  Forton, 
which  w'as  burnt  down  upwards  of  30  years  ago.  It  has  since  been  rebuilt,  at 
the  expense  of  the  township,  and  is  now  occupied  by  two  paupers  placed  there 
by  the  overseers,  but  no  rent  is  disposed  of  in  respect  thereof  to  the  poor. 


PARISH  OF  HALTON  WITH  AUGHTON. 

Withers’s  Charity. 

Halton-with-  brass  plate  which  was  formerly  fixed  in  the  church  of  this  parish,  but 

Aughton.  Nvas  destroyed  when  the  church  was  rebuilt,  about  30  years  ago,  there  was 
. an  inscription  relating  to  this  charity,  a copy  of  which  is  stated  to  have  been 
■\Yitherss  Charity,  ^ book  of  memoranda,  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  William 

Moore,  a land-owner  in  Halton. 

In  this  memorandum,  it  is  stated,  that  the  following  closes,  viz.  Walker’s 
land,  Strellars  and  Strellars  meadow,  w^ere  given  by  Mr.  Withers,  to  the  rector 
of  Halton,  and  the  churchwarden  of  the  lower  end  of  the  parish,  and  their 
successors,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  pay  to  such  poor  inhabitants  as  they 
should  think  proper  objects,  5s.  at  Easter,  and  5 5.  at  Christmas,  and  to  a school- 
master, or  for  want  of  a master,  to  a mistress,  for  teaching  such  poor  children 
as  they  should  recommend,  without  any  respect  to  the  parents  receiving  pen- 
sions or  not,  405.  yearly,  to  be  paid  quarterly  ; and  that,  if  the  land  should 
exceed  in  value  the  yearly  sums  of  10  5.  and  40  5.  the  overplus  should  be 

® applied 
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applied  in  procuring  such  books  for  the  said  poor  children,  as  should  be  thought 
necessary  ; and  that  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  said  charity,  the  resident 
curate  should,  with  the  churchwardens,  have  the  direction  thereof. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  this  benefaction  is  mentioned  as 
having  been  given  by  Thomas  Withers^  by  deed,  in  1747. 

The  property  described  in  the  above  memorandum  consists  of — 

A.  K.  p. 


The  field  called  Walker’s  Land  containing  (customary  measure 
of  seven  yards  to  the  perch)  - _ - - - 

The  Strellars  - --  --  --  -- 

And  the  Strellars  Meadow  ------ 


1 3 28 
1 1 34 

- 1 24 


And  on  the  inclosure  of  the  waste  lands  in  this  parish,  the  commissioners  by 
their  award,  made  in  the  year  1800,  set  out  an  allotment  of  2r.  34 p.  to  the 
trustees  of  Halton  school,  in  respect  of  the  above  mentioned  lands. 

About  ten  years  ago,  it  was  agreed  by  the  parishioners,  that  an  exchange 
I should  be  made  with  Thomas  Butler  Cole,  esquire,  of  Kirkland  Hall,  near 
Garstang,  and  a piece  of  land,  now  inclosed,  containing  6 a.  3r.  6p.  customary 
measure,  was  given  up  by  Mr.  Butler  Cole,  for  the  two  fields  called  the  Strellars, 
and  the  Strellars  Meadow.  No  deed  was  executed  between  the  parties,  but 
they  have  since  been  in  possession  of  the  respective  lands  exchanged,  and 
Mr"  Butler  Cole  has  united  the  Strellars  and  the  Strellars  meadow  to  the  adjoining 
property  in  his  possession.  As  no  deed  of  exchange  was  executed,  this  transac- 
tion must  be  considered  merely  as  a temporary  arrangement,  but  at  present 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  charity  is  benefited  by  it. 

The  whole  of  the  property  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  is  let  by  the 
schoolmaster,  and  is  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Lamb,  under  a verbal  agree- 
ment for  seven  years  from  14th  February  1823,  at  the  rent  of  15 1.  per  annum, 
which  is  stated  to  be  the  full  value. 

The  schoolmaster  receives  the  rent  himself,  and  he  pays  thereout,  the  yearly 
sum  of  10 5.  to  the  rector,  by  whom  it  is  distributed,  with  other  money,  to  the 
■ poor  at  Christmas. 

In  respect  of  the  residue  of  the  rent,  the  master  instructs  eight  children  of 
the  lower  end  of  the  parish,  who  are  appointed  by  the  rector,  in  reading  and 
writing,  without  any  charge.  For  other  children  attending  the  school,  the 
master  is  paid.  He  has  upon  an  average  about  25  scholars.  No  part  of  the 
rent  has  been  applied  in  the  purchase  of  books,  the  parents  of  the  children  pro- 
viding such  as  are  necessary  for  their  instruction.  The  school  is  kept  in 
a room  which  was  built  by  the  late  W.  B.  Bradshaw,  esquire,  at  his  own  expense, 

and  upon  his  own  land. 

a 

Greenbank’s  Charity. 


In  the  abstract  of  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that 
William  Greenbanlc,  by  will,  in  1750,  gave  land,  but  in  whom  it  was  vested  is 
not  mentioned,  then  producing  7^-  a year,  to  poor  housekeepers  of  Halton  with 
Aughton.  And  in  the  same  abstract,  under  the  head  of  Nether  Kellett,  (a 
township  in  the  parish  of  Bolton-le-Sands),  it  is  stated,  that  Mr.  Greenbank,  by 
will,  gave  to  poor  housekeepers  money,  then  vested  in  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilson, 
but  neither  the  date  of  the  will  or  the  amount  of  the  legacy  is  mentioned. 

As  both  these  supposed  benefactions  are  attributed  to  the  same  donor,  and 
the  same  instrument,  and  as  the  circumstances  under  which  they  stand,  are 
likewise  as  to  the  main  points,  nearly  the  same,  it  will  be  more  convenient  to 
state  in  one  place  all  the  particulars  which  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  as  to 
either  of  them. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  slightest  trace  of  the  existence  of 
William  Greenbank’s  will,  though  we  are  assured  that  search  has  been  made  for 
it  at  York,  Lancaster,  Richmond  and  Chester,  and  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  Court  of  the  Peculiar  of  Halton ; and  in  answer  to  a circular 
letter,  sent  by  us  in  1823  to  the  late  Mr.  Stainbank,  who  was  the  officiating 
minister  of  Halton,  and  by  whom  the  returns  of  the  charities  in  Halton  and 
Aughton  were  made,  we  were  informed  that  no  such  will  had  ever  been  found. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Wilson,  in  whom,  according  to  the  returns  made  in  I786,  the 
legacy  given  to  Nether  Kellett  was  then  vested,  and  her  sister  Mary,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Ainslie,  were  the  daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  Henry  Wilson, 
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and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  was  the  sister  and  heir  of  William  Greenbank, 
who  died  in  17>50,  and  these  ladies  were  for  many  years  previously  to  1808, 
possessed  of  an  estate,  situate  in  Halton  and  Nether  Kellett,  which  had  been 
formerly  his  property,  and  which  as  it  is  stated  to  us  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Wilson, 
a solicitor  in  Lancaster,  who  has  been  concerned  for  this  property  many  years, 
came,  upon  his  death,  to  his  sister,  as  his  heir-at-law,  and  not  as  devisee.  In 
1808,  these  ladies  sold  the  estate  to  Montague  Farrer  Ainslie,  esquire,  and  as 
it  is  stated,  at  its  full  value.  The  estate  was  conveyed  to  him  by  indentures 
of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  7th  and  8th  October  1808,  and  amongst  other 
premises,  particularly  described  therein,  there  were  conveyed  certain  closes, 
described  by  the  names  of  the  Great  and  Little  Strellars,  the  Haley  Hill  and 
the  Barage  Haley,  and  all  the  allotments  lately  allotted  and  awarded  to  the 
said  Mary  Ainslie  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,  upon  the  late  inclosure.  Mr.  Ainslie 
is  now  the  owner  of  part  of  the  estate,  but  other  parts  have  been  subsequently 
sold  by  him  to  diffei’ent  persons,  and  amongst  other  premises,  the  closes  above 
named  have  been  sold  and  conveyed  to  Alexander  Butler,  esquire. 

The  following  charitable  purposes  were  provided  for  by  Mrs.  Ainslie  and 
Miss  Wilson,  up  to  1818,  when  Miss  Wilson  died. 

In  Halton,  ten  poor  girls  were  instructed,  without  any  charge  to  their  parents, 
by  a schoolmistress,  who  received  a remuneration  for  her  services,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  She  and  her  husband  were  permitted  to  enjoy  a cottage,  and 
a small  quantity  of  land,  the  yearly  value  of  which  was  estimated  at  Ql.  paying 
to  these  ladies,  a rent  of  4/.  only,  and  the  difference  was  to  be  taken  in  lieu  of 
a payment  of  51.  per  annum,  as  the  salary  of  the  schoolmistress.  This  agree- 
ment continued  in  force  for  nearly  20  years,  up  to  1818,  Mr.  Ainslie,  having 
after  his  purchase,  consented  not  to  turn  the  schoolmistress  out  of  the  said  pre- 
mises, during  the  lives  of  these  ladies.  In  1818,  he  gave  notice  to  her  husband 
to  quit,  and  the  premises  were  afterwards  let  by  his  agent,  until  1823,  when 

they  were  sold  to Bradshaw,  esquire.  It  is  also  stated,  that,  previously  to 

the  commencement  of  this  agreement,  a schoolmaster  had  received  a salary 
from  Mrs.  Ainslie  and  Miss  Wilson,  but  we  could  not  ascertain  what  was  the 
amount  of  it,  or  what  duty  was  required  in  respect  of  it.  There  is  no  trace 
whatever  of  any  money  having  been  distributed  by  these  ladies  to  the  poor  of 
Halton,  as  might  have  been  expected,  if  they  were  possessed  of  property  liable 
to  a payment  to  poor  housekeepers  of  Halton,  as  stated  in  the  returns  to 
Parliament. 

In  Nether  Kellett  the  yearly  sum  of  50  s.  was  given  by  these  ladies  to  one  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  township,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  there, 
according  to  a list  which  was  submitted  to  them  for  their  approval ; we  could 
not  ascertain  when  this  distribution  commenced,  but  it  was  continued  for  a 
period  of  at  least  20  years  previous  to  1818. 

It  is  generally  considered,  that  the  provision  thus  made  for  the  education  of 
poor  children  in  Halton,  was  in  respect  of  some  particular  lands  hereafter 
mentioned,  and  the  distribution  to  the  poor  of  Nether  Kellett,  in  respect  of  some 
charge  upon  the  whole  estate.  With  regard  to  the  latter  supposition,  Mr.  J. 
T.  Wilson,  who  is  solicitor  to  Mr.  Ainslie,  and  \vas  also  solicitor  to  Mrs.  Ainslie 
and  Miss  Wilson,  states,  that  those  ladies  on  more  than  one  occasion,  in  speaking 
on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  to  the  poor  of  Nether  Kellett,  mentioned  this, 
either  as  an  existing  charity,  charged  upon  their  estate  by  their  relation  Green- 
bank,  or  as  having  been  intended  by  him  to  have  been  so  charged. 

With  regard  to  the  other  supposition,  that  a part  of  the  estate  above  men- 
tioned was  appropriated  by  William  Greenbank,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
Halton,  it  stated,  that  the  closes  in  Halton,  known  by  the  names  of  the  Strellars, 
the  Great  Strellars,  Great  Haley,  and  Barage  Haley,  containing  altogether, 
7 a.  1 r.  10  p.  which  are  particularly  mentioned  in  the  conveyance  to  Mr.  Ainslie, 
have  for  upwards  of  30  years  been  called  the  Poor  Lands,  and  we  find,  that  in 
the  land-tax  assessment  for  the  year  1788,  some  lands,  for  which  Dr.  Ainslie 
was  charged,  are  described  as  the  “ Poor  Lands.” 

At  the  time  of  the  inclosure  of  the  parish  of  Halton,  an  allotment  marked 
N®  38,  containing  2r.  34p.  was  set  out  by  the  award  of  the  commissioners, 
made  in  1800,  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor  of  Halton,  in  respect  of  all  their  lands 
and  tenements  of  fee-farm  tenure  in  the  parish  of  Halton.  Mr.  Wilson  states, 
that  when  he  first  knew  that  this  allotment  was  set  out  to  the  trustees  for  the 
poor,  he  asked  the  late  Mr.  Stainbank  to  explain  under  what  circumstances 

such 
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such  allotment  was  so  set  out,  and  Mr.  Stainbank  told  him,  that  he  had  heard 
from  his  predecessor,  the  Rev.  Mr,  Fletcher,  that  the  closes  above  mentioned 
belonged  to  the  poor,  and  that  he  therefore  made  a claim  before  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  poor,  in  respect  of  those  lands.  The  several  closes  above  men- 
tioned, and  since  the  inclosure  the  allotment  also,  have  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  owners  of  the  Halton  and  Nether  Kellett  estate,  until  is  was  sold  to  Mr. 
Ainslie  in  1808,  and  these  premises  have  been  treated  by  them  in  every  respect 
as  their  own  private  property,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  discover  any  proof,  or 
j any  ground  for  suspecting,  that  the  premises  were  at  any  time  let  by  the  parish 
! officers,  or  by  any  persons  as  trustees  for  the  poor,  nor  do  we  find  that  any  pay- 
' ment  was  ever  made  to  the  poor,  or  to  any  charitable  use,  in  respect  of  these 
lands,  except  so  far  as  the  allowance  made  to  the  schoolmistress,  as  before  mem 
tioned,  may  be  so  considered.  We  were  also  informed,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  that  in 
1810,  when  Mr.  Ainsley  had  first  proposed  to  sell  the  cottage  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  schoolmistress,  and  the  lands  called  the  Poor  lands,  he  had  a con- 
versation with  Mrs.  Ainslie  and  Miss  Wilson  on  the  subject  of  Greenbank’s 
charities,  when  he  was  told  by  the  latter,  that  she  had  proposed  to  her  sister 
some  time  before,  in  order  to  settle  the  business  about  the  charities,  concerning 
which  there  had  been  considerable  inquiries  by  the  parishioners  of  Halton,  that 
Betty  Whinray  should  be  put  into  possession  of  the  cottage  above  mentioned, 
and  that  she  should  be  allowed  the  principal  part  of  the  rent,  for  teaching  the 
girls  of  the  parish  in  the  house. 

With  respect  to  the  allotment  above  mentioned,  which  still  remains  in  the 
possession  of  M.  F.  Ainslie,  esquire,  we  apprehend  that  it  cannot  be  claimed  on 
behalf  of  the  poor,  unless  it  were  shown  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  lands 
in  respect  of  which  the  allotment  was  set  out. 

We  ought  to  mention,  that  in  answer  to  our  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  these 
supposed  charities  of  M.  F.  Ainslie,  esquire,  we  were  informed  by  him,  that  he 
had  been  at  great  pains,  and  at  some  expense,  to  discover  if  possible,  whether 
Mr.  Greenbank  ever  did  execute  any  will  or  other  instrument,  by  which  the 
estate  was  charged  with  any  annual  payment,  and  that  inquiries  had  been  made 
for  that  purpose  by  his  direction,  but  that  he  could  not  find,  after  the  strictest 
search,  that  any  such  deed  or  will  ever  did  exist.  Mr.  Wilson,  also,  who,  from 
the  great  length  of  time  during  which  he  has  had  the  management  of  the  estate, 
and  from  having  had  constant  access  to  all  the  title  deeds  relating  to  it,  (his 
attention  having  been  frequently  called  to  this  particular  subject,)  must  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  any  such  deed  or  will,  if  it  had  existed,  states,  that 
he  never  saw,  either  when  he  examined  the  title  deeds  at  the  time  of  the  sale 
above  mentioned  to  Mr.  Butler,  for  whom  he  was  solicitor,  as  well  as  for  the 
vendor,  or  at  any  other  time,  any  such  document,  or  any  writing  whatever, 
whereby  any  charge  upon  the  estate,  or  any  part  thereof,  was  created  for  cha- 
ritable purposes. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  we  conceive  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
substantiate  any  claim  on  behalf  of  the  poor  of  the  places  above  mentioned, 
either  to  the  closes  called  the  Poor  Lands,  or  the  allotment  stated  to  have  been 
made  in  respect  thereof,  or  to  any  charge  upon  the  estate.  And  it  will  be 
observed,  that  the  foundation  of  these  supposed  charities  has  been  generally 
attributed  to  the  will  of  William  Greenbank,  who  died  in  1750,  although  no 
gift  of  land,  or  any  charge  upon  lands  could  have  been  created  since  the 
passing  of  the  statute,  9th  Geo.  2.  c.  36,  in  1736,  except  by  deed  enrolled  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  Neither  does  it  appear,  that  if  there  was  any  ground 
for  supposing  that  Mrs.  Ainsley  and  Miss  Wilson  were  liable  in  respect  of  any 
personal  property,  it  would  be  possible  to  trace  any  assets  from  them. 

Donor  unknown. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  a rent-charge  of  4s.  is  mentioned 
as  having  been  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  by  some  person  unknown  ; the 
like  yearly  sums  are  also  payable  to  the  poor  of  Gressingham,  in  the  parish  of 
Lancaster,  and  the  poor  of  Farleton,  in  the  parish  of  Melling. 

The  property  charged  with  these  several  yearly  sums,  consisting  of  a cottage, 
garden  and  croft,  in  Gressingham,  now  belongs  to  Richard  Herst,  who  pur- 
chased the  same,  subject  to  the  said  payments.  The  annual  sum  of  4s.  was 
received  for  many  years  by  an  old  man  of  this  parish,  but  since  his  death. 
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which  took  place  about  two  years  ago,  no  person  had,  at  the  time  of  our 
inquiry,  been  appointed  by  the  parish  officers  in  his  stead,  and  the  payment  had 
not  therefore  been  demanded. 

There  are  also  mentioned  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  two 
other  small  gifts  to  this  parish,  of  which  we  can  obtain  no  information. 

Walling’s  Charity. 

Margaret  Walling,  by  will,  dated  21st  February  1820,  and  proved  on  the 
18th  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  bequeathed  the  interest  of  the  sum  of  20/.  for 
the  use  of  Halton  Sunday  school,  so  long  as  a Sunday  school  should  be  kept 
there  ; but  in  case  there  should  be  no  Sunday  school,  she  directed  that  the  said 
20/.  should  be  divided  amongst  her  nephews  and  nieces. 

As  there  were  no  trustees  appointed  to  receive  this  legacy,  the  executors 
placed  the  money  in  the  bank  ot  Messrs.  Andrade  and  Worswick,  at  Lancaster, 
which  soon  afterwards  failed,  and  a dividend  of  55.  in  the  pound  only  has  been 
received  ; but  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  another  dividend  was 
shortly  expected. 

The  amount  received,  has  been  placed,  with  other  money,  in  a savings  bank, 
and  the  executors  state,  that  they  are  ready  to  pay  the  interest  to  the  master  of 
the  Sunday  school,  but  that  they  are  anxious  to  transfer  the  principal  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish. 

CHAPELllY  OF  AUGHTON. 

Burton’s  Charity. 

Robert  Burton,  by  will,  bearing  date  20th  August  1697,  reciting,  that  he  was 
seised  in  fee  of  a messuage  and  lands,  situate  in  Over  High  Field,  in  the  parish 
of  Halton,  under  tlie  annual  fee-farm  rent  of  18  5.  1|  r/.  gave  the  said  messuage 
and  lands,  together  with  all  his  lands  lying  within  the  parish  of  Halton,  to  the 
Rev.  James  Fenton,  D.  D.  vicar  of  Lancaster,  Thomas  Withers,  rector  of 
Halton,  and  their  successors,  respectively,  and  to  Edmund  Withers,  and  his 
heirs,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  trust,  that  the  said  vicar  and  rector  for  the  time 
being,  should  unanimously  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  as  there  should  be 
occasion,  elect  a sufficient  man  in  priest’s  orders,  according  to  the  ordination 
of  the  church  of  England,  who  should  perform  the  office  of  curate  or  preacher 
in  Aughton  cliapel,  within  the  parish  of  Halton,  and  frequently  perform  all  the 
sacramental  rights  there,  usually  performed  by  the  parson  of  Halton,  and  should 
also  undertake  and  industriously  perform  the  office  of  a schoolmaster  within  the 
said  chapel,  for  instructing  such  youth  inhabiting  within  the  township  of  Augh- 
ton, and  elsewhere,  in  literature,  the  rudiments  of  grammar,  and  school  learning, 
as  the  said  vicar  and  rector  for  the  time  being,  should  from  time  to  time  direct® 
and  recommend,  without  any  demand,  exaction  or  acceptation  by  such  master,^ 
of  any  wages,  stipend  or  salary,  from  such  youth ; and  that  the  said  trustees® 
should  permit  such  curate  and  schoolmaster  to  receive  to  his  own  use,  the  whole® 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  during  such  time  as  he  should  continuer 
in  the  said  offices  of  curate  and  schoolmaster,  and  should  religiously  perform* 
the  same  ; and  he  further  appointed,  that  every  such  curate  and  schoolmaster, 
should  from  time  to  time  be  removable  from  the  said  offices,  at  the  discretion, 
free  will  and  power,  of  the  said  vicar  and  rector  for  the  time  being,  provided 
that  within  thirty  days  after  such  removal,  another  such  sufficient  person,  at 
the  like  discretion,  should  be  put  into  the  said  offices;  and  that  in  case  the 
said  vicar  and  rector  could  not  agree,  touching  such  election  or  removal,  such  1 
difference  should  be  decided  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  for  the  time  being ; 
and  he  directed  his  wife,  whom  he  appointed  his  executrix,  within  a year  after 
his  decease,  to  collect  his  personal  estate,  and  after  payment  of  his  debts  and 
funeral  charges,  to  pay  over  the  residue  to  his  said  trustees,  to  be  by  them  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  such  uses  as  were  before  mentioned. 

The  property  derived  under  the  will  of  Robert  Burton,  consists  of  a house, 
barn  and  out-buildings,  and  about  55  acres  of  land,  including  a coppice  of  about 
16  acres.  This  farm  is  let  by  the  curate  of  the  chapelry,  for  the  time  being,  and 
is  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Tomlinson,  under  a parol  agreement,  for  a 
term  of  five  years  from  14th  February  1825,  at  a good  annual  rent  of  68/. 

On  account  of  this  endowment,  the  curate,  besides  performing  his  official 
duties  at  Aughton  chapel,  keeps  school  in  a building  adjoining  the  chapel, 
and  instructs  in  reading  all  the  poor  children  of  the  chapelry  who  are  sent  to 

the 
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the  school,  without  any  charge.  He  likewise  teaches  writing  and  arithmetic, 
and  the  classics,  but  for  such  instruction  he  is  paid. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  testator  directed,  that  he  should  teach  all  such 
youth  in  literature,  the  rudiments  of  grammar,  and  school  learning,  as  the 
vicar  of  Lancaster  and  the  rector  of  Halton,  should  from  time  to  time  direct 
and  recommend,  without  any  demand  for  the  satne.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
said  vicar  and  rector  have  ever  given  any  direction  on  this  subject ; it  seems, 
however,  desirable  that  they  should  determine  how  far  the  privilege  of  free 
education  should  be  extended. 

The  school-room  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township. 


Aughton. 


Burton’i  Charity, 
continued. 


PARISH  OF  HEYSHAM. 

School. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  bearing- 
date  18th  and  19th  June  1817,  between  Robert  Thompson,  of  the  one 
part ; and  Richard  Mashiter  and  Robert  Banks,  of  the  other  part ; reciting, 
that  the  said  Robert  Thompson  had  lately  given  to  the  said  Richard  Mashiter 
and  Robert  Banks,  the  sum  of  100  /.  five  per  cent  stock,  which  was  invested 
in  their  names,  in  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  education  of  eight 
poor  girls,  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Heysham  j and  that  the  said  Robert 
Thompson  was  desirous  to  augment  the  said  charity,  and  to  establish  the 
same  for  the  education  of  poor  children,  both  boys  and  girls,  belonging  to 
the  said  parish,  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  in  reading, 
writing  and  casting  accounts,  and  in  other  proper  and  useful  learning  for  poor 
children,  the  said  Robert  Thompson  conveyed  to  the  said  Richard  Mashiter 
and  Robert  Banks,  and  their  heirs,  a parcel  of  arable  ground,  in  the  common 
town  field  in  Heysham,  called  Lyndale,  containing,  by  estimation,  three 
roods,  customary  measure,  and  a dale  of  Moss,  on  Heysham  Moss,  called 
Bispham  field,  containing,  by  estimation,  1a.  &Sr.  like  measure,  to  the  use 
of  themselves,  for  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them,  and  after 
their  decease,  to  the  use  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  ; 
upon  trust,  to  apply  the  rents  of  the  said  lands,  and  also  the  dividends  of  the 
said  stock,  as  they  should  think  proper,  in  instructing  such  poor  children,  as 
aforesaid,  the  boys  to  read,  write  and  cast  accounts,  and  the  girls  to  read,  write, 
knit  and  work  plain  work,  all  the  children  to  be  instructed  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  to  learn  the  Catechism ; and  upon 
trust,  that  the  children  to  be  admitted  to  the  said  charity,  should,  one  half  of  them, 
be  chosen  in  Easter  week,  every  year,  and  continue  for  two  years,  so  that  one  half 
should  be  chosen,  and  one  half  retire  every  Easter,  and  that  such  a number  should 
be  instructed  as  the  funds  of  the  charity  would  be  sufficient  to  support ; and  it 
was  provided,  that  the  trustees  should  have  power  to  make  such  orders  for  the 
better  management  of  the  said  charity,  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  that  books 
should  be  provided,  in  which  the  accounts,  the  names  and  ages  of  the  children 
that  should  be  chosen,  and  of  those  that  should  be  removed,  and  all  orders  re- 
lating to  the  charity  should  be  entered  ; and  that  the  trustees  should  direct,  that 
the  children  should  go  in  procession  to  church,  twice  every  Sunday. 

The  stock  alluded  to  in  the  deed  above  abstracted,  was  100/.  navy  five  per 
cents,  which  was  purchased  in  1812,  in  the  names  of  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Clarkson,  Richard  Mashiter,  and  Robert  Banks,  and  is  now  converted  into  105/. 
new  four  per  cents.  These  three  persons  are  dead;  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Clarkson,  who  died  in  May  1824,  having  been  the  survivor.  The  Reverend 
Thomas  Yates  Ridley,  the  present  rector  of  this  parish,  is  the  executor  of 
Mr.  Clarkson,  and  proposes  taking  immediate  steps  for  having  the  stock  trans- 
ferred into  the  names  of  new  trustees. 

The  land  in  the  common  town  field  of  Heysham,  called  Lyndale,  containing 
three  roods,  customary  measure,  is  let  to  Henry  Baynes,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a 
good  rent  of  2/.  10  5. 

The  dale  of  Moss  is  a long  .strip  of  land,  containing  little  more  than  one  acre  ; 
it  is  cultivated,  but  except  when  the  crop  is  upon  it,  it  is  used  as  an  occupa- 
tion road.  This  piece  of  land  was  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  let  to  Richard 
Richmond,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  1/.  155.,  but  it  was  expected  that  a higher 
rent  would  be  obtained  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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The  rector  for  the  time  being  has  had  the  principal  management  of  this 
charity,  and  has  let  the  lands,  and  received  the  rents  and  the  dividends  of  the 
stock. 

The  income  is  applied  by  him  in  the  following  manner  : — 

The  dividends  of  the  stock,  now  amounting  to  4/.  45.  per  annum,  are  paid 
to  a schoolmistress,  for  instructing  eight  girls,  and  the  rents  of  the  land  are 
paid  to  a master,  for  instructing  eight  boys.  'Fhe  master  has  also  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a house,  in  which  he  resides,  and  keeps  school.  This  was  built  by 
subscription,  upon  the  glebe  land,  50  or  60  years  ago,  and  a rent  of  I5.  6d.  is 
paid  for  it  yearly,  by  the  master  to  the  rector. 

The  children  are  appointed  by  the  rector,  four  boys  and  four  girls  being  no- 
minated annually,  at  Easter;  none  of  them  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the  school 
above  two  years.  They  are  instructed  according  to  the  directions  contained 
in  the  deed,  and  are  taken  to  church  by  the  master  and  mistress.  The  master 
and  mistress  are  permitted  to  take  other  children,  for  whose  education  they  are 
paid  by  the  parents. 


PARISH  OF  LANCASTER. 

BOROUGH  OF  LANCASTER. 

Free  Grammar  School. 

There  appear  to  be  no  documents  in  existence  relating  to  the  foundation  of 
the  grammar  school.  It  is  supposed  to  be  of  very  ancient  date,  and  as  it  seems 
to  have  been,  as  far  back  as  can  be  traced,  entirely  under  the  management  and 
control  of  the  corporation,  and  to  have  been  maintained  chiefly  at  the  expense 
of  the  corporation,  out  of  their  general  funds,  it  is  probable  that  it  was  founded 
by  them,  and  that  the  payments  made  by  them  towards  the  salary  of  the  master 
and  usher,  (except  as  to  certain  specific  payments,  the  origin  of  which  will  be 
accounted  for  hereafter),  have  been  of  their  own  free  gift. 

The  earliest  notice  of  the  existence  of  a grammar  school  in  Lancaster  that 
we  have  met  with,  is  in  the  will  of  Randall  Carter,  dated  18th  April  l6l5, 
whereby,  besides  an  annuity  which  he  gave  for  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Grammar 
School,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Saviour,  Southwark,  as  mentioned  in  our  first 
Report,  {see  Appendix  thereto,  p.  360.)  He  gave  to  John  Marshall  and  Richard 
Yearwood,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  of  10/.  per  annum,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  an  usher  in  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Lancaster,  charged 
upon  and  issuing  out  of  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Whitecross-street. 

From  the  bailiffs  accounts,  (of  which  the  earliest  is  in  1687),  R appears  that 
there  was  then  paid  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  corporation,  a yearly  salary 
of  30 1.  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  same  payment  is  continued,  with  some  ad- 
ditions, up  to  the  year  1791.  In  1717,  and  from  that  period  up  to  1791,  105. 
is  entered  in  the  bailiff’s  accounts,  as  being  paid  as  the  interest  of  a legacy  of 
10 1.  “ left  by  Mr.  Proctor’s  will  to  the  head  schoolmaster.”  And  by  an  order 
in  council,  made  in  December  1725,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  schoolmaster 
who  was  then  elected,  should  have,  besides  the  ancient  salary  of  30/.  and  IO5. 
the  interest  of  Proctor’s  legacy,  6/.  for  three  years  certain,  and  after  that,  that 
it  should  be  dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  council.  From  this  period,  up 
to  1791,  there  was  paid,  from  the  bailiff’s  account,  an  augmentation  to  the 
master’s  salary,  which  was  for  some  years  continued  at  6/.  and  was  afterwards 
reduced  to  4/.  10  5.  In  1792,  the  salary  of  the  head  master  was  raised  to  50/. 
which  may  be  considered  as  including  the  interest  of  Proctor’s  legacy,  no  sub- 
sequent payment  being  made  specifically  on  that  account;  and  in  1814,  his 
salary  was  raised  to  7O/.  at  which  it  continued  up  to  1824. 

With  respect  to  the  salary  of  the  usher,  it  appears  that  he  has  received  10/. 
yearly,  as  the  gift  of  Randall  Carter,  above  mentioned,  which  is  now  regularly 
transmitted  to  the  corporation  of  Lancastei',  by  the  governors  of  the  Grammar 
School  of  Saint  Saviour’s,  and  for  a period  of  18  years  previous  to  1819,  during 
which  the  payment  was  withheld  from  the  said  governors,  the  amount  was 
paid  by  the  corporation,  w'ho  afterwards  received  the  arrears,  in  payment  of 
the  money  so  advanced  by  them. 

From  the  book  of  the  minutes  of  the  corporation,  it  appears,  that  at  a meeting 
held  in  February  I7O8,  it  was  agreed  that,  “ the  w’hole  rent  of  Deep  Carr 

“ meadow. 
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“ meadow,  late  the  possession  of  Thomas  Sherson,  esquire,”  should  be  for  the 
future,  yearly  paid  to  the  usher,  “ according  to  the  direction  of  a draft  of 
“ a declaration  in  trust,  then  read  in  council.”  Whether  any  deed  was  ever 
executed  does  not  appear. 

The  meadow  above  mentioned,  now  called  the  Usher’s  meadow,  is  situate 
within  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  and  contains  four  acres,  statute  measure.  It 
is  let  on  lease,  dated  loth  September  1623,  whereby  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonalty  of  Lancaster,  demised  the  same  to  John  Hargreaves  for  seven 
years  from  the  14th  February  then  last,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  I9/.  This  is 
considered  a good  rent. 

Besides  the  annuity  of  10/.  and  the  rent  of  the  Usher’s  meadow,  the  usher 
has  received  a gratuity  from  the  funds  of  the  corporation.  By  an  order  in 
council,  made  December  1725,  it  was  directed,  that  he  should  receive  '^L  C5. 
per  annum,  in  augmentation  of  his  salary,  for  three  years  certain,  and  then  to 
be  dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  council.  This  augmentation  to  his 
salary,  has  been  increased  from  time  to  time,  and  in  1814,  it  was  increased 
to  30/. 

In  1768,  a salary  of  10/.  was  allowed  to  a writing  master,  which  has  been 
continued  up  to  the  present  time. 

In  September  1823,  a committee  was  appointed  by  the  corporation,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  into  the  state  of  the  grammar  school,  and  on  7th  July 
1824,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  read  and  adopted.  In  this  report,  it 
was  stated,  that  there  were  then  64  boys  at  the  school,  46  of  whom  were  the 
sons  of  freemen,  that  the  master  had  18  boys  under  his  care,  and  the  usher  46, 
that  about  50  attended  the  writing  master  ; that  the  school,  with  the  exception 
of  some  trifling  repairs,  which  the  high  bailiff  would  attend  to,  was  in  good 
order ; and  they  recommended,  that  the  master  should  have  the  appointment  of 
the  usher,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  corporation,  in  council  assembled, 
with  a view  to  the  removal  of  the  unpleasant  feeling  which  had  subsisted  be- 
tween the  masters,  and  for  the  establishment  of  subordination,  and  unanimity 
of  method  in  teaching;  they  further  recommended,  that,  in  order  to  induce  men 
of  sufficient  attainments  to  preside  in  the  school,  the  emoluments  should  be 
increased  ; and  that  in  lieu  of  the  annual  gratuities  called  cock-pennies,  there 
should  be  paid  for  each  boy,  under  the  care  of  the  usher,  10 5,  per  quarter ; for 
each  boy,  on  the  two  lowest  benches,  under  the  care  of  the  master,  15^. ; and 
for  each  boy  on  the  upper  benches,  205.  per  quarter;  that  the  sum  of  70/. 

* per  annum,  theretofore  granted  to  the  master,  should  be  continued,  and  that 
the  sum  of  40/.  per  annum,  theretofore  granted  to  the  usher,  should  be  paid  to 
the  master,  making  his  salary  amount  to  110/.  per  annum  ; that  the  rent  of  the 
» Usher’s  meadow  and  Randall  Carter’s  legacy  of  10/.  per  annum,  should  be  con- 
^ tinned  to  the  usher  in  part  of  his  salary,  and  that  he  should  receive  in  addition 
■ one-fourth  part  of  the  quarterage,  the  master  guaranteeing  that  his  emoluments 

K should  not  fall  short  of  60/.  per  annum.  That  there  should  be  no  gratuitous 
education,  either  for  the  sons  of  freemen  or  others,  there  being  ample  provision 
for  that  kind  of  education,  in  the  National  * and  other  schools.  That  at  the 
expiration  of  each  half  year,  there  should  be  a public  examination  of  the  boys. 
That  the  school  should  be  under  the  supervision  of  a committee,  who  might 
visit  it  at  certain  periods,  and  ascertain  the  degree  of  proficiency  made  by  the 
boys.  They  further  recommended,  that  the  writing  master  should  in  future 
be  nominated  by,  and  be  under  the  control  of  the  master,  and  that  he  should 
annually  receive  20/.  from  the  corporation,  and  that  he  should  be  paid  for 
teaching  writing  s.^d,\  for  writing,  and  common  arithmetic,  IO5.  ; and  for 
fractions,  125.  6 d.  per  quarter  from  each  boy. 

The  head  master  appears  always  to  have  been  appointed  by  the  mayor  and 
council,  and  upon  certain  occasions  to  have  been  displaced  by  them.  The  usher 
and  writing  master  were  also  appointed  by  them,  until  the  alteration  was  made 
as  above  mentioned,  in  1824. 

There  is  a building  adjoiningthe  church-yard  on  the  west  side,  which  bears 
the  date  of  1682.  This  building  consists  of  a school-room,  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  master  and  usher,  and  two  rooms  above,  in  one  of  which  the  writing 

master 

* iV.  B. — The  National  School  for  boys  was  endowed  with  -2,0001.  navy  five  per  cents,  by  the  late 
Matthew  Piper  ; but  the  establishment  is  principally  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 
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master  instructs  the  boys  belonging  to  the  school,  and  in  the  other  he  teaches 
girls  in  writing;  there  is  also  a library  over  the  porch,  containing  a considerable 
number  of  books,  some  of  which  have  been  given  by  different  benefactors,  and 
others  have  been  presented  by  scholars  upon  leaving  the  school.  The  school 
j house  is  repaired  out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation,  and  is  now  in  a very 
good  state. 

The  school  appears  always  to  have  been  open  to  the  admission  of  all  boys  of 
Lancaster  and  its  neighbourhood  without  restriction,  and  previously  to  1824, 
no  payment  was  made  to  the  master  or  usher,  except  a gratuity  at  Shrovetide, 
under  the  name  of  a cock-penny  ; the  reasons  which  made  it  necessary  for  the 
corporation  to  adopt  the  system  that  all  the  scholars  should  pay  a certain  sum 
per  quarter,  are  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  it  will  be  observed, 
that  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  scliool  (exclusive  of  what 
is  contributed  gratuitously  by  the  corporation,)  are  wholly  insufficient  for  the 
support  of  a free  school. 

There  are  at  present  about  60  boys  at  the  school,  many  of  whom  are  instructed 
in  the  classics,  besides  some  additional  scholars  under  the  tuition  of  the  writing 
master  only. 

It  is  customary  for  several  members  of  the  corporation  to  visit  the  school 
three  or  four  times  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Gardyner’s  Almshouses. 

The  foundation  of  these  almshouses  is  attributed  to  an  indenture,  bearing 
date  12th  June  1485,  whereby  Ralph  Elcoke,  John  Oxcliff,  and  Ralph  Greene- 
bank,  described  as  feoffees  of  John  Gardyner,  deceased,  of  the  manor  of 
Baylrig,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  of  12  messuages,  300  acres  of  land,  100 
acres  of  meadow,  200  acres  of  pasture,  40  acres  of  wood,  and  4^.  rent,  with  the 
appurtenances  in  Baylrig,  Quermore,  Hutton,  Gressingham,  Scotforth,  Preston 
in  Amounderness,  Goosnargh,  and  Winmarleigh,  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  will  of 
John  Gardyner,  and  by  virtue  of  a licence  granted  to  them  by  King  Richard  HI, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  all  other  necessary  parties, 
founded  a chauntry,  to  consist  for  ever,  of  one  chaplain,  at  the  altar  of  the  blessed 
Virgin,  in  the  parish  church  of  Lancaster,  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  the  persons 
therein  mentioned,  the  said  chauntry  to  be  called  the  chauntry  of  John  Gardyner, 
and  the  chaplain  to  be  a body  corporate ; and  it  was  ordained,  that  the  said 
chaplain  and  his  successors  should  have  and  take  for  his  sustenance,  and  for  the 
sustenance  of  four  poor  men,  in  an  almshouse  situate  on  the  north  of  the  said 
parish  church  of  Lancaster,  and  lately  built  and  completed  by  the  said  John 
Gardyner,  the  said  manor,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  all  and  singular  the 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  pastures,  woods,  and  rents,  with  the 
profits  thereof,  so  that  each  of  such  four  poor  men  should  receive  7c?*  a week,  for 
ever,  and  that  a maid,  serving  the  said  four  poor  men  should  have  2c?.  a week, 
yearly,  by  the  hands  of  the  said  chaplain  and  his  successors,  the  same  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  manor  and  premises,  by  the  ov^ersight  of 
the  mayor  of  the  town  of  Lancaster  and  his  twelve  brethren,  for  the  time  being  : 
And  it  was  provided,  that  if  any  of  the  said  poor  should  misbehave,  and  being 
twice  or  thrice  admonished  by  the  chaplain  for  the  time  being,  should  not 
amend,  the  said  mayor  and  twelve  brethren  should  have  power  to  displace  such 
poor  person,  and  place  one  better  disposed  in  his  place  ; and  that  if  any  of  the 
said  poor  men  should  be  too  infinn  to  come  to  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin,  in  the 
church  at  Lancaster,  the  chaplain  might  perforin  mass  at  the  altar  in  the  alms- 
house : And  it  was  further  provided,  that  the  rents  and  profits  accruing  during 
such  time  as  the  chauntry  should  be  vacant  were  to  be  received  by  the  next 
chaplain,  and  applied  in  the  reparation  of  the  said  almshouse,  by  the  oversight 
of  the  mayor  and  twelve  brethren. 

No  directions  are  given  for  the  appointment  of  the  almspeople,  but  the  chap- 
lain was  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  twelve  brethren. 

There  are  adjoining  to  the  court  yard  belonging  to  the  vicarage  four  houses, 
each  containing  two  apartments,  one  above  and  one  below%  wdiich  are  called 
Gardyner’s  Almshouses.  To  these  almshouses  the  mayor  and  aldermen  appoint 
four  poor  persons  of  the  town,  men  or  women. 

The  yearly  sum  of  2/.  45.  is  paid  by  quarterly  payments,  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  corporation,  and  is  divided  equally  amongst  the  almspeople  ; and  one  of 
the  bailiffs,  who  is  called  the  bailiff  of  the  commons,  collects  rents  to  the  amount 
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of  41.  7 s.  8d.  per  annum,  from  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  about  35  different 
parcels  of  land  in  the  townships  of  Baylrig,  Quermore,  Hutton,  Gressingham,  and 
Scotforth,  which  sum  is  also  divided  amongst  the  almspeople.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  sum  of  2/.  4 s.,  paid  by  the  corporation,  is  in  respect  of  some  lands  of 
which  they  are  possessed,  in  one  or  more  of  the  above  mentioned  townships. 

There  is  no  fund  for  the  repairs  of  these  almshouses  ; but  they  are  now  in 
good  condition,  having  been  rebuilt  in  a substantial  manner  about  30  years 
ago,  by  Mr.  Richard  Postlethwaite,  who  had  a house  adjoining  thereto,  and 
when  he  rebuilt  his  own  house  at  the  period  above  mentioned,  he  found  it 
necessary  to  pull  down  and  rebuild  the  almshouses. 

Penny’s  Almshouses,  &c. 

IVilUam  Penny,  by  will,  bearing  date  2d  March  1715,  directed  that  Edmund  Penny's 
Hornby,  esquire,  Thomas  Benison,  the  elder,  and  Edward  Carter,  should,  out  n^shouses,  &c. 

of  his  personal  estate  receive  so  much  money  as  should  be  needful  to  be  laid  out 
in  erecting  an  almshouse  with  12  apartments,  for  so  many  poor  ancient,  indigent 
men  and  women,  within  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  with  a garden  plot  for  each 
apartment,  to  be  enjoyed  therewith,  and  a room  or  chapel  to  adjoin  to  the  said 
almshouse,  for  prayers  to  be  read  therein  to  the  said  poor  people,  in  such  manner 
and  of  such  dimensions  as  was  directed  in  a scheme  thereunto  affixed,  signed 
by  the  said  testator,  and  also  for  purchasing  a parcel  of  land  in  some  convenient 
place  in  Lancaster,  to  erect  the  building  upon,  and  for  gardens  for  each  of  the 
said  apartments  ; and  he  directed,  that  the  said  Edmund  Hornby  and  others, 
and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs,  should  with  all  convenient  speed,  after 
his  death,  erect  such  almshouse  and  chapel  on  the  land  so  to  be  purchased, 
as  near  the  market-place  in  the  said  town  as  conv^eniently  could  be  ; and  he 
bequeathed  the  sum  of  760/.  to  the  said  Edmund  Hornby  and  others,  to 
be  by  them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  in  trust,  to  stand  seised  thereof  to 
such  uses  as  were  therein  after  expressed ; and  he  gave  all  his  messuages,  lands 
and  tenements  in  the  town  of  Lancaster  and  Scotforth,  and  elsewhere,  whereof  he 
had  an  estate  of  inheritance,  to  the  said  Edmund  Hornby  and  others,  and  their 
heirs,  in  trust,  that  the  profits  and  yearly  income  thereof,  and  of  the  land  to 
be  purchased  with  the  said  700 1.  should  be  employed  for  the  payment  of  five 
marks  a piece  yearly,  to  12  such  poor  ancient  indigent  men,  of  and  within  the 
town  of  Lancaster,  and  for  want  of  such  men,  to  such  poor  indigent  women  of 
the  said  town  as  should  be  thought  most  proper  objects,  and  should  be  appointed 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being,  and  the  said 
Edmund  Hornby  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  and  such  other  persons  as  should, 
according  to  the  power  thereafter  given,  be  appointed  to  succeed  in  the  trust ; 
and  he  directed,  that  the  said  yearly  sum  of  five  marks  should  be  paid  to  such 
, poor  indigent  men  and  women  quarterly,  and  that  each  poor  man  that  should  be 
placed  in  the  said  intended  almshouse  should  out  of  the  said  income  have,  on 
every  25th  of  December,  as  good  a sad  coloured  gown  of  kersey,  to  be  made 
with  short  hanging  sleeves,  for  the  arms  to  come  out  about  the  elbow,  and  an 
old  fashioned  deep  cape,  as  could  be  bought  for  13  5.  4d.  ; and  if  there  should 
not  be  the  full  number  of  poor  men  in  the  said  almshouse,  that  every  poor 
woman  that  should  be  placed  therein  should,  on  every  such  25th  December, 

' have  as  good  a gown  suitable  to  her  sex,  as  could  be  bought  for  the  same  price, 
to  be  of  such  fashion  and  colour  as  his  trustees  should  think  meet ; and  he 
directed,  that,  if  the  said  yearly  income  should  extend  to  more  than  48  /.  a year 
over  the  needful  expenses  of  the  trustees  in  the  execution  of  their  trust,  the 
overplus  should  be  laid  out  by  his  trustees,  for  a fit  person  to  be  appointed  by 
them,  and  placed  to  read  and  pray  with  the  said  poor  people  in  the  said  chapel, 
at  such  times  as  they  should  appoint,  the  stipend  for  the  same  not  exceeding  the 
yearly  sum  of  4/. ; and  that  all  the  overplus  beyond  such  41.  should  be  employed 
by  his  trustees  towards  the  putting  out  of  poor  boys  of  the  town  of  Lancaster 
apprentices  to  such  trades,  and  in  such  manner  as  they  should  think  fit ; and 
he  directed,  that  the  said  Edmund  Hornby  and  others,  or  any  two  of  the  sur- 
vivors, and  the  heirs  of  such  two  survivors,  should  have  powder  to  appoint  three 
or  more  other  persons,  whom  they  should  think  fit  to  join  with  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  trust,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  the  renewM  of  the  trustees; 
and  that  if,  there  should  be  any  failure  of  the  nomination  of  persons  as  trustees, 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  the  major 
part  of  them,  should  have  power  to  perform  the  trusts  mentioned  in  his  will. 
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It  appears  from  a case  stated  for  the  opinion  of  counsel,  in  the  year  1739, 
that  the  trustees  named  in  the  will  died  without  nominating  any  persons  to  join 
with  them  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts,  that  Thomas  Benison  survived  his 
co-trustees,  and  that  the  trust  was  carried  on  by  his  son,  Thomas,  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  after  which  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Lancaster  being 
advised  that  tliere  was  an  actual  cesser  or  failure  in  carrying  on  the  trusts,  (the 
heirs  of  the  trustees,  Hornby  and  Benison,  being  minors,)  entered  upon  the 
trust  premises,  and  took  upon  themselves  the  execution  of  the  trusts ; and 
from  the  year  1739,  the  accounts  of  this  charity  have  been  kept  by  the  mayor, 
and  have  been  audited  annually  at  a meeting  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen. 


The  property  mentioned  in  the  following  rental,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  whole  which  was  derived  under  the  will  of  the  founder,  or  purchased  by 
his  trustees  : — ■ 


DESCRIPTION 

Contents, 

of 

Statute 

HOW  LET. 

PREMISES. 

Measure. 

R.  p. 


In  the  Township  of  Lancaster  : 

The  Hospital  and  Gardenl 
situate  in  King  Street  J 


A Farm,  called  Bowram 

A Field,  Dunsmore  Heath 

D®  Lower  Holme 

D’  Hill  Meadow 

A Dale  in  Head  Haw 
D"  in  Edinbreck 
D®  in  Edinbreck 
A Garden  - - - 

Assembly  Room,  King-"^ 
street  " " 'J 

A Room  under  Assembly  j 
Room  used  for  pub- 1 
lie  purposes.  Sales,  &c.  j 
and  producing  no  rent  J 
Two  Houses  and  Shop,! 

Market  Street  - -/ 

NewsRoomand  Dwelling! 

House,  King  Street  - / 
Shop  under  d“.  Market! 

Street  - - -J 

House,  King  Street 
Stable,  d“  » 

House,  d®  • 

D®  d» 

D®  d» 

A Dale  in  Edinbreck 


A Field,  called  Mandale,! 
worth  10/.  per  annum/ 


21  1 17 

2 2 35 

5-14 

4-19 

- 2 10 
1 1 28 

- - 35 


/On  agreement,  dated  5th  October  1822 
/ for  seven  years  from  14th  Feb.  1823 
f On  a parol  Agreement  for  seven  years! 
\ from  14th  February  1823  - -J 

As  yearly  tenant  ... 

/ On  a parol  Agreement  for  seven  years 
/ from  14th  February  1819 
As  yearly  tenant  .... 

D“ 

D® 

For  seven  years  from  14th  February  1819 
A'early  tenant  bound  to  do  all  except! 


2-4 


In  tks  Township  of  Scotforth: 


The  Public  House  called! 
the  Boot  and  Shoe,with  > 
a Garden  - - J 


A Farm  called  Langth-j 
waite,  including  an  .41- 
lotment  on  the  Common  j 


44  - 18 


■} 


outward  repairs 


D“ 

D® 

D® 

D® 

D® 

D® 

D® 

D» 


-/ 


This  had  been  let  up  to  1 3lh  February^ 
1825,  for  12/.  but  when  put  up  to  be 
relet  in  the  usual  course,  so  small  a rent 
was  offered,  that  it  was  thought  best  to 
keep  it  in  hand;  it  was  intended  (at  the 
timeof  our  inquiry)  tolet  the  after-grass, 
the  first  crop  having  been  sold  for  5 /. 


'On  Agreement  for  a term  which  expires! 
13th  February  1826  - - -J 


Yearly  tenant 


TEN.4NTS. 

Annual  Rents. 

£.  s.  d. 

James  Airey 

45  - - 

Robinson 

12  - - 

John  Woods  - 

21  - - 

Thomas  Maudsley  - 

l6  i6  - 

Joseph  Dockray 

5 - - 

John  Bond 

6 - - 

William  Barrow 

2 - - 

James  Jackson 

2 15  - 

Mrs.  Gibson 

1 

CO 

Edmondson  and  Co  - 

55  - - 

Subscribers 

30  - - 

John  Crane 

8 8- 

Mrs.  Dawson  - 

15  - - 

Thomas  Brown 

6 - - 

Mrs.  Overend  - 

17  - - 

W*"  Preston  , - 

9 - - 

William  Marshall 

6 - - 

William  Barrow 

2 - - 

J.  Dixon 


W“  Lambert 


£. 


21  - - 


3o  - - 


336  7 - 
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The  premises  above  mentioned  appear  to  have  been  let  at  their  full  value, 
and  the  buildings  are  stated  to  be  in  a good  state  of  repair.  The  usual  course 
of  letting  is  by  tender,  after  public  notice. 

The  hospital,  which  is  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity,  and  is 
now  in  good  condition,  consists  of  12  houses  with  a chapel,  forming  three  sides 
of  a parallelogram,  and  there  is  a garden  attached, “which  is  divided  amongst  the 
alms-people,  according  to  an  arrangement  made  amongst  themselves.  Twelve 
almsmen  are  appointed  by  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  out  of  such 
poor  persons,  settled  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  members  of  the  established 
church,  as  are  of  good  character,  and  do  not  receive  parochial  relief. 


Lancaster. 

Penny’s 

Almshouses,  &c. 
conli/iued. 

\ ^ /■ 


The  management  of  the  charity  is  conducted  by  the  mayor  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  rents  are  raised,  and  all  the  payments  made,  under  his  directions. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  expenditure  : — 


To  each  of  the  almsmen,  3/.  6 s.  Sd.  every  quarter,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  per  annum 

Each  almsman  is  provided  at  Christmas,  with  a suit  of  good 
clothes,  the  expense  of  which  amounts  on  an  average,  to  about 
[Previous  to  1815,  the  sum  of  SI.  8s.  had  been  allowed  to 
each,  in  lieu  of  clothing ; but  at  a meeting  of  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  held  in  that  year,  it  was  ordered,  that  they  should  be 
provided  with  clothing,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  4 L per 
annum,  and  the  attention  of  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  was 
particularly  requested,  to  see  that  the  money  was  laid  out  to 
advantage.] 

The  Rev.  John  Beethom,  the  master  of  the  grammar  school, 
receives  as  chaplain,  in  which  capacity  he  reads  prayers  at  the 
Almshouse  Chapel,  every  Wednesday  and  Friday,  a salary  of  - 
The  sum  of  20  s.  yearly  is  allowed  to  one  of  the  almsmen  for 
sweeping  in  front  of  the  building ; and  5 s.  yearly  is  paid  to 
another,  for  locking  up  the  almshouse  gates  in  the  evening ; 
and  the  like  sum  is  also  paid  for  washing  the  surplice  of  the 
chaplain  - 

For  the  insuiance  of  the  buildings  ------ 

For  cleaning  the  public  room  ------- 

For  a fee-farm  rent,  payable  to  the  corporation  out  of  Hill 
meadow  - 

Poor,  highway  and  church  rates,  in  1 824  - - - - - 

A rate  under  the  Act  for  paving  and  lighting  the  town,  (1824) 
Salary  to  a surveyor  for  superintending  all  repairs,  and  the  letting 
and  the  management  of  the  estate  - 
To  the  same  person  for  collecting  the  rents  - _ - - 

To  the  mayor’s  clerk  for  keeping  the  accounts  - - - - 

For  a dinner,  on  the  day  of  auditing  the  accounts,  which  is  at- 
tended by  the  mayor,  town  clerk,  aldermen  and  bailiffs,  and  the 
chaplain,  the  expense  of  which  is  on  an  average  - - _ 

For  repairs,  taken  upon  an  average  of  the  last  seven  years,  nearly  - 
In  the  year  1824,  five  apprentices  were  placed  out,  with  premiums 
of  5I.  5 s.  each,  which  with  the  expenses  of  the  indentures,  and 
some  clothes  given  to  a boy  who  was  placed  out,  amounted  to  - 
Making  a total,  w'hich  may  be  fairly  considered  as  the  average 
annual  expenditure  (exclusive  of  all  extraordinary  expenses)  £. 


£.  s. 

160  - 

44  - 


4 - 


1 10 

9 5 

2 2 

- 5 

4 13 

2 10 

5 - 
5 - 
5 5 


6 6 

70  - 


30  3 


350  - 


d. 


6 


1 

4 


6 


5 


In  1825,  there  was  paid  in  respect  of  an  assessment  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  for  the  commutation  of  the  tithe  in  the  parish 
of  Lancaster,  13^.  145.  8d.,  and  for  the  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  Lancashire 
Police  Act,  9L  15  s.  6d.}  some  expenses  are  also  incurred  occasionally  in  letting 
the  property. 

With  respect  to  the  placing  out  of  apprentices,  applications  are  made  to  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  and  if  the  child  is  of  good  character,  born  of  parents 
who  were  settled  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  of  the  established  church,  and  a 
proper  master  of  the  established  church,  is  ready  to  take  the  child,  the  sum  of 
5l.  5 s.  is  allowed  to  the  master,  for  providing  the  apprentice  with  clothing,  and 
it  is  stated,  that  the  utmost  care  is  taken  to  see  that  the  money  is  properly  ap- 
plied. No  applications  on  behalf  of  children,  qualified  as  above  mentioned, 
have  been  refused ; the  children  who  apply,  are  chiefly  those  who  have  been 
in  the  National  School.  In  the  last  seven  years,  I6  apprentices  have  been  placed. 
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out,  at  an  expense  of  80 1.  17  s.  The  indentures  are  drawn  up  by  the  town 
clerk,  and  executed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen. 

The  accounts  have  been  regularly  kept  from  the  year  1739,  and  they  are 
audited  annually,  about  Christmas,  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen.  At  the  last 
audit,  23d  December  ISS^,  there  was  a balance  of  254/.  l.s.  5.  in  favour  of  the 
charity.  An  account  is  kept  by  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  in  respect  of  this 
charity,  witli  the  banking  house  of  Dilworth  and  Co.  in  Lancaster,  who  allow 
interest  at  three  per  cent  upon  the  balance  in  their  hands,  which  is  carried  to  ' 
the  account  of  the  charity. 

Gillison’s  Almshouses. 

Anne  Gillison,  by  will,  bearing  date  19th  January  1781,  gave  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  Lancaster,  a garden  or  piece  of  land  behind  her 
stables,  abutting  on  the  south  to  Common  Garden  Street,  for  building  eight 
houses,  four  on  each  side,  with  a yard  or  flagged  court  in  the  middle,  after  the , 
form  of  Mr.  Penny’s  hospital ; and  she  gave  to  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs, 
600/.  to  be  by  them  laid  out,  under  the  inspection  and  pursuant  to  the  direction 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Lancaster,  in  the  building  of  eight  houses  on 
the  said  plot  of  ground,  for  the  reception  of  eight  destitute  unmarried  women 
of  good  character  and  behaviour,  belonging  to  the  town  of  Lancaster,  if  so 
many  should  from  time  to  time  offer  and  be  approved  of  by  the  said  mayor  and 
aldermen  ; and  in  case  a sufficient  number  of  such  unmarried  women  should  not 
offer  and  be  approved  of,  she  directed  that  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen  should 
elect  a sufficient  number  of  poor  destitute  widows  of  good  character,  belonging 
to  the  town  of  Lancaster,  to  sujiply  such  deficiency  as  often  as  occasion  should 
require  ; and  she  gave  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty,  1,000/.  to  be 
placed  at  interest  on  government  or  real  security,  or  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  the  yearly  interest  whereof  was  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  on  trust,  to  pay  eight  poor  women  so  elected,  3 /.  each  annually,  by 
quarterly  or  half  yearly  payments  ; also,  8 /.  annually,  for  eight  gowns  of  the 
same  colour,  to  be  delivered  to  each  poor  woman,  and  in  case  any  surplus  should 
arise  from  the  said  600/.  and  the  said  1,000/.  such  surplus  should  be  placed  out 
at  interest,  to  establish  a fund  for  the  future  repair  of  the  buildings,  or  the 
augmenting  the  annuities  of  the  said  poor  women,  or  for  both  of  the  said  pur- 
poses, as  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen  should  think  proper  ; and  she  empowered 
the  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  a majority  of  them,  on  account  of  rude  or  ill 
behaviour  in  any  of  the  poor  women  so  elected,  to  turn  them  out  of  the  said 
houses,  and  totally  deprive  them  of  the  charity,  and  to  elect  others  in  their 
place. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  this  charity,  which  are  audited  annually  by 
the  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  and  four  aldermen,  that  of  the  sum  of  600/.  5s.  6d. 
which  was  paid  by  the  executors  of  Mrs.  Gillison,  595/.  7s.  lid.  was  laid  out 
in  the  years  1790  and  1791  j in  the  building  of  a hospital,  consisting  of  eight 
houses,  constructed  after  the  form  of  Alderman  Penny’s  almshouses,  and  the 
residue  was  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the  charity. 

W'ith  the  legacy  of  1,000/.  given  by  the  testatrix,  1,000/.  four  per  cents  was 
purchased  in  the  names  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  Lancaster, 
and  200/.  additional  stock,  in  the  same  fund,  was  purchased  in  the  year  1822, 
with  the  amount  of  the  surplus  income  which  had  accumulated. 

The  almshouses,  which  are  now  in  good  repair,  are  occupied  by  eight 
poor  unmarried  women,  who  are  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  ; such 
persons  are  selected  as  are  of  good  character  and  are  settled  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Lancaster. 

Out  of  the  dividends  of  the  stock  above  mentioned,  amounting  annually 
since  the  reduction  of  the  interest  to  3^  per  cent,  to  42/.  to  which  is  also 
added  4/.  4^.  per  annum,  being  the  amount  of  the  dividends  arising  from  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  France,  hereafter  mentioned,  each  of  the  almswomen  receives  4/. 
a year,  by  half-yearly  payments,  and  1 /.  is  allowed  to  each  of  them  at  Christ- 
mas, for  the  purchase  of  a gown,  making  up  40/.  per  annum  ; 5 s.  is  also  paid 
annually  to  one  of  the  poor  women,  for  locking  the  hospital  gates  every  evening, 
and  15.9.  yearly  for  the  insurance  of  the  hospital ; the  residue  is  carried  to  the 
general  account  of  the  charity,  out  of  which  the  expense  of  any  repairs  that 
may  be  necessary  are  defrayed. 

At  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  on  the  23d  December  1824,  there  was 
a balance  of  27/.  13^.  3d.  in  hand  ; the  charity  account  is  kept  at  the  bank  of 

Dilworth 
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Dilworth  and  Co.  in  the  name  of  the  major  and  commonaltj,  and  interest  at  Lancaster, 
three  per  cent  is  allowed  upon  the  balances  in  their  hands.  — - 

Mrs.  France’s  Gift. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  27th  May  1818,  between  Margaret  France,  widow,  Mrs.  France’s  Gift. 

of  the  first  part ; and  Samuel  Gregson,  esq.  mayor,  and  Richard  Johnson  and  '* 

six  others,  aldermen  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  of  the  other  part ; the  said 
Margaret  France  assigned  to  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  their  successors, 
the  sum  of  300/.  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  public  funds,  and  to 
pay  the  dividends  arising  therefrom  to  her  for  her  life ; and  on  the  day  after  her 
funeral,  to  pay  20s.  a piece  to  each  of  the  inmates  of  Gillison’s  and  Penny’s 
almshouses,  and  after  payment  of  the  expenses  of  this  deed,  and  other  inci- 
dental charges  attending  the  trust,  to  transfer  two-thirds  of  the  said  funds  to 
the  trustees  of  the  dispensary  in  Lancaster ; and  as  to  the  other  third  part, 
upon  trust,  to  apply  the  dividends  towards  repairing  or  improving  the  dwelling- 
houses  belonging  or  constituting  the  hospital,  called  Gillison’s  Hospital,  at  such 
times,  and  in  such  shares,  as  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen  and  their  successors, 
should  think  proper. 

After  the  execution  of  this  deed,  the  sum  of  300/.  navy  five  per  cents,  was 
purchased  by  the  directions  of  Mrs.  France,  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  commonalty  of  Lancaster. 

The  sum  of  315/.  new  four  per  cents,  now  stands  in  the  name  of  the  corpo- 
ration ; and  it  is  stated,  that  they  have  executed  a deed  of  trust,  declaring  that 
they  are  possessed  of  the  said  stock,  as  to  two-thirds,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the 
dispensary.  Of  the  dividends,  two-thirds  are  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  dis- 
pensary, and  one-third  to  the  account  of  the  mayor  or  treasurer  for  Gillison’s 
hospital.  This  portion  of  the  dividends  not  having  been  wanted  for  the 
purpose  of  repairs,  has  been  applied,  as  already  stated,  in  aid  of  that  charity, 
generally. 

Townson’s  Almshouses. 

There  were  formerly  six  old  houses  at  the  south  end  of  Penny-street,  called  Townson’s 

Townson’s  Almshouses,  the  name  of  Townson  having  been  inscribed  upon  them,  Almshouses, 

which  were  inhabited  by  poor  persons,  but  we  could  not  ascertain  correctly 
whether  these  persons  were  placed  there  by  the  overseers,  or  by  the  mayor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  these  almshouses  were  endowed,  or  that  there  was  any 
fund  for  keeping  them  in  repair,  nor  have  we  met  with  any  document  relating 
to  them. 

About  15  years  ago,  they  were  in  a very  dilapidated  state ; and  as  they  pro- 
jected into  the  street,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  public,  the  bailiffs  were 
directed  by  the  corporation  to  purchase  the  land  at  the  south  end  of  Penny- 
street,  and  to  make  the  best  terms  they  could  with  the  then  occupiers  of  the 
old  houses ; they  were  afterwards  pulled  down,  and  the  site  was  laid  into  the 
street ; and  there  was  paid  out  of  the  corporation  funds  an  annuity  of  11^.  a 
quarter,  to  one  of  the  old  women,  who  had  lived  there,  until  she  was  afterwards 
appointed  to  one  of  Gardyner’s  almshouses. 

Sir  John  Harrison’s  Charity. 

Sir  John  Han'ison,  knight,  by  will,  bearing  date  2lst  September  1669,  gave  Sir  John  Harrison’s 
to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  100 /.  to  buy  land  there,  to  Charity, 
pay  the  poor  a yearly  revenue,  for  ever. 

This  sum  is  supposed  to  have  been  paid  by  the  executors  of  Sir  John  Har- 
rison, to  the  corporation. 

In  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  corporation,  which  commence  in  1687,  61.  was 
paid  annually  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor ; in  I716,  5 /.  was  paid,  and  the  same 
sum  has  been  continued  yearly,  as  “ Harrison’s  Legacy.” 

This  annual  sum  seems  to  have  been  improperly  applied  for  many  years  to  the 
purposes  of  the  poor’s  rate,  but  it  is  intended  to  dispose  of  it  in  future  amongst 
poor  persons  not  receiving  relief. 

Heysham’s  Charity. 

William  Hey  sham,  by  will,  bearing  date  22d  April  1725,  gave  all  his  messuages,  Heysham’s  Charity, 
lands  and  tenements,  called  the  Greaves,  situate  near  Lancaster,  in  case  he 
should  die  without  issue,  to  Mary  Miller,  for  life,  and  after  her  decease,  to  the 
corporation  of  Lancaster,  for  ever,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
should  be  applied  for  the  equal  use  and  benefit  of  such  eight  poor  men  of  and 
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inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Lancaster,  for  their  respective  lives,  as  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  the  three  senior  aldermen  for  the  time  being,  should 
appoint. 

The  estate  called  Greaves,  which  is  situate  in  the  township  of  Scotforth, 
consists  of  a dwelling-house,  barns,  and  outbuildings,  and  7<5a.  & 9p.  statute 
measure,  of  old  inclosure,  and  55  a,  2ii.  6p.  an  allotment  set  out  on  the  inclo- 
sure of  the  waste  grounds  in  Scotforth,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed 
in  1806. 

The  farm-house  and  buildings,  and  the  lands  contiguous  thereto,  containing 
82a.  & 17 P.  are  let  to  James  Hall  on  lease,  bearing  date  30th  January  1823, 
lor  the  term  of  seven  years  from  the  14th  February  then  next,  at  18H.  per  an- 
num. In  1818,  the  same  tenant  held  this  farm,  at  the  rent  of  270/.  which  was 
gradually  reduced  to  214/. ; and  in  1823,  when  the  present  lease  was  granted, 
181  /.  was  considered  a fair  rent.  The  buildings  are  in  good  tenantable  repair. 

The  residue  of  the  land  was,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  representatives  of  John  Dowbiggin,  esquire,  lately  deceased, 
who  had  held  it  as  yearly  tenant,  at  21  /.  which  is  stated  to  be  a fair  rent. 

A small  piece  of  land,  containing  about  half  an  acre,  was  taken  from  this 
estate,  for  the  formation  of  the  Lancaster  canal,  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  passed  in  1792,  and  in  respect  thereof,  the  proprietors  pay  the 
yearly  sum  of  2/.  25. 

Previous  to  I8I7,  the  accounts  of  this  charity  were  kept  by  the  town  clerk, 
but  they  are  now  kept  by  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  the  management  of 
the  property  being  under  the  directions  of  the  mayor,  recorder  and  seven 
aldermen. 

The  rents  above  mentioned,  amounting  at  the  present  time  to  204/.  25.  per 
annum,  are  subject  to  tbe  following  deductions,  viz. ; the  yearly  sum  of  1/.  85. 
for  the  insurance  of  the  farm  buildings,  and  51.  per  annum  paid  as  a salary  to 
the  land  surveyor  of  the  corporation,  for  superintending  the  estate. 

Out  of  the  clear  rents,  a quarterly  allowance  is  made  to  eight  poor  men  of 
good  character,  belonging  to  and  residing  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  not 
receiving  parochial  relief ; such  persons  being  appointed  for  their  respective 
lives,  as  vacancies  occur,  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  three  senior  aldermen. 

A certain  portion  of  the  income  is  also  retained  as  a fund,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  cost  of  repairs,  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

The  quarterly  allowances  made  to  the  old  men,  in  the  ten  years  ending  in 
December  1824,  have  been  as  follows: — 


From  April  1815,  to  July  1816  inclusive,  to  eight  poor  men,  each 
October  1816,  to  January  1817  - ditto  - - . 

April  1817  - - - - ditto  - - - 

July  1817,  to  December  1820  - ditto  . . _ 

From  January  1821,  to  June  1822,  - ditto 

September  1822,  to  March  1823  - ditto  _ - - 

June  1823,  to  December  1824  - ditto  _ - - 

Out  of  the  residue  there  has  been  paid  in  the  ten  years  above 
following  sums : — 

1815.  — Expenses  on  re-letting  the  Grieve  estate  - _ - 

Law  charges  - 

Repairs,  &c.  _ _______ 

1816.  — Proportion  of  assessment  on  the  township  for  defraying 

the  expenses  of  a suit  concerning  the  vicarial  tithes 
For  sinking  a well,  and  walling  on  the  premises 
Repairs,  &c.  - 

1817.  — Repairs,  &c.  - 

1818.  — For  a monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  William  Hey- 

sham,  in  the  church  at  Lancaster  _ 

The  Vicar’s  fee,  for  erecting  the  same  _ - _ - 

Repairs,  &c.  - 

1819.  — Repairs,  &c. 

1820.  — Repairs,  &c. 

1821.  — For  draining  and  fencing  allotment,  - _ _ _ 

Repairs,  &c.  --------- 

1822.  — Repairs,  Stc.  --------- 

1823.  — Repairs,  &c.  - 

1 824.  — Repairs,  Sec.  --------- 


£. 

s. 

d. 

8 

— 

— 

6 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

7 

5 

- 

6 

5 

- 

5 

4 

4l 

mentioned. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

4 

- 

6 

7 

2 

6 

20 

19 

4 

30 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

33 

3 

6 

45 

1 

1 

28 

1 

10 

5 

5 

- 

15 

13 

9 

19 

14 

8 

14 

12 

5 

32 

14 

6 

15 

5 

9 

26 

10 

8 

>9 

7 

7 

6 

18 

- 

And 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  27I 

And  on  the  making  up  of  these  accounts,  there  was  then  left  a balance  in  hand, 
of  141/.  75.  10</.,  there  having  been  a debt  due  to  the  town  clerk,  at  the 
commencement  of  these  accounts,  in  1815,  amounting  to  63/.  85.  7(/. 

An  account  is  kept  at  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Dilworth  and  Co.,  and  interest  at 
three  per  cent  is  allowed  upon  the  balance  in  their  hands. 

This  system  of  retaining  a considerable  portion  of  the  income  for  the  purpose 
of  repairs,  and  other  expenses,  appears  to  us  objectionable,  except  when  there 
are  peculiar  circumstances  which  render  it  evidently  expedient  for  the  preser- 
vation or  improvement  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  charity.  As  a reason 
however  for  retaining  so  large  a balance  in  this  case,  it  is  stated,  that  a consider- 
able sum  would  be  required  to  bring  the  allotment  in  the  township  of  Scot- 
forth  into  a proper  state  of  cultivation  ; but  from  the  evidence  adduced  before 
us,  it  seems  very  doubtful,  whether  if  this  expense  were  to  be  incurred,  the  land 
could  ever  be  rendered  thereby  sufficiently  productive  to  justify  such  an  ex- 
penditure. It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  out  of  this  fund  a considerable  sum 
was  expended  in  1818,  in  putting  up  a monument  to  the  memory  of  the  testator  ; 
and  we  conceive  this  expense  was  improperly  incurred,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
objects  of  the  testator’s  charity. 

Abigail  Rigby’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that  Abigail  Righy, 
by  will,  in  17<>9,  gave  for  the  prisoners  for  debt,  in  Lancaster  Castle,  a rent- 
charge  of  9.1.  per  annum,  and  a similar  rent-charge  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
widows,  not  receiving  parish  relief,  then  vested  in  the  mayor  and  vicar  of 
Lancaster. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  2d  February  I726,  between 
Bryan  Yeates,  of  the  first  part;  Edward  Heysham,  and  Margaret  Smith,  widow, 
of  the  second  part ; and  Anthony  Helme,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  a mort- 
gage, by  demise,  for  500  years,  from  the  said  Bryan  Yeates  to  the  said  Edward 
Heysham  and  Margaret  Smith,  and  that  the  said  Anthony  Helme  had  agreed  for 
the  purchase  of  the  premises,  thereinafter  mentioned,  called  Orange  Wood  and 
Langridge,  for  78/.  ; the  said  premises  were  conveyed  to  the  said  Anthony 
Helme  and  his  heirs,  yielding  and  paying  yearly  and  every  year,  to  the  mayor 
j of  Lancaster  and  his  successors,  and  the  vicar  of  Lancaster  and  his  successors, 
^ for  the  time  being  for  ever,  the  yearly  rent  of  4/.  on  the  10th  day  of  December, 
^ in  every  year,  for  such  uses,  as  by  a deed  of  trust,  granted  to  the  said  mayor 
, and  vicar  and  their  successors,  from  the  said  Bryan  Yeates,  was  expressed. 

^ The  sum  of  4/.  is  now  paid  by  Thomas  Bowes,  esquire,  as  a charge  upon 
'1  some  part  of  his  estate,  to  the  mayor  and  vicar  of  Lancaster ; 405.  is  distri- 
^Tuted  by  them  equally  amongst  40  poor  widows  on  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  and 
* the  remaining  sum  of  40  s.  is  paid  over  to  the  gaoler  of  Lancaster  Castle,  by 
i whom  it  is  disposed  of  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

Rogerson’s  Charity. 

The  particulars  of  this  gift,  by  which  the  annual  sum  of  4/.,  part  of  a rent- 
charge  of  13/.,  was  given  in  I619,  to  the  mayor  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and 
some  of  the  ancient  aldermen  thereof,  towards  relieving  with  meat  and  drink, 
the  poor  persons,  who  should  from  time  to  time  be  in  the  Castle  of  Lancaster, 
will  be  found  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Preston,  11th  Re- 
port, p.  327. 

The  annual  sum  of  4/.  has  been  regularly  paid  by  the  owner  of  “ the  Brough- 
ton Tower  Estate,”  late  the  property  of  James  Rothwell,  esquire,  deceased. 

It  has  been  received  since  1815,  by  the  gaoler  of  Lancaster  Castle,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  mayor  and  ancient  aldermen,  and  disposed  of  by  him 
with  other  money,  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

Lathom’s  Charity. 

Peter  Lathom,  of  whose  charities  the  particulars  will  be  found  under  those 
for  the  township  of  Croston,  in  a former  part  of  this  Report,  by  his  will,  dated 
2d  April  I7OO,  gave  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  so  much  land  as  200/.  w'ould 
purchase,  (which  sum  he  ordered  to  be  raised  out  of  the  profits  of  certain  pre- 
mises, given  by  him  to  trustees,)  for  the  use  of  poor  prisoners  in  Lancaster 
Castle,  according  to  the  discretion  of  such  persons  as  his  trustees  should  appoint 
to  distribute  the  same. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster, 
made  21st  September  1744,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  rents  of  certain  premises 
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in  Skelmersdale,  and  other  places,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  then  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  trustees,  should  be  applied,  in  the  first  place,  to  distribute  the 
clear  yearly  rent  of  6/.  amongst  the  poor  prisoners  in  Lancaster  Castle,  and  the 
residue  as  therein  mentioned. 

The  yearly  sum  of  6/.  is  transmitted  to  the  gaoler  of  Lancaster  Castle,  by 
the  trustees,  and  is  disposed  of  by  him  with  other  charities,  as  hereafter 
mentioned. 

Edmundson’s  Charity. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated  that  William  Edmutid- 
son,  by  will,  in  1735,  gave  50/.  which  sum,  with  9/.  more,  added  by  the  county 
treasurer,  was  laid  out  in  land,  then  producing  an  annual  rent  of  31.  i<s.,  one 
half  for  bread  to  the  prisoners  in  Lancaster  Castle,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
prisoners  in  Preston  gaol. 

The  land  supposed  to  have  been  purchased,  as  stated  in  the  returns  above- 
mentioned,  consists  of  a close  called  the  Low'  field,  in  Scotforth,  containing 
about  an  acre  of  pasture  land,  and  there  is  an  allotment,  which  was  set  out  in 
respect  of  the  said  close,  upon  the  inclosure,  containing  about  1 rood.  These 
premises  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  Isabella  Marshall,  at  61.  IO5.  per  annum, 
which  appears  to  be  a fair  rent. 

This  charity  is  considered  as  being  under  the  management  of  the  county 
treasurer;  but  as  he  has  not  been  resident  in  Lancaster  for  some  years,  the 
gaoler  has  superintended  the  management  and  letting  of  the  property.  At  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  he  intended  to  make  the  tenant  an  allowance  of  1/.,  towards 
the  expenses  she  had  incurred  in  planting  trees,  with  the  intention  of  converting 
the  principal  part  of  the  land  into  an  orchard. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  gaoler,  and  one  half  of  it  is  disposed  of  by  him 
W'ith  other  charity  money,  as  hereafter  mentioned.  The  other  half  is  transmitted 
by  him  to  the  county  treasurer,  who  pays  it  to  the  keeper  of  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection at  Preston. 

Sir  Thomas  Gerrard’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  a tablet  of  the  benefactions  to  the  debtor  prisoners  in  Lan- 
caster Castle,  that  Sir  Thomas  Gerrard,  of  Gartswood,  had  given  an  annual  sum 
of  8/.,  which  was  paid  by  Mr.  Starkie,  and  was  due  on  the  1st  of  August. 

The  yearly  sum  of  8/.  is  transmitted  to  the  gaoler,  by  the  agent  of  Sir  William 
Gerrard,  as  a charge  upon  his  property,  and  is  disposed  of  with  other  charity 
money,  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

Henrietta  Rigby’s  Charity. 

Henrietta  Rigby,  by  will,  bearing  date  5th  August  17-'l,  directed  that  her 
executrix  should  pay  into  the  hands  of  such  two  persons,  as  should  at  her  death 
be  vicar  of  the  parish  church  of  Lancaster,  and  mayor  of  the  same  town,  the 
sum  of  100/.  upon  trust,  that  they  should  lay  the  same  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  near  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  on  every  1st  of  March,  yearly,  for  ever, 
thereafter,  at  their  discretion,  distribute  and  pay  the  clear  rents  or  profits 
thereof  as  follows;  to  wit,  205.  amongst  such  four  of  the  poorest  widows, 
housekeepers,  living  w'ithin  the  town  of  Lancaster,  as  they  should  believe  to  be 
most  necessitous,  and  the  residue  equally  amongst  12  of  the  most  necessitous 
prisoners  in  the  castle,  who  should  be  known  to  be  laborious  sober  people,  and 
w'ho  should  not  lavish  their  money  and  time  in  drinking  or  gaming. 

This  legacy  is  supposed  to  have  been  paid  to  the  corporation,  and  never  to 
have  been  laid  out  in  land,  as  directed  by  the  testatrix. 

The  sum  of  4/.  is  paid  annually,  as  the  interest,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  205.  part  thereof,  is  distributed  by  the  mayor  and  the  vicar  of 
Lancaster,  about  the  month  of  June,  equally  amongst  four  poor  widows  of  the 
town,  two  of  whom  are  selected  by  the  mayor,  and  two  by  the  vicar. 

The  remaining  31.  is  disposed  of  by  the  gaoler,  with  other  charity  money. 

Previously  to  the  passing  of  the  late  Gaol  Act  (4th  Geo.  IV.  c.  C3),  the  amount 
of  the  several  charities  received  by  the  gaoler,  was  disposed  of  by  him,  amongst 
the  criminal  prisoners  and  debtors  in  Lancaster  Castle,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  donors,  in  bread  or  other  articles,  in  such  manner  as  he  thought  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  prisoners;  and  a regular  account  was  submitted  annually  to  the  mayor. 
Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  above  mentioned,  the  gaoler  has  disposed  of  these 
charities  according  to  the  directions  of  the  35th  section  of  that  Act,  which 
applies  to  such  benefactions  as  were  given  for  supplying  poor  criminal  prisoners 
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with  food  and  clothing,  and  an  account  is  rendered  to  the  magistrates,  as 
directed  by  such  Act. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  of  the  above  menticned  benefactions,  two, 
viz.  Abigail  Rigby’s  and  Sir  Thomas  Gerrard’s,  seem  to  have  been  given  exclu- 
sively to  such  prisoners  as  should  be  confined  for  debt,  and  we  apprehend,  that 
attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  this  distinction. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  BLEASDALE. 

Christopher  Parkinson’s  Charity. 

Christopher  Parkinson,  by  will,  dated  8th  July  1702,  devised  a moiety  of 
a messuage  or  dwelling-house  at  Hazlehurst,  in  Bleasdale,  with  the  parcels  of 
building  thereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  the  moiety  of  the  turf-house,  stable, 
cow-house,  barn,  the  Admarsh  barn,  with  the  orchards  and  garden  thereto 
belonging,  and  several  closes  of  land,  therein  particular!}’-  named,  containing  32 
acres,  or  thereabouts,  with  the  moiety  of  the  mosses,  sheep-gates,  and  waste 
grounds  thereto  belonging,  and  also  the  moiety  of  the  middlemost  meadow, 
and  the  furthest  pasture,  to  Richard  Parkinson,  Richard  Farren,  and  William 
Parkinson,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  during  the  life  of  his  wife,  to  pay 
one  half  of  the  rents  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  after  her  death  to  pay 
the  yearly  sum  of  4.4.  to  the  preaching  minister  who  should  officiate  monthly 
at  the  chapel  at  Admarsh,  and  the  residue  of  the  clear  rents  and  profits  to  such 
schoolmaster  as  they  should  think  fit  to  teach  the  children  of  any  person  or 
persons  of  any  township  whatsoever,  as  they  should  think  fit  to  send  their  chil- 
dren thither  to  be  taught,  which  schoolmaster  should  from  time  to  time  teach 
the  said  scholars  at  Admarsh  chapel,  or  as  near  thereto  as  conveniently  might 
be  ; and  reciting,  that  he  had  two  several  mortgages,  the  one  upon  James 
Parkinson’s  land,  at  Blindhurst,  redeemable  upon  the  payment  of  100/.  with 
interest,  and  the  other  upon  Edward  Parkinson’s  lands,  at  Hazlehurst,  for  60/. 
and  interest,  he  disposed  thereof  as  follows : He  gave  20  s.  to  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being,  equally  amongst  them,  over  and  above  reasonable  charges  in  the 
execution  of  the  trusts ; and  he  directed,  that  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster 
at  Admarsh,  accruing  out  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  at  Hazlehurst,  should  be 
advanced  (if  it  fell  short)  to  the  sum  of  6/.  out  of  the  interest  aforesaid;  and 
he  directed,  that  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  the  said  salary  should  be  advanced 
to  10/.  and  so  should  continue  for  ever  yearly  payable  to  the  said  schoolmaster  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  land,  and  the  interest  of 
the  mortgage  money  charged  on  the  lands  at  Hazlehurst  and  Blindliurst,  he  gave 
to  the  poor  of  Bleasdale,  for  ever,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  discretion 
of  his  trustees  for  the  time  being,  whether  in  putting  forth  apprentices,  buying 
clothes,  books,  or  to  be  given  in  money  or  otherwise  howsoever ; and  he  directed, 
that  when  any  of  the  trustees  should  happen  to  die,  the  survivors  or  survivor 
should  elect  others,  so  as  to  make  up  their  number  to  be  three  such  like  Pro- 
testant trustees  ; and  that  for  want  of  such  election,  the  ablest  people  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bleasdale  should  make  election,  so  as  to  keep  up  the  said  number  ; 
and  after  leaving  several  pecuniary  legacies,  he  directed,  that  the  remainder  of  his 
personal  estate  should  be  put  forth,  and  that  the  yearly  interest  should  be  given 
to  such  of  the  scholars  as  should  learn  at  the  aforesaid  school,  who  should  be 
inhabitants  within  Bleasdale,  or  to  such  poor  people  within  Bleasdale  as  his 
executrix,  with  the  aforesaid  trustees,  should  think  meet  and  convenient,  and 
he  appointed  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  his  executrix. 

New  trustees  have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time  ; and  by  indentures  of 
lease  and  release,  bearing  date  4th  and  5th  August  1824,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Parkinson  and  Richard  Atkinson,  the  then  surviving  trustees,  conveyed  to 
Edmund  Grimshaw,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Robert  Parkinson,  Richard  Atkinson, 
and  Andrew  Parkinson,  and  their  heirs,  the  following  premises  ; a close  whereon 
a dwelling-house  formerly  stood,  and  a moiety  of  a garden,  situate  at  Hazle- 
hurst fold,  in  Bleasdale,  and  several  closes  of  land  in  Bleasdale,  known  by  the 
several  names  therein  mentioned,  and  the  Allotments  and  a dwelling-house,  with 
a garden  thereunto  belonging,  at  Admarsh  barn,  and  the  several  closes  there, 
known  by  the  names  therein  mentioned,  all  which  premises  contained,  in  the 
whole,  69  a.  & 30  p.  customary  measure,  with  the  right  of  common  and  other 
appurtenances  thereunto  belonging. 

The  real  estate  devised  by  the  testator,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  thetrus- 
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tees,  under  the  conveyance  above  abstracted,  consists  of  69  a.  & 30 p.  customary 
measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  at  Hazlehurst  and  Admarsh,  in  the  township 
of  Bleasdale,  with  a good  farm-house  at  Admarsh,  and  two  substantial  barns, 
and  a right  of  common  on  the  adjoining  fields. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Parkinson,  who  w'as  appointed  a trustee  in  1794,  has 
since  that  period  had  the  principal  management  of  this  charity.  Soon  after  his 
appointment,  he  found  it  necessary  to  raise  a fund  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
buildings  into  repair,  which  were  then  in  a very  dilapidated  state,  and  in  1814, 
the  farm-house  was  rebuilt,  and  two  new  barns  erected,  one  at  Admarsh,  and 
one  on  the  other  side  of  the  estate.  These  improvements  were  done  in  a sub- 
stantial manner,  and  cost  upwards  of  250/.  The  estate  was  exonerated  from 
land-tax,  as  charity  property,  in  1799. 

The  premises  above  mentioned,  together  with  a stock  of  62  sheep,  are  let  to 
John  Parkinson  and  Richard  Parkinson,  as  joint  tenants,  on  lease,  bearing  date 
1st  December  1824,  for  a term  of  11  years  from  the  14th  February  1825,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  52/.,  and  the  lessees  thereby  covenanted,  that  if  the  trustees 
should,  during  the  four  first  years  of  the  term,  drain  the  lands  called  the  Allot- 
ments, and  the  Farmost  pasture,  they  would  fetch  all  the  stones  required  for 
such  drains,  at  three-pence  a rood,  and  manure  the  same  afterwards,  with  proper 
lime,  under  a penalty  of  10/.  per  acre.  In  pursuance  of  this  covenant,  the 
trustees  have  already  expended  about  30/.,  and  if  they  proceed  with  draining  the 
whole  of  the  lands  above  mentioned,  about  40/.  or  50/.  more  will  be  required 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  stated,  that  the  land  will  be  very  much  improved  by  this 
expense.  The  above  mentioned  letting  was  by  tender. 


From  a paper  in  the  possession  of  the  trustees,  dated  23d  September  1765, 
the  charity  appears  to  have  been  possessed  at  that  period  of  the  following  per- 
sonal property,  which  was  probably  the  produce  of  the  residuary  personal 
estate  of  the  testator,  including  the  tw’o  sums  of  100/.  and  60/.  particularly 
mentioned  in  his  whll  as  being  lent  out  on  mortgage : — 


Secured  by  mortgage  upon  Robert  Bayliffe’s  lands,  in 
Goosnargh  --------- 

In  the  hands  of  Richard  Whitehead,  one  of  the  trustees  - 
In  the  hands  of  Thomas  Singleton,  one  of  the  trustees 


£.  s.  d. 
300  - - 
70  - - 
5 - - 


£. 


375  - 


The  last  mentioned  sum  of  5 /.  is  stated  to  have  been  lost,  many  years  ago. 
The  sum  of  370  /.  appears  to  have  been  j^aid  in,  and  lent  out  again,  on  personal 
security,  at  different  times.  By  the  savings  of  income,  this  sum  was  subse- 
quently increased;  and  in  1813,  there  was  a sum  of  400/.  placed  out,  and 
bearing  interest  at  4^  per  cent,  and  a balance  of  65  /.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Par- 
kinson, who  kept  the  accounts,  and  for  which  he  allowed  interest,  at  four  per 
cent ; the  amount  of  the  balance  was  afterwards  reduced  by  the  expenses 
incurred  in  building  on  the  farm,  as  above  mentioned.  There  is  now  260/. 
belonging  to  the  charity,  which  was  lent  to  the  township  of  Alston,  towards 
building  a workhouse,  and  as  a security  for  it,  Seth  Eccles,  sen.  and  Williani 
Buck,  esquire,  gave  the  trustees  a promissory  note,  dated  October  11th,  1821, 
for  the  amount,  with  interest  at  4/.  15  5.  per  cent;  the  interest  has  since  been 
reduced,  by  agreement,  to  4/.  10  5.  per  cent.  There  was  also,  at  the  making  up 
of  the  accounts,  in  March  1825,  a balance  of  45/.  18  5.  10  c/.  in  the  bank  at 
Preston,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  R.  Parkinson,  with  his  own  money, 
and  Mr.  Parkinson  gives  the  charity  credit  every  year  for  the  interest  allowed 
by  the  bankers,  on  the  amount  of  the  balance  which  has  been  due  to  the  charity 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  income  of  the  charity,  derived  from  the  sources  above  mentioned,  amounts 
at  the  present  time  to  63  /.  14  5.,  exclusive  of  the  interest  accruing  on  the  balance 
in  the  Preston  bank. 

Out  of  this  income  there  is  paid  to  the  minister  of  Admarsh  chapel,  the  fol- 
lowing sums: — 
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£. 

s. 

d. 
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4 



_ 
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His  salary,  as  schoolmaster  ------ 

10 

- 

— 

Parkinson’s 

A further  allowance  to  him  as  schoolmaster,  made  under  the 
discretionary  power  vested  in  the  trustees  - - _ 

10 

16 

1 1 
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There  is  also  paid  to  him  a further  sum,  the  origin  of  which 
is  not  known,  but  which  is  entered  in  the  account,  as 
“ Interest  of  other  monies  ” - 

1 

3 

1 

V 

£. 

26 

- 

- 

There  is  also  retained  by  the  trustees,  for  the  allowance  made  to  them  by 
the  testator,  1/. 

Books  are  sometimes  purchased  for  the  children  in  the  school,  and  appren- 
tices have  been  occasionally  placed  out;  but  in  the  last  20  years,  two  appren- 
tices only  have  been  placed  out,  one  with  a premium  of  8/.,  and  the  other 
of  7/- 

The  residue  of  the  income  (a  sufficient  sum  having  been  set  apart  to  meet 
any  extraordinary  expenses  which  are  likely  to  be  incurred)  is  distributed 
amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Bleasdale,  who  are  appointed  by  the 
rustees,  with  the  assistance  of  the  overseer,  and  some  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, in  sums  varying  from  IO5.  to  305. 

The  incumbent  of  the  chapel  of  Admarsh,  in  respect  of  the  salary  he  receives 
as  schoolmaster,  to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by  the  trustees,  keeps  school 
in  a building  at  the  end  of  the  chapel ; he  takes  all  children  who  apply  to 
him,  boys  and  girls,  to  whatever  township  or  parish  they  may  belong,  without 
any  payment,  except  a trifling  gratuity  at  Christmas  and  Shrovetide  ; the 
number  of  scholars  varies  according  to  the  time  of  year,  but  seldom  exceeds 
30 ; they  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  and  mathematics  and  the 
classics,  if  required. 

Blackburn’s  Charity. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  Richard  Black-  Blackburn's 

burn,  by  will,  in  17'13,  gave  501.  to  the  poor  of  Bleasdale,  then  vested  in  John  Charity. 
Lawson.  This  sum  is  mentioned  in  the  paper  to  which  we  have  alluded  in 
the  account  of  the  preceding  charity,  dated  23d  September  176«5,  as  having 
been  at  that  period  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Lawson  of  Lancaster. 

The  interest,  amounting  to  2/.  5s.  per  annum,  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Lancaster,  as  agent  of  A.  R.  Ford,  esquire,  who  succeeded  to  some  property 
derived  from  the  Lawsons,  and  the  amount  is  distributed  by  him  every  two 
years,  amongst  poor  persons  of  this  township. 

w ■ Thomas  Parkinson’s  Charity. 

■ " There  is  also  mentioned  in  the  same  paper,  a sum  of  10/.  then  stated  to  be  ThomasParkinson's 

H in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Parkinson,  which  sum,  as  it  appears  by  the  returns  Charity. 

■ made  to  Parliament  in  1736,  was  a legacy  given  to  the  poor  of  Bleasdale,  by 
I the  will  of  Thomas  Parkinson,  in  1728,  and  then  produced  95.  per  annum. 

The  interest  on  this  sum  was  distributed  by  the  said  Henry  Parkinson  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  about  1794.  His  personal  estate  then  came  to  his  two 
daughters,  one  of  whom  married  John  Garner,  of  Crookhall,  in  the  parish  of 
Cockerham,  and  the  other  married  William  Taylor,  of  Borwick. 

Up  to  I8I7,  45.  Qd.  yearly,  as  the  interest  on  one  moiety  of  the  above- 

mentioned  sum,  was  paid  latterly  by  William,  the  son  of  John  Garner,  above  men- 

tioned, who  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Christopher  Parkinson’s  charity.  In  1817 
William  Garner  died,  leaving  no  personal  property.  With  respect  to  the  other 
moiety,  no  interest  appears  to  have  been  paid  since  1794. 

Brabin’s  Dole. 

An  account  of  Brabin’s  charities,  to  a share  of  which  this  township  is  en-  Brabin’s  Dole. 

. titled,  will  be  found  in  a former  part  of  this  Report,  amongst  those  for  the 
parish  of  Chipping. 

The  sum  of  1/.  3s.  9 Id.  has  hitherto  been  transmitted  to  the  overseer  of 
this  township  ; but  we  have  already  stated,  that  we  apprehend  a new  apportion- 
ment ought  to  take  place.  The  sum  above  mentioned  has  been  distributed 
under  the  name  of  Brabin’s  dole,  amongst  poor  persons  of  Bleasdale,  in  sums 
varying  from  I5.  to  25.  6 d. 
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By  indenture,  dated  29th  June  1722,  Joseph  Newsham,  Thomas  Whalley, 
and  James  Whalley  (in  consideration  of  100/.  paid  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Peploe, 
whereof  SO/,  was  given  by  the  will  of  John  Hatch  of  Preston,  for  the  use  of  the 
new  school,  then  lately  erected  within  Cadeley,  and  10/.  more  thereof  was 
money  theretofore  given,  the  interest  or  produce  thereof  to  be  laid  out  monthly 
in  bread,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  communicants  on  each  sacrament 
day,  in  the  parish  church  of  Preston,  and  the  remaining  10/.  was  the  proper 
money  of  the  said  Samuel  Peploe),  conveyed  to  the  said  Samuel  Peploe,  vicar  of 
Preston,  and  William  Charnley,  curate  of  Broughton,  in  the  parish  of  Preston, 
and  their  successors  respectively,  for  ever,  two  closes  of  land  called  the  Higher 
Wood  Field,  and  the  Lower  Wood,  containing  by  estimation,  five  acres,  lying 
in  Whittingham,  and  being  a part  of  a tenement  there  called  Norshaw,  upon 
trust,  that  the  said  vicar  and  curate  for  the  time  being  should  apply  eight  parts 
out  often  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  premises,  to  the  use  and  augmentation 
of  the  said  school,  in  Cadele}'',  one  part  in  ten  for  the  buying  bread,  to  be 
distributed  monthly,  by  the  vicar  of  Preston  for  the  time  being,  amongst  the 
poor  communicants,  at  the  parish  church  of  Preston,  and  the  remaining  tenth 
part  to  the  said  Samuel  Peploe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

By  an  order  of  council  of  the  corporation  of  Preston,  made  7th  July  I707,  re- 
citing, that  it  had  been  represented  by  Mr.  Peploe,  vicar  of  Preston,  that  John 
Hatch  had  given  a considerable  legacy,  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  the  township  of  Cadeley  and  Fulwood,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Mr.  Peploe 
and  the  rest  of  the  trustees  named,  should  think  fit,  and  that  they  had  thought 
it  most  proper  to  be  laid  out  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  for  the 
teaching  and  instructing  poor  children  within  the  said  township  to  read,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  erect  a school-house  for  that  purpose  in  Cadeley,  and 
that  it  was  therefore  prayed,  that  the  corporation  would  give  their  consent  to 
the  setting  forth  and  inclosing  a convenient  quantity  of  ground,  on  Cadeley 
moor,  upon  which  the  burgesses  of  Preston  had  a right  of  common,  for  the 
building  of  a school-house  and  school-yard  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  consent  of  the  corporation  should  be  given  accordingly  ; and 
it  was  thereby  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  borough  referred  to  Mr.  Peploe,  to  set 
out  and  inclose  a convenient  piece  of  ground  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  inclosure  of  the  common  lands  in  this  township,  the  commissioners, 
by  their  award,  set  out  to  the  trustees  of  Fulwood  school,  and  their  successors, 
in  respect  of  their  ancient  inclosed  lands  in  Fulwood,  an  allotment  on  Cadeley 
moor,  marked  on  the  plan  with  the  No.  62,  and  containing  1r.  30p. 

There  is  a school  and  a house  for  the  residence  of  the  master  on  Cadeley 
moor,  and  adjoining  thereto  is  a croft  and  three  small  parcels  of  land,  used  as 
gardens,  which  apjmar  to  have  been  ancient  encroachments  on  the  common, 
containing,  in  the  whole,  1a.  3 u.  12p.  statute  measure. 

These  premises,  with  allotments  set  out  on  the  inclosure,  are  stated  to  be 
worth  about  10/.  a year,  and  are  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  except  that 
occasionally  he  lets  part  of  the  land  in  small  parcels,  as  he  finds  it  convenient. 

The  land  at  Norshaw'  consists  of  about  fve  acres,  and  adjoins  other  lands 
belonging  to  the  incumbent  of  Grimsargh  chapel.  The  whole  of  these  lands 
are  let  together  as  one  farm,  by  the  incumbent  of  Grimsargh  chapel,  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  rent  is  paid  over  to  the  schoolmaster,  on  account  of  the  land  pur- 
chased in  1722,  which  is  stated  to  be  of  the  same  quality  as  the  other  part  of 
the  farm,  but  upon  the  land  belonging  to  the  chapel  there  is  a farm  house.  Of 
this  portion  of  the  rent,  one-fifth  is  paid  by  the  schoolmaster  to  the  vicar  f 
Preston,  to  be  distributed  in  bread,  in  respect  of  the  10/.  given  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  10/.  advanced  towards  the  purchase  by  Mr.  Peploe.  This  farm  is  now 
let  to  Richard  Gradwell,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  551.  per  annum,  which  appears 
upon  inquiry  to  be  a fair  rent,  though  the  value  has  been  estimated  consider- 
ably higher,  the  proportion  of  the  rent  therefore,  received  by  the  schoolmaster 
for  his  own  use,  is  at  present  8/.  I65. 

Besides  the  land  above  mentioned,  there  was  a sum  of  15/.  in  the  hands  of 
the  late  Mr.  John  Lowe,  who  acted  as  one  of  the  trustees  for  Cadeley  school. 
It  is  not  known  how  this  arose,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  residue  of 
a gift  of  20/.,  51.  thereof  having  been  laid  out  in  repairing  the  school.  The  said 

John 
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John  Lowe  bequeathed  his  personal  property,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
liis  debts,  to  Thomas  Myerscough,  who  consequently  became  responsible  for 
this  15/.  Application  has  been  made  to  him,  in  order  to  defray  a debt,  in- 
curred for  converting  part  of  the  old  school  into  a dwelling-house,  the  amount 
of  which  was  S9/.  IO5.  10c/.,  and  which  sum  was  paid  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  upon 
an  understanding,  that  he  was  to  be  repaid  by  the  receipt  of  this  15/.  and  by  a 
subscription  amongst  the  land-holders,  the  alteration  having  been  undertaken 
with  their  approbation.  Mr.  Myerscough  has  however  objected  to  paying  the 
money  under  various  pretences  ; he  now  claims  it  as  a set-off  against  a private 
account,  which  he  states  to  be  due  to  him  from  Mr.  Hunter,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances above  mentioned,  it  seems  that  this  must  be  considered  as  a debt 
due  to  Mr.  Hunter,  and  that  the  settlement  of  it  is  immaterial,  as  far  as  the 
charity  is  concerned. 

In  respect  of  the  emoluments  of  the  schoolmaster  derived  from  the  sources 
above  mentioned,  no  children  appear  ever  to  have  been  taught  free;  the  school 
is  considered  as  being  open  to  all  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  township  for  instruc- 
tion, in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  but  for  such  instruction  the  master  has 
made  his  own  charge. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  at  a meeting  of  the  land-owners,  in 
March  1825.  No  terms  were  made  with  him  as  to  the  amount  of  the  quarter- 
age, and  he  accordingly  fixed  his  own  terms.  In  the  time  of  the  late  master, 
the  number  of  the  scholars  had  been  very  much  reduced.  There  were  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  twenty-five  children  in  the  school. 

The  vicar  of  Preston,  and  the  incumbent  of  the  chapel  of  Broughton,  in 
whom  the  land  at  Norshaw  is  vested,  appear  never  to  have  acted  as  trustees  on 
behalf  of  the  school.  There  were  formerly  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ship who  acted  in  that  capacity,  but  there  are  none  at  the  present  time.  It  seems, 
however  very  desirable,  that  the  inhabitants  should  appoint  some  persons  to 
superintend  the  management  of  the  school. 


Cadeley  and 
Fulwood. 

School, 

continued. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  CATON  AND  LITTLEDALE. 

School. 

John  Dohson^  by  his  will,  as  appears  by  an  entry  in  an  old  township  book,  pur- 
porting to  be  an  extract  thereof,  directed  his  executor  to  pay  into  the  hands  of 
four  principal  inhabitants,  or  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Caton,  the  sum  of  10/.  so 
that  the  interest  thereof  might  be  yearly  employed  for  ever,  for  and  towards  the 
repairing  of  a school-house,  lately  built  in  Caton  ; and  he  also  gave  to  four  other 
principal  inhabitants,  or  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Caton,  10/.  the  interest 
thereof  to  be  by  them  yearly  paid  to  any  scrivener,  who  should  teach  writing 
and  accounts  to  the  poor  boys,  at  the  said  school.  He  also  gave  to  the  poor  of 
Caton,  51.  to  be  paid  to  the  overseers  for  the  time  being,  and  by  them  to  be  put 
out  at  interest,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  poor. 

At  the  foot  of  this  extract  there  is  added  the  following  note  : — 

“The  payment  of  these  legacies  has  been  made,  the  14th  day  of  April  1731, 
by  me,  Thomas  Dobson,  executor  to  the  said  will,  into  the  hands  of  John 
Hodgson  and  John  Dobson,  present  officers  in  Caton.’* 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  17th  February  1736,  Thomas  Hodg- 
son, in  consideration  of  22  /.  conveyed  the  moiety  of  a meadow  in  Over  Brook- 
house  Holme,  in  Caton,  called  the  Wet  Meadow,  containing  by  estimation, 
one  acre,  to  Thomas  Turner,  of  Caton,  and  his  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  apply  the 
rents  and  profits,  for  such  uses  as  were  declared  and  appointed,  concerning 
a sum  of  20/.  given  by  the  will  of  John  Dobson. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  subsequent  conveyance  has  taken  place ; but 
persons  have  been  nominated  from  time  to  time  to  act  as  trustees  for  the  school ; 
the  present  acting  trustees,  are  William  Lawddand,  and  William  Turner,  the 
grandson  of  the  party  to  the  deed  of  feoffment  above  abstracted. 

The  land  supposed  to  have  been  purchased,  as  above  mentioned,  contains 
about  three  roods,  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  and  is 
called  the  Wet  meadow.  The  premises  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas 
Shackleton,  the  schoolmaster,  to  whom  they  were  let  by  public  tender,  for  a 
term  of  three  years  from  Candlemas  1824,  by  the  persons  acting  as  trustees,  at 
the  rent  of  4/.  IO5.  which  is  paid  to  the  trustees. 

A few  years  ago,  an  allotment  was  set  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  which 
Rep.  15.  N n lies 
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Caton  and 
Littiedale. 

School, 

continued. 


lies  undivided  from  two  other  allotments,  one  of  which  was  set  out  in  respect 
of  the  poor’s  land,  and  the  other  in  respect  of  the  church-yard.  These  allot- 
ments contain  nearly  two  statute  acres,  one  half  of  which  belongs  to  the  poor, 
one  third  to  the  school,  and  the  residue,  one  sixth,  to  the  church.  The  out- 
ward fences  w'ere  completed  about  five  years  ago,  and  since  that  period,  it  has 
been  let  only  for  two  years,  at  15  5.  per  annum  ; except  in  those  two  years,  the 
land  has  been  untenanted,  11 5.  only  having  been  offered  for  it,  which  the  church- 
warden refused  to  take.  The  rent  for  the  two  years  above  mentioned,  had  not 
been  paid  to  the  churchwardens  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825, 

Though  the  value  of  the  school  allotment  is  very  trifling,  we  conceive  that 
the  remissness  of  the  trustees  and  churchwardens  in  letting  the  land,  and  col- 
lecting the  rents,  is  not  on  that  account  excusable. 

In  the  township  book,  above  mentioned,  there  is  an  entry,  dated  February 
1768,  stating,  that  a legacy  of  47/.  75.  ^)\d.  was  left  to  the  school  of  Caton,  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Taylor  j and  that  IMichael  Jones,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  John 
Turner,  were  the  trustees  appointed  for  the  care  thereof. 

This  sum  was  placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  person  in  whose  hands  it  was, 
previously  to  1800,  became  insolvent,  and  the  arrears  of  interest  for  12  years 
were  lost.  The  principal  sum  was  then  paid,  and  there  is  entered  in  the  town- 
ship book,  under  the  date  of  13th  February,  a copy  of  the  note  then  given  by 
William  Turner,  in  whose  hands  the  money  was  placed,  whereby  he  promised 
to  pay  to  William  Lawkland  and  John  Hodgson,  47 /.  7.5.  9 with  lawful 
interest,  (the  same  having  been  left  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Taylor  to  Caton 
school)  ; and  it  is  there  stated,  that  at  the  same  time,  the  said  William  Taylor, 
John  Hodgson,  since  deceased,  and  William  Lawkland,  discharged  Robert 
Ball,  William  Parkinson,  and  Michael  Jones,  from  their  trust,  and  took  it  upon 
themselves. 

This  money  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  William  Turner;  and  at  the  time  of 
our  inquiry,  August  1825,  there  was  due  in  respect  of  the  interest,  at  47 5.  per 
annum,  the  sum  of  12/.  4 5. 

This  sum  is  due  to  Mr.  William  Lawkland,  who  has  had  the  principal  manage- 
ment of  the  school,  and  has  advanced  money  from  time  to  time,  on  account 
thereof.  Since  1805,  he  has  expended  101/.  14  5.  in  payments  for 

the  education  of  poor  children,  and  in  the  repairs  of  the  school,  and  fencing 
the  allotments  above  mentioned,  and  has  received  96/.  17^.  10c/.,  so  that  there 
is  due  to  him  a balance  of  4/.  17 O^d. 

There  is  a building  at  one  end  of  the  church-yard,  containing  two  rooms; 
one  above,  in  which  girls  are  taught  by  a school-mistress,  and  one  below,  used 
by  the  school-master  for  the  instruction  of  boys.  It  is  not  known  when  this 
school  was  built. 

The  master  and  mistress  are  appointed  by  the  trustees  ; they  receive  no  other 
salary,  except  the  sum  of  2/.  a year  each,  from  the  rent  of  the  Wet  meadow, 
the  residue  of  the  income  having  been  applied  of  late  years,  towards  the  ex- 
penses of  repairs,  and  fencing  the  allotment.  All  the  children  pay  a quarterage, 
except  two  boys  and  two  girls,  who  are  appointed  to  be  taught  free  by  the 
trustees,  in  respect  of  Dobson’s  gift.  The  master  has  about  25  boys  in  the 
school,  who  are  taught  reading  and  writing,  and  the  mistress  has  about  35  girls, 
who  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  needle-work. 


Poor’s  Land. 

Poor’s  Laud.  It  appears  from  entries  in  one  of  the  township  books,  that  the  sum  of  20/. 

was  left  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  by  the  will  of  Edvi'ard  Fincham,  previously 
to  the  year  1724.  There  are  no  documents  in  the  township,  to  show  how  this 
money  was  disposed  of;  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  was  laid  out  in  or  towards 
the  purchase  of  a piece  of  land  now  belonging  to  the  poor,  and  called  the 
Poor’s  Land. 

This  land  consists  of  2 a.  & 8 p.,  customary  measure  of  7 yards  to  the  perch, 
and  forms  part  of  a large  tract  of  land,  called  the  Common  Holme,  which 
belongs  to  different  proprietors,  and  is  used  as  meadow  ground,  being  shut  up 
from  March  until  the  time  of  the  hay  harvest.  The  lot  belonging  to  the  poor 
is  let,  according  to  the  common  course,  every  year,  in  June,  to  the  highest 
bidder.  In  1825,  it  was  let  to  Stephen  Coiilthat,  for  10/.  10  5.,  but  in  some 
years  the  rent  has  been  considerably  higher. 

The  amount  of  the  rent  is  distributed  at  two  periods  of  the  year,  Christmas 
and  Easter,  by  the  chapelwardens,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  of 

Caton 
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Caton  and  Littledale,  not  receiving  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  1 5.  to  3 5.  6 d.  Caton  and 

An  account  of  the  distribution,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  receiving  the  Littledale. 

money,  are  entered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose.  Poor^Land 

We  have  already  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  school,  a small  allotment  set  amthmed. 

out  in  respect  of  this  land,  but  from  which  no  benefit  has  hitherto  been  ' 

derived. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  GRESSINGHAM. 


Gifts  of  Chippendale  and  others. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  1786,  it  is  stated,  thditjohn  Chippendale^ 
in  1715,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  land  then  vested  in  Richard  Denny, 
and  producing  10^.  a year. 

This  yearly  sum  of  10.y.  is  paid  to  the  overseer  of  Gressingham,  by  Mr. 
Richard  Herst,  in  respect  of  afield  in  Gressingham,  called  Fawcett’s  wife’s  close, 
which  he  holds  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of  Richard  Denny. 

The  yearly  sum  of  45.  is  also  paid  to  the  overseer  by  Mr.  Richard  Herst,  as 
a rent-charge,  given  by  some  person  unknown,  and  issuing  out  of  a cottage, 
garden  and  croft,  in  Gressingham.  Similar  payments  are  also  made  to  the 
parish  of  Halton  with  Aughton,  and  the  township  of  Farleton,  in  the  parish  of 
Melling. 

There  is  also  paid  to  the  overseer,  from  a parcel  of  ground  called  Moorgarth, 
the  property  of  Mr.  John  Geldart,  the  yearly  sum  of  5 s.,  supposed  to  have  been 
the  gift  of  Richard  Denny. 

And  from  an  estate  called  Borrands,  now  belonging  to  Mrs.  Kew,  for  en- 
croachments made  on  the  common,  two  several  sums  of  7 s.  and  5 s. 

And  the  further  sum  of  55.  a year  is  paid  out  of  the  overseer’s  book,  in 
respect  of  5 /.,  which  it  is  understood  remained  out  of  some  monies  raised  for 
re-casting  the  chapel  bell,  in  1740,  and  was  carried  to  the  towmship  account. 

All  these  sums,  amounting  to  36  5.  per  annum,  are  distributed  publicly  by 
the  overseer,  on  the  27th  December,  amongst  nine  or  ten  poor  persons  of  the 
township,  principally  housekeepers  and  persons  not  receiving  relief,  in  sums 
varying  from  25.  to  5s. 


Gressingham. 

Gifts  of 
Chippendale 
and  other*. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  HEaTON  WITH  OXCLIFFE. 

West’s  Charity. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  it  is  stated  that JVest 

gave  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  not  receiving  relief,  50/.,  then  vested  in 
Mr.  Hargreaves,  and  producing  2/.  per  annum. 

The  sum  of  50/.  appears  to  be  now  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Lawson,  esquire, 
as  the  yearly  sum  of  2 /.  is  paid  by  his  agent,  Mr.  William  Hall,  of  Lancaster, 
to  the  overseer  of  Heaton  with  Oxcliffe  *,  the  amount  is  distributed  amongst 
such  poor  persons,  as  the  overseer  with  the  principal  inhabitants,  selects,  in 
sums  varying  from  25.  to  5s. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  OVERTON. 


Troughton’s  Charity. 

John  Troiighton,  by  will,  bearing  date  28th  April  1729,  gave  to  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  Overton,  SI.  per  annum  ; and  he  directed,  that  such  of  them 
as  had  any  weekly  pension  should  have  no  benefit  from  the  same ; and  he 
appointed  Robert  Wilson,  Richard  Bagott,  junior,  and  Thomas  Dugdale,  his 
executors,  to  whom  he  gave  all  his  estate  and  effects,  real  and  personal,  inclu- 
ding a house,  barn,  outhouses  and  land  thereto  belonging,  at  Colliwell,  a house, 
barn,  outhouses  and  land  thereto  belonging,  at  Overton,  and  a house,  barn, 
outhouse  and  land  thereto  belonging,  at  Heysham,  charged  with  all  his  debts, 
legacies  and  funeral  expenses. 

The  above  mentioned  annuity  is  now  paid  by  the  following  persons,  pro- 
prietors of  lands  in  Overton,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  testator : — 


Thomas  Caton 
William  Masheter 
Henry  Edmonson 
Richard  Bee 
Richard  Thompson 
Mr.  Redder 


£ s.  d. 

1 3 6 

- 17  - 

- 10  6 

- 4 - 

- 3 - 

- ‘2  - 


£. 


3 


Heaton- with- 
O.xcliflFe. 

West’s  Charity. 
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Overton.  whole  amount  is  received  by  the  curate  of  the  chapel  of  Overton,  and 

Trou^iiton’s  distributed  by  him  in  the  month  of  May,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the 
Charity,  township  of  Ovei'ton  as  do  not  receive  parochial  relief,  in  sums  varying  from 
continued.  2 s.  to  10  5.  according  to  their  wants,  and  the  numbers  in  each  family. 

' ' A list  is  kept  by  the  curate,  in  which  are  inserted  the  names  of  the  persons 

who  partake  of  the  charity,  and  the  sums  received  by  each,  which  list  is  after- 
wards transmitted  by  him,  to  Mr.  Robert  Bagott,  of  Liverpool,  the  represent- 
ative of  the  surviving  executor  of  Mr.  Troughton. 

West’s  Chauity. 

Welt’s  Charity.  A gift  of Wesl,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Returns  made  to  Par- 

liament in  178G,  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  many  years  ago.  We  could  not 
obtain  any  information  with  repect  to  the  existence  of  such  a gift  to  this 
township. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  POULTON  BARE  AND  TORRISHOLME. 

School. 

Poulton  Bare  and  Francis  Boives,  by  will,  dated  4th  July  1732,  reciting  that  the  town  of  Poul- 
Torrisholme.  was  at  a considerable  distance  from  any  church  or  free  school,  devised  all 

Sc^l  messuages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Poulton,  to  Christopher  Atkinson, 

Richard  Crossfield,  and  John  Gardner,  of  Poulton,  and  Thomas  Green,  of 
Slyne,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  demise  the  same  as  they  should  think  fit ; 
and  the  rents  and  profits  he  directed  should  be  employed  in  building  a chapel, 
wherein  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  might  assemble  for  divine  worship, 
according  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  a school  for  instructing  youth,  upon 
some  of  his  said  lands,  where  his  trustees  should  think  fit;  and  he  directed,  that 
after  the  said  school  and  chapel  should  be  erected,  the  lands  called  Field  House 
Close,  and  New  Close  Head,  containing  five  acres,  and  Larack  and  Larack 
meadow,  containing  by  estimation,  four  acres,  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  curate 
who  should  officiate  at  the  said  chapel,  provided  200  /.  should  be  obtained  from 
Queen  Anne’s  bounty ; and  he  further  directed,  that  his  trustees,  after  the 
school  should  be  erected,  should  permit  a teaching  schoolmaster  to  take  the  rents 
and  profits  of  all  the  said  messuage,  lands  and  tenements  in  Poulton,  not  before 
devised  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  curate,  for  the  free  teaching  and  instructing 
youth  belonging  to  Poulton  Bare  and  Torrisholme;  and  he  directed,  that  the 
trustees  for  their  lives  should  appoint  the  schoolmaster  of  tlie  said  school,  who 
might  serve  the  office  of  curate  of  the  said  chapel,  if  qualified  ; and  that  after 
their  death,  the  said  schoolmaster  should  be  elected  by  the  three  four-and-twenty 
men  of  the  township  of  Poulton  Bare  and  Torrisholme,  for  the  time  being. 

A chapel  and  school-house  appear  to  have  been  built,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  testator,  about  the  year  1745. 

The  premises  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  school,  consist  of  a house 
and  7a.  lii.  Up.  of  land,  customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch. 
These  premises  are  let  to  Henry  Brogden,  by  verbal  agreement,  for  seven  years 
from  the  14th  February  1822,  at  29/.  per  annum,  which  is  considered  a good 
rent;  and  it  was  then  agreed,  that,  as  the  house  was  much  out  of  repair,  the 
tenant  should  pay  24  /.  only  of  the  rent  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  that  he  should 
put  the  house  into  good  repair,  retaining  5 /.  a year  out  of  the  reserved  rent  for 
that  purpose,  until  he  was  paid  for  the  expenses,  an  account  of  which  he  was 
to  deliver  to  the  acting  trustees.  And  it  was  resolved,  that  after  he  was  repaid, 
the  yearly  sum  of  51.  should  be  paid  to  the  acting  trustees,  in  order  to  create 
a fund  for  the  future  repairs  of  the  school-house.  Under  this  agreement,  the 
tenant  has  laid  out  about  14/.  upon  the  premises,  so  that  in  February  1825, 
there  was  1 /.  payable  by  him  to  the  trustees. 

The  sum  of  24  /.  is  paid  to  a schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed  by  the  three 
sidesmen  of  this  township,  who  act  as  trustees.  He  keeps  school  in  the  house 
built  for  the  purpose,  and  instructs  all  the  poor  children  of  the  township  in 
reading,  writing  and  accounts,  without  any  charge ; he  has  seldom  less  than 
60  scholars. 

Lodge’s  Charity. 

Lodge’s  Charity.  In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  there  is  mentioned  a donation  of 
Edward  Lodge  to  poor  housekeepers  of  this  township  not  receiving  relief,  pro- 
ducing 7 s.  6 d.  a year.  There  is  also  mentioned  another  donation  of  some 

® person 
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person  unknown  for  the  same  purpose,  and  producing  5 .y.  a year.  The  principal 
sums  are  not  set  forth,  but  they  are  said  to  have  been  vested  in  Thomas  Lodge. 

We  are  informed  by  the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Joshua  Lodge,  that  he  has  not  been 
i able  to  discover  any  document  relating  to  these  charities  amongst  his  papers, 

, that  he  has  paid  the  sum  of  12s.  6d.  yearly,  but  whether  it  is  a charge  upon 
j his  estate  or  interest  of  money,  he  cannot  ascertain. 

I The  amount  has  been  distributed  by  him,  sometimes  in  wheat,  and  sometimes 
in  money,  to  poor  householders,  at  Christmas,  in  the  following  proportions  j 
i two-tifths  in  Bare,  two-fifths  in  Torrisholme,  and  one-fifth  in  Poulton. 

Donor  unknown. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament,  it  is  further  stated,  that  the  sum  of  10/. 
had  been  given  by  some  person  unknown,  for  apprenticing  children  of  house- 
keepers not  receiving  relief. 

This  money  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Joshua  Lodge. 

In  April  1825,  inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  sum  due  for  principal  and 
interest,  and  it  appeared  that  there  was  due  from  Mr.  Lodge,  40/.  7s.  4^d. 
This  sum  was  deposited  in  the  savings  bank,  in  April  1825,  in  the  names  of 
Edmund  Atkinson,  Thomas  Bowes,  and  William  Hinde,  sidesmen  for  Poulton, 
Bare,  and  Torrisholme,  in  trust,  for  the  fund  for  placing  out  poor  children  of 
the  said  township  apprentices;  and  on  the  same  day,  4/.  was  paid  to  Mr.  Ro- 
binson, who  acts  as  solicitor  to  Mr.  Lodge,  that  sum  having  been  paid  by 
Mr.  Robinson  two  years  ago,  for  putting  out  an  apprentice,  so  that  there  was 
left,  in  the  savings  bank,  a balance  of  361.  7s.  4<d. 

It  has  been  agreed,  at  a vestry  meeting,  that  the  principal  sum  should  not  be 
reduced  below  30/.  but  that  the  interest  only  of  that  sum  should  be  applied 
in  apprenticing  poor  children. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  PllESALL  WITH  HACKENSALL. 

Fleetwood’s  School. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  latter  dated  14th  April  1687,  (pro- 
duced to  us  by  the  solicitor  of  Robert  Hesketh,  esquire,  of  Rossali  Hall,)  between 
Richard  Fleetwood,  of  Rossali,  of  the  one  part ; and  Christopher  Parker, 
Robert  Shaw,  and  William  Werden,  of  the  other  part;  the  said  Richard  Fleet- 
wood  conveyed  to  the  said  Christopher  Parker  and  others,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  manors  of  Rossali,  Grange,  Hackensall,  Presail,  Thornton,  &c.,  and 
other  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  therein-mentioned  ; to  hold  the  same 
to  them  and  their  heirs,  for  the  several  uses  and  limitations  therein  contained  ; 
and  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  heirs  should  stand  seised 
of  a messuage  and  tenement,  parcel  of  the  premises  above  released,  together 
with  the  appurtenances  in  Thornton,  commonly  called  Wilcock’s  tenement, 
containing  50  acres,  more  or  less  ; one  other  messuage  and  tenement  in  Presail, 
late  Richard  Clarkson’s  tenement,  containing  about  14  acres ; and  2 closes, 
commonly  called  the  North  and  South  Carrs,  part  of  the  demesne  of  Hacken- 
sall, containing  about  24  acres,  to  the  further  use  and  intent,  that  whereas  the 
said  Richard  Fleetwood  was  minded  to  give  to  the  churches  thereafter  men- 
tioned, whereof  he  was  patron,  namely ; to  Stalhnin  Chapel,  20  nobles ; to  the 
parish  church  of  Poulton,  10/. ; to  the  parish  church  of  Bisphain,  10/.  ; and 
towards  the  maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school,  within  the  township  of 
Presall,  20  marks  ; therefore  the  said  Christopher  Parker,  and  their  heirs,  should, 
from  time  to  time,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Richard  Fleetwood  and  his  vnfe, 
pay  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  viz.  out  of  Wilcock’s 
tenement,  the  yearly  sums  of  10/.  to  the  vicar  of  Poulton,  and  10/.  to  the  vicar 
of  Bisphain,  and  their  successors  ; and  out  of  the  said  tenement,  called  Clark- 
son’s, and  the  North  and  South  Carrs,  the  said  yearly  sum  of  20  nobles  to  the 
minister  of  Stalhnin  Chapel,  and  his  successors ; and  the  said  yearly  sum  of 
20  marks  per  annum  towards  the  maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school, 
within  the  township  of  Presail,  provided  that  the  said  Richard  Fleetwood, 
during  his  life,  as  first  founder,  and  after  his  death,  his  nephew  and  future 
owners  and  inheritors  of  the  manor  house,  called  Hackensall  Hall,  or  Rossali 
Hall,  should  have  the  nomination  and  approbation  of  the  schoolmaster,  in 
memory  and  acknowledgment  of  this  gift  having  been  left  by  his  family  : And 
as  to  the  overplus  of  the  rents  of  the  said  premises,  it  was  provided,  that  the 
said  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  should  pay  the  same  to  such  persons  as  should 
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be  entitled  to  the  otlier  premises,  according  to  the  limitations  contained  in  this 
indenture ; And  it  was  provided,  that  if  the  said  Richard  Fleetwood,  the 
nephew,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  having  the  inheritance,  should,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  indenture,  purchase  lands  in  any  other  convenient  place,  to 
answer  the  said  yearly  payments  of  20  marks,  20  nobles,  10/.  and  10/.,  and 
settle  them  sufficiently  to  answer  the  charitable  ends  before  designed,  the  said 
trustees  and  their  heirs  should  re-convey  unto  him  or  them,  so  purchasing 
other  lands,  the  said  premises  thereby  charged  therewith,  to  be  again  restored 
and  united  to  the  paternal  seats  at  Rossall  and  Hackensall. 

The  lands  charged  with  the  payment  of  20  marks  to  the  schoolmaster,  consist 
of  28  acres,  known  by  the  name  of  Hackensall  Carrs,  and  are  now  divided 
between  two  proprietors,  Peter  Bourn  and  John  Loxham,  esquires.  The  yearly 
sum  of  Id/.  6s.  ^d.  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  in  equal  moieties  by  their 
respective  tenants  ; and  it  is  stated,  that  the  master  has  been  appointed  alter- 
nately by  the  respective  owners  of  the  two  parts  of  the  Hackensall  estate. 

There  is  a school  in  Presail,  with  an  inscription  in  latin  over  the  door,  stating, 
that  it  was  built  by  Richard  Fleetwood,  esquire,  who  died  13th  April  1095. 

For  the  salary  of  20  marks,  the  schoolmaster  instructs  in  reading  all  the 
children  of  Presall  who  apply;  but  for  instruction  in  writing,  6d.  a week; 
and  in  writing  and  accounts,  l5.  a week,  is  charged.  The  number  of  children 
in  the  school  varies  from  40  to  60. 

Carter’s  School. 

In  the  will  of  Robert  Carter,  (who  was  also  a benefactor  to  the  school  in  the 
township  of  Pilling,  in  the  parish  of  Garstang,)  dated  31st  January  I71O,  and 
proved  at  Richmond,  there  are  the  following  clauses  : — 

“ I give  all  the  land  which  I bought,  to  maintain  a free  school,  within  the 
lower  end  of  Pilling;  there  is  six  acres  and  a half  acre  of  land,  with  the  deeds 
with  the  land.  Item  : I give  15  acres  of  tenement  to  maintain  a free  school 
above-mentioned,  which  I bought  in  Presail  Marsh.  Item:  I give  60/.  in  bond 
up  the  house  to  the  school  above-mentioned.  I give  the  house  Robert  Thornton 
lives  in,  shall  be  the  school-house.  I give  all  the  leases  and  money  by  bonds  to 
the  school  above-mentioned  belonging  to  the  school  ; the  benetit  and  profit 
belonging  to  the  school  above-mentioned,  shall  go  to  a teaching  master  chosen 
by  my  executors  and  trustees.  I give  the  benefit  and  profit  belonging  to  the 
school,  shall  go  to  a teaching  master  for  the  good  of  poor  children  the  school 
above-mentioned,  chosen  by  my  executor  and  trustees.” — “ Item  ; I give  to 
Stalmin  church  20/. ; the  stock  shall  stand,  and  the  minister  shall  have  the  profit 
of  it.  Item  ; I give  10/.  to  the  poor  in  this  townshij) ; the  stock  shall  stand,  and 
the  yearly  interest  shall  be  divided  amongst  poor  householders  ; the  next  abov’’e 
them  that  are  laid  on  the  town  shall  have  it  divided  according  to  their  need.” 
— “ Item:  I give  my  trustees  JOs.  a piece  out  of  the  school’s  benefit  above- 
mentioned  yearly,  for  taking  care  of  the  schools,  guiding  for  the  most  profit  of 
the  schools.”  And  he  appointed  Thomas  Kirkham  and  Thomas  Dickinson 
trustees,  “ for  the  school  in  the  lower  end  of  Pilling,  and  for  church  luoney, 
and  for  the  poor  money.” 

The  property  in  Presail  derived  under  this  will,  consists  of  the  lands  described 
as  being  six  and  a half  acres,  which  in  fact  contain  seven  acres,  customary 
measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch,  and  16  acres  of  marsh,  like  measure. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  into  the  charities  in  this  township  (October  1823), 
the  lands,  containing  seven  acres,  together  with  seven  acres  of  the  marsh  land, 
were  let  to  Edward  Butler,  at  the  rent  of  28/.  Six  acres  of  the  marsh  were  let 
to  John  Singleton,  at  12/.  per  annum  ; and  the  remaining  three  acres  of  marsh 
were  let  to  John  Croft,  at  51.  per  annum.  These  premises  were  all  let  to  yearly 
tenants,  and  at  fair  rents,  by  the  schoolmaster  himself. 

There  is  no  stock  in  money  belonging  to  the  school,  and  it  does  not  appear 
clearly  what  the  testator  intended  by  “ 60/.  in  bond  up  the  house.” 

The  school  is  kept  in  the  house,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  devised  for 
the  purpose,  situate  in  the  lower  end  of  Pilling,  in  this  township. 

The  late  Miss  Maria  Birch,  as  the  representative  of  Thomas  Dickinson,  one 
of  the  executors,  was  considered  as  the  sole  trustee  of  this  school,  and  by  her 
will,  dated  1st  February  1813,  she  devised  all  her  right  of  nomination,  and  other 
her  right  and  interest  in  and  to  the  school  of  Pilling,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
and  the  lands,  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  to  her 

executors, 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  283 

executors,  William  Rawstorne  and  John  Park,  and  the  survivor  of  them  ; and  on 
the  death  of  the  survivor  to  the  mayor  of  Lancaster  for  the  time  being,  for  ever, 
upon  trust,  to  pay  the  annual  sum  of  1/.  arising  therefrom  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Lancaster  dispensary. 

The  Rev.  John  Miller,  who  was  schoolmaster  in  1823,  was  appointed  by 
Miss  Birch  ; and  after  her  death  he  gave  a bond,  dated  14th  June  1813,  in  the 
penalty  of  100/.  to  the  said  William  Rawstorne  and  John  Park,  the  con- 
dition whereof  (after  reciting  that  the  yearly  sum  of  20^.  was  payable  to 
I the  said  William  Rawstorne  and  John  Park,  out  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
* said  school,  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  schoolmaster  should  receive  the 
rents  and  profits)  was  declared  to  be,  that  the  said  John  Miller  should  yearly, 
j whilst  he  continued  schoolmaster,  on  the  2d  February,  pay  to  the  said  William 
' Rawstorne  and  John  Parke,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs,  executors  and 
administrators,  205.  and  that  the  said  John  Miller  should  let  the  school  lands 
for  the  best  advantage,  and  not  commit  waste. 

Out  of  the  rents  of  the  premises  above-mentioned,  the  schoolmaster  pays  Is. 
per  acre  in  respect  of  the  marsh  land,  to  Mr.  Richard  Harrison,  of  Bank  Field; 
he  also  pays  205.  a year  to  the  incumbent  of  Stalmin  chapel ; 105.  to  the  poor ; 
and  during  the  life  of  Mr.  Park,  he  paid  205.  yearly  to  him,  as  the  allowance 
for  the  trustees  ; since  his  death  he  has  not  paid  any  thing  on  this  account. 

The  school  is  free  to  all  the  children,  boys  or  girls,  of  the  district  called  the 
Lower  End  of  Pilling,  which  contains  about  24  houses.  The  number  of  children 
in  the  school  varies  from  15  to  30 ; they  are  taught  reading,  writing  and 
accounts,  and  if  required,  the  boys  would  also  be  instructed  in  Latin  without 
any  charge. 

Carter’s  Gift  to  the  Poor. 

The  105.  paid  by  the  schoolmaster,  as  mentioned  under  the  preceding  head, 
is  divided  by  him  generally  amongst  three  poor  persons  in  the  Lower  End  of 
Pilling,  a few  days  before  Christmas,  without  distinction,  whether  they  receive 
relief  or  not ; but  he  engaged  in  future  to  confine  it  to  persons  not  receiving 
relief,  as  directed  by  the  testator. 

Bell’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Bell,  of  the  Ridge  in  Pilling,  by  will,  dated  21st  August  1733,  having 
devised  all  his  estate  in  Presall  to  William  Bell,  and  his  heirs,  with  remainders 
over  to  Thomas  and  William  Corlas,  freely  gave  to  the  poor  housekeepers  living 
in  and  belonging  to  the  township  of  Presail,  who  should  have  nothing  out  of 
the  said  town,  the  sum  of  55.  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  out  of  his  estate  lying 
in  the  said  township,  to  be  distributed  by  his  nephew  William  Bell,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  either  in  money  or  stuff,  as  should  seem  most 
B useful  for  the  poor. 

In  an  indenture,  by  which  a house  and  four  acres  of  land  were  conveyed  to 
John  Jenkinson,  about  20  years  ago,  by  William  Corlas,  such  property  was 
conveyed,  subject  to  the  payment  of  55.  a year  to  the  poor  of  Presall. 

Up  to  October  1823,  when  our  inquiry  into  the  charities  of  this  township  was 
commenced,  this  small  payment  had  been  in  arrear  for  a long  time  ; and 
Mr.  Jenkinson  stated,  that  until  he  looked  at  his  deeds,  in  consequence  of  our 
inquiry,  he  was  not  aware  of  the  charge,  but  since  1823  he  has  distributed  the 
annual  sum  of  55.  amongst  the  poor  of  Presall.  Part  of  the  property  charged 
has  since  been  sold  by  Mr.  Jenkinson. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a similar  sum  given  by  the  same  testator  to  the 
poor  of  the  township  of  Pilling,  in  the  parish  of  Garstang,  charged  on  other 
property ; viz.  an  estate  in  Pilling,  called  Clarks.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
benefit  was  ever  received  from  the  last-mentioned  gift. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  QUERNMORE. 

School. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account  of  the  origin  of  this  school. 

There  is  in  the  township  a school-room  and  a small  garden  adjoining,  which  was 
set  out  upon  the  inclosure  in  18 17,  in  lieu  of  anotlier  piece  of  ground  of  about  the 
same  size,  which  hail  been  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time 
I being.  Besides  these  premises,  the  yearly  sum  of  5s.  is  paid  to  the  sclioolmaster, 
as  a charge  upon  an  estate  in  the  township  of  Quernmore,  called  the  Near  Lodge 
Farm,  now  the  property  of  Richard  Leytliam,  who  states  that  he  purchased  the 
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School, 

continued. 


same,  subject  to  such  payment.  There  appears  also  to  have  been  a sum  of 
money,  called  the  School  Stock,  part  of  which  was  probably  the  sum  of  9.01. 
given  by  Jane  Jepson  previously  to  the  year  1734  (as  more  particularly  stated 
hereafter  amongst  the  charities  in  the  township  of  Skerton),  the  interest  to  be 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster  who  should  teach  youth  in  the  school  then  built  on  the 
common  in  Quernmore.  ' 

The  amount  of  this  stock  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  by  the  township 
towards  building  some  cottages,  and  2/..  125.  yearly,  has  been  paid  from  the  year 
178b,  as  the  interest  thereof,  out  of  the  poor’s  rates. 

The  late  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  inhabitants,  and  received  the 
income  arising  from  the  sources  above  mentioned.  He  has  lately  resigned,  and 
the  vacancy  had  not  been  filled  up  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825. 
No  children  appear  to  have  been  appointed  to  be  taught  free. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  SCOTFORTH. 

School. 

There  is  a house  in  this  township  which  is  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  and 
contains  a school-room  ; but  it  is  not  known  how  it  became  appropriated  to  this 
purpose  ; it  is  kept  in  good  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  township, 

A piece  of  land  containing  about  two  statute  acres  was  allotted  to  the  use  of 
the  schoolmaster,  upon  the  inclosure  of  Scotforth  Common,  in  the  year  I8O6. 
This  has  been  inclosed;  the  sum  oflH.  16 5.  6c?.  having  been  paid  for  the 
purpose,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  out  of  the  produce  of  the  gift  of  Thomas 
Parkinson. 

Of  this  land,  part  is  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster  as  a garden,  and  the  residue 
he  lets  every  year  for  the  best  rent  he  can  obtain.  In  1825  he  received  505. 
for  it. 

The  master  also  receives  45  5.  yearly,  as  the  interest  of  a legacy  given  by 
John  Taylor  ; and  up  to  the  year  1821,  he  received  the  yearly  produce  of  the 
gift  of  Thomas  Parkinson.  The  particulars  of  these  charities  will  be  stated 
hereafter. 

The  master  is  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  ; and  in  respect  of  the  income 
above  mentioned,  he  teaches  eight  poor  children  of  the  township,  without 
any  charge.  For  other  children  he  makes  his  own  terms,  and  he  has, 
generally,  between  20  and  30  scholars,  who  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic. 

Parkinson’s  Charity. 

Thotnas  ParJdnson,  by  will,  bearing  date  12th  March  1799  j reciting,  that  he 
w’as  possessed  of  the  sum  of  300 1.  in  the  three  per  cent  bank  annuities,  be- 
queathed the  same  to  John  Williamson,  Richard  Herdman,  John  Dawson,  and 
William  Barton,  otherwise  Parkinson,  all  of  the  township  of  Scotforth,  and  the 
survivors,  and  the  heir  of  the  survivor,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  for  ever 
thereafter  apply  the  interest  and  dividends  yearly,  for  the  support  of  the  school 
established  at  Scotforth,  for  instructing  the  poor  children  in  the  said  township ; 
and  he  directed  the  said  trustees,  at  any  time  thereafter,  at  their  discretion,  to 
dispose  of  the  said  stock,  and  to  invest  it  on  government  or  other  real  securities, 
or  in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  and  to  apply  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  for  ever. 

Of  the  above  mentioned  trustees,  John  Dawson  and  William  Barton  are  the 
only  survivors. 

For  some  years  after  the  death  of  the  testator,  the  whole  dividends  on  the 
stock  above  mentioned,  were  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  ; but  in  the  year  1805, 
application  having  been  made  for  the  payment  of  the  legacy  duty,  it  became 
necessary  to  sell  out  a portion  of  the  stock.  The  whole  of  the  stock  however 
was  sold,  under  a power  of  attorney,  given  by  the  said  John  Dawson  and  Wil- 
liam Barton,  the  other  two  trustees  being  then  dead.  The  produce  is  stated  to 
have  been  188/.  5s.,  out  of  which  there  was  paid  I6/.  ^ s.  for  legacy  duty,  and 
4/.  65.  to  the  agent  in  London,  for  the  expenses  incurred  upon  that  occasion. 

Out  of  the  balance,  the  sum  of  11  /.  IG5.  6d.  w'as  paid  for  the  expenses 
incurred  in  the  inclosure  of  the  allotment  made  to  the  school,  as  already  stated. 
And  the  residue  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  stock,  together  with  the  sum  of 
2/.  25,  part  of  the  dividends,  which  had  accrued  during  a period  when  the 
school  w'as  v'acant,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  157/.  135.6c?.  was  suffered  to 
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remain  in  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Dawson  without  any  security.  Up  to  August 
1821  he  paid  interest  on  this  sum  to  the  schoolmaster,  at  the  rate  of  four  and 
and  a half  per  cent ; he  then  became  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances,  and  on 
the  5th  of  December  1821  he  executed  a deed  of  assignment  of  all  his  personal 
property,  and  also  a deed  of  conveyance  of  a real  estate,  consisting  of  a mes- 
suage, two  cottages,  and  106  acres  of  land,  in  Scotforth,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  to  Robert  Birkett,  of  the  bank  at  Lancaster,  John  Townson,  of  Scot- 
forth, and  William  Lamb,  of  Ellel. 

In  the  list  of  debts  which  he  gave  to  his  trustees,  the  debt  due  to  the  charity 
was  included. 

Mr.  Dawson  states,  that  he  has  acquired  no  property  since  the  assignment ; 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  little  property  left  for  the  cre- 
ditors in  general,  after  the  payment  of  the  specialty  debts.  A dividend,  how- 
ever, is  shortly  expected. 

Under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  there  appears  to  have  been  so  much 
negligence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  William  Barton,  as  to  make  it  extremely  ques- 
tionable, whether  he  is  not  liable  for  the  loss  which  may  accrue  from  the  failure 
of  his  co-trustee,  John  Dawson. 

Taylor’s  Charity. 

John  Taylor,  by  will,  bearing  date  29th  November  1814,  and  proved  in 
1817,  devised  to  his  executors,  George  Barrow  and  Thomas  Johnson,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  his  freehold  messuage  and  the  appurtenances  in  Scotforth, 
upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned  concerning  the  same;  and  he  bequeathed 
to  his  said  executors,  all  his  ready  money,  securities  for  money,  household  goods, 
furniture,  chattels  and  personal  estate,  of  what  kind  soever,  upon  the  trusts 
thereinafter  mentioned  concerning  the  same,  viz.  upon  trust,  to  sell  his  said 
messuage  and  the  appurtenances,  and  also  to  sell  in  like  manner  all  his  house- 
hold goods  and  furniture,  and  receive  the  monies  arising  from  such  sale,  and 
to  call  in  all  sums  of  money  which  should  be  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
decease  ; and  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  his  real  and  personal 
estate,  and  called  in  as  aforesaid,  he  directed  that  his  said  trustees  should  pay 
all  debts,  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses,  and  also  the  legacies  or  sums  next 
thereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  ; he  gave  the  sum  of  50/.  to  the  church- 
warden and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Scotforth,  upon  trust,  to 
place  the  same  out  at  interest,  on  such  security  as  should  be  approved  of  by 
the  majority  of  land-owners  of  the  said  township,  and  to  pay  the  interest  yearly 
to  accrue  and  arise  therefrom  unto  the  master  of  the  school  then  established 
at  Scotforth  aforesaid,  and  his  successors  in  the  said  office,  for  the  time  being, 
for  ever;  and  he  gave  some  small  legacies  to  the  treasurers  of  several  chari- 
table institutions  in  Lancaster,  which  are  supported  principally  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

The  sum  of  45  1.  due  in  respect  of  the  legacy  to  the  township  of  Scotforth, 
after  the  deduction  of  the  duty,  has  not  been  placed  out  as  directed  by  the 
testator,  but  remains  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Johnson,  a solicitor  of  Lancaster, 
who  was  one  of  the  executors,  and  interest  has  been  paid  by  him  to  the  school- 
master, at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  one  year’s  interest,  which  had 
become  due  in  the  April  preceding,  had  not  been  paid,  notwithstanding 
repeated  applications  ; this,  however,  Mr.  Johnson  paid  immediately  after  our 
inquiry  took  place. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  engaged  to  pay  the  principal  sum  of  45/.  to  the  church- 
warden and  overseers ; but  we  are  informed  this  had  not  been  done  on  the 
7th  January  1826. 

Cawson’s  Charity. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  it  is  stated,  that  Ann  Cawson, 
by  will,  in  IGGO,  gave  a rent-charge  of  5 s.  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  then 
vested  in  James  Johnson. 

A rent-charge  of  5s.  is  paid  yearly  by  Mr.  William  Hall,  on  behalf  of 
Abraham  Rawlinson  Ford,  esquire,  now  a minor  ; and  this  is  supposed  to  be 
charged  upon  a piece  of  land,  containing  about  5 or  6 acres,  called  Brandrigg, 
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Scotforth.  in  the  township  of  Scotforth,  which  it  is  stated  formerly  belonged  to  a family  of 
7~  . the  name  of  Johnson. 

overseer  receives  the  amount  of  this  payment  from  time  to  time,  and 
V y disposes  of  it  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  township  not  receiving  relief. 


Cooke’s  Charity. 

Cooke’s  Charity.  There  is  also  mentioned  in  the  same  Returns,  a rent-charge  of  5s.  as  given 
by  William  Cooke,  by  deed,  in  lC40,  then  vested  in  Henry  Sturzaker  and  John 
Wakefield. 

The  sum  of  5s.  used  to  be  paid  annually,  by  Mr.  Richard  Wakefield,  of 
Ellel,  to  the  overseer  of  Scotforth,  for  the  poor  of  that  township  not  receiving 
relief ; but  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Wakefield,  that  this  rent-charge  was  created  by 
deed  in  1640,  and  that  it  was  settled  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Lancaster,  and  not  confined  to  this  township,  and  therefore  he  has  for  the  four 
or  five  last  years,  distributed  the  amount  to  poor  persons  in  the  township  of 
Quernmore. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SKF.RTON. 


Skerton. 

School. 


School. 

Henry  Williamson,  by  will,  dated  10th  February  1767»  bequeathed  to  the  two 
sidesmen  of  the  township  of  Skerton,  for  the  time  being,  100/.  upon  trust,  that 
they  should  place  the  same  out  on  good  security,  or  in  the  stocks,  or  purchase 
land  therewith,  and  apply  the  yearly  produce  towards  teaching  young  children 
belonging  to  the  said  township,  to  read  the  Bible,  write,  knit,  or  sew ; and  if 
any  overplus  should  be,  that  the  same  should  be  laid  out  in  clothing  such 
children  as  should  be  indigent. 

The  legacy  above-mentioned  is  supposed  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a close  called  Back-Long-Riggs ; but  we  could  not  discover  that  there 
were  any  deeds  relating  thereto  in  existence. 

The  close  consists  of  about  2 acres  statute  measure,  and  is  let  by  the  two 
sidesmen  for  the  time  being ; it  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Smith,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a good  rent  of  12/. 

The  amount  of  this  rent  is  paid  by  the  sidesmen  to  a schoolmaster,  who  is 
appointed  by  them,  and  occupies  a house  and  garden,  purchased  with  Jane 
Jepson’s  gift,  the  particulars  whereof  will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  In  respect 
of  this  salary,  he  teaches  twenty  poor  children  of  the  township,  who  are  nomi- 
nated by  the  sidesmen,  in  reading  and  writing,  without  any  further  charge ; 
and  when  the  rent  was  higher,  a greater  number  of  children  were  nominated 
to  be  taught  free.  The  master  has  but  few  scholars  who  pay,  the  greater 
number  of  the  children  of  this  township  being  sent  to  the  national  school,  at 
Lancaster. 

In  1823,  when  Mr.  William  Housman,  one  of  the  present  sidesmen,  com- 
menced keeping  the  accounts  of  this  charity,  there  was  a balance  of  25/.  3 s.  lid. 
paid  over  to  him,  since  which  time  he  had  paid,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 
August  1825,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  rent  above-mentioned: — 


To  the  schoolmaster,  one  quarter’s  salary 
For  the  insurance  of  the  school-house,  two  years 
For  repairs  ------- 

For  the  proportion  of  the  Tithe  Commutation  Bill 


£.  s.  d. 

3 _ _ 

- 10  - 

4 4“ 
a i6  8 


10  10  8 

Leaving  a balance  in  his  hands  of  - - 14133 

£.  26  3 

The  whole  of  the  present  balance,  it  is  stated,  will  be  required  to  put  the 
school-house  into  repair. 

Jepson’s  Charity. 

Jepson’s  Charity.  By  deed  of  release,  bearing  date  25th  March  1734,  reciting,  that  Jane  Jepson, 
deceased,  late  the  wife  of  Robert  Jepson,  had  deposited  in  her  life-time  in  the 
hands  of  John  Housman,  the  sum  of  100/.  and  directed  him  to  pay  the  same  for 
the  following  purposes;  viz.  20/.  to  William  Parkinson,  of  Quernmore,  to  be 
set  out  at  interest,  and  the  yearly  produce  thereof  to  be  for  ever  paid  to  a school- 
master, who  should  teach  youth  in  the  school  there,  built  on  the  common  in 

Quernmore, 
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Quernraore,  {see  Charities  in  Qiiernmore,  in  this  parish);  and  other  20/.  to  be  SkerUm. 

paid  to  Thomas  Parkinson,  of  Ellel,  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  yearly  — 

produce  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  who  should  teach  in  Ellel 
chapel,  Charities  in  Ellel,  in  the  parish  of  Cockerham)  ; and  that  she  had  ^ ^ 
directed,  that  the  sum  of  CO/.  residue  of  the  said  100/.  should  be  employed  in 
• building  or  purchasing  a school-house  in  Skerton,  and  that  what  part  of  the  said 
60/.  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Housman,  after  such  building 
or  purchasing,  should  be  lent  out  at  interest,  and  the  yearly  produce  thereof 
paid  to  a schoolmaster  for  the  teaching  of  poor  children  in  the  school,  so  to  be 
erected  or  purchased  in  Skirton ; William  Stout,  John  Casson,  and  William 
Bryer,  the  executors  of  the  said  Jane  Jepson,  declared,  that  they  consented  that 
the  said  sum  of  100/.  should  be  employed  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
testatrix,  and  they  released  to  the  said  John  Housman,  all  claims  which  they 
might  have  against  him  for  the  said  sum  of  100/. ; and  the  said  Robert  Jepson, 
husband  of  the  said  Jane  Jepson,  who  was  also  a party  to  the  said  indenture, 
consented  that  the  said  sum  should  be  disposed  of  as  before  mentioned. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  March  1733,  reciting  the  gift  of  the  said  Jane 
Jepson,  George  Bradshaw,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  30  /.  conveyed  to  John 
Rigmaiden  and  Nicholas  Carver,  two  of  the  four-and-twenty  men  of  Skerton, 
and  Thomas  Wakefield,  churchwarden,  and  their  heirs,  a house  on  the  east  side 
of  the  street  in  Skerton,  containing  in  length  about  34  feet,  and  a garden  and 
orchard  on  the  east  side  thereof,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  at  all  times 
thereafter  permit  a master  to  teach  children  of  Skerton  in  the  said  house,  and 
should  permit  such  master  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  garden 
and  orchard. 

It  is  not  known  how  the  residue  of  the  sum  of  60/.  was  disposed  of,  unless 
the  sum  of  28/.  which,  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  was  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  premises  mentioned  under  the  following  head,  was  part  of  such 
residue. 

Donor  unknown. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  13th  December  I76O,  reciting  an  indenture  of  Donor  unknown, 
mortgage,  bearing  date  2d  February  1750,  whereby  (reciting  that  two  mes- 
suages and  a garden,  situate  in  Skerton,  had  been  mortgaged  to  James  Rigmaiden 
and  Peter  Cock,  trustees  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Skerton,  for  securing 
the  sum  of  28  /.  with  interest,  the  interest  whereof  was  to  be  applied  towards 
the  support  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Skerton,  but  that  the  deed  whereby  such 
mortgage  was  created  was  lost)  Elizabeth  Money,  widow,  and  John  Money, 
demised  the  same  premises  for  1,000  years  to  the  said  James  Rigmaiden  and 
Peter  Cock,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  township,  under  a proviso  that  the 
1^' same  should  be  void  on  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  28/.  with  interest: 
and  further  reciting,  that  by  two  several  endorsements  on  the  said  indenture  of 
mortgage  of  1750,  the  premises  had  been  charged  with  two  further  sums  of  2/. 

'■  and 5/,  and  that  there  was  then  due  for  principal  and  interest  40/.  25.  ll^c/. : 
and  that  the  said  John  Money,  (who  had  survived  the  said  Elizabeth  Money,  and 
had  therefore  become  entitled  to  the  equity  of  redemption),  had  agreed  with 
the  said  Peter  Cock,  and  Henry  Williamson,  who  had  been  appointed  one  of  the 
sidesmen  in  the  room  of  the  said  James  Rigmaiden,  for  the  release  of  the  equity 
of  redemption  of.  the  said  premises  for  the  sum  of  20/.  25.  the  said  John 

Money,  in  consideration  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  on  the  said  recited 
mortgage,  and  of  the  sum  of  20/.  25.  11  released  to  the  said  Peter  Cock 
and  Henry  Williamson,  their  executors,  he.  the  equity  of  redemption  of  the 
said  premises,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises, 
towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  township 
of  Skerton. 

The  premises  derived  under  the  deed  above  abstracted,  consistof  four  houses 
and  a shippon.  Three  of  the  houses  and  the  shippon  are  let  to  three  several 
yearly  tenants,  at  the  rents  of  4/.  2/.  125.  and  2/.  25.  which  appear  to  be  fair 
rents  ; the  latter  is  paid  by  the  overseer  out  of  the  poor  rates.  The  other  house 
is  in  the  occupation  of  a pauper,  but  the  overseers  have  not  of  late  years  paid 
any  rent  in  respect  of  it ; they  propose,  however,  pajdng  a rent  of  3/.  for  it  in 
future.  And  at  a meeting  holden  on  the  11th  August  1825,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  rent  then  in  arrear  should  also  be  paid  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  rents  are  received  by  one  of  the  sidesmen.  A sum  is  always  kept  in 
hand  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  necessary  repairs,  and  on  St.  Thomas’s- 
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Skertoii.  day  a distribution  is  made  amongst  the  most  necessitous  persons  of  the  township, 

■ in  sums  varying  from  l5.  to  5s.  according  to  a list  which  is  prepared  by  the 

Donor  unknown,  constable,  and  returned  to  the  sidesmen. 

continue  . ^ following  sums  appear  to  have  been  thus  distributed  : — 


In  1821 

£. 

7- 

s. 

1, 

d. 

6. 

1822 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5- 

9- 

0. 

1823 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

4- 

6. 

1824 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7- 

6. 

6. 

The  sum  of  85.  also  is  paid  annually  for  the  insurance  of  the  houses.  The 
expenses  of  repairs  recur  frequently,  the  houses  being  thatched ; but  at  the 
present  time  they  are  in  tenantable  condition.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 
there  was  a balance  of  18/.  145.  5d.  in  Mr.  Housman’s  hand. 

A regular  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  has  been  kept  from  the 
year  I76O,  when  these  premises  first  came  into  the  hands  of  the  sidesmen  of  the 
township,  from  which  it  appears,  that  some  portion  of  the  rents  was  paid  for 
some  years  for  the  education  of  poor  children,  but  nothing  appears  to  have  been 
paid  for  that  purpose  since  the  year  177'1- 

We  have  in  our  account  of  the  preceding  charity  observed,  that  it  is  not 
known  how  the  sum  of  30/.,  the  residue  of  Mrs.  Jepson’s  legacy  for  the  benefit 
of  the  schoolmaster,  was  disposed  of,  unless  the  sum  of  28/.  laid  out  on  mortgage 
as  above-mentioned,  was  part  thereof.  The  only  evidence  we  have  met  with  in 
support  of  such  idea,  is  the  fact,  that  for  some  years  after  17b0,  a portion  of  the 
rents  were  paid  for  the  education  of  poor  children,  but  this  does  not  appear 
sufficient  against  the  terms  of  the  deed  above  abstracted,  to  warrant  a conclu- 
sion, that  the  rents  of  the  premises  have  been  improperly  applied. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  OVER  WYERSDALE. 


Cawthorne’s  Charity. 


Over  Wyersdale. 

Cawthorne’s 

Charity. 


William  Cawthorne,  by  will,  bearing  date  22d  September  1G83,  proved  in 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  reciting,  that  he  had  formerly  erected 
a free  school  in  Wyersdale,  and  had  rebuilt  a convenient  house  for  the  habita- 
tion of  a schoolmaster ; and  further  reciting,  that  there  had  been  for  a long 
time  a chapel  in  Wyersdale,  and  that  there  was  a very  small  or  no  maintenance 
belonging  thereto  ; for  the  settling  a revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
school,  and  the  schoolmaster  thereof,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  an  orthodox 
preaching  minister  for  the  time  being,  to  officiate  in  the  cure  of  the  said 
chapel,  gave  to  Abraham  Partington,  mayor  of  Lancaster,  Seth  Bushell,  D.D. 
vicar  of  Lancaster,  Lawrence  Shaw,  vicar  of  Cockerham,  and  11  others  (whom 
he  appointed  visitors  and  governors  of  the  school),  and  their  heirs,  the  said 
“ school-house  and  parcel  of  ground  whereon  the  same  stood,”  and  adjoining 
the  said  school-house  on  the  south  side,  situate  in  the  vaccary  called  the 
Abbeystead  in  Wyersdale ; and  also  the  messuage  lately  rebuilt  by  him,  for 
the  habitation  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  three  closes  called  the  Ayre,  the 
Emott’s  Croft,  and  the  Green  Close,  with  two  other  parcels  of  land  called 
the  Grazing  Green,  and  a parcel  of  land  lying  in  a close  called  the  Sower  Acre, 
and  a right  of  common  on  a close  called  the  Cow  Pasture,  described  as  two 
beast-gates  and  a half ; and  also  a messuage,  then  divided  into  two,  and  three 
other  messuages,  then  in  the  occupation  of  certain  persons  therein  named,  and 
two  closes,  all  which  premises  were  situate  in  the  said  vaccary  called  Abbey- 
stead  ; upon  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  should  permit  the  said  school  to  remain 
a free  school,  for  the  benefit  of  50  free  scholars,  to  be  instructed  therein, 
which  scholars  should  be  such  as  the  said  trustees  should  judge  fit  objects  of 
charity,  and  who  should,  or  whose  parents  should,  dwell  in  one  of  the  12 
vaccaries  in  Wyersdale,  but  so  as  his  own  kindred  should  be  always  preferred 
before  any  others,  though  they  should  live  three  or  four  miles,  or  more,  distant 
from  the  said  vaccaries ; and  to  the  intent,  that  the  said  trustees  should  permit 
the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  to  hold  the  said  messuage  near  adjoining 
to  the  said  school,  with  the  barns,  stables,  &c.  thereunto  belonging  for  his 
habitation,  and  three  crofts  called  the  Ayre,  EmotPs  Croft,  and  Green  Close, 
with  two  pieces  of  land  called  the  Grazing  Green,  and  the  piece  of  land  lying 
in  the  close  called  the  Sower  Acre,  and  the  said  two  and  a half  beast-gates  in 
the  close  called  the  cow  pasture,  provided  that  he  should,  before  his  admission 

into 
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into  the  said  office,  become  bound  to  the  said  trustees  in  the  penalty  of  1001.  Over  Wyersdale. 

to  repair  the  said  messuage  and  outhouses,  and  to  deliver  up  the  premises  to  

the  said  trustees  when  he  should  be  thereunto  required  by  them,  together  with  CawUiome’s 

all  books  in  his  custody  belonging  or  relating  to  the  said  school,  and  not  to  contlnled. 

undertake  any  lecture  or  preaching  in  any  church  or  chapel,  whereby  the  said  v _ / 

scholars  might  be  neglected  in  their  education  j and  he  directed,  that  the 
trustees  should,  out  of  the  remaining  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  pay 
yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  the  sum  of  15 1.  and  to  the  minister  who  should 
officiate  in  the  said  chapel,  for  the  time  being,  the  yearly  sum  of  8/.  j or  in  lieu, 
or  in  part  thereof,  to  allot  him  a house,  parcel  of  the  premises,  to  dwell  in,  and 
such  other  accommodations,  at  the  expiration  of  the  leases  then  in  being,  as 
to  them  should  seem  meet;  and  in  case  any  house  or  other  accommodation 
should  be  allotted  to  the  said  minister,  he  directed  that  he  should  enter  into 
such  bond  touching  repairs,  and  leaving  the  possession  thereof,  as  he  had 
before  appointed  with  respect  to  the  schoolmaster ; and  he  directed,  that  the 
trustees  should,  once  in  every  year,  meet  and  visit  the  school,  and  view  the 
repairs,  and  inquire  into  the  management  thereof ; and  upon  every  such  annual 
meeting,  he  appointed  20  s.  to  be  expended  out  of  the  rents  of  the  premises, 
on  a dinner  for  the  said  trustees ; and  he  further  directed,  that  the  trustees 
should,  out  of  the  remaining  rents  and  profits,  keep  the  said  school  and  premises 
in  good  repair,  and  should  give  the  residue  thereof  for  buying  books  for  such 
of  the  said  poor  scholars  as  should  be  of  the  vaccaries  of  Abbeystead,  Haw- 
thornwaite,  Marshaw  or  Darnshaw,  and  towards  the  relief  of  such  poor  people 
inhabiting  within  the  same  four  vaccaries,  as  to  his  said  trustees  should  seem 
meet ; and  he  further  directed,  that  as  often  as  the  trustees  should  by  death 
be  reduced  to  six,  the  survivors  should  make  a new  conveyance  of  the  premises 
to  the  use  of  themselves  and  eight  others,  to  be  elected  by  them  ; and  he 
empowered  his  said  trustees  and  visitors,  at  their  will  and  pleasure,  to  place 
and  displace  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  to  elect  another  in  his  room,  as  often 
as  they  should  see  cause,  on  any  just  complaint  of  misdemeanor  in  him,  or  if 
he  should  not  conform  to  the  orders  thereinafter  set  forth ; and  he  directed, 
that  no  leases  of  the  said  premises  should  be  granted,  except  for  terms  not 
exceeding  twenty-one  years,  to  commence  from  the  date  thereof,  and  where- 
upon the  most  improved  yearly  rent  should  be  reserved ; and  he  authorized 
the  trustees  and  governors  to  have  tke  whole  management  and  government  of 
the  said  school,  and  to  rectify  all  abuses  therein,  and  in  all  things  else  com- 
mitted to  their  charge. 

The  testator  further  made  certain  statutes  or  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  charity,  which  he  directed  should  be  written  on  a tablet,  and  set 
up  in  the  school ; and  amongst  other  tilings  directed,  that  if  within  three 
months  after  the  school  should  be  vacant,  the  trustees  should  not  agree  in  the 
election  of  a schoolmaster,  the  election  should  devolve  unto  the  mayor  and 
vicar  of  Lancaster,  and  the  vicar  of  Cockerham,  with  one  or  two  of  his  nearest 
kinsmen,  if  any  should  be  living  within  ten  miles  of  the  school;  that  the  master 
should  be  a graduate  of  one  of  the  universities,  not  under  23  years  of  age, 
skilful  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  and  of  sound  religion;  that  he  should 
write  a fair  hand,  and  be  skilful  in  arithmetic,  that  he  might  teach  his  scholars 
English,  Latin  and  Greek,  and  also  to  write  and  cast  accompts  ; that  the  visitors 
should  meet  in  the  schoolhouse  some  day  in  December  yearly,  to  examine  into 
the  ma,ster’s  diligence,  and  the  admission  of  scholars,  and  their  proficiency ; 
and  he  empowered  the  visitors  to  alter  any  of  the  orders,  and  to  make  new 
ones;  and  it  was  further  ordained,  that  the  children  of  the  said  12  vaccaries 
should  have  priority  of  admission  into  the  school ; and  if  it  should  happen,  that 
such  children  should  not  amount  to  the  number  assigned,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  master  to  admit  to  the  school  so  many  other  scholars  as  should  make 
up  60;  and  that  the  fee  for  admission  should  be  Qd.  for  each  scholar  on  the 
foundation,  whose  parents  should  be  inhabitants  of  the  said  12  vaccaries,  and 
were  assessed  for  the  poor ; but  that  the  children  of  such  inhabitants  as  did 
not  pay  to  the  poor,  should  pay  nothing  for  their  admission  ; and  that  such 
children  as  were  not  born  in  the  said  places,  should  pay  12 1?.  for  their  admis- 
sion to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being ; that  the  scholars  should  attend 
the  chapel  every  Lord’s  day  morning  and  afternoon,  and  on  other  days  of 
fasting  and  thanksgiving ; and  in  order  that  the  free  scholars  might  not  be 
neglected,  that  the  master  should  not  at  any  time  increase  the  number  of 
Rep.  15.  O o 3 scholars 
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Over  VVyersdale.  scholars  above  what  he  could  thoroughly  teach ; and  that  if  the  number,  in- 

, eluding  those  of  the  foundation,  should  exceed  60,  the  visitors  should  appoint 

the  master  to  take  an  usher  at  his  own  charge,  to  assist  him  in  teaching  them, 
continued.  on  pain  of  dismissal. 

\ John  Fenton  Cawthorne,  esquire,  is  supposed  to  be  the  only  surviving  trustee, 

under  a deed  executed  about  the  year  1775,  (but  for  which  search  has  fre- 
quently been  made  without  success),  and  also  the  heir  of  the  surviving  devisee, 
under  the  will  of  William  Cawthorne. 

About  lo  years  ago,  Richard  Townley,  esquire,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wigglesworth, 
the  Rev.  John  Fairshaw,  Gilbert  Bateson,  Thomas  Thompson,  with  three  other 
persons,  since  deceased,  were  appointed  by  the  then  surviving  trustees  to  act 
with  themselves  ; but  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  previous  trust  deeds,  no 
conveyance  was  executed  in  pursuance  of  that  appointment ; though  they  have 
since  acted  as  trustees.  There  seems,  however,  to  be  no  reason  why  Mr.  Caw- 
thorne should  not  now  execute  a conveyance  of  the  trust  estate. 

The  property  derived  under  the  will  of  William  Cawthorne  consists  of  the 
following  particulars : — 

1.  — A school-room  and  a house,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  will  as  having 
been  rebuilt  by  the  testator,  for  the  residence  of  the  schoolmaster,  with  a gar- 
den and  parcel  of  ground  adjoining,  and  containing  about  one  acre  and  a half. 

2.  — Three  closes,  viz.  one  containing  about  three  acres,  now  called  the  Green, 
and  formerly  Emott’s  Croft  j another  called  the  Grazing  Green,  containing 
nearly  one  acre,  and  a piece  of  land  containing  nearly  half  an  acre,  in  the 
Sower  Acre.  These  are  probably  the  premises  described  in  the  will,  as  the 
closes  called  the  Ayre,  Emott’s  Croft,  and  Green  Close,  and  the  two  parcels  of 
land  called  the  Grazing  Green,  and  the  parcel  of  land  in  Sower  Acre.  It  is 
stated,  that  part  of  the  close  called  the  Green  has  been  washed  away  by 
the  River  Wyre,  and  that  the  occupiers  of  the  adjoining  lands  in  the  Sower 
Acre  have  made  considei'able  encroachments  upon  the  land  there  belonging  to 
the  charity  ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  such  encroachment  has  been  made 
for  upwards  of  30  years. 

3.  — A right  of  common  for  two  and  a half  beasts  on  the  cow  pasture,  which 
is  now  called  the  Close,  and  contains  about  30  acres,  the  right  of  common 
thereon  being  stinted  at  twenty-one  beast-gates  and  a half. 

All  the  premises  abov^e  mentioned  are  under  the  management  of  the  school- 
master. They  are  now  held  under  him  by  James  Pye,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
a good  rent  of  26/. 

The  residue  of  the  property  derived  from  the  testator,  of  which  the  descrip- 
tion in  the  will  is  very  imperfect,  consists  of  the  follovving  premises,  which  are 
let  by  the  acting  trustees  : — 

4.  — A farm  called  Chapel  House,  consisting  of  a good  dwelling-house,  with 
a barn  and  outbuildings,  and  about  86  acres  of  land,  now  in  the  occupation  of 
James  Helme,  under  an  agreement  for  a term  of  nine  years  from  Candlemas 
1817-  His  rent  was  originally  fixed  at  90/.,  but  it  has  been  gradually  reduced 
to  70/.  The  barn  on  these  premises  is  much  out  of  repair. 

5.  — A small  farm  called  Summer  House  Plead,  consisting  of  a house,  garden, 
and  IG  acres  of  land.  This  was  let  at  the  same  period,  for  the  same  term,  at  28/. 
per  annum.  The  rent  has  been  subsequently  reduced  to  16/.,  and  the  farm  is 
now  held  by  John  Jackson  Dilworth,  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term,  the  ori- 
ginal tenant  having  given  it  up  previously  to  Candlemas  1825. 

It  is  stated,  that  the  buildings  on  this  farm  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  and 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  a new  barn,  which  will  cost  40/.  or  50/. ; an 
old  barn,  which  was  much  injured  by  fire  some  years  ago,  having  lately  fallen 
down. 

6.  — A house,  barn  and  garden,  and  about  10  acres  of  land,  called  Balder- 
stones,  let  for  the  same  term  to  Bartholomew  Pye,  at  the  rent  of  23/.  9,s.  which 
has  been  reduced  to  15/.  The  house  and  barn  were  rebuilt  in  1817>  at  an 
expense  of  about  100/. 

All  the  buildings  on  the  above-mentioned  premises,  with  the  exception  of 
those  which  w^e  have  already  noticed,  are  in  good  tenantable  repair.  There  is 
very  little  timber  on  the  estate  ; none  has  been  cut  for  sale  for  the  last  thirty 
years.  All  these  premises  were,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  about  to  be  relet 
for  the  term  of  nine  years  from  Candlemas  1826,  previously  to  which,  according 

® to 
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to  the  usual  custom,  it  was  intended  to  invite  competition  by  public  advertise- 
ments, and  it  was  expected  that  an  increase  of  rent  would  be  obtained. 

7. — There  is  a house,  in  which  the  curate  of  Over  Wyersdale  resides,  which 
was  built  on  a piece  of  land  allotted  by  the  trustees  for  that  purpose,  about  100 
years  ago,  when  it  was  valued  at  2/.  13^.  4c^.  per  annum,  which  sum  is  retained 
annually  out  of  the  allowance  directed  to  be  made  to  the  curate. 

Richard  Townley,  esquire,  has  acted  as  the  treasurer  for  this  charity  for 
several  years,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Bateson. 

The  rents  of  the  premises  let  by  the  schoolmaster,  are  received  by  him,  under 
the  provision  of  the  will,  for  his  own  benefit ; the  rest  of  the  rents  are  received 
by  the  treasurer,  and  carried  to  one  account,  out  of  which  151.  a year  is  paid  to 
the  schoolmaster,  and  5l.  6s.  ^d.  (which,  with  the  sum  of  2/,  13s.  4>d.  above- 
mentioned,  makes  up  the  allowance  of  8/.)  to  the  curate ; and  out  of  the 
residue,  after  payment  of  the  expenses  of  repairs,  a small  sum,  varying  from 
5 s’,  to  1 L,  is  laid  out  in  books,  which  are  given  to  such  of  the  children  in  the 
school,  as  come  from  any  of  the  four  vaccaries  particularly  mentioned  in 
the  will ; the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  is  distributed  on  13th  May  and 
21st  December,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  same  four  vaccaries,  to  such  as  do  not 
receive  parochial  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  5 s.  to  4/.  or  5/.  at  each  half- 
yearly  distribution.  The  amount  thus  distributed  every  half  year  varies  accord- 
ing to  circumstances  ; during  the  last  six  years,  it  has  never  exceeded  551.  or 
fallen  short  of  32/.  The  accounts  are  kept  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  are 
audited  every  half  year,  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees ; and  at  these  half-yearly 
meetings,  it  has  been  usual  to  determine  what  sum  sliall  be  retained  in  hand  for 
the  purposes  of  repairs.  In  May  1825,  the  sum  of  9/.  155.  was  reserved  for  that 
purpose.  Since  the  year  I8I7,  the  expenses  of  repairs  have  amounted  to  about 
190/.  Of  late  years,  the  trustees  have  declined  taking  the  205.  allowed  by 
the  testator  for  a dinner  at  every  annual  meeting. 

The  curate  and  the  schoolmaster  repair  the  respective  houses  in  which  they 
reside  ; but  no  bond  has  been  required  of  them,  as  directed  by  the  testator  ; 
the  school-room  is  repaired  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  charity. 

The  Rev.  James  Bleasdale,  the  present  schoolmaster,  was  appointed  by  the 
acting  trustees  in  1794,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  licensed  by  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese. 


Over  Wyersdale. 
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In  respect  of  the  income  derived  from  the  sources  above-mentioned,  amount- 
ing at  the  present  time  to  41/.  per  annum,  he  teaches  school  in  the  building 
at  Abbeystead,  erected  for  the  purpose  by  the  testator.  He  takes  all  the 
: children  of  the  township  or  chapelry  of  Over  Wyersdale,  which  consists  of 
twelve  vaccaries,  and  instructs  them  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  and  the 
w classics,  if  required,  without  any  charge. 

There  are  upon  an  average  about  30  scholars,  and  some  have  occasionally 
i|l  received  classical  instruction. 


Thompson’s  Charity. 


Thomas  Thompson,  by  will,  bearing  date  15th  August  1810,  and  proved  Thompson's 

10th  August  1811,  bequeathed  to  John  Higgin,  Jonathan  Gibson,  Thomas  Charity, 

Kitchen,  and  Thomas  Thompson,  their  executors,  he.  1,400/.  upon  trust,  that 
they  should,  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be  after  his  decease,  lay  out  and 
invest  the  said  sum,  and  every  part  thereof,  in  or  upon  real  or  Government 
securities  ; and  on  the  24th  December  yearly,  apply  the  dividends  thereof  for 
the  use  of  such  poor  and  indigent  persons  as  should  be  legally  settled  and  reside 
in  the  several  vaccaries  of  Lentworth,  Lee,  Tarnbrook,  and  Greenbank,  in 
Over  Wyersdale,  who  should  not  receive  parochial  relief,  and  should  be  thought 
. proper  objects  of  charity  by  his  trustees,  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  to 
them  should  seem  meet;  and  he  directed,  that  his  said  trustees  should  keep 
books  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  of  all  the  regulations  to  be  made 
relating  to  the  said  charity  ; and  that  each  of  his  trustees  might  retain  the  sum 
of  10  5.  yearly  for  his  trouble  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  in  case  of  the  death, 
removal,  or  resignation  of  either  of  the  said  trustees,  the  others  should,  by  deed 
in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  appoint  some  other  fit  person  to  act 
with  them,  and  should  assign  the  trust  property  accordingly.  And  the  testator 
directed,  that  they  the  said  John  Higgin,  Jonathan  Gibson,  Thomas  Kitchen, 
and  Thomas  Thompson,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  their  or  any  or  either  of  their 
Rep.  15,  O o 4 executors 
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executors  or  administrators,  or  any  of  his  trustees,  for  the  time  being,  should 
be  charged  and  chargeable  only,  each  of  them  for  his  own  receipts,  payments, 
acts,  and  wilful  defaults,  and  not  otherwise,  nor  with  any  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
other  than  such  as  should  actually  come  to  their  or  his  own  hands  respectively; 
nor  with  any  loss  or  damage  which  might  happen  in  placing  out  any  of  the 
monies  aforesaid,  in  or  upon  any  such  securities  or  funds  as  aforesaid,  or  in  any 
bank  or  bankers  hands  for  safe  custody,  nor  with  or  for  any  loss  or  damage 
which  might  happen  by  reason  of  the  execution  or  performance  of  the  trusts 
thereby  in  them  reposed,  without  his  or  their  respective  wilful  default. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  John  Higgin,  esquire,  solicitor,  of 
Lancaster,  Thomas  Kitchen,  of  Over  Wyersdale,  and  Thomas  Thompson,  lately 
an  ironmonger  at  Lancaster,  now  a bankrupt,  Jonathan  Gibson  having  died  in 
the  testator’s  life-time. 

The  amount  of  the  legacies  and  debts  left  by  the  testator,  was,  in  the  whole, 
3,100/.  and  he  left  assets  to  the  amount  of  3,014/.  Js.  6^d.  After  making 
a proportionable  abatement  from  the  legacy  left  to  the  poor  of  Over  Wyersdale, 
there  remained  1,301/.  65.  7d. ; and  the  legacy  duty,  136/.  2s.  being  deducted, 
there  was  left  a clear  balance  of  1,225/.  4s.  Jd. 

The  executor,  Thomas  Thompson,  was  indebted  to  the  testator  in  the  sum  of 
Coo/,  for  which  he  had  given  his  promissory  notes,  and  this  sum  was  included  in 
the  sum  of  3,014/.  Js.  (i^d-  calculated  as  being  the  amount  of  the  assets.  In  the 
division  of  the  assets,  the  testator  having  directed  that  the  interest  of  his  legacy 
should  be  distributed  at  Christmas,  and,  as  the  money  in  Thompson’s  hands  was 
then  bearing  interest,  and  as  there  was  a difficulty  in  getting  in  the  assets,  it  was 
determined  by  the  trustees,  that  this  debt  of  COO/.  should  be  appropriated  in 
part  payment  of  the  charity  legacy,  in  order  that  there  might  be  a distribution 
of  a whole  year’s  interest  at  the  second  Christmas  after  the  testator’s  death. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Thompson  was  the  owner  of  a good  estate  in  Over  Wyersdale, 
and  was  considered  as  a person  of  responsibility,  and  in  affluent  circumstances; 
he  continued  to  pay  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  up  to  Christmas  I8I7 ; but  from 
that  period  the  payment  was  discontinued,  and  on  13th  November  1819,  a com- 
mission of  bankruptcy  issued  against  him,  and  the  other  trustees,  on  behalf  of 
the  charity,  proved  a debt  amounting  to  652/.  7^-  ^d.  for  principal  and  interest, 
up  to  13th  November  1819.  A dividend  of  6^.  in  the  pound  has  been  received, 
amounting  to  195/.  ll.y.  7d.  leaving  a deficiency  of  404  /.  85.  5</.;  and  it  is  stated 
that  a small  dividend  may  still  be  expected. 

The  dividend  received  under  Thompson’s  commission,  and  the  residue  of  the 
legacy,  after  the  deductions  above  mentioned,  now  form  the  fund  belonging  to 
this  charity,  which  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : — 


Laid  out  on  mortgage  of  freehold  property  at  Caton,  in  the  parish  of  Lan- 
caster 

[This  property  had  been,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiiy,  August  1825, 
advertised  for  sale ; so  that  it  was  expected  that  the  principal  would 
soon  be  paid  off.] 

Laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  212  /.  1 1 s.  2d.  new  four  per  cents,  in  1 825,  in 
the  name  of  John  Higgin  - --  --  --  -- 


£.  s.  d. 

600  - - 


220  - - 


Interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  sum  of  6OO  /.  due  from  Mr.  Thompson, 
has  been  paid  from  Christmas  I8I7  up  to  December  1822,  by  Mr.  John  Higgin, 
the  amount  having  been  entered  amongst  his  disbursements,  on  account  of  the 
charity,  without  any  corresponding  receipt.  In  1823,  he  discontinued  the  payment 
of  this  interest,  in  hopes  of  our  advice  on  the  subject,  having  previously  commu- 
nicated his  intentions  to  one  of  the  principal  land-owners  in  the  district,  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  charity.  It  appears,  however,  to  us,  that  the  trustees  are  liable 
for  the  loss  that  has  occurred,  not  having  invested  the  money  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator ; and  we  have  communicated  this  our  opinion  to 
Mr.  Higgin,  he  having  stated  to  us,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  that  if  we  con- 
sidered the  trustees  liable,  that  he  himself  was  ready  to  pay  the  interest  then 
due,  and  to  make  up  the  whole  deficiency,  his  co-trustees  being  unable  to  ad- 
vance any  part  thereof. 

The  testator  having  declared  that  he  had  appointed  Thomas  Kitchen,  because 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  poor  in  the  different  vaccaries,  he  has  furnished 
Mr.  Higgin  with  a list  of  the  poor  persons  qualified  as  directed  by  the  testator, 
and  has  affixed  to  their  names  the  sums  he  thought  each  person  entitled  to, 
varying  from  IO5.  to  4/. ; and  Mr.  Higgin  has  generally  divided  the  residue  of 
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the  interest,  after  deducting  1 L 105,  for  the  three  trustees,  and  the  expense  of  Over  Wyersdale. 
his  journey,  according  to  such  list,  with  some  variations  where  he  has  found 
it  expedient. 

A book  is  kept,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  testator,  in  which  the 
accounts  are  entered,  and  the  names  of  the  objects  of  charity  to  whom  the  ^ 
distribution  is  made. 

It  seems  desirable  that  Mr.  Thompson  should  resign  his  situation  as  trustee, 
and  that  some  other  fit  persons  should  be  appointed  in  the  place  of  him  and 
Mr.  Gibson,  who  died  in  the  life-time  of  the  testator. 


Thompson’s 

Charily, 

continued. 


PARISH  OF  MELTING. 

TOWNSHIPS  OF  MELLING  WITH  WRATON  AND  WENNINGTON. 

Bland's  Charity. 

Rebecca  Bland,  by  will,  bearing  date  27th  June  1759,  gave  to  the  Rev.  John  Melling. 

Tatham,  vicar  of  Melling,  Reginald  Remington,  and  William  Turner  Cams,  — 

tlie  sum  of  120/.  which  she  directed  to  be  placed  out  in  their  names,  on  good  Charity, 

security,  and  the  interest  to  be  applied  as  follows,  namely ; 105.  to  be  distributed 
every  St.  Thomas’s  day  to  the  poor  housekeepers  in  Melling  Town,  not  pen- 
sioners, and  the  remaining  interest  to  be  yearly  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of 
Melling,  for  the  time  being,  for  teaching  such  of  the  poor  children  within 
Melling  Wraton  and  Wennington,  as  the  said  John  Tatham  and  his  successors, 
vicars  of  Melling,  and  the  said  Reginald  Remington  and  William  Turner  Cams, 
and  their  heirs,  or  any  two  of  them,  should  think  proper. 

The  above-mentioned  legacy  was  for  many  years  placed  out  on  personal 
security ; and  in  the  month  of  Alay  1821,  181  /.  I65.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  120/.  stock  in  the  navy  five  per  cents.  In  lieu  of  which  there  is  now  126/. 
stock,  new  four  percents,  standing  in  the  names  of  William  Wilson  Cams  Wilson, 

Reginald  Remington,  and  the  Rev.  John  Tatham. 

The  additional  sum  requisite  /or  the  purchase  of  the  stock  beyond  the 
amount  of  Mrs.  Bland’s  legacy,  was  furnished  from  a balance  arising  out  of  the 
after-mentioned  charity  of  Gillison. 

The  dividends  are  received  by  Mr.  Remington,  and  the  sum  of  IO5,  part 
thereof,  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  by  two  of  the  trustees,  amongst 
poor  persons  of  the  town  of  Melling,  not  receiving  parochial  relief.  There  are 
very  few  persons  in  the  town  of  that  description  ; in  consequence  of  which  the 
whole  sum  has  sometimes  been  given  to  one  person,  and  has  seldom  been  divided 
amongst  more  than  three. 

The  residue  of  the  dividends  is  paid  over  to  the  schoolmaster,  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  our  account  of  the  following  charity. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MELLING. 

Gillison’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  Sd  April  1770,  between  William  Gillison,  of  the  Gilliswn’s  Charity, 
one  part ; and  William  Turner  Cams  and  Henry  Remington,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting,  that  the  said  William  Gillison  had  lately  transferred  100/.  three  per 
cent  consols,  into  the  names  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part ; it  was 
declared,  that  the  said  100/.  three  per  cent  consols,  w'as  standing  in  the  names 
of  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  apply  the 
dividends  thereof  for  teaching  children,  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Melling, 
in  the  rudiments  of  the  English  language,  at  the  school  there,  called  Melling 
School,  till  they  could  read  the  same  in  a manner  suitable  to  children  in  their 
situation,  paying  for  their  teaching  after  the  same  rate  as  other  children  were 
paid  for  by  their  parents  at  the  time  in  the  said  school ; and  also  towards  putting 
out  poor  children  of  the  said  township  apprentices  to  trade  or  business,  in  such 
manner  as  they  should  think  fit  ; provided,  that  no  part  of  the  dividends  of  the 
stock  should  be  applied  to  putting  out  apprentices,  except  such  part  as  should 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  over  and  above  what  should  have  been 
sufficient  for  instructing  such  children  in  reading  as  aforesaid,  and  other  the 
monies  thereafter  directed  to  be  paid  thereout ; and  that  in  the  course  of 
managing  the  said  charity,  the  children  of  persons  maintaining  themselves  by 
their  own  industry,  and  not  being  chargeable  to  the  said  township,  but  being 
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Melling.  unable  to  educate  and  apprentice  their  children,  should  have  the  preference  of 
. such  children  whose  parents  were  a charge  upon  the  township  ; and  the 
children  educated  as  dissenting  Protestants,  called  Presbyterians,  should  be 

X ' , equally  considered  objects  of  the  charity  as  those  who  should  be  educated 

according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England  ; provided  also,  that  when 
the  children  should  be  able  to  repeat  the  church  catechism,  or  being  brought  up 
as  dissenting  Protestants,  should  be  able  to  repeat  the  assembly’s  catechism, 
or  such  other  catechism  as  their  parents  should  think  proper  to  choose,  the  said 
trustees  should,  out  of  the  dividends  of  the  said  stock,  purchase  for  and  deliver 
to  such  of  the  children  educated  according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of 
England,  a new  bible  of  the  price  of  5 s.  and  a new  book  of  common  prayer  of 
the  price  of  Qs.  6d.  and  to  such  of  the  children  as  should  be  brought  up  in  the 
dissenting  way  as  aforesaid,  a new  Bible,  and  Book  of  Psalms  by  Dr.  Watts; 
provided  also,  that  the  money  so  to  be  paid  in  apprenticing  any  of  the  said 
children  whose  parents  should  not  be  chargeable  to  the  township,  should  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  9 1-  and  that  no  greater  sum  than  5l.  should  be  paid  in  favour 
of  any  of  the  children  who  should  be  placed  out  as  apprentice  at  the  expense  of 
the  township  ; and  that  the  quantum  of  such  premium,  and  the  children  to  be 
admitted  to  the  charity,  and  the  number  of  them,  should  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  trustees;  and  it  was  further  provided,  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  either  of 
the  trustees,  the  others  should  nominate  a new  trustee,  not  being  the  vicar, 
curate,  or  any  of  the  public  officers  of  the  parish  of  Melling,  but  that  no  person 
should  be  capable  of  being  nominated,  unless  at  the  time  of  his  nomination  he 
should  be  entitled  in  possession  to  some  messuages,  lands  or  tenements,  within 
the  township  of  Melling,  for  an  estate  of  freehold  or  inheritance,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  50  /.  and  a power  was  given  to  the  trustees  to  change  the  securities. 

The  donor  and  his  two  trustees  died  very  soon  after  the  execution  of  the 
deed,  and  the  dividends  of  the  stock  remained  unclaimed  for  a period  of  27 
years,  up  to  April  1798.  They  were  then  claimed,  and  received  by  ]\Ir.  Dickon- 
son  Cams,  as  executor  of  William  Turner  Cams, amounting  to  81/. 

The  sum  of  21/.  6s.  4>d.  was  paid  for  the  ex}>enses  attending  the  recovery  of 
these  dividends  at  the  bank,  and  of  proving  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Turner 
Cams,  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  the  cost  of  which  amounted  to  12/.  125., 
this  step  having  been  necessary,  as  he  had  no  property  in  that  province, 
except  the  stock  belonging  to  the  charity.  Out  of  the  residue,  48/.  7 6 </. 

was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  100/.  three  per  cent  consols,  so  that  there  is 
now  belonging  to  this  charity  200/.  in  that  stock,  which  stands  in  the  names  of 
William  Wilson  Cams  Wilson,  Dickonson  Cams,  and  Reginald  Remington, 
esquires. 

A dwelling-house  for  the  schoolmaster,  with  a school-room,  was  built  in" 
Melling  by  subscription  between  60  and  70  years  ago,  upon  a piece  of  waste 
ground,  called  Melling  Moor,  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Hornby,  with  the  consent' 
of  the  Honourable  Francis  Charters,  then  lord  of  the  manor,  who  gave  the  timber 
necessary  for  the  building. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  conveyance  of  the  site  was  ever  executed,  and 
John  Marsden,  esquire,  the  present  lord  of  the  manor,  claims  the  right  of 
appointment  of  schoolmaster,  upon  the  ground  that  the  school  was  built  upon 
the  waste,  and  he  has  accordingly  exercised  the  right  of  appointment  for  the 
last  30  years.  ' 

The  dividends  of  the  stock  have  been  received  by  W.  W.  C.  Wilson,  esquire,^ 
from  the  year  1798,  and  a regular  account  has  been  kept  by  him  of  his  receipts^ 
and  disbursements. 


From  these  accounts,  it  appears  that  in  March  1804,  he  paid  towards  the 
repairs  of  the  school  - --  --  --  -- 

January  1805. — For  a power  of  attorney  to  receive  the  dividends  of 
the  stock  - 

September  1821. — Towards  the  purchase  of  120 /.navy  five  per  cent  stock, 
on  account  of  Bland’s  charity,  as  above  mentioned  ---- 
And  in  June  1 823,  towards  an  apprentice  fee  _ . _ _ 


£.  s.  d. 

10  10  - ; 

116^ 

13  14  10 
5 - - 


The  residue  of  the  dividends,  beyond  the  payments  above-mentioned,  has^ 
been  applied  towards  the  education  of  poor  children,  in  the  manner  hereafter, 
mentioned,  excepting  a balance  of  -1<6/.  155.  which  remains  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Wilson. 

All’ 
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All  the  poor  children  of  the  two  townships  of  Melling  with  Wraton  and 
Wennington,  who  are  sent  to  the  school,  are  taught  there  without  any  charge 
to  their  parents,  and  the  schoolmaster  receives  out  of  the  funds  of  this  and  the 
preceding  charity,  the  following  quarterly  payments  for  every  child : — 


For  reading  - 

For  reading  and  writing 

And  for  reading,  writing  and  accounts 


£.  s.  d. 

- 5 - 
-7- 

- 13  - 


Melling. 


Gillison’s  Charity, 
continued. 

\ j 


The  funds  arising  from  Mrs.  Bland’s  gift,  after  the  deduction  of  IO5.  for  the 
poor,  are  applied  in  the  first  instance  to  defray  these  charges,  and  the  remainder 
is  paid  by  Mr.  Wilson,  out  of  the  funds  of  Gillison’s  charity. 

When  the  account  was  settled  with  the  schoolmaster  for  the  half-year  ending 
“at  Midsummer  1824,  the  sum  of  6/.  7^.  was  paid  to  him  for  the  instruction  of 
twelve  poor  children. 

With  respect  to  the  balance  of  46/.  155.  now  in  Mr.  Wilson’s  hands,  it  is 
.suggested  that  part  of  it  might  be  very  beneficially  applied  in  repairing  the 
school-house,  which  is  in  a very  bad  state,  and  enlarging  the  school-room. 

We  apprehend,  however,  that  the  trustees  would  not  be  justified  in  thus 
applying  the  balance.  It  is  stated,  that  no  proper  application  for  an  apprentice- 
ship has  been  refused,  yet  it  seems  probable,  that  if  it  were  more  generally 
known,  that  the  trustees  had  a fund  in  hand  for  that  purpose,  they  would  re- 
ceive a greater  number  of  applications  ; and  the  trustees  have  engaged  to  make 
inquiries,  and  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  not  children  in  the  township  of 
Melling,  who  are  objects  of  the  charity,  and  willing  to  be  placed  out. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  with  respect  to  the  application  of  the  dividends  in 
future,  that  it  is  provided  by  the  trust  deed,  that  all  the  children  in  the  school,  as 
soon  as  they  are  able  to  repeat  the  catechism,  which  is  put  into  their  hands, 
should  receive  certain  religious  books,  but  no  part  of  the  dividends  have  hitherto 
been  applied  in  this  manner. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  ARKHOLME  WITH  CAWOOD. 
Turner’s  Charity. 


Jane  Turner^  by  will,  bearing  date  7th  October  1734,  gave  one  piece  or  par- 
cel of  land,  lying  in  the  West  Field  in  Kellett,  about  half  an  acre  or  thereabouts, 
and  eight  other  parcels  of  land,  lying  in  Kellett  Intack,  about  three  acres,  unto 
William  Tomlinson  and  Richard  Smith,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  upon  trust, 
that  they  should  let  the  same,  and  pay  and  apply  the  annual  rents,  produce, 
and  profits  thereof,  towards  the  relief  of  such  poor  inhabitants  for  the  time  being, 
of  and  within  Arkholme  Quarter,  as  should  receive  no  other  relief  from  the  said 
Quarter ; and  when  either  of  them  should  die,  she  directed  that  the  survivor 
should  nominate  another  person  in  his  stead,  to  be  a trustee  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  out  of  the  most  honest  and  principal  inhabitants  of  and  within  Ark- 
holme aforesaid. 

John  Cragg  and  Thomas  Gardner  are  the  present  acting  trustees  of  this  charity. 

The  whole  of  the  property  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  Mrs.  Turner’s 
will,  consists  of  a close  in  Nether  Kellett,  called  Howgill  Cragg,  with  a lime- 
kiln thereon,  containing  about  3 acres,  customary  measure  of  7 yards  to  the 
perch.  This  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Towers,  who  held  it  under  a 
term  for  9 years,  which  expired  at  Candlemas  1825,  at  the  annual  rent  of  9/. 
and  has  continued  to  hold  it  without  any  new  agreement;  9./.  is  stated  to  be 
a fair  rent. 

Upon  the  inclosure  of  Kellett  Common,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  about  I6 
years  ago,  an  allotment  was  set  out  in  respect  of  the  above  mentioned  field,  con- 
taining about  5 roods  of  land,  customary  measure.  Tfiis  is  let  to  Francis  Fell, 
at  a good  rent  of  1 /.  155. 

Mr.  Cragg  has  had  the  sole  management  of  this  charity  for  upwards  of  12  years, 
and  has  received  the  rents  and  made  the  disbursements ; he  informed  us,  that 
he  had  distributed  one  moiety  of  the  rents  annually,  about  the  Feast  of  Trinity, 
and  the  other  at  Christmas,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the  township  of  Ark- 
holme with  Cawood  as  received  no  relief  from  the  township,  in  sums  varying 
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Arkholme  with 
Cawood. 

Turner’s  Charity. 


Arkbolme  with 
Cawood. 

Turner’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Wraton’s  Charity 
for  Bread. 


Wraton’s  Charity 
for  the  Poor. 


Cort’s  Charity. 


Farleton. 
Donor  unknown. 
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from  5 s.  to  405.  but  that  he  had  not  kept  any  accounts  of  his  receipts  or  expen- 
diture, as  we  conceive  he  was  bound  to  do. 

The  rent  for  the  allotment  had  been  in  arrear  for  two  years,  until  shortly 
before  our  inquiry ; but  the  arrears  were  then  paid  up  and  distributed  on  21st 
August  1825,  (the  day  preceding  our  investigation.) 

Wraton’s  Charity  for  Bread. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  it  is  stated,  that  Thomas  Wraton, 
by  will,  in  1728,  gave  a rent-charge  of  1 /.  65,  per  annum  for  bread  to  b widows 
or  widowers  of  this  township,  not  receiving  parochial  relief.  , 

By  an  extract  from  a will,  supposed  to  be  Thomas  Wraton’s,  but  without 
signature  or  date,  produced  to  us  by  the  curate,  it  appears  that  the  donor  devised 
to  John  Holm,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  two  closes,  one  called  Black  Acre,  lying  at 
Storrs,  and  the  other  called  Piper  Meadow',  in  Gressingham,  chargeable  w'ith 
the  distribution  of  six  penny  wheat  loaves  every  Sunday,  at  Arkholme  Chapel, 
to  such  poor  widows  or  widowers  of  Arkholme  with  Cawood  as  should  attend 
divine  service. 

The  two  fields  mentioned  in  the  above  extract  form  part  of  an  estate  called 
Storr’s  Hall,  which  is  situate  partly  in  Arkholme  and  partly  in  Gressingham, 

and  is  the  property  of Askew,  esquire,  whose  tenant  until  lately  provided 

six  penny  loaves  weekly,  which  were  distributed  to  poor  wddows  every  Sunday 
at  Arkholme  Chapel. 

In  consequence  however  of  a change  of  tenants,  this  bread  had  not  been  pro- 
vided by  the  occupier  of  the  farm  from  Candlemas  1824,  until  the  time  of  our 
inquiry,  August  1825,  so  that  three  half-years  payments  were  then  due;  but 
the  tenant,  William  Skirrow,  engaged  to  provide  25.  worth  of  bread  on  the 
second  Sunday  in  September,  and  every  Sunday  afterwards  until  Candlemas 
1826,  in  discharge  of  the  present  arrears,  and  the  other  half  year’s  payment 
which  will  then  have  become  due. 

Wraton’s  Charity  for  the  Poor. 

The  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786  further  state,  that  the  same  Thomas 
Wraton  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  not  receiving  relief,  a rent-charge 
of  1 1. 

In  respect  of  this  rent-charge,  the  tenant  of  the  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Askew, 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  charity,  distributes  IO5.  every  Saint  Thomas’s  day 
and  Trinity  Sunday,  to  such  poor  persons  of  the  towmship  who  send  to  him  I'or 
it,  generally  in  sums  of  1 5.  to  each. 

This  rent-charge,  it  appears,  ought  to  be  given  to  poor  persons  not  receiving 
regular  relief;  Mr.  Skirrow  has  therefore  promised  to  consult  the  overseer  as  to 
the  distribution  in  future,  in  order  that  he  may  ascertain  what  persons  are  proper 
objects  of  the  charity. 

Cort’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that  Thomas  Cort, 
by  will,  in  1719,  gave  the  sum  of  10/.  then  vested  in  William  Smith,  and 
producing  the  annual  interest  of  85.  for  teaching  children  of  this  township. 

Mr.  John  Cragg,  as  the  representative  of  the  said  William  Smith,  pays  the 
annual  sum  of  85.  in  respect  of  this  sum  of  10/.  Mr.  William  Smith  having 
been,  during  his  life-time,  in  the  habit  of  placing  two  poor  children  of  the  town- 
ship at  school,  Mr.  Cragg  has  since  his  death  continued  to  do  so,  and  has  paid 
the  above-mentioned  sum  to  a schoolmaster  in  Arkholme,  towards  the  charge  of 
their  instruction. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  FARLETON. 

Donor  unknow'n.. 

The  yearly  sum  of  45.  is  paid  to  the  overseer  of  Farleton,  by  Richard  Herst, 
as  the  gift  of  some  person  unknown,  charged  upon  property  belonging  to  him, 
in  the  township  of  Gressingham,  in  the  parish  of  Lancaster,  to  which  township 
a similar  payment  is  made,  as  stated  in  a former  part  of  this  report. 

This  sum  is  given  by  the  overseer  of  Farleton,  to  one  or  more  poor  persons 
of  the  township,  at  his  own  discretion. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  HORNBY. 

Elizabeth  Thornton’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Thornton,  by  will,  bearing  date  12th  April  1742,  gave  to  William  Hornby. 
Bennison,  of  Hornby,  in  the  parish  of  Melling,  and  the  minister  of  Melling,  £jj2ab^^i7rho 
50/.  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  on  Government  or  other  security,  and  ton’s^Charity” 

to  pay  the  produce  thereof  yearly,  on  Christmas-eve,  to  such  poor  housekeepers  — — 

of  the  town  of  Hornby,  as  they,  with  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being  should  think  fit ; and  she  further 
gave  to  the  same  persons,  31.  to  defray  all  charges  and  expenses  in  placing  out 
the  said  legacy  of  50/. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  22d  and  23d  February  1749, 
as  stated  in  the  answer  of  the  defendants  to  an  information  filed  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  between  Daniel  Armshad,  of  the  first 
part;  John  Sidebotham,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  the  second  part;  Roger 
Featherstone,  of  the  third  part ; Peter  Sidebotham,  Henry  Stirrup,  and 
Catherine,  his  wife,  of  the  fourth  part ; and  James  Wemyss,  Christopher 
Skirrow,  and  Henry  Williamson,  of  the  fifth  part ; reciting  the  will  of  Elizabeth 
Thornton  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  legacy  of  50  /.  had  been  paid 
to  the  said  James  Wemyss  and  others ; and  that  by  the  benefactions  of  chari- 
table persons  theretofore  made,  the  township  of  Hornby  was  invested  with 
a stock  of  96/.  exclusive  of  the  said  legacy  of  50/.,  the  produce  whereof  was 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  persons  within  Hornby  aforesaid ; a dwel- 
ling-house, garden,  stable  and  croft  in  Hornby,  were,  for  the  considerations 
therein  mentioned,  conveyed  to  the  said  James  Wemyss  and  others,  and  their 
heirs,  upon  the  trusts,  and  for  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  25th  and  26th  November 
1790  (as  appears  by  the  same  answer),  the  said  James  Wemyss,  as  surviving 
trustee,  conveyed  the  said  premises,  upon  the  same  trusts,  to  Anthony  Atkin- 
son, John  Watkinson,  Thomas  Williamson,  R.  Cragg,  George  Beckett,  Bryan 
Townson,  and  James  Sawrey,  and  their  heirs,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  the 
only  survivor. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of — 

1.  — A close,  containing  3r.  29p.  statute  measure,  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Proctor,  under  a parol  agreement  made  with  his  late  brother,  Robert 
Proctor,  for  a term  of  five  years,  which  will  expire  at  Candlemas  1826,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  51.  15^.  In  the  year  1804,  this  close  was  let  by  auction  at  6/. 
per  annum,  at  which  rent  it  continued  till  it  was  let  upon  the  agreement 
above  mentioned. 

It  is  stated,  that  this  close  has  been  in  some  measure  injured  by  Robert 
Proctor  having  made  a way  through  it  to  some  other  detached  premises  in  his 
occupation,  which  is  still  used  for  the  same  purpose  by  the  present  tenant. 

Steps  we  conceive  ought  to  be  taken  for  preventing  the  continuance  of  this 
inconvenience. 

2.  — An  allotment,  containing  1 a.  & 3p.  statute  measure,  set  out  upon 
the  Hornby  inclosure  about  the  year  1803,  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  said 
Thomas  Proctor,  at  the  rent  of  5 s.  under  a lease  for  99  years  from  2d  February 
1803,  stated  to  have  been  granted  to  Timothy  Parker,  deceased,  before  the 
land  was  brought  into  cultivation. 

The  present  value  of  this  allotment  is  estimated  at  205.  a year.  The  grant- 
ing of  this  lease,  and  the  letting  of  the  close  above  mentioned,  are  now  subjects 
of  inquiry  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  under  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the 
Attorney  General,  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

3.  — A tenement,  formerly  a stable,  and  now  used  as  a car-house,  let  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  Proctor,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rate  of  1 /.  1 s. 

4.  — A house,  containing  five  apartments,  which  are  occupied  by  different 
persons,  at  small  weekly  or  yearly  rents,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  4/.  145. 
per  annum. 

5.  — Two  small  tenements,  let  to  yearly  tenants,  at  rents  amounting  to  2/.  IO5. 
per  annum. 

The  houses,  which  are  in  bad  condition,  appear  to  be  let  for  as  much  as  they 
are  worth. 
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Mr.  Robinson,  attorney,  of  Lancaster,  as  agent  for  James  Savvrey,  the  only 
surviving  trustee,  receives  the  rents,  and  makes  the  disbursements  in  manner 
following : — 

After  deducting  about  11.  85.  for  the  expenses  incurred  at  the  time  of  the 
distribution,  and  a small  sum  for  poor  rates,  the  residue  is  distributed  at  a public 
house  in  Hornby,  on  Christmas-eve,  amongst  poor  persons  residing  in  the 
township,  in  sums  varying  from  I5.  to  14  5.  a preference  being  given  to  such 
as  do  not  receive  relief,  and  some  distinction  being  made  as  to  those  inha- 
bitants who  are  settled  in  the  township.  The  incnmbent  of  the  chapelry  has 
of  late  years  attended  the  distribution. 

An  account  is  made  out  of  the  names  of  the  persons  receiving  the  charity, 
and  the  sums  given  to  each  person,  which  is  transmitted  to  Mr.  Sawrey. 

With  respect  to  the  general  management  of  this  charity,  complaints  have 
been  made  against  Mr.  Sawrey,  and  his  late  co-trustee,  Bryan  Townson,  now 
deceased,  particularly  as  to  the  letting  of  the  close  above  mentioned,  and  the 
allotment  set  out  on  the  inclosure,  and  as  to  the  selection  of  persons  to  whom 
the  income  has  been  distributed;  and  in  Trinity  term  1809,  an  information 
was  filed  by  the  Attorney  General  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  at  the  relation 
of  John  Marsden,  of  Hornby  Castle,  esquire,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Proctor, 
minister  of  Hornby,  against  Bryan  Townson,  and  James  Sawrey,  the  then 
surviving  trustees,  and  Thomas  Murthwaite  Parker,  the  then  lessee  of  the 
allotments  above  mentioned,  charging  the  trustees  with  having  underlet  the 
close  now  occupied  by  Thomas  Proctor,  with  having  improperly  alienated 
the  allotment  made  on  the  Hornby  inclosure,  and  also,  with  having  distributed 
the  rents,  as  far  as  they  had  made  any  distribution,  without  the  approbation  of 
the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  Hornby,  as  directed  by  the 
testatrix;  and  praying  that  two  or  more  proper  persons  might  be  appointed 
trustees,  and  that  the  charity  estates  might  be  conveyed  to  them  accordingly  ; 
that  an  account  might  be  taken  of  the  rents  and  profits,  and  of  the  application 
thereof,  and  all  improper  leases  might  be  declared  void. 

To  this  information  the  trustees  put  in  their  answers,  denying  all  the  charges 
contained  therein  ; and  the  defendant  Parker,  since  deceased,  stated,  that  the 
lease  of  the  allotments  was  granted  to  him  for  a full  consideration ; viz.  the 
expenses  of  fencing  it,  and  bringing  it  into  cultivation. 

Upon  the  cause  coming  on  for  a hearing,  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to 
appoint  new  trustees,  and  to  inquire  of  what  the  charity  estates  consisted,  and 
how  they  were  let,  and  to  take  an  account  of  the  rents  and  profits,  and  the 
application  thereof. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Master  has  approved  of  four  or  five  persons  to  be 
trustees,  but  that  no  conveyance  has  yet  been  executed  to  them,  and  proi- 
ceedings  are  still  going  on,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Master  to  take  the 
account.  i 

Edmondson’s  Gift. 

William  Edmondson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  27th  August  1735,  directed  his 
executors  to  lay  out  50/.  in  a purchase  of  lands,  within,  or  as  near  the  chapelry 
of  Hornby,  as  might  conveniently  be,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  distri- 
buted yearly  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  chapelry,  according  to  the  discretion 
of  the  person  who  should  be  the  owner  of  his  estate  at  Outhwaite,  or  in  default 
of  such  owner,  by  the  chapelwardens  for  the  time  being. 

It  appears  from  a receipt,  bearing  date  27th  October  1741,  signed  by  the 
chaplain,  2 chapelwardens,  6 sidesmen,  and  22  others,  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  chapelry  of  Hornby,  that  the  legacy  of  50  /.  was  then  received  of  the 
executors  of  the  testator,  and  the  parties  signing  the  sam.e  severally  promised  to 
lay  out  the  same,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will. 

It  appears,  however,  that  this  legacy  was  never  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
land,  but  that  it  was  deposited,  about  60  years  ago,  by  two  of  the  chief  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  in  the  hands  of  a Mr.  Beakbane,  and  that  the  whole,  except 
a small  dividend,  amounting  to  3 /.  155.  was  lost,  in  consequence  of  his  dying  in 
a state  of  insolvency  some  time  afterwards.  It  is  stated  in  the  Returns  made  to 
Parliament,  in  I786,  that  the  sum  of  5/.  155.  was  then  in  the  hands  of  tlic 
chapelwardens,  but  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  nothing  further  was  known 
respecting  it. 

Murr.vy’s  Gift. 

David  Miirrat),  by  will,  dated  7th  August  1822,  and  proved  in  the  Prero- 
gative Court  of  Canterbury,  reciting,  tliat  he  had  lately  erected  a school-house 

upon 
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upon  part  of  his  lands  in  Hornby,  in  which  poor  boys  and  girls,  residing  in  Hornby. 

in  Hornby,  were  taught  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  devised  the  said  — ^ 

school,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  his  son  John,  and  his  trustees  and  executors 

thereinafter  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they  should,  for  the  ^ ‘ 

term  of  20  years  from  the  time  of  his  death,  or  for  such  further  time  as  they 

should  think  proper,  permit  the  same  to  be  open  for  the  reception  of  poor  boys 

and  girls  residing  in  Hornby,  to  be  taught  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts, 

and  for  Sunday  scholars,  provided  the  master  of  the  said  school  should  be  the 

Sunday  teacher  j and  he  also  directed,  that  his  said  trustees  and  executors, 

should,  during  the  said  term  of  20  years,  but  no  longer,  pay  out  of  his  personal 

estate  20/.  yearly  (after  thereout  in  the  first  place  keeping  the  said  school  in 

repair,)  by  half  yearly  payments,  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas,  to  the  master  of 

the  said  school,  as  a salary  for  teaching  the  said  poor  boys  and  girls,  in  manner 

above  mentioned,  at  one-half  of  the  usual  prices  charged  for  such  instruction  ; 

and  he  appointed  his  son  John,  his  said  trustees  and  executors,  and  their  heirs, 

trustees  of  the  said  school. 

The  executors  were  Robert  Taylor,  Thomas  Smith,  Richard  Willis,  esquires, 

Agnes  Murray,  widow  of  the  testator,  who  proved  the  will,  and  Reginald 
Remington,  esquire. 

The  testator  died  soon  after  the  date  of  his  will,  and  the  school  premises  were 
for  a short  time  used  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will ; but  John  Murray, 
esquire,  the  only  child  of  the  testator,  and  the  devisee  mentioned  in  the  will, 
has  since  claimed  it  as  his  property  as  heir  at  law  to  his  father,  on  the  ground 
that  the  devise  is  void  under  the  provisions  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36,  and  the  school  is 
now  shut  up.  The  annuity  of  20/.  was  paid  by  the  executors  during  the  time 
the  school  was  open,  but  the  payment  has  since  been  discontinued,  and  as  the 
trustees  are  directed  out  of  it,  in  the  first  place,  to  keep  the  school  in  repair,  and 
to  pay  the  residue  to  the  master  of  the  said  school,  it  is  apprehended,  that  as 
the  devise  of  the  school  is  void,  the  bequest  of  the  annuity,  although  charged 
upon  the  personal  estate  of  the  testator,  cannot  be  supported. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WR.AY  WITH  BOTTON. 

School,  including  Thompson’s  Gift. 

Richard  Pooley,  by  will,  dated  18th  February  1685,  bequeathed  20/.  towards  Wray  with  Botton. 
the  building  a free  school  in  his  grounds  at  Weend’s  Head,  in  Wray,  in  hopes 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Wray  would  lead  the  materials,  and  make  convenient  ThompsWs^Gif^^ 
seats  in  the  said  school-house,  with  a closet  for  the  schoolmaster,  at  their  own 
costs : He  also  bequeathed  200  /.  to  be  paid  in  four  years  after  his  decease,  to 
Thomas  Bennison,  of  Roberindale,  and  Giles  Butterfield,  and  two  others,  of 
Botton,  in  the  parish  of  Melling,  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  to  be  purchased  in  the 
name  of  some  of  his  family  of  Pooley,  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be 
paid  to  the  master  of  the  said  free  school,  for  his  teaching  and  educating  therein 
all  children  coming  to  the  same,  whose  parents,  guardians  and  tutors,  should 
dwell  in  Wray  Roberindale,  and  the  lower  end  of  Botton,  viz.  from  the  house 
there  of  Giles  Butterfield  to  Wray  ; and  he  appointed  the  persons  above-men- 
tioned trustees,  and  directed  that  when  any  of  them  should  die  the  survivois 
should  elect  one  other  sufficient  person  to  succeed  him,  and  so  from  time  to 
time  for  ever ; and  he  directed,  that  the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  should  have  power  to  elect  and  remove  the  schoolmaster  at 
their  discretion ; and  he  further  directed,  that  the  following  words  should  be 
cut  or  engraven  over  the  door  of  the  said  schoolhouse,  when  built,/*  This  is  the 
Gift  of  Captain  Richard  Pooley,  of  Wray,  with  200/.  for  ever.” 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2d  February 
enrolled  at  Wakefield,  between  William  tiinde  and  Agnes  his  wife,  of  the  first 
part ; Ellen  Hinde,  widow,  of  the  second  part ; and  Edward  Wildman,  and  three 
others,  of  the  third  part ; a messuage  or  tenement  called  Eskew,  and  several  closes 
therein  mentioned,  viz.  the  Upper  Wood,  adjoining  the  Eskew  Beck,  containing, 
by  estimation,  5a.  1r.  24p. ; the  Upper  Field,  containing  3a.  2r.  25p.;  the 
Well  Close,  containing  2a.  2r.  14p.  ; and  the  Great  Field,  below  the  house, 
containing  6a.  3r.  38  p.  situate  in  the  township  of  Bentham,  Yorkshire,  were 
conveyed,  in  consideration  of  280/.  to  the  use  of  Edward  Wildman,  and  others, 
trustees  of  Wray  school,  in  trust  for  the  same,  for  ever. 
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The  last  trust  deeds  of  these  premises  bear  date  27th  and  2Sth  September, 
1816,  whereby,  after  reciting  the  above-mentioned  bequest,  that  a school  had 
been  erected  soon  after  the  testator’s  death,  and  that  the  said  legacy  of  200  1. 
was,  with  an  addition  of  80/.  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  above-mentioned 
lands,  George  Wildman,  grandson  and  heir  at  law  of  Edward  Wildman,  the 
last  surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  the  use  of  David  Murray, 
of  Hornby  Hall,  esq.  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  Thomas  Smith,  esq. 
William  Howson,  since  deceased,  Reginald  Remington,  and  the  said  George 
Wildman,  the  then  trustees,  who  had  been  severally  duly  elected  from  time  to 
time  by  the  majority  of  the  surviving  trustees,  for  the  time  being,  according  to 
the  will  of  the  donor. 

The  estate  in  Bentham,  thus  purchased,  consists  of  a farm-house  and  several 
closes  and  small  parcels  of  wood,  containing  altogether  62  a.  2r.  4<p.  statute 
measure,  the  whole  of  w'hich  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Whitehead, 
to  whom  a lease  was  granted  about  fourteen  years  ago  for  the  term  of  nine 
years,  with  the  exception  of  the  underwood  and  timber,  and  a stone  quarry,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  40/.  When  the  nine  years  expired,  the  tenant  continued  in 
possession  at  the  same  rent ; but  two  years  afterwards  the  rent  was  reduced  to 
35 1.  and  it  has  been  lately  again  reduced  to  30/.  At  the  time  of  our  examin- 
ation (August  1825),  it  was  undetermined  what  the  rent  should  be  for  the  year 

1825,  as  it  had  been  agreed,  that  if  the  times  improved,  the  rent  should  be 
advanced.  The  tenant  has  also  had  the  benefit  of  the  quarry  for  some  years, 
but  no  additional  rent  has  been  paid  on  that  account. 

There  is  an  allotment  of  about  half  an  acre  of  land  adjoining  to  the  school, 
which  was  set  out  to  the  trustees  upon  the  Hornby  inclosure,  and  which  is  let 
by  the  Master.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Dugdale,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  15  s.  a year,  which  is  stated  to  be  its  fair  annual  value. 

In  the  year  1822,  the  trustees  cut  some  underwood,  wdiich  was  sold  for  24/. 
out  of  which  21/.  125.  was  expended  in  repairs  upon  the  farm-house;  and  the 
remainder,  being  2/.  85.  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wildman,  one  of  the  trustees. 
A further  quantity  of  underwood  has  since  been  cut  and  sold  for  29  /.  for  which 
the  trustees  have  received  a promissory  note,  payable  on  the  14th  February 

1826.  It  is  stated  that  it  will  require  the  further  sum  of  20/.  to  put  the  farm 
buildings  into  tenantable  condition ; and  it  is  intended,  immediately  to  apply 
a sufficient  sum  for  that  purpose. 

The  rent  is  paid  half-yearly  to  Mr.  George  Wildman,  in  the  presence  of  the 
schoolmaster,  to  vvhom  the  amount  is  immediately  paid  over.  For  this  reason, 
no  account  is  kept  of  the  rents  of  the  estate;  but  whenever  timber  is  felled,  or' 
any  other  extraordinary  receipts  occur,  an  account  of  the  disposal  of  it  is  made 
out.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  there  was  only  the  above-mentioned  sum  of 
2/.  85.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wildman. 

In  addition  to  the  endowment  above-mentioned,  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  by 
will,  dated  27th  August  1 803,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter- 
bury in  July  1805,  bequeathed  to  the  trustees  of  the  Wray  school  the  sum  of 
200/.  stock,  three  per  cent  consols.  In  consequence  of  the  personal  estate  of 
the  testatrix  having  been  found  insufficient  to  pay  her  debts  and  legacies,  a suit 
was  commenced  by  some  of  the  legatees  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  but  it 
was  afterwards  abandoned,  all  the  legatees  agreeing,  that  a proj)ortionable  abate- 
ment should  be  made  in  the  payment  of  their  respective  legacies.  In  pursuance 
of  this  arrangement,  the  sum  of  94/.  185.  was  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of 
the  charity ; and  the  sum  of  85/.  18  5.  the  residue  having  been  deducted  for 
the  expenses,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  132/.  5s.  3d.  three  per  cent 
consols,  in  the  names  of  the  above-mentioned  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  William 
Edmonson,  since  deceased,  and  George  Wildman. 

The  dividends  on  this  stock,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  SI.  19  5.  4<d.  are  received 
by  Mr.  Smith,  and  are  paid  over  to  the  schoolmaster,  without  any  deduction. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being.  The 
present  master,  upon  his  appointment,  gave  a bond  for  the  due  performance  of 
his  duties,  and  to  resign  after  two  months  notice  of  the  trustees  being  dissatisfied 
with  his  conduct.  He  admits  into  the  school  all  the  children  of  persons  residing 
in  Wray,  Roberindale,  and  the  lower  end  of  Botton,  and  instructs  them  without 
any  charge,  in  reading,  writing  and  accounts,  and  the  classics,  if  required  ; and 
he  has,  upon  an  average,  50  or  60  free  children  in  the  school.  For  other  children, 
whose  parents  do  not  reside  in  the  places  above-mentioned  a quarterage  is  charged. 

The 
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The  school  is  kept  in  a building  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  erected  for  the 
purpose  soon  after  tlie  death  of  the  testator. 

Donor  unknown. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that  some  person 
unknown  had  giv^en  to  the  poor  housekeepers  of  Wray-with-Botton  the  sum  of 
SI.  5s.  then  in  the  hands  of  Isaac  Wilcockson,  and  producing  yearly  25.  6d. 

This  sum  is  supposed  to  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dowbiggin,  of 
Lancaster,  who  died  lately;  but  the  interest  has  not  been  received  for  several 
I years,  and  we  could  not  learn  that  there  is  in  existence  any  evidence  by  which 
the  amount  may  be  recovered  from  the  executors. 

Smith’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  5 1.  is  stated  in  the  same  Returns  to  have  been  given  by  the  will 
I of  Anthony  Smith,  in  1729,  and  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  William  Howson. 
William  Howson  has  been  dead  for  many  years,  and  the  donation  seems  now  to 
be  irrecoverable.  

PARISH  OF  TATHAM. 

School. 

An  endowed  school,  which  is  reputed  to  have  been  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  division  of  this  parish,  has  existed  for  a long 
period ; but  we  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  deeds  or  documents  relating 
to  its  foundation. 

The  property  consists  of — 

1.  — A house  and  barn,  and  three  parcels  of  land,  in  Tatham,  called  the  Cow 
Pasture,  containing  2 a.  & lip.;  Holme  Mead,  2 11.  & 35  p. ; Corn  Close  and 
Garden,  3r.  & 20 p.  ; making  in  the  whole  3a.  2r.  26p.  ; which  are  let  to 
William  Hall,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  14/.  145.  per  annum.  This  rent  is  considered 
a high  one,  and  the  tenant  has  given  notice  to  quit. 

2.  — Two  cottages,  a garden,  a barn,  and  a close  of  land,  containing  rather 
less  than  a statute  acre,  let  to  George  Banks  and  Richard  Foxcroft,  as  yearly 

I tenants,  at  13/.  IO5.  per  annum,  which  is  also  stated  to  be  a high  rent. 

The  rents  are  received  by  Mr.  George  Wright,  as  the  agent  of  John  Marsden, 
esquire,  of  Hornby  Castle,  who  is  considered  to  be  the  only  trustee,  and  the 
amount  is  paid  over  to  the  schoolmaster,  without  any  deduction,  Mr.  Marsden 
and  Mr.  Wright  having  themselves  paid  for  such  repairs  as  have  been  done  to 
the  buildings,  but  they  are  still  in  bad  condition. 

School  is  kept  in  a room  built  for  that  purpose  many  years  ago,  which  has 
I been  lately  repaired  by  subscription. 

The  schoolmaster  is  appointed  by  Mr.  Marsden,  and  teaches  all  the  poor 
children  of  the  lower  division  of  Tatham,  whose  parents  choose  to  send  them 
to  the  school.  Such  as  are  instructed  in  reading  only  are  taught  gratuitously, 
but  a quarterage  is  paid  for  instruction  in  writing  and  arithmetic.  For  children 
not  of  the  lower  division  of  the  parish,  the  master  makes  his  own  terms. 


PARISH  OF  TUNSTALL. 

School. 

In  an  old  book,  belonging  to  this  parish,  there  is  an  account  to  the  following 
effect,  dated  1751,  and  entitled,  “ A particular  of  such  sums  of  money  as 
belong  to  the  school  of  Tunstall.” 

1.  — The  sum  of  30/.  bequeathed  by  a servant  of  Francis  Carrington,  de- 

ceased, in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wilson,  secured  by  a promissory  note,  at 
the  annual  interest  of  1 /.  7 s.  due  on  the  2d  of  February 

2.  — The  sum  of  10/.  bequeathed  by  Mr.  John  Gibson,  in  the  hands  of 

Mr.  Roger  Salisbury,  under  the  annual  interest  of  10  s.  due  on  19th 
September  ----------- 

3.  — The  sum  of  20/.  bequeathed  by  Thomas  Robson,  esquire,  in  the  hands 

of  John  Fenwick,  esquire,  at  the  annual  interest  of  18  s.  due  on  8th 
April  - --  --  --  --  -- 

4.  — The  sum  of  5 1.  bequeathed  by  John  Fenwick,  esquire,  deceased,  in  the 

hands  of  the  above-mentioned  John  Fenwick,  esquire,  at  the  interest 
of  4 s.  6 d.  due  November  27th  ------- 


Principal  sura 
Annual  interest 


£. 


30  - - 


10  - - 


20  - - 


5 - - 


65  - - 

2 IQ  6 


Q q 
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Of  the  65/.  above  mentioned,  the  sum  of  10/.  (which  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  10/.  formerly  in  the  hands  of  Roger  Salisbury)  has  been  lost  for  many 
years ; but  the  residue  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Giles  Moore,  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  school,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  i<  /.  10s.  per  cent.  No 
security  had  been  given  for  this  money  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  ; but  we  were 
informed,  that  Mr.  Moore  intended  giving  a promissory  note  for  the  amount. 

In  the  book  above  mentioned,  there  is  another  entry,  dated  2d  October  1751, 
which  recites,  that  Mr.  John  Farrer,  of  London,  merchant,  had  generously  pro- 
posed to  augment  the  salary  of  the  school  of  Tunstall  with  the  sum  of  200/. 
to  be  laid  out  in  a purchase  of  land,  in  order  to  render  the  said  augmentation 
perpetual,  on  condition  that  the  principal  persons  of  the  parish  should  consent 
to  rebuild  the  school  at  their  cost,  and  furnish  it,  when  completed,  v/ith  a col- 
lection of  suitable  books  ; and  it  is  there  stated,  that  at  a vestry  meeting, 
holden  at  the  parish  church  on  that  day,  it  was  agreed,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  said  proposal,  the  school  should  be  rebuilt,  in  a neat  and  commodious 
manner,  within  nine  months,  and  furnished,  when  completed,  with  a collection 
of  suitable  books,  and  that  several  persons,  therein  named,  should  lay  out  the 
said  sum  of  200/.  in  the  purchase  of  a freehold  estate,  so  soon  as  it  could  con- 
veniently be  done,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  interest  of  the  said  200/. 
should  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  master  of  the  school  of  Tunstall. 

It  appears  further,  from  another  entry  of  the  same  date,  that  John  Fenwick, 
esquire,  promised  to  contribute  the  sum  of  50/.  towards  augmenting  the  salary 
of  the  school  at  Tunstall. 

The  sum  of  250/.  above  mentioned,  appears  to  have  been  laid  out,  by  the 
Rev.  James  Cock,  in  the  purchase  of  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  following 
deed,  though  it  is  not  mentioned  either  in  the  conveyance  to  Mr.  Cock,  nor  his 
conveyance  to  the  trustees,  from  whence  the  consideration  for  the  purchase 
was  derived. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
bearing  date  26th  June  17-54,  between  the  Rev,  James  Cock,  of  the  one  part ; 
and  John  Fenwick,  esquire,  and  seven  others,  described  as  sidesmen  of  the 
parish  of  Tunstall,  of  the  other  part;  the  said  James  Cock,  for  a nominal  con- 
sideration, conveyed  to  the  said  John  Fenwick,  and  others,  and  their  heirs, 
two  closes  of  meadow,  called  Dugdale’s,  containing  by  estimation  3 ^ acres ; 
another  close,  called  Weetlands,  containing  by  estimation  2^  acres  ; another 
close,  called  Robin  Cross,  containing  by  estimation  l^  acre;  and  four  acres 
of  pasture  or  moss  ground,  in  the  common  held,  called  the  Long  Haws 
Pasture  ; all  which  premises  were  situate  in  Carnforth,  in  the  parish  of  Warton, 
and  had  been  purchased  for  the  sum  of  250/.  by  the  said  James  Cock,  and 
were  conveyed  by  Robert  Hodgson  to  him,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  » I 
bearing  date  7th  and  8th  February  1753  ; upon  trust,  that  the  said  John  Fen-  Bii 
wick,  and  others,  their  heirs  and  successors,  should  yearly  employ  the  clear  * 
rents  and  profits  thereof  towards  the  providing,  supporting  and  maintaining 
a master  at  Tunstall  school  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  three  or 
fewer  of  the  said  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  choose  three  or 
more,  or  fewer,  able  and  sufficient  persons,  most  likely  to  defend  the  trusts 
thereinbefore  mentioned,  to  be  trustees  whth  them,  and  should  transfer  the  ‘ 
premises  above  mentioned  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such  new  trustees ; 
the  said  premises  to  be  held  subject  to  the  payment  of  a fee-farm  rent  of 
2s.  6d.  and  a modus  of  2s.  l\d.  payable  to  the  proprietors  of  the  rectory  of 
Warton,  in  lieu  of  tithe  hay. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  10th  and  11th  April  1797, 
Francis  Tatham,  the  then  only  surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  said  premises, 
by  the  same  description,  to  George  Welch,  deceased,  Giles  Moore,  * [Francis] 
Hannam  Abbotson,  the  Rev.  Robert  Procter,  Richard  *[Toulmin]  North,  and 
three  others,  since  deceased,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school  consists  of — 

1.  — The  above  mentioned  sum  of  55/.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Giles  Moore,  pro- 
ducing yearly  21.  9^.  6^/.  interest. 

2.  — A meadow,  containing  about  -4a.  2r.  7p*  statute  measure,  let  to  Thomas 
Butcher,  upon  an  agreement  for  the  term  of  7 years  from  13th  February  1822, 
at  the  yearly  reut  of  13/. 

3.-Tl;e 


* These  names  are  omitted  in  the  deed. 
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3.  — The  two  fields,  called  Weetlands,  containing  3a.  & 16  p.  let  to  Edmund 
Bainbridge,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  7 /. 

4.  — A close  of  rough  pasture  land,  called  Robin  Cross,  containing  2 a.  1r.  2p. 
let  to  John  Masheter,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  IL  5s. 

5.  — A close  of  pasture  land,  called  Long  Haws,  containing  3a.  1r.  4p. 
and  Long  Tithing,  containing  3a.  1 r.  3p.  let  to  John  Titherington,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  2/.  15  5. 

The  premises  above  mentioned  were  all  let  by  public  competition  in  1822, 
under  the  direction  of  the  late  schoolmaster,  and  a relation  of  one  of  the 
trustees. 

There  is  a good  school-room,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  sub- 
scription, in  pursuance  of  the  agreement  already  stated  to  have  been  made 
in  1751.  Before  the  appointment  of  the  present  master,  the  upper  part  of  the 
school  was  converted  into  apartments  for  his  residence,  and  a small  addition  was 
made,  consisting  of  a staircase  and  a pantry,  upon  land,  the  whole  or  part  of 
which  is  now  claimed  by  R.  T.  North,  esquire,  one  of  the  trustees. 

These  additions,  and  the  repairs  of  the  old  part,  were  made  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  present  vicar,  and  principally  at  his  expense  ; and  he  states, 
that  he  showed  the  places  previously  to  Mr.  North,  who  made  no  objection  at 
the  time,  but  on  the  contrary  approved  of  the  building.  Mr.  North  has,  how- 
ever, lately  given  the  schoolmaster  notice  to  quit,  some  difference  having  taken 
place  between  the  vicar  and  Mr.  North,  relating  to  matters  unconnected  with 
the  school. 

The  present  schoolmaster  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  in  October  1824,  and 
at  that  time  was  directed  to  instruct  freely  six  children,  who  were  to  be  appointed 
by  the  vicar  and  the  trustees,  from  the  townships  ofTunstall,  Burrow,  and 
Cantsfield. 

At  the  same  meeting,  two  children  from  each  of  the  three  townships  were  ap- 
pointed to  be  taught  free,  and  the  (piarterage  for  other  children  of  the  parish 
was  fixed  at  3^.  Od.  for  reading,  5 s.  for  writing,  and  'Js.  for  arithmetic  ; and  at 
a subsequent  meeting  it  was  agreed,  that  the  vicar  should  fill  up  the  vacancies 
whenever  any  of  the  six  free  children  should  leave  the  school. 

The  master  receives  the  income  derived  from  the  sources  above  mentioned, 
without  any  deduction,  except  Qd.  which  is  paid  yearly  as  the  lord’s  rent, 
and  in  respect  thereof  he  has  taught  school  according  to  the  terms  prescribed, 
as  above  mentioned,  except  that  he  has  by  mistake  charged  Js.  6 d.  a quarter 
for  arithmetic;  he  also  teaches  the  Latin  language,  if  required,  upon  terms 
agreed  on  between  the  parents  of  such  scholars  and  himself ; but  there  were  no 
pupils  who  received  a classical  instruction  at  the  time  of  our  examination  ; upon 
an  average  about  24  children  attend  the  school. 

There  are  a few  old  books  belonging  to  the  school,  which  were  probably 
purchased  about  the  time  of  Mr.  Farrer’s  donation. 


Gifts  of  Tatham  and  others. 

The  book  mentioned  above,  in  our  account  of  the  school,  contains  also  the 
following  entry,  entitled  ; 


“ A PARTICULAR  OF  SUCH  SUMS  AS  BELONG  TO  THE  POOR 

OF  TUNSTALL.” 


1.  — The  sum  of  5 s.  per  annum,  bequeathed  by  the  Rev.  Edmund 

Tatham,  late  Vicar  ofTunstall,  payable  at  Christmas,  per  annum 

2.  — The  sum  of  lo/.  bequeathed  by  John  Gibson,  in  the  hands  of 

Roger  Salisbury,  at  the  annual  interest  of  10s.  due  September 
19th,  per  annum  - 

3.  — ^The  sum  of  30  /.  bequeathed  by  a servant  of  Richard  Latham,  in 

the  hands  of  Mr.  Beakbeane,  at  the  annual  interest  of  1 1.  5 s. 
due  2d  February  ------ 


£.  s.  d. 

- 5 - 

- 10  - 

1 5 - 


£. 


2 - 


No  money  has  been  received  by  the  poor  of  the  parish  in  respect  of  these 
gifts  for  many  years. 

It  is  not  known  upon  what  property  the  yearly  sum  of  5 s.  given  by  the  Rev. 
Edmund  Tatham,  was  charged. 

Rep.  15.  Q q 2 
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Tunstall.  With  respect  to  the  sum  of  10/.  said  to  have  been  bequeathed  by  John  Gibson, 

it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  it  is  stated, 

^ and°other!*''™  that  John  Gibson  gave,  but  by  what  instrument  is  not  mentioned,  a rent-charge 
continued!  of  105.  then  vested  in  Mr.  Slater,  to  the  poor.  Mr.  Slater  was  formerly  pos- 

^ sessed  of  a small  tenement,  consisting  of  a house  and  barn,  and  5 or  6 acres  of 
land  in  this  township,  and  is  reputed  to  have  paid  the  yearly  sum  of  IO5.  in 
respect  thereof  for  some  time.  These  premises  now  belong  to  Mr.  Jackson 
Turner,  having  been  purchased  by  his  father-in-law  upwards  of  SO  years  ago ; 
but  the  annuity  has  never  since  been  paid,  and  Mr.  Turner  states,  that  tlie 
property  was  conveyed  free  from  incumbrances,  and  that  there  is  no  notice  of 
such  a charge  in  his  title  deeds. 

The  last  mentioned  sum  of  30/.  is  stated  to  have  remained  in  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Beakbane,  until  he  died  about  35  years  ago,  in  a state  of  insolvency. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  TUNSTALL. 

Forton’s  Gift. 

Forton's  Gift.  Thomas  Forton,  by  will,  dated  3d  June  I8I7,  bequeathed  the  sum  of  100/. 

for  the  benefit  of  poor  persons  of  and  belonging  to  the  township  of  Tunstall, 
and  directed  the  same  to  be  paid  by  his  executors  to  the  vicar,  churchwardens, 
and  overseers,  to  be  by  them  applied  for  the  benefit  of  such  persons  belonging 
' to  and  resident  in  the  said  township,  in  such  manner,  as  at  a meeting  to  be 
convened  for  that  purpose,  they,  or  the  majority  of  them,  should  order  and 
direct. 

The  principal  sum,  after  the  deduction  of  legacy  duty,  was  paid  to  the  vicar, 
and  the  whole  has  been  distributed,  together  with  the  interest  which  has  ac- 
crued upon  it,  except  the  sum  of  28/.  15  5.  which  remained  in  the  vicar’s  hands 
at  Christmas  1824,  and  for  which  he  has  agreed  to  pay  interest  at  4 per  cent, 
until  the  whole  shall  be  disposed  of. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  LECK. 

Donor  unknown. 

Leek,  In  an  ancient  list  of  a number  of  cattle-gates  on  a pasture,  called  the  Cow 

Close,  or  Nether  Leek  Cow  Pasture,  as  it  was  stinted  previously  to  an  agree- 

Donor  unknown,  made  14th  May  1694  (whereby  each  proprietor  agreed  to  abate  one-third 

part  of  his  former  stint),  it  is  stated,  that  Edmund  Tatham  (out  of  6l  cattle- 
gates,  at  which  the  pasture  had  been  stinted)  had  23,  and  also  2,  which  were 
given  to  the  poor  of  Leek,  but  were  in  his  care. 

In  the  year  ]741,  this  cow  pasture  was  divided  amongst  the  proprietors 
of  the  cattle-gates  into  three  parts,  one  of  which  comprised  an  allotment 
in  respect  of  those  which  belonged  to  the  poor,  as  appears  by  the  following 
instrument : — 

By  deed,  bearing  date  11th  November  1741,  executed  by  Jonathan  Thorn- 
ton, Thomas  Nicholson  and  William  Tomlinson  ; reciting,  that  George  Moore, 
William  Yeats,  William  Batty,  John  Preston,  William  Robinson,  John  Wilson, 
William  Batty,  John  Hutton  and  Isabell  Harling,  were  entitled  to  several 
beast  grasses  throughout  the  close,  called  Nether  Leek  Cow  Close,  in  the 
township  of  Leek,  and  that  they  had  entered  into  articles  of  agreement,  bearing 
date  11th  June  1741,  and  had  appointed  the  said  Jonathan  Thornton  and 
others  to  divide  the  said  close,  and  allot  to  each  respective  proprietor  a pro- 
portionate share  thereof,  according  to  their  respective  cattle-gates;  the  said 
parties  awarded,  that  John  Preston,  William  Robinson,  John  Hutton  and 
Isabell  Harling,  should  hold  in  severalty  the  low  end  of  the  said  close, 
containing  10a.  1 r.  ; that  George  Moore  and  John  Wilson  should  hold  the 
middle  part  of  the  said  close,  containing  27  a.  1 r.  ; and  that  the  said  William 
Yeats,  William  Batty  and  William  Batty,  should  hold  and  enjoy  to  their  use  in 
severalty,  for  their  several  and  respective  full  shares  and  proportions  thereof, 
together  with  the  cattle-gates,  rights  and  interests,  belonging  to  the  chapel  of 
Leek,  and  the  poor  of  the  said  township,  the  high  part  of  the  said  close, 
adjoining  the  common,  and  containing  32a.  or  thereabouts. 

The  documents  above  mentioned  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Giles  Moore, 
of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  a proprietor  of  part  of  the  Nether  Leek  cow  pasture. 

In  an  old  book  of  accounts,  belonging  to  the  township,  there  is  an  entry, 
dated  20th  December  1758,  purporting  to  contain  an  account  of  the  charity 

monies 
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monies  which  were  distributed  yearly  to  the  poor  householders  within  the 
township  of  Leek  by  the  landholders  there  ; and  amongst  other  payments, 
which  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  it  is  stated,  that  the  sum  of  I65.  was  pay- 
able by  Mr.  William  Yeats,  of  Beethom,  being  “ the  interest  of  two  cow  close 
cattle  grasses.” 

The  land  comprised  in  the  3'2a.  set  out  to  William  Yeats  and  the  two  Batty’s, 
is  now  let  at  about  14 5.  an  acre ; but  the  same  yearly  sum  of  I65.  has  continued 
to  be  paid  up  to  the  present  time.  This  is  now  paid  by  the  Rev.  Edward 
Yeats,  through  his  tenant,  John  Langstroff,  who  rents  of  him  the  whole  of  the 
allotment  of  32  acres,  the  share  of  the  two  Batty’s  having  been  purchased  by 
the  grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Yeats,  in  1742. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Yeats,  that  until  lately  he  w'as  not  aware  what  the 
property  was,  in  respect  of  which  he  has  paid  this  annual  sum  of  l6j?. ; that  he 
has  since  made  inquiries  upon  the  subject,  and  that  from  what  he  has  been  able 
to  collect,  he  understands,  that  at  the  time  of  the  award  in  1741,  the  land 
belonging  to  the  poor  was  meered  out  in  the  north-east  corner  of  his  share  of 
the  said  pasture  (the  32  acres),  but  that  the  meer  stones  have  since  been 
ploughed  up,  and  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  is  any  person  living  who 
can  point  out  where  they  stood,  or  the  quantity  of  land  so  marked  out ; and 
Mr.  Yeats  submits,  that  if  the  precise  claims  of  the  charity  could  be  ascertained, 
it  would  be  best  for  both  parties  if  a partition  could  take  place  : such  a parti- 
tion we  conceive  is  extremely  desirable  on  behalf  of  the  poor,  who  have  for  a 
great  length  of  time  certainly  received  considerably  less  than  what  they  are 
entitled  to,  though  there  is  a difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  precise  amount  which 
they  ought  to  have  received  ; and  as  Mr.  Yeats  is  willing  to  concur  in  making  a 
partition,  we  may  expect  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  may  be  fairly  adjusted 
at  a very  trifling  expense.  In  case,  however,  any  difficulties  should  arise,  it 
may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  directions  of  a court  of  equity. 

An  account  of  the  application  of  the  yearly  sum  of  iGs.  will  be  stated  under 
the  following  head. 

Charities  of  Elizabeth  Welch  and  others. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  23d  February  1764,  between  Robert  Freckleton, 
and  Ann  his  wife,  of  the  one  part ; and  Elizabeth  Welch,  Ann  Welch,  John 
Welch,  esq.  Robert  Welch,  esq.  John  Robinson,  Marmaduke  Redmayne,  and 
Edward  Tatham,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  Edward  Tatham,  the  sum  of  I6/.  theretofore  given  for  the  benefit  of,  and 
to  be  yearly  applied  amongst  the  poor  housekeepers  of  Leek,  having  no  alms ; 
and  that  for  encouraging  of  the  said  charity,  and  in  order  to  complete  the 
purchase  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Ann  Welch  had 
voluntarily  given  the  sum  of  12/.  25.  making  up  in  the  whole  the  sum  of 
28/.  25. ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  premises  were  therefore  intended  to  be 
settled  upon  such  trusts  as  were  thereinafter  mentioned;  that  it  was  intended 
that  the  barn  parcel  of  the  premises,  thereinafter  mentioned,  should  be  converted, 
as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be,  at  the  expense  of  the  township  of  Leek,  into 
dwellings,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  thereof ; and  that  the  turf-house  adjoining 
the  same  should  remain  as  it  then  was,  for  the  laying  in  of  turf  or  other  fuel, 
or  otherwise,  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  said  dwellings ; which  said 
barn,  when  so  converted,  together  with  the  turf-house,  should  stand  charged 
with  the  yearly  rent  of  IO5.  being  what  the  same  were  then  let  for,  payable  at 
such  times  and  to  such  persons  as  thereinafter  mentioned ; it  was  witnessed, 
that  the  said  Robert  Freckleton,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  28/.  25.  con- 
veyed to  the  said  Elizabeth  Welch  and  others,  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  a barn,  with  a turf-house  at  the  end  thereof,  situate  on  the  hill  in 
Nether  Leek,  with  a close  called  “ Hopper  full  of  Stones,”  and  a parcel  of 
ground  adjoining,  called  Chapel  Wood,  containing  together,  by  estimation,  half 
an  acre  and  half  a rood,  lying  in  the  township  of  Leek,  upon  trust,  that  after 
deducting  all  expenses,  they  should  yearly  dispose  of  the  clear  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  premises,  in  the  chapel  of  Leek,  on  the  20th  of  December,  for  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  of  tbe  said  township,  who  should 
not  receive  alms  thereof,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees,  and  the  major 
part  of  the  principal  land-owners  of  the  said  township  then  present ; and  that 
as  soon  as  the  said  barn  was  converted  into  dwellings,  at  the  expense  of  the 
township,  the  trustees  should  permit  the  churchwarden  and  overseer  to  let  the 
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Leek-  said  dwellings  yearly,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  said  township, 

~T‘  . and  after  deducting  all  expenses,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  IO5.  to  be  paid  by 

Elizabe^th^Welch  t^^em  to  such  persons  aforesaid,  they  should  apply  the  remaining  rents  of 

and  others,  such  dwellings  or  turf-house  amongst  such  poor  of  the  said  township,  in  such 

continued.  manner  as  the  trustees  and  the  major  part  of  the  principal  land-owners  of  the 

^ township,  present  at  any  meeting,  should  appoint ; and  it  was  provided,  that 

as  often  as  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two,  new  trustees  should  be 
appointed  by  the  survivors. 

It  does  not  appear  from  whom  the  sum  of  16/.  above  mentioned,  was  derived, 
but  in  the  old  book  of  accounts  belonging  to  the  towmship,  in  the  list  of  charity 
monies,  of  which  w'e  have  taken  notice  in  the  preceding  case,  there  are  men- 
tinned  two  sums  of  13/.  10 5.  and  2/.  10 5.,  and  the  interest  is  there  entered  as 
having  been  distributed  from  17<58,  to  the  year  preceding  the  date  of  the  above 
abstracted  indenture. 

Edward  Tatham,  esquire,  the  heir  of  Edward  Tatham,  party  to  the  preceding 
indenture,  who  is  supposed  to  have  survived  his  co-trustees,  mentioned  in  the 
deed,  is  now  the  only  acting  trustee  of  these  charities. 

There  are  two  cottages,  which  were  built  12  or  14  years  ago,  at  the  expense 
of  Samuel  Preston,  esquire,  and  given  up  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity,  in 
consideration  of  which,  the  site  of  the  old  barn  and  turf-house,  which  adjoined 
his  property,  was  given  up  to  him  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township,  but  it  is  supposed  that  no  deed  was  executed  in  testimony  of  the 
arrangement. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  charity  has  suffered  any  prejudice  by  this  agree- 
ment, but  we  apprehend  that  it  is  liable  at  any  time  to  be  determined. 

These  cottages  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  township,  and  are  occupied,  rent 
free,  by  poor  persons  placed  therein  by  the  overseers. 

The  parcels  of  land  called  the  Hopper  full  of  Stones,  and  the  Chapel  Wood, 
adjoin  each  other,  and  contain  about  three  roods,  customary  measure  of  seven 
yards  to  the  perch  ; they  are  held  by  David  Smith,  under  a parol  agreement, 
for  a term  of  three  years  from  December  1823,  at  the  rent  of  4/.  which  is  stated 
to  be  their  full  annual  value. 

There  is  also  a right  of  common  appurtenant  to  this  property  on  Leek  Fell, 
but  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  it  was  unproductive,  commissioners,  appointed 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  being  then  engaged  in  dividing  and  alloting  the 
Fell,  according  to  the  rights  of  the  respective  commoners. 

A small  sum  was  borrowed  some  years  ago,  of  Mrs.  Welch,  Mr.  Edward 
Tatham,  and  Mr.  James  Redmayne,  for  the  improv'^ement  of  this  property,  and 
the  sum  of  2/.  25.  has  been  annually  paid  by  the  overseer  of  the  township,  out 
of  the  poor  rates,  in  liquidation  of  the  debt,  which  is  now  nearly  discharged. 

The  rent  of  4/.  is  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  township,  generally  on  the 
20th  December,  and  distributed  on  the  same  day,  together  with  thesumoflG^. 
. arising  from  the  two  cow-grasses,  before  mentioned.  The  distribution  is  made 

at  a meeting  at  the  chapel,  which  is  usually  attended  by  Mr.  Edward  Tatham, 
and  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  the  town- 
ship as  are  not  in  the  receipt  of  regular  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  1/.  to 
25.  6</.  A regular  account  of  the  distribution  has  been  entered  in  a book  kept 
for  the  purpose,  which  has  been  signed  by  the  persons  assisting  at  it. 


Warton. 


School  & Hospital 
founded  by  Aich- 
bishop  Hutton. 


PARISH  OF  WARTON. 

School  and  Hospital  founded  by  Archbishop  Hutton. 

By  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  13th  November,  in  the  37th  year  of  her 
reign,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  licence  to  Alatthew  Hutton,  Archbishop  of  York, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  at  any  time  thereafter  to  erect 
and  build  a free  grammar  school,  and  an  hospital  or  almshouse,  in  the  town  and 
parish  of  Warton,  in  Lancashire,  near  the  church-yard  of  the  parish  church  of 
the  said  town,  at  his  and  their  will  and  pleasure  ; and  directed  that  the  same, 
when  so  founded,  erected  and  built,  should  be  called  the  Free  Grammar  School 
and  Hospital  of  Jesus,  in  the  town  of  Warton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster;  and 
that  the  same  should  consist  of  a master,  and  under-master  or  usher,  and  of  six 
poor  almsmen,  in  the  said  grammar  school  and  hospital  to  be  maintained, 
relieved  and  sustained  ; and  that  there  should  be  six  discreet  and  good  men,  who 
should  be  called  from  time  to  time  wardens  and  governors  of  she  said  free 
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school  and  hospital,  and  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  same  ; Warton. 

and  that  the  said  six  persons  should  be  first  named  by  the  said  archbishop  or  his  

heirs,  and  should  continue  wardens  and  governors  during  their  lives  ; and  that  foundL^^ATch  * 
the  said  wardens  and  governors  of  the  said  school  and  hospital  for  the  time  being,  bishop  i/utton  * 
and  the  master  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  should  continued. 

for  ever  after  be  a body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Wardens,  Governors  and  ' ' 

Master  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  or  Hospital  of  Jesus,  of  the  town  of  Warton, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  by  such  name,  should  have  perpetual  succes- 
sion, &c. ; and  that  whensoever  it  should  happen  any  of  the  said  six  wardens  or 
governors  so  to  be  named  as  aforesaid,  should  depart  this  life  or  be  removed 
from  their  said  office  or  place,  the  survivors  of  the  said  six  wardens  or  governors 
should  choose  a fit  person  or  persons  to  be  warden  or  governor,  or  wardens 
or  governors,  in  the  place  or  room  of  such  warden  or  governor,  or  wardens 
or  governors,  so  dying  or  removing  ; and  that  the  said  Matthew,  Archbishop  of 
York,  might  during  his  life,  name  and  appoint  the  master  and  under-master  or 
usher  of  the  said  school,  as  often  as  need  should  require,  and  should  also,  from 
time  to  time  make  fit  and  wholesome  statutes,  rules  and  ordinances,  in  writing, 
for  the  ordering  and  directing  of  the  governor,  master  and  usher,  poor  people 
and  scholars  of  the  said  free  grammar  school,  hospital  or  almshouse  ; and  that 
the  heirs  of  the  said  archbishop,  together  with  the  said  wardens  and  governors, 
or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should  and  might  have  the  nomination  and 
placing  of  the  master  and  under-master,  and  poor  people  of  the  said  school  and 
hospital,  so  often  as  any  of  their  places  should  fall  or  become  vacant ; and  that 
within  the  space  of  one  month  next  after  such  avoidance,  and  for  want  of  such 
nomination  of  the  heir  or  heirs  of  the  said  Matthew,  Archbishop  of  York,  the 
said  wardens  and  governors  should  have  power  of  nomination  or  placing  such 
master,  usher  and  poor  people,  for  40  days ; and  that  for  default  of  such  nomi- 
nation by  them,  within  the  said  40  days,  the  said  power  of  nomination  should 
devolve  to  the  Archbishop  of  York  for  the  time  being;  and  that  the  said  wardens 
and  governors,  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Matthew,  Archbishop  of  York, 
should  have  power,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  for 
the  time  being,  to  make  fit,  good  and  wholesome  statutes,  rules  and  ordinances 
in  writing,  touching  and  concerning  the  ordering  and  directing  of  the  said 
master,  usher,  scholars  and  poor  people  of  the  school  and  hospital  aforesaid,  and 
the  stipend  and  salaries  of  the  said  master,  usher  and  poor  people ; and  the 
said  queen  by  her  said  letters  patent,  did  also  give  licence,  that  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  50/.  and  not  holden  of 
j her  majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  in  capite,  or  knight’s  service,  might  be  given 
I and  amortized  to  the  said  wardens,  governors  and  master  of  the  said  school, 
hospital,  or  almshouse,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  said  master  and  usher  of  the  said  free  school,  and  the  said  six  poor  people. 

' By  deed  poll,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Matthew  Hutton,  grandson  and 
heir  at  law  of  the  said  archbishop,  bearing  date  25th  November  1637,  and 
enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  December  in  the  same  year,  reciting,  that 
I the  said  archbishop,  being  desirous  to  erect  and  found  a free  grammar  school  and 
an  hospital  or  almshouse  within  the  town  of  Warton,  became  a suitor  to  the  late 
Queen  Elizabeth;  and  reciting  the  said  letters  patent  above  abstracted;  and 
j reciting  that  the  said  archbishop  did  in  his  life-time  erect  and  build  in  the  town  of 
Warton,  near  the  church-yard  there,  a house  for  a grammar  school,  and  also  an 
hospital  or  almshouse  for  six  poor  people,  and  did  also  nominate  a master  and 
' usher  for  the  said  school,  and  six  poor  people  to  be  maintained  in  the  said 
i hospital  or  almshouse,  allowing  unto  the  said  master  the  yearly  sum  of  20/.  and 
to  the  usher  6/.  135.  4c/.  and  to  every  of  the  said  poor  people,  31.  65.  3d.  for 
i their  several  maintenance ; and  that  the  said  archbishop,  by  his  will,  and  his 
' son,  Timothy  Hutton,  by  his  will,  did  take  care  and  make  provision  for  yearly 
revenue  to  support  and  maintain  the  said  yearly  pensions  and  allowances  ; and 
further  reciting,  that  though  the  said  pensions  and  allowances  had  been  duly 
paid  according  to  the  intent  of  his  said  grandfather,  yet  there  had  not  been  any 
nomination  made  of  six  persons  to  be  wardens  and  governors,  who,  with  the 
master,  were  to  have  perpetual  succession,  according  to  the  said  letters  patent, 
the  said  Matthew  Hutton  appointed  Sir  Philip  Musgrave,  knight  and  baronet ; 

, Sir  Henry  Bellingham,  knight  and  baronet;  Robert  Strickland,  esq.  Robert 
I Bindloss,  esq.  Robert  Cleaburne,  esq,  and  the  parson  or  incumbent  of  the  said 
I parish  of  Warton,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  the  six  wardens  or  governors  of  the 
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said  free  school,  hospital  or  almshouse  of  Jesus,  of  the  town  of  Warton  afore- 
said, thereby  declaring  them  to  be  the  wardens  and  governors  of  the  said  free 
school  and  hospital,  and  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  same; 
and  that  they,  together  with  William  Curwen,  the  then  master,  and  such 


as 


should  be  thereafter  masters  of  the  said  school,  for  the  time  being,  should  for 


ever  be  a body  corporate,  by  the  names  of  the  Wardens,  Governors  and  Master  of 
the  Free  Grammar  School  or  Hospital  of  Jesus,  of  the  town  of  Warton,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  and  by  such  name  should  be  enabled  to  purchase  lands,  he. ; 
And  he  directed,  that  whensoever  any  of  the  said  six  persons  so  nominated  and 
appointed  wardens  and  governors  as  aforesaid,  should  die,  or  be  removed  from 
the  said  office  and  place,  that  then  the  survivors  of  the  six  should  choose 
a fit  person  or  persons  to  be  warden  and  governor,  or  wardens  and  governors, 
in  the  place  and  room  of  such  warden  and  governor,  wardens  and  governors,  so 
dying  or  removing  ; and  that  he  the  said  Matthew  Hutton,  and  his  heirs,  together 
with  the  said  wardens  and  governors,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should  and 
might  have  the  nomination  and  placing,  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  of  the  said 
master,  usher  and  poor  people  of  the  said  school  and  hospital,  so  often  as  any 
of  their  places  should  fall  or  become  void,  within  the  space  of  one  month  next 
after  such  avoidance  ; and  for  want  of  such  nomination  to  be  made  by  him  the 
said  Matthew  Hutton,  or  his  heirs,  the  said  wardens  and  governors  should  have 
power  and  authority  to  nominate  and  place  such  master,  usher  and  poor  people, 
within  forty  days  after  such  avoidance ; and  that  the  said  wardens  and  governors, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  for  the  time  being, 
should  have  power  to  make  fit  good  and  wholesome  statutes,  rules  and  ordi- 
nances in  writing,  touching  and  concerning  the  ordering  and  directing  of  the 
said  master,  usher,  scholars  and  poor  people  of  the  said  school  and  hospital,  and 
the  stipends  and  salaries  of  the  said  master,  usher  and  poor  people,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  archbishop,  and  of  the  said  letters 
patent. 

It  is  supposed,  that  the  provision  which,  in  the  above  abstracted  deed,  is  stated 
to  have  been  made  for  the  said  school  and  hospital,  was  derived  from  the  will 
of  the  saiil  archbishop  ; and  we  have  seen  a paper,  which  purports  to  be  an 
extract  from  the  will  of  the  said  Matthew  Hutton,  Archbishop  of  York,  which 
is  stated  to  have  been  dated  20th  November  1605,  and  found  in  the  Prerogative 
Office,  in  York.  It  appears,  however,  that  diligent  search  has  been  made  for 
the  will,  not  only  in  the  office  above  mentioned,  but  in  every  other  office  in 
which  it  was  likely  to  have  been  proved,  but  without  success. 

According  to  the  extract  above  mentioned,  the  said  archbishop  directed,  that 
if  the  hospital  of  Jesus,  and  the  free  grammar  school  which  he  should  erect  at 
Warton,  where  he  was  born,  should  not  be  fully  finished  and  endowed  by  him 
with  land  and  living  before  the  time  of  his  death,  his  son,  Timothy  Hutton,  and 
Thomas  Hewetson,  feoffees  in  trust  for  the  rent-charge  of  24/.  which  he  had 
issuing  out  of  the  manors  of  Thornton  and  Ulnabie,  and  the  fourth  part  of 
Woodham,  within  the  county  of  Durham,  should,  within  eight  months  next 
after  his  decease,  well  and  sufficiently  convey  and  assure  by  themselves  or  their 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  unto  Sir  Cuthbert  Pepper,  knight,  his 
Majesty’s  surveyor  of  the  court  of  wards.  Sir  William  Gee,  knight,  secretary 
of  his  Majesty’s  council  in  the  north,  and  Mr.  Richard  Hutton,  serjeant  at  law, 
as  well  all  the  rent-charge  of  24/.  by  the  year,  as  also  the  said  fourth  part  of 
the  said  manor  of  Woodham,  to  and  for  the  use,  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  said 
hospital  and  school. 

There  is  in  the  town  of  Warton  a building  called  the  Almshouse,  consisting 
of  three  tenements  under  one  roof,  and  a room  in  the  centre,  which  was  for- 
merly used  as  a chapel ; these  buildings  are  now  in  good  repair. 

By  the  award  of  the  commissioners  for  the  inclosure  of  lands  in  the  townships 
of  Warton  with  Lindeth  and  Silverdale,  bearing  date  lyth  April  1817,  an  allot- 
ment was  set  out,  containing  2r.  h Hr.  statute  measure,  being  part  of  Warton 
Cragg,  to  John  Hutton,  of  Maske  Hall,  esquire,  in  respect  of  his  lands  and 
premises  in  the  township  of  Warton  with  Lindeth,  being  the  hospital  and  alms- 
houses founded  by  archbishop  Hutton.  This  allotment  was  let  hy  the  late  vicar 


I 


to  Robert  Jennings,  at  a nominal  rent,  upon  condition  that  he  should  inclose 


It,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  commissioners.  It  is  still  in  his  possession, 
and  he  has  put  up  a good  fence,  and  has  brought  the  land  into  cultivation,  and 
it  is  supposed,  that  he  has  already  been  reimbursed  his  expenses. 


There 
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There  is  also  a schoolhouse,  upon  which  there  is  an  inscription,  importing  Wanon. 
that  it  was  erected  in  hy  Matthew  Hutton,  (then)  bishop  of  Durham.  - 

This  lioLise  consists  of  a school-room  on  the  ground-floor,  and  four  apartments  fomided  by  A?ih!* 
above,  of  which  three  are  occupied  by  Robert  Gibson,  the  usher  on  this  bishop  Hutton, " 
establishment;  and  the  other  is  used  as  a Sunday-school.  This  building  is  now  continued. 

in  a bad  state  of  repair.  ' — - — — ' 

A part  of  Warton  Cragg  was  also  set  out  upon  the  inclosure,  containing 
Sr.  & 19p.  to  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  school  of  Warton,  in  respect 
of  lands  and  premises  within  the  said  township  of  Warton  with  Lindeth.  This 
has  not  been  inclosed,  and  is  used  as  a play-ground. 

Up  to  November,  in  the  year  1815,  the  yearly  sum  of  46^.  135.  4c/.  was 
transmitted  to  the  vicar  of  Warton  by  the  family  of  Flutton,  of  Maske  Hall, 
and  from  1796  to  1815,  by  John  Hutton,  esquire,  the  present  owner  of  that 
estate.  This  sum  was  formerly  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner : — 


To  the  schoolmaster 
To  the  usher  - 
Six  alms-persons,  3/.  65.  Hd.  each 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

20  - - 

- 

6 13  4 

• 

20  - - 

£. 

46  13  4 

Of  this  sum  of  46/.  135.  4c/.  24/.  a small  deduction  (4-5.  10 d.)  being  first 
made,  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Hutton,  on  account  of  the  owners  of  the  manors 
of  Thornton  and  Ulnaby,  now  belonging  to  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Croft, 
of  Rowley,  near  Cave,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Thornton, 
one  of  their  ancestors  having  purchased  an  estate  at  Oumby,  otherwise  Ulnaby, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  with  the  manors  of  Thornton  and  Ulnaby,  subject 
to  the  payment  of  24  /.  per  annum  to  this  charity.  The  Rev.  Robert  Croft 
has  paid  the  sum  above  mentioned  on  account  of  his  wife  and  her  sister,  into 
the  York  bank,  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Hutton,  up  to  1824,  and  is  ready  to 
continue  the  payment. 

The  residue  of  the  46/.  13  5.  4 c/.  appears  to  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Hutton 
up  to  the  year  1815,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  from  him  any  account 
of  the  property  in  respect  of  which  it  is  payable.  He  states,  that  he  is  not  the 
owner  of  the  manor  of  Woodham  in  the  county  of  Durham,  or  of  any  part 
thereof ; and  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  to  whom  that  property  belongs, 
or  where  it  is  situate. 

Since  November  1815,  Mr.  Hutton  has  made  no  payment  in  respect  of  this 
charity,  nor  has  he  disposed  of  the  sums  which  have  been  paid  to  his  account 
by  Mr.  Croft. 

0 Previously  to  the  year  1808,  the  schoolmaster  had  been  appointed  from 
time  to  time,  either  by  the  vicar,  or  by  the  Huttons  of  Maske  Hall.  The  last 
schoolmaster  died  in  1808,  and  the  vacancy  was  not  afterwards  filled  up  ; but 
the  late  vicar,  who  died  in  1823  insolvent,  retained  for  his  own  use  the  yearly 
sum  of  20/.  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  a schoolmaster  for  his  salary. 
From  1808  to  the  present  time,  the  school  has  been  kept  by  an  usher,  who,  for 
a small  payment,  which  he  receives  from  another  charity,  hereafter  mentioned, 
teaches  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  reading,  writing  and  accounts ; but 
there  has  been  no  person  competent  to  teach  the  classics,  as  was  done  formerly 
by  the  head  master.  The  usher  has  received  no  allowance  from  this  charity 
since  1815. 

The  hospital  was,  about  30  years  ago,  put  into  good  repair,  and  an  addi- 
tional room  was  then  erected  over  each  tenement,  the  expenses  of  which 
improvements  were  defrayed  by  a subscription.  It  appears,  that  two  almsmen 
were  formerly  appointed  for  each  tenement  by  the  vicar,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Huttons  of  Maske  Hall,  and  each  of  them  received  the  annual  allowance 
of  SI.  65.  8d.y  but  for  many  years  past  the  almsmen  had  ceased  to  reside  in  the 
hospital,  and  let  their  respective  tenements  at  the  best  rent  they  could  obtain  ; 
since  1815  no  almsmen  has  been  appointed,  and  the  hospital  is  now  occupied 
partly  by  persons  who  have  been  placed  there  by  the  overseers  of  the  town- 
ship of  Warton,  and  partly  by  persons  who  were  originally  tenants  to  the 
almsmen. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  since  1637  any  persons  have  been  appointed  to 
supply  the  places  of  the  wardens  or  governors  who  were  appointed  by  the 
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grandson  of  the  founder  ; and  it  may  be  a question,  whether  the  present  vicar 
has  any  authority  to  fill  up  those  vacancies,  or  to  act  himself  as  warden  or 
governor. 

In  1818,  an  information  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  the  Attorney 
General,  at  the  relation  of  Charles  Clowes,  esq.  the  owner  of  a considerable  estate 
at  Warton,  against  the  said  Mr.  Hutton  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Washington,  vicar 
of  Warton,  and  praying  for  an  account  of  what  Mr.  Hutton  had  received  in 
respect  of  the  yearly  rent-charge  of  24-/.  and  in  respect  of  the  fourth  part  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  manor  of  Woodham,  and  also  an  account  of  his 
payments  in  respect  of  the  charity.  On  the  5th  August  1818,  an  answer  was 
put  in  by  Mr.  Hutton  ; but  on  the  decease  of  the  relator,  Charles  Clowes,  no 
further  proceedings  took  place. 

Under  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  the  interference  of  a court  of 
equity  seems  necessary,  as  well  for  the  re-establishment  of  this  charity,  and  the 
recovery  of  the  property  belonging  to  it,  as  for  the  appointment  of  new  gover- 
nors or  trustees. 


Mansergh’s  Charity. 


Mansergh’s 

Charity. 


Thomas  Mansergh,  by  will,  dated  l6th  April  I7OO  (as  recited  in  the  following 
indenture),  devised  all  his  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  in 
Berwick,  Warton,  and  Burton-in- Kendal,  and  elsewhere,  to  John  "Wilson,  John 
BayliflTe,  Edward  Taylor,  and  Edmund  Thompson,  and  their  heirs,  for  the  use  of 
his  brothers,  William  and  Daniel  Mansergh,  and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  suc- 
cessively j and  in  defiuilt  of  such  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said  devisees  and  their 
respective  heirs,  as  tenants  in  common,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  yearly  and 
every  year,  with  the  profits  of  the  said  premises,  place  out  four,  and  as  many  more 
of  the  poorest  boys  (to  be  elected  by  his  said  trustees  and  their  heirs,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being)  out  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Warton, 
as  the  said  profits,  after  a reasonable  deduction  for  necessary  expenses,  would 
extend  to,  to  be  apprentices  for  seven  years,  or  such  other  term  as  the  said 
trustees  should  think  fit. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  27th  June  1801,  and  enrolled  in  the  Common 
Pleas,  between  William  Taylor,  Francis  Molloy,  and  others,  the  representatives 
of  the  devisees  named  in  the  will  of  Thomas  Mansergh,  of  the  first  part;  John 
Taylor  Wilson,  of  the  second  part;  Jackson  Mason,  William  Hest,  William  San- 
derson, Edward  Cumming,  James  Hodgson,  John  Jenkinson,  Thomas  Clarkson, 
William  Dawson,  Joseph  Bankes,  and  the  said  Francis  Molloy,  of  the  third 
part ; reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Mansergh,  and  that  the  said  William 
and  Daniel  Mansergh  severally  died  without  issue;  and  further  reciting,  that 
by  a decree  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  made  25th  November  1800,  in 
a cause  wherein  the  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of  Thomas  Rawlinson  and 
three  others,  was  informant,  and  the  said  William  Taylor  and  others,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  devisees  above  mentioned,  were  defendants,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Master  to  appoint  proper  trustees  for  this  charity,  with  liberty,  if  he  thought 
tit,  to  appoint  any  of  the  said  defendants,  and  to  settle  proper  conveyances  to 
such  new  trustees  ; and  reciting,  that  all  the  said  defendants,  except  the  said 
Francis  Molloy,  had  declined  acting,  and  that  the  Master  had  approved  of  the 
said  Jackson  Mason  and  others  as  trustees  ; and  that  he  had  also  approved  of 
a proposal  made  by  the  said  relators,  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  in 
future,  viz.  ; that  whenever  the  acting  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four,  or  any 
less  number,  such  remaining  trustees,  or  the  relators,  or  the  Attorney  General,  or 
any  other  person  or  persons,  should  be  at  liberty  to  lay  proposals  before  the  Master, 
for  the  appointment  of  a reasonable  number  of  persons  to  be  trustees,  in  room  of 
those  becoming  incapable  to  act,  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  should  be 
necessary  ; the  said  William  Taylor,  and  the  other  representatives  of  the  said 
devisees,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  Master,  conveyed  to  the  said  John 
Taylor  Wilson,  and  his  heirs,  the  following  premises,  viz. ; a messuage,  with 
a barn,  stable,  and  4-7  acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  and  another  messuage  and 
barn,  with  two  acres  and  a half  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  at  Berwick,  in  the  parish 
of  Warton,  and  all  other  the  premises  devised  by  the  said  Thomas  Mansergh, 
(except  the  rent  of  2/.  I85.  or  thereabouts,  theretofore  paid  to  the  proprietors 
of  a mill,  called  Whitbeck,  which,  in  or  about  the  year  1758,  was  given  up  by 
the  then  trustees,  in  consideration  of  71/-,  and  also  except  a small  parcel  of  land 
alienated  to  the  Lancaster  Canal  Company),  to  the  use  of  the  said  Jackson  Mason 
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and  the  other  parties  of  the  third  part,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  will  of  the 
said  Thomas  Mansergh,  with  a covenant  by  the  conveying  parties  to  levy  fines 
for  the  settling  of  the  said  estates,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned  ; and  the  said 
William  Taylor  and  others  further  conveyed,  with  the  consent  of  William 
Atkinson,  esq.  lord  of  the  manor  of  Burton-in-Kendal,  a parcel  of  moss  in  the  said 
manor  and  in  the  township  of  Burton,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  acre,  held 
of  the  lord  of  the  said  manor,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ijd.  which  was  also  devised 
by  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Mansergh,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid ; and  the 
said  indenture  contained  a provision  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees, 
according  to  the  proposal  approved  of  by  the  said  Master,  as  above  mentioned. 

Of  the  trustees  above  named,  there  are  now  living,  Edward  Gumming,  of  the 
township  of  Yealand  Redmayne,  John  Jenkinson  and  Thomas  Clarkson,  of 
Yealand  Conyers,  and  Joseph  Banks,  of  Carnforth.  Francis  Molloy  is  also 
living,  but  he  does  not  act,  having  no  property  in  the  parish,  and  not  residing 
there. 

The  property  mentioned  in  the  indenture  above  abstracted,  consists  of — 

1st. — A farm-house,  barn  and  stable,  with  about  56  acres  of  old  inclosure, 
(customary  measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  an  allotment  of  about 
28a.  & 19p.  (statute  measure)  set  out  upon  the  Over  Kellett  inclosure,  and  two 
other  allotments,  the  one  containing  5a.  3r.  22p.  and  the  other  1r,  & 7p. 
(like  measure)  set  out  upon  the  Berwick  inclosure.  These  premises,  together 
with  the  acre  of  moss  ground  in  Burton-in-Kendal,  are  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Townson,  to  whom  they  were  let  for  a term  of  seven  years  from 
Candlemas  1819,  at  150/.  per  annum.  This  rent  was  afterwards  gradually 
reduced,  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  times,  to  105/.,  and  the  premises  have 
been  let  again  to  the  same  tenant  for  another  term  of  seven  years,  to  commence 
at  Candlemas  1826,  at  130/.  This  letting  was  by  private  contract,  at  a meeting 
of  the  trustees,  and  130/.  appears  to  be  a fair  rent,  the  tenant  being  a responsible 
person  ; though  it  is  stated,  that  a somewhat  higher  rent  might  perhaps  have 
been  obtained,  if  the  premises  had  been  offered  to  be  let  by  auction.  It  was 
agreed  at  the  same  meeting,  that  two  or  more  of  the  trustees  should  look  over 
the  farm,  and  see  what  repairs  were  necessary,  and  what  was  required  to  be  done 
to  the  land.  This  inquiry  had  not  taken  place  at  the  time  of  our  examination, 
but  it  was  thought  by  the  trustees  that  it  would  require  between  100/.  and  150/. 
to  put  the  farm-house  into  proper  repair,  the  other  buildings  being  now  in  good 
condition,  and  to  defray  such  a proportion  of  the  expenses  of  draining  parts  of 
the  land  as  are  usually  paid  by  the  landlord. 

2d. — A house  and  outbuildings,  with  a garden  and  small  croft,  containing 
between  one  and  two  roods,  situate  in  Berwick,  let  to  Mrs.  Watson,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  8/.  85.  per  annum,  which  is  stated  to  be  a fair  rent.  The  buildings 
on  these  premises  are  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

Of  this  income,  which  has  lately  amounted  to  113/.  85.  per  annum,  the 
residue,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  repairs  and  other  incidental  charges,  is 
applied  in  putting  out  apprentices. 

The  trustees  meet  twice  every  year,  in  January  and  July,  previous  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  being  given  in  the  church,  and  by  hand-bills 
distributed  in  the  parish.  By  a late  regulation,  made  in  January  1825,  it  was 
determined,  that  no  boy  should  be  placed  out,  unless  the  same  should  be  agreed 
upon  at  one  of  these  half-yearly  meetings,  boys  having  been  occasionally  placed 
out  before  this  time,  upon  application  being  made  in  private  to  one  of  the  trustees; 
but  this  practice  was  attended  with  great  inconvenience,  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pened, that  the  trustee  to  whom  the  application  was  made,  had  no  opportunity 
of  making  sufficient  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  boys  and  the  character 
of  the  master,  which,  whenever  the  application  has  been  made  at  a meeting  of 
the  trustees,  has  been  always  considered  necessary  before  the  apprentice  has 
been  placed  out.  All  boys  belonging  to  any  part  of  the  parish  are  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  this  charity  ; and,  except  in  a few  instances,  when  there  has  been 
a deficiency  of  funds  for  the  purpose,  no  proper  application  appears  to  have  been 
rejected.  The  premium  allowed  by  the  trustees  has  been  generally  limited  to 
10/.  ; and  up  to  the  year  1822,  the  sum  of  2/.  was  allowed  with  each  boy  for 
clothing  ; but  it  was  then  found  necessary  to  withhold  this  allowance,  on 
account  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  income.  One  half  of  the  premium  is  paid, 
according  to  a regulation  made  in  January  1825,  at  the  time  the  apprentice  is 
bound  out,  and  the  other  half  at  the  end  of  the  term,  provided  the  boy  continues 
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SO  long  in  the  service,  and  the  master  has  performed  his  covenants  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  indentures.  The  premium  had  previously  been  paid  at  two 
several  times,  either  at  the  beginning  and  the  middle,  or  at  the  middle  and  the 
end  of  the  service.  In  July  1825,  there  were  sixteen  apprentices  in  service, 
and  the  amount  of  the  instalments  which  would  become  due,  in  the  course  of 
time,  for  the  premiums  agreed  to  be  paid  with  them,  was  111/,  including  three 
instalments  which  were  then  due,  but  had  not  been  demanded.  If  any  com- 
plaints are  made  on  the  part  of  the  apprentices  during  their  service,  the  circum- 
stances are  investigated  at  the  meetings  of  the  trustees  ; and  if  there  is  any 
ground  for  complaint,  such  steps  are  taken  as  are  thought  best  for  remedying 
the  grievance,  either  by  remonstrating  with  the  master,  or  applying  to 
a magistrate. 

The  accounts  of  the  charity  are  regularly  kept  by  John  Higgin,  esq.  a soli- 
citor, at  Lancaster,  who  acts  as  clerk  to  the  trustess,  and  they  are  audited  at  the 
half  yearly  meetings. 


From  these  accounts  it  appears  that  there  is  paid  the  clerk  of  the  trustees 
a salaiy  of  - - - - " - ■ 

to  which  it  was  reduced  in  1824,  at  his  own  desire,  from  10  1.  10s. 

The  expenses  of  the  half-yearly  meetings  of  the  trustees,  amount  upon  an 
average  annually  to  nearly  --------- 

And  there  is  paid  annually  as  a lord’s  rent  ------ 


£. 

7 

4 


s. 

7 


7 


d. 


6 


INIaking  the  yearly  outgoings  at  the  present  time  about 


£. 


1 1 14  6 


Since  the  1st  January  1817,  there  has  been  paid  for  the  expenses  incurred  in 
repairs  and  draining  on  the  farm,  112/.  85.  and  in  the  year  1818  there  was 

lost  by  the  failure  of Taylor,  the  then  tenant,  I6I/.  IO5.  10c/.,  and  in  1822 

a trifling  expense  was  incurred,  on  the  admission  of  Edward  Gumming,  one'  of 
the  trustees,  as  tenant  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  for  the  acre  of  moss  ground  in 
Burton. 

There  has  also  been  paid  to  Mr.  Higgin  interest  on  the  sum  which  has  been 
due  to  him  from  time  to  time,  for  money  advanced  on  account  of  the  charity. 

The  first  period  when  any  considerable  balance  accrued  against  the  charity, 
was  in  1813,  when  the  sum  of  181  /.  8^.  10c/.  was  paid  to  John  Snape,  a former 
tenant  of  the  Berwick  farm.  This  is  stated  to  have  been  the  balance  of  an 
account  between  him  and  the  trustees,  which  had  arisen  previously  to  the  year 
1810,  and  had  been  suflered  to  remain  unsettled  till  1813;  but  we  could  not 
ascertain  the  particulars  thereof.  The  balance  against  the  charity  was  after- 
wards gradually  reduced,  until  the  failure  of  Taylor,  when  it  was  again  inci-eased 
to  209X ; but  this  has  since  been  liquidated,  and  in  July  1825  there  was  a balance 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Higgin,  of  40/.  15  5. 

From  the  preceding  statement  it  will  appear,  that  since  the  year  1817,  the 
annual  income  applicable  to  binding  out  apprentices  has  suffered  great  dimi- 
nution, by  the  expenses  and  losses  which  have  been  incurred,  and  that  the 
trustees  still  have  it  in  contemplation  to  lay  out  upon  the  estate  upwards  of  one 
year’s  income.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  the  intended  improvements  are 
necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity  ; and  we  have  reason  to  hope,  that  proper 
caution  will  be  used  by  the  trustees,  in  carrying  them  into  effect,  with  as  little 
expense  as  possible,  and  in  a substantial  manner. 

The  state  of  the  charity  for  several  years  past,  has  occasioned  considerable 
dissatisfaction  in  the  parish  ; but  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  investigate  the 
accounts,  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  any  improper  conduct  or  neglect  can 
be  fairly  imputed  to  the  present  trustees.  The  dissatisfaction  which  has  been 
expressed,  ap})ears  in  great  measure  to  have  arisen  from  the  ignorance  which 
prevailed  as  to  the  actual  disbursements  of  the  trustees,  and  of  the  causes  to 
which  the  diminution  of  the  funds  was  to  be  attributed.  Under  this  impression, 
we  suggested,  that  it  might  be  advisable  to  publish  occasionally  a short  abstract 
of  the  accounts,  and  the  trustees  appeared  ready  to  accede  to  this  recom- 
mendation. 

As  there  are  now  only  five  trustees  surviving,  it  is  proposed,  as  soon  as 
another  vacancy  shall  have  taken  place,  to  appoint  some  new  trustees,  so  as  to 
make  up  the  number  ten,  and  in  such  appointment,  to  choose  such  persons  that 
there  may  be  one  at  least  from  each  township  in  the  parish. 


Charities 


Lancaster.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  313 
Charities  of  Lawrence  and  others. 

John  Laiorence,  by  will,  dated  7th  February  I726,  (as  appears  by  the  recitals 
contained  in  an  indenture  mentioned  under  the  following  head,)  gave  to  John 
Buckhouse  and  three  others,  the  sum  of  200/.  on  trust,  that  they  should  place  the 
same  out  at  interest,  upon  security,  till  a convenient  purchase  of  land  could  be 
made  therewith,  and  that  the  clear  yearly  produce  thereof,  and  of  the  lands  when 
purchased,  should  be  distributed  equally  amongst  six  of  the  poorest  women  of 
the  parish  of  Warton,  by  the  said  trustees,  at  their  discretion,  on  the  2d  February 
and  the  10th  August,  yearly ; and  that  when  any  poor  woman  should  be  named  by 
the  trustees,  she  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  charity  during  her 
life,  unless  the  trustees,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Vicar  of  Warton,  should 
find  good  cause  to  deprive  her  thereof,  and  should  declare  the  same  accordingly; 
and  he  directed,  that  his  trustess  should  be  at  liberty  to  retain  so  much  as  should 
be  necessary  for  their  reasonable  expenses. 

John  Dawson  (as  appears  by  the  recitals  in  the  same  indenture),  in  his  will,  bear- 
ing date  29th  June  17b7j  made  a memorandum  of  his  intention  of  giving  30/. 
as  an  addition  to  this  charity,  which  sum,  though  the  testator  had  not  absolutely 
bequeathed  the  said  legacy,  was  paid  to  the  trustees  of  this  charity  in  1772,  by 
his  brother  and  executor,  Edmund  Dawson. 

These  two  sums  were  placed  out  at  interest,  and  about  the  year  1809  there 
was  added  thereto  the  sum  of  100/.  which  was  bequeathed  by  Thomas  Adamson, 
in  augmentation  of  these  charities. 

The  sum  of  330/.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev\  Henry  Sill,  of  Burton  in 
Kendal,  who  in  1814  gave  a promissory  note  for  the  amount,  with  interest  at 
four  and  a half  per  cent.  Mr.  Sill  having  lately  expressed  his  intention  of 
paying  this  money  in,  unless  the  interest  was  reduced,  it  has  been  agreed,  that 
he  shall  in  future  pay  four  and  a quarter  per  cent. 

There  have  generally  been  three  persons  who  have  acted  as  trustees  for  these 
charities  ; in  August  1825,  there  were  only  two  then  living,  Edward  Gumming 
and  James  Hodgson,  but  it  was  intended  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  at  the  next 
meeting.  The  trustees  meet  every  half-year,  in  February  and  August,  previous 
notice  having  been  given  on  the  preceding  Sunday  in  the  church.  At  these 
meetings  the  half-year’s  interest,  after  deducting  from  3 s.  6d.  to  IO5.  6d.  for 
the  expenses  of  the  trustees,  is  divided  equally  amongst  six  poor  women  of  the 
parish  of  Warton.  These  poor  persons  are  appointed  by  the  trustees,  whenever 
a vacancy  in  the  number  takes  place,  according  to  the  following  regulation, 
which  was  agreed  to  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees  in  1729>  immediately  after 
the  establishment  of  the  charity,  viz. — 

That  single  women  only,  and  such  as  should  be  of  the  Church  of  England, 
should  be  elected,  preference  being  given  to  the  oldest  and  poorest;  and  in 
* case  of  equality  in  age  and  poverty,  one  born  in  the  parish  to  be  preferred. 

A regular  account  has  been  kept  of  the  disbursements  from  the  year  1728. 

Such  of  the  women  as  belong  to  the  township  of  Warton,  also  receive  the 
benefit  of  a bequest  of  Robert  Lucas,  as  stated  under  the  following  head. 


Charities  of  Lucas  and  others. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  19th  May  1784,  between  Edmund  Dawson, 
esquire,  of  the  first  part ; and  Charles  Clowes,  esquire,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hest, 
Vicar  of  Warton,  William  Hest,  Jackson  Mason,  Thomas  Nicholson,  John 
Marshall  and  John  Peel,  (trustees  for  the  charities  hereafter  mentioned),  and 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  township  of  Warton,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting  the  will  of  John  Lawrence,  to  the  effect  stated  under  the  preceding 
head  ; and  further  reciting,  that  Robert  Lucas,  by  will,  bearing  date  15th  May 
1754,  gave  to  the  Vicar  of  Warton  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  there,  30/.  in 
trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  and  with  the  yearly  produce  thereof,  to 
buy  suitable  books  for  one,  two  or  three  boys,  yearly,  who  should  live  in  War- 
ton,  and  be  taught  at  the  Free  Grammar  School  there  ; and  also  gave  the  further 
sum  of  30/.  to  the  same  persons,  in  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  and 
pay  the  interest  to  such  widow  or  widows  belonging  to  the  “ township  of  War- 
ton,”  as  should  be  duly  elected,  to  receive  the  charity  of  John  Lawrence ; and 
further  reciting,  that  Elizabeth  Redman,  by  will,  bearing  date  2Sth  July  1756, 
gave  to  the  officiating  minister  of  the  parish  of  Warton  and  his  successors,  for 
ever,  20/.  in  trust,  that  the  same  should  be  put  out  to  interest,  and  the  yearly 
produce  thereof  laid  out  to  the  best  advantage,  in  good  books  ; viz.  Common 
Rep.  15.  R r 3 Bibles 


Walton. 

Charities  of  Law- 
rence and  others. 

\ y 


Charities  of  Lucas 
and  others. 


31-i  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Warton. 

Charities  of  Lucas 
and  Olliers, 
continued. 


Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  “ The  whole  Duty  of  Man,”  and  that  they  should 
distribute  at  Whitsuntide,  yearly,  to  such  poor  boys  belonging  to  the  town 
of  Warton,  as  had  been  taught  there,  and  could  read  well,  and  were  fit  to  go 
off  to  trade  or  husbandry,  a Bible,  and  The  whole  Duty  of  Man,  to  each  boy, 
so  far  as  the  interest  would  extend;  and  further  reciting,  that  John  Dawson, 
esquire,  in  his  will,  bearing  date  29th  June  1767>  had  made  a memorandum  as 
to  his  intention  of  giving  30/.  as  an  addition  to  Lawrence’s  charity;  and  the 
interest  of  30  /.  to  the  usher  for  the  time  being,  of  Warton  school,  for  instructing 
poor  boys  and  girls  in  writing  and  accounts,  but  that  he  had  died  without  ab- 
solutely bequeathing  the  said  legacies  ; and  further  reciting,  that  his  brother, 
Edmund  Dawson,  whom  he  had  appointed  his  executor  and  residuary  legatee, 
had  in  order  to  carry  his  brother’s  intentions  into  execution,  paid  to  the  trustees 
of  Lawrence’s  charity,  in  augmentation  thereof,  30/.  and  had  advanced  so  much 
of  his  own  money,  as  with  the  other  30/.  mentioned  in  his  said  brother’s  will, 
purchased  100/.  3 per  cent  consols  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Edmund 
Dawson  had  advanced  so  much  more  money,  as  with  the  two  sums  of 30/.  given 
by  Robert  Lucas,  which  had  been  placed  in  his  hands,  had  purchased  another 
100/.  in  the  same  stock,  and  that  he  had  also  invested  the  said  legacy  of  20/. 
given  by  Elizabeth  Redman,  in  the  purcliase  of  35/.  like  stock,  making  in  the 
whole  235  /.  three  per  cent  consols  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  to  the  end  the  said 
sum  of  235  /.  three  per  cent  consols,  and  the  dividends  thereof,  should  be  em- 
ployed for  the  purposes  intended  by  the  several  donors,  the  said  Edmund 
Dawson  had  transferred  the  said  sum  into  the  names  of  himself,  Charles  Clowes, 
William  Hest,  and  Jackson  Mason  ; and  it  was  declared  by  all  the  said  parties, 
that  the  transfer  so  made  was  on  the  following  trusts,  viz. ; as  to  50  /.  stock,  that 
the  said  trustees  should  with  the  dividends  thereof,  buy  suitable  books  for  one, 
two  or  three  boys,  yearly,  who  should  live  at  Warton,  and  be  taught  at  the 
free  grammar  school  there  ; and  as  to  the  further  sum  of  50/.  stock,  that  they 
should  apply  the  dividends  thereof,  equally  amongst  such  widow  or  widows 
belonging  to  the  “ township  of  Warton,”  as  should  be  elected  to  receive  the 
said  charity  of  the  said  John  Lawrence,  according  to  the  will  of  Robert  Lucas ; 
and  as  to  the  100/.  stock,  that  they  should  apply  the  dividends  thereof  to  the 
usher  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Warton,  and  his  successors,  towards  in- 
structing poor  boys  and  girls  in  writing  and  accounts,  so  long  as  he  should 
continue  to  teach  such  boys  and  girls  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  trustees ; 
and  concerning  35/.  residue  of  the  said  stock,  that  they  should  apply  the  divi- 
dends thereof  in  good  books,  viz. ; in  plain  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  The 
whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  distribute  the  same  every  Whitsuntide,  to  such  poor 
boys  belonging  to  the  town  of  Warton,  as  should  have  been  taught  there,  and 
could  read  well,  and  should  be  fit  to  go  trade  or  husbandry,  a Bible,  and  The 
whole  Duty  of  Man,  to  each  boy,  so  far  as  such  dividends  would  extend  ; and 
a power  was  thereby  reserved  to  the  trustees,  with  the  approbation  of  the  vicar 
or  officiating  minister,  to  change  the  securities,  and  for  the  survivors  to  appoint 
new  trustees  on  the  death  of  two  of  the  trustees. 

The  sum  of  235  /.  stock,  has  been  subsequently  increased  to  262/.  6s.  d.  by 
the  addition  of  a benefaction  given  by  Isabel  Richardson.  This  sum  now  stands 
in  the  names  of  Charles  Clew'es,  Robert  Inman,  Edmund  Dawson,  and  Edmund 
Clowes. 

The  dividends  amounting  to  7/*  17^-  '^d.  per  annum,  are  thus  distributed : — 


To  the  usher  of  the  Grammar  School  - 

For  the  purchase  of  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  the  Whole  Duty  of 
Man,  which  are  given  by  the  Vicar  to  boys  w'ho  have  been 
taught  in  the  school,  and  are  fit  to  go  out  to  trades  or  husbandry' 
To  such  of  the  widows  who  receive  Lawrence’s  Charity,  as  belong  to 
the  township  of  Warton  ------- 


£.  s.  d. 
3 15  - 


2124 
1 10  - 


£ 


7 17  4 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WARTON. 

Donor  unknown. 

Donor  unknown.  There  was,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  August  1825,  in  the  hands  of 
Mrs.  Gathorne,  of  Kirby  Lonsdale,  a sum  of  20/.  which  was  placed  in  her 
hands  by  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Sanderson,  of  Hining,  near  Yealand, 
in  this  parish  ; but  it  is  not  known  from  whose  gift  this  sum  was  derived.  Since 

August 
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August  1825,  this  sum  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Edmund  Clowes,  one  of  the  W®rton. 


trustees  for  the  preceding  charities,  in  order  that  he  may  invest  it  in  the  funds. 
Mrs.  Gathorne  has  paid  ^20s.  yearly,  as  the  interest,  which  she  has  either  dis- 
tributed herselfj  or  given  to  Mrs.  Sawrey,  of  Warton,  to  distribute  amongst 
poor  housekeepers  of  the  township  of  Warton. 


Donor  unknown, 
continued. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  BORWICK. 

Sherlock’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  17^6,  that 
gave  the  sum  of  30 1.  to  the  poor  of  this  township. 


Sherlock 


Borwick. 


Killner’s  Gift. 


Poor's  Land. 


This  sum  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Harris,  a land-owner  in  the  ® 

township,  who  has  given  a promissory  note  for  the  amount,  and  pays  1/.  5s. 
yearly,  as  the  interest. 

The  amount  is  distributed  to  the  poor,  with  the  produce  of  the  two  following 
charities,  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

Killner’s  Gift. 

The  same  Returns  also  state,  that  Thomas  Killner  gave  a rent-charge  of 
8 5.  i>d.  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  This  sum  is  paid  annually  by  the  above 
mentioned  Thomas  Harris,  as  being  charged  on  a close  in  Borwick  belonging 
to  him,  and  called  Chapel  Field. 

This  sum  is  also  added  to  the  distribution  hereafter  mentioned. 

Poor’s  Land. 

In  the  same  Returns  it  is  further  stated,  that  a piece  of  land,  supposed  to 
have  been  taken  off  a common,  and  then  producing  11 5.  per  annum,  belonged 
to  the  poor  of  Borwick. 

There  is  in  the  township  a piece  of  land,  containing  about  three  roods  (cus- 
tomary measure  of  seven  yards  to  the  perch),  but  how  the  township  became 
possessed  of  it  is  not  now  known.  Upon  the  inclosure  of  Borwick  Moor,  about 
six  years  ago,  an  allotment  was  set  out  in  respect  of  this  land,  containing  about 
1 rood  like  measure.  The  whole  is  now  held  by  Richard  Morland,  under 
a parol  agreement,  for  a term  of  three  years  from  Candlemas  1825,  at  the 
rent  of  3/.  19  5.  which  is  stated  to  be  the  full  value.  This  letting  took  place 
at  a public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  premises  have  been  let  in  the 
same  manner  as  long  as  can  be  remembered. 

Previously  to  1805,  the  land  had  been  let  at  the  rent  of  2/.  25.,  but  the 
tenant  became  insolvent,  and  when  he  quitted  the  land  51.  l5.  was  due  for 
arrears  of  rent.  This  sum  was  advanced  by  the  then  overseer,  Thomas  Jackson  j 
and  it  was  agreed,  at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  that  he  should  retain  in  his 
hands  all  the  increased  rent  beyond  the  2/.  25.  until  the  debt  to  him  was 
discharged. 

An  additional  allotment  was  claimed,  in  respect  of  this  land,  on  the  Over 
Kellett  inclosure,  several  years  ago ; and  a small  piece  of  land  was  in  conse- 
quence set  out  to  the  poor  of  Borwick,  but  it  was  considered  not  worth  the 
expense  of  inclosing,  and  was  therefore  sold  for  6 /.  This  money  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Hodgson,  who  pays  5 5.  yearly  as  the  interest. 

The  above  mentioned  sums  of  2/.  2 5.  and  5s.  per  annum,  together  with 
the  produce  of  the  two  preceding  charities,  are  received  by  the  overseer,  and 
the  amount  is  distributed  about  Easter,  at  a vestry  meeting,  among  such  poor 
persons  of  the  township  as  do  not  receive  weekly  relief,  in  sums  varying  from 
4.5.  to  2/. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  CARNFORTH. 

Poor’s  Land. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  the  year  I7S6,  that  there 
had  been  given,  by  some  person  unknown,  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  land, 
then  vested  in  Thomas  Lawrence,  John  Peel,  and  Francis  Bainbridge,  and 
producing  annually  1 /.  I75. 

There  is  a close  of  land  in  Carnforth  called  Hollowgate,  and  containing 
1a.  &30p.  customary  measure.  This  land  is  remembered  to  have  been  for- 
merly under  the  management  of  Mr.  John  Peel,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  survivor  of  the  trustees  above  named,  and  since  his  death  it  has  been  let  by 
the  churchwarden  and  overseer  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  a meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  township  held  for  the  purpose.  It  is  not  known  from  whom 
this  land  was  derived. 

Rep.  15. 
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Poor’s  Land, 
continued. 
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Charity. 


Hutton  Priest. 
Sherlock’s  Chaiity, 


Silverdale. 
Burrow’s  Charity. 
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The  premises  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Whorinby,  under  an  agree- 
ment for  a term  of  seven  years  from  the  14th  February  1825,  at  the  rent  of 
31  11  s. 

The  rent  is  paid  yearly  on  tlie  24th  December,  at  a meeting  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  is  distributed  amongst  such  of  the  poor  persons  of  the  township  as 
do  not  receive  constant  parochial  relief. 

Greenbank’s  Charity. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament,  there  is  also  mentioned  a gift  to  the 
poor  of  this  township,  under  the  will  of  William  Greenhank,  the  yearly  produce 
of  which  was  2/.  10  5.  arising  from  land  then  vested  in  James  Ainslie,  but  the 
date  of  the  will  is  not  stated. 

The  yearly  sum  of  2/.  10^.  was  formerly  paid  by  Mrs.  Ainslie  and  !Miss 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  and  distributed  under  their  directions  amongst  the  poor; 
but  since  the  death  of  Miss  Vrilson,  in  the  year  1818,  nothing  has  bean  paid. 

We  have,  in  this  Report,  already  noticed  two  benefactions,  supposed  to  have 
been  given  by  William  Greenbank,  in  1750,  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Nether  Kellett,  in  the  parish  of  Bolton  le  Sands,  and  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Halton  with  Aughton,  and  it  seems  probable,  that  the  annuity  above  men- 
tioned was  formerly  paid  to  the  township  of  Carnforth,  as  the  gift  of  the  same 
person,  and  under  the  same  circumstances  as  the  payments  made  to  those 
t)1rcgs* 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HUTTON  PRIEST. 

Sherlock’s  Charity. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  it  is  stated,  that  Dr.  Sherlock 
gave  to  the  poor  of  this  township  9/-  then  in  the  hands  of  the  township,  and 
producing  9 5.  yearly. 

We  are  informed,  that  a sum  of  10  Z.  (but  whether  it  was  derived  from 
Dr.  Sherlock’s  gift  is  not  known)  was  placed  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Dawson, 
of  Priest  Hutton,  in  the  bank  of  Worswick  and  Co.  Lancaster.  This  bank 
failed  in  the  year  J822 ; but  though  a small  dividend  has  been  declared,  no 
application  for  the  amount  had  been  made  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 
August  1825. 

Before  the  failure  of  the  above  mentioned  bank,  the  interest,  amounting  to 
Is.  (dd.  was  received  by  Mr.  Dawson,  towards  his  expenses  in  managing  the 
affairs  of  the  township. 

In  the  same  Returns  it  is  stated,  that  there  was  also  a house  and  garden  given 
to  the  poor  of  this  township  by  Dr.  Sherlock,  which  then  produced  1/.  5s.  per 
annum. 

There  is  a house  occupied  by  paupers,  who  are  placed  there  by  the  overseers  ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  from  whom  it  was  derived,  or  that  any  rent  was  ever 
distributed  in  charity  to  the  poor  in  respect  of  these  premises. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  SILVERDALE. 

Burrow’s  Charity.  > 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  Joseph  Bun'O’tv, 
by  w'ill,  in  1728,  gave  a rent-charge  of  31.  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
of  which  1 /.  was  to  be  given  to  the  poor,  and  the  residue  to  the  reader  of  Sil- 
verdale chapel. 

Of  this  rent-charge,  205.  yearly,  is  paid  to  the  overseer,  in  respect  of  a field 
in  Silverdale,  belonging  to  James  Swarbreck,  the  remainder  being  paid  to  the 
minister,  out  of  other  premises  in  Silverdale,  called  Fordgate  Lands,  the  pro- 
perty of  Thomas  Kellett. 

The  sum  of  20  5.  is  distributed  amongst  such  poor  housekeepers  of  the  town- 
ship as  are  thought  most  deserving,  in  sums  of  2 5.  6 d.  or  upwards. 

Charities  of  Dr.  Sherlock  and  John  Jackson. 

The  sum  of  25 1.  appears  to  have  been  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  the  town- 
ship of  Silverdale,  as  their  proportion  of  the  gift  of  Dr.  Sherlock.  This  sum  is 
stated  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  two  cottages  and  a garden  and 
small  piece  of  land,  containing  together  about  one  rood  (customary  measure  of 
seven  yards  to  the  perch). 

It  is  further  stated,  that  about  the  year  1795,  20/.  w’as  left  by  the  will  of 
John  Jackson,  of  Silverdale,  to  the  poor  of  that  place ; and  that  the  township 
borrowed  40/.,  and  with  the  sum  of  CO/.  purchased  two  cottages  and  an  orchard, 

® containing 
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containing  one  rood,  customary  measure,  at  the  Row  in  Silverdale,  and  a moss 
dale  on  Silverdale  Moss,  containing  one  acre,  like  measure.  The  cottages  are 
in  tenantable  repair. 

Of  the  above  mentioned  premises,  parts  are  occupied  rent  free,  by  paupers 
placed  there  by  the  overseers,  and  other  parts  are  let  to  different  yearly  tenants, 
at  rents  amounting  in  the  whole  to  30  per  annum. 

The  annual  value  of  the  premises  first  mentioned  is  stated  to  be  3L  16^.,  and 
of  the  latter  5l.  G^. 

Nothing  appears  to  have  been  distributed  to  the  poor  in  charity,  in  respect 
of  these  premises ; but  we  conceive,  that  they  ought  either  to  be  let  by  the 
overseers  at  fair  rents,  or  that  the  township  ought  to  pay  the  annual  value  thereof, 
and  that  a proportion  of  such  rents,  or  of  the  annual  value,  according  to  the 
amount  of  so  much  of  the  purchase  money  as  was  given  for  charitable  uses,  should 
be  distributed  to  the  poor  in  charity  ; we  therefore  suggested  to  the  inhabitants, 
the  propriety  of  taking  steps  for  giving  the  poor  the  benefit  of  these  charities  in 
future,  and  we  have  been  informed,  that  our  recommendation  has  been  adopted 
at  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants. 


Silverdale. 


Charities  of 
Dr.  Sherlock  and 
John  Jackson, 
continued. 


TOWNSHIPS  OF  YEALAND  CONYERS,  AND  YEALAND  REDMAYNE. 

Dr.  Sherlock’s  Charity. 

The  earliest  document  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  relating  to  Dr.  Sherlock’s 
gift  to  the  townships  of  Yealand  Conyers,  and  Yealand  Redmayne,  is  a memo- 
randum signed  by  several  of  the  inhabitants,  and  dated  2d  March  1705,  whereby 
reciting,  that  there  was  some  money  given  by  the  late  Dr.  Sherlock,  by  deed  poll, 
dated  in  June  I67I,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Warton,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
vicar  of  the  said  parish,  with  the  consent  of  the  churchwardens,  the  persons  whose 
names  were  subscribed  thereto,  requested  the  nine  sidesmen  of  the  said  parish, 
to  take  upon  them  the  trouble  and  burden  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  the 
said  money,  or  the  interest  yearly  accruing  thereon. 

In  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated  that  there  were  two 
sums  of  25  /.  each,  given  by  Dr.  Sherlock  to  the  poor  of  the  respective  town- 
ships above-mentioned,  which  were  laid  out  in  land. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  2d  February  17'1<9,  between  John 
Smith,  of  the  first  part;  Richard  Gibson,  of  the  second  part ; Richard  Birk- 
beck,  of  the  third  part ; and  Edmund  Adamson  and  Thomas  Flest,  clerk,  sides- 
men for  the  townships,  vills  or  hamlets  of  Yealand  Conyers,  Yealand  Redmayne, 
and  Yealand  Storrs,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  John  Smith  had, 
by  indenture  of  mortgage,  dated  3d  February  1735,  in  consideration  of  180/, 
granted  and  enfeoffed  to  Richard  Gibson,  and  his  heirs,  all  his  messuages  and 
lands  situate  in  Yealand  Redmayne,  subject  to  a proviso  for  redemption  thereof 
on  the  payment  of  180/,  with  interest;  and  reciting,  that  the  said  John  Smith 
had  borrowed  of  the  said  Richard  Birkbeck  180/.,  in  order  to  pay  off  the  prin- 
cipal sum  due  to  the  said  Richard  Gibson  on  the  said  mortgage  ; and  that  by 
indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  the  1st  of  February  17J'lj  in  consideration  of  the 
said  180/.  so  borrowed  of  the  said  Richard  Birkbeck,  (but  without  taking  notice 
of  the  said  mortgage  to  the  said  Richard  Gibson,  or  making  him  a party  so  as 
to  divest  him  of  the  legal  estate  in  the  said  premises),  the  said  John  Smith 
granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  Richard  Birkbeck,  and  his  heirs,  all  his  the 
said  John  Smith’s  messuages  and  lands  lying  in  Yealand  Redmayne,  (being  the 
same  estate  granted  to  the  said  Richard  Gibson,  as  aforesaid),  subject  to  a proviso 
for  redemption  on  payment  of  the  said  180/.  with  interest;  and  reciting,  that 
there  was  then  due  to  the  said  Richard  Birkbeck,  for  principal  and  interest  on 
the  said  mortgage,  187 1-  10-?.  j and  that  the  said  John  Smith  had  lately  made 
public  sale  of  the  said  estate  in  parcels,  and  that  the  said  Edmund  Adamson 
and  Thomas  Hest  became  the  purchasers  of  certain  parcels  thereof,  thereinafter 
particularly  mentioned,  for  the  price  of  50/.  1^.,  being  the  money  belonging  to 
the  poor  of  the  said  townships,  vills  or  hamlets  of  Yealand  Conyers,  Yealand 
Redmayne,  and  Yealand  Storrs ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of 
I5.  paid  to  the  said  John  Smith,  and  of  50/.  paid  to  the  said  Richard  Birkbeck, 
in  part  discharge  of  his  mortgage,  by  the  said  Edmund  Adamson  and  Thomas 
Hest,  and  in  consideration  of  the  whole  principal  and  interest  before  paid  to 
the  said  Richard  Gibson,  and  of  I5.  also  paid  to  him  by  the  said  Edmund 
Adamson  and  Thomas  Hest,  the  said  Richard  Birkbeck,  Richard  Gibson,  and 
John  Smith  (according  to  their  respective  estates  and  interests)  granted  and 
enfeoffed  to  the  said  Edmund  Adamson  and  Thomas  Hest,  and  the  survivor  of 
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them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  one  dale  or  parcel  of  land  in 
Common  Sinderbarrow,  containing  by  estimation  three  roods;  one  other  parcel 
of  land  lying  in  a close  called  the  Tarns,  containing  by  estimation  one  rood ; a 
close  of  meadow  ground  called  Sinderbarrow  Meadow,  containing  by  estimation 
one  rood  and  a half,  and  five  dales  or  parcels  of  land  in  Yealand  Head,  containing 
by  estimation  three  acres,  all  situate  within  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  Yealand 
Redmayne,  with  all  rights  of  common  thereto  belonging,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Edmund  Adamson  and  Thomas  Hest,  and  the  survivor,  and  the  heirs  and 
assigns  of  the  survivor;  in  trust,  that  the  said  Edmund  Adamson  and  Thomas 
Hest,  and  their  successors  and  subsequent  sidesmen  of  Yealand  Conyers, 
Yealand  Redmayne,  and  Yealand  Storrs,  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  said  divisions,  should  annually  pay  and  distribute 
the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  above  granted  premises  to  and  amongst 
the  poor  of  the  said  townships,  in  such  manner  and  proportion  as  they  in  their 
discretion  should  think  proper. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  23d  and  24th  January  1792,  William 
Hest,  as  the  only  surviving  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Thomas  Hest,  mentioned  in 
the  above  abstracted  deed,  who  had  survived  the  said  Edmund  Adamson,  at 
the  request  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  above-mentioned  townships, 
granted  to  the  use  of  himself  and  Thomas  Adamson,  James  Jenkinson,  Edward 
Gumming,  Thomas  Clarkson,  and  John  Jenkinson,  sidesmen  or  principal  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  townships,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  premises,  by  the  description 
of  a close  of  meadow  ground,  called  Sinderbarrow  Meadow,  adjoining  on  the 
east  to  a field  belonging  to  Ellen  Bell,  and  on  the  west  to  lands  belonging  to  the 
said  Thomas  Adamson,  containing  by  estimation  1a.  & 1r.  customary  measure, 
(theretofore  in  2 dales,  but  then  inclosed  and  laid  together)  ; another  close  lying 
in  Yealand  Head,  and  adjoining  to  the  lanes  there,  containing  by  estimation 
three  acres  customary  measure,  theretofore  in  five  dales,  but  then  inclosed  and 
laid  together  in  one  close,  and  a dale  lying  in  a close  called  the  Tarns,  contain- 
ing by  estimation  one  rood,  theretofore  in  a common  field,  but  which  dale,  with 
other  dales  belonging  to  Allen  Robinson,  of  Yealand  Redmayne,  was  then 
inclosed  and  laid  into  one  field,  which  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Tarns,  and  adjoined  to  the  lane  on  the  west;  and  a moss-dale  or  parcel  of 
turbary  ground  lying  in  a moss  in  Yealand  Redmayne,  called  Lowside  Moss, 
containing  by  estimation  3 a.  Sc  21  p.  lying  between  two  other  moss-dales,  one 
belonging  to  John  Cummings,  and  the  other  to  John  Bracken ; and  another 
moss-dale  or  piece  of  turbary  ground,  lying  in  a certain  other  moss  in  Yealand 
Redmayne,  called  Head  Moss,  containing  by  estimation  3a.  2r,  26p.  lying 
between  two  other  dales,  one  belonging  to  the  said  John  Cummings,  and  the 
other  to  the  said  Allen  Robinson,  which  said  two  moss-dales  were  in  pursuance 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  dividing  and  inclosing  the  commons  and  waste 
lands  of  the  said  townships,  allotted  in  respect  of  the  lands  before-mentioned, 
upon  the  same  trusts  as  are  mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  feoffment  of  1749. 

Of  the  trustees  above-named,  Edward  Gumming,  Thomas  Clarkson,  and  John 
Jenkinson,  are  now  the  only  survivors. 


The  property  belonging  to  the  charity,  consists  of — 


1 .  — A close  called  Lowside  Moss,  containing  3 a.  & 2 p.  let  to  John  Weston, 

at  the  rent  of  - --  --  --  --  - 

2.  — A close  called  the  Head  Moss,  containing  3 a.  2 p..  25 p.  let  to  William 

Seed,  at  - --  --  --  --  -- 

3.  — A close,  called  the  Tarns,  containing  1 a.  1 r.  20  p.  let  to  the  same 

tenant,  at  ----------- 

4.  — A close,  called  Sinderbarrow  Meadow,  containing  1 a.  8c  33  p.  let  to 

John  Beethom,  at  - --  --  --  -- 

5.  — A close,  called  the  Head,  now  divided  by  the  Lancaster  canal  into  two 

parcels,  containing  3 a.  & 34  p.  and  3R.  8c  2 p.  in  the  occupation 

of  Edward  Gumming,  one  of  the  trustees,  at  the  rent  of  - - 

[All  the  premises  above-mentioned  were  let  by  the  trustees,  by 
public  tender,  upon  agreements  for  seven  years  from  Candlemas 
1820.  The  premises  in  the  occupation  of  Edward  Gumming  were 
then  let  for  8/.  6 s.  to  a tenant,  who  failed,  and  left  the  land  in 
very  bad  condition.  Mr.  Gumming  therefore  agr-eed  to  take  the 
premises  for  the  residue  of  the  term  at  the  rent  of  5/.  6s.  in  order 
bring  the  land  into  a properstate  of  cultivation ; and  this  is  stated  to 
have  been  a fair  rent  at  the  time ; but  the  value  is  now  increased, 
on  account  of  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  improving 
the  land.] 


£. 

3 

3 

3 


5 


5 
7 
3 

1 1 

6 


d. 

6 

6 


6. — A part 
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6. -  -A  part  of  the  close,  called  the  Head,  was  sold  to  the  Lancaster  canal 

company  for  79  1.  6.s.  for  which  interest  has  been  paid  up  to  the  last 
year,  at  five  per  cent ; but  it  has  since  been  reduced  to  four  and  a 
half  per  cent,  making  per  annum 

7,  — There  is  in  the  bank  of  Dilworth  and  Company,  of  Lancaster,  the  sum 

of  23 1.  8 s.  which  arose  from  the  sale  of  some  sand  from  the  charity 
estate,  and  for  which  interest  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent  - 


Total  - 


£. 


3114 


- 14  2 

1918  6 


The  income  derived  from  the  sources  above-mentioned  is  collected  by  the  over- 
seers, and  divided  equally  between  the  township  of  Yealand  Conyers  and  the 
township  of  Yealand  Redmayne,  of  which  the  hamlet  of  Yealand  Storrs  forms 
a part ; and  one  of  the  trustees,  with  the  overseers,  distributes  the  amount  amongst 
the  poor  of  the  respective  townships  above-mentioned,  in  sums  varying  from  1 s.  to 
SO.y.  the  larger  sums  being  given  to  those  who  do  not  receive  parochial  relief. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  yealand  CONYERS. 


Hadwen’s  Charity. 

Nathan  Hadwen^  by  will,  bearing  date  2d  December  1803,  and  proved  in 
I8O9,  bequeathed  to  Robert  Waithman,  James  Jenkinson  and  John  Jenkinson, 
the  sum  of  120/.  upon  trust,  that  they,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them, 
should  invest  the  same  upon  good  real  or  Government  security,  and  pay  and 
apply  the  interest  or  produce  thereof,  yearly,  first  reimbursing  themselves  their 
expenses  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  thereby  reposed  in  them,  during  the  lives 
of  the  said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  unto  the  most 
deserving  poor  person  or  persons  legally  settled  within  the  township  of  Yealand 
Conyers,  in  such  proportions  and  manner  as  they  should  think  proper ; and  after 
the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  the  said  trustees,  he  directed  that  the  said  sum  of 
120/.  should  be  applied  to  such  charitable  uses  as  a majority  of  the  persons  rated 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  said  township  of  Yealand  Conyers,  assem- 
bled at  a vestry  or  town’s  meeting,  convened  for  that  purpose,  should  in  writing 
direct  and  appoint. 

Of  the  above-named  trustees,  Robert  Waithman  and  John  Jenkinson,  are  still 
living. 

The  sum  of  120/.  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Jenkinson,  by  the 
testator,  previous  to  his  death,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  his  will ; and  he 
still  holds  the  sum  of  108/.  having  paid  12/.  for  legacy  duty. 

The  interest,  at  four  per  cent,  is  distributed  by  Mr.  Jenkinson,  in  the  month 
of  May,  yearly,  at  his  own  house,  amongst  poor  persoiifs  of  the  township  of 
Yealand  Conyers,  in  sums  varying  from  3.S.  bd.  to  205.  and  a regular  account 
is  kept  of  the  distribution. 


Yealand  Conyers 
and  Yealand 
Redmayne. 


Di'.  Sherlock’s 
Charity, 
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Yealand  Conyers. 
Hadwen’s  Charity. 


PARISH  OF  WHITTINGTON. 

Margison’s  Charity. 

William  Margison,  by  will,  bearing  date  12th  July  17«59,  gave  20/.  towards  Whittington. 

building  a school  within  the  parish  of  Whittington  ; and  he  charged  all  his  I 

rights,  credits  and  personal  effects  with  the  sum  of  800/.  to  be  paid  to  Margison’s  Charity, 

Mr.  Ravald,  rector  of  Whittington,  William  Turner  Cams,  Thomas  Cams,  and 

Robert  Hebblethwaite,  to  be  placed  at  interest  by  them  on  good  security  ; and 

directed,  that  out  of  the  growing  interest  thereof,  the  said  Mr.  Ravald,  and  his 

sueeessors,  reetors  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  other  trustees,  their  heirs  and 

assigns,  should  pay  the  yearly  sum  of  3/.  to  a writing-master,  for  instructing 

poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Whittington  in  writing  and  arithmetic  ; and  also 

the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  to  a schoolmaster,  for  teaching  school  within  the  said 

parish,  for  ever,  “ such  poor  children  to  be  free  thereat,  and  those  that  have 

pensions,”  as  his  said  trustees  should  think  proper  ; and  he  further  direeted, 

that  the  residue  of  the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of  800/.  should  be  paid  to  the 

poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  not  pensioners,  on  St.  Thomas’s  eve  and 

about  Easter,  as  his  said  trustees  should  think  proper  ; and  he  appointed  his 

sister,  Agnes  Margison,  and  the  said  William  Turner  Cams,  his  executor  and 

executrix. 

The  present  aeting  trustees  are  William  Wilson  Cams  Wilson,  esq.  as 
personal  representative  of  William  Turner  Carus,  and  Thomas  Hebblethwaite, 
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as  representative  of  Robert  Hebblethwaite,  and  the  rector,  the  Rev.  "William 
Cams  Wilson. 

» ^Of  the  legacy  of  800/.,  the  sum  of  220/.  is  placed  out  on  mortgage  of 
a messuage,  tenement,  and  12  acres  of  land  at  IMoorgarth,  within  the  manor  of 
Ingleton,  together  with  a new  inclosure  on  Bentham  Moor,  containing  three 
acres,  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Oldfield. 

Up  to  Candlemas  1821,  interest  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent;  but 
the  trustees  have  since  consented  to  take  4^  per  cent,  amounting  to  9/.  18^. 
yearly. 

The  further  sum  ofyOO/.  is  in  the  hands  of  Margison  Johnson,  secured  by 
bond,  dated  14th  February  1824,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  4^  per  cent, 
amounting  to  31/.  105.  yearly. 

In  1763,  a piece  of  land  in  Whittington  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  for  the 
pui"pose  of  building  a school.  This  land  was  conveyed  by  indenture  offeofifment, 
bearing  date  26th  May  in  that  year,  by  Bryan  Dickson,  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Ravalld  and  William  Turner  Cams,  by  the  description  of  a close,  called  Little 
Thortlegill,  situate  in  the  township  of  Whittington,  and  containing,  by  estimation, 
30  perches,  in  consideration  of  10/.  IO5. 

A school  was  afterwards  built  upon  part  of  these  premises,  and  the  rest  lies 
open,  and  is  only  used  as  a play-ground.  The  whole  expense  of  the  purchase, 
and  of  erecting  the  school,  amounted  to  S6/.  125.;  and  as  the  legacy  left  by  the 
testator  towards  building  a school  was  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  residue 
was  paid  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  charity. 

The  income  arising  from  the  sources  above  mentioned,  and  amounting  yearly 
to  41/.  85.  is  applied  as  follows ; — ■ 

The  quarterly  sum  of  4/.  85.  ^d.  making  in  the  whole  I7/.  155.  per  annum, 
is  paid  to  a schoolmaster,  who  is  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  keeps  school  in 
the  building  erected  for  the  purpose.  On  account  of  this  salary  he  instructs,  in 
reading,  w'riting  and  arithmetic,  six  children,  who  are  appointed  by  the  trustee.s, 
two  of  them  being  of  the  township  of  Whittington,  two  of  Docker,  and  two  of 
Newton.  With  other  scholars  he  makes  his  own  terms.  No  salary  is  paid  to 
a writing-master,  the  yearly  sum  of  3/.  payable  on  that  account  being  added  to 
the  master’s  salary. 

Out  of  the  residue  of  the  income,  a sum  of  12/.  or  upwards,  but  not  exceeding 
15/.  is  distributed  by  the  trustees  every  half-year,  generally  in  ^Tay  and 
December,  amongst  poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish,  not  receiving  regular 
parochial  relief,  in  sums  varying  from  35.  to  I85. 

The  sum  of  IO5.  yearly  is  retained  by  Thomas  Hebblethwaite,  one  of  the 
trustees,  for  his  expenses  and  trouble  in  collecting  the  interest  and  making  the 
distribution.  Tlie  expenses  of  repairing  the  school  are  also  defrayed  out  of  this 
income,  but  these  have  lately  been  inconsiderable.  There  are  also  some  other 
trifling  ex})enses  occasionally  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  trust. 

A regular  account  is  kept  by  Mr.  Hebblethwaite,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  in  January  1825,  there  was  a balance  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of 
6/.  155.  11 1^/. 

Hardy’s  Charity. 

Mary  Hardy,  widow,  by  deed-poll,  bearing  date  Gth  July  I7S6,  as  appears 
from  a recital  contained  in  the  following  indenture,  assigned  to  Robert  Lucey 
all  her  personal  estate,  in  trust,  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned,  and,  amongst 
other  things,  she  gave  the  sum  of  20/.  thereout  to  the  poor  of  Whittington,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  paid  to  four  women  therein  named,  equally  for  their  lives, 
and  when  any  of  them  should  die,  she  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  parson  of 
Whittington  for  the  time  being,  to  choose  the  poorest  widow  within  the  said 
town  to  participate  in  the  said  interest,  in  order  that  four  of  the  poorest  widows 
should  for  ever  have  it  yearly  divided  amongst  them. 

By  indenture  of  feoftinent,  bearing  date  11th  April  1743,  between  William 
Robinson,  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Johnson,  and  James  Tatham,  of  the  other 
part ; reciting  the  gift  of  Mary  Hardy,  as  above  abstracted  ; and  that  for  securing 
the  principal  sum  of  20/.  and  the  yearly  produce  thereof,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, the  said  Richard  Johnson  and  James  Tatham  had,  with  the  consent  of  the 
said  poor  persons,  and  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Whittington,  purchased 
the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  William  Robinson,  in  consideration 
of  21/.  conveyed  to  the  said  Richard  Johnson  and  James  Tatham,  and  their 
heirs,  a dale  or  parcel  of  land,  called  the  Rapes,  containing,  by  estimation,  half 
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an  acre,  then  lately  enfranchised,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  churchwarden  and 
I overseer  of  Whittington  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  to  pay  the 
same  yearly,  on  Christmas-day,  amongst  such  four  poor  widows  as  should  be 
entitled  to  the  same,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Mary  Hardy, 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  appointment  of  trustees  subsequent  to  thisdeed  has 
j taken  place. 

The  above  mentioned  dale  consists  of  about  half  an  aci'e  of  arable  land  ; it 
was  held  for  some  time  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Butler,  the  late  curate,  at  2/.  Q.s. 
per  annum,  which  is  stated  to  be  a fair  rent,  and  upon  his  leaving  Whittington, 
he  let  it  to  Edward  Birkett  at  the  same  rent.  This  sum  has  usually  been 
divided  equally  amongst  four  poor  widows,  who  have  been  of  late  years  appointed 
by  the  curate,  in  the  absence  of  the  rector. 

An  allotment,  containing  one  rood,  was  set  out  by  the  commissioners  for 
inclosing  the  waste  lands  of  this  parish,  in  respect  of  the  widows  dale.  As 
there  were  no  funds  belonging  to  the  charity  out  of  which  the  expense  of 
inclosing  this  allotment  could  be  defrayed,  an  agreement  was  made  between 
W.  W.  C.  Wilson,  esq.  on  behalf  of  the  charity,  and  one  of  the  commissioners 
for  the  inclosure,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Croft,  who  had  an  allotment  adjoining  thereto, 
that  Mr. Croft  should  purchase  the  widows  allotment  for  8/. ; and  accordingly, 
by  the  award  of  the  commissioners,  bearing  date  1st  October  1817,  the  said 
allotment  was  awarded  to  the  said  John  Croft,  in  right  of  his  purchase,  from 
the  trustees  of  the  poor  widows. 

This  sum  of  8/.  had  not  been  paid  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  ; but  Mr.  Croft 
stated,  that  he  had  frequently  offered  to  pay  it,  but  that  no  person  would  take  it. 
As  there  are  no  regular  trustees  for  this  charity,  we  suggested,  that  the  money 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  rector,  in  order  that  it  may  be  placed  out  on  good  secu- 
rity, and  the  interest  distributed  equally  amongst  the  four  poor  widows ; and 
Mr.  Croft  engaged  to  pay  it  to  him. 

Redman’s  Charity. 

Elizabeth  Redman,  by  will,  dated  28th  July  17^0,  made,  with  the  consent  of 
her  husband  Giles  Redman,  who  afterwards  confirmed  the  same,  bequeathed  to 
the  officiating  minister  of  the  parish  church  of  Whittington  20/.  in  trust,  to  place 
the  same  out,  and  to  apply  the  yearly  produce  thereof  to  the  best  advantage  in 
good  books,  viz. ; common  plain  Bibles  and  Testaments  and  the  Whole  Duty  of 
Man,  and  to  distribute  the  same  every  Whitsunday  to  such  poor  boys  belonging 
to  Whittington  as  should  have  been  taught  there,  and  should  be  able  to  read 
well,  and  should  be  fit  to  go  out  to  trade  or  husbandry,  a Bible  and  one  Whole 
Duty  of  Man  to  each  boy,  as  far  as  the  interest  would  extend. 

The  legacy  of  20/.  above  mentioned  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Wilson,  the  present  rector  of  the  parish,  a short  time  ago,  together  with 
about  4/.  for  interest,  by  the  agent  of  the  late  rector. 

The  principal  sum  has  been  deposited  in  the  Kirby  Lonsdale  bank  ; but  the 
interest  allowed  being  only  three  per  cent,  it  is  proposed  to  place  it  out  on 
better  terms,  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers. 

About  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Butler,  the  late  curate  of 
the  parish,  paid  to  the  rector  the  sum  of  51.  arising  from  yearly  payments  of 
interest,  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  late  rector,  and  which  had  remained 
in  his  hands  undisposed  of. 

We  were  assured  by  the  rector,  that  the  accumulation  of  interest  should  be 
bestowed  without  loss  of  time,  for  the  purposes  directed  by  the  testatrix  ; and 
that  he  would  in  future  apply  the  yearly  interest  in  like  manner. 


Whittington. 

Mary  Hardy’s 
Charity, 
continued. 
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Redman’s  Charity. 


Hornby’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated,  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that  George  Hornby  Hornby’s  Charity, 
(formerly  rector  of  this  parish),  by  will,  in  1748,  gave  a rent-charge  of  ^21.  per 
annum,  then  vested  in  the  rector,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

The  yearly  sura  of  21.  was  paid  to  the  rector,  until  Candlemas  1813,  by  the 
tenant  of  a field  called  Lune  Side  Pasture,  the  property  of  Edmund  Hornby, 
esquire;  but  the  payment  has  been  since  discontinued,  probably  on  the  ground 
that  the  gift  was  void  under  the  statute  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36. 


GENERAL  CHARITY. 

Birch’s  Charity. 

Mary  Maria  Birch,  by  will,  bearing  date  1st  February  1813,  gave  to  William  General  Charity. 
Ilawstorne  and  John  Park,  and  their  heirs,  her  estate  at  Gorton  Brook,  near 
Rep.  15.  S s 3 Manchester, 
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Birch’s  Charity, 

crntinued. 
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Manchester,  and  her  messuages,  lands  and  tenements,  within  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, or  elsewhere,  and  all  her  real  and  personal  estate  whatsoever,  subject  to 
the  payment  of  her  debts,  legacies,  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses,  and  made 
the  said  William  Rawstorne  and  John  Park,  executors  of  her  will. 

The  testatrix  by  a paper  writing,  signed  by  her,  and  bearing  date  Ith  February 
1813,  reciting,  that  she  had  given  all  her  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  said 
William  Rawstorne  and  John  Park,  stated  that  she  had  given  them  certain  pri- 
vate instructions,  whereby  she  empowered  them  to  pay  her  debts  out  of  her 
personal  estate,  and  in  case  of  its  insufficiency,  out  of  her  real  estate,  and  autho- 
rized them,  if  they  should  think  proper,  to  dispose  of  the  detached  part  of 
Gorton  Brook  estate,  and  sell  or  let  the  remainder  thereof  upon  chief  rents  or 
building  leases,  and  sell  or  get,  or  let  the  limestone,  minerals,  &c.  as  should 
appear  to  them  most  advantageous,  and  to  receive  and  take  to  themselves  501. 
each,  as  soon  as  they  should  have  sufficient  funds  in  their  hands,  and  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  50/.  each,  when  the  estate  should  be  conveyed  by  them,  in  manner 
thereinafter  mentioned,  over  and  above  a reasonable  compensation  for  their 
trouble  and  exj)enses  in  the  management  of  her  affairs  ; and  she  directed,  that 
the  estate  should  continue  in  their  hands  some  years,  to  be  managed  by  them 
in  every  respect  as  if  the  same  was  their  own  property,  to  sell  on  chief  rents, 
or  let  for  a term  of  years,  as  should  appear  to  them  most  advantageous;  and 
when  it  should  be  considered  by  them  in  a proper  state,  then  she  expressed  a 
wish  that  the  estate  should  be  conveyed  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
borough  of  Lancaster,  for  ever,  in  such  manner  as  the  law  would  warrant,  but 
upon  trust,  that  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen,  should  in  the  first  place,  pay  the 
interest  of  a mortgage  to  Mrs.  Gathorne,  if  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  should 
remain  undischarged;  and  that  they  should  appropriate  the  residue  of  the  rents 
to  the  relief  of  single  women  or  widows  destitute  of  support,  in  the  line  of  life 
in  which  they  had  been  brought  up  and  educated,  but  that  the  orphan  daughters 
of  officers  in  the  navy  and  regular  army,  and  of  clergymen,  should  be  preferred; 
and  after  them  such  other  widows  or  orphans,  as  should  be  considered  the  most 
deserving  objects,  but  that  none  should  be  relieved  who  were  not  regular  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  as  bylaw  at  that  time  established  ; and  that  the 
annual  sum  to  be  received  by  each,  should  be  not  less  than  10/.  nor  more  than 
30/.  unless  the  income  should  so  increase,  as  to  raise  an  annual  rent  or  revenue 
of  1,000/.  in  which  case  the  annuities  might  be  increased  to  50/.  but  not  to 
exceed  that  sum. 

And  she  further  expressed  a wish,  that  her  trustees  upon  their  conveyance  of 
the  premises  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  should  add  such  further  trusts  or 
regulations  as  might  appear  to  them  necessary  for  carrying  her  intentions  fully 
into  execution. 

The  testatrix  died  in  1813,  and  about  five  years  ago,  John  Park,  esquire,  died, 
having  devised  his  interest  under  Miss  Birch’s  will,  to  his  brother  James  Park, 
esquire,  of  Lancaster.  The  trustees  have  been  anxious  to  dispose  of  the  pro- 
perty, according  to  the  directions  of  the  testatrix,  and  the  papers  relating  there- 
to have  been  for  some  time  deposited  with  the  town  clerk  of  Lancaster,  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  a conveyance  to  the  corporation.  Difficulties  however 
have  occurred,  which  have  created  some  delay  ; but  at  tlie  time  of  our  inquiry, 
August  1825,  it  was  stated  that  the  proper  deeds  would  soon  be  ready  for 
execution. 

The  estate  called  Gorton  Brook,  consists  of  a house  and  out-buildings,  stable, 
shippon  and  barn,  with  a garden  and  cottage,  and  40  a.  <k  14p.  of  land,  cus- 
tomary measure.  It  is  situate  in  the  township  of  Gorton,  about  two  miles  from 
Manchester.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Peter  Ashbrook,  under  an  agree- 
ment for  a lease  for  14  years  from  Candlemas  1824,  at  the  rent  of  130  /.  5 s.  per 
annum,  the  tenant  agreeing  to  keep  the  buildings  (except  the  roofs  and  prin- 
cipal timbers)  and  the  fences  in  repair. 

It  is  stated,  that  the  clear  rent  has  been  found  insufficient  to  keep  down  the 
interest  of  the  mortgage,  mentioned  by  the  testatrix,  in  her  paper  of  instruc- 
tions. The  amount  of  the  debt  so  secured  is  2,G00/.  and  there  is  now  due  a 
further  sum  for  arrears  of  interest. 

As  the  estate  lies  very  near  Manchester,  it  is  supposed,  that  by  selling  off  a 
part,  and  letting  the  rest  upon  building  leases,  the  debt  might  be  paid  off,  but 
at  present,  the  estate  must  be  considered  as  wholly  unproductive. 
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Hundred  of  Abdick. 

Parish  of  Ashill : 

Heniy  Moore’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Bickenhall  ; 

l^.achael  Portman’s  charity. 
John  Cousins’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Goathurst; 

The  charities  of  Sir  Charles 
KemysJ'ynte,  Dame  Anne 
'I’ynte,  and  Jane  Busby. 
Richard  Escott’s  charity. 
Mary  Jeane’s  charity. 

Mary  Escott’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Over  Stowey: 

Janies  Rich’s  charities. 
'Ehonias  Rich’s  charity. 
Thomas  Landsey’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Stringston  ; 

'I  he  cliarities  of  George  Pad- 
don,  Elizabeth  St.  Albyn, 
and  John  St.  Albyn. 

Hundred  of  Carhamfton. 
Parish  of  Carhampton : 

Hamlet  of  Rodhuish. 

Parish  of  Cutcombe: 

Richard  Ellsworth’s  charity. 
George  Joyce’s  charity. 

Small  gilts  of  sundry  persons. 

Parish  of  Dunster: 

Gertrude  Pyncombe’s  cha- 
rity. 

Parish  of  Exford  : 

Robert  Baker’s  charity. 
William  Gundry’s  gift. 

John  Gregory’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Luckham  : 

'Phe  gifts  of  Lawrence  Byam, 
George  Churchey,  Rich- 
ard Welsh,  Mary  Yandell, 
William  Harrison,  Cecil 
Worth,  Joan  Lobb,  Cecil 
Worth,  jun.  Dr.  Byam, 
and  an  unknown  person. 

Parish  of  Luxborough. 

Parish  of  IMinehead  ; 

'fhe  cow  charity. 

The  almshouse. 

Colonel  Luttrell’s  charity. 
Joan  Moggridge’s  charity. 
George  Sullivan’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Porlock : 

Henry  Rogers’s  charities. 

Parish  of  Timberscombe : 

Richard  Ellsworth’s  charity. 
Poor’s  money. 

Poor’s  land. 

Parish  of  Wootton  Courtney: 
George  Joyce’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  North  Curry. 

Parish  of  North  Curry: 

Gift  of  a person  unknown. 

Parish  of  West  Hatch  ; 

John  Knowles’s  charity. 
Parish  of  Thorn  Falcon. 

Parish  of  Thurlbear. 

Hundred  of  Frome. 

Parish  of  Nunney : 

Charity  of  John  Fussell. 


Parish  of  Broadway : 

Every ’s  almshouse. 

Simon  Knight’s  charity. 
Edmund  Pynny’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Buckland  St.  Mary  ; 
Richard  Tratt’s  gift. 

Joan  Combe’s  gift. 

Robert  Pym’s  gift. 

Arthur  Hearn’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Curland : 

Mrs.  Portman’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Curry  Malet ; 

Donor  unknown. 

Parish  of  Curry  Rivell : 

Johanna  Alford’s  charity. 
Barthya  Atwood’s  charity. 
George  Selway’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Donyatt : 

The  almshouse. 

Parish  of  Drayton  : 

Cicely  Wallis’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Ilminster: 

The  free  school. 

John  Dunster’s  charity. 

John  Chick’s  charity. 

Henry  Combe’s  gift. 
Anthony  Miller’s  gift. 
William  Pitts’s  charity. 

Mr.  I very’s  gift. 

Mr.  Couch’s  gift. 

Parish  of  llton  : 
f Whetstone’s  almshouse. 

’ Parish  of  Staple  Fitzpaine: 

Almshouse  founded  by  Sir 
William  Portman,  bart. 

Parish  of  Stocklinch  Magdalen  : 
Charities  of  Mary  Jeffery 
and  John  Hillier. 

Parish  of  Stocklinch  Ottersey : 
Mary  Jeffery’s  charity. 
Nicholas  Jeffery’s  charity. 
John  Hellier’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  .^NDERSf ield. 

Parish  of  Broomfield: 

Jeffery  Towil’s  charity. 

Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte’s 
charity. 

John  Jeanes’s  charity. 

Bread  charity  of  25  Z. 

Mary  Escott’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Creech  St.  Michael: 
Ann  Seager’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Enmore : 

'Fwosums  of  45  Z.  and  70  Z. 
Elizabeth  Moon’s  gift. 


Hundred  of  Bempstone. 

Parish  of  Allerton  Chapel. 

Parish  of  Burnham : 

Henry  Rogers’s  gift. 

'Fhe  Rev.  IMr.  Harris’s  cha- 
rity. 

Mrs.  Carde’s  gift. 

Jacob  Dean’s  gift. 

'Fhe  Rev.  John  Golden’s  gift. 
Day  labourers  charity. 

Parish  of  Mark : 

Robert  Ivyleafe’s  gift. 
Charities  of  Thomas  and  John 
Giblett. 

John  Counsell’s  charity. 

Jane  Gilling’s  charity. 

Jacob  Dean’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Wed  more : 

Samuel  Vigor’s  charity. 

Miss  Ann  Castlemain’s  cha- 
rity. 

Hundred  of  Bruton. 

Parish  of  Pitcombe: 

Sarah  Hobhouse's  charity. 

Hundred  of  Cannington. 

Parish  of  Aisholt : 

Good’s  charity. 

'Fhe  Rev.  William  Brice’s 
charity. 

Parish  of  Cannington : 

Henry  Rogers’s  charity. 
Rogers’s  almshouse. 

Mar)’  Ruscombe’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Lady  Jane  Ro- 
gers,Sir  BartholomewMit- 
chell,  Margery  Duddle- 
stone,  and  Mr.  Tilly  alias 
Tap. 

Benjamin  Vaughan’s  charity. 
Charities  of  Sarah  and  Mary 
Warren. 

Parish  of  Charlinch ; 

IHorence  Baber’s  charity. 
Anne  Bourne’s  charity. 

The  charities  of  Sir  John 
Malet,  John  Taylor,  and 
Ursula  Boldex. 

Parish  of  Fiddington : 

John  Grove's  charity. 

Parish  of  Spaxton: 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Cooke's 
charities. 

The  poor’s  land. 

Parish  of  Stogursey  : 

The  almshouse. 

Maud  Stodden’s  charity. 
Frances  Palmer’s  charity. 
Robert  Banks’s  charity. 
James  Morgan’s  charity. 
John  Mascol’s  charity. 

John  Meredith’s  charity. 
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Hukdred  of  Huxtspill. 

Parish  of  Iluntspill : 

Philip  Ilembery’s  charity. 
Jacob  Dean’s  charity. 

James  Comer’s  charity. 
James  Saunders’s  charity. 
William  Jefiery’s  charity. 
The  Uev.'l'homas  How’s  cha- 
rity. 

Parish  of  Puriton  : 

School  and  charity  land. 

Hundred  of  West  Kings- 
bury. 

Parish  of  Bishops  Lidyeard: 

The  almshouse. 

Thomas  Dyke’s  charity. 
John  Daw’s  charity. 

Lost  charities. 

Parish  of  West  Buckland  : 

Richard  Blackmore’s  charity. 
John  Salter’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Wellington ; 

Popham’s  almshouse. 

James  Goddard’s  gift. 
Thomas  Rowe’s  gilt. 

Richard  Hickman’s  charity. 
John  Parsons’s  charity. 
Charities  of  John  Ware,  John 
Perry,  and  Thomas  Marsh. 
John  Greenslade’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Viveliscombe ; 

Samuel  Bird’s  charity. 
Thomas  Holway’s  charity. 
Henry  Story’s  charily. 

John  Hutchines’s  charity. 
Hill’s  charity. 

The  almshouse. 

Jerome  Brook’s  charity. 

John  Hare’s  charity. 

Gifts  of  John  Perry  and  John 
Bowerman. 

Poor’s  land. 

Hundred  of  Milverton. 

Parish  of  Bathealton : 

The  gifts  of  John  Webber, 
esq.  and  Alexander  Web- 
ber, clerk. 

Parish  of  Kittesford. 

Parish  of  Milverton  ; 

Richard  Westcombe's  charity. 
John  Dibble’s  charity. 

John  Weekes’s  charily. 

John  Aishcombe's  charity. 
Gifts  of  Anthony  Paulet, 
Mallet  Paulet,  and  Susan- 
nah Paulet. 

IMary  Lamb’s  charity. 

Peter  Richards’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Runnington. 

Parish  ofStampford  Arundell. 
Parish  of  Stawley : 

John  Govier’s  charity. 


Hundred  of  North 
Petherton. 

Bridgewater: 

Chanties  vested  in  and  under 
the  management  of  the 
corporation : 

Dr.  Morgan’s  charity. 
'I'he  charities  of  Robert 
Blake,  Richard  Cas- 
tleman,  Benjamin 
Vaughan,  Dorothy 
Holworthy,  William 
Blake,  Sir  John  Baw- 
don,  Constance  Har- 
vey, John  Gilbert, 
and  Christiana  Sher- 
combe. 

KingJames’s  free  school. 
Frances  Safford’s  cha- 
rity. 

Mrs.  Jeanes’s  gift. 
Barnard  Sparkes’s  cha- 
rity. 

Robert  Balch’s  charily. 
Richard  Tap’s  gift. 
Samuel  Darby’s  gift. 
Richard  Holsvorthy’s 
charity. 

John  Gilbert’s  charity. 

IMary  Brent’s  charity. 

Gilbert  Bloyse’s  charity. 
Robert  Blake’s  charity. 

Jane  Haberfield’s  charity. 
Gifts  of  Ann  Holworthy, 

Atwell,  and  

Raymond. 

Edward  Fackerell’s  charity. 

Parish  of  North  Petherton  : 

Sir  Thomas  Wroth’s  school. 
William  Brown’s  charity. 
Mary  Escott’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  Taunton  and 
Taunton  Dean. 

Parish  of  Angersleigh. 

Parish  of  West  Bagborough  : 

WilliamBrownsford’s  charity. 
Coles’s  charity. 

Hugh  Miles’s  charity. 
Nicholas  Dibble’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Staplegrove. 

Hundred  of  Whitley. 
Parish  of  ^Veston  Zoyland  : 

Mary  Seymour’s  charity. 

Hundred  of  Willerton 
Freemann  ers. 

Parish  of  Bricknoller. 

Parish  of  Brompton  Ralph  ; 

Gifts  of  Joa.n  Suffin,  John 
Chaplain,  Joseph  Sellar, 
Thomas  Brewer,  Natha- 
niel Brewer,  senior,  and 
Nathaniel  Brewer,  junior. 
Parish  of  King’s  Brompton  ; 
William  Befyl’s  charity. 
’Fhomas  Dyke’s  charity. 
Parish  of  Brushford: 

John  Norris’s  charity. 

Parish  of  East  Quantoxhead  : 

Gifts  of  Mr.  Houndrell, 
Edmund  Pugsley,  Heniy 
Hawkes,  and  John  Ful- 
tham. 


Parish  of  West  Quantoxhead : 

Dr.  Lucas’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Raddington  ; 

The  gifts  of  William  Yean- 
dall  and  others. 

Parish  of  Sampford  Brett. 

Parish  ofSkillgate: 

Thomas  White’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Slogumber ; 

Charity  land  at  Bishop’s 
Lydeard. 

Annuity  of  lo/.  arising  out 
of  lands  in  Old  Cleeve. 
The  almshouse. 

Parish  of  Nether  Stowey  : 

'FheT’ev.  Mr.  Cooke’s  cha- 
rity. 

Gifts  of  Charles  Seynings, 
Mr.  Dyer,  Jane  Walker, 
and  Mary  Marshall. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Stephens's 
charity. 

Jenkins  Buller’s  charity. 
Thomas  Landsey’s  charity'. 
William  Poole’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Winsford  ; 

George  Joyce’s  charity. 
Thomas  Hawell’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Withypool. 

Parish  of  Chipstable : 

The  gifts  of  John  Talbot, 
George  Huish,  James  Sur- 
rage,  John  Parrott,  and 
John  Hillinge. 

Parish  of  Old  Cleeve. 

Parish  of  Crowcombe: 

'Fhe  Carew  charity  school  for 
boys. 

School  for  girls,  founded  by 
Dr.  Henry  Janies. 

Parish  of  Decumans. 

Parish  of  Dulverton  : 

I’he  market  charity. 

The  school  charities. 

'I'he  poor’s  land. 

Parish  of  Exton : 

Gifts  of  Robert  Price,  Robert 
Cording,  and  of  a person 
unknown. 

Parish  of  liaise: 

Westcombe’s  charity. 

Baker’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Hawkridge  : 

Robert  Baker’s  charity. 

The  Rev.  George  Portbury's 
charity'. 

Parish  of  Huish  Champflower: 
Marsh’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Kilve : 

Alexander  Standfast’s  cha- 
rity. 

Houndrell’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Kilton : 

James  Houndrell’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Lilslock  : 

Alexander  Standfast’s  cha- 
rity. 

Parish  of  .Monksilver: 

James  Withycombe’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Netllecombe : 

Stock  money  for  the  poor. 
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HUNDRED  OF  ABDICK. 
PARISH  OF  ASHTLL. 


I Henry  Moore’s  Gift. 

There  is  an  annual  sum  of  10^.  paid  under  this  name,  out  of  the  poor  rates, 
by  the  overseers  of  the  parish,  and  distributed  in  bread  to  the  second  poor,  but 
there  is  no  document  whatever  to  show  the  origin  of  this  charity. 


Ashill. 


Henry  Moore's 
Gift. 


PARISH  OF  BICKENHALL. 


Rachael  Portman’s  Charity. 

Rachael  Portman  is  stated  to  have  given  10 1.  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  but  it 
is  unknown  when  or  by  what  instrument.  It  appears  to  have  been  for  some  time 
outstanding  on  private  security,  but  has  since  been  applied  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  parish.  Ten  shillings  has  long  been  paid,  as  the  interest  of  this 
sum,  to  the  second  poor  of  the  parish. 

John  Cousins’s  Charity.  * 

John  Cousins  h stated  to  have  given  16/.  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish, 
for  the  second  poor.  | 

This  sum  was  left  in  the  hands  of  a nephew  of  the  donor,  also  named  John 
Cousins,  who  gave  his  promissory  note  for  the  same,  dated  5th  September  1800, 
which  note  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens.  Interest  upon  this  note 
continued  to  be  paid  down  to  the  year  1813,  inclusively,  but  since  that  time 
the  money  has  been  lost  by  the  insolvency  of  the  party.  As  long  as  it  was  paid 
it  it  was  distributed  among  IG  persons,  in  sums  of  l5.  each. 


Bickenhall. 

Itachael  Portman’s 
Charity. 


John  Couiins’s 
Charity. 


PARISH  OF  BROADWAY. 

Every’s  Almshouse. 

Alexander  Every,  by  his  will,  dated  25th  December  1588,  gave  to  his  bro-  Broadway, 
thers  John  Every  and  Thomas  Every,  100/.  to  be  paid  by  his  executors,  within 
six  months  after  his  decease,  in  trust,  that  they  and  the  survivor  of  them,  his 
executors  and  administrators,  should  within  one  year  next  after  the  payment 
thereof,  erect  in  Broadway  seven  tenements  or  almshouses,  in  such  manner  as 
should  be  thought  convenient,  and  as  the  said  100/.  could  be  best  bestowed  ; 
which  tenements  the  said  testator  gave  to  his  said  brothers,  and  to  the  heirs  of 
the  said  John  Every  for  ever,  to  the  intent  that  they  and  the  heirs  of  the  said 
John  Every,  after  the  said  house  should  be  so  built,  should  lease  and  dispose  of 
the  said  houses  to  seven  poor  men,  such  as  they  should  think  fit,  for  the  term  of 
their  lives,  gratis  , and  the  said  testator  devised  to  his  said  brothers,  and  the 
heirs  of  the  said  John  Every,  all  the  rectory  or  parsonage  of  Broadway  aforesaid, 
with  the  glebe,  tithes,  &c.,  to  the  intent  that  the  whole  revenues  and  profits 
thereof,  after  the  necessary  outgoings,  should  yearly,  or  half-yearly,  be  equally 
distributed  amongst  the  said  seven  poor  men,  who  should  from  time  to  time  be 
placed  in  the  said  seven  almshouses;  and  in  case  of  default  in  the  performance 
of  the  trusts  for  three  months  together  next  after  the  same  ought  to  be  per- 
formed, the  testator  directed  that  the  same  should  for  ever  thereafter  go  to  the 
parsons  or  ministers  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  church  of  Broadway  afore- 
said, and  their  successors  for  ever. 

By  a decree  of  the  commissioners  acting  under  43  Eliz.  made  about  2 Jac.  1, 
reciting,  that  John  Every  had  possessed  himself  of  the  profits  of  the  rectory 
and  parsonage  so  devised,  but  had  not  built  any  almshouses  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  or  distributed  any  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  rectory  or  par- 
sonage among  any  poor  men  or  w'omen  of  the  parish  of  Broadway ; it  was 
ordered,  that  the  said  John  Every,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should,  within  the  time 
therein  mentioned,  build  on  some  part  of  the  glebe  lands  of  the  said  parsonage, 
seven  convenient  dwelling-houses  for  seven  poor  men  or  women,  each  house  to 
have  a lower  room  and  a chamber,  and  a garden,  containing  the  breadth  of  the 
house,  and  40  feet  in  length,  to  be  for  ever  repaired  by  the  said  John  Every,  and 
his  heirs,  who  should  within  the  space  of  time  therein  mentioned,  put  into  the 
said  seven  houses  seven  poor  men  or  women  of  the  said  parish,  that  should  most 
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Broadway.  M ant  relief,  first  making  choice  of  those  that  should  be  there  born,  and  next 
er  ’s~Ala  shou'e  longest  lived  there  ; the  vacancies  to  be  filled  up  by  other  poor  men 

womcn  of  Broadway  aforesaid,  within  a month  after  such  vacancies  should 
have  happened. 

And  it  was  further  directed,  that  the  said  John  Every,  and  his  heirs,  should 
for  ever  thereafter  be  seised  of  the  said  rectory,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  said  will ; 
and  it  was  likewise  directed,  that  the  said  John  Every  and  his  heirs,  should,  for 
the  term  of  21  years  thence  next  ensuing,  take  to  his  and  their  own  use  the  whole 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  rectory,  paying  thereout  yearly  by  quarterly  pay- 
ments, to  tlie  said  poor  men  and  women,  the  full  sum  of  21  I.  viz. ; to  each  person 
S L per  annum,  by  15  6'.  per  quarter,  during  the  said  term,  and  in  like  manner 
for  ever  thereafter  to  be  continued  ; or  otherwise  the  whole  clear  yearly  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  rectory,  the  cure  being  discharged,  the  chancel  repaired,  and 
other  necessary  charges  excepted,  should  be  yearly  distributed  amongst  the  said 
seven  poor  men  and  women. 

It  appears,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  decree  of  the  said  commissioners,  seven 
almshouses  were  built,  and  seven  gardens  allotted  out  of  the  glebe  lands,  at  the 
charges  of  the  said  John  Every  and  William  Every,  or  one  of  them,  and  that 
seven  poor  men  and  women  of  Broadway  were  placed  therein. 

It  appears  also,  from  proceedings  afterwards  instituted,  in  a cause  between 
the  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of  Poole  and  others  against  John  Leigh, 
esquire,  (the  patron  of  the  living),  and  John  Jeffery,  clerk,  (the  perpetual  curate), 
that  the  said  decree  of  the  commissioners  had,  till  lyo  t,  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect, at  which  time  the  defendant  Jeffery  became  the  curate ; that  he,  and  the 
defendant  Leigh,  were  charged  with  having  withheld  the  whole  profits  of  the 
rectory,  and  applied  them  to  their  own  use,  without  paying  the  annual  sum  of 
21/. ; whereupon  it  was  decreed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield,  that  the 
decree  of  the  commissioners  for  charitable  uses  should  stand ; that  tlie  persons 
to  be  placed  in  the  said  almshouses  should  be  chosen  out  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Broadway,  as  the  said  decree  had  directed  ; that  the  defendant  Leigh 
should,  within  two  months  after  notice  of  any  vacancy  in  the  said  almshouse, 
nominate  a person  out  of  the  said  parish  to  the  said  vacancy;  or  on  his  default, 
that  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Broadway  should  have  the 
nomination  of  such  person  aforesaid,  who  might  be  either  man  or  woman  ; and 
that  such  person  so  to  be  chosen  should  receive  what  would  have  become  due 
to  tlie  party  he  succeeded,  the  next  jiay-day  after  his  decease : And  it  was  fur- 
ther ordered,  that  the  defendant,  Jeffery,  should  pay  what  was  due  and  in  arrear 
of  the  21/.  per  annum  payable  to  the  said  seven  poor  people,  chosen  into  the 
said  alms-house  ; and  further,  that  the  defendant  Jeffery  should  rebuild  the  house 
which  he  admitted  in  his  answer  to  have  been  pulled  down,  and  that  he  should 
also  repair  the  premises,  and  keep  the  same  in  repair  for  the  future,  and  that 
in  case  he  should  rebuild  the  houses  within  the  year,  he  should  enjoy  the  lease 
of  the  said  premises  during  his  life,  he  paying  21/.  per  annum  to  the  seven  poor 
people ; and  it  was  lastly  ordered,  that  the  estate  in  law  in  the  said  premises 
should  be  conveyed  to  such  trustees  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  Master,  but 
tliat  the  curate  of  the  said  parish  of  Broadway,  should  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  by  the  defendant  Leigh  and  his  heirs  ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
defendant  Jeffery  should  pay  his  costs  of  that  suit. 

Since  the  decree  last  mentioned,  it  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any 
interruption  of  the  beneficial  application  of  the  charity,  at  least  no  suspension 
or  perversion  thereof  is  recorded  to  have  taken  j)lace.  The  rectory  passed 
through  a variety  of  hands,  till  it  was  purchased  in  1801,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pal-' 
mer,  the  present  proprietor,  who  purchased  it  of  the  descendants  of  the  Leighs, 
without  being  apprised  of  tlie  charge  to  the  almshouse,  but  who  has  neverthe- 
less punctually  paid  the  21  /.  per  annum,  to  seven  poor  men  and  women  lodged 
in  tlie  almshouse  nominated  by  him.  Dr.  Palmer,  also  keeps  the  almshouse  in 
repair,  and  it  is  said  to  be  at  this  time  in  good  condition.  The  number  of  seven 
poor  [lersons  is  kept  up,  each  of  whom  receives  13f>(/.  per  week. 

The  almshouse  consists  of  seven  dwellings,  each  of  which  comprises  two 
apartments,  a sitting  room  and  a chamber.  The  land  belonging  to  the  alms- 
house is  about  a quarter  of  an  acre,  and  is  divided  among  the  seven  poor  people 
equally.  The  poor  people  are  assisted  out  of  the  parish  rates,  so  as  to  make 
their  pay  sufficient  for  their  maintenance. 


SiMOK 
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Simon  Knight’s  Charity. 

Ten  shillings  a year  are  payable  out  of  a farm  in  the  parish  of  Broadway, 
of  which  Mrs.  Frewtrell  is  now  the  proprietor.  This  is  ascribed  to  a gif 
by  a Mr.  Knight,  but  the  parish  has  no  copy  of  his  will,  nor  any  extract  there- 
from. The  will  has  been  searched  for  without  success. 

The  rent  charge  of  10.?.  is  paid  to  the  churchw’ardens,  who  distribute  it 
among  the  second  poor. 

Edmund  Pynny’s  Charity. 

Edmund  Fynny,  of  Broadway,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  yeoman,  by  his  will, 
dated  7th  December  1631,  after  stating,  that  he  had  an  estate  of  4,000  years  in 
certain  grounds,  lying  at  Steveleigh,  within  the  parish  of  Isle  Abbotts  alias 
Abbotts  Isle,  known  by  the  name  or  names  of  East  Mullens,  Boucher’s  Close 
and  Longkyte  Mead,  then  in  his  own  occupation,  which  grounds  he  had  granted 
unto  Richard  Pynny,  one  of  the  sons  of  his  brother,  John  Chelder,  and  to  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body,  lawfully  begotten;  upon  which  grant  was  reserved  to  be 
paid,  26s.  8d.;  directed  that  the  same  26s.  8d.  should  be  paid  to  such  poor 
people,  and  in  such  manner,  as  was  thereafter  expressed  ; but  that  if  the  said 
Richard  should  die  without  issue  male  of  his  body,  lawfully  begotten,  then  his 
intent  was,  that  John  Pynny  of  Exeter,  his  brother,  should  have  the  same,  and 
he  did  thereby  give  the  same  grounds  called  East  Mullens,  Butcher’s  Close,  and 
Long  Kite  Mead,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  to  the  said  John  Pynny, 
after  the  determination  of  the  said  Richard,  upon  this  condition,  that  he  from 
thenceforth  should  pay  265.  8d.  yearly,  to  two  poor  people,  men  or  women,  of 
Broadway,  aforesaid,  most  wanting  relief,  during  the  residue  of  his  said  term  of 
4,000  years,  by  quarterly  payments,  viz. ; 3 5.  4 c?.  quarterly,  to  either  of  the 
said  two  poor  people ; and  if  the  said  Richard  Pynny  should  not  pay  the  same, 
according  to  that  his  will  and  desire,  as  aforesaid,  then  and  so  often  as  the  same 
should  not  be  paid,  it  should  be  lawful  for  every  or  any  person  or  persons,  called 
or  known  by  the  name  of  Pynny,  or  Standerwicke,  inhabiting  in  Broadway, 
aforesaid,  into  the  said  grounds,  so  as  aforesaid  charged  with  the  yearly  payment 
of  the  said  265.  8d.  to  enter  and  distrain,  and  the  distress  then  taken,  to  detain 
and  keep  until  the  said  yearly  payment  should  be  fully  satisfied  ; and  if  it  should 
happen,  that  there  should  not  be  any  person  or  persons,  known  by  the  name  of 
Pynny  or  Standerwicke,  dwelling  in  Broadway,  aforesaid,  that  then  and  from 
thenceforth,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  said  parish  of  Broadway,  for  the  time  being,  into  the  said  grounds,  so  as 
aforesaid  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  said  26  5.  8 d.  yearly,  to  enter  and 
take  such  and  the  like  distress  and  distresses,  as  the  person  or  persons  called 
Pynny  or  Standerwicke  could  or  might  take  in  all  things  for  the  levying  of  the 
same  yearly  payments  to  the  said  two  poor  people. 

The  present  proprietor  of  the  land,  in  reference  to  which  the  payment  was 
to  be  made,  had  refused  payment  of  it  for  the  last  25  years,  but  he  has  since 
undertaken  to  pay  the  same. 


PARISH  OF  BUCKLAND  ST.  MARY. 

Richard  Tratt’s  Gift. 

Richard  Trait,  of  Buckland  St.  Mary,  by  his  will,  dated  20th  April  1698, 
gave  unto  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Buckland  St.  Mary,  having  no  weekly  pay, 
the  sum  of  I65.  a year,  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  and  to  be  distributed  every 
Christmas,  by  those  who  should  for  ever  thereafter  inherit  his  land ; and  for  the 
true  payment  thereof,  he  did  thereby  bind  one  piece  of  ground  called  Breach, 
containing  by  estimation,  two  acres  and  a half,  lying  in  the  tything  of  Domett, 
for  the  performance  of  the  same  accordingly. 

The  land  called  Breach  is  situate  in  the  parish  of  Buckland  Saint  Mary, 
and  contains  about  two  acres  and  a half  of  meadow  land.  It  now  belongs  to 
Mr.  Clark,  an  attorney,  at  Chard. 

It  is  stated,  that  the  rent-charge  has  not  been  paid  for  several  years,  and 
Mr.  Clark  says,  that  he  purchased  the  estate  about  four  years  ago,  without 
notice  of  any  such  charge,  and  that  no  mention  is  made  of  it  in  the  convey- 
ance to  him. 


Broadway. 

Simon  Knight’s 
Cliarity. 


Edmund  Pynny's 
Charity. 


Buckland  St.  Mary. 


Richard  Tratt’s 
Gift. 
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Buckland  St.  Mary.  JoAN  CoMBE  S GiFT, 

In  the  Returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  one  Joan  Comhe, 

Joan  Combe's  1C67,  charged  soiue  land  with  the  payment  of  15.s.  to  the  second  poor  of  this 

parish.  The  parish  has  no  document  respecting  this  charity,  or  any  trace  of 

its  ever  having  been  paid. 

Robert  Pym’s  Gift. 

Robert  Pym’s  Gift.  Robert  Pyniy  is  Stated  to  have  given  by  his  will,  in  I76O,  the  sum  of  9.1.  the 
interest  to  be  paid  to  the  second  poor  of  this  parish,  and  his  descendants  of  the 
name  of  Pym,  still  continue  the  payment  of  9s.  per  annum  to  the  second 
poor. 

Arthur  Hearn’s  Gift. 

Arthur  Hearn’s  Mention  is  made  in  Gilbert’s  Returns,  of  a sum  of  40/.  given  by  Arthur 
Gift.  Hearn,  but  not  known  when  or  by  what  instrument.  If  ever  received,  it  has 
been  long  lost,  as  nothing  is  known  of  it  in  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  CURLAND. 

Mrs.  Portman’s  Gift. 

Curland.  Mrs.  Portniaii  is  stated  to  have  given  a sum  of  8 1.  to  the  second  poor  of 

this  parish,  which  appears  to  have  been  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  parish  poor 

® house  ; but  the  sum  of  85.  is  annually  paid  by  the  overseers  out  of  the  poor  rates 
to  the  second  poor  in  respect  thereof. 


PARISH  OF  CURRY  MALET. 


Curry  Malet, 
Donor  unknown. 


Donor  unknown. 

A sum  of  20  /.  appears  by  the  parish  books  to  have  been  given  to  the  poor, 
but  without  certainty  as  to  its  donor,  or  the  time  of  its  being  given. 

Ten  pounds  of  this  sum  is  stated  to  have  been  lost  by  the  failure  of  a person 
to  whom  it  was  lent ; but  the  sum  of  20^.  continues  to  be  paid  in  respect  of 
this  gift,  out  of  the  parish  rates,  to  the  second  poor. 


PARISH  OF  CURRY  RIVELL. 


Curry  Rivell. 

Johanna  Alford’s 
Charity. 


Bartbya  Atwood's 
Charity. 


Johanna  Alford’s  Charity. 

Johanna  Alford,  by  her  will,  dated  25th  January  1721,  (an  extract  of  which 
appears  in  an  ancient  register  of  the  charities  of  the  parish,)  bequeathed  to 
the  president,  treasurer  and  governors  of  Christ’s  Hospital,  London,  the  sum 
of  1,200  /.  upon  trust,  that  they  or  their  successors,  should  yearly,  for  ever 
thereafter,  pay  for  the  relief  of  ten  poor  families,  inhabiting  within  the  town,- 
parish  or  precinct  of  Farrington  Port  and  Westbrook,  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
the  sum  of  20/.  per  annum,  to  such  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the 
time  being  should  judge  meet  and  proper  objects,  and  did  not  receive  alms  of 
the  parish,  which  distribution  was  to  be  made  after  Michaelmas,  and  before 
Christmas,  yearly. 

And  should  also  pay  the  like  clear  sum  of  20/.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Curry  Rivell,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  (the  place  of  her  late  hus- 
band’s birth),  to  be  distributed  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  above- 
mentioned,  with  respect  to  the  said  other  parishes. 

This  annual  sum  of  20  /.  has  been  regularly  received  from  the  treasurer  of 
Christ’s  Plospital,  and  the  minister  of  the  parish  of  Curry  Rivell,  together  with 
the  churchwardens,  distributes  it  among  the  second  poor  of  the  parish. 

An  account  of  the  distribution  of  this  charity  has  been  regularly  kept,  and 
continued  down  from  the  commencement  to  the  present  time,  containing  lists 
of  the  names  of  the  poor  persons  receiving  the  benefaction. 

Barthya  Atwood’s  Charity. 

Barthya  Atzcood,  by  her  will,  dated  12th  August  1778,  (among  other  be- 
quests), gave  unto  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Curry  Rivell,  and 
to  their  successors,  the  sum  of  100/.  ujion  trust,  to  lay  out  and  invest  the  same 
in  their  names,  in  the  purchase  of  three  per  cent  consolidated  annuities,  or  some 
other  stock  or  public  funds,  and  out  of  the  dividends  thereof  to  keep  in  repair 
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the  flat  stone  and  inscription  over  the  vault  in  which  the  remains  of  her  late 
husband  were  interred,  and  also  any  flat  stone  or  monument  that  she  might 
thereafter  direct  to  be  erected  in  memory  either  of  her  late  husband  or  herself; 
and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  interest,  upon  trust,  thereout  to  pay  the  clerk  of 
the  said  parish  lOi'.  (Sd.  for  keeping  the  said  monuments  clean  ; and  as  to  the 
ultimate  residue,  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  bread,  to  be  distributed 
among  such  of  the  poor  of  Curry  Rivell,  as  the  overseers  for  the  time  being 
should  think  proper  objects  of  charity,  in  every  year,  on  the  25th  of  December 
I and  1st  of  January. 

! This  sum  of  100/.  with  the  addition  of  10/.  15.9.  from  the  parish  money,  was 
! laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  200/.  three  per  cent  consols.  The  dividends  of  the 
same  are  received  by  the  minister  of  the  parish,  and  distributed  among  the  poor 
' at  Christmas  and  New  Year’s  day,  annually,  in  bread,  a book  being  kept  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  receiving  the  benefaction,  and  of  the  amount  distributed. 
The  clerk  receives  his  105.  Qd.  for  keeping  the  monuments  clean. 

George  Selway’s  Charity. 

George  Selway,  of  Bristol,  by  his  will,  in  1824,  gave  to  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  Curry  Rivell  the  sum  of  50/.  (reduced  to  45/.  by  the  legacy 
duty),  the  interest  to  be  distributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish. 

This  sum  of  45/.  with  a small  addition  from  the  parish  of  SI.  25.  Qd.  was 
lately  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  50/.  three  per  cent  consols,  the  dividends  upon 
which  had  not,  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry,  (October  1825),  been  received. 


PARISH  OF  DONYATT. 

The  Almshouse. 

John  Dunster,  citizen  and  clothworker,  of  London,  by  his  will,  dated  29th 
August  l625,  among  other  things  bequeathed  the  sum  of  500/.  to  be  laid 
out  by  his  trustees,  William  Walrond,  esquire,  Humphrey  Walrond,  esquire,  John 
Goffe,  and  his  brother,  William  Dunster,  or  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them, 
or  on  their  default,  by  any  three  of  the  feoffees  thereinafter  mentioned,  in 
the  purchasing  of  lands  and  tenements  in  or  near  Donyatt,  in  the  said  county 
of  Somerset,  to  be  conveyed  and  assured  as  learned  counsel  in  the  law  should 
advise,  to  the  feoffees  thereafter  mentioned,  or  to  the  survivor  or  survivors  of 
them,  viz. ; to  the  said  Humphrey  Walrond,  Thomas  Kingman,  John  Goffe, 
and  William  Dunster,  and  to  Stephen  Dunster,  son  of  the  said  William  Dun- 
ster, Thomas  Dunster,  Henry  Hacker,  Robert  Grubham,  John  Every  the 
eldest,  the  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Dunster,  and  Henry  Walrond,  son  of 
the  said  W’^illiam  Walrond,  and  such  other  persons  as  the  said  Humphrey 
Walrond,  Thomas  Kingman,  his  brother,  William  Dunster,  and  Thomas  Dun- 
ster, or  the  greater  part  of  them,  should  appoint,  and  to  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that  the  same  feoffees,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  give  and  bestow,  or  permit  and  suffer 
the  parson  and  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Donyatt,  for 
the  time  being,  for  ever,  to  receive  and  bestow  all  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
lands  and  tenements  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time  accruing, 
for  over,  towards  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  sustentation  of  six  poor  people, 
viz. ; three  men  and  three  women,  to  be  always  placed  in  the  almshouse  in 
Donyatt,  which  he,  the  said  testator,  had  begun  to  found ; and  his  will  was,  that 
the  parson  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  said  parish  of  Donyatt,  should  have  power  to  place  six  poor  people  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  said  almshouse,  to  have  their  perpetual  dwelling  therein  during 
their  respective  lives,  as  often  as  any  room  should  be  void,  and  to  displace  any 
of  the  said  poor  people  that  should  be  placed  therein,  at  their  discretion,  for 
any  misdemeanor  by  any  of  them  committed ; and  his  will  further  was,  that  no 
man  or  woman  should  be  admitted  into  the  said  almshouse,  or  have  pension  or 
allowance  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  and  tenements  to  be  pur- 
chased as  aforesaid,  unless  every  of  the  same  men  should  be  of  the  age  of  55, 
at  the  least,  and  single  and  unmarried,  and  every  of  the  same  women  be  50 
years  of  age,  at  the  least,  and  sole  and  unmarried ; and  in  case  no  man  or 
woman  should  from  time  to  time  be  found  dwelling  in  Donyatt  aforesaid,  of  the 
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several  and  respective  ages,  and  sole  and  unmarried,  then  his  will  was,  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  aforesaid  parson  and  churchwardens  and  overseers,  to 
admit  and  choose  into  the  said  almshouse,  from  time  to  time,  such  poor  men 
and  women  inhabiting,  or  that  should  inhabit  and  dw’ell  in  the  parishes  of 
Dminster  and  Broadway,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  being  sole  and  unmar- 
ried, and  of  the  respective  ages  aforesaid,  as  they  should  think  fit ; and  further, 
he  directed  that  such  poor  people  as  sliould  be  of  his  kindred,  if  any,  should 
be  always  preferred  to  the  said  almshouse  before  any  other ; and  further,  that 
when  so  many  of  the  feoffees  aforesaid  should  be  dead,  leaving  only  four  sur- 
vivors, then  those  four  surviving,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor,  or  the  heirs  of 
the  same  survivor  should,  upon  the  request  of  the  churchwardens  of  Donyatt 
aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  enfeoff  twelve  other  of  the  most  honest  and  sub- 
stantial householders  or  inhabitants  of  Donyatt  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  of  and  in  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  purchased  as 
aforesaid,  upon  the  like  trust  and  confidence,  and  to  the  like  use  before  declared, 
and  so  from  time  to  time  as  the  other  feoffees  or  their  assigns  should  die : 
Provided  always,  that  the  charge  of  repairing  the  almshouse  aforesaid,  and 
making  of  feoffments  and  other  writings  concerning  the  same,  and  all  other 
charges  touching  the  said  almshouse,  lands  and  tenements,  should  be  dis- 
charged out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  lands  and  tenements  from  time 
to  time. 

He  also  by  the  same  will  gave  100/.  more,  for  purchasing  lands  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  in  the  said  almshouse. 

By  indenture,  dated  22d  November,  .3d  Charles  I,  made  between  Lawrence 
Whitaker,  and  Henry  Price,  of  the  one  part;  and  William  Walrond,  esquire; 
Humphrey  Walrond,  John  Gough,  and  William  Dunster,  of  the  other  part; 
all  those  several  yearly  rents  or  fee  farms  thereinafter  mentioned,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  4-6/.  yearly,  issuing,  growing  and  reserved,  out  of  the  several 
lordships  and  manors  of  Deverell  Longbridge,  East  Monkton,  otherwise  called 
Monkton  Deverell,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  and  out  of  the  several  rectories  and 
churches  of  the  said  Deverell  Longbridge,  and  East  Monkton,  otherwise  called 
Monkton  Deverell,  were  granted  unto  the  said  William  Walrond,  Humphrey 
Walrond,  John  Gough,  and  William  Dunster,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever, 
for  the  consideration  of  644/.  viz. : — 

£.  7.  6.  8.  out  of  the  manor  of  East  Monkton,  alias  Monkton  Deverell. 

£.  g.  o.  o.  out  of  the  rectory  of  - - - d°. 

£.  16.  6.  8.  out  of  the  manor  of  Deverell  Longbridge. 

£.13.  6.  8.  out  of  the  rectory  of  - - - d°. 

By  indenture,  dated  l6th  March,  5th  Charles  I,  made  betw'een  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  of  Godwicke,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  knight,  and  Sir  Robert  Heath, 
knight,  his  Majesty’s  Attorney  General,  for  and  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty, 
the  said  Sir  Edward  Coke  granted  unto  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
for  the  consideration  therein  mentioned,  a certain  parcel  of  land,  with  the 
appurtenances,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Farnham  Royal,  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
containing  by  estimation  two  acres,  abutting  upon  the  highway  leading  from 
Farnham  to  Windsor  on  the  west,  upon  the  mill  stieam  of  Farnham  on  the 
east,  upon  the  London  road  on  the  south,  and  upon  other  lands  of  the  said 
Sir  Edward  Coke  towards  the  north ; and  also  one  other  parcel  of  land,  with 
the  appurtenances,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Donyatt,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
containing  by  estimation  one  acre,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Giles  Mitchell,  abut- 
ting upon  the  church-yard  of  Donyatt  on  the  south  side,  upon  a river  there 
on  the  north  side,  and  upon  the  highway  leading  from  Donyatt  to  llminster  on 
the  east  end,  and  upon  a garden  then  in  the  tenure  of  George  Grubham  on  the 
west,  together  with  all  housing  and  building  upon  the  same ; to  hold  to  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  for  ever. 

And  by  letters  patent,  dated  18th  June,  6th  Charles  I,  his  said  Majesty 
granted  to  Edward  Coke,  knight,  and  Roger  Dunster,  citizen  and  clothworker, 
of  London,  the  said  last  mentioned  two  parcels  of  land ; to  hold  to  the  said 
Coke  and  Dunster,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

How  the  almshouse  became  interested  in  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  two 
last  deeds,  has  not  been  made  to  appear  by  any  other  documents  produced  to 
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us ; but  the  instruments  above  set  fortli  have  been  preserved  among  the 
evidences  of  title  to  the  almshouse  j)ossessions. 

The  two  acres  in  Farnham  have  not  for  a century  past  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  almshouse.  What  was  called  the  Acre  in  Donyatt,  seems  now  to  con- 
stitute the  site  thereof,  with  the  curtilage  and  garden.  In  a map  of  the  manor, 
now  in  the  possession  of  Richard  Thomas  Combe,  esquire,  the  lord  of  the  same 
manor,  the  almshouse  is  put  down  as  composed  of  1 r.  & 38p. 

There  has  been  no  regular  renewal  of  the  feoffees  for  a great  many  years, 
but  the  superintendence  of  the  institution  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  successive 
lords  of  the  manor. 

The  property  subject  to  these  rent-charges  appears  to  have  been  vested  in 
the  Marquis  of  Bath,  who  regularly  pays  the  same,  amounting  together  to  an 
annual  sum  of  46/.  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Donyatt,  by  whom  the  same  is 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  charity. 

The  almshouse  is  a stone  building  in  the  parish,  consisting  of  six  dwellings, 
each  having  two  apartments,  a bed-room  and  sitting-room.  Three  men  and 
three  women,  poor  old  persons,  live  in  these  dwellings,  who  receive  each  3^. 
per  week,  and  also  10.?.  every  Christmas,  to  j)urchase  fuel  and  necessaries  ; each 
man  has  besides  a blue  great  coat,  and  each  woman  a cloak,  every  year.  They 
are  placed  therein  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

The  almshouse  is  in  good  repair,  a sum  of  40/.  having  been  given,  in  the 
year  1817,  by  R.  C.  Combe,  esquire,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  for  keeping  it  in 
such  condition.  This  sum,  with  6o/.  then  in  hand,  was  put  out  at  interest,  at 
five  per  cent,  and  no  part  of  this  100/.  was  wanted  till  1824,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  new  roof  great  part  of  the  house,  and  to  do  other  substantial 
repairs,  which  amounted  to  57/.  1^-?.  \\d.  so  that  there  only  now  remains  40/. 
at  interest.  In  1817,  the  additional  5/.  afforded  the  means  of  increasing  the 
weekly  pay  from  ^2s.  6d.  to  3s.  which  has  been  continued  since  that  time, 
though  it  is  apprehended  that  it  must  again  be  reduced  to  its  former  standard. 

The  accounts  since  1776  have  been  regularly  balanced,  and  audited  every 
year. 


Douyatc. 
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PARISH  OF  DRAYTON. 

Cicely  Wallis’s  Charity. 

It  appears,  by  an  entry  in  the  poor’s  book  of  the  parish,  for  the  year  17^8,  Drayton, 
that  Cicely  Wallis,  by  her  will  (the  date  of  which  is  not  mentioned),  gave  to  the  — 

parish  of  Drayton  10/.  to  remain  for  ever,  the  interest  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  binding  of  poor  children,  born  in  the  parish,  apprentices. 

The  interest  of  this  donation  has  not  been  paid  for  upwards  of  CO  years,  but 
previous  to  that  period  some  entries  occur  of  the  application  thereof. 


PARISH  OF  ILMINSTER. 


The  Free  School. 

By  letters  patent  of  Edward  the  6th,  dated  3d  June,  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign,  for  exemplifying  certain  deeds,  enrolled  at  the  Rolls  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  reciting,  that  the  said  king,  in  consideration  of  divers  sums  of  money 
paid  into  the  hands  of  his  treasurer  of  the  Court  of  Augmentations,  had  granted 
to  Giles  Kelway  and  William  Lennard,  one  house  or  building,  and  three 
courtlages,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Ilminster,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  for 
a term  of  certain  years;  and  all  those  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows, 
leasows  and  pastures,  with  their  appurtenances,  called  Mody’s  Tenement,  being 
within  the  tithing  of  Winterhay,  in  the  said  jiarish,  for  a term  of  years; 
and  all  those  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  leasows  and  pastures, 
with  their  appurtenances,  late  in  the  tenure  of  John  Rippe,  clerk,  lying  in 
Horton,  in  the  parish  of  Ilminster  aforesaitl,  for  a term  ol  years ; and  all  the 
estate,  interest,  terms  of  years,  and  demands,  of  the  said  lord  the  king,  of  and 
in  the  aforesaid  messuages,  houses,  courtlages,  lands,  tenements,  leasows, 
Rep.  15.  T t 4 pastures, 


Ilminster. 


The  Free  School. 


332  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

pastures,  and  other  the  premises,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  the  parish  of 
Ilminster  aforesaid,  in  as  large  and  ample  manner  and  form  as  the  several 
persons  therein  mentioned  had  at  any  time  held  or  enjoyed  the  same,  and  in  as 
ample  manner  and  form  as  all  and  singular  the  premises  came,  or  ought  to  have 
come,  into  the  hands  of  the  said  king,  by  reason  or  pretext  of  a certain  Act  of 
Parliament,  for  dissolving  divers  charities,  colleges,  guilds  and  fraternities,  in 
his  Parliament  at  Westminster,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  or  by  reason  of  any 
other  Act,  or  by  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  the  said  Giles  Kelway  and  Wil- 
liam Lennard,  for  and  in  consideration  of  12(3/.  by  Hum{)hry  Walrond,  of  See, 
in  the  parish  of  Ilminster,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  Henry  Greenfield, 
of  the  same  place,  paid,  did  assign  and  confirm  to  the  aforesaid  Humphry 
Walrond  and  Henry  Greenfield,  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  messuages, 
houses  or  buildings,  courtlages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  leasows,  pastures, 
and  other  the  premises,  witli  their  appurtenances,  in  the  said  parish  of  Ilmin- 
ster; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  executors  and  assigns,  to  tlie  end  of  all 
the  terms  of  years  yet  enduring  in  the  premises,  or  any  parcel  thereof. 

And  by  a similar  exemplification,  made  in  the  3d  year  of  King  Edward  the  6th, 
it  appears,  that  by  an  indenture,  made  the  18th  day  of  May  in  the  same  year, 
of  the  said  king,  between  the  said  Humphry  Walrond  and  Henry  Greenfield,  of 
the  one  part;  and  John  Balch,  John  Sydenham,  and  divers  otlier  persons  therein 
named,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  the  said  Giles  Kelway  and  William  Len- 
nard, for  the  sum  of  126/.  to  them  by  tlie  said  Humphry  Walrond  and  Henry 
Greenfield  ])aid,  had  bargained,  sold  and  assigned  unto  the  said  Humphry 
Walrond  and  Henry  Greenfield,  all  those  their  houses  and  buildings,  courtlages 
and  premises,  in  as  ample  manner  as  the  said  Giles  Kelway  and  William  Len- 
nard had  of  the  demise,  grant  and  assignment  of  the  said  king ; the  said 
Humphry  Walrond  and  Henry  Greenfield,  tendering  the  virtuous  education  of 
youth,  in  literature  and  godly  learning,  whereby  the  same  youth  so  brought  up, 
should  the  better  know  their  duty,  as  well  to  God  as  the  king’s  majesty  ; and 
for  divers  other  honest  and  godly  considerations,  demised,  granted  and  assigned 
unto  the  said  John  Balch,  John  Sydenham  and  others,  all  the  estate,  right 
and  title,  which  they  the  said  Humphry  Walrond  and  Henry  Greenfield,  and 
either  of  them,  had  yet  to  come  in  the  premises,  by  reason  of  the  former  grant, 
made  unto  the  said  Humphry  and  Henry,  by  the  said  Giles  and  William  Len- 
nard ; to  hold  the  said  premises  to  the  said  John  Balch,  John  Sydenham  and 
others,  their  executors  and  assigns,  from  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael  then  last  past, 
until  the  end  and  term  of  all  the  years  yet  to  come  in  the  same  premises,  in  as 
large  and  ample  manner  as  they  the  said  Humphry  Walrond  and  Henry  Green- 
field had  the  same  of  the  said  Giles  Kelway  and  William  Lennard,  to  the  intent, 
and  upon  condition,  first,  that  the  said  John  Balch,  John  Sydenham  and  the 
others  before  named,  their  executors  and  assigns,  and  every  of  them,  and  the 
executors  and  assigns  of  every  of  them,  after  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  next  en- 
suing the  date  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  said  term,  should  by  their 
discretion,  or  by  the  discretion  of  the  more  part  of  them,  provide  one  honest  and 
discreet  person  to  be  a schoolmaster,  who  should  freely  instruct  teach  and  bring 
up  as  well  in  all  godly  learning  and  knowledge  as  in  other  manner  of  learning, 
all  such  children  and  youth  as  should  be  brought  to  him,  to  the  same  in- 
tent and  purpose,  according  to  the  tendei\wit  and  capacities  of  such  youth  and 
young  children,  as  the  same  schoolmaster  from  time  to  time  should  think  meet 
and  convenient ; and  that  they,  the  said  John  Balch  and  others,  before  named, 
their  executors  and  assigns,  and  the  executors  and  assigns  of  every  of  them,  or 
the  most  part  of  them,  should  aj)point  the  same  schoolmaster  one  tenement,  called 
the  Cross  House,  in  the  which  house  the  said  schoolmaster  should  dwell,  during 
all  such  time  as  he  should  continue  schoolmaster  there  ; and  if  it  should  for- 
tune that  the  said  schoolmaster  should  be  negligent  or  remiss  in  teaching  of 
the  said  youth,  or  be  detected  of  any  notable  crime  or  default,  and  that  lawfully 
proved  before  the  said  John  Balch  and  others,  before  named,  or  before  the  most 
])art  of  them,  being  together,  that  then  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  John 
Balch  and  others,  before  named,  or  to  the  most  part  of  them,  to  discharge  and  put 
away  the  said  schoolmaster,  giving  him  one  whole  quarter’s  warning  at  the  least, 
and  in  his  place  to  elect  and  choose  one  other  meet  schoolmaster  of  honest  con- 
versation and  behaviour,  to  do  as  the  other  schoolmaster  should  do;  and  that 
the  said  John  Balch  and  others,  before  named,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  their 

executors 
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executors  or  assigns,  being  present  at  Ilminster,  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  Ilminster. 

between  the  hours  of  one  and  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  ^ 

Sunday,  in  one  of  the  houses,  parcel  of  the  premises  next  adjoining  to  the 

churcli-yard  of  Ilminster  aforesaid,  or  in  some  other  place,  by  them  or  by  v ^ * y 

the  more  part  of  them  agreed,  should  yearly  elect  one  honest  person  to  be  the 
bailiff  of  the  said  premises,  to  gather,  receive  and  levy  all  the  issues  and  profits  of 
the  same  premises,  and  with  the  same  issues  and  profits  so  received  by  the  said 
bailiff  as  aforesaid,  should  repair  and  do  all  manner  of  reparations,  in  and  upon 
two  of  the  houses  called  the  Cross  House  and  Battyn’s  House  ; and  also  pay  unto 
the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  such  salary  and  stipend,  as  by  the  said  John 
Balch  and  others  before  named,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  should  be  appointed ; 
and  pay  the  rent  of  all  the  premises  to  the  lord,  reserved  upon  the  former  leases 
made  by  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Munchelny,  and  of  the  residue  of  the  issues  and 
profits  of  the  premises,  should  yearly,  during  the  same  term,  the  said  first  Sunday 
in  October,  in  Ilminster  aforesaid,  in  the  place  aforesaid,  and  betwixt  the  hours 
aforesaid,  make  thereof  to  the  said  John  Balch  and  others  before  named,  or  to 
the  most  part  of  them,  as  shonld  be  there  then  present,  a true  account  of  the 
same  ; and  that  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  should  be  found  due  upon  the 
said  account,  should  be  forthwith  delivered  by  the  said  bailiff  to  the  said  John 
Balch  and  others  before  named,  or  to  the  most  part  of  them,  being  present  at  the 
making  of  the  said  account ; that  the  same  should  be  put  into  one  convenient 
coffer  with  four  locks  and  four  keys,  to  be  set  in  such  convenient  and  sure  place  as 
should  be  thought  most  convenient,  by  the  discretion  of  the  said  John  Balch  and 
others  before  named,  to  be  bestowed  for  the  discharge  of  king’s  silvers,  and  for 
the  mending  and  repairing  the  highways,  bridges,  water-courses,  and  conduits  of 
water,  wherewith  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Ilminster  were  or  should 
be  charged  or  chargeable,  as  far  as  the  said  sums  of  money  would  extend  unto: 

And  that  the  said  bailiff  so  accounting  as  aforesaid,  shonld  have  allowed  unto 
him  upon  his  said  account,  3 s.  4>d.  for  his  pains,  for  executing  the  premises 
for  the  year  past ; and  furthermore,  to  the  intent  that  the  deeds  of  charity 
aforesaid  might  have  their  continuance  to  the  end  and  term  of  all  the  years  yet 
to  come,  it  w^as  therefore  agreed,  betwixt  the  said  parties,  that  when  it  should 
happen  that  the  said  grantees  should  die,  so  that  there  should  remain  but  four 
of  them  in  life,  that  then  such  four  persons  should  grant  over  their  right,  title 
and  term  of  years  then  enduring,  to  as  many  other  honest  persons  of  the  said 
parish  of  Ilminster,  to  the  number  of  20,  as  should  be  by  the  said  grantees 
then  living,  thought  most  convenient  to  the  uses,  intents  and  purposes  afore 
rehearsed  j and  it  was  agreed,  between  the  said  parties,  that  none  of  the  said 
grantees,  should  at  any  time  during  the  said  years  demise  or  grant  their  good 
wills  to  any  person  or  persons,  to  be  schoolmaster,  bailiff,  or  tenant,  of  any 
part  or  parcel  of  the  premises,  but  only  the  said  first  Sunday  in  October, 
betwixt  the  hours  aforesaid,  openly,  in  the  said  house  or  place  where  the  said 
account  was  before  appointed  to  be  ; and  that  no  lease  or  grant  of  the  premises, 
or  of  any  part  thereof,  should  be  made,  but  in  the  place  before  appointed  ; and 
that  every  lease  or  grant  then  and  there  made  of  the  premises,  or  of  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons,  by  the  assent  of  the  said  grantees, 
or  the  most  part  of  them,  then  being  present,  and  entered  into  the  book  of  ac- 
count, should  be  good  and  effectual  against  the  said  John  Balch  and  others 
before  named,  their  executors  and  assigns,  during  the  years  to  any  such  person 
or  persons  granted  during  the  said  term. 

The  house  and  building  and  three  curtilages  in  Ilminster,  mentioned  in  the  said 
grants,  are  the  only  part  of  the  property  contained  in  those  deeds,  of  which  the 
trustees  appear  to  be  now  possessed. 

The  hereditaments  called  in  the  above  instruments  Mody’s  tenement,  and 
therein  said  to  be  lying  in  the  tithing  of  Winterhay,  in  the  parish  of  Ilminster, 
and  the  hereditaments  which  are  therein  stated  to  be  situate  in  Horton,  in  the 
same  parish,  are  no  longer  capable  of  being  identified,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
trustees  of  the  school  have  no  property  in  either  of  the  tithings  of  Winterhay  or 
Horton,  or  in  the  parish  of  Ilminster.  But  about  twenty  years  ago,  the  trustees 
were  in  possession  of  a close  of  about  four  acres,  in  the  tithing  of  Winterhay, 
which  appears  to  have  been  derived  under  a purchase  made  long  since  the  date  of 
the  last  of  the  above  grants  ; and  of  another  close  of  pasture,  consisting  of  about 
three  acres,  in  another  tithing  of  Ilminster,  called  Ilcombe  ; but  both  those 
parcels  were,  together  with  some  other  property  belonging  to  the  trust,  not  in 
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the  parish  of  Ilminster,  sold  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  redeeming  the 
land-tax  upon  the  whole  property. 

The  property  called  a house  and  building,  and  three  curtilages,  in  the  original 
grant,  is  considered  as  being  the  same  as  that  which  in  the  conveyance  to  the 
trustees  and  settlement  of  the  school,  is  called  the  Cross  house. 

In  an  old  book  of  proceedings  and  accounts  belonging  to  the  institution, 
it  appears,  that  the  school  property  was  always  let  on  leases  for  terms  deter- 
minable with  lives,  for  small  reserved  rents  and  considerable  fines.  About  half 
a century  after  the  first  establishment  of  the  school,  we  find,  that  either  out  of 
those  fines  or  from  other  sources,  which  are  not  distinctly  set  forth,  and  ofwhich 
there  is  now  no  memory  or  tradition,  divers  purchases  were  made,  respecting 
which  no  documents  remain,  except  certain  memoranda  and  notices  among  the 
earlier  proceedings  and  accounts  of  the  trustees. 

From  the  book  containing  these  accounts,  it  may  be  collected,  that  on  the 
29th  September  I6O6,  certain  premises  at  Bridgehampton,  near  Ilchester, 
called  the  free  chapel  of  Evilton,  with  a parcel  of  land  thereunto  belonging,  in 
Bridgehampton,  in  the  parish  of  Evilton  (now  called  Yeovilton),  were  purchased 
by  the  feoffees  with  a sum  of  280/. ; and  that  on  1st  of  October  1609,  the 
trustees  purchased  the  manor  of  Sandwich,  for  the  sum  of  G66/.  135.  'td. 

The  trustees,  about  l6l2,  became  possessed  of  a house  in  Taunton,  but  in 
what  manner  that  acquisition  was  made  does  not  appear. 

In  1631,  they  are  stated  to  have  acquired  property  at  Cudworth;  and  in  1632, 
some  premises  at  Purtington,  in  the  parish  of  Winsham,  are  mentioned  to  hav^e 
been  bought  by  them  for  132/.  5 s. 

In  1653,  some  premises  at  Crickett  Malherbe  are  described  in  the  accounts  as 
lands  purchased  of Walrond,  esq. 

In  1654,  we  find  the  trustees  in  possession  of  a meadow,  called  Ballam’s  Mead, 
situate  in  Ilminster  parish,  which  Ballam’s  mead,  according  to  an  entry  in  the 
last  mentioned  book  under  the  above  date,  was  held  by  them  subject  to 
a payment  of  an  annuity  of  3/.  which  they  had  grantetl  for  the  consideration  of 
60/.  paid  to  them  by  Thomas  Collins,  being  a legacy  left  by  one  Mr.  John 
Dunster,  for  the  poor  of  Ilminster  parish. 

In  1661,  the  trustees  were  in  possession  of  premises,  called  Cross  Keys,  situate 
in  the  parish  of  Ashill ; and  in  the  accounts  for  1662,  we  find  mention  of  a close, 
called  Puckpitt,  situate  in  the  tithing  of  Winterhay,  in  the  parish  of  Ilminster, 
purchased  for  the  sum  of  110/.  and  supposed  to  be  the  premises  in  Winterhay 
above  mentioned  to  have  been  sold  some  years  ago  for  the  redemption  of  the 
land-tax. 

In  the  year  I667,  the  said  accounts  notice  some  property  at  Donyatt,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  which  was  also  a part  of  the  property  sold  for  the  said 
ledemption  of  the  land-tax. 

In  the  accounts  for  I68I,  we  find  mention  made  of  a tenement  at  Hastings, 
in  the  parish  of  Ashill,  and  in  the  same  year  of  some  property  at  Stewleigh,  in 
Isle  Abbotts,  as  a new  purchase  ; in  1683,  another  tenement  at  Ashill  is  ahso 
mentioned;  and  in  1693,  other  property  at  Stewleigh,  is  likewise  noticed,  as 
a new  purchase. 

From  the  periods  of  the  above  purchases,  recorded  or  noticed  in  the  said  book 
of  accounts,  the  trustees  have  been  in  possession  of  property  in  the  several  places 
where  the  purchased  premises  are  therein  stated  to  have  been  situate.  But  in 
the  accounts  contemporary  with  those  purchases,  we  find  no  specification  of  the 
quantities.  The  book  contains  successive  rentals  of  all  the  school  premises, 
without  any  chasm,  down  to  the  present  period,  but  the  quantities  are  not  made 
to  appear. 

A survey  was  taken,  on  the  29th  December  1802,  of  all  the  manors,  lands 
and  tenements  belonging  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  there  was  a messuage  and  tenement  situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  church- 
yard of  Ilminster,  commonly  called  the  School  House,  and  which  is  supposed  to 
be -the  house  called  the  Cross  House  in  the  original  grant,  consisting  of 
a kitchen,  a pantry,  a laundry,  a brewhouse,  a parlour,  a school-room,  a cur- 
tilage, and  a garden,  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Mules,  the  then 
master  of  the  school.  To  this  was  annexed  a tenement,  called  Withyman’s, 
whereon  a building  was  erected,  called  the  New  Room,  adjoining  the  school- 
room occupied  by  the  master,  and  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  original  school 
premises. 

The 
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The  quantities  of  which  the  school  at  that  time  w'as  possessed  in  the  different 


places  were — 


A.  E.  p. 


In  the  parish  of  Ilminster 

In  the  parish  of  Sandwich  - --  --  --  - 

In  the  tithing  of  Stewleigh,  in  the  parish  of  Isle  Abbots  - - - 

In  Yeovilton,  with  the  tithings  of  Speckington  and  Bridgehampton 
In  the  same  parisli,  the  tithes  of  lo  acres  of  land. 

In  the  parish  of  Donyatt  - - - - - 

In  the  tithing  of  Purtington,  in  the  parish  of  Winsham  - - - 

In  the  parish  of  Ashill  --------- 

In  the  parish  of  Crickett  Malherbe  ------ 

In  the  parish  of  Cudworth  - --  --  --  - 

Making  the  total  amount  of  acreage  ------- 

From  the  above  total  is  to  be  taken  the  premises  in  Ilminster,  some  land 
in  Yeovilton,  in  Cudworth,  and  Donyatt,  amounting  together  to 
27  A.  3R.  i6p.  which,  together  with  the  house  in  Taunton,  and  two 
houses  in  Donyatt,  were  sold  to  redeem  the  land-tax  - - - 


7 - - 

318  - 3 

48  2 27 

53  2 28 

14  2 27 

168  - 5 

29  - 19 

50  3 31 

18  1 21 


708  2 1 


27  3 16 


Leaving  the  remaining  quantity  now  in  the  possession  of  the  trustees 


- 680  2 25 
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Till  between  20  and  .SO  years  ago,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  trustees  to  let 
all  the  trust  premises  for  terms  of  years  determinable  with  lives.  Formerly, 
the  fines  were  large,  and  the  rents  small;  but  in  more  modern  times,  the 
rents  have  been  progressively  improved,  and  the  fines  diminished.  About  20 
years  ago,  or  a little  more,  it  was  resolved  by  the  trustees  to  make  an  entire 
change  as  to  the  mode  of  letting,  and  instead  of  leases  for  lives,  to  let  the 
whole  property  upon  short  terms  of  years,  at  rack-rent.  It  was  also  considere  d 
that  by  the  Act  of  the  13th  of  the  late  King,  they  were  restrained  from  making- 
leases  exceeding  21  years,  as  the  residue  of  the  rents  were  applicable  to  the 
repairs  of  highways,  bridges  and  conduits.  Many  of  the  leases  for  lives  have 
since  fallen  in,  and  the  new  mode  of  leasing  has  been  adopted,  as  will  appear 
by  the  rental  inserted  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

In  the  year  1801,  the  year  in  which  the  change  in  the  mode  of  letting  was 
adopted,  the  amount  of  the  reserved  rents  was  290/.  55.  lOrf.,  but  under  the 
present  letting  it  is  495/.  17.^.  Id.  The  income  of  the  charity,  from  the 
period  last  adverted  to,  has  been  progressively  increasing,  as  opportunities  of 
letting  the  premises  at  rack  rent  have  occurred.  When  an  estate  has  fallen  in 
by  the  expiration  of  the  lives,  the  first  letting  has  been  by  tender ; at  the  sub- 
sequent letting  the  tenant  has  been  invited  to  make  his  olfer,  which,  if  deemed 
eligible  has  been  accepted,  if  not  the  estate  has  been  again  offered  to  a com- 
petition by  tender. 

The  accounts  of  former  years  show  a considerable  expenditure  upon  the 
repairs  of  the  school  premises,  which  are  very  old,  and  have  been  in  a state  of 
considerable  dilapidation. 

The  items  of  expenditure,  from  4th  October  1824,  to  5th  October  1825, 
are  as  follows  : — 


Paid  Mr.  Hanning  a year’s  rent  of  the  writing  school  - - - - 

Paid  Mr.  Hanning  a year’s  chief  rent,  due  same  time  - - - _ 

The  lord  of  the  manor  of  Isle  Abbotts,  a year’s  rent  due  d®--- 
The  Rev.  J.  Allen,  a year’s  stipend,  due  Michaelmas  1825  - - - - 

Mr.  Allen’s  extra  allowance  for  free  boys  ------ 

Mr.  William  Hewings,  a year’s  salary,  for  instructing  30  boys,  due  same  time 

D“ for  10  extra  boys  - --  --  --  - 

D"  - - - for  pens,  ink,  paper  and  firing  ------ 

D“  - - - a year’s  salary  for  girls  evening  school  - - - - 

Maria  Clarke,  a year’s  salary,  due  same  time,  for  the  reading  school  - 
Thomas  Moore,  for  instructing  Sunday  school  children,  as  by  order  of  the 
key-keepers  - --  --  --  --  -- 

A year’s  assessed  taxes  for  the  school-house,  due  6th  April  1845 
Supplemental  charge  for  d“  - 

A year’s  assessed  taxes  for  Mr.  Hewing’s  house,  due  6th  April  1825  - 
Supplemental  charge  for  d°  - --  --  --  -- 

Poor  rates  for  the  school-house  - --  --  --  - 

D°  - - - for  the  writing-school  -------- 

D®  — - for  late  Stubbs  or  Iletts  ------- 

A year’s  land-tax  for  d°,  due  5th  April  1825- 
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20  - 

- 12  - 

- 7 - 

50  - - 

45  - - 

30  - - 

20  - - 

5 - - 
26  - - 

7 7 - 

7 10  - 
11  13  - 
22- 

3 9 

- 8 6 

210  - 
1 6 8 

1 8 4 

- 12 
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To  the  churchwardens  for  the  poor,  due  Midsummer  1824  _ - - 

A year’s  insurance  - --  --  --  --  - 

To  John  Moore,  for  printing  hand-bills  ------- 

Anthony  Manning,  for  ringing  the  bell  ------- 

Bailiff’s  salary  - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mr.  Baker’s  expenses  in  journey  to  Swannage,  to  view  the  estate  and  receive 
the  rents  ------------ 

Paid  John  Pushman  for  assisting  - --  --  --  - 

Stamps  and  postages  - --  --  --  --  - 

Gave  the  servants,  as  usual  - --  --  --  -- 

Allowed  Mr.  Cannicott  further  towards  the  expense  of  draining  land,  rented 
by  him  as  by  agreement  - 

Repairs  of  the  school-house: 

Paid  John  Burt,  for  hamstone  ----- 
- Mr.  Edward  Baker,  for  hair  - - - - 


Repairs  of  conduits : 
Paid  S.  Cluck,  as  per  bill 


Repairs  of  Highways,  &c. ; 

Paid  for  weeding  the  causeways  _ - - - - 

- Benjamin  Hunt,  as  per  bill  - 

- D“ for  sweeping  the  church  lane  - 

- John  Stone,  for  work  in  West-street  - - - 

- William  Stuckey,  as  per  bill  - - - - 

For  buildings  in  the  play-ground  and  other  work  there, 
and  a stable,  ik,c.  adjoining,  for  Mr.  Allen’s  use. : 

Paid  Stuckey,  &c.  the  residue  for  their  work,  as  per  estimate 

- Stuckey  and  Armstrong,  as  per  bill  - - - - 

- Charles  Munden,  as  per  bill  - - _ - - 

- John  Burt,  d*  - --  --  -- 

- S.  Cluck.  d“  -------- 

- Mr.  J.  Slatter,  d°  - --  --  -- 


£. 

s. 

d. 

1 

1 1 

3 

1 

13 

4 

2 

10 

2 

12 

- 

— 

10 

6 

1 

7 

6 

9 

5 

1 1 

56 

19 

59 

12 

- 

49 

8 

8 

4 

5 

3 

7 

18 

7 

1 1 

6 

9 

£. 

3 - 

4 1 

- 6 

111 

6 - 

5 8 

- 10 

- 9 


15  - - 


3 4 7 


16  511 
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The  master’s  constant  salary  is  50/.  a year,  and  has  been  so  for  many  years 
past,  but  that  amount  is  considered  as  subject  to  any  variation  the  trustees 
may  choose  to  make  at  their  annual  meeting.  To  which  remuneration,  about 
20  years  ago,  there  was  an  addition  made  on  the  following  principle  ; to  wit, 
10/.  for  every  boy  on  the  foundation  up  to  the  number  of  five,  so  that,  supposing 
five  boys  to  be  at  the  school,  the  salary  of  the  master  would  have  been  100/. 
a year.  That  arrangement  has  been  subsequently  changed  for  a new  scale  ; viz. 
51.  for  every  boy  up  to  10,  instead  of  10/.  for  every  boy  up  to  five.  The 
trustees  pay  the  rent  and  taxes,  and  repairs  of  the  house ; they  also  supply  the 
desks,  tables  and  furniture  of  the  school ; but  the  boys  are  at  the  expense  of 
their  books,  implements  and  stationery,  the  master  providing  them  and  making 
his  charge. 

For  these  allowances  and  advantages,  the  master  is  expected  to  instruct  in  the 
classics,  and  in  writing,  arithmetic  and  English  reading,  any  number  of  boys 
whom  the  majority  of  three  of  the  trustees  on  whom  the  more  active  depart- 
ment falls,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  under  the  denomination  of  key-keepers,  may 
send  to  the  school  for  the  year  ensuing ; and  the  master  is  not  to  take  any  per- 
quisite from  the  parents  or  friends  of  any  free  boys,  nor  to  receive  any  free  boy 
without  his  having  been  so  appointed  in  writing  by  the  majority  of  the  key- 
keepers. 

These  key-keepers  are  also  invested  with  power  to  order  the  repairs  to  be 
done  as  they  deem  necessary,  and  with  a general  authority  of  superintendence. 

The  master  has  at  present  nine  free  boys,  which  makes  his  extra  remunera- 
tion 45/.  agreeably  to  the  scale  above  mentioned.  He  has  about  40  private 
pupils,  who  board  in  his  house ; his  liberty  of  taking  which  description  of  boys 
is  only  restricted  by  his  want  of  accommodation.  The  person  appointed  to  the 
mastership  of  the  school  has  always  been  in  holy  orders,  in  conformity  with  the 
directions  of  the  original  grant,  that  the  boys  should  be  brought  up  in  all  godly 
knowledge  j and  it  is  stated,  that  the  present  master,  the  Rev.  John  Allen,  is 

® attentive 
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attentive  to  the  more  serious  branch  of  instruction,  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
founder. 

The  school-room  is  about  30  feet  by  16,  and  accommodates  the  present 
number  of  boys  with  convenience.  The  dwelling-house,  though  old,  is  con- 
venient. 

It  appears  by  a minute,  dated  7th  July  1824,  that  William  Hanning,  esquire, 
one  of  the  trustees,  has  purchased  some  premises  near  the  church-yard,  con- 
sisting of  two  acres  of  land,  with  three  houses  now  standing  upon  it,  and  pur- 
poses to  endow  the  school  with  the  same.  The  school  is  already  in  possession  of 
the  field,  which  is  used  as  a play-ground. 

This  property,  together  with  some  other  property,  partly  in  possession  and 
partly  in  reversion,  Mr.  Hanning  authorizes  us  to  state  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  add  to  the  other  endowment,  to  enable  the  trustees  to  found  four  exhi- 
bitions for  the  scholars  of  this  school,  at  one  or  other  of  the  Universities. 

The  trustees,  by  their  provisions  and  arrangements  for  the  school,  vdiich 
they  have  always  considered  as  the  primary  object  to  be  attended  to,  have 
considered  themselves  as  having  satisfied  the  intention  of  the  founders  in  that 
respect;  and  having  a residue  in  their  hands,  more  than  was  necessary  for 
keeping  up  in  proper  repair  the  highways,  bridges  and  conduits,  which  they 
have  regarded  as  the  secondary  objects  in  the  founder’s  view,  have  thought 
themselves  warranted,  out  of  the  still  remaining  surplus,  in  setting  up  other 
auxiliary  establishments  for  education  in  the  parish,  as  being  an  application  most 
agreeable  to  the  general  spirit  and  purposes  of  the  donation. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  they  have  established  another  school  in  the 
place,  wherein  the  instruction  is  confined  to  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic; 
the  master,  and  also  the  scholars,  being  therein  appointed  as  in  the  other  schools. 
His  constant  salary  is  30/.,  subject  also  to  be  varied  by  the  trustees  at  every 
annual  meeting ; and  for  every  free  boy  beyond 30,  he  is  allowed  2/.  per  annum, 
up  to  the  number  of  ten.  He  has  at  present  40,  making  his  salary  50/.  He 
occupies  a house,  found  for  him  by  the  trustees,  free  of  rent  and  taxes ; 5 /.  is 
also  allowed  him,  for  pens,  ink,  paper  and  firing,  for  the  boys.  The  school  is 
conducted  partly  on  the  national  plan  ; and  the  boys  are  exercised  principally 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  in  books  of  religious  instruction.  The  school  furniture, 
such  as  tables,  desks  and  chairs,  are  found  by  the  trustees,  but  not  the  house 
' furniture. 

Poor  female  children  of  the  town,  to  the  number  of  40,  come  three  evenings 
in  the  week  to  the  last  mentioned  school,  from  six  to  eight,  to  receive  instruction 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  for  which  the  master  receives  20/.  per  annum, 
j out  of  which  he  is  expected  to  provide  firing,  pens,  ink  and  paper. 

' The  school  last  above  mentioned  has  been  in  existence  for  more  than 
a century  and  an  half. 

There  is  also  a third  school  in  the  place,  conducted  by  a female,  who  has 
seven  guineas  a year,  for  teaching  such  poor  children  to  read,  as  the  key- 
I keepers  may  think  fit  to  send  to  the  school.  It  is  intended  for  very  small 
children  of  both  sexes,  and  has  been  established  for  upwards  of  a century. 

The  key-keepers  are  empowered  annually  to  apply  15/.  in  support  of  two 
Sunday  schools  in  the  place,  one  belonging  to  the  church,  and  the  other  to 
, a dissenting  congregation. 

In  the  years  in  which  the  fines  have  been  received,  the  excess  of  income, 
beyond  what  was  demanded  for  the  several  school  establishments  above  men- 
tioned, has  been  employed  in  the  reparation  of  the  highways,  pavements, 

! bridges  and  conduits,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  original  grant. 

The  treasurer  keeps  a debtor  and  creditor  account  with  this  charity,  which 
is  regularly  entered  in  the  book,  and  annually  audited;  wdiich  book  is  usually 
kept  in  a cupboard,  together  with  the  other  records  of  the  school,  with  three 
locks  and  three  keys,  and  which  three  keys  are  annually  committed  to  the 
three  trustees,  called  key-keepers.  At  the  audit  which  took  place  in  the  pre- 
sent month  (October  1825),  the  balance  was  against  the  charity  12/.  17--'^.  l^^/., 
there  having  been  very  considerable  sums  laid  out  in  the  improvement  of  the 
house  and  school  premises,  for  the  convenience  of  the  master  and  the  boys. 
In  the  accounts  from  October  1816  to  October  1817»  there  was  a balance  in 
favour  of  the  charity  of  47/-  19-5.  11c/.;  but  in  all  the  succeeding  years,  down 
to  the  last  audited  account  inclusively,  the  balance  has  been  in  favour  of  the 
treasurer.  In  the  year  ending  October  1818,  the  balance  was  against  the 
Rep.  15.  U u 3 charity. 
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charity,  75/.  Us.  l\d.  ; in  1819,  19/.  \\d.y  in  1820,  71/.  10^.  8|r/. ; in 

1821,  12/.  I9s.  Old.;  in  1822,  51.  5s.  l|t/.;  in  1823,  73/.  4.5.  6d. ; in  1824., 
25/.  7s.  2|-t/. ; and  in  1825,  12/.  I75.  i\d. 

There  are  only  nine  surviving  trustees,  the  majority  of  whom  are  persons 
residing  in  the  parish. 

It  should  be  added  to  the  above  statement,  that,  by  a deed,  dated  20th  Ja- 
nuary, 1st  Charles  I,  William  Owsley,  rector  of  Shepton  Beauchamp,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  established  four  exhibitions  of  5 /.  a year  each,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  four  scholars  at  the  University  of  Oxford,  who  were  to  be  sons 
of  such  as  were  or  had  been  inhabitants  within  Misterton,  Crewkerne  or 
Shepton  Beauchamp,  or  taken  out  of  the  school  there  ; but  if  four  such  scholars 
were  not  supplied  out  of  the  said  parishes  or  schools,  then  they  were  to  be 
chosen  out  of  the  town  of  Ilminster. 

[^See  the  charity  last  alluded  to,  reported  among  the  charities  of  Crewkerne 
parish.  Ninth  Report,  p.  483.] 

John  Dunsteb’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ John  Dunster,  of  London,  mercer,  gave  60/.  The  feoffees 
of  the  school  of  Ilminster  aforesaid  are  to  pay  out  of  the  school  lands  31.  yearly 
to  the  poor,  payable  at  Midsummer  in  every  year,  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Collins,  sen.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Webb  and  Mr.  Richard  Rook,  of 
London.” 

The  rent-charge  bought  with  the  60/.  given  by  John  Dunster,  is  mentioned 
and  explained  in  the  Free  School  charity,  of  which  an  account  is  above  given. 
It  is  distributed  among  the  poor  not  receiving  parochial  relief. 

John  Chick’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ John  Chick  gave  100  /.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Ilminster ; 
and  the  lands  of  Dumpole,  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  5/.  yearly  in  respect 
thereof,  to  be  paid  a week  before  Christmas,  in  every  year,  to  the  poor  afore- 
said, by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Webb,  Mr.  William  Dunster,  the  heirs  of  Mr.  William 
Standerwick,  late  of  Winterhay,  deceased.” 

Richard  Thomas  Combe,  esquire,  the  owner  of  the  estate  at  Dumpole,  has 
regularly  paid  5/.  a year,  as  issuing  thereout,  in  virtue  of  the  above  devise. 
The  money  is  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  poor  not  receiving 
parochial  relief. 

Henry  Combe’s  Gift. 

Church  Table. — “ Henry  Combe,  esquire,  is  to  pay  yearly  205.  to  the  church- 
wardens of  Ilminster,  three  days  before  Christmas,  out  of  his  estate  in  Hillcombe 
tithing,  for  the  use  of  the  poor.” 

Date  of  table  1743. 

Another  sum  of  1 /.  is  annually  received  from  R.  T.  Combe,  esquire,  in 
respect  of  the  above  gift,  by  Mr.  Henry  Combe,  wherewith  the  estate  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Combe,  or  some  part  thereof,  is  said  to  be  charged 
therewith. 

This  has  also  the  same  application  as  the  foregoing  gift. 

Anthony  Miller’s  Gift. 

Church  Table. — “ Anthony  Miller  gave  205.  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  White- 
innols  Mead,  by  George  Speke,  esquire,  to  the  poor  of  Ilminster.” 

The  205.  so  left  by  Athony  Miller,  as  a charge  upon  Whiteinnols  Mead,  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  regularly  paid  by  the  proprietor  of  the  premises  so 
charged,  and  is  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  foregoing  charity. 

William  Pitts’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Mr.  JVilliam  Pitts,  of  London,  gave  50/.  for  which  his 
brother,  Humphrey  Pitts,  having  the  money  in  his  hands,  to  pay  yearly  to  the 
poor  of  Ilminster,  3 /.  at  or  near  Whitsuntide.” 

This  money  appears  to  have  come  into  the  hands  of  the  parish,  and  is  an- 
swered by  the  payment  of  51.  out  of  the  parish  rates  to  the  second  poor.  The 
50/.  is  said  to  have  been  laid  out  upon  the  poor-house. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Couch’s  Gift. 

There  are  two  constables  chosen  every  year,  to  each  of  whom  a sum  of  51. 
is  handed  over  by  his  predecessor,  and  the  tradition  is,  tliat  it  came  originally 
from  a Mr.  Couch,  but  nothing  further  is  known  respecting  it.  The  constables 
give  their  note  of  hand  for  it. 

PARISH  OF  ILTON. 

Whetstone’s  Almhouse. 

John  Whetstone,  late  of  Rodden,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  by  his  will,  dated 
20th  January,  12  James  1st,  gave  1,000/.  to  be  bestowed  upon  an  almshouse  in 
Ikon  Green,  in  the  parish  of  Ikon,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  where  his  mother 
was  born,  to  be  employed  wholly  for  the  benefit,  relief,  sustentation,  and 
maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Ikon. 

Pro(;eedings  were  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  behalf  of  the  parish, 
for  establishing  the  will,  and  carrying  its  provisions  into  full  effect ; and  in  conse- 
quence of  divers  orders,  references,  and  decrees  for  settling  the  said  charity,  the 
monies  so  devised  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  two  fee-farm  rents,  the  first 
being  35/.  17^.  l^^d.  charged  on  the  manor  of  Tintinhall,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  and  the  other  28/.  25.  charged  on  the  manor  of  Seavinghampton 
alias  Sevington  Vaux,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  making  together  the  sum  of 
63/.  195.  These  two  fee-farm  rents  have  been  regularly  paid  for  a long 

course  of  years  by  the  proprietors  of  the  manors,  or  their  agents,  to  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  almshouse. 

The  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  said  almshouse  are  recorded 
in  a book  called  the  New  Ledger  of  Whetstone  Almshouse,  1803,  introduced 
Muth  the  following  heading:  — 

“ Januarv  1st,  1803. 

^ ^ 

“ To  prevent,  in  some  measure,  the  obscurity  which  increases  by  the  lapse 

of  time,  and  to  remedy  in  some  degree  the  mischief  which  has  grown  out  of 
irregular  proceedings  for  many  years,  I am  induced  to  give  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  charity  known  by  the  name  of  Whetstone’s  Almshouse,  within 
the  parish  of  Ikon,  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

“ W.  Palmer,  vicar  of  the  said  parish.” 

This  document,  after  reciting  what  is  above  set  forth,  proceeds  to  state,  that 
certain  rules  and  regulations  were  decreed,  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  judges 
on  the  western  circuit,  in  the  year  1630;  and  that  Baron  Denham,  one  of  the 
said  judges,  issued  a warrant  on  the  21st  June  of  the  same  year,  requiring  Sir 
John  Windham,  lord  of  the  manor,  and  all  others  who  were  interested,  to  be  at 
his  lodgings  at  Taunton  during  the  ensuing  assizes,  when  the  said  rules  and  con- 
stitutions, with  some  additions  from  the  baron,  which  chiefly  gave  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor  the  perpetual  right  and  nomination  to  the  said  tenement,  were 

agreed  to  by  all  parties,  ratified  by  the  baron,  and  finally  decreed  on  3d 

December  1631. 

By  what  is  further  set  forth  in  the  said  document,  it  appears,  that  by  those 
rules  it  was  settled,  that  the  householders  of  Ikon  should  choose  two  of  the 
better  sort  of  the  people  to  superintend  the  building,  which  was  to  consist  of 
nine  dwellings,  and  one  chapel  for  divine  service,  to  be  performed  every  morning 
and  evening  ; that  nine  several  ahnsfolks  or  families  (but  no  family  to  exceed 
three  persons)  should  be  placed  in  the  said  building  ; that  one  of  the  ahnsfolks 
should  be  such  (if  it  might  be),  well  able  to  read  prayers  evening  and  morning 
to  the  fellows  there.  Secondly,  that  the  house  should  be  for  ever  called, 

“ Whetstone’s  Almshouse and  that  the  room  nearest  the  east  should  be 

called  the  first,  the  next  the  second,  and  so  on  in  succession  ; that  the  poor,  if 
there  were  enough  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  regulations,  in  Ikon,  were  to 
be  supplied  within  the  said  parish,  otherwise  from  some  neighbouring  parish 
much  oppressed  with  poor,  within  the  hundreds  of  Abdick  and  Bulstone ; that 
the  poor  so  to  be  received,  must  be  such  as  were  unable  to  maintain  themselves, 
from  age  or  bodily  infirmity  ; that  no  person  of  bad  character  should  be  ad- 
mitted ; that  if  a husband  and  wife  both  stood  in  need  of  relief,  or  a father  or 
mother  and  one  child  under  seven  years  of  age,  they  might  be  placed  as  one 
person  ; but  no  more  than  one  person  beside  should  be  in  one  dwelling,  nor 

Rep.  15.  ,U  u 4 they 
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llion.  they  to  have  more  relief  than  as  one  person,  except  great  need  should  be,  nor 

, should  such  child  continue  after  the  death  of  the  parent. 

'\lmshouse^  That  eight  of  the  most  able,  honest  and  discreet  men,  householders  dwelling 
\-ontiinied.’  in  the  said  parish,  should  be  chosen  by  the  greater  number  of  the  parishioners, 

' who  were  householders,  and  presented  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  to  the  two 

next  justices  of  the  peace  to  llton,  or  to  any  two  of  them,  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
said  lord  and  justices,  and  should  be  constituted  and  called  the  Overseers  of  Whet- 
stone’s Almshouse,  who  should,  together  with  the  vicar  of  llton,  be  collectors 
and  visitors  of  the  poor  people  within  the  almshouse;  and  they  or  the  majority 
of  them,  witli  the  consent  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  two  justices,  or 
the  majority  of  them,  should  have  power  to  place  the  poor  people  in  the  said 
house,  and  to  remove  them,  or  withhold  the  pay  from  any  person  who  should  be 
disorderly,  misbehave,  or  should  neglect  the  church  or  sacrament,  or  should  be 
guilty  of  lying,  drunkenness,  or  theft ; and  the  same  power  was  to  elect  a new 
overseer  upon  the  death  of  either  of  the  eight ; that  each  person  should  receive 
every  Saturday  morning  2 s.  5 d.  from  two  of  the  said  overseers,  who  should  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  out  of  the  I'ent  of  64/.;  and  that  the  said  overseers, 
or  any  two,  by  the  allowance  of  the  rest,  might  receive  the  revenues  of  the 
said  charity,  wlio  should  bring  their  accounts  before  the  lord  of  the  manor,  or 
two  justices,  or  the  majority  (to  be  first  perused  and  allowed  by  the  vicar  and 
majority  of  overseers),  within  one  month  of  Easter,  every  year,  such  account  to  be 
written  in  a book,  to  be  called  “ The  Book  for  the  Accounts  of  the  said  Alms- 
people;”  that  proper  seats  should  be  provided  for  the  almsfolks  in  the  church ; and 
such  as  were  absent  without  good  cause  were  to  forfeit  their  pay  for  the  next 
w'eek,  which  was  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  other  folk,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  minister  and  churchwardens;  that  those  who  having  been  therein  admonished 
by  ihe  churchwardens,  should  persist  in  not  attending  divine  service  or  the 
sacrament,  should  be  removed  from  the  house ; that  six  of  the  most  substantial 
inhabitants  of  llton,  and  some  three  or  four  knights  who  should  live  near  llton, 
should  be  grantees  of  the  rents ; and  when  two  or  three  of  the  said  grantees 
should  die,  the  remainder  should  grant  over  the  said  rents  to  others,  in  trust  for 
the  said  poor  ; that  all  transactions  should  be  recorded  in  a ledger,  to  be  kept 
in  the  chest,  or  by  the  vicar;  that  the  overseers  with  four  justices  within  the 
division,  or  any  three  of  the  said  justices,  might  make  any  fresh  regulations, 
provided  they  were  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  realm. 

The  almshouse  is  a stone  building  on  llton  Green,  in  llton  parish,  consisting 
of  nine  several  dwellings,  each  dwelling  having  two  apartments,  a sitting  and 
a sleeping  room.  There  are  nine  poor  people  of  the  parish,  men  and  w'omen, 
respectively,  inhabiting  these  dwellings,  put  in  by  the  minister  and  overseers  of 
the  almshouse. 

The  trustees  under  the  last  deed,  dated  13th  August  1799,  are  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  Henry  Tripp,  esquire,  William  Hanning,  esquire,  Richard  Thomas 
Combe,  esquire,  and  Robert  Hooper  Scott,  esquire. 

Each  person  has  2s.  5d.  -dL  week,  and  to  each  is  allotted  a small  garden. 
One  of  the  number,  called  the  reader,  reads  prayers  on  a Sunday,  for  which  he 
receives  a contribution  o^\d.  each. 

There  are  no  more  than  three  persons  in  one  dwelling,  and  they  are  all  of  the 
parish  orilton.  When  there  is  a necessity  for  making  a reserve  for  repairs,  the 
vacancies  are  not  filed  up  till  they  are  completed. 


PARISH  OF  STAPLE  FITZPAINE. 

Almshouse  founded  by  Sir  William  Portman,  Bart. 

Staple  ritzpaine.  By  a deed  poll  executed  by  Sir  William  Portman,  of  Orchard,  in  the 
— * county  of  Somerset,  baronet,  dated  10th  July  1643,  reciting,  that  the  said  Sir 
founTe^ by^Sir  William  Poi’tman  had  erected  an  almshouse  for  six  poor  people  thereafter 
■SVilliam  Portman,  to  dwell  in,  and  to  be  elected  and  governed  as  the  said  Sir  William  Portman 
Bart.  had,  by  certain  articles  and  rules  in  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  declared 

and  appointed  ; and  that  the  said  Sir  William  Portman,  for  the  better  relief  of 
the  said  poor  people,  from  time  to  time  to  be  placed  in  the  said  almshouse, 
and  for  repairing  and  maintaining  the  same,  had  proposed  to  grant  an 
annuity  as  thereinafter  mentioned  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  he  the  said  Sir  jniUam 
Portman  did  thereby  grant  unto  . John  Coventry,  and  eleven  other  persons 

therein 
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therein  mentioned,  and  their  heirs,  an  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  40/.  per  annum, 
to  be  payable  out  of  the  manors  of  Staple  and  Bickenhall,  in  the  said  county, 
and  the  lands  and  tenements  thereunto  belonging,  except  such  part  as  the  said 
almshouse  should  stand  upon,  and  was  then  inclosed  for  gardens  for  the  same, 
containing  in  the  w hole,  by  estimation,  half  an  acre,  to  be  paid  as  therein  men- 
tioned ; to  hold  the  same  annuity  to  the  said  trustees  therein  named,  as  afore- 
said, w ith  power  of  entry  and  distress  for  enforcing  payment  thereof. 

By  the  articles,  rules  and  orders  above  referred  to,  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  said  Sir  William  Portman,  and  dated  the  10th  July  1643  ; it  W'as  pro- 
vided and  ordered,  that  the  said  almshouse,  consisting  of  eight  rooms,  viz. ; one 
kitchen,  another  room  to  be  used  as  a chapel  for  the  said  poor  people,  and  six 
other  rooms  for  lodgings  for  them,  a curtilage  before  the  said  house,  and 
a parcel  of  ground  near  the  said  house,  consisting  of  six  several  garden  plots, 
then  tlivided  and  set  forth  for  each  poor  person,  should  be  an  hospital  founded 
and  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Poor  of  the  Hospital  of  Sir  William  Port- 
man,  to  have  continuance  for  ever ; also,  that  the  said  six  people  should  from 
time  to  time  be  elected  and  nominated  by  his  heirs,  owners  of  his  house  at 
Orchard,  aforesaid,  and  in  their  default  or  neglect  in  so  doing  for  the  space  of 
two  months  after  any  vacancy,  that  the  minister  or  vicar  and  churchwardens,  or 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Staple,  in  the  said  county,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  for  the  time  being,  should  elect  and  nominate  from  time  to  time 
such  poor  persons  to  make  up  the  number  of  six  ; which  six  persons  should 
be  poor,  blind,  impotent,  or  needy  persons,  aged  60  years  at  the  least,  of  good 
fnne  and  report,  and  who  had  been  before  labourers  in  husbandry,  or  some 
manual  occupation,  and  born  within  the  several  parishes  of  Orchard,  Staple, 
Thurlbear,  and  Bickenhall,  in  the  said  county,  or  who  had  dwelt  therein  for 
seven  years  next  before  ; and  for  want  of  proper  persons  to  be  found  in  the  said 
parishes,  the  number  should  be  made  out  of  other  parishes,  at  the  discretion  of 
i his  heirs  as  aforesaid. 

That  one  of  the  discreetest  of  the  said  persons,  who  could  read  English, 
should  be  president,  and  should  have  the  upper  chamber  at  the  south  end  of 
the  house,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid. 

That  the  annuity  of  40/.  should  be  paid  to  them  weekly  by  equal  portions, 
viz. ; to  the  president  or  reader  Q.s.  ^d.  per  w’eek,  and  to  each  of  the  residue  of 
I the  said  poor  people  9,s.  per  week. 

I That  there  should  be  delivered  to  such  president  or  reader  one  blue  cloth 
; gown,  of  the  price  of  7 s.  per  yard,  and  lining  of  yellow  baize,  of  the  price  of 
I eight  groats  per  yard ; and  to  the  other  five  poor  people  a gown  of  the  like 
I coloured  cloth,  of  the  price  of  s.  per  yard,  and  lining  of  yellow  baize,  of  the 
price  of  eight  groats  per  yard,  for  each  of  the  gowns  to  be  made  for  them,  and 
to  be  delivered  once  in  every  tw’o  years,  at  Christmas ; and  if  any  of  the  said 
! poor  people,  for  the  causes  aforesaid  should  be  removed  by  the  trustees,  or  should 
die,  he  or  she  should  leave  his  or  her  gown  to  his  or  her  successor ; that  all  the 
overplus  of  the  said  annuity,  being  audited  once  every  year  at  Michaelmas, 

! should  be  employed  about  the  repairs  of  the  hospital,  and  for  the  better  relief 
of  the  said  poor  people  in  time  of  sickness  or  other  visitation,  as  to  his  heirs 
should  seem  meet. 

i That  a register  book  should  be  kept  in  the  church  of  Staple,  by  the  minister 
or  curate,  of  the  names  of  the  six  })oor  people  in  the  hospital,  and  of  the  day 
and  year  of  their  admission  and  removal  by  death  or  otherwise,  and  that  the 
registrar  should  have  for  such  his  labour,  every  year  10^.  at  Christmas. 

The  articles  lastly  provided,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to 
three,  they  should  nominate  other  feoffees  and  grantees,  to  the  number  of  ten, 
to  whom  the  said  annuity  was  to  be  conveyed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  trustees  have  ever  been  renewed,  but  the  go- 
vernment and  management  of  the  almshouse  has  been  always  in  the  hands  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Portman  family,  who  have  exercised  the  power  and 
authority  thereby  conferred  by  the  rules  and  orders. 

The  annuity  of  40/.  has  been  regularly  paid  by  the  steward  of  the  Portman 
family,  who  has  distributed  it  among  the  poor  people  in  the  proportions  specified 
in  the  rules  and  orders. 

The  almshouse  is  a stone  building,  in  the  parish  of  Staple,  containing  six 
dwellings  for  six  poor  persons,  with  a chapel  and  a kitchen  ; which  dwellings  are 
always  occupied  by  the  persons  described  in  the  rules  and  orders,  except  when 
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it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  back  any  part  of  the  annuity  for  the  necessary 
expenditure  on  the  repairs,  upon  which  occasion,  if  there  has  been  a vacancy  of 
the  almspeople,  such  vacancy  has  not  been  filled  up  until  there  has  been  a suffi- 
cient accumulation  to  satisfy  the  expense  of  such  repairs;  but  as  soon  as  provision 
has  been  made  for  that  object  the  vacancy  has  been  filled.  The  distribution  of 
the  money,  as  also  the  sums  so  expended  in  repairs,  have  been  regularly  brought 
to  account. 

Each  person  has  his  gown  every  two  years,  as  directed  by  the  rules.  They 
provide  their  own  furniture,  except  that  there  is  a bedstead  and  a few  other 
articles,  which  each  person  finds  in  his  room,  and  is  permitted  to  use. 

The  president  or  reader  has  9,s.  4c?.  per  week  paid  him,  as  directed  by  the 
orders.  There  is  also  a place  allotted  for  the  almspeople  in  the  church  of  the 
parish,  to  which  they  go  on  Sunday. 


Stocklinch  Mag- 
dalen. 

Charities  of 
Mary  Jefferys  and 
John  Hillier. 


PARISH  OF  STOCKLINCH  MAGDALEN. 

Ch.\rities  of  Mary  Jefferys  h John  Hillier. 

[See  these  charities  reported  among  the  charities  in  the  parish  of  Stocklinch 
Ottersey,  next  mentioned.] 


PARISH  OF  STOCKLINCH  OTTERSEY. 


Stocklinch  Ot- 
tersey. 

Mary  .lefferys 
Charity. 


Nicholas  Jefferys 
Charity. 


John  Ilellier’s 
Charity. 


Mart  Jefferys  Charity. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  in  the  church  of  this  parish,  the  following  cha- 
rities are  inscribed  ; — 

“ Mary  Je^erys,  by  her  will,  dated  1777»  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of 
Stocklinch  Ottersey  and  Stocklinch  Magdalen,  205.  to  be  distributed  annually, 
charged  on  lands  at  Hamp,  in  the  parish  of  Bridgewater.  The  same  lands  she 
also  charged  with  the  repairs  of  the  vault  in  this  church,  for  ever.” 

The  estate  so  charged  is  the  property  of  Jeffery  Allen,  esquire,  of  Bridge- 
water,  by  whom  or  whose  order  a quantity  of  wheat  is  distributed  among  the 
poor,  more  than  equivalent  to  the  said  rent-charge.  It  is  given  to  the  poor 
without  any  distinction  between  those  upon  parish  pay  and  those  who  are 
not,  but  with  a due  regard  to  their  wants  and  deserts. 

Nicholas  Jefferys  Charity. 

Nicholas  Jefferys,  by  his  will,  dated  17^^7»  gave  to  the  rector  of  Stocklinch 
Ottersey,  105.  a-year,  for  preaching  a charity  sermon  annually  in  this  church. 

Also  105.  a-year  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  parish,  for  keeping  clean  the  family 
vault  there. 

Both  these  sums  are  charged  on  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Bradon  and  Isle 
Brewers. 

Tlie  lands  so  charged  belong  to  William  Pyne,  esquire,  who  regularly  pays 
the  annual  sum  of  205.  viz. ; 105.  to  the  minister,  and  105.  to  the  clerk. 

John  Hellier’s  Charity. 

John  Hellier  gave,  by  his  will,  20s.  a-year  to  the  poor  of  Stocklinch  Ottersey, 
and  the  like  sum  to  the  poor  of  Stocklinch  Magdalen,  charged  on  lands  held  by 
him  upon  a lease  for  lives,  under  Jeffery  Alien,  esquire. 

These  rent -charges  of  205.  each  are  regularly  paid  to  the  ministers  of  the 
respective  parishes,  and  distributed  by  them  among  the  second  poor. 


HUNDRED  OF  ANDERSFIELD.  . 

PARISH  OF  BROOMFIELD. 

Jeffery  Towil’s  Charity. 

Broomfield.  Church  Table. — “ Jeffery  Toxdl,  gentleman,  gave  unto  the  poor  of  this  parish 

51.  45.  to  be  yearly  paid  out  of  the  rectory  for  ever,  to  be  laid  out  weekly  in 

Jeffery  Towil’s  12  two-peuny  loaves,  to  be  iriven  to  12  poor  people  by  the  minister  or  church- 
(.  hamy.  wardens,  as  should  duly  keep  their  church  ; also  gave  unto  the  poor  stock 
20/.  with  the  interest  thereof,  to  be  yearly  distributed  for  ever.” 

The  testator  died  in  1082. 


This 


I 
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I Tills  51.  4 s.  has  been  regularly  paid  by  the  successive  proprietors  of  the  great 
I tithes  to  the  churchwardens,  who  have  laid  out  the  same  in  twopenny  loaves,  and 
I distributed  them  among  poor  people,  each  having  one,  the  bounty  being 

' confined  to  those  who  have  attended  divine  service  during  that  day. 

I The  20/.  has  been  lent  out  upon  private  security,  and  is  still  so  invested  ; SOs. 

I being  5 per  cent  for  the  same,  is  annually  distributed,  with  other  funds,  in  small 
' sums  to  the  poor. 

Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte’s  Charity. 
j Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte,  by  his  will,  dated  6th  August  1776,  gave  to  the 
poor  of  this  parish  the  sum  of  100/.,  to  be  paid,  with  lawful  interest,  at  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  as  his  trustees,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  think 
proper. 

This  100/.  was  laid  out  in  the  funds,  in  the  names  of  Andrew  Crosse,  and 
John  Ryall  Mayo,  under  whose  directions  the  dividends  are  distributed  among 
the  second  poor. 

John  Jeanes’s  Charity. 

John  Jeants,  of  the  parish  of  Broomfield,  by  his  will,  dated  8th  May  1790,  gave 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Broomfieid,  the  sum  of  100/.,  to  be  placed  out  at  inte- 
rest from  time  to  time  by  his  two  daughters,  or  one  of  them,  the  interest  to  be 
laid  out  yearly  in  the  purchase  of  implements  of  husbandry,  such  implements 
to  be  distributed  on  every  2d  day  of  April,  among  such  of  the  poor  people  of 
Broomfield  as  were  honest  and  industrious,  and  by  such  person  or  persons  as  his 
I two  daughters  should  think  proper  to  appoint  for  that  purpose  ; and  in  case  any 
person  or  persons  were  ever  known  to  sell  or  pawn  them,  he  or  they  should  be 
excluded  the  gift  in  future. 

The  persons  who  by  the  will  have  the  power  of  appointment,  have  invested 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons,  the  rector  of  Goathurst,  with  the  distribution,  who  be- 
stows the  bounty  according  to  the  will. 

This  100/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  111/.  l5.  lid.  5 per  cent  stock, 
which  by  the  late  Act  was  transferred  into  the  new  fours,  making  Il6/.  13  5.  in 
i that  stock.  The  purchase  was  made  in  the  name  of  Mary  Godden,  wife  of  Wynd- 
I ham  Godden,  esquire,  of  Bath,  and  one  of  the  testator’s  daughters,  by  whose 
desire  the  interest  is  regularly  expended  in  implements  of  husbandry  for  the 
poor  people  of  Broomfield,  under  the  directions  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Parsons, 

: rector  of  Goathurst,  the-adjoining  parish. 

Bread  Charity  of  25  /. 

j We  could  collect  no  further  information  respecting  the  origin  of  this  charity, 
than  that  Mr.  Thomas  Mullins,  an  attorney  at  law,  at  Goathurst,  acknowledges 
himself  to  have  in  his  hands  a sum  of  25/.  for  which  he  pays  the  churchwardens 
of  Broomfield  an  annual  interest  of  1/.  25.  6d.  j he  further  states,  that  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  in  1811,  he  found  that  he  had  had  this  money  in  his  hands, 
paying  the  same  interest  as  above  mentioned.  He  believes,  that  his  said 
father  had  had  it  for  many  years ; and  that  it  was  a bequest  of  a Miss  Betty 
Jeane,  of  North  Petherton,  which  is  the  only  explanation  it  is  in  his  power  to 
give  ; but  he  is  ready  to  pay  the  principal  whenever  it  is  required  by  the  church- 
wardens. The  churchwardens  lay  out  the  income  of  this  charity  in  bread, 
which  they  distribute  about  the  beginning  of  January,  among  the  poor  of  the 
parish. 

Mary  Escott’s  Charity. 

The  account  of  the  Goathurst  charities,  in  their  proper  place,  will  exhibit 
the  donation  by  Mrs.  Mary  Escott,  for  the  benefit  of  lying-in  women  in  this 
parish. 

The  110/.  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  H.  Parsons,  rector  of  Goathurst, 
at  5 per  cent  interest,  who  applies  it  in  this  parish  the  same  way  as  the  Goat- 
hurst part  of  Mrs.  Escott’s  bounty. 

The  same  Mrs.  Mary  Escott  also  left  80/.  stock,  navy  5 per  cents,  (now  84/. 
in  the  new  fours),  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  by  her  will,  dated  December  26th, 
1809,  in  the  following  terms : — 

“ And  whereas,  in  compliance  with  the  charitable  intention  of  my  late  sister, 

I have  lately  invested  the  sum  of  80/.  stock  in  the  navy  5 per  cent  annuities,  in 
the  name  of  my  said  niece  Elizabeth  Coney ; now,  I hereby  declare,  that  I 
have  so  invested  the  same,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Coney,  her  execu- 
tors and  administrators  do,  and  shall  yearlv  and  every  vear  apply  the  diyidends 
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or  interest  arising  from  the  same  stock,  in  charity,  to  and  amongst  such  of  the 
])oor  inhabitants  of  Broomfield  aforesaid,  as  she  or  they  may  think  proper.” 

The  dividends  of  this  stock  are  distributed  by  the  said  Rev.  H.  Parsons, 
under  the  directions  of  Mrs.  Coney,  among  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of 
Broomfield. 


PARISH  OF  CREECH  ST.  MICHAEL. 

Ann  Se Acer’s  Charity. 

Creech  St.  Michael.  by  her  will,  dated  7th  November  1741,  gave  and  devised  the 

^ sum  of  40.9.  to  be  paid  yearly,  out  of  her  long  leasehold  estates,  lying  in  the 

^"cba'itv^^  ^ said  parish  of  Creech,  (except  such  as  were  thereinbefore  devised),  to  be  applied 

and  disposed  of  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  minister  of  the  parish  for  the 
time  being,  and  her  executor  thereinafter  named,  and  his  representatives,  for 
the  keeping  five  or  more  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  at  school,  to  be  taught 
to  read,  and  be  instructed  in  the  church  catechism. 

The  property  mentioned  in  the  said  will  has  come  by  purchase,  to  one  Thomas 
Dyer,  who  bought  it,  subject  to  the  charge.  The  owner  of  the  property  has 
always  paid  the  annual  sum  to  a schoolmaster  in  the  village,  and  sent  the  chil- 
dren to  be  educated  by  him. 

Another  annual  sum  of  1 /.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Day,  proprietor  of  a farm,  called 
Llongellen  Farm,  which  he  distributes  himself  among  the  second  poor.  Of  the 
origin  of  this  gift,  there  is  no  trace  whatever  in  the  possession  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  ENMORE. 

Two  Sums  of  £.A<5.  and  £.'^0. 

Enmore.  Two  sums  of  4.5  1.  and  70  /.  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Enmore,  have  arisen 

Two  S f froni  sources  equally  obscure.  With  respect  however  to  the  45/.  there  are 

and^-^o^/  entries  in  the  old  parish  books,  to  show  that  there  formerly  was  an  acre  of  land, 

belonging  to  Enmore  parish,  situate  in  afield  called  Higher  Black  Land,  in  the 
parish  of  Bridgewater,  treated  and  disposed  of  as  the  property  of  the  parishioners 
of  Enmore.  The  entries  above  alluded  to  occur  irregularly,  and  at  intervals, 
but  these  show  that  a chief  rent  of  25.  was  received  for  the  land,  then  generally 
called  Church  land,  and  annually  given  to  the  poor  with  other  charities,  till 
about  the  year  I78O.  In  that  year  tlie  land  appears  to  have  been  sold,  and  con- 
veyed by  the  parish  to  Mr.  Thomas  Bryant,  of  Bridgewater,  for  the  sum  of  45  /. 
There  is  an  acknowledgment  in  the  same  books,  of  arrears  paid  by  Mr.  Bryant, 
of  the  chief  rent,  who  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  land  when  it  was  so  sold  to 
him.  From  that  period,  the  sum  of  45  /.  so  produced,  has  been  lent  out  upon 
private  security,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crukshank,  of  Broomfield,  to 
whom  it  came  as  the  representative  of  his  late  father,  who  appears  to  have 
received  it  as  churchwarden.  Mr.  Crukshank  pays  4 per  cent  for  it,  as  was 
done  in  his  fatlier’s  life-time,  and  he  declares  himself  ready  to  pay  to  the 
parish  the  principal  when  called  for. 

With  respect  to  the  sum  of  70/-  no  trace  occurs  in  any  of  the  books,  of  the 
source  from  whence  it  was  originally  derived.  In  the  book,  beginning  in  the 
year  17-4,  there  is  a regular  account  of  the  distribution  with  the  list  of  the 
persons  I'eceiving  it,  for  almost  every  year  down  to  I78O.  From  this  period  to 
the  present  time,  althougli  the  distribution  has  been  regularly  made,  no  list  of 
the  persons  relieved  has  been  entered  in  the  churchwardens  books,  but  the 
same  has  been  preserved  in  separate  papers.  The  principal  sum  has  been 
kept  afloat  on  private  securities,  being  lent  at  the  discretion  of  the  church- 
wardens. It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Ei^remont. 

The  sums  distributed  in  each  year,  have  been  very  various  in  their  amounts, 
from  1724  to  1738.  From  1738  to  1751,  the  amount  each  year  was  SI.  IO5. 
being  5 per  cent,  and  from  the  year  last  mentioned  to  the  present  time,  the 
yearly  distribution  has  amounted  only  to  2/.  I65.  calculated  at  4 per  cent. 
The  books  sufficiently  prove,  that  this  sum  as  well  as  the  45/.  above  mentioned, 
have  been  considered  as  properly  distributable  among  the  second  poor,  towards 
relieving  whom,  they  have  for  a long  time,  in  conjunction  with  the  interest  of 
a sum  of  200/.,  an  account  of  which  will  be  presently  given,  been  applied. 


Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth  Moon’s  Gift.  Enmore. 

Elizabeth  Moon,  late  of  Enmore,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  widow,  by  her  , 

will,  dated  20th  October  I78O,  bequeathed  unto  the  second  poor  of  the 

parish  of  Enmore,  the  interest  of  200 1.  for  ever,  to  be  paid  by  the  church-  ^ / 

wardens  and  overseers  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  on  the  24th  day  of  Decem- 
ber in  every  year,  after  her  decease,  as  the  said  interest  should  become  due  ; 
and  for  the  better  security  of  the  said  200/.  it  was  her  will  and  desire,  that  that 
sum  should  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  James,  Earl  of  Egmont,  to  remain 
in  the  possession  of  his  lordship  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  on  paying,  yearly,  the 
sum  of  8 /.  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
poor  as  aforesaid. 

The  Earl  of  Egmont  has  regularly  paid  four  per  cent  upon  the  said  200/. 
from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  money,  which  interest  has  been  distributed 
with  the  foregoing  charities,  in  the  manner  above  stated. 


PARISH  OF  GOATHURST. 


The  Charities  of  Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte,  Dame  Anne  Tynte, 

AND  Jane  Busby. 


Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte’s  Charity. — Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte,  by  his  Goathurst. 
will,  dated  6th  August  I776,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  the  sum  of  200/. 
to  be  paid,  with  lawful  interest,  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner,  as  his  trustees  sir  Charles ^K^emys 
or  the  survivors  of  them  should  think  proper.  Tynte,  Dame  Anne 

Dame  Anne  Tynte’s  Charity. — Anne  Tynte,  widow  of  Sir  Charles  Tynte,  and 
Kemys  Tynte,  by  her  will,  dated  9th  August  1794,  gave  to  the  overseers  of  the 
I poor  of  the  parish  of  Goathurst,  the  sum  of  200  /.,  to  be  paid  out  of  her  personal 
estate,  to  be  placed  out  at  interest  by  them  and  their  successors,  for  the  time 
being,  from  time  to  time,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  amongst 
such  of  the  poor  people  of  Goathurst  aforesaid,  as  stood  most  in  need  of  it,  by  the 
minister  and  overseers  of  that  parish,  for  the  time  being,  who  should  account 
yearly,  at  Lady-day,  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  with  the  person  and  persons, 
who  should  from  time  to  time  be  in  the  possession  ofHalswell  House;  and  she 
I directed,  that  such  possessor  should  have  a controlling  and  governing  power 
I over  the  said  minister  and  overseers  of  Goathurst  in  this  respect. 

Jane  Busby’s  Charity. — Jane  Busby,  of  Halswell,  aforesaid,  (sister  of  the 
above  named  testatrix),  by  her  will,  dated  4th  June  1798,  gave  to  the  overseers 
I of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Goathurst,  the  sum  of  200/.,  to  be  applied  in  the 
same  manner  and  for  the  same  objects,  as  the  above  mentioned  donation  of 
Dame  Ann  Tynte. 

These  three  several  sums  of  200/.  each,  remained  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Philip 
Hales,  baronet,  for  some  time  after  the  death  of  the  last  testatrix,  who  till  her 
death  paid  an  interest  of  5 /.  per  cent,  being  30/.  per  annum,  into  the  hands  of 
the  Rev.  H.  Parsons,  the  rector  of  the  parish.  Sir  Philip  Hales  invested  this 
sum  on  Government  security,  and  so  advantageously  as  to  produce  when  sold 
out  by  his  executrix.  Lady  Hales,  a sum  of  948/.,  which  sum  was  paid  by  her 
into  the  hands  of  the  rector  of  the  parish,  who  in  May  last  (1825)  laid  out  the 
said  sum  in  the  purchase  of  900  /.  in  the  new  four  per  cents,  in  the  names  of 
Charles  Kemys  Kemys  Tynte,  esquire,  and  himself. 

The  rector  of  the  parish  distributes  the  dividends,  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Tynte  family,  in  articles  of  clothing  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
most  deserving  poor  people  of  the  parish. 


Richard  Escott’s  Charity. 

Richard  Escott,  by  his  will,  dated  18th  August  1784,  after  divers  bequests  Richard  Escott's 
and  dispositions  therein  contained,  gave  and  bequeathed  to  the  overseers  of  the  Charity, 
poor  of  the  parish  of  Goathurst,  the  sum  of  100/.  to  be  placed  out  at  interest 
by  them  and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  entreating  the  persons  who 
should  be  in  possession  of  Halswell  to  take  tlie  same  at  legal  interest,  for  secu- 
rity’s sake,  and  to  apply  25.  of  the  interest  thereof  every  Saturday  m the  pur- 
chase of  bread,  and  such  bread  to  distribute  every  Sunday  morning,  to  and 
amongst  such  of  the  poor  persons  who  should  be  at  weekly  pay  in  the  poor-house 
in  Goathurst  aforesaid,  built  by  Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte,  bart.  as  should  stand 
most  in  need  of  it,  which  he  intended  as  an  addition  to  the  pay  of  such  persons 
Rep.  15.  X X 3 respectively  ; 
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Goathurst.  respectively  ; and  therefore  he  directed,  that  in  case  the  weekly  pay  of  any 
. person  or  persons  should  be  lessened  on  account  of  that  donation,  then  he 
Chanir°^^ * " ot'dered  and  directed,  that  the  interest  money  should,  as  often  as  such  abatement 
aniiiniied.  sliould  be  made  by  the  said  overseers  for  the  time  being,  be  laid  out  in  bread, 
^ and  sent  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Broomfield  parish. 

This  sum  of  100/.  together  with  a donation  of  9,51.  which  will  be  hereafter 
mentioned,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mullins,  of  Goathurst,  the 
then  churchwarden,  with  a view  to  its  being  laid  out  on  mortgage.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Mullins,  in  1811,  the  money  not  having  been  invested,  passed  into 
the  hands  of  his  son  and  executor,  the  present  churchwarden,  who  pays  for  it  an 
annual  interest  of  51.  per  cent.  At  our  recommendation,  however,  Mr.  Mullins 
undertook  to  pay  over  this  money,  in  order  that  it  might  be  invested  in  the 
public  funds,  in  the  names  of  the  rector  of  the  parish,  and  Charles  Kemys 
Kemys  Tynte,  esq.  the  present  proprietor  of  Halswell. 

The  interest  of  this  100/.  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  two  shillings 
worth  being  distributed  by  the  overseer  every  week  among  the  inmates  of  the 
poor-house.  There  is  a little  overplus  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  is  divided 
equally  among  the  same  poor  people. 

Mary  Jeane’s  Charity. 

Mary  Jeane’s  Mary  Jeane^  of  North  Petherton,  some  time  in  the  year  1785>  bequeathed  to 
Chanty.  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Goathurst  the  sum  of  25/.  to  be  placed  out  at  interest, 
and  directed  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  them  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  bread,  and  distributed  yearly,  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  amongst 
such  poor  people  of  the  said  parish  as  should  receive  no  pay  or  relief  therefrom. 

The  investment  of  this  sum  has  been  already  stated  in  the  preceding  case. 

The  interest  of  the  25  /.  at  five  per  cent,  is  paid  annually  into  the  hands  of  the 
overseers,  who  lay  the  same  out  in  bread  on  the  9th  of  January,  which  they 
distribute  among  the  second  poor. 

Mary  Escott’s  Charity. 

Mary  Escott’s  Mary  Escott,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  dated  27th  December  1809,  stating. 
Charity.  that  she  had  lately  placed  out  at  interest  the  sum  of  100/.  with  Mr.  James 
Parsons,  of  Somerton,  for  which  she  had  his  note  of  hand,  payable  to  her,  gave 
the  said  sum  of  100/.  to  the  rector  of  Goathurst  for  the  time  being,  upon  trust, 
that  he  should  from  time  to  time  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  on  some  good 
freehold  or  public  security  or  securities,  and  pay  and  apply  the  dividends  and 
interest  thereof  to  keep  up  the  stock  of  child-bed  linen  which  she  had  already 
bought  for  the  use  of  poor  women  living  in  the  said  parish  of  Goathurst,  at  the 
time  of  their  lying-in,  and  to  pay  3s.  to  a nurse  for  her  attendance  on  each  of 
them  for  the  two  first  weeks  after  her  delivery  ; and  she  thereby  declared  such 
rector  for  the  time  being  accountable  to  her  nieces  and  their  heirs,  from  time  to 
time,  as  often  as  he  should  be  called  on,  for  the  proper  application  of  the  interest 
and  produce  of  the  said  principal  sum  of  100/. ; and  reciting,  that  she  had  placed 
out  at  interest  the  sum  of  110/.  with  the  Rev.  Henry  Parsons,  in  her  said  will 
named,  for  which  she  had  his  note  of  hand,  payable  to  her  ; she  gave  the  said 
sum  of  110/.  for  the  benefit  of  poor  women  living  in  the  parish  of  Broomfield 
at  the  time  of  their  lying-in,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  annually 
according  to  the  directions  she  had  given  in  a paper  annexed  to  the  said 
last-mentioned  note  ; and  she  desired  the  said  Henry  Parsons  to  take  on  himself 
the  management  and  application  of  the  same  during  his  life  ; and  afterwards  she 
desired  her  niece,  in  her  will  named,  and  her  executors,  to  appoint  some  fit  per.son 
in  the  said  parish  of  Bromfield  to  manage  and  direct  the  application  of  it.  But 
it  was  her  will,  that  the  parish  officers  of  neither  of  the  said  parishes  of  Goathurst 
or  Broomfield  should  at  all  interfere  in  either  of  the  said  charities. 

The  100/.  so  stated  in  the  above  will  to  be  secured  on  the  note  of  hand  of 
Mr.  Parsons,  of  Somerton,  still  remains  on  that  security.  Mr.  Parsons,  of 
Somerton,  pays  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons,  of  Goathurst,  the  interest  upon  that 
sum,  at  five  per  cent.  Out  of  the  above  interest,  annually  is  applied  to  keep 
up  the  stock  of  linen  provided  by  Mrs.  Escott,  every  poor  woman  at  her  confine^ 
ment  receiving  G^. ; and  if  there  is  an  overplus,  it  is  paid  to  poor  persons  about 
50  years  of  age,  according  to  the  directions  of  a paper  that  was  left  in  the  hands  , 
of  the  executors  of  the  testatrix.  The  lineu  is  not  lent,  nor  the  bounty  given,  to 
any  poor  persons  out  of  the  parish. 
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HUNDRED  OF  BEMPSTONE. 

PARISH  OF  ALLERTON  CHAPEL. 

Upon  a small  'tablet  on  the  wall  of  the  church,  the  following  donations  are 
recorded ; — 

“ Mr.  Adam  Whitehair  gave  lo/.  to  the  poor. 

Edmund  Bower,  gent,  gave  3 1.  to  the  poor. 

Dr.  Richard  Healy  gave  5/.  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  John  Bishop  gave  40  s.  to  the  poor.” 

The  above  table  bears  date  I7OO. 

j These  small  sums  were  kept  for  many  years  on  private  securities,  till  about  the 
year  1818,  when  they  were  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  the 
parish,  as  appears  by  a minute  of  vestry,  dated  24th  December  1818,  and  were 
then  laid  out  in  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  parish  poor-house  ; when  it  was 
agreed  that  interest  should  be  paid  for  the  same  by  the  parish.  This  interest 
has  been  since  regularly  paid  out  of  the  parish  monies,  and  distributed  among 
poor  persons  who  have  no  other  relief  from  the  parish,  at  or  about  Christmas 
yearly. 

PARISH  OF  BURNHAM. 

Henry  Rogers’s  Gift. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  in  the  parish  church,  is  the  following  inscrip- 
tion 

“ Henry  Rogers,  of'Cannington,  esquire,  some  time  lord  of  this  manor,  by  his 
last  will,  gave  the  sum  of  2,3.50/.  for  the  purchasing  of  lands,  the  clearirents  and 
I profits  thereof  to  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  20  poor  people  ; two  of 
i the  said  poor  to  live  within  the  manor  of  Burnham,  and  to  have  their  propor- 
tions ; which  lands  have  been  since  purchased  in  the  name  of  Sir  Edw^ard 
j Wyndham,  bart..  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bait.,  Nathaniel  Palmer,  esq.  and  others 
to  the  number  of  12,  as  trustees  ; and  when  any  five  of  the  said  trustees  shall  die, 
the  survivors  of  them  are,  within  six  months  afterwards,  to  elect  so  many  more  fit 
I and  able  persons  to  manage  the  trust,  the  vicar  ofCannington  for  the  time  being 
’ to  be  one,  according  to  the  deed  of  trust,  the  copy  whereof  remains  in  our 
vestry  of  Burnham,  another  at  Cannington,  and  another  at  Forlock.  William 
I Ruscombe  Steward.” 

[ The  will  of  Mr.  Rogers,  the  donor,  is  dated  8th  day  of  May  I672  ; a copy  of 
which  will  is  in  the  church  chest  of  the  parish  of  Cannington,  in  this  county, 

; that  parish,  as  well  as  the  parish  of  Porlock,  being  entitled,  under  the  same 
benefaction,  in  different  proportions. 

Agreeably  to  the  above  table,  the  money  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  w'hich  by  a deed  dated  15th  January  lG85,  were  conveyed  to  the  trustees 
therein,  and  in  the  above  table  mentioned. 

\_See  the  particulars  of  this  will  and  charity  set  forth  at  length  in  the  report 
of  the  charities  in  the  parish  of  Cannington.] 

' About  thirty  years  ago  the  share  belonging  to  this  parish  does  not  appear  to 
have  produced  more  than  the  sum  of  10/.  ; but  during  the  high  price  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  Burnham  received  as  much  as  40/.  for  its  share,  and  it  is  now 
generally  about  32/.  per  annum. 

Till  about  three  or  four  years  ago  this  income  was  divided  between  two  poor 
persons  not  receiving  parochial  relief ; but  the  rent  being  so  improved,  the 
parishes  joined  in  a petition  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  have  the  number  of  the 
persons  to  be  benefited  under  it  increased.  I’lie  result  of  this  application  was, 
an  order  directing  the  share  accruing  to  Burnham  parish  to  be  distributed  among 
four  poor  people,  instead  of  two.  The  four  jiersons  receiving  the  benefit  are 
annually  changed,  but  each  of  tliern  receives  the  same  sum.  Notice  is  given 
in  the  church  of  a vestry  to  be  held  for  the  distribution  of  this  charity,  at  which 
'time  such  of  the  poor  as  want  the  benefaction,  and  live  within  the  manor,  ap})ly 
' for  the  same,  whose  names  are  entered  on  a list,  and  they  are  afterwards  selected 
by  the  majority  of  the  vestry.  It  is  said  to  be  a rule  with  the  vestry,  that  it  shall 
not  be  given  away,  but  to  persons  who  have  lived  respectably  and  industriously. 

•Rep.  15.  X X 4 The 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Harris’s  Charity. 

Upon  the  same  benefaction  table,  is  the  following  entry  : — 

“ The  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  vicar  of  this  place,  gave  10/.  to  the  parish  stock,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  in  bread,  on  the  30th  of  October,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  for  ever.” 

This  sum  of  10/.  appears  to  have  been  received,  and  the  parish  stock  is  con- 
sidered liable  to  make  good  the  interest  of  it.  The  sum  of  lO^.  annually  is 
laid  out  in  bread,  which,  together  with  other  bread  purchased  with  the  other 
charities  after  mentioned,  is  distributed  about  Christmas,  yearly. 

Mrs.  Carde’s  Gift. 

Upon  the  same  benefaction  table  it  is  also  stated,  that  “ Mrs.  Carde,  of  this 
])lace,  gave  10/.  to  the  parish  stock,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  annually, 
at  Christmas,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
for  ever.” 

The  interest  of  this  sum  is  also  distributed  in  bread,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  last  mentioned  charity. 

Jacob  Dean’s  Gift. 

Upon  the  same  benefaction  table,  the  following  gift  is  inscribed ; — 

“ Jacob  Dean,  of  the  parish  of  Hnntspill,  gave  20/.  into  the  parish  stock,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  tw'enty  poor  jiersons  annually,  at  Christmas, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  for  ever.” 

This  is  distributed  in  bread,  as  the  former  gifts. 

The  Rev.  John  Golden’s  Gift. 

The  Rev.  John  Golden,  by  his  will,  dated  the  10th  December  1797>  among 
other  things,  bequeathed  to  his  successor  in  the  vicarage  of  Burnham,  in 
the  county  of  Somerset,  and  to  the  succeeding  vicars  thereof,  in  trust  only, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  parishioners  of  Burnham  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  100/.  bank 
stock,  to  be  purchased  in  the  three  per  cent  consols,  to  be  vested  in  him, 
the  said  vicar,  and  his  successors,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  by  him 
and  them  in  manner  following,  viz. ; one-half  of  the  said  annual  interest  to  be 
laid  out  by  the  said  vicar  or  his  curate  in  religious  books,  and  distributed  by 
him  among  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Burnham,  every  year  in  the  Easter 
week,  and  the  other  half  of  the  said  interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  given 
to  such  poor  inhabitants,  in  the  Christmas  week,  as  he  should  think  proper. 

The  100/.  stock  was  transferred  by  the  executors  of  the  said  testator  into  the 
names  of  the  present  incumbent  of  the  living,  and  of  Mr.  Broderipp,  of  Wells, 
who  receive  the  dividends,  which  are  accumulated  for  some  time,  and  are  then 
laid  out  in  books  for  the  poor,  the  choice  of  the  books,  and  the  distribution  of 
them,  being  wholly  under  the  management  of  the  clergyman. 

There  is  a school  in  this  parish,  conducted  on  the  national  plan,  which  is 
occasionally  supplied  with  books  out  of  this  fund.  i 

Day  Labourers  Charity.  f j 

There  is  also  a charity,  or  sum  of  48 5.  distributed  annually,  at  Easter,  among 
the  second  poor  of  this  parish,  called  Day  Labouring  Money ; but  the  origin  of 
this  gift  or  charity  is  not  known  in  the  parish. 

This  sum  of  485.  is  paid  out  of  the  parish  rates  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 


PARISH  OF  MARK. 

Robert  Ivyleafe’s  Gift. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  in  the  parish  church,  it  is  recorded,  that — 

“ Robert  Ivyleafe,  of  Blackford,  gave  to  this  parish  5 /.,  the  interest  thereof 
to  be  distributed  in  bread  to  the  second  poor,  on  Christmas  day,  for  ever.” 
There  is  no  will  or  other  document  in  the  possession  of  the  parish  relative  to 
this  gift;  but  the  churchwardens  have  received  for  many  years  an  annual  sum  of 
5 s.  from  the  hands  of  the  tenant  of  a farm  in  the  parish,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  family  of  the  Ivyleafes.  This  annual  payment  is  considered  as  a charge 
upon  the  property  above  mentioned.  It  is  laid  out  in  bread,  and  given  to  the 
second  poor,  on  Christmas  day,  together  with  the  under  mentioned  charities  in 
the  same  parish. 

Mr.  William  House  now  holds  the  farm  in  Mark,  which  did  belong  to  the 
Ivyleafe  family,  out  of  which  this  jiayment  is  made,  with  the  consent  of 
Mr.  Meade,  of  Taunton,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  same. 


Charities 
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Charities  of  Thomas  and  John  Giblett. 

On  the  same  table,  the  following  benefactions  are  also  recorded: — 

“ Mr.  Thomas  Gihletty  of  this  parish,  gave  10/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
distributed  to  the  second  poor,  on  Christmas-day,  for  ever.” 

John  Gihlett,  by  bis  will,  dated  23d  May  1765,  gave  and  bequeathed  as 
follows  : — 

“ I give  to  the  second  poor  of  the  parish  of  Mark  aforesaid,  by  which  I intend 
such  poor  as  do  not  receive  constant  relief  from  the  said  parish,  the  sum  of  20/. ; 
and  my  will  and  intention  is,  that  the  same  shall  be  put  and  placed  out  at  interest 
by  my  executor,  hereinafter  named,  and  the  interest  thereof  for  ever  hereafter 
distributed  annually  by  him,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  at  Christ- 
mas, to  and  amongst  such  second  poor,  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  he  or 
they  shall  see  fit,  and  think  most  convenient,  the  first  distribution  to  be  made  on 
the  Christmas  day  next  following  my  death and  appointed  Mr.  Sheppard  Starr 
executor,  whose  sister  and  executrix  afterwards  married  the  father  of  William 
Giles,  esq.  of  Frome,  by  whom  the  two  sums  of  10/.  and  20/.  are  supposed  to 
have  been  received,  as  Mr.  Giles,  the  father,  paid  the  sum  of  305.  per  annum 
for  the  interest  thereof,  until  his  death,  since  which  the  same  has  been  paid  by 
the  order  of  Mr.  William  Giles,  by  Mr.  George  Dibble,  of  Mark  aforesaid,  who 
holds  a farm  there  belonging  to  Mr.  Giles,  but  not  as  a charge  upon  the  land. 

Mr.  Giles  has  proposed  to  pay  the  sum  of  30/.  to  the  parish  officers.  The 
30  5.  per  annum  is  distributed  in  bread,  as  above  directed. 


]Mark. 


Charities  of 
Thomas  and  John 
Giblett. 


John  Counsell’s  Charity. 

“ M-Y.  John  Coiinsell,  of  this  parish,  gave  10/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  second  poor  on  Christmas-day,  for  ever.” 

Mr.  John  House  pays  the  sum  of  105.  a year  to  the  officers  of  Mark  parish, 
for  the  poor,  out  of  the  rent  of  a house  and  land,  which  he  holds  as  tenant  of 
Mrs.  Windowe,  of  Portland  Square,  Bristol. 

This  sum  of  105.  per  annum  is  also  distributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish. 

Jane  Gilling’s  Charity. 

“ Jane  Gilling,  of  this  parish,  gave  20/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed 
to  the  second  poor  on  Christmas-day,  for  ever.” 

It  appears,  that  Mrs.  Gilling,  the  donor  of  this  charity,  was  a married  woman 
when  she  made  her  will ; but  whether  after  her  death  her  husband  carried  her 
bequest  into  execution,  does  not  appear.  Mr.  Gilling,  her  nephew,  the  present 
proprietor  of  her  property,  has,  since  he  has  come  to  the  estate,  thought  proper 
to  give  effect  to  this  gift,  and  has  intimated  his  intention  to  continue  the  pay- 
ment thereof.  Mr.  Gilling  supplies  the  bread  himself,  but  leaves  it  to  be  dis- 
tributed at  the  discretion  of  the  churchwardens. 


John  Counsell’s 
Charity. 


Jane  Gilling’s 
Charity. 


Jacob  Dean’s  Charity. 

1802. — “ Jacob  Dean,  gent,  of  the  parish  of  Huntspill,  gave  20  /.  to  this  parish,  Jacob  Dean’s 
the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  equally  between  20  persons  of  the  second  Chanty, 
poor,  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  for  ever.” 

The  20/.  so  left  by  Jacob  Dean,  appears  to  have  been  received  by  the  parish 
officers,  and  applied  to  parish  purposes ; but  the  parish  has  taken  upon  itself 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  out  of  the  parish  rates.  This  interest  is  distributed 
among  the  second  poor,  sometimes  in  money,  and  sometimes  in  bread,  together 
with  the  before  mentioned  gifts,  and  in  the  same  manner. 


PARISH  OF  WEDMORE. 


Sundry 
parish : — 


small  gifts  are  recorded  on  the  benefaction  table  in  the  church  of  this 

£.  s.  d. 


Mr  Robert  Stone  - _ 

Mr.  William  Counsel 
Mr.  William  Phippen 
Mr.  John  Boulting  - - - 

Mr.  Robert  Yeascomb,  sen. 

Mr.  Adam  Whittair 

Mr.  William  Counsel,  of  Stoughton 

Mr.  Wittock  - - - - 


12  - - 

6 - - 

5 - - 

10  - - 

8 - - 

11  - - 

5 - - 

9 - - 
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Yy 


Wedmore. 


Mr. 
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Wedmore. 
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Mr.  Gabriel  Ivyleafe,  sen.  of  Blackford 
Richard  Latcham's  Composition  Money 
Mr.  William  Counsel,  sen.  of  Stoughton 
Mr.  Edward  Tinknell,  sen. 

Mr.  Edward  Urch,  of  Mudgley 

Mr.  Stephen  Champion,  of  Sand 

Mrs.  Mary  Downton  - 

Mr.  Robert  Carter  - - - - 

Thomas  Raines  Carpenter 

Mr.  William  Champion,  of  Sand 

Mr.  William  Counsel,  of  Castle 

Mr.  Gabriel  Ivyleafe,  jun.  of  Blackford 

Mr.  Richard  Brown,  of  Mudgley 


s. 


£. 

5 - 

O — 

5 - 
2 - 

5 - 

10  - 
20  - 
3 - 

i6  10 
10  - 
10  - 
10  - 
10  - 


[County  of 

d. 


Mr.  William  Edwards,  of  Sand,  one  of  the  present  churchwardens  of  Wed- 
more, acknowledged,  that  he  was  accountable  for  the  sum  of  82/.  105.,  which 
was  deposited  with  his  father,  the  late  Mr.  Edwards,  when  he  was  church- 
warden. This  sum  is  stated  to  include  the  charities  of  Robert  Stone,  John 
Boulting,  Stephen  Champion,  William  Champion,  Mary  Downton,  Robert 
Yeascomb,  and  also  a sum  of  28/.  105.  given  by  Nix  and  others,  not  mentioned 
on  the  benefaction  tables  ; but  there  seems  to  be  some  mistake  in  the  accounts, 
as  these  charities  do  not  exactly  correspond  with  the  sum  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  as  above  mentioned. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stone,  of  Somerset  farm,  acknowledges  to  have  in  her  hands 
the  sum  of  38  /.,  on  account  of  the  charities  of  Richard  Brown,  William  Counsel, 
William  Counsel,  of  Stoughton,  William  Counsel,  sen.  of  Stoughton,  and 
William  Counsel,  of  Castle,  Adam  Whittair,  and  Edward  Tinknell,  sen. 


The  sum  of  45/.,  composed  of  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  table,  as  the  gifts  of 
Gabriel  Ivyleafe,  and  of  the  sum  of  10/.  given  by  a Mr.  Richard  Ivyleafe,  to  be 
distributed  in  bread,  at  Christmas  (not  mentioned  on  the  said  benefaction  table, 
but  included  among  some  charities  mentioned  in  another  table,  nearly  obliterated, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  above  table),  is  in  the  hands  of  James  Ivyleafe,  esquire,  of 
Siston,  in  Gloustershire,  who  pays  interest  for  the  same. 

The  sum  of  20/.  given  by  Mrs.  Jane  Ivyleafe,  also  mentioned  on  the  oblite- 
rated table,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  executors  of  the  late  Edward  Brown,  of 
Mudgeley,  deceased. 

The  residue  of  the  above  donations  must  be  considered  as  lost. 

The  interest  of  these  charities,  augmented  by  some  subscriptions,  are  distri- 
buted among  the  second  poor,  in  bread  and  beef,  at  Christmas,  annually,  except 
the  sum  of  205.,  which  is  given  to  poor  widows  of  the  parish. 


Samuel  Vigor’s  Charity. 

Samuel  Vigor’s  Samuel  Vigor,  of'  Falkland,  by  his  will,  dated  22d  August  171 1>  (among  other 
Charity.  things),  gave  the  sum  of  50s.  yearly,  to  be  raised  and  paid  out  of  his  lands  lying 
in  the  parish  of  Wedmore,  for  and  towards  the  schooling  and  teaching  two  poor 
children  of  the  parish  of  Wedmore,  and  two  poor  children  of  the  parish  of 
Hemington,  for  ever,  the  said  four  children  to  be  nominated  by  his  brother 
William  Vigor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  who  should  enjoy  his  said  lands 
in  Wedmore.  [See  Report  of  Charities  in  Hemington  parish.] 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  sum  of  1 /.  5 5.  per  annum  has  been  paid  for  many 
years  to  the  parisli  of  Wedmore ; but  ]\Ir.  Toomer,  the  present  owner  of  the 
lands  charged,  has  undertaken  to  pay  it  in  future. 

Miss  Ann  Castlemain’s  Charity. 

Miss  Ann  Castle-  There  is  a legacy  of  100/.  mentioned  in  Gilbert’s  Returns,  to  have  been  left  by 
mains  Charity.  ^ Migg  Ann  Costlemaiu,  hy  her  will  made  in  1782,  and  charged  on  the  Wells 
turnpike  trust ; but  this  legacy  was  refused  to  be  paid  by  her  representatives, 
as  void  by  the  statute  of  mortmain. 
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HUNDRED  OF  BRUTON. 

PARISH  OF  PITCOMBE. 

Sarah  Hobhouse^s  Charity. 

[Further  Report.] 

Since  our  Report  of  the  charities  in  the  above  parish,  [Eleventh  Report, 
p.  39s,]  Mrs.  Ann  Jenkins,  on  whose  death  the  reversionary  interest  of  the  late 
Miss  Sarah  Hobhouse,  in  the  sum  of  2,000/.,  200/.  of  which  was  given  to  the 
poor  of  Hadspen,  a tithing  of  Pitcombe  parish,  was  expectant,  has  died,  and 
the  fund  out  of  which  the  said  charity  was  to  be  provided  for,  has  been  paid 
to  Henry  Hobhouse,  of  Hadspen  House,  esquire,  as  the  executor  of  the  said 
Miss  Hobhouse. 

The  legacy  of  200/.  reduced  by  the  duty  to  180/.  together  with  a small 
addition  from  the  bounty  of  the  said  executor,  has  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  200/.  in  the  3^  per  cent  reduced  annuities,  in  the  names  of  Mr.  Henry 
Hobhouse,  and  his  three  sons,  Henry,  Edmund  and  Reginald  Hobhouse. 
A deed  of  trust  has  been  executed,  by  which  they,  the  trustees,  have  obliged 
themselves,  after  retaining  their  own  expenses,  to  pay  the  dividends  to 
Mrs.  Hobhouse,  during  her  life,  to  be  by  her  applied  towards  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  Hadspen,  in  such  manner  as  may  best  serve  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  sickness;  and  after  Mrs.  Hobhouse’s  death,  to  pay  the  dividends  to  the 
proprietor  of  Hadspen  House  for  the  time  being,  to  be  at  the  discretion  of 
such  proprietor,  applied  to  the  same  purposes,  in  conformity  with  the  tes- 
tatrix’s will.  The  same  deed  of  trust  contains  a provision  for  continuing  the 
trustees ; and  it  is  stated  to  be  the  intention  of  Mr.  Hobhouse  to  deposit  this 
deed  in  the  parish  chest,  and  to  put  up  a table  in  Pitcombe  church,  comme- 
morating the  benefaction. 


HUNDRED  OF  CANNINGTON. 

PARISH  OF  AISHOLT. 

On  the  benefaction  table,  in  the  parish  church,  is  the  following  inscription : 

“ Good’s  Charity. 

“ He  died  in  the  year  1689. 

“ £.20. 

“ The  interest  of  this,  for  ever,  to  the  second  poor  of  this  parish. 

“ The  present  trustee,  the  Rev.  John  Brice,  rector  of  Aisholt,  1803.” 

In  the  returns  made  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  I786,  there  is  mention  made  of 
a donation  by  Anthony  Amery  ; but  it  appears,  from  the  testimony  of  the  pre- 
sent i*ector,  that  it  must  have  been  mistaken  for  Good’s  gift,  as  Mr.  Brice,  the 
present  rector,  remembers  the  parish  for  60  years,  and  some  of  his  family  have 
been  incumbents  of  the  parish  for  many  years  before  that  time,  and  there  is  no 
trace  in  the  parish  of  any  such  donor  as  Anthony  Amery. 

This  sum  of  20/.  has  been  successively  in  the  hands  of  the  rectors  of  the 
parish  for  a great  many  years,  who  have  paid  interest  for  the  same,  according 
to  the  general  rate  of  interest  at  the  particular  period,  down  to  the  last  year. 
It  has  been  long,  and  is  now,  in  the  hands  of  the  present  rector,  who  paid  five 
per  cent  interest  for  it  for  one  year,  and  has  since  paid  four  per  cent,  and  pro- 
poses to  continue  to  pay  interest  according  to  the  ordinary  and  current  rate  of 
interest. 

The  receipt  of  this  money,  and  liability  to  answer  the  interest  thereof,  is 
entered,  and  acknowledged  by  the  rector,  in  the  parish  book. 

The  interest  is  distributed  by  the  rector,  who  acts  as  perpetual  trustee,  and 
keeps  a list  of  the  persons  receiving  it. 

The  Rev.  William  Brice’s  Charity. 

Upon  a monument  in  the  wall  of  the  parish  church  is  the  following 
inscription : — 

“ William  Brice^  fourth  son  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Brice,  died  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  177^-  By  his  last  will,  he  gave  the  interest  of  100/.  to  be  distributed 
weekly  in  bread,  to  the  second  poor  of  this  parish. 

Rep.  15.  Y y 2 


Pitcombe. 

Sarah  Hobhouse's 
Charitj. 


Aisholt 


The  Rev.  William 
Brice’s  Charity. 


The 


Aisholt. 

The  llev.  William 
Brice’s  Charity, 
continued, 
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Cannington. 

Henry  Rogers’s 
Charity. 
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“ The  rectors  of  this  parish,  and  of  the  parish  of  Spaxton,  are  appointed 
trustees  for  the  same.” 

William  Brice,  the  donor,  was  the  uncle  of  the  present  incumbent,  the 
Rev.  John  Brice.  The  100/.  has  been  left  in  the  same  way  as  the  20/.  above 
mentioned,  in  the  hands  of  the  rectors  of  the  parish,  who  have  paid  interest  for 
it  in  the  same  manner,  and  distributed  it  in  bread  to  the  second  poor,  as 
directed  by  the  will. 


PARISH  OF  CANNINGTON. 

Henry  Rogers’s  Charity. 

By  an  inquisition,  taken  at  Bridgewater,  on  the  21st  day  of  October  1685, 
before  Sir  Halsewell  Tynte,  baronet,  and  several  other  persons,  named  in 
a commission,  dated  11th  July  then  last  past,  grounded  upon  the  Act  of  the 
43d  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  jurors  summoned  thereon  found  that  Henry 
Rog  'ers,  then  late  of  Cannington,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  deceased,  being 
seised  and  possessed  of  a great  real  and  personal  estate,  did,  about  the  month 
of  May  1672,  make  his  last  will,  and  not  long  after  died,  having  in  his  life-time 
made  and  duly  published  a codicil  annexed  to  his  said  will,  whereby  (amongst 
other  things)  he  declared  and  devised,  that  all  such  monies  as  were  left  in  his 
closet,  or  any  other  room  in  his  house  at  Cannington,  where  he  usually  lived, 
at  his  last  coming  there,  should  be  distributed  amongst  such  poor,  and  in  such 
manner,  by  his  niece  Ann  Rogers,  as  he  had  declared  to  her,  whom  thereby  he 
desired  to  undertake  the  care  and  discharge  of  it ; and  appointed  Warwick 
Bampfylde,  John  Winter  and  Thomas  Warre,  esquires,  and  the  said  Ann 
Rogers,  executors  thereof,  who  proved  the  same;  and  the  said  jurors  did 
thereby  further  present,  that  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  said  Henry  Rogers, 
there  was  found,  in  current  English  money,  in  his  said  house  at  Cannington, 
7,500/.  which  they,  the  said  executors,  possessed  themselves  of,  viz.  the  said 
John  Winter  1,800/.,  the  said  Warwick  Bampfylde  1,800/.,  the  said  Thomas 
Warre  2,C00/.,  and  the  said  Ann  Rogers  1,300/. ; and  that  in  a suit,  depending 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery  between  the  said  Ann  Rogers,  and  the  said  other 
executors,  the  said  court,  in  or  about  Michaelmas  term  1677>  decreed,  that  the 
said  Warwick  Bampfylde,  John  Winter  and  John  Vv^arre,  should  pay  to  the  said 
Ann  Rogers  the  said  sums  so  by  them  respectiv^ely  received,  as  also  that  the 
said  monies  so  to  be  paid,  together  with  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  '],500l. 
being  the  1,300/.  remaining  in  her  hands,  should  be  applied  and  disposed  ofi^  ; 
according  to  the  direction  and  intention  of  the  said  codicil  ; and  that  the  saidl^  } 
Ann  Rogers,  since  the  death  of  the  said  Henry  Rogers,  had  declared  his,  the*  |l 
said  Henry  Rogers’s  will,  intent  and  meaning  to  be,  that  the  said  money  shouldf 
be  disposed  of  for  the  charities  and  uses  following,  viz,;  as  to  the  sum  of  5,000/. 
part  thereof,  that  it  should  be  laid  out  in  the  rebuilding  of  a church  in  London, 
where  there  was  most  need,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  said  7>500/.  should  be 
laid  out  aqd  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  that  she  had  declared 
her  purpose  and  intent  to  be,  to  have  lands  purchased  and  settled  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  said  charity  to  the  poor  ; and  in  order  thereto,  when  lands  were 
purchased  as  aforesaid,  that  40/.  per  annum  should  be  paid  out  of  the  clear 
rents  and  profits  thereof  to  one  Mary  Wroughton,  during  her  life,  as  therein 
mentioned  ; and  that,  the  said  annuity,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Mary 
Wroughton,  being  first  deducted,  and  after  her  death  without  deduction, 
one  entire  moiety  of  the  clear  profits  of  the  lands  so  to  be  purchased  should  be 
paid  and  applied  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  ten  poor  aged  people, 
within  the  manors  of  Withall  Stert  and  Salty,  in  the  said  parish  of  Cannington, 
and  the  other  moiety  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  ten  other  poor  people, 
(that  is  to  say,)  eight  within  the  manor  of  Porlock,  and  two  within  the  manor 
of  Burnham,  for  ever  ; and  that  in  obedience  to  the  said  decree,  and  of  several 
orders  subsequently  made  in  the  said  cause,  5,000/.  part  of  the  said  7>500/.  was 
paid  into  the  Chamber  of  London,  to  be  thence  paid  out  as  the  said  Ann  Rogers 
should  direct  and  appoint,  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary 
Aldcrmary,  in  London,  and  which  was  laid  out  accordingly,  and  that  2,350/. 
other  part  of  the  said  7>500/.  was  paid  into  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  the 
intent  that  the  same  might  be  laid  out  by  the  said  Ann  Rogers,  in  a purchase 
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for  perpetuating  such  charity,  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  poor  people,  which  Cannington. 
the  said  Ann  Rogers,  in  her  life-time,  declared  she  intended  to  do  j and  the  „ "TU  , 
jurors  further  found,  that  the  said  Ann  Rogers,  before  she  had  made  any  such  ^"charity^^^ ^ 

purchase  as  aforesaid,  died  about  April  l6S3  intestate,  and  that  after  her  death,  continued. 

Katharine  Hyde,  of  Westminster,  spinster,  took  out  letters  of  administration  to  ' .w.. ' 

the  said  intestate’s  estate,  and  all  the  said  2,350/.  being  then  remaining  in  the 
said  Court  of  Chancery,  the  said  commissioners  named  in  the  said  inquisition 
directed,  that  with  all  convenient  speed  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  should  be 
moved,  that  the  money  there  then  remaining  might  be  paid  to  Sir  Edward 
Wyndham,  baronet,  and  the  several  persons  by  them  named  trustees,  the  vicar 
of  Cannington  for  the  time  being  to  be  one  ; and  that  the  said  monies,  after 
deducting  the  reasonable  costs  in  obtaining  and  prosecuting  the  said  decree, 
should,  with  the  first  conveniency,  be  laid  out  in  purchasing  lands  of  inherit- 
ance, according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  trustees,  to  be  settled  to  them,  and 
their  heirs,  and  the  survivors  of  them,  under  the  trusts  aforesaid;  and  that  in 
such  settlement,  when  made,  there  should  be  expressed  the  uses,  and  by  whom 
the  said  monies  were  originally  given,  that  the  same  might  remain,  for  ever, 
according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  donor ; and  that  until  such 
purchase  could  be  had,  the  said  money  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  consent 
and  direction  of  the  said  trustees,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  at  interest, 
or  otherwise,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  charities ; and  that  during  the  life  of 
the  said  Mary  Wroughton,  40/.  per  annum  should  be  paid  thereout  to  her, 
according  to  the  desire  of  the  said  Ann  Rogers,  and  the  remainder  to  the  other 
uses  before  mentioned;  and  that  after  the  said  Mary  Wroughton’s  decease,  the 
whole  should  be  disposed  of  and  applied  to  the  uses  declared  and  owned  by 
the  said  Ann  Rogers  to  be  the  intent  of  her  said  uncle ; and  that  when  any 
five  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  should  die,  then  that  the  survivors  of  them 
should,  within  six  months  after  such  avoidance,  elect  so  many  more  able  and 
fit  persons  to  manage  the  trust,  and  by  feoffment,  or  otherwise,  should  settle 
the  said  lands  when  so  purchased,  so  that  the  same  might  be  vested  in  them 
the  said  trustees,  and  such  others  as  should  be  elected,  and  that  such  method 
for  perpetuating  the  said  trust  should  be  from  time  to  time  thereafter  used. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  January  1685  (O.  S.),  made 
between  William  Clarke,  of  Sandford,  esquire,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  the 
first  part ; Joseph  Martin,  and  John  Clarke,  of  the  second  part ; William  Rus- 
combe,  and  Thomas  Kent  Tanner,  of  the  third  part ; and  the  said  Sir  Edward 
Wyndham,  and  others  therein  mentioned,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting  to  the 
effect  before  recited,  and  that  the  said  trustees  had  since  contracted  with  the 
said  William  Clarke,  for  the  absolute  purchase  of  the  lands  thereinafter  men- 
tioned and  described,  for  2,350/. ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  William  Clarke, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  2,350/.  to  him  in  hand  paid  by 
Matthew  Bluck,  esquire,  who,  by  order  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  was  to 
pay  the  said  money  out  of  the  said  court,  did  covenant  and  grant,  to  and  with 
them  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  the  said  William  Clarke, 
and  the  said  Elizabeth  his  wife,  would  acknowledge  and  levy  a fine,  and  suffer 
a recovery  of  the  said  premises,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  which  recovery,  when  so  suffered,  should  enure  to  the  use  of  the 
said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  2d  November  1813,  made  between  Sir  Philip  Hales, 

John  Acland,  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  and  Henry  Gould,  as  surviving  trustees 
of  the  one  part;  and  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  and  seven  others  therein  named, 
of  the  other  part,  reciting  several  intermediate  conveyances  ; and  that  they 
the  said  Sir  Philip  Hales  and  others,  of  the  first  part,  had  nominated  the  said  Sir 
Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  and  the  several  other  persons  therein  named,  of  the  second 
part;  to  complete  the  number  of  twelve  trustees,  as  directed  by  the  said  decree  ; 
it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Philip  Hales,  John  Acland,  John  Fownes  Luttrell, 
and  Henry  Gould,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed, -did  grant  and 
convey  the  said  trust  premises,  so  as  to  vest  the  same  in  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  and  second  parts,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they  the  said 
trustees  should,  half  yearly,  divide  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
premises  into  two  equal  parts  or  moieties,  one  of  which  moieties  they  should 
again  divide  into  ten  equal  parts  or  shares,  and  pay,  or  cause  the  said  ten  shares 
to  be  paid,  to  ten  poor  aged  people,  inhabiting  within  the  manors  of  Withall, 

Stert  and  Salty,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  to  wit;  one  of  the  said  ten  parts  to 
every  of  the  said  ten  poor  aged  people ; and  as  to  the  said  other  moiety,  that 
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Cannington.  they  should  subdivide  the  same  into  ten  equal  parts,  and  pay  the  same,  as 
— 7“  , follows,  viz. ; eight  of  those  ten  parts  to  eight  poor  aged  people,  inhabiting 

Henry  Rogers*  y^ithin  the  manor  of  Pol  lock,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  to  wit,  to  each  of 
con^nMdi  them  one-eighth  part ; and  the  two  parts,  residue  thereof,  to  two  poor  aged  people 

'■  inhabiting  within  the  manor  of  Burnham,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  to  wit,  to 

each  of  them,  one  of  the  said  two  parts  ; and  in  case  so  many  poor  aged  people 
as  the  charity  had  provided  for  should  not  be  found  living  in  the  said  respective 
places,  that  the  said  trustees  should  pay  such  of  the  said  tenth  parts  as  could 
not  be  distributed  according  to  the  said  decree,  to  and  amongst  such  other  poor 
impotent  or  necessitous  jieople  living  within  the  said  places,  as  they  should 
deem  to  be  most  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  donor ; and  upon  further 
trust  and  confidence,  that  the  said  trustees,  or  their  survivors,  should  not  let 
any  part  of  the  said  premises  for  life  or  lives,  or  for  other  estate,  than  for  some 
term  of  years  not  exceeding  21  years  in  possession. 

By  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  bearing  date  the  29th  November 
1814,  made  upon  a petition  presented  by  Sir  Philip  Hales,  baronet,  John 
Acland,  Peregrine  Palmer  Acland,  John  Tyndale  Warre,  and  George  Henry 
Carew,  esquires,  being  five  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  said  indenture,  bearing 
date  2d  November  1813,  it  was  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court,  to 
approve  of  a scheme  for  the  future  application  of  the  rents  of  the  said  charity 
estates,  having  regard  to  the  improved  value  of  such  estates,  and  that  the 
trustees  should  be  at  liberty  to  lay  proposals  before  the  said  Master  for  that 
purpose ; in  pursuance  of  which  order,  the  said  Master  made  his  report,  dated 
25th  January  1816,  reciting  the  several  matters  above  set  forth,  and  that  it 
had  been  proved  before  him,  that  the  said  trust  lands  and  premises  were,  up  to 
the  2d  day  of  February  1814,  let  at  several  rents,  amounting  together  to  about 
240/.  per  annum ; and  that  the  lands  and  hereditaments  subject  to  the  said 
charity,  consisted  of  one  close  of  meadow  or  pasture  ground,  commonly  called 
Great  Cheslade,  containing  77a.  & 37 p.  more  or  less;  one  close  or  piece  of 
pasture  ground,  called  West  Crift  alias  West  Croft,  containing  about  23  acres, 
more  or  less  ; of  four  several  closes  of  meadow  or  pasture  ground,  containing 
24  acres,  more  or  less,  lying  together,  and  adjoining  West  Croft  aforesaid,  and 
called  the  Dairy  Ground;  and  of  one  close  of  pasture  ground,  containing 
four  and  a half  acres,  more  or  less,  late  part  of  a certain  common,  called 
Chilton  Common,  otherwise  Wdld  Marsh  ; and  that  all  the  said  closes,  lands 
and  hereditaments,  were  situate  within  the  several  parishes  of  Chilton  and 
Wembdon,  in  the  county  of  Somerset;  and  further,  that  the  said  several  lands 
and  hereditaments  were,  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  August  1813,  respectively 
demised  and  leased  by  the  said  trustees  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  commencing 
from  the  2d  day  of  February  1814,  at  the  clear  yearly  rents  following,  (that  is 
to  say) ; the  said  close  called  Great  Cheslade,  to  John  Cogan  and  John  Far- 
thing, at  the  yearly  rent  of  360/. ; the  said  close  called  West  Crift  or  West 
Croft,  and  a drove  or  roadway  belonging  thereto,  to  George  Beadon  and  William 
Beadon,  at  the  net  rent  of  105  /. ; the  said  close  called  Dairy  Ground,  to  Thomas' 
Cogan,  at  the  net  annual  rent  of  105/. ; and  the  close  of  pasture  land,  late  part: 
of  the  said  common  called  Chilton  Common,  otherwise  Wild  Marsh,  to  Robert 
Porter,  at  the  net  annual  rent  of  11/.  subject  to  certain  repairs,  which  were 
estimated  at  40/.;  by  which  report  it  appeared,  that  the  clear  rents  and  profits: 
of  the  said  lands  and  hereditaments,  subject  to  such  repairs  during  the  first  year 
of  the  said  term,  would  amount  to  tlie  annual  sum  of  581/.  which,  according, 
to  the  strict  words  of  the  trust,  ought  to  be  divided  amongst  20  poor  persons 
only,  so  that  the  sum  of  29/.  l5.  or  thereabouts,  would  became  annually  pay-> 
able  to  each  of  such  poor  persons;  which  the  said  trustees  conceived  would  be 
an  abuse  of  the  said  charity,  by  encouraging  idleness,  and  in  other  respects 
producing  harm  rather  than  good : And  the  said  Master  further  certified,  that 
there  were,  within  the  manors  of  AVithall,  Stert  and  Salty,  in  the  parish  of  Can- 
nington, and  within  the  manor  of  Porlock,  and  the  manor  of  Burnham  respec- 
pectively,  more  than  double  the  number  of  poor  aged  people,  who  were  objects 
of  the  said  charity,  and  would  be  greatly  benefited  thereby  if  the  trustees  were 
enabled  to  extend  the  donor’s  bounty  to  them : And  the  said  Master  further 
reported,  that  the  said  trustees  had  laid  before  him  a scheme  for  extending  the 
said  charity,  whereby  they  had  proposed,  that  they  should  be  at  liberty,  half 
yearly,  to  divide  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  trust  premises  into 
two  equal  parts  or  moieties,  one  of  which  moieties  should  be  again  divided 
into  twenty  equal  parts  or  shares,  and  that  they  should  pay  the  same  twenty 

shares 
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shares  to  twenty  poor  aged  people  within  the  said  manors  of  Withall,  Stert  and 
Salty,  instead  of  ten  poor  aged  people  as  theretofore,  viz. ; one  of  the  said 
twenty  shares  to  each  of  such  poor  aged  people ; and  as  to  the  other  moiety  of 
the  said  clear  rents  and  profits,  that  they  should  subdivide  the  same  into  twenty 
equal  parts  or  shares,  and  pay  the  same  as  follows,  viz. ; sixteen  of  such  last 
mentioned  twenty  shares  to  sixteen  poor  aged  people  inhabiting  within  the 
said  manor  of  Porlock,  instead  of  the  present  number  of  eight,  viz.  j to  every 
of  such  poor  aged  people  one  of  the  said  sixteenth  parts  or  shares;  and  to  divide 
the  four  parts  or  shares  residue  of  the  said  last  mentioned  twenty  parts  or 
shares,  amongst  four  poor  aged  people  inhabiting  within  the  said  manor  of 
Burnham,  instead  of  two,  the  present  number,  to  wit;  to  each  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  poor  aged  people  one  of  the  said  four  parts  or  shares. 

This  proposal  was  approved  of  by  the  said  Master,  and  confirmed  by  an  order 
-of  the  said  court,  dated  2d  March  1816. 

The  charity  estate  is  now  let  to  four  different  tenants  upon  leases,  for  the 
term  of  seven  years  respectively;  viz. — 


The  piece  of  land,  consisting  of  about  8o  computed  acres,  called  Great 
Cheslade,  is  let  to  Messrs.  Farthing  and  Cogan,  farmers,  for  per  annum  - 
which  lease  was  made  about  three  years  since. 

This  land  had  been  let  for  360 1.  per  annum,  but  that  rent  was  only 
paid  one  year,  and  it  was  afterwards  reduced  50 1.  per  cent. 

The  close  or  piece  of  pasture  ground,  called  West  Grift  alias  West  Croft, 
containing  about  23  acres,  is  let  to  William  Warren  for  - _ _ 

The  previous  letting  having  been  105/. 

The  four  closes  of  meadow  or  pasture  ground,  containing  24  acres,  lying 
together  and  adjoining  West  Croft  aforesaid,  and  called  the  Dairy  Ground, 
were  demised  at  the  last  letting  for  ------- 

They  had  been  let  before  for  105Z. 

The  close  of  pasture  ground,  late  part  of  Chilton  Common,  otherwise  Wild 
Marsh,  consisting  of  about  four  acres,  was  demised  at  the  last  letting,  for 
which  is  considered  its  full  value. 


£.  f.  d. 

180  - - 

35  - - 

45  - - 
* 5 - 


£. 


268  5 - 


All  the  above-mentioned  rents  were  obtained  under  a letting  by  auction, 
at  the  high  times  of  agricultural  produce,  and  the  reduced  rents  are  stated  to 
have  been  settled  by  the  valuation  of  a competent  surveyor. 

The  whole  amount  of  these  rents  has  been  divided  into  moieties,  one  of 
which  moieties  has  been  paid  among  20  poor  aged  persons  within  the  manors 
of  Withall,  Stert  and  Salty,  in  the  parish  of  Cannington.  The  other  moiety 
is  divided  between  Porlock  and  Burnham ; Porlock  having  relief  for  16,  and 
Burnham  for  four  like  aged  persons,  as  directed  by  the  last-mentioned  order. 

The  treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas  Murray,  pays  the  shares  due  to  Porlock  and 
Burnham,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  Reports  made  of  the  Charities  in  those 
parishes. 

The  20  persons  relieved  within  the  manors  of  Withall,  Stert  and  Salty,  in  the 
parish  of  Cannington  aforesaid,  have  their  names  entered  in  a list,  according  to 
the  appointment  of  the  trustees,  and  the  same  persons  continue  to  receive  the 
benefaction  until  their  death,  unless  forfeited  for  misconduct. 

The  present  trustees  are  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  bart. ; Sir  John  Palmer 
Acland,  bart. ; Charles  Kemys  Kemys  Tynte,  esquire ; the  Rev.  Mr.  Canon 
Gould,  of  Wells  ; Peregrine  Palmer  Acland,  of  Fairfield,  esquire  ; John  Fownes 
Luttrell,  of  Dunster  Castle,  esquire ; the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Trevyllian,  of 
Nettlecombe  ; George  Henry  Carew,  esquire,  of  Crowcombe  Court ; and  John 
Evered,  esquire,  of  Hill  House,  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 


Cannington, 


Hanry  Rogers’s 
Charity, 
continued. 

V ^ ^ 


Rogers’s  Almshouse. 

The  said  Henry  Rogers,  by  his  v/ill,  dated  8th  May  l6?2,  also  devised  Rogers's 
amongst  other  things,  as  follows  ; viz. — Almshouse. 

“ Item : I give  to  the  parish  of  Cannington,  the  sum  of  6OO/.  to  be  laid  out 
and  employed  by  my  trustees  and  executors,  hereinafter  nominated,  and  the 
survivors  of  them,  and  the  heir  of  the  survivor  of  them,  for  ever,  towards  raising 
a stock,  and  a working-house  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  such  as  are 
inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Cannington,  or  hereafter  may  inhabit  there,  and 
whose  ancestors  have  been  born  there,  but  not  to  any  new  incomers  or  intruders 
that  shall  hereafter  come  and  settle  there.” 
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Cannington. 

Kogers’s 

Almshouse, 

continved. 
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“ Item  : I give  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Porlock,  the  like  sum  of  600/.  to 
be  laid  out  and  employed  by  my  trustees  and  executors  for  maintenance  of  the 
poor  there,  as  I have  before  directed  for  Cannington.” 

“ Item ; I give  to  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  Thruxton  and  Fiheld,  in  the  county 
of  Southampton,  the  sum  of  300/.  to  be  equally  divided,  laid  out  and  employed 
by  my  said  trustees  and  executors,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  both  those 
parishes,  as  I have  before  directed,  for  the  poor  of  Cannington  and  Porlock.” 


By  an  order  or  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  bearing  date  23d  July, 
4 Jac.  2,  made  upon  an  information  filed  by  his  Majesty’s  then  Attorney  General, 
at  the  relation  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  several 
parishes  interested  under  the  said  will,  against  Warwick  Bampfylde  and  John 
Winton,  trustees  of  the  said  Henry  Rogers’s  will,  defendants ; it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  several  sums  of  money  should  be  dis])osed  of  and  applied  according 
to  the  will  of  the  said  testator,  and  for  such  charitable  uses  as  were  therein 
directed  ; and  it  was  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  court,  to  certify 
the  most  convenient  method  of  laying  out  and  disposing  of  the  said  monies  for 
the  poor  of  the  said  several  parishes,  who  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree,  made 
his  report,  and  certified,  that  the  most  convenient  method  of  laying  out 
573/.  65.  8d.  parcel  of  the  said  6OO/.  so  given  to  the  poor  of  Cannington, 
would  be  in  a purcliase  of  lands  to  be  conveyed  to  trustees  for  raising  a stock 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  according  to  the  said  will : 
and  the  said  Master  further  certified,  that  he  approved  of  a contract  that  had 
been  made  with  John  Collard  and  Sir  Halswell  Tynte,  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
lands  therein  mentioned,  from  Sir  Halswell  Tynte,  for  the  sum  of  573/.  6 s.  8d., 
and  that  the  same  should  be  paid  and  laid  out  by  the  said  Warwick  Bampfylde, 
(who  had  survived  his  co-trustee  John  Winter),  in  such  purchase,  and  that  the 
residue  of  the  said  6U0/.  being  26/.  13  s.  ^d.  should  be  paid  by  the  said  Warwick 
Bamfylde,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of 
Cannington,  for  and  towards  the  repairing  and  fitting-up  of  the  church-house 
of  Cannington  aforesaid,  for  a workhouse  for  setting  the  poor  to  work  in  the 
same,  being  a convenient  house  for  that  purpose  ; and  that  the  minister,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  most  of  the  sufficient  inhabitants  and 
owners  of  lands  in  the  said  parish  had  consented,  that  the  said  house  should  be 
approj)riated  for  such  purpose. 


In  pursuance  of  which  report,  confirmed  by  an  order  of  the  said  court,  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release,  dated  15th  and  l6th  July  I69I,  were  made  between 
the  said  John  Collard  and  Sir  Halswell  Tynte,  of  the  first  part ; Alexander 
Popham,  and  nine  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  of  the  second  part ; and  the 
said  Warwick  Bampfylde,  of  the  third  part ; whereby  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  573/.  6 s.  8d.  parcel  of  the  said600/.  as  aforesaid,  the  said  John  Collard 
and  Sir  Halswell  Tynte,  did  grant,  release  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Alexander 
Popham,  and  the  said  nine  other  persons  of  the  second  part,  all  that  messuage 
and  tenement,  with  the  outhouses  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  con- 
taining about  two  acres  ; all  that  the  fulling  mill,  with  the  close  adjoining, 
containing  about  two  acres ; the  close,  called  Coney  Croft,  and  the  acre  called 
Coney  Croft  Meadow,  Vv'hich  had  been  converted  into  one  ground,  and  was 
then  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Coney  Croft,  containing  by 
estimation,  four  acres;  the  close,  called  Pegland,  containing  by  estimation,  two 
acres  and  a half ; five  closes,  called  Keene  Thornes,  all  then  converted  into  one 
ground,  and  then  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Ten  Acres,  and  containing 
by  estimation,  10  acres  ; the  close  formerly  called  Pitt  Close,  but  then  commonly 
know'll  by  the  name  of  Castle  Pitts,  and  containing  by  estimation,  five  acres; 
the  close  lying  on  the  south  side  of  Ely  Park,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Dene’s  Park,  and  containing  by  estimation,  four  acres  ; the  one  acre  of  meadow, 
called  God’s  Moore,  lying  in  the  common  field,  called  God’s  Moore  ; all  those 
five  pieces  or  parcels  of  grounds,  commonly  knowm  by  the  name  of  the  Parrocks, 
containing  by  estimation,  six  acres ; and  the  (Jose  of  ground  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Durlands,  containing  by  estimation,  five  acres,  wJiich 
said  grounds,  called  the  Parrocks  and  Durlands,  w'ere  situate  in  Radlet,  within 
the  parishes  of  Nether  Stowey  and  Spaxton,  or  one  of  them  ; to  hold  the  same  to 
and  to  the  use  of  them,  the  said  Alexander  Popham,  and  the  said  other  persons, 
of  the  second  part,  in  trust,  that  they  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them, 
his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  for  ever  thereafter  dispose  of  the  yearly 
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rents  and  profits  of  tlie  said  premises,  towards  raising  a stock  for  keeping  such 
of  the  poor  of  the  parisli  of  Cannington  aforesaid,  as  well  inhabiting  within  the 
said  parish,  or  thereafter  should  inhabit  there,  and  whose  ancestors  had  been 
born  there,  but  not  any  new  incomers  or  intruders  that  had  since,  or  should 
thence  after  come  to  settle  there,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  will  of  the  said  Henry  Rogers ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  any 
six  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  should  happen  to  die,  the  survivors  of  them 
should  convey  the  said  trust  premises  to  10  or  more  other  persons,  being  sub- 
stantial freeholders,  leaseholders  or  copyholders,  inhabiting  in  or  near  the  said 
parish  of  Cannington,  such  trustees  to  be  chosen  by  such  person  as  should  be 
lord  of  the  manor  or  manors  of  Withall,  Stert  and  Salty,  for  the  time  being,  and 
by  the  incumbent  of  the  said  parish  of  Cannington,  for  the  time  being,  together 
with  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  so 
toties  quoties. 

The  above-mentioned  trust  premises  have,  by  divers  conveyances,  been  from 
time  to  time  transmitted  down  to  new  trustees,  and  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  dated  8th  and  9th  July  1825,  are  now  become  vested  in  Peregrine 
Palmer  Acland,  of  Fairfield  House  ; Robert  Guy  Evered,  of  Hill  House  ; John 
Evered,  brother  of  the  said  Robert  Guy  Evered  ; John  Knight,  of  Cannington, 
aforesaid ; Charles  Knight,  of  Axminster,  in  the  county  of  Devon ; Arthur 
Blake,  of  Cannington,  aforesaid  ; Charles  Tucker,  of  Clay  Hill,  in  the  parish  of 
Cannington  aforesaid  ; John  Harding,  of  Cannington  aforesaid ; Thomas  Mur- 
ray, of  the  same  place ; Joseph  Hembry,  of  the  same  place ; and  Alexander 
Bilfen,  of  Aisholt,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esquires. 

On  31st  December  1798,  it  M^as  agreed,  at  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  to  dis- 
pose of  two-thirds  of  three  acres  of  ground,  lying  in  Cannington  meadow,  parcel 
of  a tenement  called  Spinxland,  and  part  of  the  said  trust  premises,  for  the 
purpose  of  redeeming  the  land-tax  charged  on  the  several  trust  estates  above- 
mentioned,  in  pursuance  of  which  resolution  the  two-thirds  of  three  acres, 
lying  in  Cannington  meadow  as  aforesaid,  were  sold  to  Mr.  Edward  Coles,  for 
the  consideration  of  60/.,  with  which  the  land-tax  was  accordingly  redeemed 
by  the  said  trustees,  and  no  other  change  or  alienation  appears  to  have  taken 
place  with  respect  to  the  said  trust  property. 

The  estate  has  been  usually  let  to  different  tenants. 

All  the  lands,  conveyed  by  the  said  John  Collard  and  Sir  Halswell  Tynte, 
and  described  in  the  said  indentures,  except  as  aforesaid,  are  let  at  rack-rents, 
the  aggregate  amount  of  which  is  now62/.  155. ; but  it  is  expected,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  present  leases,  that  a greater  rent  will  be  obtained  for  the 
same. 

The  church-house,  for  the  repairs  of  which  the  26/.  135.  4d.  the  residue  of 
the  600/.  as  mentioned  in  the  Master’s  report,  was  appropriated,  now  contains 
nine  aged  women,  who  receive  some  25.  and  some  35.  a week,  which  in  the 
last  year  amounted  to  the  sum  of  53/.  95.  They  have  also  some  articles  of 
clothing  and  firing  found  them,  and  the  average  annual  expenditure  upon  coals, 
washing,  repairs,  and  other  outgoings,  amounts  to  about  16/.  a year. 

The  accounts  of  the  trustees  were  produced,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
regularly  examined  and  audited  to  April  1825. 

Mary  Ruscombe’s  Charity. 

The  following  inscription  is  on  the  benefaction  table  in  the  parish 
church : — 

“ Mrs.  Mary  Ruscombe,  daughter  of  Hugh  Ruscombe,  late  vicar  of  this 
church,  gave  10/.,  the  profits  thereof  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  for  ever.” 

This  sum  appears  to  have  formerly  been  invested  on  private  securities,  and 
when  not  so  invested,  has  been  considered  as  being  in  the  hands  of  the  church- 
wardens of  this  parish.  It  was  lately  lent  to  Mr.  Coles,  who  paid  105.  annually 
as  the  interest  of  it,  till  the  year  1819,  when  it  was  invested  in  the  Quantock’s 
Savings  Bank  at  Stowey. 

The  interest  has  been  regularly  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  which  has 
been  distributed  every  Easter-day  to  the  poor  of  this  parish. 
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Caanington. 

Charities  of  Lady 
Jane  Rogers, 
and  others. 


Charities  of  Lady  Jane  Rogers,  Sir  Bartholomew  Mitchell,  Margery 
Duddlestone,  and  Mr.  Tilly  alias  Tap. 


Upon  the  same  benefaction  table,  are  the  following  inscriptions; — 

“ Lady  Jane  Rogers,  by  her  last  will,  gave  the  sum  of  26  /.  the  profits 
thereof  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  weekly,  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  on  Sunday,  after  morning  prayers." 

“ Sir  Bartholomew  Mitchell,  knight,  by  his  last  will  gave  the  sum  of  20/. 
into  the  hands  of  six  trustees,  the  profits  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish  on  Christmas  eve." 

“ Mrs.  Margery  Duddlestone,  relict  of  Mr.  Thomas  Duddlestone,  gentle- 
man, gave  to  this  parish  10/.  for  ever,  the  use  thereof  to  be  distributed  yearly 
on  New  Year’s-day,  to  the  poor  in  bread." 

“ Mr.  Tilly  alias  Tap,  by  his  last  will  gave  the  sum  of  40/.,  the  interest 
thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  yearly,  on  Good  Friday." 

These  several  sums  of  26/.,  20/.,  10/.  and  40/.,  making  together  96/.,  were 
laid  out  in  two  several  purehases  of  land,  as  appears  by  the  two  following 
deeds  : — 

By  an  indenture,  dated  the  27th  August  1713,  made  between  Alexander 
Harrison  and  Amos  Harrison,  of  the  one  par^  and  William  Ruscombe  and 
Jonas  Coles,  of  the  other  part;  it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Alexander  Harrison 
and  Amos  Harrison,  in  consideration  of  65/.  thereby  granted,  released  and 
confirmed  to  the  said  Ruscombe  and  Coles,  all  that  tenement,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, then  late  in  the  possession  of  Mary  Dyer,  lying  at  Combwitch,  in  the 
parish  of  Cannington,  containing  by  estimation  10  acres  of  meadow  or  pasture 
ground,  nine  acres  whereof  then  lay  together,  but  formerly  were  two  distinct 
closes,  and  the  other  acre  thereof  lay  in  a common  meadow,  called  South 
Moor ; all  which  said  tenement,  with  its  appurtenances,  was  commonly  called 
Hoyell’s  Tenement ; and  also  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  meadow  ground,  com- 
monly called  the  Reeve  Acre,  lying  in  South  Moor  aforesaid,  containing  by  esti- 
mation one  acre  ; to  hold  the  same  to  them  the  said  Ruscombe  and  Coles,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that  they,  during  the  time  they  should 
continue  churchwardens  of  the  parish  church  of  Cannington,  and  all  and  every 
other  person  or  persons  that  should  succeed  them  in  the  said  office,  for  the  time 
being,  should  let  the  premises  aforesaid  at  rack-rent,  for  any  term  of  years  not 
exceeding  seven,  and  should  lay  out  and  distribute  the  net  rent  in  manner 
iollowing,  viz. ; that  they  should  distribute,  in  every  year,  on  Christmas  eve, 
24  s.  part  of  the  said  rents,  unto  such  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish  as  they 


should  adjudge  to  be  the  fittest  objects  of  the  charity,  the  same  being  by 
computation  the  interest  and  produce  of  the  charity  money  given  to  the  parish 
of  Cannington  for  that  purpose,  by  the  will  of  Sir  Bartholomew  Mitchell, 
knight;  485.  further  part  of  such  yearly  rents,  unto  such  like  poor  persons  of 
the  said  parish,  on  Good  Friday,  the  same  being  computed  to  be  the  interest 
or  produce  of  so  much  money  as  was  given  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  by  the 
will  of  Mr.  Tilly  alias  Tap  ; 245.  other  part  of  the  said  rents,  to  the  poor  widows, 
of  Cannington,  at  the  discretion  of  the  churchw^ardens,  the  same  being  com-  • 
puted  as  the  gift  of  Lady  Jane  Rogers ; 125.  other  part  of  the  said  rents,  to 
be  given  on  New  Year’s-day  in  bread,  for  such  of  the  poor  as  the  said  William 
Ruscombe  should  judge  it  most  convenient  to  give  the  same  to;  and  after  his 
decease,  the  same  to  be  in  like  manner  laid  out  and  expended  by  the  church- 
wardens, as  they  should  think  most  proper,  the  same  being  by  computation  the 
produce  of  the  charity  of  Mary  Duddlestone,  widow,  aforesaid;  and  the  residue 
of  the  said  rents,  whatev’er  they  should  happen  to  be,  was  to  be  expended  and 
applied  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes,  as  the  churchwardens, 
for  the  time  being,  should  think  most  requisite  and  convenient. 

The  application  above  mentioned,  of  the  65/.  part  of  the  consolidated  amount 
of  all  the  above  named  charities,  left  a sum  of  31/.  undisposed  of,  which  about 
two  years  afterwards  was  also  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  as  appears  by 
the  following  deed  : — 

By  an  indenture,  dated  5th  September  1715,  made  between  the  Honourable 
Sir  Coplestone  Warwick  Bainpfylde,  baronet,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said 
William  Ruscombe  and  Jonas  Coles,  of  the  other  part;  it  is  witnessed,  that  in 
consideration  of  31/.  paid  to  him  by  the  said  Ruscombe  and  Coles,  he  the  said 
Sir  C.  W.  Bainpfylde  did  thereby  demise  unto  the  said  Ruscombe  and  Coles, 
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all  those  four  acres  and  a half  of  pasture  ground  formerly  parcel  of  Campland’s  Cannington. 
tenement,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Stockland,  Bristol,  and  within  the  manor  of  . r — . 
Stert  and  Salty,  in  the  county  of  Somerset ; to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  Rus-  ja"e^Rogei4*  ^ 
combe  and  Coles,  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  from  the  day  of  and  others,’ 
the  date  of  the  said  indenture,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  if  Mary  Dyer,  John  continued. 

Baker  and  John  Blake,  should  so  long  live,  in  trust,  that  they  the  said  Riis-  ' ^ 

combe  and  Coles,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  executors  and  admini- 
strators of  such  survivor,  should  permit  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Cannington,  to  receive  the  rents  and 
distribute  the  same  to  and  amongst  such  poor  people,  of  the  said  parish  of 
Cannington,  as  the  said  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time 
being  should  think  meet,  paying  for  the  same  a quit-rent  of  4 5.  Qd,  as  therein 
mentioned,  and  subject  to  the  customary  rents  and  payments  as  therein 
mentioned. 

It  appears  that  the  parish  have  been  in  possession  of  the  property  purchased 
with  the  65  /.  as  above  described  in  the  indenture,  dated  27th  August 
ever  since  their  acquisition  of  it. 

They  have  let  the  same  by  a lease,  dated  20th  May  1822,  for  a term  of  seven 
years,  to  William  Gooding,  of  Durleigh,  at  the  rent  of  16/.  per  annum,  which 
was  all  that  could  be  obtained  by  auction. 

Out  of  these  rents,  the  interest  of  the  several  gifts  above  mentioned,  of  26/. 

20/.,  10/.  and  40/.  are  severally  answered,  by  the  application  of  the  several 
annual  sums  agreed  to  be  paid  in  reference  to  them  respectively,  as  before 
mentioned. 

But  as  these  annual  payments,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  51.  8 5.  only,  there 
remained  a surplus,  which  has  been  paid  to  a schoolmaster  as  a consideration  for 
teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  parish ; last  year  it  was  not  so  applied,  it  being 
then  and  still  under  consideration,  whether  the  surplus  might  not  be  more 
usefully  expended,  in  the  foundation  and  support  of  a Sunday  school. 

The  lands  called  Camplands,  which  were  purchased  with  the  31/.  residue  of 
the  96/.  as  aforesaid,  have  been  long  vested  in  the  trustees  of  the  property  left 
by  Henry  Rogers,  for  the  almshouse,  as  above-mentioned,  and  applied,  together 
with  that  fund,  for  the  support  of  it. 

Benjamijc  Vaughan’s  Charity. 

The  will  of  Benjamin  Vaughan  is  set  forth  among  the  Bridgewater  charities,  Benjamin 
{see  Report  of  the  charities  in  Bridgewater),  by  which  it  appears  that  50/.  was  Vaughan’s  Chanty, 
left  by  the  said  testator,  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  binding  an  apprentice  to 
husbandry,  one  year  out  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  next  out  of  Cannington, 
alternatdy.  The  master  of  the  apprentice  to  have  the  use  of  the  money 
one  year. 

The  50/.  is  vested  in  the  corporation  of  Bridgewater,  who  pay  the  interest 
every  other  year  to  the  churchwardens  of  Cannington,  by  whom  these  pay- 
ments are  carried  to  their  general  account,  together  with  the  other  parish 
monies  in  their  hands,  by  which  means  it  is  blended  with  the  parish  stock,  and 
expended  together  with  it. 

Till  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  the  parish  officers  were  accustomed  to 
bind  out  an  apprentice  to  husbandry  yearly,  with  whom  they  have  usually  paid 
a fee  of  51.  but  not  with  a specific  reference  to  the  charity  of  Benjamin 
Vaughan,  though  it  is  considered  that  in  so  doing  they  have  satisfied  his 
charity. 

The  propriety  of  separating  this  gift  from  the  parish  monies,  and  keeping 
a distinct  account  of  the  application  of  it  in  their  books,  has  been  pointed  out 
to  the  churchwardens  ; and  as  the  sum  of  2/.  IO5.  is  obviously  too  small  for  an 
apprentice  fee,  it  will  be  necessary  to  wait  for  an  accumulation  of  the  payments, 
until  they  amount  to  a sufficient  sum  for  that  purpose,  which  is  intended  to 
be  done. 

Charities  of  Sarah  and  Mary  Warren. 

Sarah  Warren,  by  her  will,  dated  the  12th  January  1794,  gave  all  and  Charities  of  Sarah 
singular  her  personal  estate  unto  Sir  Philip  Hales,  baronet,  and  James  Knight,  Mary  W arren. 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  her  sister  Mary 
Warren,  for  her  life,  and  after  her  death,  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  her 
uncle  James  Coles ; and  after  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them,  she  gave  several 
le  gacies  therein  mentioned,  and  amongst  others,  a legacy  of  60/.  to  the  parish 
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Cannington.  of  Canniiigtoii,  the  interest  and  produce  of  501.,  part  thereof,  to  be  applied  for 

the  purpose  of  teaching  and  instructing  poor  girls  of  the  said  parish  in  reading, 

Chanties  of  Sarah  j^^itting  and  plain  needle-Avork  ; and  the  interest  of  10/.,  the  other  part  of  the 
eoZJnued!^*^'^’  Said  sum  of  GO/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  to  be  given  to  the  poor 

\ / of  the  said  parish,  on  every  Candlemas-day,  for  ever  ; and  she  made  Sir  Philip 

Hales  and  James  Knight,  executors  of  her  will. 

Mrs.  Mary  Warren,  sister  of  the  above  testatrix,  by  her  will,  dated  3d  Fe- 
bruary 1801,  gave  to  the  said  Sir  Philip  Hales  and  James  Knight,  their  exe- 
cutors, administrators  and  assigns,  and  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Poole,  and  his 
successors,  vicars  of  the  parish  of  Cannington  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  280/.,  to  be 
paid  out  of  her  personal  effects,  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest, 
and  to  receive  the  proceeds  thereof,  and  apply  the  same  in  manner  following, 
viz. ; as  to  the  interest  and  proceeds  of  100/.,  part  thereof,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the 
same  yearly  to  the  master  of  the  free  school  in  Cannington,  or  to  any  other 
person  whom  her  said  trustees  should  appoint,  as  a salary  for  reading  prayers 
every  evening  at  the  almshouse  of  the  said  parish  of  Cannington  ; and  as  to 
the  interest  and  proceeds  of  120/.,  other  part  of  the  said  sum  of  280/.,  upon 
trust,  to  lay  the  same  out  annually,  in  the  purchase  of  fire-stuff  and  bedding,  to 
be  distributed  among  such  of  the  second  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Cannington, 
as  should  appear  to  her  said  trustees  to  be  the  most  deserving  objects  of  charity  ; 
and  as  to  the  interest  and  proceeds  of  50/.,  other  part  of  the  said  sum  of  280/., 
upon  trust,  to  apply  the  same  at  the  discretion  of  her  said  trustees,  towards  the 
support  of  the  Sunday  school  established  in  the  said  parish. 

But  in  case  that  institution  should  happen  to  fail,  then  she  directed  her  said 
trustees  to  appropriate  the  interest  and  proceeds  of  the  said  50/.  in  augmen- 
tation of  the  salary  thereinbefore  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  person  who  for  the 
time  being  should  be  appointed  to  read  prayers  at  the  said  almshouse. 

And  as  to  the  interest  and  proceeds  of  the  sum  of  10/.  the  remaining  part  of 
the  said  legacy  of  280/.  upon  trust,  to  lay  the  same  out  in  the  purchase  of  bread, 
to  be  distributed  annually,  at  Candlemas,  at  the  discretion  of  her  said  trustees, 
amongst  some  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Cannington. 

Mary  Warren  died  in  the  month  of  February  1801,  and  on  the  8th  of  August 
following,  50/.,  part  of  the  money  given  by  Sarah  Warren,  was  lent  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Bridgewater  market-house,  who  gave  their  bond  or  deed-poll 
for  it,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent.  The  10/.  remaining  of  the  said  sum  of 
Go  /.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Knight,  who  pays  five  per  cent  interest 
for  it. 

The  280/.  bequeathed  by  Mary  Warren  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Inman, 
of  Bridgewater,  at  interest  at  five  per  cent,  till  the  1st  December  1803,  when  it 
was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  466/.  13  5.  4d.  stock,  in  the  three  per  cent 
consols,  in  the  names  of  the  .said  Rev.  Henry  Poole,  Sir  Philip  Hales,  and  James 
Knight,  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  14/. 

The  2/.  10.S.  the  interest  of  the  said  50/.  is  paid  to  a schoolmistress  for 
teaching  poor  girls  reading,  knitting  and  plain  needle-work. 

The  sum  of  5/.  a year  is  given  to  a person  who  reads  prayers  in  the  alms- 
house. 

The  sum  of  6/.  per  annum  is  laid  out  in  fuel  and  bedding,  which  are  given  to 
the  most  deserving  of  the  second  poor. 

There  has  been  no  Sunday  school  in  this  parish  for  many  years,  so  that  the 
interest  of  the  50/.  could  not  have  that  application.  The  residue  has  been  be- 
stowed for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  instead  of  being  paid  to  the  person  reading 
prayers  at  the  almshouse. 

The  interest  of  the  10/.  given  by  Sarah  Warren,  and  the  interest  of  the  10/. 
given  by  Mary  Warren,  making  together  20/.  is  laid  out  in  bread,  and  distributed 
according  to  their  respective  wills. 


PARISH  OF  CHARLINCH. 

Florence  Baber’s  Charity. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  in  the  church,  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

“ Florence  Baber,  relict  of  Edward  Baber,  esq.  late  of  Rigilbury,  in  the 
parish  of  Chew  Magna,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  daughter  of  Roger 
Bourn,  esq.  of  Gothelney,  in  the  parish  of  Charlinch,  did,  by  her  last  will  and 
® testament, 
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testament,  in  writing,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  April  1713,  give,  devise  and  Charlinch. 

bequeath  unto  the  parish  of  Charlinch,  the  sum  of  100/.  of  lawful  British  money,  

for  ever,  to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  increase  and  profit  thereof  to  be  riorence  Baber’s 
employed  in  binding  out  poor  children  apprentices  to  some  honest  calling,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  ^ ^ ^ . 

Charlinch  aforesaid.” 

This  sum  of  100/.  was  for  a great  many  years  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Egmont,  but  has  been  lately  paid  by  the  present  earl,  and  vested  in  the 
Bridgewater  savings  bank,  in  the  names  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

The  interest  of  this  money  has  been  applied,  whenever  it  has  amounted  by 
accumulations  to  a sum  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  in  apprenticing  a poor  child 
of  this  parish,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

Anne  Bourne’s  Charity.  * 

Upon  a benefaction  table  in  the  church,  recently  put  up,  it  is  stated,  that  Anne  Bourne’s 
A?inc  Bourne  gave,  by  her  will,  the  sum  of  2/.  105.  per  annum,  charged  on  land,  Charity, 
which  she  directed  to  be  vested  in  the  minister,  for  the  benefit  of  poor  widows. 

This  sum  of  2/.  105.  per  annum  is  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the 
parish,  by  the  tenant  of  an  estate  in  the  parish,  called  Goche  Cley,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Charles  Gore  is  the  proprietor.  It  is  distributed  by  the  churchwardens 
among  poor  widows,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  minister. 

The  Charities  of  Sir  John  Malet,  John  Taylor,  and 
Ursula  Boldey. 

The  above  three  charities  are  thus  expressed  on  the  benefaction  table  before 
mentioned  : — ■ 

“ Sir  Jolm  Malet,  knight,  gave,  by  will,  the  sum  of  21/.  I5.  4</.  in  money,  to 
be  vested  in  the  overseers,  in  order  to  raise  a stock  for  the  poor. 

“ John  Taylor,  clerk,  gave,  by  will,  the  sum  of  20/.  in  money,  to  be  vested  in 
the  overseers  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

“ Ursula  Boldey  gave  by  will  the  sum  of  .5/.  in  money,  to  be  vested  in  the 
overseers  for  the  use  of  the  poor.” 

The  sum  of  3/.  is  annually  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  above-mentioned  estate, 
called  Goche  Cley,  on  account  of  these  three  charities,  to  the  churchwardens 
of  this  parish,  who  distribute  the  same,  with  the  sanction  of  the  minister,  among 
poor  and  distressed  persons  of  the  parish,  who  do  not  constantly  receive  relief 
from  the  parish,  and  are  recommended  by  the  respectability  of  their  character. 


The  Charities  of 
Sir  John  Malet, 
and  others. 


PARISH  OF  FIDDINGTON. 

John  Grove’s  Charity. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  SOth  August  1705,  between  John  Grove,  of  the  one 
part;  and  John  Walker  and  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said 
John  Grove  had  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Walker  and  others,  the 
sum  of  .50 1. ; it  was  declared,  that  the  said  money  was  so  deposited,  to  the  intent 
that  the  same  might  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  or  tenements,  in  fee 
simple,  to  be  made  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  John  Grove,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  said  John  Walker  and  others,  upon  trust,  that  they,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  should  yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof^  bind  and  place  out 
as  an  apprentice  one  poor  boy  of  the  parish  of  Fiddington,  to  some  honest  and 
discreet  person,  using  the  trade  of  a clothworker,  or  some  other  trade  belonging 
to  the  woollen  manufacture ; and  if  there  should  be  any  overplus  of  the  said 
monies  after  such  apprenticing,  or  if  there  should  be  no  poor  boy  in  any  year 
fit  to  be  placed  out  apprentice,  that  then  they  should  lay  out  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  premises  in  woollen  cloth,  for  the  clothing  of  such  of  the  poor  of  the 
said  parish  of  Fiddington,  as  should  not  receive  parish  alms,  or  be  otherwise 
chargeable  to  the  said  parish ; It  then  provides  for  a just  accounting  for  the 
said  rents  and  profits  by  the  said  trustees  to  the  minister,  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  said  parish ; and  that  if  the  trustees  should  not  agree  in  the 
mode  of  disposal  thereof,  that  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  should 
have  the  whole  power  ; and  it  was  further  directed,  that  when  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  four,  the  survivors  should,  at  the  request  of  the  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  convey  the  premises  so  to  be  purchased,  to  eight 
Rep.  15.  Z z 3 other 
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other  persons,  as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  think  fit  to  be  trustees 
thereof ; and  that  until  such  purchase  should  be  made,  the  said  50/.  should  be 
lent  out  at  interest,  on  such  securities  as  the  said  trustees,  together  with  the 
minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  should  think  fit. 

The  above  50/.  was  never  laid  out  in  land,  but  has  been  lent  on  private  security 
ever  since.  The  family  of  the  Scores,  long  settled  in  the  neighbourhood,  have, 
as  far  back  as  can  be  now  traced,  held  the  50/.  in  their  hands,  upon  an  under- 
taking to  pay  interest  for  the  same.  The  interest  has  been  at  the  rate  of  four 
and  a half  per  cent  for  some  years. 

It  appears  that  formerly  there  have  been  securities  given  for  this  money,  by 
bond  or  otherwise,  by  the  persons  holding  the  same,  but  at  present  there  is  no 
such  security. 

The  trustees  of  this  charity  have  been  continued  down  by  successive  appoint- 
ments till  the  })resent  time  j and  there  are  now  three  trustees  surviving,  viz. ; 
James  Knight,  Thomas  Gill  Godfrey,  and  William  Silke,  though  the  interest  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  applied  by  them,  but  by  the  family  of  the  Scores,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  discretion,  in  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  either  in 
clothes  or  money.  This  has  been  hitherto  the  practice ; but  it  is  understood, 
that  Mr.  John  Score,  in  whose  hands  the  50/.  now  is,  is  disposed  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  whenever  it  may  be  called  for. 


PARISH  OF  SPAXTON. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Cooke’s  Charities. 

Joseph  Cooke,  of  Spaxton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  clerk,  by  his  will,  dated 
19th  July  I7O8,  gave  unto  Nathaniel  Palmer,  and  others  therein  named, 
all  his  lands  of  inheritance,  and  all  and  singular  his  messuages,  and  several 
pieces  of  land,  which  he  held  and  enjoyed,  either  in  his  own  possession, 
or  in  the  possession  of  any  other  person  or  persons  to  his  use;  to  hold  to 
them  and  their  successors,  to  be  chosen  according  to  his  said  will,  for  1,000 
years,  at  a pepper  corn  rent,  in  trust,  out  of  the  rents  of  his  said  lands,  to  pay 
25.  Gf/.  a week  to  Elizabeth  Freeman,  during  her  life,  for  the  teaching  of  15 
poor  children  of  the  said  parish  of  Spaxton  ; and  after  her  decease  to  choose 
another  person  to  teach  the  said  poor  children  for  the  same  25.  Qd.  per  week, 
and  so  from  time  to  time  during  the  said  term. 

And  the  said  testator  directed  the  said  trustees  to  choose  six  poor  inhabitants, 
born  in  the  parish  of  Spaxton,  and  known  to  have  lived  an  honest,  civil  and 
laborious  life,  and  to  have  constantly  resorted  to  the  church  to  hear  divine  ser- 
vice, and  who  should,  upon  examination,  be  able  to  give  a tolerable  account  of 
their  Christian  faith,  and  to  pay  to  every  of  them  25.  weekly,  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  said  lands. 

The  testator  then  nominated  the  first  six  persons  who  were  to  receive  the  25. 
a-week,  according  to  the  direction  of  his  said  will,  and  the  feoffees,  as  they  died, 
were  to  choose  other  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  number  of  six 
poor  people  might  be  kept  full  during  the  said  term  ; and  he  further  directed, 
that  if  any  of  the  said  poor  people  so  chosen  should  be  found  afterwards  guilty 
of  drunkenness,  theft,  swearing,  quarrelling,  or  any  such  like  crime,  or  should 
not  constantly  frequent  the  parish  church,  the  feoffees  were  to  deprive  such 
offender  of  the  said  weekly  maintenance,  and  to  make  choice  of  some  other 
person  of  the  same  parish,  who  had  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes. 

And  he  further  directed  his  said  trustees  to  elect  two  hopeful  young 
scholars,  born  and  inhabiting  within  the  deanery  of  Bridgewater,  such  as 
were  fitted  for  the  university,  and  to  pay  to  each  of  them  an  annuity  of  5/. 
a-year,  for  the  term  of  seven  years  after  their  election,  provided  they  constantly 
resided  in  the  university  of  Oxford,  and  diligently  applied  themselves  to  the 
study  of  good  learning  in  some  college  or  hall  in  the  said  university,  they  bring- 
ing every  year  a certificate  from  the  governors  of  the  said  college  or  hall  of 
their  civility  and  study  ; and  he  directed  the  said  feoffees,  in  the  election,  to 
make  choice  of  the  sons  of  poor  ministers,  in  the  said  deanery,  before  others,  if 
they  should  be  equally  qualified  ; and  upon  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of 
seven  years,  or  at  the  death,  non-residence,  non-proficiency,  or  ill  behaviour  of 
the  said  two  scholars,  or  either  of  them,  the  trustees  were  to  choose  others,  qua- 
lified as  before,  to  receive  the  said  annuity,  and  so  toties  quoties. 


And 
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And  he  allowed  305.  yearly  to  be  laid  out  in  a banquet  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  feoffees  and  the  said  six  poor  people  ; and  if  there  should  be  any  overplus 
of  the  said  rents,  he  appointed  his  feoffees  to  put  the  same  out  at  interest,  until 
it  should  amount  to  a sum  great  enough  to  be  bestowed  in  erecting  an  hospital, 
upon  a tenement  which  he  had  lately  purchased,  called  Greenfield’s  Tenement, 
in  which  the  said  six  poor  people  might  dwell  ; and  after  such  liospital  should 
be  built,  he  directed  the  said  feoffees  to  make  choice  of  a civil,  honest  poor 
man,  of  the  said  parish  of  Spaxton,  that  was  able  to  read,  and  place  him  in  a 
convenient  room  of  the  said  house,  to  read  prayers  twice  every  day  to  the  said 
six  poor  people,  and  to  pay  such  reader  45.  a week  ; the  said  poor  people  to 
forfeit  a penny  for  non-attendance  at  such  prayer  ; and  that  out  of  the  overplus 
of  the  said  rents  (if  any]  he  directed  the  feoffees  to  bestow  so  much  thereof  in 
gowns  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  said  poor  people,  as  they  the  said 
feoffees  in  their  wisdom  should  think  fit  and  convenient;  and  in  case  any  three 
of  the  said  feoffees  should  happen  to  die,  the  remaining  feoffees  should  convey  the 
land  to  three  other  feoffees,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid,  and  so  from  time  to  time. 

He  then  gave  to  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Carlisle,  all  the  lands  he  had  lately 
purchased  of  Mr.  John  Day  and  Seagers,  to  hold  to  him  for  his  life,  and  to 
Mary  Carlisle,  the  tenement  and  lands  late  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Dun- 
ning, for  her  life  ; and  he  further  gave  to  Henry  Carlisle,  all  the  tenement  he 
had  purchased  of  Thomas  Glover,  for  his  life,  subject  as  therein  mentioned;  and 
he  gave  half  of  his  books  to  the  said  Henry  Carlisle,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
feoffees,  to  be  disposed  of  to  charitable  uses ; and  his  will  was,  that  the  lands 
therein  before  given  to  Henry  Carlisle  and  Mary  Carlisle,  for  their  lives  as 
aforesaid,  should  after  their  several  deceases  go  to  the  said  feoffees,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  according  to  the  directions  in  his  said  will. 

By  a codicil  to  his  said  will,  dated  23d  July  1708,  the  said  testator,  after  con- 
firming his  said  will,  further  gave  and  devised  all  his  lands  of  inheritance,  and 
all  other  his  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  estates  whatsoever  in  fee  simple, 
or  for  any  term  or  terms  of  years,  whereof  he  stood  seised  or  possessed,  in  his 
said  will  mentioned,  (except  what  he  had  otherwise  given  to  other  particular 
persons  in  his  said  will),  to  his  said  trustees,  therein  named  ; to  hold  the  same  to 
them,  their  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  for  the  several  uses  and  under  the 
several  trusts  specified  in  his  said  last  will ; and  if  there  should  be  any  surplus- 
age after  all  the  trusts  in  his  said  will  mentioned  should  be  fully  settled,  and 
after  all  the  poor  were  provided  for,  in  manner  and  form  as  in  his  said  will  was 
directed,  he  gave  and  devised  all  that  surplusage  which  should  remain  over  of 
his  estate,  to  the  said  Henry  Carlisle,  whom  he  appointed  executor  of  his  said 
will  and  codicil. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  9th  July  I7IO,  made  in  a suit 
wherein  Henry  Carlisle  was  the  plaintiff,  and  Nathaniel  Palmer  and  others, 
(being  the  trustees  named  in  the  said  will),  defendants,  it  was  ordered  and  de- 
creed, that  the  said  will  and  codicil  should  stand  and  be  performed,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  should  be  let  into  the  management  of  the  said  estates,  subject  to  the 
trusts  of  the  said  will,  and  that  the  rents  of  the  said  charity  lands  should  be  col- 
lected and  accounted  for  as  the  will  directed  ; and  the  trustees  were  directed  to 
see  that  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  estate  to  them  devised,  the  several 
charities  should  be  paid  and  performed,  and  that  the  overplus  which  should  re- 
main of  the  rents  and  profits  of’ the  said  trust  estates,  after  the  several  payments 
made  thereout,  as  the  will  directed,  should  be  put  out  at  interest,  in  such  manner 
as  should  be  approved  of  by  one  of  the  Masters  of  that  court,  until  such  over- 
plus, and  the  interest  and  produce  thereof,  should  be  sufficient  to  build  an 
hospital  of  stone  in  the  place  mentioned  in  the  will,  wherein  six  poor  people,  as 
therein  described,  might  dwell ; and  the  said  Master  was  directed  to  certify  what 
sum  of  money  would  be  necessary  and  convenient  to  be  allowed  for  the  building 
of  such  hospital,  and  that  the  same  when  raised  should  be  laid  out  accordingly 
by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being ; and  it  w'as  further  ordered,  that  the  said 
trustees  should,  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  money  arising  by  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  charity  lands,  after  the  payment  of  the  said  several  charities,  and 
building  of  the  said  hospital,  pay  the  person  reading  prayers  the  charities  given 
him  by  the  said  will,  and  buy  gowns  and  other  necessaries  for  the  said  six  poor 
people,  viz.;  necessary  fire  and  candles,  and  stockings  and  shoes  to  each  of  them, 
as  therein  mentioned  ; and  it  was  further  ordered,  that  five  of  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being  should  be  a quorum,  and  sufficient  to  act  in  the  said  trust ; and 
that  when  three  of  the  trustees  should  happen  to  die,  the  surviving  trustees,  or 
Rep.  15.  Z z 4 the 
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the  major  part  of  them,  should  elect  three  other  persons  to  be  trustees  in  their 
room,  and  so  from  time  to  time. 

The  trustees  appear  to  have  been  renewed  from  time  to  time,  and  the  present 
surviving  trustees  are  Sir  John  P.  P.  Aekland,  bart.  Jeffery  Allen,  esquire,  John 
Evered,  esquire,  Wyndham  Goodden,  esquire,  and  Charles  Kemys  Kemys 
Tynte,  esquire. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  trustees  have  themselves  received  the  several  sums 
payable  on  account  of  these  charities  from  the  owners  of  the  lands,  or  acted  in 
the  trusts  thereof,  but  such  owners  have  by  themselves,  or  by  their  agent, 
carried  the  charity  into  effect.  There  is  a school  now  carried  on  in  the 
parish  of  Spaxton,  wherein  15  poor  children  are  taught  by  a schoolmistress  ap- 
pointed by  the  trustees,  and  as  far  back  as  any  of  the  parishioners  remember 
this  school,  appears  to  have  been  kept  up.  The  schoolmistress  receives  regularly 
25.  6</.  a week  from  Mrs.  Yorke,  who  is  now  the  proprietor  of  the  lands,  or  her 
agent. 

It  appears  by  a book,  called  the  Spaxton  Charity  Account  Book,  in  the  hands 
of  Mrs.  Yorke,  that  the  hospital  was  built  about  a century  ago,  from  which 
time  it  has  been  occupied  by  six  poor  persons,  who  have  received  Q,s.  a 
week  each,  and  that  the  80s.  per  annum,  allowed  for  what  is  called  the  Civil 
Banquet,  in  the  will,  has  for  many  years  been  laid  out  in  provisions  for  the  poor 
people. 

There  is  a person  living  in  one  of  the  apartments,  whose  business  it  is  to 
read  prayers  to  the  poor  people,  as  directed  by  the  will,  and  who  receives  45.  a 
week,  as  thereby  directed. 

There  are  also  at  present  five  women  and  one  man,  besides  the  reader,  in  the 
hospital ; the  women  are  provided  with  a gown  and  a pair  of  stockings  and 
shoes  every  year,  and  the  men  are  each  allowed  95.  a year  to  purchase  their 
coats.  Fuel  and  candles  are  allowed  to  each  person  in  the  hospital,  except  the 
reader. 

There  are  usually  two  exhibitioners  at  Oxford,  appointed  by  the  trustees 
receiving  the  benefit  of  this  charity,  although  it  has  sometimes  happened,  that 
no  object  of  the  bounty  had  been  presented  to  the  proprietor  of  the  estate  by 
the  trustees;  but  whenever  a fit  object  has  been  presented,  the  5/.  per  annum 
has  been  paid,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will.  At  present,  there  is  no 
person  at  college  receiving  this  exhibition,  but  an  application  has  lately  been 
made  to  the  trustees  for  one.  When  the  5 /.  has  not  been  called  for,  Mrs.  Yorke 
has  applied  it  to  the  comforts  of  the  poor  people,  by  giving  them  additional 
relief. 

The  Poor’s  Land. 

The  parish  of  Spaxton  has  been  for  a long  time,  and  now  is  in  possession  of 
an  estate,  consisting  of  a messuage  or  tenement  at  Merridge,  situate  within  the 
said  parish,  known  by  the  name  of  Parish  Land  or  Poor’s  Land,  with  a garden 
and  two  orchards,  containing  together  about  half  an  acre,  and  several  closes  of 
land  annexed  to  the  messuage,  viz. ; a close  of  arable,  called  Tap  Close  ; a close 
of  arable,  called  Little  Close,  containing  together  five  acres  ; a close  of  arable, 
called  Furzey  Close,  containing  six  acres;  a close  called  Broom  Close,  con- 
taining five  acres  ; a close  of  arable  land,  called  the  Four  Acres,  containing  four 
acres  ; a close  of  meadow,  called  Ingram  Mead,  containing  two  acres ; a close 
of  pasture,  called  Barn  Close,  containing  four  acres;  and  another  close  of 
pasture,  called  the  Two  Acres,  containing  two  acres,  which  premises  amount 
in  the  whole  to  twenty-eight  acres  and  a half,  by  estimation. 

The  earliest  deed  of  feoffment  relating  to  this  estate,  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  parish,  is  dated  24th  December  1691  ; whereby  the  above  mentioned  pre- 
mises were  conveyed  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  to  permit  and  suffer  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Spaxton,  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  to 
receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  and  according  to  their  dis- 
cretion, and  at  their  election,  to  bestow  and  distribute  the  same  in  money,  or 
in  good  wholesome  food,  or  convenient  clothing  and  apparel,  unto  such  and  so 
many  of  the  poor,  aged  and  impotent  inhabitants  of  Spaxton,  according  to  such 
measure  and  proportion,  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  think  the 
most  worthy,  deserving  and  necessitous  objects  of  the  charity,  whether  they 
should  be  the  poorest,  or  most  aged  and  impotent,  or  in  adversity  or  in  distress 
by  sickness,  or  by  accident,  or  by  having  a numerous  family  of  children  or 
otherwise  ; and  that  they  should,  upon  request  made  by  the  trustees,  render  a 
just  and  perfect  account  of  all  the  rents  by  them  received,  and  how'  and  in 
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what  manner  bestowed  and  employed,  and  to  what  number  of  poor,  aged  and 
impotent  persons  of  Spaxton  distributed. 

And  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  all  deceased  but  four,  then  the  survi- 
vors should  convey  the  said  premises  to  fourteen  or  a greater  number  of  other 
persons,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  before  mentioned. 

^ Some  years  after  the  date  of  the  said  indenture,  a sum  of  ISO/.,  which  appears 
to  have  been  an  accumulation  of  the  produce  of  the  said  lands,  was  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  an  estate,  situate  at  Merridge  Cross,  which  by  indentures  of  2d  and  3d 
December  1719,  was  conveyed  to  the  trustees  above  mentioned,  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid,  and  consisted  of  a messuage  and  tenement  called  Water  Pits,  with 
two  orchards,  containing  together,  about  an  acre  ; a close  of  land  called  Broom- 
field Hill  Close,  containing  five  acres ; a close  of  land  called  the  Three  Acres, 
containing  three  acres ^ a close  called  Darch’s  Close,  containing  three  acres; 
a close  called  the  Twm  Acres,  containing  two  acres;  and  a close  of  pasture 
called  Cow  Close,  containing  five  acres  ; amounting  in  the  w'hole  to  19  acres,  or 
thereabouts. 

An  information  was,  in  or  about  the  year  1761,  filed  by  His  Majesty's  then 
Attorney  General,  on  behalf  of  the  parish,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  against 
the  trustees  of  the  said  charity,  praying  that  the  charity  might  be  established, 
and  that  an  account  might  be  taken  of  the  charity  estates,  and  for  the  directions 
of  that  court  respecting  the  said  charity. 

By  a decree  of  the  said  court,  dated  28th  June  1768,  it  was  declared,  that 
the  rents  of  the  charity  estate  ought  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Spaxton,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  such  parish, 
according  to  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said  indenture,  of  24th  December  1691, 
and  the  number  of  .trustees  being  then  reduced  to  one,  it  was  thereby  referred 
to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court,  to  appoint  thirteen  new  trustees,  to  whom 
the  survivor,  William  Yorke,  was  directed  to  convey  the  said  estates  ; and  it 
was  further  ordered,  that  the  trustees  should  for  the  future  be  restricted  from 
leasing  the  said  charity  estates,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  lives,  or  terms  of  years 
determinable  with  lives,  by  way  of  fine  and  reserved  rent,  and  from  renewing 
the  subsisting  leases,  but  that  they  should  be  at  liberty  to  let  the  same  upon 
leases  for  21  years,  at  rack  rent. 

Since  the  said  order,  the  trustees  have  been  continued  by  successive  appoint- 
ments and  conveyances  to  the  present  time,  the  last  of  such  conveyances  being 
dated  13th  July  1816,  under  which  indenture  the  surviving  trustees  now  are. 
Sir  John  Palmer  Acland,  John  Evered,  esquire,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woollan,  vicar  of 
Bridgewater,  Peregrine  Palmer  Acland,  esquire,  Jefferys  Allen,  esquire,  Thomas 
Poole,  esquire,  of  Nether  Stowey,  Joseph  Jefferys,  of  Barford  House,  Francis 
Poole,  esquire,  the  Reverend  John  Poole,  rector  of  Enmore,  and  the  Reverend 
Dr.  JeflTery. 

The  estates  are  now  vested  in  the  above  named  trustees. 

The  poor’s  land  contained  in  the  first  mentioned  indenture,  is  now  let  to 
Thomas  Starkey,  at  a rent  of  27/.  as  tenant  from  year  to  year. 

The  land  called  Water  Pits,  subsequently  purchased,  as  above  mentioned,  is 
let  to  John  Porter,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  rent  of  21 1. 

The  present  annual  income  of  the  said  estates,  amounts  in  the  whole  to  48  L 
which  is  received  by  the  parish  officers,  under  a power  of  attorney  from  the 
trustees.  The  parish  officers,  before  distributing  the  rents,  make  out  a list  of 
persons  whom  they  deem  fit  objects  to  receive  the  bounty,  which  they  pre- 
sent at  a meeting  of  the  trustees,  together  with  the  minister,  and  some  of  the 
substantial  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  for  their  approbation. 

The  rents  are- distributed  in  various  sums  from  55.  to  2/.  each,  according  to 
the  exigency  of  each  case,  with  a due  regard  to  the  character  of  the  persons 
relieved. 


Spaxtoti. 
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PARISH  OF  STOGURSEY. 

The  Almshouse. 

The  original  instrument  by  which  this  charity  was  founded,  is  not  now  in  Stogursey. 

the  possession  of  the  parish ; but  by  an  old  feoffhient  made  upon  the  creation  of  

new  trustees,  dated  20th  July  I6l9,  the  estates  belonging  to  the  support  of  this  Almshouse, 
almshouse,  apj)ear  to  have  come  from  one  IVilUarn  Paiilett,  of  Bere,  esquire,  who 
is  therein  stated  to  have  been  the  first  founder  of  the  said  almshouse.  By  that 
Rep.  15.  3 A feoffment. 
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feoffment,  the  almshouse,  together  vvith  the  lands  and  hereditaments  belonging 
thereto,  were  conveyed  to  Sir  Francis  Rogers  and  others,  to  hold  to  them  and 
their  heirs  as  trustees  thereof ; and  it  was  thereby  provided,  that  no  poor  person 
should  be  admitted  into  the  said  almshouse,  but  by  general  consent  of  the  whole 
or  of  the  greater  number  of  the  said  trustees,  or  of  five  of  them,  and  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  feoffees  from  time  to  time,  to  put  out  any  of  the  poor 
people  placed  therein,  as  aforesaid,  upon  any  just  occasion  of  midemeanor,  or 
bad  behaviour,  or  refusal  to  do,  if  in  health,  or  ability  of  body,  according  to  the 
ordinances  of  the  house,  viz. ; at  six  o’clock,  morning  and  evening,  every  day, 
one  of  the  poor  in  their  turns,  to  ring  the  almshouse  bell,  for  the  space  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour;  and  that  they  then  should  assemble  together,  to  make  their 
prayers  and  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God ; and  that  such  poor  as  should 
happen  to  die  in  the  said  house,  should  leave  their  goods  and  implements  of 
household  stuff  as  they  found  them  in  the  said  house,  and  the  same  should  be 
delivered  to  the  next  succeeding  to  their  room.  The  same  deed  then  provides 
for  an  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  on  the  4th  of  October,  upon  some  part  of 
the  almshouse  land,  there  and  then  to  hold  a court,  and  order  and  determine  of 
all  matters  concerning  the  almshouse  and  poor,  and  to  take  account  of  the  bai- 
liff, for  the  yearly  gathering  of  the  rents  and  monies  due  to  the  use  of  the  poor: 
And  it  was  further  provided,  that  such  money  as  should  from  time  to  time  be 
made  of  the  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  said  almshouse,  should  be 
employed  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  house,  for  the  increase  of  their 
yearly  maintenance,  as  should  seem  best  to  the  said  feoffees ; and  that  all  secu- 
rities for  money  and  other  writings  belonging  to  the  said  almshouse,  should  be 
put  up  into  the  chest  among  the  evidences ; and  further,  that  there  should  be 
yearly  chosen  one  of  the  feoffees,  with  the  consent  of  the  rest  there  present, 
to  be  put  in  trust,  unto  whom  might  be  delivered  a competent  portion  of  m.oney 
to  supply  any  extreme  necessity  of  the  poor,  and  also  for  the  needful  repara- 
tions of  the  said  almshouse  the  year  following,  who  was  to  give  an  account  of 
the  use  of  the  monies  so  delivered  to  him,  and  deliver  the  overplus  at  the  said 
court,  to  the  said  feoffees  then  present ; the  deed  then  provides,  that  the  muni- 
ments and  writings  should  be  safely  kept  by  the  feoffees,  in  the  chest  anciently 
provided  for  that  purpose,  to  which  there  were  three  locks  and  keys,  in  some 
safe  custody,  in  one  of  the  tenants  houses  belonging  to  the  said  almshouse,  the 
keys  to  be  severally  kept  by  three  of  the  feoffees,  that  were  not  far  off  inhabiting 
from  the  said  house  ; and  lastly,  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  number  of  the 
feoffees  should  be  reduced  to  five,  new  feoffees  should  be  chosen  by  consent  of 
the  feoffees  then  living,  to  whom  a new  feoffment  should  be  made. 

In  a memorial  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  for  registering  Charitable 
Donations,  made  about  the  year  1814,  there  is  the  following  description  of  the 
almshouse,  and  of  the  several  lands  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  same: 

“ In  the  parish  of  Stogursey : — The  said  almshouse,  and  the  garden  and 
appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  containing  together  19  perches,  more  or  less ; 
a messuage  and  garden,  called  Yeat  House,  containing  33  perches,  now  in  the 
holding  and  possession  of  John  Hex,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  99  years 
determinable  on  his  death,  under  the  yearly  conventionary  rent  of  12^.  and  2s.  6d.' 
for  an  heriot ; a messuage  or  dwelling  house,  garden  and  orchard  thereto 
belonging,  in  Lime-street,  containing  1r.  & 26p.  now  in  the  holding  of  Thomas 
Webb,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  99  years,  determinable  on  the  deaths  of 
Thomas  Webb,  William  Webb,  and  Elizabeth  Webb,  and  the  last  survivor  of 
them,  under  the  yearly  conventionary  rent  of  10^. ; a messuage  or  dwelling- 
house,  and  garden  thereto  belonging,  on  the  north  side  of  the  market  place  in 
Stogursey,  containing  20  perches,  now  in  the  holding  of  Thomas  Gore,  for  the 
remainder  of  a term  of  99  years,  determinable  on  the  deaths  of  Thomas  Gore 
and  John  Gore,  and  the  last  survivor  of  them,  under  the  yearly  conventionary 
rentofV'J-  and  for  an  heriot ; a messuage  or  dwelling  house,  blacksmith’s 
shop  and  garden  thereto  belonging,  in  High-street,  containing  20  perches,  now 
in  the  holding  of  John  Browning,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  99  years,  deter- 
minable on  the  death  of  John  Browning,  under  the  yearly  conventionary  rent  of 
105. ; two  closes  of  meadow  land,  called  Great  Meadow  and  Little  Meadow, 
containing  3 a.  & 1 p.  let  at  rack  rent  to  Mary  Leversha  ; a close  of  arable  land, 
called  Varrington’s,  containing  1a.  & p.  let  at  rack  rent  to  Mary  Leversha  ; 
three  closes  or  parcels  of  meadow  or  pasture  land  at  Durborow,  containing 
2a.  3r.  25 p.  let  at  rack  rent  to  Thomas  Clarke ; four  several  closes  of  meadow 
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and  pasture  land,  called  Townsend  Ground,  containing  12a.  & 39p.  now  in  the  , Stogursey. 

possession  of  the  personal  representatives  of  James  Stodden,  deceased  ; a close  

of  pasture  land,  called  Stodden’s  Two  Acres,  and  the  garden  adjoining ; and  ^cont^ued'^^^ 

a close  of  arable  land,  called  Three  Men’s  Land,  containing  together  1a.  & 3p.  . 

now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Tliomas  Gore.  In  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey ; — 

A close  of  meadow  land,  called  Mill  Mead,  containing  1a.  2r.  5p.  now  let  at 
rack  rent  to  Samuel  Chester  ; a close  of  meadow  land  in  South-lane,  containing 
I A.  & 31  p.  now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Thomas  Symes  ; two  acres  of  arable  land  at 
Redborough,  containing  together  7 a.  & 2p.  now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Robert 
Beadon  Buller;  a close  of  meadow  land,  called  the  Two  Acres,  adjoining  the  road 
leading  from  Stowey  to  Long  Cross,  containing  1 a.  2r.  19p.  now  let  at  rack  rent 
to  Robert  Beadon  Buller  ; a close  of  meadow  land,  near  the  last-mentioned 
close,  containing  1a.  & 33p.  now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Robert  Beadon  Buller  ; 
a close  of  meadow  land,  called  Ellpieces,  near  Claypitts,  containing  3 a.  3r.  23p. 
now  let  at  rack  rent  to  George  Paddock ; a small  orchard,  on  the  west  side  of 
Ellpieces,  called  Deer  Ditch  Orchard,  containing  1r.  &;  13p.  now  let  at  rack 
rent  to  Samuel  Scully  ; a close  of  meadow  land,  in  Deer  Ditch-lane,  containing 
1a.  & 9p.  ; a close  of  meadow  land,  called  Shesess  Close,  containing  1a.  2.  r.  35p. 
now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Philip  Thorne  ; a close  of  meadow  land,  called  Claypitts 
Paddock,  containing  1a.  3r.  3,5  p.  ; a close  of  meadow  land  adjoining,  containing 
3r.  & 1 p.  now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Thomas  Rawlins;  a messuage  or  dwelling- 
house,  with  the  court  and  garden  adjoining  and  belonging,  on  Castle  Hill,  con- 
taining 1r.  25p.  ; and  a plot  or  parcel  of  meadow  land,  lying  opposite  the  messuage 
or  dwelling-house,  containing  1 r.  & 29p.  now  in  the  holding  or  possession  of 
Edward  Sealy,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  99  years,  now  determinable  on  the 
death  of  one  life,  under  the  yearly  conventionary  rent  of  IO5.  and  13^.  4<d.  for 
an  heriot ; a messuage,  tenement,  and  burgage,  wdth  the  backside,  orchard  and 
garden  thereto  belonging  and  adjoining,  containing  1r.  & 18p.  now  in  the 
holding  or  possession  of  Robert  Woodhouse,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of 
99  years,  now  determinable  on  the  deaths  of  Robert  Woodhouse,  Elizabeth 
Charter,  and  William  Govett,  under  the  yearly  conventionary  rent  of  IO5. 

And  in  the  parish  of  Over  Stowey: — A close  or  parcel  of  arable  land,  called 
Buck  Stile,  containing  1a.  & 25  p.  now  let  at  rack  rent  to  Thomas  Poole.” 

And  in  the  same  memorial,  it  is  stated,  that  the  premises  were  then  free  from 
all  charges  and,  incumbrances  whatsoever,  and  that  the  gross  annual  income 
arising  therefrom  amounted  to  the  sum  of  136/.  8.S.  4c/.  or  thereabouts. 

There  are  in  the  hands  of  the  present  trustees,  several  feoffments  and  other 
deeds,  by  which  the  legal  title  to  the  said  hereditaments  is  regularly  deduced 
to  the  present  trustees.  The  last  deed  for  the  transfer  of  the  trust  property  is 
an  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  24th  October  1814,  whereby  the  lands  were 
conveyed  so  as  to  vest  the  same  in  the  then  surviving  feoffees,  and  those  newly 
appointed.  The  present  trustees  are.  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland,  bait.  John 
Evered,  esq.  the  Rev.  John  Mathew,  of  Kilver,  the  Rev.  John  Poole,  of  Enmore, 

Mr.  John  Govett,  of  Kilton,  Peregrine  Palmer  Pillmer  Acland,  of  Fairfield, 
esq.  Langley  Saint  Albyn,  of  Alfoxton,  esq.  Thomas  Poole,  of  Nether  Stowey, 
esq.  and  Thomas  Coombe,  of  North  Petherton,  gentleman. 

These  lands  do  not  appear  to  have  been  diminished  in  quantity  or  value,  or 
any  alteration  made  therein,  except  by  certain  exchanges  after  mentioned. 

The  feoffees  of  the  almshouse  being  seised  in  trust  of  an  undivided  moiety  of  ' 

a close  of  meadow'  or  pasture  in  South  Field,  in  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey, 
whereof  Sir  John  Acland  was  seised  of  the  other  undivided  moiety,  containing, 
by  estimation,  two  acres,  and  also  of  the  entirety  of  one  acre,  lying  in  common 
with  lands  of  the  said  Sir  John  Acland,  called  Adam’s  Acre ; and  Sir  John 
Acland  being  seised  in  fee  of  the  undivided  moiety  of  the  other  two  acres  in  the 
said  field,  called  South  Field,  whereof  the  trustees  were  seised  of  the  other 
undivided  moiety,  and  also  of  the  entirety  of  one  acre  of  meadow  or  pasture, 
lying  open  to  and  in  common  with  lands  belonging  to  the  said  almshouse,  in  the 
parish  of  Stogursey  ; an  exchange  was  made  between  them,  by  an  indenture, 
dated  the  1st  January  1790,  so  as  to  vest  in  the  trustees  the  entirety  of  the  two. 
acres  in  South  Field,  and  to  give  them  also  the  possession  of  one  acre,  which 
had  belonged  to  Sir  John  Acland,  and  which  lay  intermixed  with  their  own. 
lands.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  land  exchanged  is  stated  to  be  equal. 

Another  exchange  was  made,  by  a deed  dated  17th  January  1796,  by  the 
feoffees  of  the  almshouse,  with  Mr.  Thomas  Poole,  of  half  an  acre  belonging  to 
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Stogursey.  trustees,  which  lay  detached  from  the  rest  of  their  property,  to  the  said 

The  Almshouse  Thomas  Poolc  ; in  cojisideration  whereof,  he  conveyed  to  the  said  feoffees  two 
continued.  ’ roods  and  twelve  perches  of  land,  lyii\^  in  tiie  midst  of  the  almshouse  property  ; 

' f which  exchange  is  considered  for  the  benefit  of  the  almshouse. 


A recent  exchange  has  also  been  made  between  the  trustees  of  the  charity 
and  Edward  Scaly,  esq.  by  an  indenture,  dated  l'2th  November  1819,  whereby 
the  said  feoffees  granted  the  reversion  in  fee,  upon  one  life,  in  a messuage,  tene- 
ment  and  garden,  containing  about  half  an  acre,  in  Nether  Stowey ; in  consi- 
deration whereof,  and  of  a sum  of  15/.  the  said  Edward  Sealy  conveyed  to  the 
said  feoffees  the  reversion  in  fee,  determinable  also  upon  tlie  same  life,  of  a close 
of  meadow,  situate  near  Bridgewater,  containing  four  acres,  wdiich  was  then  let 
at  the  rent  of  20  guineas  per  annum. 

This  exchange  also  appears  to  have  been  beneficial  to  the  charity. 

A small  part  of  the  charity'  estate,  consisting  of  a cottage  and  garden,  has  been 
for  a long  course  of  years  let  upon  lives  ; but  no  renewal  of  such  lease  has  taken 
place  since  the  year  1797;  attd  it  is  stated  to  be  the  intention  of  the  trustees  to 
iet  the  same  fall  in,  and  then  to  let  tlie  said  cottage  and  garden  upon  short  terms 
at  rack  rent ; and  with  respect  to  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  charity,  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  trustees  to  let  it  in  future  by  auction. 
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All  the  rest  of  the  estates  are  let  at  rack  rent,  upon  leases  which  contain  the 
usual  covenants  for  good  husbandry.  Ck 

Below  is  a rental  of  the  estate  for  1823,  showing  the  amount  of  the  net  produce 
,M)f  the  present  lands: — i 
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A sum  of  money,  belonging  to  this  charity,  having  been  left  in  the  bands  of 
the  late  Mr.  John  Govett,  application  was  made  to  his  representatives  for  the 
payment  of  it,  which  they  resisted;  in  consequence  of  which,  a suit  was. after- 
wards instituted  by  the  trustees  against  the  executors,  which  terminated  in 
a compromise,  by  wliich  the  charity  obtained,  under  an  order  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  the  payment  of  200/.,  which  200/.  with  legal  interest,  is  now  secured 
to  the  charity  by  a note  of  hand,  in  which  all  the  the  representatives  of  the  said 
Mr.  Govett  have  joined  ; but  out  of  this  200/.,  the  trustees  will  have  to  {.jay 
their  own  costs,  and  the  costs  of  Sir  John  Ackland,  who  was  made  a defendant 
in  the  suit. 


a total  annual  amount  of  - - - - 

Ths  other  expenses  attending  the  almshouse,  are  ^ 
as  follows  : — 

The  repairs,  at  an  average,  about  - - _ 

The  land-tax  for  the  almshouse  - 
The  receiver’s  salary  - . _ . . 

The  surgeon’s  d°  - - - - 

The  occasional  expenditure  in  clothes,  about 
Goals,  and  the  carriage  of  them,  about 
Funeral  expenses,  about  _ _ _ . 

Sundry  small  expenses,  about  - _ _ 

Making  an  annual  expenditure  of  - 
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At  the  last  audit,  which  was  held  4th  October  1824,  an  account  w'as  mad© 
out,  and  signed  by  five  of  the  trustees,  whereby  the  balance  in  hand  appealed 
to  be  370/.  185.  5 d.\  but  this  balance  was  likely  to  be  nearly  exhausted,  by  the 
application  of  a great  part  of  it  for  the  repairs  of  a house  lately  fallen  into  hand. 
Mr.  Peregrine  Palmer  Acland,  of  Fairfield  House,  acts  as  the  treasurer,  and  is 
accountable  to  the  trust  for  the  balance.  Mr.  John  Sims,  of  Nether  Stowey, 
who  died  above  five  years  ago,  was  the  steward  of  this  charity,  as  well  as  of  Maud 
Stodden’s  charity,  which  will  be  next  reported.  Mr.  Sims  died  insolvent,  so 
that  the  balance  in  his  hands  was  not  forthcoming  at  his  death.  The  monies 
remaining  in  his  hands  unaccounted  for,  belonging  to  both  the  charities,  W'as 
233/.  155.  or  thereabouts,  subject  to  his  claim  for  his  salary  thereout,  as 
receiver,  of  tw'elve  guineas  a year. 

139/  6s.  3d.  was  the  balance  in  Sir  John  Acland’s  hands;  but  the  same  has 
been  increased,  by  the  addition  of  interest  which  Sir  John  has  charged  him- 
self  with,  to  the  sum  of  201  /.  18  5.  5d.  which  sum  he  has  paid  into  Mess.  Stuckey 
and  Co.’s  hank,  at  Bridgewater,  with  directions  to  them  to  pay  it  into  the 
Bridgewater  Savings  Bank,  as  trust-money,  to  the  account  of  the  feoffees  of  th» 
Stogursey  almshouse. 

The  almshouse  originally  consisted  of  six  dwellings,  each  dwelling  containing 
three  apartments,  five  were  inhabited  by  poor  women,  and  one  by  the  man  who 
rings  the  bell  for  prayers,  in  pursuance  of  the  will  ; but  in  1821,  the  trustees 
thought  fit,  out  of  the  balance  in  their  hands,  to  build  an  additional  almshouse, 
containing  three-dwellings,  each  also  consisting  of  three  apartments,  which  are 
inhabited  by  three  persons,  who  find  their  own  furniture,  except  blankets  and 
sheets,  which  the  trustees  supply.  Each  person  has  a little  slip  of  ground, 
which  they  are  allowed  to  cultivate  as  a,  garden. 

The  almshouse  is  superintended  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Acland,  of  Fairfield  House. 


Maud  Stodden’s  Charity. 

Maud  Stodden,  by  her  will,  dated  l6th  August  1727>  after  disposing  of  some 
pecuniary  legacies,  devised  unto  Sarah  Bourne,  Willianv  Poole,  and  Thomas 
Poole,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  her  lands  of  inheritance,  situate  in 
Shurton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  or  elsewhere,  in  the  said  county,  upon  trust, 
that  they,  the  said  trustees,  should  suffer  her,  tiie  said  testatrix’s  kinsman,  Hugh 
Blinman,  and  his  assigns,  to  receive  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof,  for  his  life; 
and  after  his  decease,  then  tfcat  they  should  be  seised  of  the  said  lands,  to  and 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  as  many  poor  old  maidens  of  the  parish  of  Stogursey, 
as  should  exceed  fifty  years  of  age  each  (and  never  had  any  bastard  or  bastards), 
to  pay  to  them  and  each  of  them  I5.  6d.  a week,  as  far  as  the  neat  yearly  profits 
Rep.  15,  3 AS  cff 


Stog'ursey. 

The  Alnishouse- 

. / 


Maud  Stodde»'«- 
Charity. 


Stogursey. 


Maud  Stodden’s 
Charity, 
continued. 

V 


370  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

of  the  said  lands  should  amount  to  ; and  in  case  there  should  not  be  found 
maidens  of  that  age,  sufficient  to  receive  the  whole  income  of  the  said  lands 
yearly,  at  the  rate  of  Is.ijd.  a week  to  each  person,  then  her  will  was,  that  the 
surplusage,  whatever  it  be,  should  be  paid  and  distributed  amongst  so  many 
poor  widows  of  the  said  parish  of  Stogursey,  at  the  rate  of  l5.  Qd.  per  week,  as 
should  be  sufficient  to  take  off  and  receive  the  profits  of  her  said  lands;  and 
from  and  after  the  deaths  of  the  said  Sarah  Bourne,  William  Poole,  and  Thomas 
Poole,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  then  the  testatrix  thereby  gave  and  devised 
her  said  lands  unto  the  feoffees  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Stogursey  aforesaid, 
and  their  successors,  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  poor  old  maidens, 
or  poor  old  widows,  as  aforesaid,  for  ever. 

The  said  several  lands  of  inheritance,  of  which  the  said  Maud  Stodden  died 
seised,  became  upon  her  decease  vested  in  the  said  Sarah  Bourne,  William  Poole, ' 
and  Thomas  Poole,  upon  the  trusts  before-mentioned,  who  permitted  the  tes- 
tatrix’s kinsman,  and  his  assigns,  to  receive  the  profits  thereof  during  his  life, 
and  after  the  deaths  of  the  said  trustees,  and  of  the  said  Hugh  Blinman,  which 
happened  many  years  ago,  the  feoffees  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Stogursey, 
and  their  successors,  (now  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  the  feoffees 
and  trustees  of  Stogursey  almshouse,  formerly  founded  by  William  Pawlet,  of 
Beer,  deceased,)  became  and  now  stand  seised  of  the  said  lands,  heretofore  of 
the  said  IMaud  Stodden. 

The  said  several  lands,  so  giv'en  by  the  said  Maud  Stodden,  are  situate  at 
Shurton  and  Stophord,  within  the  parish  of  Stogursey  aforesaid,  and  consist  of 
a messuage  or  tenement,  garden  and  orchard  at  Shurton,  containing  lii.  & IOp. 


in 


the  possession  of  Heniy  Stockham,  as  tenant  at  rack-rent,  a close  of 
pasture  land  called  the  Burgage  Acre,  containing  one  acre,  a close  of  arable 
land  called  Longland,  containing  1a.  1r.  3()p.,  a close  of  arable  land  called 
Blind  Close,  containing  1a.  1r.  7p->  a close  of  arable  land  called  the  Three 
Acres,  containing  !2a.  2r.  7 p-j  a close  of  arable  land  called  the  Orchard,  con- 
taining  1 a.  & 13p.,  a plot  of  arable  land,  in  Landshare,  near  Shurton,  containing 
1a.  & 24p.,  a close  of  arable  land  called  Landshare,  containing  1a.  2r.  IOp., 
a close  of  arable  land  called  Pear  Tree  Close,  at  Stileway,  containing  2 a., 
three  plots  or  parcels  of  arable  land  in  Shurton  outer  common  field,  containing 
together  1a.  2r.  38  p.,  a plot  or  parcel  of  arable  land  in  Shurton  inner  common 
field,  containing  3r.  & 38p.,  a close  of  arable  land  called  Shortland,  containing 
2 R.  & 23 p.,  and  a close  of  arable  land  near  Man  Moor,  containing  1 r.  & 25  p., 
a close  of  arable  land  cafied  the  Seven  Acres,  containing  5 a.  2r.  27p.,  a close 
of  meadow  ground  called  the  Home  Ground,  containing  2 a.  3r.  5p.,  a close 
of  meadow  ground  called  the  Barton  and  Orchard,  containing  3r.  & 36p.,  a plot 
of  meadow  land  in  Horsham  moor,  containing  3 a.  1 r.  8p.,  a plot  of  meadow 
land  in  Week  moor,  containing  1a.  1 r.  23 p.,  and  a plot  of  meadow  land  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Hook,  containing  1a.  & lip.,  together  with  seven  beast  leazes  in 
Week  moor,  one  horse  lease  in  Sharpham,  10  beast  leazes  in  Horsham,  30 
sheep  leazes  in  Wall  common,  and  right  of  common  in  Nether  Ham  and  the 
Salt  marsh. 

The  lands  above  described  have  been  for  many  years  in  the  possession  of  the- 
feoffees,  without  alteration,  except  a small  exchange  that  took  place  in  1803, 
which  was  made  by  an  indenture,  dated  25th  March  1803,  between  the  feoffees 
•of  the  said  almshouse  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Poole,  whereby  a conveyance  was. 
made  to  the  almshouse  of  the  close  of  arable  land  called  Pear  Tree  Close, 
situate  at  Shurton  aforesaid,  containing  two  acres,  and  the  close  of  arable  land 
called  Burgage  Acre,  containing  one  acre,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Stogursey,  in 
exchange  for  a close  of  arable  land  called  the  Croft,  containing  1a.  2r.  22p., 
situate  at  Shurton  aforesaid,  which  was  thereby  conveyed  by  the  feoffees  to  the 
said  Henry  Poole  and  his  heirs. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  parish,*  that  taking  into  consideration  the 
comparative  values  of  the  properties  so  exchanged,  the  cliarity  was  a gainer  by  it. 

The  whole  of  this  property,  consisting  of  about  30  acres,  is  let  to  six  dif- 
ferent tenants,  upon  leases  for  seven  years,  at  rack-rents,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  the  sum  of  81/.  2^.  which  is  considered  the  full  value  of  the  estate. 

The  I’ents  have  been  distributed  by  the  feoffees  among  old  unmarried  females 
above  50  ; or  for  want  of  claimants  of  that  description,  among  widows  belonging 
to  the  parish.  It  has  been  usually  distributed  among  eight  in  number,  in 
weekly  payments  of  3s.  a piece. 
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The  balance  upon  the  account  in  1823,  was  I68/.  11  5.  lO^^f.,  but  by  the 
insolvency  of  Mr.  John  Sims,  who  was  the  receiver  of  this  charity  as  well  as  of 
th’e  almshouse,  as  above  mentioned,  the  same  has  been  lost. 

Frances  Palmer’s  Charity. 

Frances  Palmer,  by  her  will  or  testamentary  schedule,  dated  7th  January  1750, 
(addressed  to  her  brother  Peregrine  Palmer,  esquire),  gave  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Stogursey  100/.  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  in  the  following  words  : — 

“ I desire  you  to  give  unto  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Stogursey  100/.  to  be 
laid  out  in  a piece  of  land,  and  apply  as  you  think  fit,  and  only  to  them  but 
such  bequest  was  obliterated  by  the  testatrix  herself 

This  will  or  testamentary  paper  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  by  the 
said  Peregrine  Palmer,  the  brother  and  next  of  kin  of  the  said  testatrix,  on  the 
8th  May  1753. 

The  said  Peregrine  Palmer  having,  in  the  year  1752,  purchased  for  105/.  the 
fee  simple  and  inheritance  of  a piece  of  land  called  Shurt’s  Close,  containing  by 
estimation,  five  acres,  did,  by  indenture,  dated  the  7th  November  1754,  demise 
the  same  to  John  Saint  Albyn,  esquire,  for  5,000  years,  at  one  penny  rent,  with 
a proviso  therein,  that  the  said  Peregrine  Palmer  should  at  any  time  during  his 
life,  by  deed  or  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  be  at  liberty  to  revoke,  alter, 
or  make  such  indenture  void. 

Ann  Saint  Albyn,  the  widow  and  executrix  of  the  said  John  Saint  Albyn,  by 
an  indenture,  dated  20th  December  1769,  by  the  direction  of  Arthur  Acland, 
of  Fairfield,  esquire,  the  acting  representative  of  the  said  Peregrine  Palmer, 
esquire,  deceased,  assigned  unto  the  said  Arthur  Acland,  his  executors,  admi- 
nistrators and  assigns,  the  said  close  of  land  called  Shurt’s  Close ; to  hold  the 
same  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  term  of  5,000  years,  upon  trust,  that  he, 
the  said  Arthur  /icland,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  should 
receive  all  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  close,  and  should  apply  the 
clear  monies  arising  therefrom  yearly,  for  and  towards  the  aid  and  comfortable 
assistance,  in  time  of  sickness  or  other  calamities,  of  such  poor  and  necessitous 
people  of  the  parish  of  Stogursey,  as  should  be  thought  proper  objects  of  com- 
passion, whether  they  actually  received  relief  of  their  said  parish  or  not,  by  such 
shares  and  proportions  as  he,  the  said  Arthur  Acland,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assigns,  should  think  fit  or  convenient. 

Shurt’s  close  is  situate  in  the  parish  of  Stogursey,  and  consists  of  five  acres  of 
pasture  ground,  or  thereabouts,  as  above  described,  the  management  and  dis- 
position of  which  still  remains  in  the  family  of  the  Aclands,  proprietors  of 
Fairfield  house. 

The  close  is  now  let  to  a tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  a rent  of  9 /•  which  has 
been  the  amount  paid  for  many  years  past. 

The  distribution  of  this  charity  has  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the  Acland 
family,  who  have  distributed  it  for  various  charitable  purposes,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  entered  in  a book  called  the  Charity  Account  Book,  from  which 
account  book  it  appears,  that  at  the  death  of  the  late  Mrs.  Acland  there  was 
a balance  of  30/.  14^.  6(/.  in  her  hands,  in  1815  ; but  which,  by  the  removal  of 
Sir  John  Acland,  her  husband,  then  Mr.  Acland,  from  Fairfield  to  Bath,  was  not 
discovered  for  some  years  after.  In  1824  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland  paid  over 
to  his  son,  Mr.  Peregrine  Palmer  Acland,  the  before  mentioned  balance  of 
30/.  14.S.  Qd.,  together  for  interest  for  the  same,  from  the  death  of  Mrs.  Acland, 
so  that  on  the  8th  June  1825,  there  was  a balance  of  117/*j  which  was  invested 
by  Mr.  P.  P.  Acland  in  the  purchase  of  124/.  three  per  cent  consols,  in  his  own 
name,  and  that  of  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland,  producing  a dividend  of  3/.  14.9.  1 d. 
which  with  the  9/-,  the  rent  of  the  lands  before  mentioned,  makes  the  present 
income  of  the  charity  12/.  14^.  1|,</.  That  income  is  distributed  by  the  said 
Peregrine  Palmer  Acland  among  the  poor  of  Stogursey. 

Robert  Banks’s  Charity. 

Robert  Banks,  by  his  will,  dated  1st  February  1815,  gave  as  follows : — 

“ I give  and  bequeath  to  my  master,  John  Acland  esquire,  of  Fairfield, 
aforesaid,  whom  I have  faithfully  served  for  a space  of  near  thirty-seven  years, 
the  sum  of  200/.  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  some  fee 
simple  or  long  leasehold  lands,  situate  in  or  near  the  parish  of  Stogursey,  in  the 
said  county,  or  in  any  other  parish,  as  he  the  said  John  Acland,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  shall  think  fit;  and  when  such  purchase  shall  be  effected. 

Rep.  15.  3A4  the 
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the  said  John  Acland,  his  lieirs,  executors  or  administrators,  shall  stand  seized 
or  possessed  of  tlie  said  lands,  upon  trust,  to  pay  over  the  clear  rents,  issues  and 
profits  thereof,  annually  or  otherwise,  for  ever,  unto  such  ten  poor  persons,  re- 
sident in  the  said  parish  of  Stogursey,  and  not  receiving  constant  alms,  as  he 
the  said  John  Acland,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  shall  from  time  to 
time  direct  or  aj)point.” 

And  appointetl  the  said  John  Acland,  now  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland,  his  sole 
executor  thereof. 

On  the  29th  May  1821,  Sir  J.  P.  Acland  made  up  his  accounts  as  executor, 
and  on  the  same  day,  invested  the  said  sum  of  200/.  with  51/.  13  for  interest, 
making  together  251  /.  13s.  in  the  savings  bank  at  Bridgewater. 

On  the  12th  November  1821,  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland  drew  out  the  said  sum 
from  the  savings  bank,  together  with  interest,  amounting  to  254-/.  11^.  9c/.  and 
invested  the  same  in  the  })urchase  of  a freehold  close  of  land,  in  the  parish  of 
Bridgewater,  called  Copland,  containing  by  admeasurement,  3 a.  15p. 

A conveyance  of  the  said  property  was  made  to  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland,  by 
an  indenture  dated  12th  November  1821,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said 
Robert  Banks. 

The  land  is  let  to  the  same  tenant,  in  whose  occupation  it  was  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase,  and  at  the  same  rent  of  10/.  105.  which  is  considered  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  land. 

There  was  no  distribution  of  the  charity  till  August  1821,  when  the  two 
years  rent  of  the  land,  then  due,  amounting  to  21/.  was  distributed  to  21  poor 
persons,  in  sums  of  1/.  each,  but  from  that  time  the  distribution  has  been  made 
of  the  year’s  rent  to  ten  poor  persons. 

Those  among  whom  the  rent  is  distributed,  do  not  receive  constant  relief  from 
the  parish. 

James  Morgan’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ James  Morga?!,  servant  to  Thomas  Palmer,  of  Fairfield, 
in  this  parish,  esquire,  who  died  13th  September  1727j  did,  by  his  last  will  and 
testament,  give  50/.  to  trustees,  to  be  laid  out  in  land  of  inheritance,  which  ac- 
cordingly was  done  by  the  trustees,  in  the  purchase  of  a piece  of  ground,  called 
Long  Mead,  lying  near  Redham,  in  this  parish  ; and  directed  that  two-fifths 
of  the  clear  income  thereof,  should  be  paid  to  the  vicar  or  curate  of  this  parish, 
for  preaching  a sermon  in  this  church  on  Good  Friday,  for  ever;  and  that  the 
remaining  three-fiftlis  of  the  said  clear  income,  should  be,  immediately  after  the 
service  and  sermon  preached  on  that  day  by  the  said  vicar  or  curate,  and  the 
churchwardens,  given  and  distributed  amongst  ten  poor  householders,  which  re- 
ceived no  weekly  relief  or  contributions  from  the  parish,  regard  to  be  had  to  the 
largest  families,  and  such  as  have  most  need  of  help.” 


Long  Mead, 


consisting 


of  about  tw’o  or  three  acres  of  meadow',  is  now  in 


the  possession  of  the  parish.  It  was  let  by  the  churchwardens,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  vestry,  to  Mr.  Henry  Sweeting,  the  present  tenant,  from  year  to 
year,  at  a rent  of  5/. 

Two-fifths  of  this  rent  are  paid  to  the  clergyman  immediately  after  the  service 
on  Good  Friday,  and  the  residue  is  distributed  among  ten  poor  persons,  wlio 
are  selected  from  among  tlie  most  distressed  persons  in  the  parish,  by  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  and  a list  of  their  names  is  entered  in  the  parish 
books. 

John  Mascol’s  Charity. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table,  in  the  parish  church,  the  following  charities 
are  recorded : — 

“ John  JMascol,  of  this  parish,  gentleman,  who  died  the  12th  day  of  October 
1731,  did  by  his  last  w’ill  and  testament,  give  305.  a year,  for  ever,  to  be  laid 
out  in  bread,  and  distributed  by  the  minister  and  churchw’ardens  of  this  parish, 
for  the  time  being,  amongst  30  poor  families  of  this  parish,  on  two  Sundays, 
yearly,  (that  is  to  say),  on  the  Sundays  after  Candlemas  and  All  Saints  days. 
Regard  to  be  had  to  the  numerousness  and  necessities  of  them,  and  did  charge 
his  tw'o  closes  of  land,  called  Shelves  and  Shortslade,  lying  in  this  parish,  with 
the  payment  tliereof.” 

The  two  closes  called  Shelves  and  Shortside,  consist  of  about  two  acres  of 
land,  in  Stogursey  parish,  which  are  well  known.  The  tenant  of  them  regularly 
pays  305.  per  annum  to  the  churchwardens,  who  distribute  the  same  in  bread, 
under  the  direction  of  the  minister  of  the  parish. 


j 


John 
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John  Meredith’s  Charity.  Siogursey. 

Church  Table. — “ John  Meredith,  of  Taunton,  gentleman,  born  in  this  parish,  "T — 

gave  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  the  annual  proceeds  and  profits  of  KX)/.  to  ^ 

be  bestowed  in  convenient  clothing  for  poor  people  of  this  parish,  for  ever,  and  \ ^ 

died  the  11th  day  of  October,  anno  Dorn.  I677.” 

There  is  no  trace  wliatever  of  this  charity  having  ever  been  in  operation,  and 
it  must  therefore  be  considered  as  lost. 


PAKISFI  OF  OVER  STOWEY. 

James  Rich’s  Charities. 

James  Rich,  by  his  will,  dated  ipth  August  1813,  gave,  among  other  be- 
quests, to  William  Coles  and  Thomas  Poole,  his  trustees  and  executors,  therein 
named,  with  liberty  to  them  to  add  any  new  or  additional  trustees,  the  sum  of 
500/.  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  discretion,  so  as 
to  produce  a permanent  annual  income,  and  to  apply  and  dispose  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  and  over- 
seers of  the  parish  of  Over  Stowey,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  not  receiving  for  tiiem- 
selves  or  children,  parochial  relief,  during  the  year  preceding,  as  the  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  parish,  lor  the  time  being,  should 
think  most  deserving  ; and  directed,  that  the  said  proceeds  should  be  disposed 
of  in  manner  aforesaid,  once  in  every  year,  at  the  least,  if  need  should  be  ; and 
he  further  directed,  that  the  said  legacy  should  be  paid  out  of  his  personal 
estate. 

The  said  testator  also  gave  to  the  said  William  Coles  and  Thomas  Poole,  50/. 
(with  the  like  power  to  add  new  trustees,  as  before  mentioned),  upon  trust,  to 
lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  discretion,  so  as  to  produce  a permanent 
annual  income,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  yearly,  under  the  direction  of  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish,  towards  the  support  of  a Sunday 
school,  in  the  same  parish. 

And  by  a codicil  to  the  said  will,  dated  10th  November  1813,  the  same  tes- 
tator gave,  in  addition  to  the  bequest  contained  in  his  will,  another  sum  of  50/. 
towards  the  support  of  the  same  Sunda}'  school  establishment,  in  the  parish  of 
Over  Stowey. 

The  testator  died  in  May  181.5.  The  500/.  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  his 
executors,  ever  since  his  death,  and  Thomas  Poole,  esquire,  of  Nether  Stowey, 
is  now  the  only  surviving  executor. 

The  executors  have  not  invested  the  500/.  having  been  desirous  of  finding  a 
suitable  purchase  of  land,  in  order  to  produce  a permanent  annual  income,  as 
contemplated  by  the  testator. 

About  four  or  five  years  ago,  the  executors  met  with  an  eligible  opportunity 
of  laying  out  the  money  in  the  purchase  of  two  pieces  of  meadow,  in  the  parish 
of  Spaxton,  contiguous  to  Over  Stowey  ; but  some  difficulty  respecting  the  title, 
has  hitherto  delayed  the  execution  of  the  contract.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Poole 
has  paid  interest  for  the  500  /.  first  at  five  per  cent,  afterwards  at  four  and  a 
half,  and  now  at  four  per  cent,  which  he  continues  to  pay. 

The  two  pieces  of  meadow  land  consist  of  about  10  acres,  and  are  considered 
as  an  eligible  purchase. 

The  interest  of  the  500/.  has  been  distributed  every  year  among  the  second 
poor  of  Over  Stowey,  under  the  direction  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  that  parish,  according  to  a list  settled  by  the  minister  and  parish 
officers,  on  a day  previous  to  the  distribution. 

There  is  a Sunday  school  in  the  parish  of  Over  Stowey,  principally  super- 
intended by  the  minister  of  the  parish,  and  there  are  about  '■25  boys  and  25 
girls  attending  it.  To  this  school  Lord  Egmont  is  a principal  contributor, 
being  a large  proprietor  in  the  parish. 

The  two  sums  of  50/.  each,  so  left  by  Mr.  James  Rich,  are  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  the  above  sum  of  500/.  ; and  Mr.  Poole  pays  interest,  at  per  cent,  for 
the  same,  to  the  managers  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Thomas  Rich’s  Charity. 

On  the  benefaction  table  in  the  parish  church,  is  the  following  inscription  : 
“ Thomas  Rich,  esquire,  gave  by  his  will,  dated  14th  April  1715,  to  the  poor  of 
Rep.  15.  3 B the 
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the  parish  of  Over  Stowey,  the  sum  of  20s.  to  be  paid  annually  out  of  the 
Bincombe  estate.” 

The  Bincombe  estate  is  in  the  parish  of  Over  Stowey,  and  is  occupied  by 
Mr.  Henry  Poole,  who  pays  the  20s.  regularly  to  the  churchwardens,  who  add 
the  same  to  the  above-mentioned  funds,  distributable  among  the  second  poor. 


Thomas  Landsey’s  Gift. 

Thomas  Landsey’s  For  the  particulars  of  this  charity,  see  the  Report  of  Charities  in  the  parish 
Uiit.  of  Nether  Stowey,  14th  Report,  wherein  it  is  stated,  that  the  said  Thomas 
Ijundsejj,  gave  half  of  the  interest  of  100/.  to  be  distributed  to  the  second  poor 
of  tlie  parish  of  Over  Stowey. 

The  21.  105.  a year,  which  has  been  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of 
this  parish,  has  been  distributed  in  the  same  way  as  the  two  above-mentioned 
donations,  among  the  second  poor  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  STRINGSTON. 


The  Charities  of  George  Paddon,  Elizabeth  St.  Albyn,  and 

John  St.  Albyn. 


Stringston. 

The  Charities  of 
George  Paddon, 
and  others. 


In  the  church  and  poor-book  of  this  parish,  which  begins  with  the  year  1765, 
there  appear  on  the  inside  of  the  parchment  cover,  the  following  entries  : — 

“ 17J4,  April  20th. — Mr.  George  Paddon,  of  Stringston,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  in  and  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  gave  and  bequeathed  the  sum 
of  15/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly,  for 
the  schooling  of  poor  children  belonging  to  the  said  parish  of  Stringston.” 

“1738,  February  10th. — Elizabeth  St.  Albyn,  late  of  Alfoxton,  within  the 
parish  of  Stringston,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  by  her  last  will  and  testament, 
gave  the  sum  of  10/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  laid 
out  in  bread  yearly,  for  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  to  be  distributed 
amongst  them  at  the  discretion  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said 
parish.” 

“ 1744,  April  7th. — .John  St.  Albyn,  late  of  Alfoxton,  within  the  parish  of 
Stringston,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  gave  the 
sum  of  10/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly  to 
such  poor  people,  as  were  or  should  be  housekeepers  in  the  parish  of  Stringston 
aforesaid,  and  should  not  receive  any  relief  from  the  said  parish.” 


And  at  the  end  of  the  said  entries  is  the  following  memorandum : — “ For 
which  said  legacy  of  10/.  together  with  the  two  legacies  of  10/.  and  15/.  above- 
mentioned,  I do  hereby  promise  to  be  accountable.  Witness  my  hand,  this 

8th  day  of  July  1781.  “ Joan  Govett." 


It  does  not  appear  that  the  parish  of  Stringston  has  obtained  from  the  family 
of  the  Govetts  any  other  security  than  what  has  been  above  copied  from  the 
church  book. 

Mrs.  Joan  Govett  has  been  long  dead  ; but  a Mr.  James  Govett  continues  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  above  three  sums,  at  5 per  cent,  as  his  father  did 
before  him. 

Although  the  payments  have  been  regularly  made,  it  has  been  recommended, 
that  a security  should  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Govett,  under  his  hand,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  church  chest. 

The  sum  of  155.  per  annum  is  paid  to  a woman  in  the  parish,  who  keeps 
a school,  in  consideration  of  her  taking  into  her  school  one  poor  child  of  the 
parish,  who  is  there  taught  to  read. 

For  the  10/.  given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  St.  Albyn,  the  sum  of  IO5.  per  annum 
has  been  also  received  by  the  overseers,  and  distributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish  at  Christmas. 

The  interest  of  the  sum  of  10/.  given  by  Mr.  John  St.  Albyn,  is  also  received 
by  the  overseers,  and  distributed  in  bread  among  poor  housekeepers  not  re- 
ceiving parochial  relief. 
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HUNDRED  OF  CARHAMPTON. 

PARISH  OF  CARHAMPTON. 

HAMLET  OF  RODHUISH. 

Richard  Escott,  esquire,  by  his  will,  made  in  1785,  reciting,  that  he  had  given  Rodhuish. 

his  note  of  hand  to  the  chapelwardens  of  Rodhuish,  in  the  parish  of  Carhampton,  

and  their  successors,  in  the  sum  of  100/.  with  interest  at  5 per  cent,  to  dispose 
of  the  interest  thereof  to  such  charitable  purposes  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said 
village  of  Rodhuish,  as  he  should  by  will  or  deed  direct  or  appoint,  directed 
that  such  interest  should  be  yearly  applied  by  the  said  chapelwardens,  and 
their  successors  for  the  time  being,  for  and  towards  teaching  the  poor  children 
of  the  said  village  to  read,  and  be  instructed  in  the  duties  of  a Christian  ; 
and  the  girls  also  to  be  instructed  in  plain  work,  spinning,  and  knitting  of 
stockings,  and  under  the  direction,  government  and  control,  of  the  person 
or  persons  who  should,  for  the  time  being,  be  thereafter  in  the  possession  of 
Escott  Farm  ; and  that  the  said  chapelw'ardens  should  account  yearly  for  the 
ex})enditure  to  them  of  such  interest  ; and  in  case  the  said  sum  of  100/.  should 
be  paid  unto  such  wardens,  the  same  should  be  deposited  immediately  in  the 
hands  of  such  j)ossessor  of  his  estate  aforesaid,  for  safe  custody,  until  it  could 
be  put  out  on  security,  at  interest,  by  the  consent  and  direction  of  such  pos- 
sessor in  writing  ; and  that  if  the  said  w'ardens  should,  at  any  time  or  times, 
place  out  the  said  sum  of  100/.,  or  apply  the  interest  thereof,  without  such  con- 
sent and  direction  as  aforesaid,  it  should  be  considered  as  a wilful  breach  of 
trust  in  them,  and  they  should  be  responsible,  and  repay  such  monies  to  the 
possessor  of  such  estate  for  the  time  being,  who  might  maintain  an  action  at 
law  for  recovery  of  the  same ; and  further  reciting,  that  he  had  given  to  the 
communion  service  of  Rodhuish  chapel  aforesaid,  a chalice  and  a silver  plate, 
a table  cloth  and  napkin,  he  gave  to  the  officiating  minister,  each  time  he 
shoidd  administer  the  sacrament  of  bread  and  wine  at  the  accustomed  seasons, 
half  a guinea,  in  order  to  revive  and  continue  the  good  custom,  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  such  poor  old  people  who  could  not  go  to  attend  the  mother 
church  of  Carhampton,  or  as  a perpetual  fund  for  ever,  to  such  officiating 
minister  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  according  to  the  established  usage  of  the  Chureh 
of  England,  not  oftener  than  four  times  in  the  year;  and  he  also  gave  to  the 
chapelwardens  of  Rodhuish  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  100  /.  in  trust,  to  be  placed 
out  at  interest  from  time  to  time,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
power,  control  and  approbation,  as  was  before-mentioned  and  directed,  of  and 
coneerning  the  first  sum  of  100/.  and  its  interest ; and  if  any  overplus  of 
interest  should  remain  from  either  of  the  said  principal  sums,  after  making  the 
applications  before  direeted,  the  same  should  be  given  away,  and  distributed 
to  and  amongst  the  poor  communicants,  not  exceeding  half  a crown  each  at 
one  time,  and  the  rest  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  the  village  at  Christmas,  yearly ; 
desiring  that  the  poor  families  in  the  said  village,  and  the  said  ehildren  to  be 
taught  under  the  means  aforesaid,  should  be  first,  from  time  to  time,  supplied 
with  testaments,  psalters,  and  books  of  devotion,  by  the  direction  of  the  said 
possessors  of  Escott  Farm,  from  time  to  time. 

It  appears  that  the  200/.  left  by  the  above  wall,  remained  with  the  proprietors 
of  Escott  Farm,  for  some  years,  but  it  is  entered  in  the  chapelwardens  book  of 
Rodhuish,  that  in  the  year  1801,  Mrs.  Mary  Escott  purchased  with  the  whole 
sum  of  200/.  stock  in  the  public  funds,  now'  217/-  Gs.  7d.  new  four  per  cents, 
standing  in  the  names  of  Mary  Escott  and  Thomas  Sweet. 

There  is  a dame’s  sehool  in  the  hamlet  of  Hartrowq  to  which  20  children 
are  sent  under  this  charity,  by  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  Sweet  blscott. 

Tw'o  guineas  per  annum  are  given  to  the  minister,  for  administering  the 
sacrament,  and  the  remainder  is  distributed  in  half-crowns,  to  poor  commu- 
nicants, according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 
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PARISH  OF  CUTCOMRE. 


Richard  Ellsworth’s  Charity. 

Richard Ellsicorth,  by  his  will,  dated  the  11th  July  I7H-,  {see  the  will  set  out 
under  the  same  charity,  in  the  parish  of  Timberscombe),  bequeathed  the  annual 
sum  of  iO/.,  towards  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Cutconibe,  to 
read,  write,  and  say  their  catechism,  for  ever  ; and  he  appointed  as  trustees, 
for  the  execution  of  his  charitable  be([uests,  the  Archdeacon  of  Taunton,  and 
the  ministers  of  Timberscombe,  Cutconibe,  Wootton,  Courtney  and  Minehead 
respectively,  for  the  time  being. 

An  information  w'as  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  about  the  year  1801,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  several  charities  af  the  said  testator, 
the  proceedings  in  which  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  Report  of  the  Charities  in 
Timberscombe  jiarish,  above  mentioned,  from  wdiich  it  appears,  that  the  trustees 
of  the  said  charities,  in  or  about  the  year  1804<,  added  the  sum  of  251.  per 
annum  to  the  sum  of  10/.  per  annum,  the  original  bequest,  and  appointed  a 
schoolmaster  with  a salaryof  3o/.  jier  annum,  subject  to  c&rtain  deductions  therein 
mentioned,  which  said  school  has  ever  since  continued,  and  is  now  under  the 
management  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  testator’s  charities. 

RetVv’een  50  and  60  boys  and  girls,  of  the  parish  of  Cutcombe,  are  now’  edu- 
cated in  this  school,  and  have  for  some  time  been  taught  by  Elizabeth  Langdon, 
the  daughter  of  the  late  'William  Langdon,  who  was  master  of  the  same 
school  for  many  years.  During  the  life  of  William  Langdon,  the  school  was 
carried  on  in  his  liouse,  without  his  receiving  any  rent  from  the  trustees,  in 
consideration  of  which,  and  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Langdon’s  own  qualifications, 
she  was  after  liis  death,  continued  in  the  situation  of  schoolmistress. 

The  trustees  have  very  lately  built  a school-room,  out  of  the  balance  in  their 
hands,  arising  from  the  whole  school  trust,  under  the  will. 

A salary  of  31/.  subject  to  some  small  deductions,  is  paid  to  the  school-mis- 
tress, who  is  permitted  by  the  trustees,  w’hen  the  school  is  not  full,  to  take  some 
scholars  from  the  neighbouring  parishes,  and  to  receive  ])ayment  for  them. 
The  children  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

The  original  jiurpose  of  the  testator,  with  respect  to  religious  instruction,  ap- 
pears to  be  attended  to,  and  on  the  Sunday,  more  particuiarly,  they  are  taught 
their  catechism. 


George  Joyce’s  Charity. 

[The  Charity  of  Mr.  George  Joyce  is  fully  detailed  under  the  charities  in 
the  parish  of  Wootten  Courtney.] 

The  trustees  appointed  for  the  parish  of  Cutcombe  are,  Mr.  James  White,  of 
Little  Watercombe,  Mr.  Robert  Edbrook,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Edbrook,  of 
Stowey  Farm,  and  Thomas  Evans,  of  Littlecombe,  wdio  distribute  among  the 
second  poor  of  the  parish  of  Cutcombe,  the  proportion  of  the  testator’s  charity. 


SMALL  GIFTS  OF  SUNDRY  PERSONS. 


James  Dunscombe  gave 
Robert  Widlake 
Richard  Pearse 
John  Hawkwell 
Gregory  Widlake 
John  Widlake 
Henry  Dunscombe 
Alice  Nurcombe 
Joan  White 
Robert  W hite  - 
John  Greenslade 
'j'homas  White  - 
John  Burnell 
Thomas  Greenslade 
Agnes  Escott 
Nathaniel  Edbrooke 


£. 

- 3 

.5 

10 

2 

1 

1 

- 3 
•2 

■ I 5 

~ ~ 5 

20 

- , 10 

- 5 

■ 5 
20 

- 1 30 

Total  £ . ji27 


s. 


d. 


All  the  above  gifts  appear  upon  the  overseers  books  for  many  years,  to  have 
been  received  by  them  and  applied  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  parish,  but 
no  particular  account  of  them  can  now  be  traced.  These  gifts  amount  together 
to  the  sum  of  127 /.,  and  the  parish  olhcers  pay  the  interest  thereof  out  of  the 
poor  rates,  to  the  second  poor  of  the  said  parish. 
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PARISH  OF  DUNSTER. 

There  appears  to  be  a sum  of  800/.  belonging  to  this  parish,  but  how  this 
money  has  been  derived,  cannot  now  with  aiiy  certainty  be  collected. 

It  has  been  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  Luttrell  Family,  of  Dunster  Castle,  for 
( a very  long  period.  An  entry  respecting  this  money  is  found  in  the  overseers 
book  of  this  parish,  for  the  year  17<5‘2,  to  the  following  effect:  “ At  a vestry  held 
in  the  parish  church  of  Dunster,  26th  June  1752,  according  to  public  notice, 

I given  for  that  purpose  ; it  is  unanimously  agreed,  that  the  sum  of  800/.  charity 
money,  reputed  to  be  given  by  Francis  Eld,  esquire,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  shall  continue 
in  the  hands  of  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell,  esquire,  he  paying  for  the  loan  of  the 
same,  the  sum  of  SI.  105.  for  every  100/.  by  the  year,  until  the  same  shall  be 
fully  satisfied  and  paid.” 

In  a subsequent  page  of  the  same  book,  the  follov*^ing  receipt  is  entered  : — 

“ Received,  21st  October  1768,  of  Henry  Fowmes  Lutterell,  esq.  by  payment 
of  George  Gale,  27/.  4^.  Scl.  for  one  year’s,  wanting  ten  days,  interest  of  800/. 
in  his  hands,  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Dunster,  and  due  the 
8th  instant,  wdien  the  Dunster  Castle  estate  was  discharged  from  the  said  debt; 
and  the  parishioners,  at  a vestry  held  for  that  purpose,  24th  April  1764,  agreed 
to  leave  the  said  principal  money  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Mr.  Luttrell,  and  took 
his  bond  for  the  same,  dated  the  said  8th  day  then  instant,  October,  at  three  and  a 
half  per  cent;  Isay,  received  the  above  27/.  45.  Sd.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of. 
the  said  parish  of  Dunster.  John  Groves.” 

The  above-mentioned  bond  was  cancelled  in  the  year  1817,  ^ind  afresh  bond 
taken  from  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  esq.  the  executor  of  the  above-named  obligor, 
dated  24th  March  in  that  year ; upon  which  said  last-mentioned  security  the 
said  sum  still  remains  invested. 

The  first  entry  of  any  payment  of  interest  upon  the  said  sum  of  800/.  is  made 
in  the  overseers  book  for  the  year  1743  ; and  from  that  time,  the  interest  of  the 
said  principal  sum  appears  to  have  been  regularly  received  and  brought  to 
account  by  the  overseers  of  the  said  parish,  together  with  the  poor  rates,  as 
general  parish  stock. 

Gertrude  Pyncombe’s  Charity. 

This  parish  is  one  of  the  places  where  Gertrude  Pyncombe  had  property,  and 
as  such  became  entitled  to  a portion  of  her  bounty,  as  directed  by  her,  in  the 
manner  mentioned  in  the  report  of  her  charity  to  the  parish  of  Poughill,  in  the 
county  of  Devon.  [See  Third  Report,  p.  ,55.] 

Mrs.  Pyncombe  having  but  a very  small  property  in  Dunster,  it  seems  to  have 
ifeen  thought  sufficient  to  give  the  relief,  under  her  bounty,  to  one  poor  person 
silly  in  that  parish.  The  treasurer  to  the  trustees  is  Mr.  Charter,  of  Bishops 
Lydeard,  who  states,  that  for  20  years,  during  which  period  he  has  held  the 
shove  office,  he  has  paid  that  sum  to  a poor  widow  of  Dunster  parish,  and  that 
■B  far  as  he  can  trace,  this  has  been  the  practice. 


PARISH  OF  EXFORD. 

Robert  Baker’s  Charity. 

Robert  Baker,  by  his  will,  dated  7th  January  1755,  devised  all  his  messuage 
or  tenement  of  Lower  Mill,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  also  his  cottage  house 
and  garden,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  Francis  Squire,  the  then  rector  of 
Exford,  and  divers  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  their  heirs,  successors  and 
assigns,  for  ever,  in  trust,  out  of  the  clear  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises, 
to  pay  unto  the  parson,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  parish  of  Hawkridge,  the  clear  annual  sum  of  405.  on  the  first 
Sunday  after  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  in  the  parish  church  of  Hawkridge  afore- 
said, immediately  after  divine  service ; which  said  annuity  of  405.  he  gave  to 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Hawkridge  for  ever,  to  be  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time  being,  with  the  approbation  and 
direction  of  the  parson  and  two  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish, 
bestowed  in  warm,  convenient,  profitable  clothing  and  appareling  of  such  poor 
people,  not  having  weekly  or  monthly  relief,  as  should  be  deemed  to  stand  most 
in  need  of  and  deserve  the  same. 

Rep.  1.5.  3B3 
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And  upon  further  trust,  that  they  should  yearly,  at  Christinas,  divide  and  dis- 
tribute, in  such  clothing  as  aforesaid,  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  clear  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  amongst  such  poor  day  labourers  and  other  poor 
people  of  the  parish  of  Exford,  not  having  parish  relief,  as  they,  the  said  trustees, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  should  adjudge  to 
stand  most  in  need  of  and  deserve  the  same. 

And  he  further  directed,  that  when  any  one  of  the  trustees  should  die  or 
remove  from  the  jiarish,  the  survivor  or  residue  of  the  said  trustees  should  elect 
some  honest  and  substantial  inhabitant  of  the  parish  in  his  room,  so  as  to  keep 
up  the  number  of  ten  trustees. 

And  he  directed,  that  his  poor  relations  should  have  the  preference  as  objects 
of  the  said  charity,  and  that  a regular  account  should  be  kept  in  a book  of  the 
recei[)ts  and  expenditure  of  the  same. 

The  property  consists  of  a dwelling-house,  a mill-house,  a malt-house,  and 
a cottage  house,  and  garden,  with  six  acres  of  land,  which  are  let  for  the  term 
of  seven  years,  at  a rent  of  20/.  7 s.  per  annum,  which  is  considered  a fair  rent 
for  the  same. 

The  rents  have  been  always  regularly  distributed,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  donor,  under  the  management  of  the  rector  of  the  parish,  for  the  time 
being  ; and  the  trustees  have,  from  the  beginning,  kept  a book,  exhibiting  an 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  every  year.  The  clothing  purchased  is 
such  as  is  deemed  most  suitable  to  the  particular  wants  of  those  who  are  relieved, 
and  none  receive  the  benefit  of  the  charity  that  are  upon  the  parish  books. 

The  2/  a year  given  to  Hawkridge  parish,  is  regularly  paid  to  the  same. 

William  Gundiiy’s  Gift. 

A sum  of  10/.  stated  in  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  I7S6  to  have  been 
left  by  IVilUajn  Gundry  to  this  parish,  is  understood  to  have  been  laid  out  in  the 
repairs  of  the  corn-mill  left  by  Robert  Baker,  as  above-mentioned. 

A sum  of  57/.  also  mentioned  in  the  same  returns,  as  belonging  to  this  parish, 
cannot  be  traced,  and  must  be  considered  as  lost. 

John  Gregory’s  Charity. 

John  Gregory,  who  died  about  the  year  1787>  left,  by  his  will,  the  sum  of  20/. 
and  directed,  that  the  interest  arising  therefrom  should  yearly,  for  ever,  be  distri- 
buted amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Mr.  William  Gregory,  or  the  officiating  minister  of  the  parish.  The 
annual  sum  of  1 /.  is  regularly  paid  by  Messrs.  William  and  James  Clatworthy, 
who  are  the  personal  representatives  of  the  said  M'illiam  Gregory,  to  the  minister 
of  the  parish,  who  distributes  it  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will. 


PARISH  OF  LUCKHAM. 

The  Gifts  of  Lawrence  Byam,  George  Churchey,  Richard  Welsh, 

Mary  Yandell,  William  Harrison,  Cecil  Worth,  Joan  Lobe,  Cecil 

Worth,  jun.  Dr.  Byam,  and  an  unknown  Person. 

There  are  some  early  entries  in  the  churchwardens  books  of  this  parish,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  Laxvrence  Byam,  clerk,  gave  10/.  ; that  Mr.  George 
Churchey  gave  10/.  ; that  Richard  JFelsIi  gave  5l.  ; that  Mary  Yandell  gave  1/.; 
William  Harrison,  10/.;  Cecil  Worth,  10/.;  Joan  Lobb,  2/.;  Cecil  Worth, 
jun.  8/.  ; Dr.  Byam,  10/.  ; and  an  unknown  person,  22/. 

All  the  above  gifts,  except  that  of  Lawrence  Byam,  (which  was  given  for 
putting  out  apprentices),  appear  to  have  been  given  to  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
generally,  making  in  the  whole  88/,  out  of  which  51.  appears  to  have  been  lost 
long  ago.  The  sum  of  50/.,  other  part  thereof,  appears  by  the  parish  books  to 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  parish,  and  to  have  been  expended  by  them  in 
the  year  1777»  on  the  repairs  of  the  poor-house,  for  which  the  parish  now  pay 
interest  at  51.  per  cent.  The  sum  of  28  /.  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  R.  F. 
Gould,  the  rector,  and  the  sum  of  5 /.,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Phelps,  of 
Pollock,  who  pay  the  like  interest  for  the  same  respectively,  making  the  whole 
interest  paid  4/.  3s.  per  annum. 

This  sum  of  4/.  3 s.  is  applied  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  for  the 
time  being,  towards  the  relief  of  such  of  the  poor  as  are  not  upon  the  parish 
books,  and,  as  appears,  with  a proper  selection  of  the  most  industrious  and 
respectable. 
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PARISH  OF  LUXBOROUGH. 

There  appears  to  be  a sum  of  2/.  Is.  now  distributed  among  the  second  poor 
of  this  parish,  out  of  the  poor’s  rates.  It  has  varied  at  different  times,  but  no 
reason  can  now  be  given  for  such  variations. 

This  sum  seems  to  have  been  paid  in  reference  to  several  small  gifts,  derived 
from  the  following  persons,  viz.: — the  Widow  Pearse  10/.,  Thomas  Darch  9.1. 
George  Washer  10/.,  Thomas  Siderjin  10/.,  John  Worth  51.,  and  Thomas 
Darch  20/.,  amounting  together  to  57  /•,  which  were  received  by  the  parish 
officers,  and  appropriated  to  parish  purposes.  Out  of  this  sum  of  57/.,  22/ 
appears  to  have  been  lost  in  or  about  the  year  l69<t,  by  the  failure  of  the  person 
in  whose  hands  it  then  was.  No  trace  now  exists  of  the  original  gifts  of  the 
donors. 

This  sum  of  2/.  I5.  is  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the  parish  officers, 
among  persons  whom  they  consider  as  second  poor. 


PARISH  OF  MINEHEAD. 

The  Cow  Charity. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  18th  year  of  Charles  II,  intituled, 
An  Act  against  importing  Cattle  from  Ireland  and  other  Parts  beyond  the  Seas, 
it  was  enacted,  that  the  importation  of  Cattle  from  the  2d  day  of  February  IGGO, 
should  be  a common  and  public  nuisance,  and  that  if  any  great  cattle  should,  from 
and  after  the  day  above  mentioned,  be  imported  or  brought  from  beyond  seas, 
into  the  kingdom  of  England,  it  should  be  lawful  for  any  constable,  tithingman, 
headborough,  churchwardens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  any  of  them  within 
their  respective  liberties  or  parishes,  to  seize  the  same,  and  that  the  same  should 
be  forfeited,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  the  same  should 
be  seized,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  persons  seizing  the  same;  and  by 
another  Act,  20  Car.  II,  it  was  enacted,  that  not  only  the  constables  and  officers 
before  mentioned,  but  any  other  inhabitant  of  the  liberties  and  parishes  where 
such  importation  of  foreign  cattle  should  be  made,  should  be  empowered  to 
seize  and  deliver  the  same  over  to  the  constables,  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  same  parish,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  said  Acts;  and  that  every 
vessel  importing  the  same  should  be  liable  to  the  like  seizure;  and  that  the 
monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  should  be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

After  the  passing  of  the  said  Acts,  and  about  the  year  1 669,  it  appears,  that 
a number  of  great  cattle  were  unlawfully  imported  from  Ireland  into  the  port  of 
Minehead,  and  that  the  same,  together  with  the  vessel  importing  them,  were 
seized,  and  sold,  pursuant  to  the  powers  in  the  said  two  Acts  of  Parliament  con- 
tained, and  that  a moiety  of  the  sum  produced  from  the  sale  thereof,  was,  by 
the  direction  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  parish  of  Mine- 
head,  invested  in  the  purchase  of  a freehold  estate  in  the  parish  of  Ottery  Saint 
Mary,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  which  was  conveyed  to  certain  persons,  as 
trustees  for  the  said  parish  of  Minehead,  and  that  a book  was  kept  in  the  said 
parish,  called  the  Cow  Money  Book,  in  which  entries  were  made  of  the  rents 
and  profits  received  from  the  said  charity  estate,  and  of  the  distribution  thereof 
from  time  to  time  to  charitable  purposes,  under  the  disposition  and  management 
of  the  trustees  of  the  said  estate. 

It  also  appears,  that  the  whole  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity  estate, 
were  not  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  but  that  some  part 
of  such  rents  and  profits  were  from  time  to  time  laid  out  and  invested  by  the 
trustees,  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  public  funds. 

There  having  been  some  irregularity  in  the  appointment  of  trustees,  and  in 
the  disposition  of  the  charity  funds,  a petition  was  in  or  about  the  year  1820 
presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
said  parish ; and  by  an  order  of  the  said  court,  it  was  referred  to  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  court,  to  inquire  and  certify  of  what  the  charity  property 
consisted,  and  in  whom  the  same  was  then  vested,  and  who  was  in  possession  of 
the  said  charity  estate  ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  Master  should  appoint 
one  or  more  proper  person  or  persons  to  be  a trustee  or  trustees  of  the  same  ; 
and  that  the  said  Master  should  approve  of  a proper  scheme  for  the  regular 
administration  of  the  said  charity. 
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Minehead.  Tlic  said  Master,  by  his  report,  dated  3rd  August  1821,  certified  that  the 

— 7 . charity  property  consisted  of  a farm-house,  with  outbuildings,  and  about  20 

acres  of  land,  situate  in  tlie  parish  of  Ottery  Saint  Mary,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 

\ / which  had  been  let  to  a tenant  at  the  clear  annual  rent  of  40/.,  for  a term  of 

seven  years,  which  expired  at  Michaelmas  1816,  up  to  wliich  time  the  rent  had 
been  settled  ; anti  the  said  Master  further  certified,  that  since  that  time  thereat 
of  the  premises  had  not  been  fixed,  but  that  the  same  tenant  had  continued  to 
occupy  the  said  farm,  under  an  expectation,  that  the  said  rent  would  be  reduced, 
atul  that  the  full  yearly  value  of  the  said  estate  was  then  about  30/. ; and  the 
said  Master  further  certified,  that  a further  part  of  the  said  charity  property 
consisted  of  the  sum  of  760/.  three  j)er  cent  consolidated  bank  annuities, 
standing  in  the  name  of  William  Warren,  one  of  the  trustees,  which  had  arisen 
from  the  accumulation  of  the  rents  of  the  said  estate,  whicii  had  been  unapplied, 
and  also  of  a balance  of  390/.  13  5.  or  thereabouts,  in  the  hands  of  John  Fownes 
Luttrell,  esquire,  accumulated  subsequently  to  the  said  investment  of  the  said 
700  /.  three  per  cents  ; and  the  said  Master  further  certified,  that  it  had  been 
proposed  before  him,  on  behalf  of  the  said  petitioners,  the  churchwardens,  and 
overseers  of  the  said  ])arish,  that  the  said  freeh.old  estate  and  the  700/.  three 
per  cent  bank  annuities,  and  also  the  said  money,  before  mentioned  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  being  the  whole  of  the  said  charitv 
property,  should  be  vested  in  certain  trustees  therein  named,  upon  trust,  to 
apply  the  rents  and  dividends  arising  therefrom  in  the  manner  following,  viz. 

First,  to  apply  annually,  for  the  benefit  of  15  poor  men,  being  })arishioners  of 
Minehead,  and  living  within  the  sam.o  parish,  and  not  receiving  parochial  relief, 
a sufficient  sum  to  purchase  for  such  15  poor  men,  cloth  sufficient  for  a coat 
each  ; — Secondly,  to  apply  annually  to  15  poor'inarried  or  widow  women,  being 
parishioners,  and  residents  as  aforesaid,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  a sufficient 
sum  to  purchase  a cloak  for  each  : — Thirdly,  to  apply  annually  to  10  poor  people, 
being  parishioners,  and  residents  as  aforesad,  and  not  receiving  parochial  relief, 
a sufficient  sum  to  purchase  a j)air  of  blankets  for  each  ; — Fourthly,  to  apply 
the  residue  of  such  rents  and  dividends,  from  and  after  the  applications  aforesaid, 
annually,  unto  and  among  such  of  the  parishioners  as  aforesaid,  as  the  said 
trustees  should  select  or  think  proper,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  in  the 
following  proportions  ; the  sum  of  2^.  to  each  married  or  wiilowed  person, 
and  to  each  child  of  such  married  or  widowed  person,  under  the  age  of  nine 
years,  1 s.,  and  to  all  unmarried  women,  being  parishioners,  maintaining  them- 
selves independently  of  their  parents,  and  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  D. 
each  : — Fifthly,  that  the  application  of  the  funds  should  be  made  in  the  order 
before  set  down,  and  that  such  of  the  poor  persons  as  should  have  received  the 
benefit  of  the  said  charity,  in  coats,  cloaks,  or  blankets,  should  not  be  entitled  to  I 
any  money  arising  from  the  residue  of  the  said  funds,  in  the  year  in  which  they 
should  so  receive  such  coat,  cloak,  or  blankets  respectively,  nor  in  the  y'ear  imme- 
diately following  thereon,  nor  should  be  again  entitled  to  receive  either  coat, 
cloak,  or  blankets,  until  the  whole  of  such  other  poor  persons  had  been  aided 
in  like  manner,  by  the  funds  of  the  said  charity  ; — Sixthly,  that  in  case  there 
should  be  any  remaining  monies  after  the  aforsaid  applications  and  distribution, 
the  same  should  be  applied  for  the  general  purposes  and  benefit  of  the  said 
charity,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  trustees: — and  Sevendily,  that 
upon  the  death  of  any  one  of  the  said  trustees,  therein  named,  the  surviving 
trustee  should,  within  the  space  of  three  months  next  afterwards,  appoint 
a meeting  to  elect  a proper  person,  being  either  the  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Minehead  for  the  time  being,  or  vicar  of  the  same  place,  or  a parishioner  of  the 
said  parish,  to  be  a new  trustee  in  the  room  of  such  deceased  trustee,  and  that 
the  said  trust  estate  and  property  should  be  transferred  unto  such  surviving 
trustees,  and  such  new  trustee  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid, ; and  the  said  Master 
further  certified,  that  he  appointed  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Fownes  Luttrell,  Richard  Searle,  William  Warren,  James  Newcombe,  Francis 
Merrick,  and  Samuel  Berry,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  charity  property,  and  that 
he  ajiproved  of  tlie  said  proposal  for  the  regidation  of  the  said  charity. 

By  an  order,  bearing  date  15th  day  of  August  1821,  the  said  report  was 
confirmed ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  charity  estate,  situate  in  the  said 
parish  of  Ottery  St.  Mary,  should  be  conveyed,  and  that  the  said  700^-  stock 
should  be  transferred  to  the  trustees  aj)pointed  bv  the  said  jMaster;  and  further, 
that  the  said  John  Fownes  Luttrell  should  pav  to  the  said  trustees  the  sum  of 

® ‘ 390/.  l.F'. 
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390/.  lo5.,  the  balance  admitted  to  be  in  bis  bands,  after  the  payment  thereout  Minehead. 
of  tlie  costs  of  all  parties  in  the  said  matters,  to  be  applied  by  the  said  trustees  Cow~C]  ‘ 
according  to  the  proposal  approved  of  by  the  said  Master.  continucT.^ 

In  pursuance  of  which  order,  by  an  indenture,  made  24th  day  of  January  1822,  ' ' 

between  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  of  Dunster  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  of 
the  first  part ; William  Warren,  of  Minehead,  of  the  second  part;  the  said  John 
Fownes  Luttrell,  the  Rev.  Alexander  Fownes  Luttrell,  Richard  Searle,  William 
Warren,  James  Newcombe,  Francis  Merrick,  and  Samuel  Berry,  of  the  third  part ; 
and  Francis  Bastone,  of  Minehead,  of  the  fourth  part ; reciting  the  said  several 
matters  as  above  set  forth  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  for  the  nominal  consideration 
therein  mentioned  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Francis  Bastone  to  the  said  John  Fownes 
Luttrell,  he  the  said  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  said  Alex- 
ander Fownes  Luttrell,  and  the  said  other  parties  of  the  third  part,  did  thereby 
release  and  convey  unto  the  said  Francis  Bastone,  the  saiol  trust  hereditaments ; to 
hold  the  same  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  Alexander  Fownes 
Luttrell,  Richard  Searle,  William  Warren,  James  Newcombe,  Francis  Merrick,  and 
Samuel  Berry,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust  for  the  said  charity, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  Master’s  report,  and  the 
said  order  confirming  the  same  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  William  Warren,  in 
obedience  to  the  said  order,  had  transferred  the  said  sum  of  700/.  three  per 
cent  bank  annuities,  into  the  names  of  himself  and  the  said  other  trustees,  the 
same  trustees  did  thereby  declare  themselves  to  stand  possessed  thereof,  upon 
trust  for  the  said  charity,  according  to  the  said  Master’s  report,  and  the  said 
order  of  confirmation. 

The  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Luttrell  was  afterwards  paid,  and,  together 
with  the  sum  of  '‘/SI.  10  5.  arising  from  subsequent  dividends  unapplied,  invested 
in  the  purchase  of  three  per  cent  consolidated  bank  annuities,  whereby  the 
funds  belonging  to  the  charity  were  raised  to  1,151/.  ^s.  three  per  cent 
consols,  and  which  was  afterwards  increased  by  a subsequent  investment  of 
unapplied  dividends,  to  the  sum  of  1,197  f 5s. d.  which  is  the  present  amount 
of  the  funds  or  stock  belonging  to  the  said  charity. 

The  account  produced  by  the  treasurer  of  this  charity  for  the  year  1824, 
and  audited  and  signed  by  six  of  the  trustees,  exhibits  a balance  of  26/.  s.  8d. 
in  favour  of  the  charity. 

The  directions  contained  in  the  report  and  order  above  set  forth,  appear  to 
have  been  strictly  pursued. 

The  trustees  meet  to  consider  of  the  proper  persons  to  be  relieved  under  this 
charity,  about  three  w eeks  before  the  time  of  distribution,  and  the  names  of  the 
objects  thus  ascertained,  are  set  down  upon  a list,  and  the  funds  are  distributed 
accordingly. 

The  Almshouse. 

By  indenture,  dated  1st  August,  12  Car.  I,  and  made  between  Thomas  The  Almshouse. 
Luttrell,  of  Dunster  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esquire,  (lord  of  the 
manor  of  Minehead),  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Quirke,  the  younger,  of 
Minehead,  in  the  said  county,  mariner,  (one  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said 
manor,)  of  the  other  part ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Thomas  Luttrell,  in 
consideration  of  13/.  demised  and  granted  unto  the  said  Robert  Quirke,  his 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  one  plot  or  piece  of  waste  land,  parcel  of 
the  said  manor,  containing  144  feet  in  length,  or  thereabouts,  and  16  feet  in 
breadth,  or  thereabouts,  near  the  Cross,  in  the  old  market  place,  in  Minehead 
aforesaid,  as  it  w^as  then  bounded  out,  upon  which  said  waste  land  the  said 
Robert  Quirke  had  erected  an  almshouse,  having  eleven  several  rooms  or 
dwellings  therein,  for  and  towards  the  relief,  succour  and  comfort  of  such 
distressed  impotent  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish  of  Minehead,  as  he 
the  said  Robert  Quirke  the  younger,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
or  assigns,  should  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  during  the^  continuance  of 
the  term  therein  after  mentioned,  think  fit  in  their  discretions,  to  be  placed 
and  settled  in  the  said  almshouse,  and  therein,  at  his  and  their  will  and 
pleasure,  to  make  their  habitation  and  abode  ; and  also,  all  that  piece  or 
plot  of  waste  land,  parcel  likewise  of  the  said  manor,  containing  three-score 
feet  in  length,  and  40  feet  in  breadth,  and  situate  within  the  said  parish 
of  Minehead,  upon  the  beach  of  Chezell,  adjoining  unto  the  western  side 
of  the  harbour  or  key  there,  w'hereon,  or  upon  part  whereof,  the  said  Robert 
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Quirke  the  younger  had  already,  at  his  own  costs,  erected  a cellar  or  store- 
house, the  profit  whereof  he  intended  should  be,  after  his  death,  wholly 
employed  and  bestowed  towards  the  raising  of  a stock  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  said  almshouse;  to  hold  to  the  said  Robert  Quirke,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assigns,  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  said  indenture,  for  the  term 
of  1,000  years,  for  a rent  of  Qs.  to  be  paid  as  therein  mentioned  ; and  it  was 
therein  expressed,  to  be  the  true  intent  and  plain  meaning  of  both  the  parties, 
that  if  the  said  rent  should  be  behind  for  the  space  therein  mentioned,  or  that 
the  said  Robert  Quirke,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  should 
at  any  time  thereafter  convert  or  employ  the  said  demised  premises,  or  any  part 
thereof,  for  any  other  use  than  to  the  relief  and  succour  of  the  impotent  poor 
and  needy  persons  of  the  said  parish  of  Minehead,  and  maintenance  of  the  said 
almshouse  as  aforesaid,  that  then  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  Thomas 
Luttrell,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  to  re-enter  upon  and  become  possessed  of  the  said 
demised  prendses. 

The  said  Robert  Quirke,  by  his  w’ill,  dated  4th  July  lG48,  amongst  other 
things,  gave  and  devised  as  follows : — 

And  whereas  it  hath  pleased  God,  that  I have  built  an  almshouse  in  the 
town  of  Minehead  aforesaid,  containing  several  dwelling-houses,  I do  give  the 
said  houses  unto  the  poor  of  the  towm  of  Minehead  aforesaid,  for  ever;  but  the 
ordering  of  the  said  houses,  I leave  to  my  son,  Robert  Quirke,  and  to  the  name 
of  the  Quirkes  for  ever,  and  for  the  want  of  the  names  of  the  Quirkes,  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Minehead,  for  ever : — Item,  I give  unto 
my  said  almshouses,  200/.  to  be  bestowed  in  lands  for  the  better  relief  and 
reparation  of  them  : — Item,  I do  give  to  my  said  almshouses,  my  two  inner 
cellars  at  the  key  of  Minehead  aforesaid,  to  be  let  out  for  rent  to  him  that  will 
give  the  most  money  for  them;  and  the  cellars  and  the  almshouse  being  repaired, 
my  will  is,  that  the  money  which  remaineth  shall  be  equally  divided  among  the 
poor  people  dwelling  in  the  almshouse  twice  a year.” 

The  family  of  the  testator  of  the  name  of  Quirke  has  been  long  extinct, 
so  that  the  management  and  disposition  of  the  almshouse,  which  is  still  standing, 
has  devolved  upon  the  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Minehead  aforesaid,  who  use 
the  same  as  a common  parish  poor-house. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  200/.  bequeathed  by  the  said  will  for  the 
support  of  the  almshouses,  was  ever  laid  out  in  land.  The  two  inner  cellars  at 
the  key,  mentioned  in  the  will,  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Needs, 
the  widow  of  George  Needs,  who  appears  to  have  had  no  claim  whatever  to 
them,  but  as  the  representative  of  her  husband,  vvho  wrongfully  held  them  in 
his  occupation  ; but  she  has  now  consented  to  give  them  up  to  the  parish. 

t 

Colonel  Luttrell’s  Charity. 

Upon  a table  in  the  parish  church,  it  is  recorded,  that  “ The  Hon.  Colonel 
Alexander  Luttrell,  who  died  22d  September  17H,  gave  to  the  poor  of  jMine- 
head,  501.  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  for  their  use;”  which  agrees  in  substance 
with  the  will  of  the  said  Alexander  Luttrell, 

From  various  memoranda  in  the  churchwardens  books,  it  appears  that  this  sura 
was  received  by  the  then  churchwardens,  and  lent  out  on  private  securities  for 
a series  of  years,  until,  according  to  another  memorandum  in  the  same  book,  it 
came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Alexander  Luttrell,  then  of  Dunster  Castle,  on 
29th  September  1729,  who  gave  a bond  for  the  same.  There  is  no  such  bond 
now  in  the  jiarish  chest,  and  there  is  no  entry  since  the  above  in  the  church- 
wardens book,  of  any  payment  on  account  of  that  50/.  In  the  year  1744,  an 
account  was  taken  in  the  Master’s  office,  under  a decretal  order  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  of  the  debts  of  Alexander  Luttrell,  esquire,  a descendant  of  the 
above  named  Colonel  Luttrell ; but  the  schedule  given  in  upon  that  occasion  by 
the  executors,  contains  no  mention  of  any  debt  due  from  the  estate  of  the  said 
Alexander  Luttrell,  to  the  parish  of  Minehead.  At  this  distance  of  time, 
therefore,  it  seems  that  this  sum  of  50/.  is  now  irrecoverable. 

Joan  Moggridge’s  Charity. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  in  the  parish  church,  the  following  charities  are 
inscribed: — “ Mrs.  Joan  Moggi'idge,  late  wife  of  Mr.  William  Moggridge,  vicar 
of  Minehead,  who  died  September  9th,  1727,  gave  to  eight  poor  widows,  not 
receiving  alms,  of  Minehead,  the  yearly  interest  of  20/.  for  ever.” 
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Of  this  charity,  there  can  be  found  no  trace  or  vestige  whatever,  except  the 
above  inscription.  It  never  appears  to  have  been  in  operation,  and  is  considered 
as  lost. 

George  Sullivan’s  Charity. 

“ Mr.  Geot'ge  Sullivan,  oi‘ Mmo\\QdL(\,  maltster,  who  died  November  3d,  1753, 
gave  unto  the  poor  100/.;  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  unto  Joan  Oxme  and 
Sarali  Leigh,  widows,  during  their  lives  ; and  after  their  deaths,  unto  16  aged 
weak  people  of  this  parish  (not  receiving  alms),  on  the  1st  of  January  in  every 
year,  for  ever. 

“ A7B. — The  above  100/.  is  put  into  the  four  per  cent  annuities  for  1760.” 

In  the  vestry  book  belonging  to  this  parish,  there  is  the  following  memo- 
randum, or  minute,  dated  27th  December  I76I “ Whereas  George  Sullivan, 
of  Minehead,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  lately  deceased,  by  his  last  will, 
dated  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  July  175^,  gave  unto  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Minehead  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  100/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest 
thereof,  not  to  exceed  4/.  per  year,  to  be  yearly  paid  to  16  aged  weak  people, 
for  ever,  having  no  relief  of  the  said  parish  of  Minehead;  and  then  declared  his 
will  to  be,  that  two  persons  therein  named  should  receive,  during  their  lives,  the 
interest ; and  that  on  the  death  of  both  or  either  of  them,  the  whole  or  the  share 
of  either  of  them  dying  first,  should  go  to  and  be  paid  amongst  the  said 
16  persons  above  described,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next  happening  after  the 
death  of  them,  or  either  of  them ; and  further  declared  his  will  to  be,  that  his 
executors,  and  their  heirs,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  have  the  disposal  of  the  aforesaid  interest,  as  before  directed  ; and  then 
made  Andrew  Blake  and  Susanna  Price,  his  nephew  and  niece,  joint  executors 
of  his  said  will ; and  that  the  said  Andrew  Blake  and  Susanna  Price  were 
desirous  that  the  said  100/.  might  be  placed  out  at  interest,  on  tbe  most  safe 
security,  for  the  purposes  in  the  said  will  set  forth  ; and  then  stated,  that  they 
had,  on  the  same  day,  paid  the  same  unto  John  Adams  and  John  Leigh, 
churchwardens,  and  Walter  Fratdcs,  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish, 
at  a vestry  held  for  that  purpose,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  minister  and  divers 
parishioners,  whose  names  were  thereunto  subscribed  ; and  the  said  subscribers 
did  thereby  declare  their  consent  and  agreement,  that  the  said  100/.  sliould  be 
forthwith  placed  in  some  or  one  of  the  public  funds  that  should  come  nearest  to 
the  interest  in  the  testator’s  will  described  ; and  that  the  same  should  be  placed 
in  the  name  or  names  of  John  Adams,  John  Leigh,  or  Walter  Franks,  or  some 
or  one  of  them,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.” 

The  said  John  Adams,  John  Leigh,  and  Walter  Franks,  by  another  memo- 
randum, acknowledged  to  have  received,  on  the  day  and  year  of  the  date  thereof, 
of  Andrew  Blake  and  Susanna  Price,  the  afore-mentioned  sura  of  100/.  and 
promised  that  they  would,  with  all  convenient  speed,  place  the  same  at  interest 
in  one  of  the  public  funds. 

It  is  afterwards  stated,  that  the  above  100/.  was  put  into  the  four  per  cents  for 
1760,  by  the  said  John  Adams. 

The  representatives  of  the  testator  continued  in  succession  to  receive  the 
dividends,  and  account  for  and  distribute  the  same,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  will,  until  a few  years  ago,  when  the  principal  sum  of  100/.  four  per  cents, 
was  sold  out,  by  mistake,  by  Miss  Ann  Blake,  of  Minehead,  together  with  some 
of  her  own  property  ; since  which  time,  she  has  paid  four  per  cent  for  the  said 
sum  of  100/.  and  declares  herself  to  be  ready  to  invest  it  again  in  the  funds, 
on  the  first  opportunity. 

This  sum  of  4/.  per  annum  appears  to  have  been  distributed  by  her,  without 
distinction,  between  those  who  do  and  those  who  do  not  receive  parish  pay  ; 
but  Miss  Blake  being  advised  of  the  terms  of  the  will,  has  undertaken  in  future 
to  observe  that  distinction. 


PARISH  OF  PORLOCK. 

Henry  Rogers’s  Charity. 

Henry  Rogers,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  8th  May  I672,  bequeathed  to  his 
trustees  and  executors  therein  named,  the  sum  of  6OO/.  for  the  parish  of 
Cannington,  in  this  county;  the  trusts  whereof  he  declared  in  the  following 
words ; — “ Towards  raising  a stock  and  a working-house  for  maintenance  of 
Rep.  15.  3 C 2 the 
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the  poor,  such  as  are  now  inliabiting  witliin  the  parish  of  Cannington,  or  here- 
after may  inhabit  there,  and  whose  ancestors  have  been  born  there,  but  not  to 
incomers  or  intruders  that  shall  hereafter  come  to  settle  there.” 
continued.  The  saitl  testator  then  j)roceeds  as  follows  ; — 

^ “ Item,  I give  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Porlock,  the  like  snm  of  (iOO/. 

to  be  laid  out  and  eni})loyed  by  my  trustees  and  executors,  for  maintaining  of 
the  poor  there,  as  I have  before  directed,  for  Cannington.” 

[See  the  will  of  Henry  Rogers,  set  out  in  the  Report  of  the  parish  of 
Cannington  aforesaid.] 

An  information  was  in  or  about  the  year  1 688,  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
by  his  Majesty’s  then  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  of  F’ifield,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  and  Cannington  and  Porlock,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  against 
the  several  jrersons  therein  mentioned  to  be  the  trustees  of  the  said  Henry 
Rogers,  deceased,  defendants,  for  establishing  these  charities;  and  by  a decree 
made  in  the  said  cause,  dated  23d  July  168<),  reciting,  that  the  said  several 
sums  bequeathed  by  the  said  Henry  Rogers,  to  the  said  parishes  respectively, 
had  been  paid  by  his  executors,  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  several  sums 
of  money  ought  to  be  applied  according  to  the  will  of  the  said  testator,  that 
it  should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  court,  to  certify  the 
most  convenient  method  of  laying  out  the  said  several  sums  of  money  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  ])arishes  respectively,  and  that  the  said  money  shoidd  be  laid 
out  as  the  said  Master  should  direct. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  respectively  29th  and  30th  January 
1689,  and  made  between  Tdiomas  Kent  and  others,  of  the  first  part ; Alexander 
Popham,  esquire,  and  others  therein  named,  of  the  second  part ; and  Warwick 
Bampfylde,  esquire,  of  the  third  part ; the  said  Thomas  Kent,  and  others,  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  460/.  which  said  money  was  declared  to  be  a part 
of  the  said  COO/.  above-mentioned  to  have  been  given  to  the  said  parish  of 
Porlock,  by  the  will  of  the  said  Henry  Rogers  aforesaid,  did  convey  to  the 
said  Alexander  Popham,  and  others,  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
all  that  messuage  and  tenement  commonly  called  by  the  name  of  Nether 
Staddon,  situate  at  Winsford  Bossing,  in  the  county  of  Somerset ; and  all  that 
piece  or  close  of  ground,  commonly  called  by  the  name  of  Lower  Staddon, 
situate  in  Winsford  aforesaid  ; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever, 
in  trust,  that  they  and  the  survivor  of  them,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
should,  lor  ever  thereafter,  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises, 
towards  raising  a stock  for  keeping  such  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Porlock, 
as  were  then  inhabiting  within  the  same  parish,  or  should  inhabit  there,  and 
whose  ancestors  had  been  born  there  ; but  not  to  anv  new  incomers  or  intruders 
that  should  come  to  settle  there ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  any  three 
or  more  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivor  should  convey  the  said 
trust  premises  to  six  or  more  persons,  substantial  freeholders,  leaseholders  or 
copyholders,  inhabiting  in  or  near  the  said  parish  of  Porlock,  to  he  trustees  of 
the  said  premises,  and  so  toties  quoties ; all  such  new  trustees  to  be  from  time  to 
time  chosen  by  the  minister,  or  incumbent  of  the  said  parish,  together  with  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  most  substantial  inhabitants  of 
the  same  parish  for  the  time  beirig. 

By  an  indenture,  hearing  date  2d  December  1806,  made  between  John  Kent 
and  William  Stoate,  of  Porlock,  of  the  one  part;  and  George  Pollen,  rector  of 
Porlock,  and  several  other  persons  therein  named,  of  the  other  part;  reciting 
the  said  will,  decree  and  indentures,  of  the  29th  and  SOth  January  1689  last- 
mentioned  ; and  also  reciting  divers  intermediate  conveyances  of  the  trust  pro- 
perty to  new  trustees,  whereby  the  same  was  become  vested  in  them  the  said 
John  Kent  and  William  Stoate  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Kent  and 
William  Stoate,  did  thereby  gi  ant,  release  and  confirm  the  said  trust  estates  unto 
the  said  George  Pollen  and  others;  to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  said  will  and  indentures  therein  before-mentioned. 

The  ])rcsent  trustees  are  the  Rev.  Hugh  Passmore,  curate  of  Porlock  ; AVilliain 
Terrell,  John  Fry,  John  Slowley,  Robert  Griffith,  John  Rawle,  Thomas  Fry, 
William  Stoate,  I homas  Parramore,  William  Fry,  John  Groves,  William  Ridler 
and  William  Thomas. 

The  premises,  called  Nether  and  Lower  Staddon,  in  the  parish  of  Wins- 
ford, constitute  one  farm,  consisting  of  .50  or  60  acres  of  high  land,  and  is 

® now 
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now  let  to  William  Ricller,  a fanner,  living  in  the  said  parish,  as  tenant  from 
year  to  year,  at  the  rent  of  40/.  It  was  let  by  the  minister  and  trustees  to  the 
best  tenant,  and  for  the  highest  rent  that  could  be  obtained  for  the  same. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Porlock,  and  applied 
by  them,  together  with  the  monies  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  and  accounted  for  by  the  overseers,  together  with  the  poor  rates.  This 
rent  appears  by  the  overseers  books  always  to  have  had  the  same  application. 

By  referring  to  the  Report  made  under  the  head  of  the  Charities,  in  the 
parish  of  Cannington,  before-mentioned,  it  will  be  seen,  that  a moiety  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  certain  lands  in  Cannington  aforesaid,  which  were  purchased 
with  the  sum  of  2,350/.  were  to  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  20  poor 
persons,  four  of  whom  were  to  be  of  the  parish  of  Burnham,  and  16  of  the 
manor  of  Porlock. 

Eight  shares  of  this  property  belong  to  the  parish  of  Porlock,  and  the  amount 
is  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  trust  to  an  agent  at  Porlock,  for  distributing  them, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  decree.  The  agent  so  employed  for  receiving 
and  distributing  the  shares  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Porlock,  is  Mr.  John  Rawle, 
a substantial  farmer,  resident  in  the  parish.  He  makes  the  distribution  in  equal 
portions  to  16  poor  persons,  nominated  by  the  trustees  of  the  said  charity,  not 
receiving  parish  pay,  and  living  within  the  manor  of  Porlock,  and  continues  the 
payments  to  the  same  persons  until  vacancies  occur  by  death.  The  minister  has 
hitherto  usually  been  consulted  by  the  trustees,  on  the  appointment  of  the 
objects  of  the  charity. 


PARISH  OF  TIMBERSCOMBE. 

Richard  Ellsworth’s  Charity. 

Richard  Ellsworth^  by  his  will,  dated  11th  .luly  17FI,  gave  the  yearly  sum  of 
10/.  towards  the  teaching  of  the  poor  children  to  read,  write,  and  say  their  cate- 
chism, in  the  parish  of  Timberscombe,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  for  ever ; he 
also  gave  and  bequeathed  10/.  a year,  for  ever,  towards  the  clothing  the  poorest 
children  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  towards  teaching  the 
poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Cutcombe,  in  the  same  county,  to  read,  write, 
and  say  their  catechism. 

He  also  gave  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  for  ever,  towards  the  buying  spelling- 
books,  Bibles,  Common  Prayer  Books,  an  Answer  to  all  Excuses  for  not  coming 
to  the  Sacrament,  and  the  Church  of  England  Man’s  Companion,  which  books 
were  to  be  given  to  the  poorer  sort  of  the  said  poor  of  Timberscombe  ; and 
when  they  should  have  one  of  each  sort  of  the  above-mentioned  books,  it  was 
his  will,  that  the  poor  people  of  the  adjacent  parishes  should  have  one  of  each 
sort,  in  like  manner  as  the  people  of  Timberscombe  ; and  he  gave  and  be- 
queathed the  sum  of  200/.  towards  the  building  of  a charity  school-house  and 
library,  at  the  Cross  of  Timberscombe  ; and  he  further  gave  the  sum  of  200/. 
for  the  buying  of  books  for  the  aforesaid  library,  which  books  were  to  be  chosen 
by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  lent  to  the  neighbouring  clergy  and  others, 
upon  the  condition  of  their  giving  bond  to  return  them  without  damage  ; and 
he  gave  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  for  ever,  towards  buying  books  for  the  library, 
which  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  archdeacon  of  Taunton  ; and  he  also  gave  the 
sum  of  30/.  towards  the  building  of  a gallery  in  Timberscombe  church,  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  people  and  their  children  ; and  to  Baliol  college,  he  gave  the 
yearly  sum  of  40/.  for  two  scholars,  for  ever,  who  were  to  enjoy  20i/.  each  for 
seven  years,  and  then  others  to  be  elected  into  their  room ; such  scholars  to  be 
of  the  parishes  of  Timberscombe,  Cutcombe,  Sellworthy,  Wootton  Courtney, 
Minehead  and  Dunster  ; but  if  there  should  be  none  found  of  those  parishes  fit 
for  the  university,  then  two  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
master  and  fellows  of  Baliol  college. 

The  testator  charged  all  his  estates  in  Kent  and  Sussex,  towards  the  paying 
and  discharging  of  all  his  said  legacies. 

And  nominated  his  two  sisters  executrixes  of  his  will,  and  appointed  the 
archdeacon  of  Taunton,  the  ministers  of  the  parishes  of  Timberscombe, 
Cutcombe,  Wootton  Courtney  and  Minehead,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  trustees 
of  his  said  charity  iu  the  county  of  Somerset. 

An  information  was  afterwards  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  his  Majesty’s 
Attorney  General,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  several  charities,  given  by 
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Porlock. 

Henry  Rogers’s 
Cliarity, 
continued. 

\ — ^ 


Timberscombe. 

Richard  Ellsworth’s 
Charity. 


386  FLTRTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Tmiberscombe.  the  said  testator’s  will;  and  divers  proceedings  were  had  under  the  same,  by 
— ^ which  it  appears,  that  John  Mdlmot,  esquire,  then  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 

Richanmisworth  s report,  dated  7th  May  1802,  made  in  the  said  suit,  certified,  that 

conftnved.  i^  pursuance  of  the  several  orders  therein  mentioned,  he  had  taxed  the  costs 

' . of  all  parties  to  the  said  suit,  amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  599/.  125.  4(/. 

which  had  been  retained  out  of  the  sum  of  1,157/.  155.  6c/.  then  in  the  hands 
of  the  defendants.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ackland,  hart,  and  Henry  Fownes  Lut- 
trell,  esquire,  the  trustees  in  the  said  order  named,  by  which  the  said  sum  of 
1,157'/.  155.  i)d.  in  their  hands,  was  reduced  to  the  sum  of  558/.  3s.  2r/. ; and 
that  the  said  defendants  had,  on  the  11th  August  1770,  paid  the  said  sum  of 
558/.  3.9.  ‘2d.  into  the  bank,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General  ; and  that 
the  same  was,  on  the  31st  March  1795,  invested  by  the  said  Accountant  General 
in  the  purchase  of  896/.  12.y.  0 d.  three  per  cent  bank  annuities;  and  the  said 
Master  further  certified,  that  subsequent  interest  on  the  said  sum  of  200/.  given 
by  the  said  will,  to  build  a charity  school  and  library  at  the  Cross  of  Timbers- 
combe  aforesaid,  and  on  the  said  sum  of  200/.  given  towards  buying  books  for 
the  said  library,  had  been  computed  to  the  29th  September  1768 ; and  that 
there  was  then  due  for  interest  of  the  first  mentioned  sum  of  200/.  the  sum  of 
120/.,  and  for  interest  of  the  said  second  sum  of  200/.  the  like  sum  of  120/. ; 
and  he  further  certified,  that  there  was  due  from  the  late  defendant,  William 
Wythicombe,  in  respect  of  the  said  charitable  annuities  and  legacies  therein- 
mentioned,  on  the  2d  May  1769,  several  sums,  amounting  together  to  the  sum 
of  1,065/.  85.  Gd.  ",  and  that  the  said  sum  had  been  paid  by  the  said  William 
Wythicombe,  on  loth  April  1796,  to  the  said  Accountant  General,  and  had  been 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  1,584/.  5 s.  5d.  bank  three  per  cent  annuities  ; and  he 
further  certified,  that  the  said  William  Wythicombe  had  not  properly  applied 
the  three  sums  of  16/.  15  5.  for  teaching  the  poor  children  of  Timberscombe, 
24/.  15  5.  for  teaching  the  poor  children  of  Cutcombe,  and  67/.  due  to  Baliol 
college  ; and  the  said  Master  further  certified,  that  he  had  computed  interest 
on  the  sum  of  609/-  15  5.  residue  of  a sum  of  7IS/.  5s.,  stated  to  be  due  from 
the  said  William  Wythicombe,  to  the  -20th  June  1794,  and  that  such  interest 
amounted  to  651/.  145.  6d.  ; and  that  the  said  sum  had  been  paid  by  the 
defendant  Wythicombe,  on  the  12th  December  1796,  into  the  name  of  the 
Accountant  General,  and  had  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  1,140/.  IJs.  5d. 
reduced  annuities ; and  the  said  Master  certified,  that  the  said  three  sums  of 
896/.  12  5.  9 f/.,  1,482/.  45.,  and  1,584/.  5s.  5 d.  bank  three  cent  annuities, 
making  together  3,963/.  2.9.  2d.  three  per  cent  bank  annuities,  and  the  sum  of 
1,140/.  17-9.  5 r/.  reduced  annuities,  together  with  the  sum  of  950/.  I'ls.Sd. 
cash  in  the  Accountant  General’s  name,  arising  from  the  dividends  of  the  .said 
several  annuities,  constituted  the  whole  of  the  charity  fund  in  question,  in  the 
said  cause,  but  which  were  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  subsequent  costs  in 
the  said  cause  ; and  the  said  Master  further  certified,  that  in  pursuance  of  an 
. order,  dated  13th  March  1776,  therein  set  forth,  he  had  proceeded  to  consider 
of  a scheme  for  applying  the  said  residue,  and  to  see  which  of  the  charities 
in  question  were  capable  of  being  carried  into  execution,  and  that  he  conceived 
that  all  the  said  charities  were  capable  of  being  carried  into  execution  ; but 
with  resj)ect  to  the  bequest  in  the  said  will,  of  200/.  towards  buying  books  for 
the  proposed  library,  at  the  Cross,  at  Timberscombe,  he  was  of  opinion  it  would 
not  be  expedient  that  the  said  bequest  should  be  carried  into  effect ; and  as  to 
the  bequest  of  10/.  a year,  towards  teaching  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  of 
Cutcombe  to  say  their  catechism,  and  the  bequest  of  40/.  to  Baliol  college  for 
two  poor  scholars,  he  certified  that  distinct  parts  of  the  estate  of  the  said  tes- 
tator, devised  by  his  said  will,  had  been  sold,  and  conveyed  to  different  j)ur- 
chasers,  charged  with  the  two  said  beque.sts  of  10/.  a year,  and  40/.  a year 
respectively ; and  the  said  Master  further  stated,  that  a scheme  and  propo.sal 
had  been  laid  before  him,  on  the  part  of  the  relators  in  the  said  suit,  for 
applying  the  residue  of  the  said  charity  funds,  by  which  it  was  proposed,  that 
the  costs  of  all  parties  to  the  said  suit,  subsequent  to  the  last  taxation,  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  said  sum  of  950/.  14.9.  5d.  cash  in  the  bank,  and  that  the 
said  sums  of  3,963/.  25.  2d.  three  per  cent  annuities,  and  1,140/.  IJs.  5 d.  re- 
duced annuities,  and  also  the  sum  that  shoidd  remain  of  the  950/.  145.  5 d.  in 
cash,  after  j)ayment  of  the  costs  aforesaid,  should  be  tran.sferred  by  the  said 
Accountant  General,  into  the  joint  names  of  Sir  Philip  Halos,  John  Fownes  Lut- 
trell,  John  Needham,  and  Robert  Freke  Gould,  the  trustees  nominated  on  the 
part  of  the  said  relators ; and  that  the  said  several  annuities  and  money  should 
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be  held  by  tliem,  and  the  survivors  of  them,  and  their  successors,  to  be  Timberscombe. 

aj)j)ointed  in  the  manner  after-mentioned,  upon  the  trusts  following,  viz.;  upon  — ; — 

trust,  out  of  the  dividends  of  the  said  annuities,  to  pay  to  the  churchwardens  ^^icbani^Ellsworth 
and  overseers  of  the  said  parish  of  Timberscombe,  tlie  sum  of  50/.  yearly,  to  conHmuL 

be  applied  by  them,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  ' — 

the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  will,  viz. ; 

sol.  part  of  the  said  50/.,  to  some  proper  person,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 

trustees  to  teach  the  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  to  read,  and  other  neces- 
sary education  fit  for  their  station  in  life  ; and  20/.,  remainder  of  the  said  50/. 
a year,  to  be  laid  out  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  in  the  purchase 
of  clothes  for  the  poorest  children  of  the  said  parish  ; and  upon  further  trust, 
that  as  the  sum  of  200/.,  given  by  the  said  will,  was  at  that  time  wholly  in- 
adequate to  defray  the  expenses  of  building  a proper  school-house,  the  said 
trustees  should  appropriate  and  set  apart  the  sum  of  1,000/.  annuities,  pait  of 
the  5,963/.  2.S.  2^.  bank  three  per  cent  annuities;  and  that  at  some  future 
time,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  the  said  1,000/.  annuities 
should  be  sold ; and  that  the  monies  which  should  arise  from  the  sale  thereof, 
and  the  dividends  which  should  then  have  accrued  thereon,  and  the  accumula- 
tion of  such  dividends,  if  the  same  should  have  been  re-invested,  or  a sufficient 
part  thereof,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  should  be  applied  by  them  in  and 
towards  erecting  a proper  charity  school-house,  at  the  Cross,  at  Timberscombe 
aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  trustees  should,  out  of  the  remainder  of  the  said 
3,963/.  9.S.  9,d.  three  per  cent  annuities,  raise  a further  sum  of  60/.  and  apply 
the  same  in  or  tow^ards  the  repairs  of  the  church  of  Timberscombe,  and  also 
a further  sum  of  60/.  in  or  towards  the  building  a gallery  in  the  church  of 
Timberscombe  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  and  their  children  ; 
and  that  it  w'as  further  proposed,  that  the  dividends  of  the  bank  annuities 
which  should  remain,  after  such  several  payments  and  applications  should  from 
time  to  time  be  applied  towards  defraying  incidental  expenses,  and  after 
defraying  the  same  in  such  manner  as  to  them  the  said  trustees  should  seem 
meet,  for  the  better  promoting  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  said  testator  ; 
and  that  it  w'as  further  proposed,  that  the  trustees  should  appoint  a proper 
person,  who  should  keep  a regular  account  of  all  receipts,  payments  and 
transactions,  res[)ecting  the  said  trust  funds ; and  that  the  said  trustees  should 
within  one  month  next  after  the  31st  December  in  every  year,  balance  the 
said  account;  and  that  the  said  account,  signed  by  the  trustees,  should  be 
delivered  to  one  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish 'of  Timberscombe; 
and  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  said  trustees,  the  survivors  should,  within 
three  months  next  afterwards,  appoint  a meeting  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Taunton, 
and  the  ministers,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  several  parishes  of  Timberscombe, 

Cutcombe,  and  Wootten  Courtney,  for  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
choose  and  elect  a new  trustee,  and  that  the  said  trust  funds  should  be  trans- 
ferred into  the  joint  names  of  the  surviving  and  new^  trustees,  and  so  in  like 
manner  for  ever ; and  the  said  Master  certified,  that  he  approved  of  the  said 
scheme  and  proposal,  and  that  he  had  taxed  the  subsequent  costs  of  all  parties, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  178/.  I65.  Od. 

The  said  Report  was  confirmed  by  an  order  of  the  said  court,  dated  the  11th 
August  1802,  and  the  costs  were  paid  by  the  said  Accountant  General,  out  of 
the  said  cash  in  tlie  bank.  f 

John  Springet  Harvey,  esquire,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court,  who 
succeeded  the  said  Master  Wilmot,  by  his  Report,  dated  2?th  March  1804,  and 
made  pursuant  to  the  order  therein  referred  to,  stated,  that  he  had  received  the 
Report  of  his  predecessor.  Master  Wilmot,  dated  7th  May  1802,  wliereby  he 
had  amongst  other  things,  approved  a scheme  which  had  been  laid  before  him, 
for  applying  the  residue  of  tlie  charity  funds  in  question  as  above  mentioned  ; 
and  that  it  appeared  to  him,  the  said  Master  Harvey,  that  in  the  said  scheme,  it 
had  been  proposed  to  the  said  Master  Wilmot,  that  the  additional  sum  of  10/. 
a year,  should  be  paid  out  of  the  said  charity  funds  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Cutcombe,  to  be  paid  by  them  to 
some  projier  person,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  trustees,  to  teach  the  poor  chil- 
dren of  the  said  parish  to  read,  and  other  necessary  instruction,  fit  for  their 
station  ; that  the  said  Master  Wilmot  had  approved  of  the  said  profiosal ; 
that  the  same  was  intended  to  have  been  inserted  in  his  said  Report,  but  had 
been  omitted  through  mistake  ; and  that  he,  the  said  Master  Harvey,  was 
Rep.  15.  3 \C  4 of 
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of  opinion,  that  it  was  proper  tliat  the  said  additional  sum  of  10/.  should  be 
paid  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Cutcoinbe  aforesaid,  to  be 
applied  in  the  manner  before  mentioned. 

This  Report  was  confirmed  by  an  order  of  the  said  court,  dated  17th  April 
1804. 


Ry  a deed-j)oll,  dated  21st  September  1804,  made  by  the  said  Sir  Philip  Hales, 
John  Imwnes  Luttrell,  John  Needham,  ami  the  Rev.  Robert  Freke  Gould,  the 
trustees  of  the  said  charity,  nominated  as  therein  mentioned,  reciting,  the  said 
will  of  the  said  testator,  and  the  said  several  orders  and  proceedings  in  the  said 
Court  of  Chancery,  herein  before  set  forth  ; and  also  reciting,  that  the  said 
Accountant  General,  in  pursuance  of  another  order,  dated  the  11th  of  August 
1802,  had  transferred  the  said  sums  of‘3,9b3/.  2.v.  2r/.  bank  3 per  cent  annuities 
and  1,110/.  17-^-  <5r/.  bank  3 per  cent  reduced  annuities,  unto  them,  the  said 
Sir  Philip  Hales,  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  John  Needham,  and  Robert  Freke  Gould, 
and  had  paid  them  the  sum  of  .531/.  Gi'.  7f^-»  residue  of  the  cash  then  in  his 
hands,  and  that  they  the  said  trustees  had  laid  out  and  invested  the  said  sum  of 
331/.  6.9.  7^/*  ill  the  purchase  of  790/.  l.y.  6r/.  bank  3 per  cent  annuities,  and 
that  the  said  several  sums  of  3,903/.  '2  s.  2d.,  1,140/.  17i’-  3r/.,  and  790/.  l.y.  Gd. 
three  per  cent  annuities,  were  then  standing  in  their  names,  which  they  did 
thereby  acknowledge;  it  is  witnessed,  that  they,  the  said  Sir  Philip  Hales,  John 
F’ownes  Luttrell,  John  Needham,  and  Robert  Freke  Gould,  did  in  obedience  to 
the  said  orders,  declare  that  they  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them  should 
from  thenceforth  stand  possessed  of  the  said  several  sums  so  transferred  and 
paid  to  them,  and  then  standing  in  their  names  as  aforesaid,  uj)on  the  trusts, 
and  for  the  purposes  expressed  and  declared  in  the  said  several  reports  herein 
before  set  forth. 

Upon  the  same  day  on  which  the  above  mentioned  deed-poll  was  executed, 
three  of  the  said  trustees  met,  and  at  such  meeting,  after  entering  in  their 
minute  book,  their  execution  of  such  deed  of  trust,  ap})ointed  Mr.  Francis 
Bastone,  of  Minehead,  secretary  to  the  said  trustees;  And  the  said  trustees 
came  to  a resolution  also,  entered  in  the  said  book,  to  erect  a school-hou.se 
within  the  })arish  of  Timberscombe,  and  directed  their  said  secretary  to  adver- 
tise for  tenders  for  the  undertaking,  and  also  for  a proper  person  to  fill  the 
situation  of  schoolmaaster  of  the  said  school  at  Timberscombe;  and  sometime 
afterwards,  Mr.  William  Curie  was  appointed  schoolmaster  thereof,  at  a salary 
of  50/.  per  annum,  subject  to  a deduction  of  2/.  per  annum,  for  land-tax,  and 
upon  condition  that  he  should  provide  pens  and  paper,'  and  books  for  the  use 
of  the  said  school ; And  the  said  trustees  also  directed,  that  William  Langdon, 
the  then  schoolmaster  of  the  school  at  Cutcombe,  should  be  continued  at  an 
increased  salary  of  25  /.,  he  providing  pens,  ink,  paper  and  books,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  school,  and  subject  also  to  a deduction  of  2/.  per  annum  for  the  land- 
tax  ; and  they  also  ordered,  that  20/.  per  annum  should  be  paid  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Timberscombe  aforesaid,  to  be  annually 
laid  out  by  them  for  clothing  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish  ; and  that  the  sum 
of  Co/,  should  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Timberscombe, 
for  erecting  a gallery  in  the  parish  church  of  Timberscombe,  pursuant  to  the 
aforesaid  decree. 

The  accounts  of  the  trustees  appear  to  have  been  regularly  kept,  fi'om  the 
5th  January  1803,  to  the  present  time,  and  the  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings, 
for  carrying  the  charity  into  effect,  and  advancing  its  general  objects,  are 
regularly  entered  in  the  book  before  mentioned. 

Upon  tile  last  account,  audited  in  the  year  1824,  the  balance  due  from  the 
secretary  was  IC7  /.  5y.  1 }^d. ; and  on  the  Gth  January  1825,  an  order  was  made 
by  the  trustees  for  the  erection  of  a school-room  in  the  parish  of  Cutcombe, 
out  of  the  said  balance,  which  has  since  been  done,  at  an  expense  of  9<5 /.  or 
thereabouts. 

From  50  to  GO  boys  and  girls,  are  taught  at  the  school  at  Timberscombe, 
being  children  of  the  parishioners,  wlio  are  appointed  by  the  trustees.  They 
learn  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  tlie  catechism  of  the  Church  of  England. 
The  girls  arc  also  taught  needle-work.  The  school  is  conducted  upon  Bell’s 
Madr  as  system,  by  a master,  said  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  purpose. 

J he  sum  of  10/.  a year  directed  to  be  jiaid  to  the  jiarish  of  Cutcombe, 
for  teaching  children,  is  paid  by  J\Ir.  Nathaniel  Merchant,  the  owner  of  an 
estate  at  Timberscombe,  w ho  purchased  part  of  the  property  at  Timberscombe, 

originally 
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originally  belonging  to  the  testator,  and  which,  as  stated  in  the  Master’s  report,  Timberscombe. 
before  mentioned,  was  sold,  subject  to  this  annuity.  

The  annuity  of  40/.,  payable  by  the  said  testator’s  will  to  Baliol  college,  is  Ellsworth’s 

paid  out  of  lands  at  Timberscombe,  other  part  of  the  testator’s  estate  there. 

Poor’s  Money. 

Under  the  head  of  Poor’s  Money,  a sum  of  2/.  3^.  Qd.  used  formerly  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  poor’s  rates,  to  the  second  poor  of  the  parish,  but  no  trace  appears 
of  the  source  from  whence  this  money  was  derived.  The  principal  sum  seems  to 
have  been  lent  on  private  securities,  and  interest  is  stated  to  have  been  received 
from  particular  persons,  named  in  the  parish  books ; but  the  parish  is  said 
afterwards  to  have  called  in  the  money,  and  to  have  laid  it  out  for  some  general 
parish  purposes.  For  some  time  after  such  expenditure,  the  interest  of  the 
above  sum  was  continued  to  be  paid  out  of  the  poor  rates,  till  this  payment 
being  strongly  opposed  by  the  persons  paying  to  the  poor  rates  of  the  parish,  the 
same  was  in  or  about  the  year  1810,  discontinued. 

Poor’s  Land. 

There  is  a meadow  in  the  parish  of  Winsford,  in  this  county,  belonging  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Timberscombe,  called  Highercombe,  containing  seven 
acres,  or  thereabouts ; but  how  the  parish  became  entitled  to  this  land,  is  entirely 
unknown.  The  parish  have  been  in  possession  of  it  from  time  immemorial. 

The  parish  officers  let  this  land  generally  for  short  terms  of  years,  and  distri- 
bute the  rents  received  therefrom  among  the  poor,  not  receiving  parish  relief. ' 

It  is  now  let  by  auction  for  10/.  a year. 

The  distribution  is  made  soon  after  the  rent  is  received,  and  the  number  of 
persons  receiving  it  last  year  amounted  to  thirty-three. 
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PARISH  OF  WOOTTON  COURTNEY. 

George  Joyce’s  Charity. 

George  Joyce,  late  of  Winsford,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  by  his  will,  made  Wootton  Courtney. 

on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  May  l652,  devised  to  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  

of  Cutcombe  Winsford  and  Wootton  Courtney,  all  his  lands,  with  a messuage  George  Joyce’s 
and  appurtenances  lying  in  Winsford  aforesaid,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife 
Eleanor  .Joyce,  to  remain  to  them  for  ever,  the  rents  and  issues,  and  profits  to 
be  distributed  in  Easter  week. 

Eleanor  Joyce  died  October  3d,  1683,  and  the  will  was  afterwards  established 
by  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  year  1691. 

The  trust  premises  consist  of  a farm,  containing  about  100  acres  in  Wingfield 
parish,  vested  in  trustees,  five  being  appointed  for  each  of  the  parishes,  which 
number  has  been  kept  up  ever  since  by  successive  appointments,  and  the  lands 
regularly  transferred. 

The  trustees  for  the  parish  of  Wootton  Courtney  now  are,  Thomas  Greenslade, 

Robert  Hole,  sen.  Robert  Hole,  jun.  James  Hole,  and  Robert  Goodden,  and 
the  last  feoffment  is  dated  1st  May  1819. 

The  trustees  let  and  manage  the  farm,  which  is  now  held  by White, 

for  a term  of  seven  years,  commencing  from  Lady  day  1824,  at  a rent  of  38/. 
per  annum.  The  land  is  for  the  most  part  rough  poor  land,  and  it  is  considered 
that  the  best  rent  has  been  obtained  for  it.  The  tenant  is  under  covenants  to 
pay  the  land  tax  and  poor’s  rates,  and  to  keep  the  buildings,  gates  and  fences, 
in  repair. 

The  portion  of  the  rent  belonging  to  Wootton  Courtney  last  year,  was 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  and  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
10/.  195.  4iof. 

The  trustees  meet  to  deliberate  upon  the  proper  objects  to  be  relieved,  and 
settle  the  proportions  of  the  different  parishes,  about  a year  before  the  actual 
distribution  of  the  money,  and  the  applicants  are  expected  to  make  their  claims 
at  this  meeting,  in  order  that  the  trustees  may,  in  the  interval,  investigate  their 
claims,  by  making  the  proper  inquiries  into  their  characters. 

Rep.  15,  3 D 
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HUNDRED  OF  NORTH  CURRY. 

PARISH  OF  NORTH  CURRY. 

Gift  of  a Person  unknown. 

Tlie  sum  of  40/.  appears  to  have  been  given  to  this  parish  many  years  ago, 
the  donor  of  which  is  wholly  unknown.  The  money  is  secured  by  mortgage  on 
the  property  of  Josias  Rowsell,  of  this  parish,  and  the  interest  is  regularly  re- 
ceived by  the  churchwardens,  who  distribute  it  only  once  in  five  or  six  years, 
as  the  sum,  if  annually  given  away,  would  be  too  inconsiderable  to  be  of  any 
benefit  in  so  large  a parish. 


PARISH  OF  WEST  HATCH. 

John  Knowles’s  Charity. 

There  was  formerly  a board  in  the  church,  recording  a gift  of  5 1.  by  John 
Knowles,  to  the  second  poor  of  West  Hatch,  which  some  years  ago  was  taken 
down.  This  probably  was  the  bequest  returned  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  and  there 
stated  to  have  been  so  given  in  1724.  The  parish  have  no  other  documents 
respecting  this  donation. 

The  interest  of  that  sum  is  stated  to  be  regularly  given  away  in  bread,  the 
principal  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  successive  churchwardens. 


PARISH  OF  THORN  FALCON. 

Two  sums  of  51.  appear  to  belong  to  this  parish,  but  how  derived  is  not  with 
certainty  known  ; 5 1.  was  in  the  hands  of  a Mr.  Murlace,  since  dead,  who,  in 
his  life-time,  paid  5s.  per  annum.  Since  his  death,  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
his  son,  Barnard  Murlace,  living  at  Stoke  Saint  Mary.  The  father  a-nd  son 
have  made  this  payment  good  from  1784  to  1817  ; but  since  that  time  Barnard 
Murlace  has  been  in  insolvent  circumstances,  so  that  this  sum  must  be  considered 
as  lost. 

The  other  5/.  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newcombe,  rector  of  the 
parish,  until  his  death  in  1794.  His  executor  was  a Mr.  Dyer,  who  continued 
to  pay  the  interest  at  five  per  cent,  till  his  death  in  1821,  since  which  time  the 
payment  has  been  discontinued.  When  it  was  in  a course  of  payment,  it  was 
given  to  the  second  poor,  not  receiving  parish  relief. 


PARISH  OF  THURLBEAR. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  have  one  of  their  poor  placed  in  the  almshouse*^ 
founded  by  Sir  William  Portman,  in  the  parish  of  Staple  Fitzpaine,  in  the  same 
county.  There  are  no  other  charities  in  the  parish. 

HUNDRED  OF  FROME. 

PARISH  OF  NUNNEY. 

Charity  of  John  Fussell. 

By  a deed  poll,  dated  the  day  of  April  1819,  under  the  hands  and  seals; 
of  the  Reverend  Charles  Richards,  the  Reverend  John  Ireland,  and  Isaac  Fus- 
sell, esquire,  all  of  the  parish  of  Nunney,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  reciting, 
that  John  Fussell  had  caused  to  be  transferred  into  the  names  of  the  said  Charles 
Richards,  John  Ireland,  and  Isaac  Fussell,  the  sum  of  300/.  capital  stock,  in 
the  navy  five  per  cent  annuities,  as  a charitable  donation,  upon  the  trusts  and 
for  the  purposes  thereinafter  mentioned ; it  is  witnessed,  that  they  the  said 
Charles  Richards,  John  Ireland,  and  Isaac  Fussell,  and  their  successors,  and 
surviving  and  continuing,  or  new  trustees,  to  be  appointed  as  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  their  representatives,  should  at  all  times  for  ever  thereafter,  stand 
possessed  of  the  said  sum  of  300/.  capital  stock,  and  of  the  dividends  and  income 
arising  therefrom,  upon  trust,  to  continue  the  same  sum  of  300/.  capital  stock, 
navy  five  per  cent  bank  annuities,  in  the  same  or  some  other  parliamentary 

or 
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or  public  stocks,  funds  or  securities,  at  interest,  with  power,  from  time  to 
time,  to  vary  the  securities,  and  should,  from  time  to  time,  thereout,  in  the 
first  place  discharge  all  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed 
in  them,  and  should  thereout  in  every  year,  at  Christmas,  for  ever,  pay  unto 
the  officiating  minister  of  the  parish  church  of  Nunney  aforesaid,  an  annual 
sum  of  31.  (part  of  the  same  dividends  and  interest),  toward  a subscription 
and  remuneration  for  the  preaching  a sermon  or  lecture  in  the  same  church,  on 
Sunday  evenings,  provided  there  should  be  such  service  and  sermon,  or  lecture, 
performed  or  preached;  and  also  should  thereout,  yearly,  at  Christmas,  for 
ever  thereafter,  pay  unto  the  persons  for  the  time  being,  who  should  attend  as 
singers,  or  who  should  form  the  choir  of  the  said  parish  church  of  Nunney, 
provided  there  should  beany  such,  under  the  direction  of  the  officiating  minister 
and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  parish  and  parish  church  of 
Nunney,  the  clear  sum  of  1205.;  and  further,  should  thereout  yearly,  at  Christ- 
mas, for  ever  thereafter,  pay  and  apply  unto  and  for  the  benefit  and  support  of 
a Sunday  school,  to  be  maintained  on  the  principles  of  the  established  church, 
on  Sundays,  within  the  parish  of  Nunney,  aforesaid,  on  Dr.  Bell’s  plan,  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  of  the  said  minister  and  churchwardens,  for  the  time  being, 
of  the  said  parish,  the  further  clear  sum  of  4/.;  and  further  upon  trust,  that 
they,  the  said  trustees,  should  yearly,  at  Christmas,  for  ever  thereafter,  pay  and 
apply  all  the  residue  of  the  said  dividends  and  interest,  which  might  be  unapplied 
or  undisposed  of,  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  the  sums  of  not  less  than  105.  or 
more  than  20  5.  to  any  poor  family  belonging  to  and  residing  within  the  parish 
of  Nunney  aforesaid,  who  should  be  of  reputable  and  industrious  habits  and 
character,  and  who  should  not  have  received  parochial  relief  for  six  months 
previous  thereto  ; the  objects  to  be  from  time  to  time  nominated  and  approved  by 
the  said  minister  and  chui’chwardens,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  parish  ; and 
in  case  at  any  time  thereafter,  such  sermon  or  evening  lecture  should  be  dis- 
continued, or  not  preached,  or  if  there  should  be  no  singers,  or  established 
choir,  within  the  said  parish  of  Nunney  aforesaid,  or  in  case  there  should  be 
no  Sunday  school  continued  as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  each  and  every  such 
event  or  deficiency,  the  dividends  and  interest  should  be  disposed  of  for  the 
use  of  so  many  more  deserving  poor  families,  within  the  parish  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  provisions  and  trusts  last  therein  before  mentioned,  and  to,  for 
and  upon  none  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever ; with  a power  for  the  rector 
and  churchwardens,  for  the  time  being,  to  appoint  a new  trustee  or  new 
trustees,  in  the  place  of  any  trustee  or  trustees  dying,  or  desiring  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  aforesaid  trusts,  or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  act,  or  becoming 
incapable  of  acting. 

John  Fussell,  the  donor,  died  a few  years  ago,  leaving  the  said  300/.  navy 
fives,  vested  in  the  names  of  the  Reverend  Charles  Richards,  rector,  the  Rev. 
John  Ireland,  curate  of  Nunney  aforesaid,  and  Isaac  Fussell,  esquire,  his  nephew, 
who  have  applied  the  dividends  as  directed  h}^  the  above  deed  ; but  the  five  per 
cents  having  been  reduced  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  four  per  cents,  the  amount 
of  the  residue,  after  satisfying  the  specific  sums  appropriated  by  the  donor  to 
to  the  officiating  minister,  the  choir,  and  the  school,  has  been  of  course 
diminished. 


Nuniiev. 


John  I'ussell’s 
Charity, 
continued. 


HUNDRED  OF  HUNTSPILL. 
PARISH  OF  HUNTSPILL. 


Philip  Hembery’s  Charity. 


Church  Table. — “ Philip  Hemherij,  of  this  parish,  yeoman,  by  his  will,  gave 
5/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  on  Christmas  day,  for  ever,  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  at  their  discretion,  in  equal  loaves  of  bread,  to 
ten  poor  persons  of  this  parish,  having  no  relief.  He  died  November  30th, 
1785.” 

The  principal  sum  is  not  in  existence  ; but  the  interest  thereof  is  answered 
out  of  the  jiarish  rates,  55.  a year  being  laid  out  in  bread,  which,  together 
with  the  bread  arising  from  other  similar  charities,  is  distributed  the  day  after 
Christinas-day,  among  the  second  poor. 

, Rep.  15.  3 D 2 Jacob 
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Jacob  Dean’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Mr.  Jacob  Dean,  by  his  will,  gave  20/.  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  this  parish,  in  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest, 
and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  in  every 
year,  for  ever,  equally,  between  20  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish,  who  shall 
not  receive  weekly  pay  therefrom.  He  died  April  11th,  l803. 

Twenty  shillings  is  distributed  among  20  poor  aged  or  infirm  persons,  not  re- 
ceiving weekly  pay,  the  day  after  Christmas-day,  as  the  donor  directed.” 

James  Comer’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ James  Comer,  late  of  Cheddar,  in  this  county,  yeoman, 
by  h is  will,  gave  20/.  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this 
parish,  upon  this  trust,  that  they  perpetually  keep  the  same  out  at  use,  on  suf- 
ficient security,  and  at  their  discretion  distribute  the  yearly  interest  thereof,  for 
ever,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  having  no  relief.  He  died  June  22il,  1733.” 
This  sum  has  been  merged  in  the  parish  stock  ; but  the  interest  is  answered 
out  of  the  rates,  which  is  laid  out  in  bread,  and  distributed  in  the  manner 
directed. 

James  Saunders’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ James  Saunders,  of  this  parish,  by  his  will,  gave  51., 

the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  on  Christmas-day,  for  ever,  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers,  at  their  discretion,  in  10  equal  loaves  of  bread,  to  10 
poor  persons  of  this  parish,  having  no  relief.  He  died  Oct.  7th,  1743.” 

This  is  laid  out  in  bread,  and  distributed  in  the  manner  directed. 

William  Jeffery’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Mr.  William  Jeffery,  by  his  will  gave  10/.,  the  interest  of 
the  same  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  on  Christmas- 
day,  for  ever,  at  their  discretion,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  having  no  relief. 
He  died  November  30th,  I76O.” 

The  interest  of  the  above  mentioned  sum  is  distributed  as  in  the  cases  imme- 
diately preceding. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  How’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  How,  late  of  Huntspill,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  clerk,  by 
his  will,  dated  3d  September  1817>  (amongst  other  bequests)gave  to  the  Rev.  John 
Lee,  Perry  Dicken,  clerk,  John  Wood,  and  Richard  Henry  Strong,  all  of  Tiverton, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  the  sum  of  200/.  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  and  invest  the 
same  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  5 per  cent,  or  other  bank  annuities,  in  the 
names  of  his  said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  or  as  many  of  them  as  might 
be  admitted,  and  the  rector  of  Huntspill  aforesaid  for  the  time  then  being ; and 
upon  the  death  of  any  or  either  of  the  said  trustees,  or  of  the  said  rector.  Tor  the 
time  being,  he  thereby  directed  his  said  trustees  to  nominate  and  elect  the  suc- 
ceeding rector,  and  some  other  fit  and  proper  person  or  persons  in  their  room, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  transfer  and  vest  the  said  stock,  so  that  the  same  might 
always  stand  and  be  vested  in  the  names  of  such  trustees,  and  the  rector  of 
Huntspill  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  and  upon  trust,  that  they  the  said  trus- 
tees, and  the  said  rector,  for  the  time  being,  should  pay  and  apply  the  annual 
interests  and  dividends  of  the  said  stock  so  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  to  or 
for  the  master  or  teacher  of  the  school  at  Huntspill  aforesaid,  as  long  as  there 
should  continue  to  be  taught  daily  in  such  school,  free  of  expense  to  their 
parents,  the  number  of  ten  children  at  the  least,  to  be  nominated  by  the  offici- 
ating minister  of  Huntspill  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being;  and  if  at  any  time 
thereafter  the  said  school  should  cease  to  be  kept  in  manner  aforesaid,  then 
upon  trust,  that  they  the  said  trustees,  for  the  time  being,  should  lay  out  and 
apply  the  interest  and  dividends  of  the  said  stock  in  the  purchase  of  blankets 
and  necessary  clothing,  and  distribute  the  same  yearly  at  Christmas,  unto  and 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Huntspill  aforesaid,  by  the  direction  and 
approbation  of  the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish,  for  the  time 
being. 

The  sum  so  left,  less  by  the  legacy  duty,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  5 per 
cent  stock,  which  has  since  been  reduced  to  the  new  fours,  being  181  /.  145.  6 c/- 
in  that  stock,  and  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  7/.  5 5.  8 c/.  The  stock 
was  originally  purchased  in  the  names  of  the  Reverend  John  Ley,  of  Tiver- 
ton ; the  Reverend  Perry  Dicken,  of  Witheridge,  Devon,  and  John  Wood, 
of  Tiverton  aforesaid;  together  with  the  Reverend  John  Cooke  Rogers, 
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the  late  rector  of  Huntspill,  and  it  is  now  about  to  be  transferred  into  the  names 
of  the  present  rector,  the  Rev.  Noel  Thomas  Ellison,  and  the  said  trustees,  as 
directed  by  the  said  will.  The  dividends  are  received  through  the  hands  of  the 
said  Mr.  John  Wood,  attorney  at  law,  at  Tiverton,  by  the  rector. 

Ten  children,  under  this  charity,  are  sent  to  Mr.  John  Burnett,  a school- 
master, at  Huntspill,  who  educates  other  children  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
annual  income  above  mentioned  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  in  respect  of  such 
ten  boys,  who  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  Many  of  these  boys 
go  to  the  Sunday  school,  which  is  superintended  by  the  rector. 


Huntspill. 


The  Rev. 
Thomas  How’s 
Charity, 
continued. 

\ ^ / 


PARISH  OF  PURITON. 

School  and  Charity  Land. 

There  are  some  lands  lielonging  to  this  parish,  of  which  five  acres  are  pas-  Puriton. 

ture,  and  about  two  arable  ; but  how  they  became  parish  property,  or  for  what  — — 
pai  ticular  purpose  they  were  granted  or  devised,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  for  School  and^Chanty 
although  there  is  a hearsay  report  in  the  place,  that  a person,  named  John 
Bishop,  who  is  supposed  to  have  died  about  the  year  I617,  devised  these  lands 
to  the  parish,  yet  this  tradition  cannot  be  traced  to  any  certain  or  satisfactory 
source  ; his  will  can  neither  be  found  at  Wells,  or  at  Doctors  Commons. 

We  find  in  the  old  parish  books  frequent  notice  taken  of  this  property,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  a minute  occurs  of  the  letting  of  the  land,  wherein  the 
terms  of  the  demise  are  stated,  as  also  the  amount  of  the  rent  reserved. 

Among  the  items  of  expenditure  in  those  books  is  sometimes  mentioned  a 
payment  to  the  schoolmaster  of  a weekly  salary,  which  appears  to  have  been 
satisfied  out  of  the  rent  of  the  land  ; and  the  amount  of  the  salary  seems  to  have 
varied  with  the  amount  of  the  rent.  The  payments  upon  this  account  have  been 
for  some  time  discontinued  altogether,  owing  to  some  dissention  in  the  parish 
respecting  the  application  of  the  money  ; but  a few  years  ago,  when  the  rent 
was  a little  more  than  13/.  the  schoolmaster  received  a weekly  payment  of  5 s. 
being  at  a rate  equivalent  to  the  whole  of  such  rent.  When  this  income  has 
not  been  applied  in  support  of  the  school,  it  has  been  distributed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  in  small  sums  among  the  poor, 
the  quantum  to  each  person  being  regulated  by  a scale  rising  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  their  children,  without  regard  to  any  difference  of 
moral  character,  or  any  other  title  to  be  relieved. 

The  little  permanent  good  that  has  been  found  to  result  from  such  an  appli- 
cation of  this  money,  has  made  the  more  considerate  part  of  the  parish,  and 
particularly  the  vicar,  desirous  of  rendering  this  charitable  fund  the  means  of 
supporting  an  useful  and  creditable  school  in  the  parish  ; which,  considering 
the  use  that  has  from  time  to  time,  at  distant  and  recent  periods,  been  made 
thereof,  for  the  maintenance  of  such  an  establishment,  seems  as  likely  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  original  purpose  of  the  donation,  as  any  that  can  be 
suggested.  The  chief  difficulty  that  has  hitherto  stood  in  the  way  of  such  an 
arrangement,  has  been  the  contention  concerning  the  proper  authority  to  appoint 
the  master.  When  a master  has  been  appointed  not  agreeably  to  the  personal 
inclination  or  wishes  of  the  churchwardens,  the  application  of  the  rents  towards 
his  support  appears  to  have  been  vexatiously  refused  by  them. 

As  far  as  usage  goes,  it  speaks  for  the  authority  of  the  minister  of  the  parish 
in  this  respect ; and  it  seems  obvious,  that  if  the  appointment  were  at  once,  by 
general  consent,  committed  to  his  discretion,  the  parish  would  have  the  best 
security  for  the  impartiality  and  propriety  of  its  exercise. 

In  consequence  of  what  occurred  on  our  examination  into  this  case,  we  have 
been  since  given  to  understand,  that  these  points  have  been  taken  into  consi- 
deration in  the  parish,  and  that  it  has  been  resolved  to  pay  a weekly  sum  out  of 
the  rents  of  the  premises  above  alluded  to,  to  a person  of  character  and  ability 
in  the  parish,  to  be  appointed  by  the  vestry,  for  instructing  the  poor  children 
in  reading,  writing  and  casting  accounts,  teaching  them  their  catechism,  and 
taking  them  to  church  on  Sundays,  for  which  he  is  in  future  to  have  45.  per 
week,  as  long  as  the  rents  will  allow  it.  He  is  also  to  have  the  use  of  the 
school-room,  and  to  be  at  liberty  to  take  what  pay  scholars  he  chuses,  so  as  that 
the  number  does  not  altogether  exceed  fifty.  The  surplus  of  the  rents  is 
intended  to  be  distributed  among  the  second  poor. 

Rep.  \5.  3 D 3 


There 


Puri  ton. 

School  and  Charity 
Land, 
continued. 


394  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

There  appears  to  be  a sum  of  50  1.  now  vested  in  the  Bridgewater  turnpike 
trust,  produced  by  the  savings  of  tlie  income  of  these  lands,  which  it  has 
been  agreed  to  employ  in  fitting  up  the  school-room,  and  furnishing  books  and 
implements  proper  for  giving  a commencement  to  the  institution.  There  is  a 
loft  over  the  workhouse,  long  known  by  the  name  of  the  School-loft,  and  from 
time  immemorial  used  occasionally  as  a parish  school,  which  shows  what  the 
custom  has  been  at  this  place,  and  which  seems  to  give  a colour  of  peculiar  pro- 
priety to  the  measure  about  to  be  adopted. 

The  rent  of  these  lands  has  varied  according  to  the  times  and  opportunities 
of  letting.  Many  years  ago  they  used  to  yield  about  51.  or  C/.  but  have  been 
generally  for  the  last  20  years  upon  the  advance,  and  is  now  15/.  per  annum. 


HUNDRED  OF  WEST  KINGSBURY. 
PARISH  OF  BISHOPS  L Y D E A R D. 


The  Almshouse. 


Bishops  Lydeard. 


The  Almshouse. 


The  original  deed  of  endowment  could  not  be  produced ; but  we  find,  b7 
an  indenture,  made  9th  August  1722,  (being  a deed  for  the  transfer  of  the 
charity  estate  to  new  trustees),  that  by  a deed,  bearing  date  20th  January, 
2.  Car.  1,  Sir  Richard  Grobham,  baronet,  did,  among  other  things,  thereby  settle 
the  manor  of  Burbadge,  and  all  other  his  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  pastures, 
rents,  reversions,  woods,  underwoods,  and  other  hereditaments  in  Burbadge  and 
Bishops  Lydeard,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  upon  certain  trustees  therein 
mentioned,  upon  trust,  that  they,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  yearly,  for  ever, 
bestow  and  employ  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  the  said  Sir  Richard  Grobham’s  almshouse,  by  him  erected 
and  built  u])on  the  said  manor,  and  for  the  relief,  livelihood,  maintenance  and 
comfort  of  the  poor  peo])le  that  then  were,  and  from  time  to  time  should  be 
admitted  thereunto,  and  abiding  and  dwelling  therein. 

The  property  so  vested  in  the  original  trustees  has  been  brought  down  by 
aseries  of  conveyances  to  tlie  present  trustees,  who  are  Sir  John  Trevelyan, 
Sir  T.  B.  Lethbridge,  Mr.  Trevelyan,  Mr.  Popham,  Mr.  John  Peter  Perring, 
Mr.  Smith,  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Spencer,  the  Rev.  William  Barnard,  and  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Escott. 

These  premises  have  been  transmitted  without  any  loss  or  alteration,  except 
by  an  exchange  which  was  made  with  Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge,  in  virtue 
of  an  Act  of  the  4th  of  His  present  Majesty,  c.  92.  The  land  which  was 
given  up  bv  the  trustees  of  the  charity  to  Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge,  consisted 
altogether  of  18  a.  2r.  35  p.,  and  the  land  received  in  exchange  consisted  of 
21a.  1r.  27 p.,  s.0  that  the  difference  in  quantity  in  favour  of  the  charity  was 
2 a.  2r.  32p.  ; we  understand,  also,  that  the  situation  of  what  was  so  taken  from 
Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge  was  advantageous  to  the  charity,  and  it  is  further  said, 
that  it  has  gained  by  the  exchange  in  the  quality  of  the  land. 

The  income  of  the  almshouse  has  been  increased  by  this  arrangement  28/. 


The  total  quantity  of  the  lands  now  belonging  to  the  same  is  now  42  a.  1 r.  3p. 


The  property  is  let  by  auction,  for  short  terms  of  years,  at  rack-rent,  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  present  rent  being  ------ 

There  is  a sum  of  70/.  in  the  Taunton  Savings  Bank,  which  pays  four  per 
cent  interest  - --  --  --  --  -- 

Making  the  total  income  - - - £ 


£. 

s.  d. 

123 

9 - 

3 

10  - 

1 126 

19  - 

The  almshouse,  which  is  kept  in  comfortable  repair,  is  a substantial  stone 
building,  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  with  eight  dwellings,  four  of  which  have 
small  sleeping  apartments,  and  each  of  the  poor  people  has  a small  piece  of  garden 
ground,  the  whole  amounting  to  1 a.  & 29  p. 

The  present  inhabitants  consist  of  seven  men  and  one  woman,  appointed  by 
the  trustees  from  among  the  most  respectable  part  of  the  poor. 


•The 


Somerset.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  395 


The  weekly  payments  to  the  poor  people  of  3 s.  a week  each,  amounted  to  - 
The  salary  for  collecting  rent  is  -------  - 

£.  2.  a year  is  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  parish,  for  reading  prayers  to  the  alms- 
people,  which  he  does  under  the  superintendence  of  the  resident  minister 
The  average  of  repairs  of  the  almshouse,  and  of  the  buildings  upon  the 
property,  may  be  about  - --  --  --  - 


£.  s.  d. 

62  8 - 

3 3- 


12  - - 


£. 


80  1 1 - 


Leaving  a surplus  of  46/.  8^.  0\d. 

Out  of  the  surplus  income,  the  trustees  intend  to  give  the  poor  people  one 
hundred  weight  of  coals  every  three  months,  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
increase  to  the  extent  of  their  whole  consumption,  if  the  funds  will  admit  of  it. 

In  1804,  the  payments  to  the  eight  objects  of  the  charity  were  2/.  I65. 
a month.  In  1805,  they  were  increased  to  4/.  45.  ; and  in  1809,  to  4/.  I65. 
the  present  amount. 

The  debtor  and  creditor  accounts  of  the  charity  appear  to  have  been  regu- 
larly kept  by  Mr.  Charter,  in  a book  for  the  purpose,  and  audited  annually  by 
the  trustees.  At  the  last  audit,  the  balance  was  58/.  25.  6c/.,  which  would  have 
been  much  larger,  if  it  had  not  been  for  considerable  sums  necessarily  ex- 
pended upon  the  buildings  taken  from  Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge,  which  will  it  is 
said  not  require  any  more  money  to  be  laid  out  upon  them  for  many  years. 


Thomas  Dyke’s  Charity. 

By  an  indenture  of  lease,  dated  10th  October,  19  Car.  II,  (I667),  Thomas 
Dyke^  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  did  demise  unto  Sir  John 
Warre,  John  Turbervill,  esquire,  David  Slocombe,  John  Newcourte,  Richard 
Sindercombe,  Philip  Cornish,  William  Knight,  Thomas  Clement,  John  Bickham, 
and  Robert  Bulte,  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  one  fourth  part 
of  the  rectories  or  parsonages  impropriate  of  the  parishes  of  Winsford  and 
Kings  Brompton  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  and  the  fourth  part  of  the  tithes 
of  Rattshanger  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Kings  Brompton  aforesaid,  and  the  fourth 
part  of  all  the  tithes  of  corn,  grain,  hay,  wool,  lambs,  pigs,  geese,  hemp,  flax,  and 
of  all  other  tithes,  tenths,  pensions,  portions,  oblations,  obventions,  annual 
rents,  profits,  commodities,  emoluments,  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  to  the 
said  rectories  belonging  ; to  hold  fora  term  of  5,000  years,  to  commence  imme- 
diately after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas  Dyke,  under  the  rent  of  one  pepper 
corn,  and  the  chief  rents  in  respect  of  the  said  one  quarter  part  during  the  said 
term,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them, 
and  the  assigns  of  the  survivors  or  survivor,  should,  at  or  before  the  10th 
day  of  December,  yearly,  during  the  said  term,  pay  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  demised  premises  unto  the  churchwardens  of  the  respective  parishes 
of  Kingston,  Kings  Brompton,  and  Bishops  Lydeard,  for  the  time  being,  and 
their  successors,  by  equal  portions,  to  be  by  them  distributed  unto  and  amongst 
the  most  indigent  and  needy  poor  people  of  the  said  several  parishes,  yearly, 
upon  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  vicar 
and  minister  of  each  parish,  for  the  time  being,  for  and  towards  their  better  and 
more  plentiful  relief,  comfort  and  maintenance  ; and  in  and  by  the  said  deed, 
it  was  further  declared,  by  the  said  Thomas  Dyke,  that  upon  the  deaths  of  the 
greater  number  of  the  trustees  aforesaid,  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them 
should  convey  and  assign  over  the  said  premises  for  all  the  residue  of  the  said 
term  then  to  come  and  unexpired,  unto  several  other  persons,  to  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  lany  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county 
of  Somerset,  for  the  time  being,  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  aforesaid. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  down  by  a succession  of  new  appointments 
and  transfers,  and  the  present  trustees  are  Sir  Thomas  Buckler  Lethbridge,  and 
John  Knight,  of  Kingston,  farmer. 

Two  other  quarter  parts  of  the  impropriate  tithes  in  the  above  deed  men- 
tioned, belong  to  St.  Mary’s  Hall,  in  Oxford,  by  virtue  of  a deed  of  settlement 
made  by  the  said  Thomas  Dyke,  and  of  the  remaining  quarter.  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  Ackland  is  seised  in  fee. 

The  entirety  of  the  tithes  has  been  always  let  by  the  joint  demise  of  the 
above  named  proprietors  at  rack  rent,  and  generally  for  short  terms.  In  the 
year  1785,  the  above  mentioned  tithes  and  premises  were  let  to  a tenant  for 
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seven  years,  at  a rent  of  120/.  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  lease,  the  tenant 
held  over  upon  the  same  terms.  Upon  his  death,  his  son-in-law  continued  in 
the  possession  of  the  premises  upon  the  same  terms  till  1822,  without  any  fresh 
demise  to  him.  In  the  year  1822,  John  Roals  entered  into  possession,  as  tenant 
from  year  to  year,  at  the  rent  of  200/.  per  annum,  paying  all  outgoings  except 
a fee-farm  rent  of  17 /.  l5.  10c/.  which  he  is  allowed. 

The  tithes  of  Winsford  and  of  Kings  Brompton,  had  been,  previously  to  this 
letting,  put  up  to  auction,  at  which  auction  they  were  bought  in  by  the  pro- 
prietors, and  the  rent  that  was  afterwards  obtained,  exceeded  the  highest 
bidding  upon  both  of  the  above  premises. 

On  the  26th  December  1821,  the  tithes  of  Kings  Brompton  were  valued  by 
a respectable  surveyor  in  the  county,  at  the  gross  amount  of  184/.  l5.  8c/, 
leaving  out  the  tithe  of  hay,  reduced  to  155  /.  145,  by  land-tax,  poor-rate,  and 
the  liability  to  the  repairs  of  the  chancel.  Supposing  a disputed  modus  of 
165.  2c/.  for  hay  to  be  a valid  modus,  then  the  net  yearly  value  would,  according 
to  the  same  valuation,  be  156/.  IO5.  2c/. ; and  supposing  the  said  modus  to  be 
not  good,  then  the  net  value  of  the  tithes,  including  hay,  was  estimated  at 
254  /.  14  5. 

According  to  the  same  valuation,  the  gross  annual  value  of  the  tithes  of 
Winsford,  was  105  /.  35.  which  would  be  reduced  by  payment  of  poor’s  rate 
and  land-tax,  to  the  net  income  of  83/.  17^-  9d. ; the  same  added  to  the  net 
value  of  the  tithes  of  Kings  Brompton,  supposing  the  modus  good,  would  be 
240/.  7-?*  11^/.;  and  supposing  the  modus  bad,  then  the  net  annual  value  of 
the  tithes  of  both  parishes  would  be  together,  338/.  II5.  9 c?* 

The  tenants  before  the  last  letting,  were  under  a stipulation  to  repair  the 
chancels  of  the  two  churches  of  Kings  Brompton  and  Winsford ; this,  how- 
ever, was  not  done,  so  that  both  chancels  fell  into  considerable  dilapidation,  and 
it  became  a question  of  expediency  for  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  either  to 
enforce  the  performance  of  the  stipulation  by  legal  steps,  or  to  repair  the 
chancel  themselves  out  of  the  trust  fund,  and  to  stipulate  with  the  incoming 
tenants  for  continuing  them  in  that  state  of  repair;  and  considering  the  expense 
that  would  be  incurred  by  prosecuting  the  tenants,  it  was  judged  better  to 
adopt  the  last  alternative. 

From  1822,  the  time  of  the  last  letting  as  aforesaid,  allowing  for  the  deduction 
of  the  fee-farm  rent,  there  would  be  a net  income  of  182/.  18  5.  2 c?.  to  be  shared 
between  the  several  proprietors,  the  quarter  part  of  which  would  be  45/.  145.  6c?. 
and  the  third  part  of  that  being  the  share  to  the  parish  of  Bishops  Lydeard, 
would  be  15/.  45.  10//.  But  the  trustees  paid  only  for  the  first  year  after  the 
last  letting,  the  sum  of  10/.  to  Bishops  Lydeard,  and  the  second  year, 
10/.  85.  4c/.  ; so  that  putting  out  of  consideration  their  contribution  to  the 
repairs  of  the  chancels,  tlie  payment  to  them  would  come  short  of  their  due, 
10/.  I5.  4</.  But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  an  additional  sum  of  about  100/. 
out  of  the  whole  income,  has  been  laid  out  upon  the  chancels,  the  surveyor’s 
charge,  law  expenses,  advertisements,  &c.  making  the  contributory  share  of 
Bishops  Lydeard  nearly  about  equal  to  the  above  mentioned  deficiency. 

The  share  so  coming  to  the  parish  of  Bishops  Lydeard  has  been  distributed 
every  year  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  without  making  any  distinction  be- 
tween those  receiving  and  those  not  receiving  parochial  relief ; but  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  have  undertaken  to  confine  the  distribution  to  that  part  of 
the  poor  who  are  not  on  the  parish  books,  and  to  such  as  have  been  observed 
to  do  their  best  to  live  independently  of  parish  relief. 

John  Daw’s  Charity. 

John  Daw,  in  his  life-time,  on  or  about  the  year  1732,  deposited  in  the  hands 
of  eight  trustees,  then  resident  or  having  lands  in  the  parish  of  Bishops  Lydeard, 
the  sum  of  200/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance  ; iGO/. 
part  of  which  sum,  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  premises  called  Ash  Week 
tenement,  in  the  said  parish ; and  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated 
26th  and  27th  December  1732,  and  made  between  Francis  Collins  and  Dorothy 
his  wife,  of  the  first  part ; the  said  John  Daw,  of  the  second  part ; and  eight 
trustees,  viz. ; John  Periam,  esquire.  Cannon  Southey,  esquire,  Thomas  Slocombe, 
Thomas  Seaman,  John  Winter,  John  Adams,  and  John  Stevens,  of  the  third 
part ; the  said  Francis  Collins  and  wife,  did  convey  unto  the  said  eight  trus- 
tees, a messuage  and  tenement,  two  orchards,  one  garden,  two  closes  of  land, 

commonly 
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commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Ash  Week  tenement,  containing  in  the  whole, 
by  estimation,  5^  acres;  and  also  the  meadow  commonly  called  Broad  Mead, 
or  Nation’s  Mead,  containing  acre,  more  or  less,  all  which  premises  were 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Bishops  Lydeard;  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  trus- 
tees, their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they  and  the  survivors  and  survivor 
of  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  of  the  survivors  of  them  for  the  time 
being,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  demise  the  said  premises  as  they 
should  think  fit,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  21  years,  at  the  most  improved  rent 
or  rents,  and  should  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  said  rents  in  cloth  coats  for 
men,  and  cloth  waistcoats  for  women,  to  be  made  of  such  cloth  as  they  should 
think  fit,  and  should,  upon  the  20th  December  yearly,  for  ever,  or  within  10 
days  after  that  day,  at  the  church  porch  of  Bishops  Lydeard  aforesaid,  deliver 
and  distribute  the  same  to  and  amongst  such  and  so  many  of  the  poor  aged, 
honest,  laborious  and  industrious  people  belonging  to  and  residing  within  the 
said  parish,  as  were  likely  to  become  burdensome  to  the  parishioners  and  owners 
of  lands  and  tenements  in  the  same  parish  ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  they 
the  said  trustees  should  enter,  in  the  poor  book,  or  some  other  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  the  names  of  all  such  poor  persons  to  whom  any  coats  and 
waistcoats  should  be  so  given,  together  with  the  price  of  every  such  coat  and 
waistcoat,  to  the  intent  that  all  or  any  of  the  parishioners  and  inhabitants,  and 
owners  of  lands  and  tenements,  within  the  said  parish,  might  from  time  to  time 
have  recourse  to  such  book,  to  be  informed  how  and  to  whom  such  coats  and 
waistcoats  were  given,  that  they  might  be  satisfied  how  such  rents  and  monies 
were  disposed  of ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  the  number  of  three  persons,  that  then  three  such  surviving  trustees 
as  could  appear  and  act,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  his  and  their 
heirs,  should  convey  the  said  trust  premises  unto  two  discreet  and  worthy 
neighbouring  gentlemen,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  immediately  reconvey  the 
said  premises  unto  the  said  three  or  other  surviving  trustees,  together  with  such 
and  so  many  new  trustees  as  would  make  up  the  number  of  eight,  to  be  chosen 
out  of  the  most  honest,  discreet,  and  substantial  inhabitants  then  inhabiting 
within  the  parish  of  Bishops  Lydeard,  or  other  proprietors  of  lands  and  tene- 
ments within  the  said  parish,  as  such  surviving  trustees,  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  in  his  or  their  discretion  should  think  most  fit,  upon  the 
like  trusts  and  with  the  same  powers. 

The  said  John  Daw  died  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  December  1753. 

In  the  year  1763,  there  being  three  surviving  trustees,  a new  appointment 
took  place  of  five  others,  to  make  up  the  number  eight,  and  the  legal  estate  in 
the  premises  was  accordingly  conveyed  to  them.  In  the  year  1776,  there  being 
only  two  remaining  trustees,  Thomas  Slocombe  and  George  Green,  six  others 
were  appointed,  and  indentures  of  conveyance,  dated  3rd  and  4th  June  I766, 
to  Robert  Blake,  esquire,  and  John  Farthing,  upon  trust,  to  re-convey  the  said 
trust  premises  to  the  said  Thomas  Slocombe,  George  Green,  and  the  six  other 
trustees,  so  chosen,  were  prepared,  and  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  dated  29th 
and  SOth  September  1777>  were  also  prepared  for  Blake  and  Farthing  to 
re-convey. 

Neither  of  the  conveyances  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  estate  to  the 
new  trustees,  was  executed,  and  nothing  has  since  been  done,  to  bring  down  the 
legal  estate. 

It  was  stated  to  us,  that  in  the  year  1800  notice  was  given  to  the  then  tenant, 
to  determine  his  interest,  in  order  to  let  the  land  to  more  advantage,  and  ac- 
.cordingly  it  was  put  up  to  auction,  but  without  success,  as  no  person  attended 
to  bid  for  it ; but  it  is  stated,  that  a Mr.  Winter  entered  upon  the  trust  land,  and 
remained  in  the  unauthorised  possession  of  it  from  Lady-day  1800,  until 
Michaelmas  I8O6,  when  an  ejectment  was  brought  to  recover  the  premises, 
which  was  tried  at  the  Taunton  spring  assizes,  I8O6,  and  in  which  the  plain- 
tiffs failed  from  some  defect  in  the  evidence. 

At  Michaelmas  I8O6  the  premises  were  given  up  to  the  then  trustees,  but 
it  appears  that  the  intermediate  rents  have  never  been  paid. 

In  the  same  year,  the  premises  being  put  up  to  auction,  were  let  to  William 
Lockier,  from  year  to  year,  at  a rent  of  20/. 

They  consist  of  an  orchard,  a meadow,  and  a piece  of  arable  land,  in  all 
about  seven  acres. 
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The  rent  of  ‘2.01.  continued  to  be  regulariy  paid  till  about  five  years  ago, 
when  it  was  reduced  to  14  1.  which  is  the  present  amount.  The  interest  of  the 
present  tenant  expires  at  Christmas,  wheu  a new  letting  is  to  take  place,  at 
28 1.  a year. 

The  book  of  accounts  was  produced,  containing  a regular  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenses  down  to  1799,  excepting  the  period  of  Mr.  Winter’s 
occupation,  and  the  accounts  for  1800,  are  ready  prepared  to  be  entered  in  the 
book.  The  costs  of  the  suit  above  mentioned,  amounted  to  124/.  which  of 
course  suspended  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  charity  for  a considerable 
period. 

A regular  application  of  the  money  is  made  in  the  purchase  of  cloth  for  the 
making  of  coats,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  deed,  the  relief  varying  in 
amount,  according  to  the  price  of  the  article. 

A part  of  the  balance  has  been  invested  in  a bond  for  501.  on  the  Taunton 
turnpike  trust. 


Lost  Charities. 


Lost  Charities.  We  find  that  the  sum  of  1 /.  l5.  a year,  used  to  be  paid  by  the  tenant  of  a 
farm,  called  Conquest  Farm,  in  this  parish  ; and  also  a similar  sum  by  the  tenant 
of  another  farm,  called  Eyton  Farm,  in  Bromfield  parish  ; about  twenty  years 
ago,  both  these  sums  were  in  a course  of  payment,  but  there  are  no  deeds  or 
documents  to  show  that  they  were  ever  charged  upon  the  above  mentioned 
premises,  or  either  of  them,  so  that  under  present  circumstances,  there  appear 
to  be  no  means  of  enforcing  the  payment.  ‘ 


PARISH  OF  WEST  BUCKLAND. 

Richard  Blackmore’s  Charity. 

West  Ruckland.  There  was  formerly  an  inscription  on  the  wall  of  West  Buckland  Church, 
— before  the  church  was  white-washed,  of  which  the  following  copy  has  been 

moiVs  Charit^'  preserved  : — 

lores  lari  y.  Richard  Blacicmore  201,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  the  interest  to  be 

given  to  the  poor  that  hath  no  relief  by  the  poor  rate,  for  ever,  by  my  executors, 
during  their  life,  yearly  ; afterwards,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers.” 

This  20/.  appears  to  have  been  long  ago  expended  upon  parish  objects,  the 
rates  being  considered  as  liable  to  make  an  annual  payment  of  205.  as  the  inte- 
rest of  the  said  sum  to  the  second  poor,  which  payment  is  accordingly  made. 


John  Salter’s  Charity. 


/ 


John  Salter's  A payment  of  5s.  annually,  is  also  made  to  the  second  poor,  out  of  the  rates,- 
Chanty.  respect  of  a gift,  upwards  of  100  years  ago  made  by  one  John  Salter. 


Having  been  informed,  that  there  used  to  be  formerly  a sum  of  20  s.  per 
annum  paid  to  the  second  poor  of  West  Buckland,  out  of  an  estate  in  that 
parish  called  the  Farm  Estate,  now  belonging  to  the  Rev.  John  Gale,  the  in- 
cumbent of  Angersleigh,  we  have  made  inquiries  respecting  it,  and  have  been 
assured  by  Mr.  Gale,  that  there  is  no  such  charge  upon  his  estate,  contained  in 
any  of  the  deeds  or  writings  relating  to  that  property,  but  that  his  deceased 
father  during  a course  of  years,  paid  that  annual  sum  as  a voluntary  gift. 


Wellington. 


Popham’s 

Almshouse. 


PARISH  OF  WELLINGTON. 

Popham’s  Almshouse. 

This  institution  owes  its  foundation  to  Sir  John  Ropham,  formerly  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England,  who,  by  his  will,  dated  21st  September  l604,  after  declaring, 
that  he  had  for  a long  time  intended  to  erect  an  hospital  for  the  maintenance 
and  keeping  of  twelve  poor  and  impotent  or  aged  people,  such  as  had  been  of 
honest  fame  and  of  a good  report,  especially  true  working  or  labouring  people, 
whereof  six  to  be  men,  and  the  most  discreet  of  them  to  be  the  president  of 
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the  men ; and  six  other  to  be  women,  and  the  most  modest  and  discreet  of 
them  to  be  the  matron  of  the  women  ; and  the  same  president  and  matron  to  be 
always  appointed  by  such  of  his  name  as  should  enjoy  the  mansion  house  in 
Wellington  ; and  for  the  education  of  two  poor  men’s  children,  fatherless  and 
motherless,  not  being  base  born,  until  such  time  as  they  should  be  nine 
years  old,  or  bound  apprentice ; and  if  such  hospital  should  not  be  erected 
and  founded  by  him  in  his  life-time,  he  directed  that  his  wife,  his  son  and 
heir.  Sir  Francis  Popham,  knight,  and  James  Clarke,  of  the  Middle  Temple, 
London,  esquire,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  build  the  same  hospital,  with 
a garden,  or  little  plot  adjoining  thereto,  between  the  house  and  the  highway 
in  that  place,  within  the  borough  of  Wellington  aforesaid,  which  he  had  there- 
unto assigned,  with  two  several  and  competent  rooms  for  the  same  poor  people, 
and  a house  of  correction  or  working-house  in  the  midst  of  that,  according  to 
the  plan  which  he  had  made,  and  which  Mr.  Prowse,  of  Wellington,  then  had 
in  his  custody ; and  he  did  thereby  ordain,  that  the  same  hospital  should  be 
established  by  them,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  to  have  continuance 
for  ever,  according  to  the  statute  in  that  behalf  then  lately  made  ; and  that  the 
governors  and  poor  people  thereof  should  be  founded  and  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  the  governors  and  poor  people  of  the  hospital  of  Sir  John  Popham, 
knight,  in  Wellington ; and  that  the  said  hospital  should  have  assured  unto  it 
some  lands,  to  be  provided  in  the  county  of  Somerset  and  Devon,  or  in  one  of 
them,  to  the  value  of  50/.  by  the  year;  and  until  the  same  should  be  established 
and  assured,  according  to  the  true  meaning  therein,  which  was,  that  the  over- 
seers of  his  said  will,  being  six  in  number,  should  be  established  the  first 
governors  thereof ; and  if  any  of  the  said  six  governors  should  happen  to  die, 
then  the  surviving  governors,  or  the  most  of  them,  should  choose  one  other  or 
more  governors  in  the  place  of  them  so  dying,  for  that  he  would  have  always 
six  governors  thereof,  and  to  be  chosen  for  ever  after  out  of  some  of  the  houses 
of  the  Pophams  ; then  of  Huntsworth,  of  the  heirs  of  the  house  of  the  Rogers’s; 
then  of  Cannington,  of  the  heirs  of  the  Malletts ; then  of  Enmer,  of  the  heirs 
of  the  Warres ; then  of  Hestercombe,  of  the  heirs  of  the  Hallswells  ; then  of 
Hallsways,  of  the  heirs  of  Simes’s  ; then  of  Pawnsford,  or  of  some  other  gen- 
tleman’s house  within  ten  miles  of  Wellington  aforesaid ; and  if  the  same 
should  not  he  founded  and  established  in  his  life-time,  then  he  willed  and 
devised  to  his  overseers,  and  to  their  heirs,  for  the  performance  of  his  said  will 
in  that  behalf ; in  the  mean  time,  and  until  it  should  be  founded  and  established 
with  lands  as  aforesaid,  one  annual  rent  of  50/.  a year,  out  of  all  his  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  to  be  paid  unto  them  at  the  usual  feasts,  with 
power  to  distrain  for  the  same  ; and  he  did  thereby  also  will,  that  the  children 
should  be  educated  in  the  said  house  with  the  said  woman  that  should,  from 
time  to  time,  be  matron  thereof ; and  that  the  same  president  should  have 
the  overseeing  and  ordering  all  the  male  kind  that  should  be  committed  to  the 
said  house  of  correction,  and  the  matron  of  all  the  female  kind  ; and  he  willed, 
that  the  governors  of  the  same  house  should  bestow  l5.  Qd.  weekly,  for  ever, 
in  money,  upon  each  of  the  said  president  and  matron,  and  to  each  of  the 
residue  of  the  same  poor  people,  l5.  weekly  ; and  Sd.  weekly,  upon  each  of  the 
said  children,  until  they  should  be  of  the  age  aforesaid,  or  placed  with  some 
master  or  mistress,  as  apprentices,  for  ten  years  at  least,  in  husbandry ; and 
every  year  besides,  to  each  of  the  said  president  and  matron,  a gown  of  frize, 
price  not  exceeding  9-5.,  and  to  each  of  the  rest  a gown  of  frize,  not  exceeding 
the  price  of  6 s. ; and  to  every  of  the  said  poor,  one  pair  of  shoes,  and  one  shirt 
for  each  man,  and  a smock  for  each  woman,  such  as  should  be  fit  for  them  ; and 
the  apparel  in  all,  for  the  president  and  matron,  not  to  exceed  the  value  of 
135.  A^d.  by  the  year,  and  for  each  of  the  rest,  not  to  exceed  9-5.  by  the  year; 
and  with  each  child  31.  65.  3d.,  to  be  delivered  upon  assurance  to  be  answered 
to  the  child  when  it  should  come  out  of  his  apprenticeship,  for  a stock  to  begin 
to  live  with ; and  the  residue  of  the  50/.  yearly  to  be  employed  in  reparation 
of  the  house,  and  to  raise  solne  stock  for  the  house  of  correction  or  working- 
house,  or  otherwise,  as  should  be  set  down  by  the  said  Sir  John  Popham  in  his 
life-time,  or  in  default  thereof,  then  as  his  said  son  and  overseers,  or  the  most 
part  of  them,  should  be  thought  fit ; and  the  said  testator  did  thereby  advise, 
that  one  piece  of  timber  should  be  set  up  over  against  the  said  hospital,  in  or 
near  the  footpath  of  the  highway  there,  with  ah  iron  box  upon  it,  to  be  close 
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locked,  with  a notch  in  the  top,  to  be  put  into  the  same  box  the  charity  of 
such  people  as  did  pass  either  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  which  every  night  should 
be  taken  out  by  the  president  and  matron,  and  each  of  which  should  have 
a key  thereof,  or  in  their  default,  by  one  other  man  or  woman  of  the  hospital, 
and  to  be  punctually  told,  and  to  be  put  into  some  strong  chest,  to  be  provided 
for  that  purpose,  the  keys  whereof  to  be  always  kept  by  some  one  of  the 
governors  of  the  said  hospital,  to  be  opened  bufonce  every  quarter,  and  then 
by  the  order  of  the  said  governors,  or  of  the  most  part  of  them,  to  be  bestowed 
or  employed  for  the  necessary  use  and  good  of  the  said  hospital,  and  of  such  as 
should  be  in  the  said  hospital,  and  of  the  stock  of  and  for  the  said  house  of 
correction  ; and  the  said  Sir  John  Popham  did  thereby  appoint  the  said  house 
of  correction  and  working-house,  only  for  the  towns  and  parishes  of  Wellington 
and  Buckland  adjoining,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset. 

Sir  John  Popham  died  on  the  10th  of  June  1607- 

By  an  indenture,  made  30th  September  1748,  between  Edward  Popham,  of 
Littlecot,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  esquire,  therein  described  as  the  descendant 
of  the  said  Sir  John  Popham,  the  testator,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Popham, 
of  New  Inn,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  gentleman,  and  the  several  other 
persons  therein  described,  the  then  governors  of  the  hospital  of  Sir  John  Popham, 
knight,  in  Wellington,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  wdU  of  the  said  Sir  John 
Popham,  as  it  has  been  before  stated ; and  that  the  said  hospital  had  been  long 
since  erected,  but  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  same  had  been  endowed,  or 
that  lands  to  the  value  of  501.  a year  had  been  conveyed,  for  the  purposes  in 
the  will  mentioned,  but  that  the  charity  had  been  fully  satisfied  out  of  the  estate 
of  the  said  Sir  John  Popham  in  general  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  for  endowing 
the  said  hospital,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  the  said  Sir  John  Popham,  and  for 
discharging  the  other  estate  of  the  said  Edward  Popham  from  the  said  rent  of 
.50/.,  he,  the  said  Edward  Popham,  for  the  nominal  consideration  therein 
mentioned,  did  thereby  bargain,  sell  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  John  Popham 
and  others,  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  all  those  six  closes  of  arable 
land  and  pasture  in  Wellington  Landside,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  called 
Shiplands,  containing  by  estimation  23  acres ; and  also  all  that  close  or  mea- 
dow, in  Wellington  Landside  aforesaid,  called  Hartrow’s  Pitts,  containing,  by 
estimation,  .5  acres,  as  the  same  closes  were  in  the  possession  or  occupation  of 
John  Thomas,  gentleman,  and  were  then  or  late  in  the  occupation  of  Evan 
Evans,  his  under  tenants,  or  assigns  ; and  also  all  that  farm,  called  Juiston 
Farm,  with  the  land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground  belonging,  called  Byes  and 
Redwoods,  containing,  by  estimation,  36  acres  or  thereabouts;  and  also  all 
those  three  closes  of  land,  called  Broadfields,  containing  by  estimation  13  acres, 
or  thereabouts,  which  said  land  and  lands  were  situate,  lying  and  being  within 
the  manor  of  Juiston,  in  the  parish  of  Wellington  aforesaid,  and  were  in  the 
possession  of  James  Smith  ; to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  John  Popham  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  and  to  the  intents  and 
purposes,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  hospital,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  will;  and 
in  the  said  indenture  was  reserved  a rent  of  4/.  per  annum,  to  the  said  Edward 
Popham  and  his  heirs  ; and  after  the  usual  covenant  for  title,  it  was  thereby  pro- 
vided, that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  governors,  the  surviving  governors,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  should  choose  one  or  more  governor  or  governors  in 
the  place  of  him  or  them  so  dying,  so  as  to  make  up  the  number  of  such 
governors  to  be  six,  to  be  chosen,  for  ever,  out  of  the  families  and  houses  men- 
tioned in  the  said  will,  in  whom,  together  with  the  surviving  governors,  the 
estates  were  to  be  vested  ; and  it  was  lastly  provided,  that  if  the  said  Edward 
Popham,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  should  at  any  time  thereafter  settle  and  convey 
other  lands,  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Somerset,  or  one  of  them,  for  the 
uses  and  upon  the  trusts  above-mentioned,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  50/. 
a year,  then  that  indenture  should  be  void. 

In  pursuance  of  this  indenture,  the  lands  therein  described  appear  to  have 
been  taken  possession  of  by  the  governors  therein  named,  who  continued  for 
some  time  to  let  them,  applying  the  whole  rent  for  the  benefit  of  the  hospital. 
The  lands  appeared  to  have  been  tenanted  by  the  family  of  the  Thomas’s,  under 
a lease,  originally  made  for  forty  years,  who,  after  the  expiration  thereof,  acted 
as  proprietors  of  the  estate,  letting  it  to  various  tenants,  together  with  other  lands 
of  their  own,  and  considering  themselves  as  responsible  for  the  payment  and 
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application  of  the  several  sums  ordered  by  the  will  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  people, 
and  keeping  the  buildings  in  repair. 

Some  years  ago,  William  Aysford  Sanford,  esquire,  of  Nynehead  Court,  in  this 
county,  one  of  the  surviving  trustees,  filed  his  information  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  stating  the  substance  of  the  deed : in  the  course  of  which  suit, 
on  the  25th  June  1812,  William  Jones,  of  Foxdown,  near  Wellington,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  esquire,  was  appointed  by  the  Master  of  the  said  court,  the 
receiver  of  the  rents  of  the  said  charity  estates,  who  was  annually  to  account 
for  and  pay  what  he  should  receive  of  the  arrears  then  due  from  the  tenants,  and 
also  what  he  should  receive  of  the  growing  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  estates  ; 
and  by  an  order,  dated  5th  June  1823,  the  court  decreed  that  it  should  be 
referred  to  a Master  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  be  trustees  of  the  charity  estate, 
having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  testator’s  will;  and  that  the  said  relator, 
William  Aysford  Sanford,  should  convey  the  said  estates  to  such  trustees  so  to 
be  appointed  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid ; and  further,  that  the  said  Master  should 
take  an  account  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  estates,  received  by  William 
Prockter  Thomas,  and  Prockter  Thomas,  in  their  life-time,  and  by  the  defendant, 
William  Prockter  Thomas,  since  the  decease  of  Prockter  Thomas ; and  it  was 
further  ordered,  that  what  on  the  said  account  should  appear  to  have  been 
received  by  those  persons  severally,  or  by  the  executors  of  the  said  Prockter 
Thomas,  should  be  respectively  answered  by  them  ; and  it  being  admitted,  that 
from  Lady-day  1793  to  the  time  of  appointing  the  receiver,  part  of  the  charity 
lands  had  been  let,  together  with  other  lands,  at  one  rent,  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  said  Master  should  inquire  what  proportion  of  that  rent  ought  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  charity  estate,  having  regard  to  the  relative  value  of  such  lands,  and  that 
the  said  party  should  be  charged  accordingly,  in  taking  the  account,  making- 
all  just  allowances. 

Mr.  Jones,  being  so  constituted  receiver  of  this  estate,  has  accordingly  acted 
in  that  trust  ever  since.  When  he  first  took  upon  himself  the  office,  he  found 
the  estate  let  on  two  tenancies,  the  one  being  called  Jarston  Farm,  consisting 
of  about  49  a.  arable  and  pasture  ; and  the  other,  called  Sheeplands,  consisting 
of  about  28  a.  also  arable  and  pasture.  Jarston  farm  was  let  from  year  to  year  at 
52/.  10  5.,  the  tenant  having  all  taxes  and  rates  allowed  him.  The  Sheepland 
estate  was  let  from  year  to  year  at  a rent  of  63/.,  the  tenant  paying  all  rates 
and  taxes.  Although  these  rents  were  considerably  lower,  as  it  appears,  than 
they  ought  to  have  been,  Mr.  Jones  not  being  aware  that  he  w-as  competent  to 
make  any  alteration,  continued  to  receive  the  same  rents  down  to  Lady-day 
1820.  He  was  then  informed,  that  he  might  ascertain  the  improved  value  of 
the  estates,  and  let  them  accordingly ; upon  which  he  re-let  the  lands,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Master,  as  appears  by  a letter  from  the  relator’s  solicitor  to 
the  same  tenants,  agreeing  with  the  tenant  of  Jarston’s  farm  for  80/.  exclusive 
of  the  rates  and  taxes;  and  with  the  tenant  of  Sheepland  farm  for  65/.,  being 
2/.  above  the  former  rent,  which  was  all  that  could  be  got  for  it,  and  which  was 
considered  its  full  value.  These  rents  have  been  regularly  received  by  Mr.  Jones 
ever  since  such  new  agreements,  making  a total  of  145/.  out  of  which  he  has 
paid  to  six  men  and  six  women  in  the  almshouse,  the  weekly  amounts,  as 
directed  by  Sir  John  Popham’s  will,  and  has  kept  the  premises  in  repair,  besides 
paying  to  two  boys,  children  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  8d.  a,  week  each,  as  the 
will  directs. 

An  account  of  these  payments  and  balances  has  been  regularly  sent  by 
Mr.  Jones  yearly  to  the  Master’s  office.  The  balances  have  accumulated  in  his 
hands,  the  total  amount  of  which  was,  on  the  5th  January  1825,  277^*  65.  5d.; 
and  Mr.  Jones  states,  that  he  is  prepared  to  pay  in  these  balances  whenever 
called  upon  so  to  do. 

When  all  that  is  owing  to  the  charity  shall  have  been  got  in,  the  allowance 
to  the  poor  people  may  be  expected  to  be  augmented ; and  since  our  examin- 
ation we  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Sandford,  the  relator  in  the  above  suit,  that 
the  Court  of  Chancery  has  ordered  6O8/.  4 5.  4</.  to  be  paid  into  the  court  by 
the  representatives  of  the  family  of  the  Thomas’s,  on  account  of  the  said  estate, 
in  certain  proportions,  out  of  which  it  remains  to  be  seen,  what  deductions  and 
allowances  for  costs  and  expenses  are  to  be  made,  and  how  the  residue  will  be 
directed  to  be  applied  by  the  authority  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  almshouse  does  not  appear  to  be  in  a good  condition  for  accommodating 
the  poor  inmates,  and  a part  of  the  fund  may  be  very  usefully  applied  in  repairs 
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and  improvements.  There  is  hardly  room  enough  to  lodge  the  number  for 
which  the  donor  intended  to  provide  accommodation,  consistently  with  health 
and  comfort ; it  seems,  therefore,  very  desirable,  that  when  it  can  be  afforded, 
the  several  inmates  should  be  more  conveniently  provided  for,  especially  as  the 
founder  appears  to  have  designed  the  charity  for  the  more  respectable  descrip- 
tion of  poor  persons.  Mr.  Sanford,  of  Nynehead  Court,  appoints  the  almspeople, 
to  whom  Mr.  Jones  reports  the  merits  of  the  candidates. 

The  two  boys  that  receive  their  8rf.  a week,  are  educated  at  the  one  or  other 
of  the  schools  in  the  parish,  there  being  no  person  in  the  house  capable  of  giving 
them  instruction. 

There  is  a small  plot  in  front  of  the  premises,  in  which  a few  herbs  are 
cultivated  by  the  poor  people. 

Mr.  Jones  purchases  out  of  the  rents  such  clothes  as, were  ordered  by  the  will, 
or  as  near  thereto  as  can  be  procured,  not  confining  himself  to  the  price  of  the 
articles  mentioned  in  the  will,  which  would  be  manifestly  insufficient  for  that 
purpose. 

James  Goddard’s  Gift. 

James  Goddard^  by  his  deed  poll,  dated  7th  October,  27th  Elizabeth,  granted 
unto  Lawrence  Gifford  and  John  Budde,  therein  described,  an  yearly  rent-charge 
of  205.  to  be  issuing  out  of  a messuage  or  tenement,  and  one  fardel  of  land, 
containing  25  a.  & Ip.,  called  Lancocks,  situate  within  the  tithing  of  Wasford, 
in  the  parish  of  Wellington,  for  the  term  of  3,000  years  from  the  death  of  the 
said  James  Goddard,  to  be  paid  at  Lady-day,  in  every  year,  the  same  to  be 
employed  and  bestowed  by  them,  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  poor  persons  as  should  happen  from  time  to  time 
to  be  inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Wellington  aforesaid,  with  the  copsent  of 
the  churchwardens  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being,  with  powers 
of  distress  and  entry  for  enforcing  payment. 

The  deed  poll  was  followed  by  three  assignments  of  the  property,  bearing 
date  respectively  27th  August  1630,  1st  November  1660,  and  23d  March  l682, 
by  the  last  of  which  the  rent-charge  was  assigned  by  the  remaining  trustee  to 
the  churchwardens  of  Wellington  by  name,  and  to  their  successors. 

Lancocks  is  a farm  consisting  of  about  120  acres,  of  which  Mr.  Nicholas 
Weir  is  the  proprietor. 

The  rent-charge  appears  to  have  been  regularly  received  by  the  churchwardens 
of  Wellington,  from  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  charged,  or  their  tenants,  and 
to  have  been  distributed  by  them  among  the  second  poor  of  that  parish. 

Thomas  Rowe’s  Gift. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  24th  January  I67S,  made  between  John  Rowe,  son, 
heir,  and  executor  of  John  Rowe,  late  of  Wellington,  deceased,  of  the  one 
part;  and  William  Cooksby  the  elder,  and  others,  being  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  said  parish,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  Thomas  Roxce, 
late  of  London,  deceased,  the  paternal  uncle  of  the  said  John  Rowe,  party 
thereto,  on  or  about  the  19th  July  1658,  had,  by  his  last  will,  bequeathed  to 
the  town  of  Wellington  aforesaid,  50/.  for  ever,  and  reciting,  that  John  Rowe, 
the  father  and  executor  of  the  said  Thomas  Rowe,  had  not  in  his  life-time  paid 
the  said  legacy  of  50/. ; and  that  the  said  John  Rowe,  party  thereto,  was  not 
then  furnished  with  money  to  pay  the  same,  but  w^as  desirous  the  said  John 
Rowe  the  elder,  and  John  Rowe  the  younger,  having  paid  up  all  interest  upon 
the  said  50/.  to  settle  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  John 
Row^e,  the  party  thereto,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  said  legacy  of  50/.  did 
thereby  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  William  Cooksby,  and  others,  all  that 
close  or  parcel  of  land,  containing  one  acre  or  thereabouts,  situate  in  Wellington 
aforesaid,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Acre  at  Town’s  End,  and  then 
in  the  possession  of  the  said  John  Rowe,  the  party  thereto;  to  hold  the  samp 
to  them,  their  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns  for  ever,  to  the  only  use  aud  behoof 
of  the  poor  and  indigent  people  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
town  and  parish  of  Wellington  aforesaid,  for  ever. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  parish  books,  which  go  back  about  30  years,  that 
this  rent-charge  has  ever  been  paid  during  that  period,  nor  is  there  any  person 
now  living  in  the  parish  who  can  identify  the  property.  It  was  so  ill  defined 
in  the  deed  of  grant,  that,  probably  on  that  account,  it  sooner  fell  out  of 
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recollection,  and  became  lost  by  being  confounded  with  the  surrounding  Wellington, 
property. 

Richard  Hickman’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Richard  Hickman^  of  Exon,  gave  by  his  will,  52  s.  yearly,  Kichard  Hickman’s 
payable  on  Christmas-day,  to  ten  poor  people  of  Wellington  (who  have  no  Charity, 
relief  from  the  parish),  for  the  term  of  1,999  years  j and  his  dwelling-house  in  ' ' 

Exon,  is  bound  for  the  same.” 

The  premises  charged  in  the  city  of  Exeter  are  well  known  to  the  church- 
wardens of  Wellington,  and  the  52  5.  are  regularly  received,  and  applied 
towards  the  relief  of  the  second  poor  in  the  winter  time. 

John  Parsons’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ John  Parsons^  merchant,  late  of  Sanford  Arundel,  by  his  John  Parsons’s 
will,  bearing  date  January  26th,  1702,  gave  the  use  of  10/.  for  ever,  to  ten  Chanty, 
ancient  poor  people  of  Wellington,  who  receive  no  relief.” 

The  10 1.  was  received  by  the  parish,  and  has  been  long  ago  expended ; but 
the  interest  of  it  is  paid  out  of  the  rates,  to  the  same  objects  and  in  the  same 
manner,  as  stated  in  Hickman’s  charity. 

Charities  of  John  Ware,  John  Perry,  and  Thomas  Marsh. 

Church  Table. — “ John  Ware,  of  Culmstock,  Devon,  gent,  gave  to  the  poor 
of  Wellington  the  use  of  5 1.  for  ever,  1688.” 

“ John  Perry,  of  Perry,  gave  by  his  will  the  use  of  5l.  for  ever,  to  five  poor 
people  of  this  parish,  who  have  no  relief.” 

“ Thomas  Marsh,  sen.  of  this  town,  tallow-chandler,  by  his  will,  dated 
21st  April  1703,  gave  the  use  of  51.  for  ever,  to  five  poor  ancient  people,  at 
the  churchwardens  discretion.” 

It  does  not  appear  by  any  documents,  that  the  interest  of  these  monies  has 
ever  been  paid,  or  what  has  been  done  with  the  principal ; the  charities  must 
therefore  be  considered  as  lost. 

John  Greenslade’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — JohnGreenslade,  gent,  gave  by  his  will,  dated  21st  August  John  Greenslade’s 
1620,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Wellington,  5 s.  yearly,  payable  one  month  Chamy. 
before  St.  Andrew’s-day,  for  the  term  of  300  years,  out  of  his  lands  in 
Wellington.” 

The  memory  of  no  person  in  the  parish  records  the  payment  of  this  charity  ; 
the  land  is  now  incapable  of  being  identified,  and  the  charity  must  be  con- 
sidered as  lost  to  the  parish. 


Charities  of 
John  Ware, 
John  Perry,  and 
Thomas  Waish. 


PARISH  OF  WIVELISCOMBE. 

Samuel  Bird’s  Charity. 

An  exemplification  of  a decree  in  Chancery  was  produced  to  us,  dated  29th  Wiveliscombe. 
November  1650,  in  a cause  between  William  Cheeke  and  others,  complainants,  Samud^ird’s 
and  Samuel  Snow  and  John  Lakin,  defendants,  whereby  reciting,  that  ^charity'^  ^ 

Samuel  Bird,  of  London,  about  the  23d  November,  22  Car,  I,  had  made  his 
will,  and  given  to  the  poor  of  Wiveliscombe  200/.  to  purchase  so  much  land 
as  the  said  money  would  extend  to,  to  be  conveyed  to  certain  feoffees,  in  trust, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  poor,  and  devised  the  profits  of  the. land  so  to  be 
purchased  to  be  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the  feoffees  ; it  was  ordered  and 
adjudged,  by  the  lords  commissioners  for  the  custody  of  the  great  seal,  that  the 
defendants,  who  were  the  executors  of  the  said  will,  should  answer  the  200/. 
out  of  the  assets  of  the  testator. 

A receipt  appears  under  the  said  decree  by  John  Manley,  for  the  plaintiff, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  in  full  of  the  200/. 

No  other  deeds  respecting  these  premises  appear  to  have  been  preserved, 
except  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  respectively  17th  and  18th 
December  I762,  made  between  Edward  Boucher  and  George  Hill,  the  sur- 
viving feoffees  of  the  lands  thereinafter  mentioned,  of  the  one  part ; and  twelve 
new  trustees,  therein  named,  of  Wiveliscombe  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part ; 
whereby  the  parties  of  the  first  part  granted  and  conveyed  unto  the  new 
trustees,  all  that  one  messuage  and  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  all 
those  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Baker’s  Hill,  and  the  lands  which  formerly 
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were  in  the  tenure  of  John  How  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  both  deceased,  con- 
taining, by  estimation,  11  acres,  situate  at  Milverton,  in  the  said  county;  to 
hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that  they  the  sur- 
vivors and  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
yearly,  for  ever  thereafter,  pay  unto  and  distribute  amongst  such  and  so  many 
poor  aged  and  laborious  people,  residing  within  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe, 
for  the  time  being,  as  were  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  parishioners  and 
owners  of  lands  therein,  the  clear  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  by  such 
shares  and  proportions  to  each  of  such  poor  persons,  as  they  should  think  fit ; 
and  upon  further  trust,  that  they  should  enter  in  the  poor,  or  some  other  book, 
the  names  of  the  poor  persons  to  whom  the  same  should  be  given,  with  the 
particular  sum,  that  the  inhabitants  might  be  satisfied  how  the  rents  were  dis- 
posed of. 

The  survivor  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  said  deed  was  Philip  Hancock,  who 
died  intestate  as  to  the  said  premises,  leaving  John  Hancock,  his  son  and  heir, 
who  has  for  some  years  resided  in  some  part  of  the  back  settlements  of  North 
America;  and  we  have  been  given  to  understand,  that  a conveyance  from  him 
to  new  trustees  was  sent  to  him  by  his  son  for  his  execution,  but  that  the  same 
has  never  been  returned,  and  that  no  communication  has  been  since  had  from 
him  on  the  subject. 

Some  counterparts  of  leases,  made  in  the  interval  between  the  said  decree  and 
the  said  conveyance  for  renewing  the  trustees,  are  in  the  possession  of  the  parish, 
or  their  solicitor  ; whereby  it  appears,  that  on  the  25th  December  l657,  William 
Cheeke  and  ten  other  trustees  demised  the  above-mentioned  premises  to  Robert 
Stone,  for  99  years,  determinable  on  the  deaths  of  Robert  Stone,  Ambrose 
Stone,  and  John  Stone,  his  sons,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  10/.  the  tenant  to  pay  all 
rates  and  impositions  ; and  another  lease,  dated  1st  April  1699>  was  made  by 
David  Yea,  and  10  other  trustees,  to  William  Webber,  for  a term  of  70  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  7/-  Gs.  the  lessee  paying  all  taxes  and  impositions  ; and 
by  another  indenture,  dated  6th  April  1763,  being  some  months  after  the 
above-mentioned  conveyance  to  new  trustees,  Henry  Waldron,  and  11  other 
trustees,  demised  the  same  premises  to  John  Webber,  esq.  from  the  10th  of 
December  then  last,  for  the  term  of  70  years,  at  the  rent  of 7/.  6.S.  the  lessee 
paying  all  rates  and  impositions,  and  covenanting  to  repair  one  of  the  houses 
then  erected  upon  the  premises;  but  it  having  been  determined,  at  a vestry 
meeting  14  years  ago,  that  this  demise  to  Mr.  Webber  was  not  a beneficial  dis- 
position of  the  charity  lands,  either  as  to  the  term  or  the  rent  reserved,  and 
a suit  in  equity  being  threatened  against  the  person  claiming  under  that  lease, 
he  consented  to  relinquish  his  present  interest,  and  take  a fresh  lease,  at  a rent 
of  14/.  a year,  for  a term  of  14  years,  which  was  carried  into  execution  by  an 
agreement  signed  by  him  ; wdiich  rent  is  considered  as  being  fully  adequate  to 
the  value  of  the  premises. 

The  rent  has  been  regularly  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  has  been  distri- 
buted among  those  parishioners  who  have  never  taken  the  benefit  of  the  parish 
rates.  We  have  been  assured,  that  those  are  preferred  who  have  lived  soberly 
and  industriously.  It  is  distributed  in  various  sums,  according  to  the  wants  and 
deserts  of  the  objects,  frequently  in  sums  of  1 /.  and  sometimes  more,  but  seldom 
in  less  sums  than  5s.  Notice  is  given  in  the  church,  about  a fortnight  previous 
to  the  distribution  of  a meeting  at  the  vestry,  to  make  out  a list  of  those  who  are 
to  receive  this  and  other  gift  monies ; persons  send  in  their  names,  or  are 
recommended  to  be  put  upon  the  list,  and  their  claims  are  considered  at  a subse- 
quent meeting.  We  recommended,  that  a fresh  deed  of  conveyance  should  be 
immediately  prepared,  to  convey  the  trust  property  to  new  trustees. 

Thomas  Holw^ay’s  Charity. 

We  find  a copy  of  the  original  deed  in  the  parish  chest,  dated  29th  September 
1522,  whereby  Thomas  Benehan  and  John  Collard  granted  and  confirmed  unto 
Richard  Atyaye,  and  nine  other  persons  therein  named,  all  those  six  burgages, 
with  their  appurtenances,  which  they  had  lately,  by  the  gift  of  Dionysia,  late 
wife  and  executrix  of  the  will  of  Thomas  Hohvay,  according  to  her  will,  which 
said  six  burgages  were  situate  at  Golderney  Hill,  within  the  borough  of 
Wiveliscombe,  in  the  county  of  Somerset ; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  and  their 
heirs  and  assigns. 

The 
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The  oldest  feoffment  relating  to  these  premises  is  dated  20th  October  1669, 
whereby  Thomas  Yea,  heir  of  the  surviving  feoffee,  conveyed  the  trust  premises 
to  David  Yea  and  others,  as  new  feoffees,  upon  trust,  that  they,  the  said  trustees, 
or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should  yearly,  for  ever,  at  Easter,  pay  to  the 
churchwardens  and  to  the  four  sidesmen  of  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe  aforesaid, 
for  tfie  time  being,  or  to  the  greater  number  of  them,  the  yearly  rent  of  5 /., 
and  also  all  other  fines,  rents  and  profits  whatsoever,  over  and  above  the. said 
rent  of  5/.,  which  they,  the  said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them, 
and  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should,  without  fraud  or  covin,  clearly,  and 
beyond  all  necessary  charges  and  reprizes,  from  time  to  time,  make,  raise  or 
receive  out  of  the  said  six  burgages,  and  other  the  said  premises,  to  the  intent 
and  purpose,  that  the  said  churchwardens  and  four  sidesmen,  for  the  time  being, 
should  yearly,  for  ever,  employ  the  said  rents,  fines  and  profits,  upon  therepara^ 
tions  of  the  church  of  Wiveliscombe  aforesaid,  and  for  and  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  within  the  said  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  and  for  and  towards 
the  defraying  and  paying  of  any  other  general  charge  and  taxation  or  payment 
whatsoever,  wherewith  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Wiveliscombe 
should  or  might  be  at  any  time  taxed  or  charged  with  by  the  laws  of  the  realm, 
or  by  any  of  them  ; with  a proviso,  that  upon  the  death  of  any  ten  of  the  trustees, 
that  the  survivor  of  them,  or  the  majority,  or  so  many  of  them  as  should  accept 
thereof,  or,  being  assenting  thereunto,  should,  at  the  request  of  the  church- 
wardens and  sidesmen  of  the  said  parish,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  convey  the 
said  trust  premises  to  other  ten  or  more  of  the  most  discreet  and  honest 
parishioners  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  parish  ; and  the  said  indenture  con- 
tained a proviso,  that  the  feoffees  should  not,  at  any  time,  make  any  lease  or 
leases  of  any  part  of  the  said  premises,  other  than  for  one,  two  or  three 
life  or  lives  absolute,  or  for  years,  determinable  upon  one,  two  or  three  life  or 
lives,  or  for  21  years  only,  or  under,  in  possession,  reserving  the  annual  rent 
paid  for  the  same. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  l6th  October  I7O8,  Edward  Boucher  the  elder,  and 
other  surviving  feoffees,  conveyed,  upon  the  same  trusts,  to  David  Yea  and 
others,  the  new  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  trust  premises,  described  as 
the  six  burgages,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Golden  Hill,  in  the  parish  of 
Wiveliscombe,  part  whereof  was  a certain  messuage  or  dwelling-house,  standing 
over  against  the  north  part  of  the  new  market-house,  or  weighing-house,  in 
Wiveliscombe  aforesaid,  thentofore  in  the  tenure  of  Sylvester  Rudge,  and  then 
of  Robert  Snow  ; other  part  whereof  was  a certain  parcel  of  ground,  adjoining 
to  the  street  called  Golden-hill-street,  in  Wiveliscombe  aforesaid,  and  commonly 
called  by  the  name  of  the  Parish  Close ; on  which  said  close  there  was  lately 
erected  a cottage  or  dwelling-house,  and  other  out-houses,  then  in  the  several 
tenures  of  William  Govett  and  Robert  Locke. 

The  next  conveyance  to  new  trustees  is  dated  26th  May  I762,  whereby  John 
Dyer,  heir  of  the  surviving  trustees,  conveyed  to  Francis  Chorley  and  others,  the 
said  premises,  by  the  decription  aforesaid,  making  mention  also  of  another 
cottage,  or  dwelling-house,  built  upon  the  premises,  then  in  the  possession  of 
Roger  Norkins,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  former  deeds. 

The  last  conveyance  to  new  trustees,  was  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release, 
dated  respectively  19th  and  20th  June  1815,  whereby  the  premises  aforesaid, 
by  the  same  description,  were  conveyed  by  Thomas  Dyer  and  John  North, 
surviving  trustees,  to  Jonathan  Elford,  esquire,  and  14  others,  therein  named, 
of  which  trustees,  Jonathan  Elford,  Philip  Hancock,  James  Waldron,  Thomas 
Boucher,  Bishop  Cranmer,  William  Webber,  John  Lean,  Robert  North,  John 
Lutley,  William  Boucher,  of  Langley,  George  Hill,  William  Chorley  and 
John  Tyler,  are  now  living. 

The  property  now  consists  of  the  following  particulars  — 

The  borough  house,  which  w'as  lately  burnt  down,  on  the  site  of  which  one 
house  is  already  built  and  another  began,  at  the  expense  of  the  lessee.  When 
standing,  the  old  house  was  let  to  a baker,  for  his  dwelling-house  and  bake- 
house, with  a little  garden  annexed. 

There  are  also  two  closes  of  land,  separated  by  a fence,  one  called  Bull 
Close,  and  the  other  Parish  Close,  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  street  called 
Golden  Hill  Street,  consisting. together  of  about  two  acres.  Upon  these  stand 
several  ouildings,  viz. ; two  houses  in  the  possession  of  Samuel  Dunn,  and  now_ 
of  William  Hancock  ; a row  of  five  or  six  nevv-built  cottages,  in  the  possession 
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Wiveliscombe.  of  the  undei'-tenants  of  William  Hancock,  the  lessee ; another  row  of  small 

^ houses,  in  the  occupation  of  the  under-tenants  of  James  White  ; six  other  cot- 

* tages,  held  under  another  lease  by  the  said  James  White;  a plot  of  ground, 
continJed.  1^0  feet  by  100;  a plot  of  ground,  in  the  possession  of  William  Hancock,  at 
^ rack-rent,  and  another  plot  in  the  possession  of  John  Collard,  called  tlie  Little 
Parish  Close,  at  rack-rent. 


The  Borough  House  was  last  let  by  a lease,  dated  25th  December  1800,  to 
Joseph  Brown,  for  gg  years,  determinable  with  three  lives,  one  of  which 
is  dead,  upon  a reserved  rent  of  -------- 

The  fine  taken  upon  this  house,  under  the  last  lease,  when  one  life 
was  renewed,  was  17/.  17s.;  the  fine  upon  the  preceding  renewal,  which 
was  in  the  year  1788,  for  two  lives,  having  been  12/.  10  s.,  at  the  same 
rent ; both  which  fines  appear  to  have  been  brought  to  account. 

The  lease  to  William  Hancock,  of  a part  of  the  ground  on  which  the  row  of 
houses  has  been  built,  and  which  is  also  for  three  lives,  is  dated  25th 
December  1 809,  upon  which  was  reserved  a rent  of  - - - - 

And  the  fine  paid  for  the  whole  three  lives,  2 1. 

The  row  of  small  houses  in  the  occupation  of  James  White,  was  demised  to 
him  by  a lease,  dated  25th  March  1816,  for  99  years,  determinable  with 
lives,  reserving  a rent  of  - --  --  --  -- 

He  the  said  James  White  thereby  stipulating  to  build  substantial 
houses  upon  the  premises,  agreeably  to  a plan  laid  down  in  the  margin. 

The  six  cottages  also  in  the  holding  of  the  said  James  White,  were  demised 
to  him  by  a lease,  dated  25th  M^rch  1818,  for  99  years,  determinable  with 
lives,  at  a rent  of  - 

In  consideration  of  a surrender  of  two  former  leases,  and  upon  build- 
ing and  repairing  covenants. 

The  plot  of  ground  above  mentioned  was  let  to  John  Collard,  for  gg  years, 
determinable  with  lives,  by  lease,  dated  25th  December  1 809,  at  a rent  of 
And  a fine  of  2Z. 

On  which  plot  of  ground  he  has  since  built  a cottage  and  carpenter’s 
shop. 

The  two  houses  in  Dunn’s  possession  let  for  - - - - - 

They  were  put  up  to  action  in  April  1824,  to  be  let  for  99  years  from 
the  Christmas  preceding,  upon  three  lives,  to  be  named  by  the  tenant. 
William  Hancock,  who  purchased  this  interest  at  the  auction,  has  had 
possession  given  to  him,  and  has  proceeded  to  build  upon  the  ground, 
in  expectation  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract. 

The  plot  of  ground  was  put  up  at  the  same  auction,  and  let  from  the  Christ- 
mas preceding,  for  a term  of  seven  years,  and  taken  upon  those  terms  at 
'such  auction,  by  William  Hancock,  at  a rent  of  - - - - - 

The  former  holding  having  been  at  22  /.,  which  w'as  considered  as 
excessive. 

Also  at  the  same  auction,  the  little  Parish  Close  was  put  up  for  a term  of 
seven  years,  and  was  let  to  John  Collard,  at  a rent  of  - - - - 

Being  2 Z.  16  s.  less  than  the  rent  that  had  been  before  paid,  which 
was  also  thought  too  much. 

£. 
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This  income  is  considered  as  general  parish  property,  applicable,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  support  and  repairs  of  the  church.  It  is  added  to  the  fund 
collected  by  assessments  for  church  repairs,  and  brought  to  account  by  tlie 
churchwarden  in  his  book,  accordingly. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  24th  December  1788>  the  then  surviving  feoffees  of 
the  charity  appear  to  have  demised  unto  one  Philip  Colard  the  charity  premises, 
including  a messuage,  described  as  having  been  late  in  the  occupation  of  Edward 
Govitt  the  elder,  situate  in  Golden  Hill,  within  the  town  of  Wiveliscombe,  with 
all  outhouses  and  buildings  thereto  belonging,  together  with  all  that  close  of, 
pasture  thereunto  adjoining  and  belonging,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the 
name  of  Bull  Close,  situate  in^or  near  the  same  place. 

Though  from  the  contents  of  the  above  lease  it  might  seem  that  this  close, 
called  Bull  Close,  was  a part  of  the  charity  property  coming  under  Holway, 
yet  by  a long  series  of  entries  in  the  church  books  and  overseers  books,  it 
appears  very  distinctly,  that  Bull  Close  is  a part  of  the  premises  derived  under 
Storey’s  charity,  hereinafter  next  mentioned. 

An  entry,  dated  1728,  of  the  receipt  and  application  of  the  money  derived 
from  Story’s  charity  is  in  these  words  : — 

“ Mr. 
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“ Mr.  Francis  Chorley  received  of  John  Hellings  the  sum  of  2/.  for  high 
rent,  for  a close  on  Golden  Hill,  the  gift  of  Henry  Storey,  and  distributed  as 
follows  — 

Then  follow  the  names  of  the  persons  receiving  the  relief. 

By  an  entry  a few  years  after,  we  find  a receipt  acknowledged  by  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  of  two  years  high  rent,  of  the  said  John  Hellings,  for  Bull  Close, 
with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  was  distributed;  and  a suc- 
cession of  receipts  for  the  rent  for  the  same  Bull  Close,  by  the  overseers,  to  be 
distributed  in  the  same  way,  occurs  through  the  same  books,  nearly  down  to 
the  present  time,  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt,  that  Bull  Close  ought  to  be  ascribed 
to  Story’s,  and  not  to  Holway’s  charity  ; but  as  the  line  of  separation  between 
what  may  be  properly  called  the  Bull  Close,  and  tlie  contiguous  property  coming 
under  Holway’s  charity,  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  be  now  ascer- 
tained ; and  as  Bull  Close,  together  with  all  Holway’s  lands  has  been  included 
in  the  last  conveyance  to  the  feoffees,  as  well  as  some  preceding  ones,  the  parish 
have  determined,  that  the  whole  rents  and  profits  of  both,  whatever  may  have 
come  under  either  Holway’s  or  Story’s  charities,  shall  be  received  by  the 
feoffees,  or  their  agent,  and  that  three-fourths  of  the  same  shall  be  paid  over 
by  them  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  to  be  applied  by  them  in  fulfilment 
of  the  objects  expressed  in  the  above  abstracted  deed  of  20th  October  1669, 
and  which  agrees  with  the  description  in  the  subsequent  deeds  of  I762,  and  also 
of  the  deed,  dated  20th  June  1815,  and  one-fourth  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
in  fulfilment  of  the  objects  expressed  in  a deed,  dated  10th  August  1648, 
contained  in  the  account  of  the  charity  hereinafter  next  reported. 

Henry  Story’s  Charity. 

The  only  document  that  is  in  the  possession  of  the  parish,  relating  to  this  Henry  Story’s 
charity,  is  an  indenture,  dated  10th  August  l648,  between  Henry  Story,  of  Charity. 
Wiveliscombe,  of  the  one  part ; and  David  Story,  and  28  inhabitants  of  Wivelis- 
combe,  of  the  other  part ; whereby  the  said  Henry  Story,  for  the  better  relief 
and  maintenance  of  the  aged  and  impotent  poor  people  of  Wiveliscombe,  did 
grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  David  Story,  and  the  said  other  persons,  of 
the  second  part,  all  that  messuage  or  tenement,  and  one  close  of  land,  contain- 
ing two  burgages,  and  all  houses,  buildings,  courts,  curtilages,  gardens,  orchards, 
ways,  paths,  &c.  situate  in  Golden  Hill,  within  the  borough  of  Wiveliscombe, 
then  in  the  tenure  of  one  John  Collard,  his  assignees  or  assigns,  by  deed,  for 
the  term  of  his  life,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  145.  as  by  the  said  deed  appeared; 
to  hold  unto  the  said  persons,  of  the  second  part,  for  the  term  of  1,000  years,  for 
the  purpose  thereinafter  declared,  viz. ; to  the  use  of  the  said  Henry  Story,  for  the 
term  of  his  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  use  of  the  poor  people  of  Wiveliscombe, 
during  the  residue  of  the  said  term,  to  the  intent  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
should  be  yearly  delivered  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
AViveliscombe  for  the  time  being,  to  be  distributed  to  the  most  impotent,  poor 
and  indigent  people  of  the  said  parish,  for  andtowards  their  better  relief  and  main- 
tenance, on  the  feast  day  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle,  during  the  said  term  ; and 
it  was  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  if  12  or  more  of  the  said  trustees 
should  depart  this  life,  that  then  the  survivors  and  survivor,  upon  request  to 
them  to  be  made  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Wivelis- 
combe for  the  time  being,  should  convey,  by  their  assignment  or  other  sufficient 
assurance,  the  said  premises  to  I6  other  of  the  discreetest,  sufficient,  honest 
inhabitants  of  Wiveliscombe  aforesaid,  and  their  executors  and  assigns,  during 
the  residue  of  the  said  term,  to  the  purposes  aforesaid ; and  that  the  said  pre- 
mises should  remain  to  the  uses  therein  before  declared,  free  from  incumbrances, 
except  the  aforesaid  estate  therein  of  John  Collard,  and  one  other  estate  thereof 
made  unto  John  Collard,  son  of  the  said  John  Collard,  for  the  term  of  four-score 
and  nineteen  years,  if  the  said  John  Collard,  and  Eleanor  his  wife,  Joan  Collard, 

Agnes  Collard,  and  Eleanor  Collard,  children  of  the  said  John  and  Eleanor,  or 
cither  of  them,  should  so  long  happen  to  live. 

These  premises  have  not  been  continued  down  to  new  feoffees ; but  the  rents 
have  been  received,  as  appears  by  the  above  case,  by  the  churchwardens,  for 
above  these  100  years.  The  remaining  account  of  this  charity  is  included  in 
the  former  case. 
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John  Hutchines’s  Charity. 

John  HutchineSy  of  Wiveliscombe,  by  his  will,  dated  10th  December  1.5S9,  gave 
and  devised  to  Robert  Story  and  John  Yea,  overseers  of  his  will,  and  to  their 
heirs,  and  to  the  heirs  of  either  of  them,  for  ever,  one  close  of  his  free  land, 

^ lying  at  Crowford  Hill  Head,  in  the  parish  of  Fitzhead,  then  in  the  tenure  of 
Richard  Hayne,  or  his  assigns,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  acres,  or  there- 
abouts, to  this  use  and  only  purpose,  and  to  none  other,  that  the  yearly  value, 
and  most  rents  and  profits  that  might  be  made  of  the  said  close,  might  be 
yearly,  for  ever,  distributed  in  money,  by  Robert  Story  or  John  Yea,  or  their 
assigns,  for  ever,  amongst  the  poor  and  indigent  people  of  the  parish  of  Wive- 
liscombe, four  days  before  the  feast  of  Easter,  yearly. 

The  land  so  given  by  Mr.  Hutchines  is  well  known.  It  is  a close  containino- 
about  three  acres,  and  called  the  Parish  Close,  at  Crowford  Hill  Head,  in  the 
parish  of  Wiveliscombe. 

The  disposition  of  the  land  is  in  the  hands  of  the  overseers  of  the  parish.  It 
is  now  let  to  Thomas  Edbrook,  who  holds  it  from  year  to  year,  at  the  rent  of 
SI.  15  5.  which  we  understand  is  a fair  consideration. 

This  rent  is  consolidated  with  the  general  gift- money,  and  distributed  in  the 
same  manner  as  Bird’s  charity. 

Hill’s  Charity. 

John  Hilly  by  his  will,  dated  13th  June  1695,  gave,  out  of  the  surplus  of  his 
estate,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  legacies,  1,500/.  to  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  Wiveliscombe,  upon  trust,  to  be  employed  by  them  in  manner 
following,  viz. ; to  lay  out  the  same,  with  the  approbation  of  four  or  more 
other  principal  inhabitants,  to  be  testified  in  writing,  in  the  purchase  of  lands 
and  tenements  in  fee  simple,  to  be  settled  upon  the  minister  and  churchwardens, 
for  the  time  being,  with  six  more  of  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish, 
and  their  heirs,  to  be  from  time  to  time  renewed,  as  often  as  should  be  thought 
fit,  for  supplying  the  mortality  of  the  said  trustees,  that  there  might  not  be 
fewer  at  any  time  than  four,  and  no  more  at  any  time  than  nine. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  part  of  this  legacy  was  ever  received,  although 
a suit  was  instituted  in  Chancery  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  so  that  the 
benefit  thereof  must  be  considered  as  wholly  lost. 

The  Almshouse. 

The  Almshouse.  Elizabeth  ColeSy  widow,  by  her  will,  dated  8th  November  1683,  stating,  that 
she  had  erected  an  almshouse  within  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  to  be  the 
habitation  for  eight  poor  people,  such  as  should  from  time  to  time  be  made 
choice  of  within  the  said  town  and  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  by  herself  and  her 
executrix,  and  their  assigns,  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  every  of  the  said  eight 
poor  people  \s.  Qd.  every  week,  from  time  to  time,  for  and  during  all  the 
term  which  she  the  said  testatrix  had  to  come  in  the  manor  of  Wiveliscombe 
aforesaid,  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  the  said  poor  people. 

By  a decree  in  the  Court  of*  Chancery,  in  a suit  commenced  in  Hilary  term 
1687,  at  the  relation  of  Robert  Fleed,  son  and  heir  of  Robert  Fleed,  surviving 
trustee,  and  others,  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  and  three  of  the 
almspeople,  against  Francis  Coventry,  and  others,  defendants,  setting  forth  the 
said  will ; and  further,  that  the  said  Mrs.  Coles  was  possessed  of  the  manor  of 
Wiveliscombe  for  99  years,  commencing  from  4th  November,  27th  Elizabeth, 
whereof  about  48  years  was  to  come  at  the  date  of  the  said  will,  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  said  99  years  had  been  surrendered,  and  a new  lease  taken 
from  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  for  three  lives,  and  that  Lord  Weymouth 
was  one  of  them,  who  was  living ; and  that  the  said  last  lease  had  been  since 
surrendered,  and  a new  lease  had  been  taken  for  the  lives  of  Lord  Weymouth 
and  two  other  persons ; it  was  declared,  that  the  charity  in  question  ought  to 
be  paid,  and  a trial  at  law  was  directed  to  be  had  in  a feigned  action,  to  try 
whether  the  charity,  or  any  part  thereof,  was  payable  out  of  a certain  estate 
called  Barton  in  Corfe,  in  Somerset,  and  that  the  owners  thereof  should  be 
defendants,  and  the  owners  of  Wiveliscombe  should  be  part  plaintiffs  therein  ; 
the  said  action  was  accordingly  tried ; and  on  a hearing  in  the  same  suit  for 
further  directions,  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  charity  ought  to  stand  charged 
on  the  said  lease  of  Wiveliscombe,  and  upon  such  further  leases  as  should  from 
time  to  time  be  i*enewed  thereof  5 and  it  was  also  further  decreed,  that  the 
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payment  of  1^.  Qd>  per  week,  a-piece  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  eight 
poor  people,  residing  in  the  said  almshouse,  and  also  all  sums  of  money  that 
were  then  in  arrears  of  the  said  charity,  should  stand  charged  upon  and  be 
paid  out  of  the  said  manor  of  Wiveliscombe,  during  the  continuance  of  the  lease 
for  three  lives,  which  had  been  made  to  Walter  Coventry,  in  trust  for  his  son 
William  Coventry,  (descendants  of  Mrs.  Cole),  and  during  such  other  leases  as 
should,  from  time  to  time,  be  granted  by  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in 
trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  William  Coventry,  his  heirs,  e.Kecutors  and 
administrators,  or  any  person  or  persons  claiming  under  him. 

The  Master  of  the  said  court,  on  reference  to  him,  reported  the  sum  of 
148/.  4^.  to  be  in  arrear,  which,  together  with  the  relator's  costs,  taxed  at 
59/.  155.  4^/.  made  the  sum  of  203/.  35.  4>d.  which  the  said  defendant,  Wil- 
liam Coventry,  was  ordered  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  said  charity,  which  report 
w^s  confirmed. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  21st  November  1751,  the  Hon.  John  Bulkeley 
Coventry,  in  whom  the  said  lease  had  become  vested  by  his  father’s  will,  sur- 
rendered the  then  existing  lease  for  lives,  dated  28th  March  17^9,  to  the  then 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  took  from  the  said  bishop  a new  lease  of  the 
said  manor  of  Wiveliscombe,  to  him,  the  said  John  Bulkeley  Coventry,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  lives  of  His  Royal  Highness  George  Prince  of  Wales, 
(his  late  deceased  Majesty  King  George  III),  the  then  Earl  of  Coventry,  and 
the  said  John  Bulkeley  Coventry,  upon  rents  therein  reserved. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  said  John  Bulkeley  Coventry,  in  January  1801,  with- 
out issue,  the  legal  interest  in  the  freehold  lease  of  the  said  manor,  descended 
to  George  William  Earl  of  Coventry,  his  eldest  brother,  and  his  heir-at-law, 
who  was  also  entitled  under  his  father’s  will,  to  the  whole  benefical  interest,  in 
the  same.  George  William  Earl  of  Coventry,  by  his  will,  dated  21st  May  1802, 
devised  his  estate  in  the  said  freehold  lease,  to  two  trustees  therein  named,  upon 
trust,  for  his  son  John  Coventry,  during  his  life,  and  from  his  decease,  in  trust 
for  the  first  and  other  sons  of  the  said  John  Coventry,  and  the  heirs  male 
successively. 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry,  died  30th  September  1809.  By  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release,  dated  2d  and  3d  June  1813,  the  said  John  Coventry, 
and  Frederic  Coventry,  his  eldest  son,  conveyed  the  said  freehold  lease  to  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  for  the  life  of  the  late  King  George  III,  the  only  remaining 
life,  for  the  consideration  of  10,000/.  By  an  indenture,  dated  7th  June  1813, 
the  said  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  consideration  of  10,000  /.,  surrendered  the  said 
freehold  lease,  to  the  then  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  to  the  intent  that  the 
same  might  be  merged  in  the  freehold  inheritance  in  the  premises.  A new 
lease  was  afterwards  granted  by  the  said  bishop,  of  the  said  premises,  of  the  said 
manor,  to  Richard  Beadon,  esquire,  his  son,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  during  the 
three  lives  therein  mentioned. 

During  the  late  king’s  life,  the  old  lease  was  considered,  notwithstanding  this 
merger,  as  subsisting  for  the  benefit  ofthe  charity,  and  accordingly  the  payments 
continued  to  be  made  to  the  almshouse,  by  the  clerk  of  the  market  of  Wivelis- 
combe, who  was,  until  his  demise,  which  happened  on  the  29th  January  1820,  the 
receiver  of  the  rents  and  tolls  of  the  market,  being  the  profits  of  the  manor,  for 
Mr.  Richard  Beadon,  the  lessee.  Upon  the  demise  ofthe  late  king,  applica- 
tion, was  made  by  the  poor  people  of  the  almshouse  (who  had  usually  received 
the  money  themselves)  to  the  clerk  of  the  market,  for  the  charity  money,  which 
he  refused,  by  the  direction  of  the  lessee,  upon  the  ground  of  the  extinction  of 
the  old  interest,  on  which  those  payments  were  a charge.  The  poor  people  then 
applied  to  the  parish,  to  have  their  usual  payments  made  to  them,  but  they 
were  then  given  to  understand,  that  their  claim  to  the  estate  being  at  an  end, 
the  payment  which  had  been  made  under  Mrs.  Cole’s  original  endowment,  of 
course  ceased.  The  poor  people  of  the  parish  still  continue  to  occupy  the 
premises,  and  receive  relief  from  the  parish,  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
parish  poor. 

Jerome  Brook’s  Charity, 

Jerome  Broolc,  of  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  by  his  will,  dated  15th  February 
16S0,  devised  all  his  messuages,  burgages,  dwelling-houses  and  tenements, 
wherein  he  had  an  estate  in  fee,  within  the  said  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  (except 
eight  messuages  and  dwelling-houses,  which  he  had  by  deed  settled  in  trust, 
for  William  Whitefield  and  his  children,  and  all  such  as  he  had  only  by  mort- 
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gages),  unto  Thomasin  his  wife,  for  life,  and  the  reversion  and  remainder  thereof, 
unto  nine  trustees,  therein  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  the  trustees  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  or  the  survi- 
vors, their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  next  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  living  in  or  near  the  said  parish,  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
minister  thereof,  or  one  of  them,  put  and  place  in  the  said  respective  houses, 
to  inhabit  therein,  witliout  rent  or  other  consideration,  such  poor  persons 
of  the  said  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  as  were  or  had  been  hard  labouring  per- 
sons, and  in  a mean  condition,  or  such  as  were  poor  inhabitants  thereof’,  and 
had  great  charge  of  children,  such  persons  having  no  relief  of  the  parish,  nor 
having  brought  themselves  to  poverty  by  any  wickedness,  nor  being  loose  and 
debauched  persons,  there  to  dwell,  whilst  they  should  receive  no  relief  of  the 
parish,  nor  ill  demean  themselves,  and  should  keep  their  dwelling-houses,  wherein 
they  should  be  so  placed  in  good  repair,  and  no  longer : And  it  was  the  tes- 

tator^s  further  will,  that  after  the  persons  placed  therein  should  receive  relief 
of  the  parish,  or  ill  behave  themselves,  or  after  two  months  notice  to  them, 
respectively  given  by  one  of  the  trustees,  or  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  or 
minister,  to  repair  the  said  houses,  should  fail  so  to  do,  that  then,  in  either  case, 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  trustees,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  or  the  sur- 
vivor of  them,  with  the  consent  of  such  justice  or  minister,  to  remove  such 
person,  so  receiving  relief,  misbehaving  himself,  or  not  repairing  his  dwelling- 
house  as  aforesaid,  from  the  same,  and  to  place  therein  other  persons  of  the  said 
town  or  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  so  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  continue  there  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  the  like  to  do,  on  the  death  of  every  person 
therein  placed,  as  aforesaid,  and  dying  there;  and  it  was  the  testator’s  further 
will,  that  when  the  number  of  the  trustees  should  come  to  five,  the  rest  dying, 
that  then  such  survivors  should  cause  a new  deed  of  trust  to  be  made  of  the 
premises  to  themselves,  and  such  other  honest  and  sufficient  persons  of  the  num- 
ber so  dying,  as  should  fill  up  the  number  to  nine,  whereof  three  should  be  of 
the  neighboring  parishes  ; and  further,  that  before  any  person  should  be  placed 
to  dwell  in  the  said  dwelling-houses,  such  person  should  give  security  by  bond, 
with  one  or  two  sureties,  to  the  content  of  the  trustees,  or  the  greater  number 
of  them,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  that  such  persons  should,  during  the  time  of 
his  dwelling  therein,  well  and  sufficiently  rej)air  the  same,  and  that  the  same, 
upon  his  death  or  other  cause  of  removal,  should  be  yielded  up  to  the  said 
trustees,  well  and  sufficiently  repaired. 

The  premises  derived  under  Mr.  Brook,  are  well  known.  They  consist  at 
present  of  I7  small  cottages,  each  with  a little  garden,  situate  on  the  north- 
west side  of  Golden  Hill  Street,  as  they  are  exhibited  in  a plan  of  Wiveliscombe 
Charity  Lands,  ma<le  by  Mr.  Charles  Chilcott,  a respectable  surveyor  of  Crow- 
combe.  Some  few  of  the  old  buildings  have  been  necessarily  taken  down,  but! 
others  have  been  erected  on  the  site  of  them.  They  are  kept  in  repair  by  the 
tenants. 

The  persons  placed  in  these  cottages  are  said  to  be  selected  from  among 
the  most  necessitous,  their  characters  being  also  taken  into  consideration. 


John  Hare’s  Charity. 

John  Hare’s  John  Hare,  by  his  will,  dated  7th  February  1682,  did  after  sundry  bequests 
Charity.  therein  contained,  give  unto  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  205.  to  be 

paid  yearly,  for  ever  ; and  his  will  was,  that  it  should  be  paid  out  of  a parcel 
of  land  which  he  had  in  the  parish  of  West  Monkton,  called  Trull’s  Lane. 

The  proprietor  of  the  estate,  of  which  Trull’s  Lane  forms  a part,  regularly 
pays  205.  to  the  churchwardens  of  Wiveliscombe,  which  is  added  by  them  to 
the  general  fund. 


Gifts  of  John  Perry  and  John  Bowerman. 

Gifts  of  John  Perry  _ In  the  return  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  I7B6,  it  appears,  that  John  Perry,  in 
and  1582,  left  40/.,  to  be  lent,  51.  each  to  eight  honest  labouring  men,  for  two  years, 

ohn  Bowerman.  JqJ,ji  PqU'erman,  in  1562,  left  the  sum  of  20/.,  to  be  lent  to 

four  honest  clothiers,  for  two  years,  gratis  ; and  it  appears  from  the  same  docu- 
ment, that  in  the  year  1786,  18/.  only  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  parish  of 
these  donations.  At  the  present  moment  it  does  not  appear  that  any  part 
thereof  is  remaining,  and  it  is  probable  they  have  been  lost  by  the  insolvency  of 
the  borrowers. 

Poor’s 
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Poor’s  Land. 

By  a feoffment,  dated  26th  February  1686,  between  Francis  Hawley,  and 
Judith  his  wife,  William  Nicholls,  and  Frances  his  wife,  and  Hannah  Hawley,  of 
the  one  part;  and  David  Yea  the  }^ounger,  and  11  others,  of  the  other  part; 
it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Hawley,  in  consideration  of  229/.  155.  and  of  5s. 
to  the  said  Nicholls,  paid  out  of  certain  monies  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Wiveliscombe,  and  raised  out  of  the  profits  of  the  market  of  Wivelis- 
combe,  theretofore  given  to  them  by  the  ancestors  of  George  Coventry,  which 
said  sums  of  money  were  then  remaining  in  the  hands  of  David  Yea,  did 
thereby  grant,  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Yea,  and  others,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  all  that  tenement  commonly  called  by  the  name  of  North  Tenement, 
together  with  16  acres  of  land  to  the  said  tenement  belonging,  viz.  ; two  parcels 
of  meadow  ground,  called  the  Higher  and  Lower  Wear  Meadow,  containing 
three  acres,  or  thereabouts ; another  parcel  of  ground,  called  Langland,  con- 
taining three  acres,  or  thereabouts ; another  parcel,  called  Slapes,  containing 
three  acres,  or  thereabouts ; two  other  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Moors,  con- 
taining five  acres  ; and  another  parcel  of  meadow  ground  adjoining,  called  the 
Moor,  containing  one  acre  ; together  also,  with  one  dwelling-house,  called 
Webber’s  House,  and  meadow  thereto  belonging,  in  the  possession  of  one 
William  Webber,  parcel  of  the  manor  of  West  Whitefield,  containing  one  acre, 
also  belonging  to  the  same  tenement,  upon  trust,  to  demise  the  said  premises  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  21  years,  and  to  pay  the  clear  yearly  rent  unto  the 
overseers  of  the  parish,  to  be  by  them  distributed  among  such  poor  inhabitants 
of  the  said  parish,  as  to  the  said  Yea,  and  others,  or  their  survivors,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  should  seem  most  to  stand  in  need,  and  deserve  relief  and 
charity ; and  when  the  said  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  seven,  the  surviving 
trustees  should  convey  to  12  others  of  the  ablest  and  most  honest  inhabitants, 
inhabiting  the  said  parish,  and  having  an  estate  within  the  same,  upon  the  like 
trusts. 

The  lands,  according  to  the  description  above  contained,  are  well  known 
to  the  parish ; but  no  transfer  of  the  legal  estate  has  been  made  to  any  new 
trustees  for  the  last  100  years.  The  premises  are  let  by  the  churchwardens,  to 
John  Furze,  for  seven  years,  for  32/.  a year. 

They  appear  to  have  been  always  considered  as  general  parish  property,  and 
the  rents  have  been  accordingly  added  to  the  poor’s  rates. 

The  parish  is  in  possession  of  10  cottages  adjoining  the  church-yard,  which 
from  time  immemorial  have  been  leased  upon  fines,  and  the  fines  applied  in  aid 
of  the  church  rate.  These  have  always  been  considered  as  the  general  pro- 
perty of  the  parish,  and  disposed  of  by  the  churchwardens. 


HUNDRED  OF  MILVERTON. 

. PARISH  OF  BATHEALTON. 

On  the  south  wall  of  the  parish  church  is  a brass  plate  affixed,  with  the 
following  inscription : — 

“ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  Sharp,  who  died  the  6th  day  of  November, 
A.D.  1673,  who  by  his  last  will  gave  405.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  this  parish, 
for  ever,  out  of  his  land,  called  Millhams,  to  be  distributed  every  Candlemas- 
day,  at  the  discretion  of  his  heirs.” 

There  is  a meadow  now  in  the  parish  of  Milverton,  known  by  the  name  of 
Millhams,  consisting  of  about  four  acres,  the  proprietor  of  which  is  John 
Spurway,  esquire,  who  as  well  as  the  preceding  owners,  has  regularly  applied 
405.  annually,  in  respect  thereof,  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Bathealton, 
selecting  them  according  to  his  and  their  own  discretion. 

The  propriety  of  confining  the  benefit  of  this  charity  to  such  of  the  poor 
as  live  without  parish  relief^  by  their  own  labour,  has  been  suggested,  and 
acquiesced  in. 

The  Gifts  of  John  Webber,  Esquire,  and  Alexander  Webber,  Clerk. 

John  Webber,  of  Bathealton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esquire,  by  his  will, 
dated  29th  August  1775,  gave  one  clear  yearly  rent-charge  of  4/,  45.  to  be  for 
ever  issuing  out  of  his  estate,  called  Parish  Place,  in  Bathealton  aforesaid,  to 
be  paid  on  Saint  John’s  day,  yearly,  by  the  owner  of  his  messuage  or  dwelling- 
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house,  called  Court  Place,  in  Bathealton  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  amongst 
the  most  indigent  and  necessitous  poor  of  that  parish. 

Alexander  Webber^  of  Bathealton,  clerk,  by  his  will,  dated  10th  January 
1782,  devised,  that  the  rector  of  Bathealton  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  should 
receive  out  of  his  estates,  called  Burgesses  and  Pooles,  in  Bathealton  aforesaid, 
one  annuity  or  clear  yearly  rent-charge  of  40^.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  same  pre- 
mises, and  to  be  distributed  annually,  on  every  Good  Friday,  in  the  parish 
church  of  Bathealton,  aforesaid. 

The  first  of  these  gifts  was  paid  fora  few  years  by  Mr.  Alexander  Webber, 
the  late  rector  of  Bathealton,  in  satisfaction  of  his  brother’s  bequest,  but  for 
some  years  the  payment  of  the  same  has  been  discontinued,  as  void,  by  the  statute 
of  mortmain.  The  second  of  the  above  gifts  was  also  paid,  by  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Webber,  for  a few  years,  but  since  her  death,  such  payment 
has  ceased  for  the  same  reason. 


PARISH  OF  KITTESFORD. 

Although  mention  is  made  in  the  Returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  1?86,  of 
a sum  of  40/.,  given  to  this  parish,  it  appeared  on  inquiry,  that  the  oldest  men 
in  the  parish  do  not  remember  any  such  donation. 


PARISH  OF  MILVERTON. 


Richard  Westcombe’s  Charity. 


Upon  the  benefaction  table  of  this  parish,  is  the  following  inscription : — 

“ Richard  Westcombe,  of  the  parish  of  Oak,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
yeoman,  gave  to  the  poor  aged  and  impotent  people  of  the  parish  of  Milverton, 
1/.  Ss.  8rf. ; to  be  paid  for  ever,  by  four  quarterly  payments,  out  of  the  manor 
ofLambrookshatch,  in  the  borough  of  Milverton,  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  them  distributed,  with  the  advice  of 
four  substantial  inhabitants  of  this  parish.  This  part  of  the  manor  was  given 
to  Eleanor  West. 

“ He  also  gave,  out  of  another  part  of  the  same  manor,  the  sum  of  1 /.  10.9.  2^/. 
to  be  distributed  as  above,  for  ever  ; this  part  of  the  manor  was  given  to  Jacob 
Westcombe  and  William  Ley,  alias  Farthing.  The  testator  died  in  1580.” 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  persons  long  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of 
this  parish,  that  these  two  sums  so  charged  upon  the  manor  of  Lambrookshatch, 
have  been  regularly  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  the  estates  so  charged,  or  their 
tenants,  the  land-tax  being  deducted,  which  has  reduced  the  sum  actually  paid 
to  2 1.  125.  8 d. 

The  estate  so  charged  has  been  long  divided  between  three  proprietors.  In 
an  account  for  the  year  1798,  kept  in  a book  containing  the  charities  of  this 
parish,  it  is  stated,  that  the  payment  of  this  _^sum  is  made  in  the  following 
proportions  : — 


Mr.  John  Spurway,  for  part  of  Westcombe’s,  after  allowing  4s.  for 
land-tax  - 

Mr.  Richard  Chappie,  for  another  part  of  Westcombe’s 
Mr.  Nicholas  Palfrey,  for  another  part  of  Westcombe’s 


£.  s. 

1 4 

1 - 

- 8 


d. 

8 


£.  2 12 


8 


The  payments  are  still  made  by  the  different  proprietors,  in  the  same  [)io- 
portions,  to  the  parish  officers. 

' This  charity  is  blended  by  them  with  some  others,  which  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter,  into  one  fund,  which  is  distributed  at  the -same  time,  and  among 
the  same  class  of  objects.  A day  is  fixed  for  the  distribution,  by  a previous 
notice  given  in  the  parish  church,  about  ten  days  previous.  In  the  interval 
a list  is  made  out  by  the  overseers,  of  the  persons  appearing  to  be  fit  objects  of 
the  bounty,  which  list  on  the  day  appointed  is  submitted  to  those  who  attend 
at  the  vestry,  and  there  finally  settled  and  approved.  The  persons  relieved 
are  mostly  those,  who  are  aged  and  infirm,  and  have  the  largest  families,  no 
distinction  being  observed,  between  those  who  receive,  and  those  who  do  not 
receive  parochial  relief. 

John 
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John  Dibble’s  Charity.  Milverton. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  in  the  parish  church,  is  the  following  state-  — 7 

ment : — John  Dibbles 

“ John  Dibble,  of  this  parish,  gentleman,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  y j 

the  sum  of  20/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens,  to 
twenty  poor  labouring  men  upon  Christmas-day,  for  ever. — He  died  in  I719.” 

This  20/.  was  probably  long  ago  received  by  the  parish  officers,  and  applied 
to  some  general  parochial  purpose,  as  the  parish  annually  pay  20  .y.  for  the  inte- 
rest of  it,  out  of  the  parish  rates,  which  is  distributed,  together  with  West- 
combe’s  gift,  above  mentioned. 

John  Weekes’s  Charity. 

Upon  the  benefaction  table  before  mentioned,  is  the  following  statement  of  John  Weekes’s' 
this  gift: — Charity. 

“ John  Weelces,  by  will,  dated  18th  November  1622,  gave  4/.  by  the  year, 
for  ever,  to  the  poor  of  the  parishes  next  adjoining  to  the  vill  of  Little  Chipley, 
and  charged  his  tenement,  then  late  John  Perry’s,  in  the  vill  aforesaid,  with  the 
payment  thereof.  Forty  shillings,  part  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  4/.,  was  by 
a decree,  dated  11th  October  1682,  made  by  commissioners  under  a commis- 
sion of  charitable  uses,  ordered  to  be  for  ever,  yearly,  paid  to  such  poor  of  this 
parish,  as  should  have  most  need,  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  of  the  overseers 
for  the  time  being,  on  Christmas-eve  and  Good  Friday,  as  appears  by  a copy  of 
the  decree,  deposited  in  the  parish  coffer.” 

A full  account  of  this  gift  has  been  already  given  among  the  charities  of 
the  parish  of  Ninehead  in  this  county.  [See  5th  Report,  p.  476.] 

The  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Milverton,  receive  1/.  145.  annually, 
after  allowing  for  the  land-tax,  from  the  tenant  of  the  premises  charged  with 
the  above  gift,  and  which  1 /.  14  5.  is  distributed  together  with  the  gift  of  Richard 
Westcombe,  before  mentioned,  and  in  the  same  manner. 

* John  Aishcombe’s  Charity. 

Upon  the  same  benefaction  table  is  the  following  statement  of  this  charity : John  Aishcombe's 

“ John  Aishcombe,  of  this  parish,  yeoman,  by  his  last  will,  gave  the  sum  of  Charity. 
160/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  some  freehold  land,  within  two  years 
after  his  decease,  and  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  be  received  by  the  feoffees, 
and  delivered  by  them  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  for  the  time  being, 
to  be  by  them  distributed  quarterly,  amongst  the  poor  labouring  people  of 
this  parish,  giving  an  account  thereof  to  the  minister  and  parishioners  for  the 
time  being.  He  died  1673.” 

The  160/.  was  received  by  the  parish,  and  laid  out  by  them  in  the  purchase 
of  some  freehold  land  in  the  parish  of  W^ellington  ; but  the  deed  by  which 
the  same  was  conveyed  to  the  parish,  cannot  be  found  among  the  parish 
documents. 

The  property  so  purchased  consists  of  two  pieces  of  arable  land,  containing 
about  four  acres  each,  which  are  let  to  one  tenant,  at  a rent  of  30/.  a year. 

The  principal  part  of  this  sum  of  30/.  is  annually  distributed  in  sums  of  11. 
each,  among  the  second  poor,  and  1.  or  S /.  of  it  is  given  in  smaller  sums  of 
five  shillings  each,  among  the  general  poor.  A book  is  kept  of  this  charity, 
which  exhibits  an  account  of  the  distribution,  with  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  are  relieved  under  it.  The  distribution  usually  takes  place  about 
Christmas. 

Gifts  of  Anthony  Paulet,  Mallet  Paulet,  and  Susannah  Pallet. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  l6th  May  1681,  and  made  between  Richard  Cutts,  Gifts  of 
esquire,  Giles  Ford,  and  others,  of  the  first  part ; the  churchwardens  and  over-  ^ 
seers  of  Milverton,  therein  named,  of  the  second  part ; and  Robert  Hawley,  Susannah Vaulet'^ 
and  others,  therein  also  described,  of  the  third  part;  reciting  two  several 
demises  by  John  Parker  to  Robert  Paris,  of  certain  closes  and  parcels  of  land, 
meadow  and  pasture,  containing  together  12  acres,  or  thereabouts,  situate 
in  Torrell’s  Preston,  for  the  term  of  2,000  years  after  the  deaths  of  certain 
persons  therein  mentioned,  and  a subsequent  demise  of  the  same  premises 
to  Lewis  Paris,  for  the  term  of  1,900  years,  and  deducing  the  title  to  the 
same  premises  for  the  remainder  of  the  same  terms,  to  the  said  Richard  Cutts 
and  Giles  Ford;  it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Richard  Cutts  and  Giles  Ford^ 
and  the  several  other  persons  therein  mentioned  and  described  as  the  par- 
ties of  the  first  part,  according  to  their  several  rights  and  interests  therein 
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Milverton.  mentioned,  as  well  for  the  full  satisfaction  of  a legacy  of  100^.  given  by 
■: — Anthony  Paulet,  deceased,  by  his  last  will,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Mil- 
Anthon^^Paulet  verton  parish  ; and  of  a legacy  of  50/.  given  by  Mallet  Paulet,  brother  of  the 
Mallet^aulet,  and  said  Anthony  Paulet,  by  his  last  will,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  same 
Susannah  Paulet,  parish;  and  of  a legacy  of  50/.  given  hy  Susannah  Paulet,  sister  of  the  said 
continued.  Anthony  and  Mallet  Paulet,  by  her  last  will,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  same 
^ ^ parish,  and  of  all  interest  in  arrear  for  the  said  legacies  ; as  for  the  other  consi- 
derations therein  mentioned,  did  thereby  grant,  convey  and  confirm  the  said 
closes  and  parcels  of  land  to  the  said  Robert  Hawley  and  others,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  said  several  terms  of  2,000  and  1,900  years,  then  to  come  in 
the  premises,  upon  trust,  that  they  amongst  other  things  should,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits,  keep  the  said  premises  in  all  needful  reparations,  and  pay  all  the 
rest  and  residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  unto  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish  of  Milverton  for  the  time  being,  to  be  paid  by  them  to  such  of  the 
honest  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Milverton,  for  the  tirne  being,  for  their 
better  maintenance  and  livelihood,  as  should  not  receive  any  weekly  sums 
of  money  from  the  parish,  for  and  towards  their  maintenance  and  live- 
lihood, and  who,  by  reason  of  age  or  other  casualty,  were  not  by  their  labour 
able  to  maintain  themselves,  as  by  at  least  ten  of  the  most  sufficient  inhabitants 
of  the  same  parish,  for  the  time  being,  should  be  signified  under  their  hands, 
and  not  otherwise  ; and  that  when  the  said  trustees  should  by  death  be  reduced 
to  a small  number,  that  then  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  the  said  trustees  should, 
upon  the  request  of  ten  or  more  of  the  sufficient  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish 
of  Milverton,  at  the  cost  and  charges  of  the  said  parish,  convey  the  said 
premises  for  the  residue  of  the  said  several  terms,  unto  such  other  persons  as 
the  said  10  or  more  of  such  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  should  nominate  and 
appoint,  of  which  number,  the  owner  of  the  capital  messuage  and  farm  in 
Preston  Boyer,  late  the  said  Anthony  Paulet’s  was  to  be  one,  so  long  as  the 
interest  of  the  same  should  continue  in  the  blood  and  relations  of  the  said 
Anthony  Paulet. 

By  a subsequent  feoffment,  dated  25th  January  I7II,  the  said  premises,  for 
the  residue  of  the  said  term,  were  conveyed  by  the  then  surviving  feoffees,  to 
Paulet  Warner,  William  Sandford,  of  Ninehead  Flory,  and  others,  as  new  feoffees 
of  the  said  charity. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  legal  estate  has  been  since  transmitted  by  sub- 
sequent deeds  to  other  trustees ; and  at  present  the  parish  officers  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  lands,  and  let  and  dispose  of  the  same,  which  now  consist  of  three 
pieces  of  arable  and  one  of  meadow  land,  situate  at  Preston  Torrells. 


The  meadow,  which  contains  about  four  acres,  is  let  to  a tenant,  for  seven 
years,  at  a rent  of  - --  --  --  --  - 

which  is  considered  as  a fair  rent. 

Tlie  three  arable  pieces,  containing  together  about  seven  acres,  are  also  let 
to  one  tenant,  for  a term  of  seven  years,  at  a yearly  rent  of  - - - 

which  is  also  considered  a proper  and  sufficient  rent. 
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The  parish  has  also  been  in  possession,  for  a great  length  of  time,  of  a small 
cottage  and  garden,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Milverton,  adjoining  to  one  of  the 
before  mentioned  meadows,  which  is  understood  to  have  come  to  it  from  the 
Paulets.  It  has  been  usually  let  upon  leases  for  lives,  for  a fine,  and  a small 
reserved  rent  of  sixpence.  The  parish  pays  IG^.  6 d.  for  the  cottage  and 
garden,  as  a chief  rent,  to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  A fine  of  10/.  was  received 
by  the  parish  in  the  year  1824,  and  applied  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church, 
and  other  parochial  purposes. 

The  income  of  this  charity  has  been  usually  added  to  the  fund,  and  distri- 
buted, together  with  the  charities  of  Westcombe  Week  and  Dibble,  before 
mentioned,  and  in  the  same  manner. 


Mary  Lamb’s  Charity. 

Mary  Lamb’s  Mary  Lamb,  widow  and  relict  of  William  Lamb,  of  Milverton,  having 
Charity.  only  one  child,  William,  and  being  seised  in  fee  simple  of  two-twelfth  parts 
of  a capital  messuage  or  farm,  called  Court,  or  Court  Place,  in  Milverton 
aforesaid,  and  being  possessed  of  five-twelfth  parts  of  the  same  estate,  called 
Couft  Place,  under  a lease  for  99  years,  determinable  upon  lives,  did,  by  her 

will. 
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will,  dated  5th  September  1721,  devise  unto  certain  trustees  therein  named, 
all  her  two  twelfth  parts  of  the  capital  messuage  and  land  aforesaid,  whereof 
she  was  seised  in  fee  simple  as  aforesaid,  to  the  use  of  William  Lamb,  her  son, 
for  life,  remainder  to  his  first  and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  his 
daughters  in  tail,  with  remainder  to  certain  trustees  therein  named,  for  a term 
of  years,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  estate  to  raise  300/. 
for  the  charitable  uses  thereinafter  mentioned,  with  remainder  to  William  Lamb, 
her  nephew,  with  divers  remainders  over  ; and  the  said  testatrix,  by  her  will, 
directed  that  when  the  said  sum  of  300/.  should  be  so  raised,  the  same  should 
be  laid  out  by  the  said  trustees  in  the  purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance,  the 
profits  whereof  and  interest,  in  the  mean  time,  were  to  be  employed  in  bringing 
up  40  poor  children,  viz. ; 20  boys  and  20  girls,  in  Milverton  aforesaid,  in  manner 
afterwards  directed ; and  she  also  bequeathed  all  her  leasehold  interest  in  the 
said  estate  to  her  son,  during  his  life,  and  then  to  and  among  his  children,  as 
therein  directed ; and  if  her  said  son  should  die  unmarried,  then  she  devised 
the  same  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  employ  the  rents  thereof, 
during  the  continuance  of  her  interest  therein,  in  instructing  and  educating  in 
the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  the  said  40  poor  children  aforesaid,  as 
the  same  were  then  taught,  professed  and  practised,  in  the  established  church  of 
England,  with  power  to  the  trustees  to  dismiss  any  of  the  children,  and  to 
appoint  others  in  their  room,  and  appointed  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  of  the 
said  parish  of  Milverton,  to  be  always  a trustee  of  the  said  charity ; and  the 
rest  of  her  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  she  devised  to  the  said  William  Lamb, 
her  son,  whom  she  made  her  sole  executor. 

The  said  testatrix,  soon  after  making  her  said  will,  died,  leaving  her  said  son, 
William  Lamb,  surviving  her,  who,  in  March  1727,  died  intestate,  without 
having  been  married  ; and  upon  his  death,  the  said  William  Lamb,  her  nephew, 
entered  into  possession  of  the  said  devised  premises. 

An  information  was  filed,  in  or  about  the  year  1731,  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, by  his  Majesty’s  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of  the  then  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Milverton,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
20  poor  boys  and  20  poor  girls,  complainants,  against  the  said  William  Lamb, 
the  nephew,  and  the  several  trustees  named  in  the  will,  defendants,  setting  forth 
the  contents  of  the  above-mentioned  will,  and  praying  an  account  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  trust  premises,  and  that  proper  trustees  might  be  appointed, 
and  the  said  charity  established. 

By  a decree  of  the  said  court,  afterwards  made  in  the  said  cause,  it  was 
referred  to  a Master  of  the  said  court  to  approve  of  new  trustees  of  the  said 
charity ; and  it  was  directed,  that  the  sum  of  300  /.  which  was  agreed  to  be 
paid  by  the  said  William  Lamb,  the  defendant,  should  be  paid  accordingly  to 
such  new  trustees,  and  be  by  them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands ; and  in 
the  mean  time,  that  the  same  should  be  put  out  on  Government  or  other 
security,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  said  will ; and  it  was  further  directed,  that 
the  said  William  Lamb  should  account  for  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said 
leasehold  estate,  from  the  death  of  the  said  William  Lamb,  the  son  of  the  said 
testatrix,  and  that  the  parties  should  lay  a scheme  before  the  said  Master  for 
the  distribution  of  the  said  arrears,  and  of  the  growing  rents  and  profits  of  the 
said  leasehold  estate,  and  of  the  said  estate  to  be  so  purchased  as  aforesaid,  and 
also  of  the  produce  and  interest  of  the  said  300  /.,  until  such  purchase  could  be 
made,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  testatrix’s  will. 

It  appears,  by  several  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  said  cause,  that  new 
trustees  were  accordingly  appointed,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  300/.  was  paid 
by  the  said  William  Lamb,  the  nephew,  to  such  new  trustees,  which  was  vested 
in  a mortgage  of  certain  lands  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  the  estate  of  Thomas 
Timeville,  of  Wiveliscombe ; by  indenture,  dated  19th  June  1737>  it  appears 
also,  that  the  arrears  of  the  leasehold  estate  were  paid  by  the  said  William 
Lamb  to  the  said  trustees,  and  that  the  remaining  interest  of  the  said  charity 
in  the  said  leasehold  estate  was  sold  for  the  sum  of  200/.,  whereby  the  whole 
aggregate  trust  money  belonging  to  the  said  charity,  after  the  payment  thereout 
of  the  costs  of  the  said  suit,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  675/.  5 <7.  applicable 

to  the  purposes  of  the  said  will,  whereupon  the  following  scheme  was  proposed 
to  the  said  Master  for  the  management  of  the  school ; — 

First;  that  upon  the  death  of  one  or  more  of  the  trustees,  for  the  time  being, 
the  survivors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should,  from  time  to  time,  within  three 
calendar  months  next  after  the  decease  of  any  or  either  of  them,  appoint  a new 
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trustee  or  trustees,  in  the  room  and  place  of  such  of  them  so  dying,  so  as  the 
number  of  five  trustees  should  be  always  kept  up,  and  so  as  such  new  trustee  or 
trustees  should  always  reside  within  the  said  parish  of  Milverton,  or  within  six 
miles  of  the  parish  church  thereof,  and  should  be  owners  and  proprietors  of  lands 
and  tenements  within  the  said  parish  of  Milverton  ; and  that  no  trustee  to  be 
hereafter  elected  should  have  a right  or  power  to  act  in  the  trust  any  longer  than 
he  should  be  residing  in  the  said  parish  of  Milverton,  or  within  six  miles  of  the 
said  parish  church,  and  be  owner  and  proprietor  of  lands  and  tenements  within 
the  said  parish ; and  that  in  either  of  the  said  causes  of  disqualification,  a new 
trustee  or  trustees  should  be  chosen  in  manner  aforesaid,  in  the  room  and  stead 
of  such  of  them  so  disqualified  as  aforesaid. 

Secondly  ; That  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  should  have  power  to  visit 
the  charity  school  or  schools  where  such  poor  children  should  be  instructed,  and 
to  appoint,  as  well  a schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress  to  instruct  and  educate  such 
40  poor  children,  as  also  all  and  every  such  poor  child  and  children  so  to  be  in- 
structed, in  such  manner  as  was  provided  in  and  by  the  testatrix’s  will ; and 
to  discharge  such  master  or  mistress,  child  or  children,  when  and  as  often  as 
they  should  see  any  just  cause  or  occasion  for  so  doing,  and  to  make  choice  of 
and  appoint  a new  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  child  or  children,  in  their 
room  ; and  all  such  elections  before  mentioned,  to  be  made  openly  and  pub- 
licly in  the  schoolhouse,  for  the  time  being,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the 
morning  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  four  days  notice  at  the  least  of  every  such 
election  being  publicly  given,  on  Sunday,  in  the  said  parish  church,  imme- 
diately after  divine  service  for  the  morning. 

Thirdly;  That  as  the  trust  funds  amounted  to  the  sum  of  Grj5l.  9^.  5d.  and 
the  said  sum  of  300/.,  part  thereof,  had  already  been  laid  out  on  a mortgage  of 
lands,  with  the  approbation  of  the  said  Master,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the 
remaining  375/.  95.  5c?.  on  Government  or  some  other  security,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  said  Master,  until  the  whole  675/.  95.  5d.  could  be  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  lands,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said  testatrix’s  will; 
and  that  the  clear  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  so  to  be  purchased, 
and  that  the  interest  of  the  said  675/.  95.  5d.  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  such 
purchase  should  be  made,  should  be  by  the  trustees  applied  and  disposed 
of  for  and  towards  the  instructing  and  educating  the  said  20  boys  and  20 
girls,  as  directed  in  and  by  the  testatrix’s  will,  in  manner  following,  to  wit ; 
for  a school-house,  2/.  per  annum ; for  books,  paper,  ink  and  quills,  4/.;  and 
all  the  residue  thereof,  to  a schoolmaster  alone,  or  to  a schoolmaster  and  school- 
mistress, in  such  proportions  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
should  see  fit,  and  find  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  promotion 
of  the  said  charity ; and  that  all  books  which  should  be  so  bought  by  the  said 
trustees,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  use  of  such  poor  children,  should  always  re- 
main and  be  left  in  the  schoolhouse,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  such  school. 

Fourthly  ; That  the  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should,  as  often  as 
they  should  think  proper,  meet  at  the  school-house,  and  examine  into  the  con- 
duct and  behaviour  of  such  masters  and  mistresses,  and  of  such  poor  children, 
and  see  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  school,  and  consult  on  proper 
measures  to  be  taken  in  and  about  the  executing  of  their  said  trust,  and 
render  an  account  of  all  sums  of  money  by  them  received,  paid  or  laid  out, 
relating  to  the  said  trust ; and  that  there  should  be  a book  of  account,  kept  and 
fastened  by  a chain,  and  locked  to  some  convenient  place  in  the  school-house, 
for  the  entering  and  writing  down  all  sums  of  money  so  by  them  received,  paid, 
or  laid  out,  and  for  entering  and  registering  the  names  of  all  and  every  such 
poor  child  and  children,  and  the  times  when  they  respectively  came,  and  were 
received  into  the  said  school,  and  of  their  dying,  or  being  dismissed,  in  manner 
aforesaid,  the  costs  of  such  book  or  books,  chain  and  lock,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  above  mentioned  annual  sum,  appropriated  for  buying  books,  paper,  ink 
and  quills;  which  said  report  was,  on  the  21st  day  of  March  1742,  by  an  order 
of  the  same  court,  absolutely  confirmed,  and  the  scheme  therein  mentioned, 
established. 

It  did  not  appear  distinctly  by  any  documents  produced,  how  the  trust  money 
was  disposed  of  under  the  said  decree ; it  seems,  however,  that  what  was  out 
upon  mortgage,  was  afterwards  called  in  by  the  trustees,  and  a small  part 
thereof,  amounting  to  about  45  /.  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a piece  of  land, 
and  the  remainder  thereof  invested  in  the  public  funds,  where  it  was  afterwards 

suffered 
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suffered  to  accumulate  for  several  years,  and  the  charity  itself  to  remain  unex- 
ecuted. The  funded  property  now  amounts  to  1,500/.  three  per  cent  reduced 
annuities,  which  are  standing  in  the  names  of  four  of  the  present  trustees. 

The  successive  appointments  of  the  trustees  appear  by  a series  of  entries  in 
a book,  entitled,  Mrs.  Mary  Lamb’s  Charity ; and  the  present  trustees  are  Sir 
Thomas  Buckler  Lethbridge,  baronet;  John  Nurton,  esquire  ; John  Oudland, 
esquire  ; and  the  Reverend Trevelyan,  vicar  of  Milverton. 

The  piece  of  ground  so  purchased,  as  above  mentioned,  was,  by  indentures, 
dated  14th  and  15th  May  1744,  conveyed  in  fee  simple,  to  the  then  trustees  of 
the  said  charity,  and  consists  of  two  acres,  or  thereabouts,  of  arable  land,  situate 
in  Butsway,  in  the  parish  of  Milverton,  and  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Small,  a yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  7 

In  the  year  1798,  a small  piece  of  ground  in  Milverton,  of  about  half  an  acre, 
was,  by  an  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  27th  Aug.  1798,  conveyed  in  fee  simple, 
by  Mr.  Henry  Spurway,  to  the  then  trustees  of  the  said  charity,  subject  to  a per- 
petual reserved  rent  of  405.,  which  rent  appears  to  have  been  equivalent,  or  nearly 
so,  to  the  full  value  of  the  land,  as  the  trustees  are  only  able  to  let  it  for  425. 

This  piece  of  ground  is  stated  to  have  been  conveyed  to  them  for  the  site  of 
their  school-room,  but  no  school-room  has  yet  been  built  upon  it. 

The  clear  income  of  the  charity  appears  to  be  54/.  25.  out  of  which  the 
trustees  pay  a salary  to  a schoolmaster,  of  40/. ; and  2/.  rent  for  Spurway’s  piece; 
2/.  25.  as  a salary  to  their  agent;  and  135  4</.  as  a consideration  for  receiving 
the  dividends,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  44/.  155.  4</.  leaving  a surplus  of 
9/.  65.  Bd.  per  annum,  to  answer  contingent  expenses. 

The  present  master,  Mr.  William  Granger,  succeeded  his  father,  who  acted 
in  that  capacity  many  years,  about  50  years  ago.  His  salary  has  varied  with  the 
amount  of  the  trust  income  ; but  for  some  years  past  the  average  may  be  con- 
sidered as  40/.  per  annum,  for  which  sum  the  master  instructs  20  poor  boys 
and  20  poor  girls  of  the  parish,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  Many  of 
the  children  belong  also  to  the  Sunday  school. 

The  master  occupies  a house  in  the  parish  at  which  the  school  is  kept,  the 
rent  of  which  he  pays  himself. 

Peter  Richards’s  Charity. 

Peter  Richards,  of  Preston  Bower,  in  the  parish  of  Milverton,  in  the  county 
of  Somerset,  by  his  will,  dated  4th  August  1791,  gave  and  bequeathed  to  John 
Cridland,  of  Milverton,  aforesaid,  his  executors  and  administrators,  the  sum  of 
100/.  in  trust,  to  be  by  him  and  them  lent  and  placed  out  at  interest,  as  he  or 
they  should  think  proper ; and  such  interest  to  be  from  time  to  time  applied  for 
and  towards  the  relief  of  such  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Milverton,  aforesaid 
(not  having  parish  pay  at  the  time),  as  he  or  they  should  think  deserving ; pro- 
vided, and  so  as  that  no  more  than  l5.  should  be  given  to  any  one  person  in  any 
one  year. 

Mr.  Cridland,  a gentleman  of  property  in  the  parish,  lately  deceased,  to  whom 
this  legacy  was  given,  had  this  sum  in  his  hands,  until  his  death,  and  paid 
4/.  105.  annually  to  the  overseers,  as  interest  for  it.  He  died  in  1798,  and 
since  his  death,  his  son,  Mr.  John  Cridland,  has  considered  himself  as  respon- 
sible for  the  money,  and  has  continued  to  pay  the  interest  thereof  to  the  over- 
seers, by  his  agent,  Mr.  Day.  The  whole  has  been  regularly  accounted  for. 

This  sum  of  4/.  105.  is  laid  out  every  year  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  which  is 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  this  parish. 


PARISH  OF  RUNNINGTON. 

There  is  a piece  of  arable  land,  consisting  of  about  five  acres,  called  Clerken 
Croft,  in  this  parish,  the  rent  of  which  has  been  from  time  immemorial  enjoyed 
by  the  clerk  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being ; but  we  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  source  from  which  this  benefit  is  derived  to  the  clerk.  The  land 
is  let  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  and  usually  amounts  to  4/.  per  annum, 
or  thereabouts. 
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PARISH  OF  SAMPFORD  ARUNDELL. 

There  has  been,  for  a long  time,  in  the  posession  of  this  parish,  a sum  of  5Sl. 
made  up  of  several  small  donations,  now  no  longer  traceable  to  the  respective 
donors.  The  money  has  been  long  ago  appropriated  to  parish  objects  ; but  an 
annual  sum  of  2/.  ISV,  in  respect  of  the  interest  thereof,  is  distributed  from  the 
parish  rates,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  among  the  second  poor.  This  pay- 
ment is  regularly  entered  in  the  overseers  books,  and  brought  to  account 
annually.  


PARISH  OF  S T AW  L E Y. 

John  Govier’s  Charity. 

In  an  ancient  parish  book  is  the  following  entry  ; — 

“ In  memory  oi'  John  Gorier,  the  elder,  of  the  parish  of  Stawley,  who  de- 
parted this  life  the  3d  day  of  June  1744,  and  gave  to  such  poor  people,  of  the 
said  parish  of  Stawley,  as  have  no  relief  of  the  parish,  the  sum  of  405.  to  be 
put  out  to  use,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  at  Easter, 
yearly,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  his  will.” 

It  appears  also  by  the  parish  books,  that  there  was  at  one  time,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  parish,  two  or  three  other  sums,  amounting  together  to  12/.  105. 
which  are  not  traceable,  with  any  certainty,  to  any  particular  donors. 

The  interest  of  these  sums  has  been  formerly  distributed  among  persons  whose 
names  appear  in  the  parish  books ; but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  paid  for 
the  last  35  years. 

HUNDRED  OF  NORTH  PETHERTON. 
BRIDGEWATER. 

CHARITIES  VESTED  IN  AND  UNDER  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF 
THE  CORPORATION.. 

Dr.  Morgan’s  Charity. 

John  Morgan,  by  his  will,  dated  l6th  June  1723,  after  divers  other  disposi- 
tions and  bequests,  gave  and  devised  all  his  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  of 
Hoccombe,  and  all  his  lands  and  tenements  and  hereditaments  in  Hoccombe, 
aforesaid,  (except  the  tenement  and  cottage,  part  thereof,  before  therein  devised 
by  him  to  Thomas  Coney),  unto  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgesses 
of  the  borough  of  Bridgewater,  and  to  their  successors,  for  ever,  upon  trust, 
that  they  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  capital  burgesses,  and  their  successors, 
should,  out  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  manor  or  reputed  manor 
of  Hoccombe,  erect  a charity  school  in  Bridgewater,  and  keep  and  support  one 
able  and  judicious  schoolmaster  for  ever  thereafter,  to  teach  and  instruct  the  sons 
of  decayed  inhabitants  of  the  borough  and  parish  of  Bridgewater,  aforesaid,  (not 
receiving  alms  or  relief  of  the  said  borough  and  parish),  to  write  well,  to  learn 
arithmetic,  navigation  and  the  mathematics  ; such  schoolmaster  to  be  paid,  out 
of  the  income  of  his  said  manor,  the  yearly  sum  of  10/.  or  15/.,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  capital  burgesses,  for  his  careful  instructing 
and  teaching  lads,  as  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  capital  burgesses,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  by  their  order  of  council  or  convocation,  in  the  Burgess 
Hall  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  should  send  unto  him  so  to  be  taught  and 
instructed ; and  he  further  directed,  that  no  lad  should  be  sent  to  the  said 
charity  school  before  he  was  able  to  read  the  Psalter  and  had  learnt  the  Churcli 
catechism,  and  could  give  a tolerable  account  of  it ; he  also  directed,  that  out 
of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  manor,  every  lad  to  be  sent  to  the 
said  charity  school  should  be  clothed,  with  such  distinguishing  habit  and  clothes 
as  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  capital  burgesses,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
in  council  assembled,  should  appoint ; and  that  the  parents  of  such  lads,  at  their 
own  proper  costs  and  charges,  should  find  and  provide  for  them  necessary  and 
convenient  meat,  drink,  washing,  lodging  and  clothing  (except  stockings,  shoes, 
a blue  upper  coat,  and  a blue  cap,  which  were  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  rents, 
issues  and  profits  of  his  said  manor  ; in  which  habit  his  will  was,  that  on  Sundays 

and 
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and  prayer  days,  they,  with  their  said  master  for  the  time  being,  should  resort  Bridgewater.' 

to  the  parish  church  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  to  serve  God,  and  should  likewise  

wear  the  same  all  other  days,  his  meaning  and  intent  being,  that  none  should  Charities  vested  in 
have  the  benefit  of  that  his  charity,  but  those  who  should  be  of  the  church  of  j\ianatemeS  Slhe 
England,  as  by  law  established)  ; and  he  further  willed,  that  his  said  trustees  CorpSon:  ^ 
should  for  ever  procure  two  charity  sermons  to  be  preached  every  year,  for  ever  ^torgan’s 
thereafter,  in  the  parish  church  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  that  thereby  a cha-  Charity, 
ritable  collection  might  be  made,  for  all  well-disposed  Christians  to  contribute  v 
their  charity  for  the  further  advancement  of  those  his  charitable  intentions.  ^ 

And  he  further  directed,  that  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  capital  burgesses, 
the  archdeacon  of  Taunton,  the  vicar  of  Bridgewater,  the  rector  or  minister 
of  Chedzoy,  the  minister  of  North  Petherton,  the  minister  of  Goathurst,  and 
the  minister  of  Spaxton,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  for  the  time  being, 
should  be  guardians  and  trustees,  to  see  that  his  charity  truly  and  justly  dis- 
posed of ; and  that  the  said  clergymen  and  ministers,  or  three  of  them  at  the 
least,  should  every  Holy  Thursday  in  every  year,  for  ever,  meet  in  the  chancel  ' 
belonging  to  the  parish  church  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  together  with  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  or  one  of  the  aldermen,  to  settle 
and  adjust  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  said  charity,  to  which  end  and 
purpose  he  willed,  that  two  books  should  be  continually  kept,  and  all  accounts 
relating  to  the  premises  aforesaid  to  be  fairly  written  therein ; and  that  one  of 
them,  after  the  accounts  should  be  duly  stated,  and  signed  as  such  by  the  said 
mayor,  aldermen,  or  alderman,  and  ministers  present,  should  afterwards,  by  the 
said  mayor,  be  lodged  and  kept  in  the  great  chest  in  the  burgess  hall  of  Bridgewater 
aforesaid,  and  that  for  the  trouble  and  attendance  thereof,  his  said  trustees  should 
annually  allow  105.  or  205.  to  be  spent  every  Holy  Thursday  on  such  as  should  be 
present  with  them  that  they  should  appoint  to  state  the  said  accounts,  at  their 
discretion  ; and  he  further  willed,  that  a schoolmaster,  receiver,  and  expenditor 
for  the  said  charity  school  should  be  settled  and  appointed,  placed  and  disr 
placed,  at  or  by  the  order  and  directions  of  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and 
capital  burgesses,  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  as  they 
should  direct,  at  their  common  council  or  convocation  in  burgess  hall  aforesaid, 
at  which  meeting  or  convocation,  thirteen  of  the  said  capital  burgesses  at  the 
least  should  be  present,  and  that  the  mayor  and  one  of  the  aldermen  for  the 
time,  should  be  two  of  them  : And  the  said  testator  reciting,  that  he  had  given 
security  to  his  wife’s  trustees  before  marriage,  that  she  should  have  one  annuity 
or  rent-charge  of  40/.,  to  be  paid  to  her  out  of  the  said  manor  of  Hoccombe, 
for  her  life  ; and  also  had  given  his  bond  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Turberville,  to  pay 
to  her  an  annuity  of  20/.  for  her  life,  his  will  was,  and  he  directed,  that  his  said 
trustees  should  pay  the  said  40/.  and  20/.  annuities  accordingly  out  of  his  said 
manor,  which  said  manor  and  every  part  thereof,  he  thereby  subjected  to  the 
payment  thereof. 

The  testator  died  indebted  upon  bond  to  the  amount  of  iCO/.,  and  leaving 
a mortgage  upon  the  said  estate  for  410/.  It  appears,  also,  that  the  annuitants 
were  living  for  many  years  after  the  will. 

In  the  accounts  laid  before  us,  for  the  year  1743,  we  find  the  payment  of 
both  these  annuities  entered  as  items.  In  the  year  1744,  the  principal  and 
interest  on  the  mortgage,  and  also  the  bond  debt  above  alluded  to,  were  paid 
by  the  corporation,  who  then  took  possession  of  the  estate  so  discharged,  consi- 
dering themselves  as  in  the  place  of  the  mortgagee  in  their  subsequent  reckoning 
with  the  estate ; and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  1745,  a balance  is  stated  to  have 
been  due  to  the  corporation  of  750/.  14  5.  Qd.  ; for  some  time,  therefore,  after 
this  period,  there  were  no  clear  profits  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation  applicable 
to  the  charity  ; but  from  the  year  last-mentioned,  no  direct  mention  seems  to 
be  made  of  any  payment  on  account  of  the  annuitants,  the  probability,  there- 
fore, is,  that  they  were  dead  at  that  time. 

Till  the  year  1786,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  school  was  in  existence ; but 
from  that  year  it  seems  to  have  been  carried  on,  though  not  in  a manner  satis- 
factory  to  the  several  ministers  of  the  neighbouring  parishes,  appointed  guar- 
dians by  the  will.  In  the  year  1793,  the  guardians  took  cognizance  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  school  had  been  carried  on  ; and  by  an  entry  in  the  account 
book  of  the  charity,  dated  9th  May  1793,  they  expressed  their  objections  to  the 
schoolmaster  appointed  by  the  corporation,  as  not  answering  the  description  so 
strongly  marked  out  in  the  will  of  the  founder,  declaring  their  opinion,  that  it  was 
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contrary  to  his  design  that  it  should  be,  in  any  part,  a classical  school ; and 
they  likewise  objected  to  the  mode  of  adjusting  the  interest  upon  the  charity 
fund.  From  that  time  to  1813,  no  objections  by  the  guardians,  to  the  manner 
of  conducting  the  school  appear  on  record,  and  the  accounts  were  regularly 
audited  and  approved.  But  in  the  year  last-mentioned,  to  bring  the  corporation 
to  what  seemed  to  the  guardians  to  be  a more  correct  statement  and  liquidation 
of  their  former  account,  a petition  was  preferred  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  upon 
which  an  order  was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  money  mentioned  in  the 
following  agreement,  as  the  balance  due  from  the  corporation. 

By  an  agreement,  made  9th  May  1814,  between  the  mayor,  aldermen  and 
burgesses,  of  the  borough  of  Bridgewater,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Turner, 
archdeacon  of  Taunton,  William  Woollen,  vicar  of  Bridgewater,  Henry 
Parsons,  vicar  of  Wembdon,  and  rector  of  Goathurst,  and  William  Yorke, 
rector  of  Spaxton,  guardians  of  the  will  of  John  Morgan,  deceased,  of  the 
other  part ; reciting,  that  in  the  Michaelmas  term  preceding,  a petition  had 
been  presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  praying  that  the  said  mayor,  aldermen 
and  burgesses,  might  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  the  sum  of  9111  105.  l^d.,  as  being  due  to  the  charitable  foun- 
dation of  the  said  John  Morgan  ; and  that  by  an  order  of  the  said  court,  dated 
^2d  December  then  last,  it  had  been  ordered,  that  such  sum  should  be  accord- 
ingly by  them  paid  into  the  bank,  with  the  privity  of  the  Accountant  General, 
to  the  credit  of  the  said  John  Morgan’s  charity  ; and  further,  that  it  had  been 
agreed  between  the  said  parties,  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  suit,  if  the  court 
should  be  so  pleased,  that  the  sum  of  300/.  should  be  paid  by  the  said  mayor, 
aldermen  and  burgesses,  in  part  of  the  said  debt  due  from  them  to  the  said 
charity,  into  the  hands  of  Stuckey  & Co.  bankers,  at  Bridgewater,  to  the 
account  of  Morgan’s  charity,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  then  next;  and 
that  the  sum  of  677/.  IO5.  l^d.^  being  the  residue  of  the  said  debt,  with 
interest  on  the  whole  sum,  to  be  computed  as  therein  mentioned,  should  be 
paid  in  to  the  same  bankers,  to  the  same  account,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
Trinity  term  then  next,  which  monies  were  to  be  laid  out  by  the  said  bankers  in 
exchequer  bills  ; and  that  a suflScient  sum  should  be  taken  from  the  said  monies, 
to  purchase  a piece  of  ground,  and  to  erect  thereon  a dwelling-house  for 
a schoolmaster,  and  school-room  sufficiently  large  to  contain  300  boys,  for  the 
purpose  of  instruction,  and  to  fit  up  the  same  in  a proper  manner  ; which  land 
and  buildings  should  be  conveyed  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said  John 
Morgan,  whose  will  was  to  be  strictly  adhered  to,  in  regulating  the  appointment 
of  the  master,  the  nomination  of  the  scholars,  the  religious  and  other  instruc- 
tion to  be  provided,  and  the  general  regulation  of  the  school ; aud  that  as  many 
boys  should  be  educated  and  clothed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity  as  the 
extent  of  such  funds  would  permit ; that  as  many  boys  as  the  school-room  « 
would  conveniently  contain  beyond  the  number  on  the  foundation,  should  be  at 
liberty  to  attend  the  school  on  conforming  to  the  regulations  thereof,  and  paying 
3d.  per  week  to  the  master  for  their  instruction. 

That  the  Madras  system  of  instruction  should  be  introduced  generally  into 
the  school ; that  the  vacancies  should  be  filled  up  by  the  corporation,  from 
among  the  most  deserving  of  the  children  falling  within  the  description  men- 
tioned in  the  testator’s  will,  who  should  have  attended  the  school,  and  have 
paid  for  their  instruction  ; that  a committee  of  persons,  therein  named,  should 
be  appointed  for  carrying  the  foregoing  stipulations  into  effect,  four  of  whom 
should  be  a quorum,  the  costs  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity ; that 
the  suit  should  be  discontinued,  on  payment  of  the  said  principal  and  interest; 
and  the  amount  of  such  payments  entered  in  the  book  wherein  the  account  of 
the  receipts  and  payments,  in  respect  of  the  said  charity,  had  been  usually 
entered. 

And  lastly,  that  after  such  payment  made,  and  a convenient  plot  of  ground 
should  have  been  purchased  and  conveyed  as  aforesaid,  and  a dwelling-house 
for  the  master,  and  a school-room  erected,  and  the  surplus  money  laid  out  in 
the  funds,  as  therein  directed,  the  power  vested  in  the  committee  should  cease; 
and  it  was  thereby  covenanted  and  agreed,  by  and  between  the  said  mayor, 
aldermen  and  burgesses,  and  the  said  guardians,  that  they  and  their  successors 
respectively,  should  perform  and  keep  the  said  conditions  and  agreements  as 
therein  recited  on  their  parts  to  be  observed,  for  the  finally  putting  an  end  to 
the  said  suit. 


Pursuant 
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Pursuant  to  the  above  agreement,  the  sum  of  977^*  1 0 5.  with  interest, 

Mas  paid  in  to  the  above  named  bankers,  at  Bridgewater,  and  the  suit  de- 
termined. 

The  corporation,  in  further  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  above  agreement, 
made  a purchase  of  a piece  of  ground  in  the  parish  of  Bridgev  ater,  a little  way 
out  of  the  town,  consisting  of  about  one  acre,  which  was  conveyed  to  them  in 
1816,  by  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  C^hancery,  upon 
which  ground  \vas  built  a dwelling-house  for  the  master,  and  a school-room. 
The  consideration  money  for  the  plot  of  ground  M'as  200/.,  and  the  expense 
of  the  building  amounted  to  between  900/.  and  1,000/.  as  appears  by  an  account 
stated  between  the  corporation  and  the  charity,  brought  down  to  September 
29t1i,  1818,  upon  which  a balance  was  exhibited  in  favour  of  the  charity,  of 
66/.  125.  5^d. 

The  means  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation  for  making  the  above  large  ex- 
penditure, consisted  of  the  balance  paid  in  under  the  above  order,  with  a sub- 
sequent interest  thereupon  of  276/.  3 5.,  the  sum  of  369/-  85.  Qd.  the  produce  of 
a sale  of  timber  on  the  charity  property,  and  '^01.  I85.  Sd.  interest,  accrued 
upon  the  last  mentioned  sum,  amounting  in  the  wdiole  to  1,694/.  O5.  4|</. 

The  charity  property,  a plan  of  which  was  annexed  to  the  account  book 
above  alluded  to,  consists  of  two  estates  or  farms,  lying  contiguous,  e-ach  of 
them  having  a farm-house  and  curtilage  upon  it,  called  Hughes  and  Chilcotts. 

A.  n.  p. 

The  farm  called  Hughes,  contains  - - 43  o 18 

That  which  has  gone  by  the  name  of  Chillcotts  - 54  3 17 

Making  together  a total  of  - - ■ 97  3 35 

all  lying  in  the  parish  of  Lydiard  Saint  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

This  plan  was  made  in  the  year  177-5,  and  the  corporation  are  now  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  property  as  described  and  bounded  in  the  same. 

There  is  no  reason  to  suspect  that  the  estate  has  suffered  any  diminution  or 
alteration. 

The  property  has  been  let  altogether,  in  one  holding,  to  Richard  Beadon, 
esquire,  at  a rent  of  140/,  per  annum,  for  a term  of  seven  years  from  Michael- 
mas 1825,  allowing  10/.  a year  for  repairs,  there  being  buildings  on  each  of  the 
above  farms,  in  a state  of  great  decay.  The  above  mentioned  rent  is  said  to  be 
fully  equal  to  the  value  of  the  property. 

The  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  is  now  settled  at  30/.  a year,  with  the  benefit 
of  the  dwelling-house,  school-house  and  garden,  rent  free  ; but  he  is  expected 
to  find  necessary  implements,  books,  and  such  stationery  as  may  be  wanted. 

Thirty  boys  are  now  upon  the  foundation,  who  have  a jacket  and  waistcoat 
found  them,  of  a grey  uniform,  at  an  annual  expense  of  about  35/.  on  an  average  ; 
the  rest  of  iheir  clothing,  and  their  board,  are  found  by  their  parents  or  friends. 
The  boys  on  the  foundation  pay  nothing  for  their  instruction  ; but  the  master 
has  about  the  same  number  of  pay-boys,  with  each  of  whom  he  has  three- 
pence a-week.  They  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  He  is  said 
to  teach  what  is  required  by  the  will,  and  to  take  the  boys  upon  the  foundation 
to  church  every  Sunday,  regularly. 

The  accounts  are  brought  down  to  September  1825,  showing  a balance 
against  the  charity,  of  2/.  45.  5^/. 

The  Charities  of  Robert  Blake,  Richard  Castleman,  Benjamin  Vaughan, 

Dorothy  Holworthy,  William  Blake,  Sir  John  Bawdon,  Constance 

Harvey,  John  Gilbert,  and  Christiana  Shercombe. 

Robert  Blake’s  Charity. — According  to  the  church  board,  Robert  Blake, 
who  died  in  the  year  1592,  gave  towards  pious  uses,  the  sum  of  240/.  which 
sum  was  in  the  custody  of  the  common  council  of  this  borough,  to  remain  as 
a stock  for  ever,  the  profit  or  interest  thereof  to  be  yearly  distributed,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses,  for  the  time  being,  towards 
the  relief  of  the  poor  people  of  the  said  borough,  and  the  reparation  of  the 
causeway  within  the  said  parish. 

Richard  Castleman’s  Charity. — Richard  Castleman,  by  his  will,  dated 
1st  January  1633,  after  divers  other  bequests,  gave  and  bequeathed  to  the  town 
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of  Bridgewater,  (where  he  was  born),  300/.  viz.  ; to  the  church,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a lecture  once  a week,  100/.;  to  the  free  school,  in  the  said 
town,  towards  the  bringing  up  of  poor  scholars,  100/.  ; and  to  the  poor  of  the 
said  town,  100/.  ; all  which  he  directed  tc  be  paid  to  the  aldermen  of  the  said 
town,  and  by  them  laid  out  in  land  or  houses,  whereby  the  revenue  thereof 
might  for  ever  continue  and  be  yearly  disposed  of,  in  equal  thirds,  to  the  several 
uses  aforesaid,  as  they  the  aldermen  should  think  fitting  ; and  as  in  charity  he 
had  bestowed  it,  so  he  trusted  they  in  charity  would  dispose  of  it,  upon  such  as 
should  stand  most  in  need,  without  partiality  to  any,  as  their  consciences  would 
answer  for  it. 


Benjamin  Vaughan’s  Charity. — It  appears  by  a board  in  the  poor-house, 
that  Benjamin  Vaughan^  rector  of  Charlinch,  who  died  in  lC39,  gave  into  the 
hands  of  the  common  council  of  this  borough,  the  sum  of  50/.,  the  profit  thereof, 
one  year  to  Bridgewater,  the  other  to  Cannington,  for  the  binding  out  an  ap- 
prentice. 

Dorothy  Holworthy’s  Charity. — Dorothy  Holu'orthy,  of  Halberton,  in 
Devon,  according  to  a table  in  the  poor-house,  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  town, 
the  sum  of  41/.  10  a-,  which  purchased  certain  lands  in  Blackland. 


William  Blake’s  Charity. — According  to  another  table  in  the  church, 
William  Blake,  brother  of  the  aforesaid  Robert  Blake,  who  died  in  1668,  gave 
to  the  poor  of  this  town,  the  sum  of  100/.,  which  was  laid  out  in  purchasing 
burgage  rents. 

Sir  John  Bawuon’s  Charity. — It  appears  by  a board  in  the  poor-house, 
without  date,  that  Sir  John  Bawdon,  of  the  city  of  London,  knight,  gave  to  the 
poor  of  this  town,  where  he  was  born,  40/.  which  money  was  laid  out  in  pur- 
chasing burgage  rents. 

Constance  Harvey’s  Charity. — Constance  Harvey,  by  her  will,  dated 
1st  April  I7I8,  directed  that  her  executors  should  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
corporation  of  the  borough  of  Bridgewater,  or  to  their  then  receiver,  the  sum  of 
20/.  there  to  remain  for  ever,  and  the  interest  or  yearly  product  thereof  to  be 
yearly  by  them  distributed  on  Christmas-day,  between  four  poor  widows  of  the 
borough  and  parish  of  Bridgewater,  who  did  not  receive  weekly  or  monthly  pay 
of  the  said  parish. 

Christiana  Shercombe’s  Charity. — Christiana  Shercombe,  widow,  by  her 
will,  dated  2d  May  1613,  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  the  poor  people  of  the 
town  of  Bridgewater,  the  sum  of  10/.  ; and  her  will  was,  that  the  said  money 
should  continue  in  the  hands  of  her  executor  for  two  years  after  her  decease, 
who  was  then  to  pay  to  the  poor  impotent  people  of  the  same  town  yearly,  at 
Easter,  for  the  use  of  the  said  10/.  the  sum  of  205. ; and  after  the  expiration 
of  the  said  two  years,  the  same  10/.  given  to  the  poor  as  aforesaid,  was  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of 
Bridgewater  aforesaid,  to  pay  to  the  poor  of  the  said  town,  at  the  feast  afore- 
said, yearly,  for  ev^er,  IO5. 

How  these  different  charities  were  carried  into  effect  before  the  year  178? 
does  not  distinctly  appear,  except  that  there  was  a succession  of  orders  for  the 
payment  of  an  annual  sum  of  30  /.  which  is  said  to  have  been  five  per  centupon 
all  the  gifts  to  be  administered  by  that  body,  for  the  use  of  the  poor ; but  on 
the  8th  of  December  in  that  year,  the  satisfaction  and  application  of  the  several 
sums  so  derived  was  provided  for  by  a resolution  entered  in  the  book  of  the  acts 
and  proceedings  of  the  corporation,  whereby  it  was  ordered,  that  the  receiver 
of  the  corporation  shoidd  pay  and  lay  out  the  sum  of  30/.  yearly,  towards 
clothing  the  poor  of  the  said  borough  and  parish,  not  receiving  relief,  which 
said  sum  of  30/.  arose  as  follows;  viz, — 


£.  s.  d. 

9 - - the  interest  of  Robert  Blake’s 

-10  - the  interest  of  Christiana  Shercombe’s 
'216  the  interest  of  Dorothy  Holvvcrthy’s 
2 - - the  interest  of  Sir  John  Bawdon’s  - 

,5  - - the  interest  of  William  Blake’s 

1 13  6 the  interest  of  John  Gilbert’s 

1 .5  - half  of  the  interest  of  Benjamin  Vaughan’s 

5 - - the  interest  of  Richard  Castleman’s 

1 - - the  interest  of  Constance  Harvey’s  - 


£.  5.  d. 

180  - - 
10  - - 
41  10  - 
40  - - 
100  - - 
33  10  - 
50  - - 
100  - - 
20  - - 


All 
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All  which  donations  were  given  to  and  received  by  the  corporation  for  the  use 
of  the  poor,  the  whole  interest  making  together  105.  and  the  further 
sum  of  2/.  105.  the  gift  of  the  said  corporation,  making  in  the  whole  the  sum 
of  30/. 

And  it  was  further  ordered,  that  the  two  aldermen  should  dispose  of  5 /. 
thereof,  according  to  the  tenor  of  Castleman’s  will ; that  the  receiver  should 
distribute  205.  to  four  poor  widows,  according  to  Constance  Harvey’s  will ; 
that  the  remainder  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses, 
and  that  the  whole  sum  distributed  should  not,  on  any  pretence,  exceed  the 
sum  of  30  /. 

From  that  period  the  book  contains  a series  of  annual  entiies  of  orders  tc 
the  receiver  of  the  corporation,  to  lay  out  the  sum  of  30/.  in  cloth  for  the  pool  ; 
and  it  appears  also,  in  the  receiver’s  account,  that  such  sum  has  been  laid  out 
and  distributed  accordingly.  Formerly  it  was  the  custom  to  give  public  notice 
of  a day  appointed  for  the  distribution  of  the  cloth  at  the  Town  Hall,  but  this 
was  found  to  give  occasion  to  much  clamour,  fraud  and  imposition,  to  avoid 
which  in  future,  it  was  resolved,  that  equal  quantities  of  cloth  should  be  divided 
among  such  of  the  corporation  as  were  resident  in  Bridgewater  at  the  time,  to 
be  personally  distributed  by  them  among  the  poor,  according  to  their  respective 
discretions.  The  defect  of  this  arrangement  is,  the  want  of  a regulation, 
making  it  the  duty  of  those  who  have  the  distribution,  to  bring  before  the 
general  body  a list  of  the  persons  they  have  relieved ; but  this  defect  the  corpo- 
ration have  undertaken  to  rectify,  by  making  an  order,  that  every  person  dis- 
tributing the  cloth  shall,  in  future,  annually  submit  the  distribution  made  by 
him,  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons  relieved,  to  a regular  audit,  such 
audit  to  be  entered  in  a book  for  that  purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  240/.  left  by  Robert  Blake,  as  above  mentioned,  as  far 
back  as  can  be  traced,  it  appears,  that  only  180/.  has  ever  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  corporation.  It  may  be,  that  some  part  of  it  was  expended  at  the  time  in 
the  reparation  of  the  causeways,  or  in  some  other  w'ay  laid  out  or  lost. 

Of  the  300/.  appearing  as  above  to  have  been  left  by  Richard  Castleman, 
only  the  100/.  given  to  the  poor  is  meant  to  be  included  and  satisfied  in  the 
payment  of  30/.,  the  resolution  respecting  which  has  been  before  mentioned. 

The  interest  of  half  of  Benjamin  Vaughan’s  50/.  is  paid  to  the  overseers  of 
Cannington,  according  to  his  will,  and  the  interest  of  the  other  half  is  laid  out 
in  cloth,  being  included  in  the  30/. 

The  41/.  105.  given  by  Dorothy  Holworthy,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  according  to  the  terms  of  her  gift,  as  appears  by  an  indenture  dated 
10th  November,  13  Car.  II.  made  between  William  Taylor,  of  Bridgewater, 
blacksmith,  of  the  one  part;  and  Edward  Sealy,  John  Norman,  and  John  Hill, 
of  the  other  part;  whereby  the  said  William  Taylor,  in  consideration  of  41/. 
granted,  released  and  confirmed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  two 
acres  of  arable  land,  lying  in  Blackland,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs 
for  ever. 

The  same  property  was  afterwards,  by  an  indenture  dated  20th  January, 
14th  Car.  II.  conveyed  by  the  said  Edward  Sealy,  John  Norman,  and  John 
Hill,  to  and  to  the  use  of  John  Sealy,  James  Safford,  William  Sealy,  John 
Sealy  the  younger,  Siderick  Blake,  Henry  Miles,  and  Edmund  Pettet,  all  of 
' Bridgewater  aforesaid,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  whereby,  after  men- 
’ tioning  the  pious  affection  of  the  said  Dorothy  Holworthy  to  the  poor  people 
^ who  then  dwelt,  or  should  dwell,  in  the  two  almshouses,  viz. ; the  almshouses 
■ then  standing  without  Southgate,  and  the  almshouses,  when  erected,  without 
Westgate,  in  the  borough  of  Bridgewater,  the  trusts  thereof  were  thereby 
declared  to  be,  that  the  said  John  Sealy,  and  the  other  persons  therein  named, 
of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  for  ever  thereafter,  yearly,  apply 
-T  and  bestow  the  rent  of  the  said  two  acres  of  land  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
said  poor  almspeople. 

An  almshouse  now  stands  on  the  site  of  that  which  was  described  as  the  alms- 
house without  Southgate,  but  there  has  never  been  any  almshouse  within  the 
recollection  of  any  living  person  in  any  other  part  of  the  town. 

From  the  time  of  the  above  conveyance,  no  transfers  of  the  property  to  new 
trustees  appear  to  have  been  made ; but  the  corporation  are  in  possession  of 
two  acres  of  land  at  Blackland,  and  the  probability  is,  that  the  trustees  named 
in  the  last  mentioned  indenture  were  all  or  most  of  them  corporators,  which 

Rep.  15.  3 II  2 may 
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may  account  for  the  trusts  having  been  exercised  by  the  corporation  ever 

since.  . , • , 

The  corporation  have  managed  this  property  in  the  same  way  as  their  other 
lands  viz.  ; by  leasing  it  for  terms  of  years  determinable  with  lives,  and  they 
have  received  upon  the  property  since  the  year  175(3,  two  fines  of  30/.  and  G5 /., 
the  reserved  rents  being  ‘-2s.  6t/.  upon  each.  But  the  reserved  rents  and  fines 
have  not  been  specifically  applied  to  the  charitable  uses. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  two  acres  so  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation, 
thouo-h  long  considered  by  them  as  their  own  property,  are  the  same  two  acres 
which  were  purchased  under  the  will  of  Dorothy  Hoi  worthy  for  the  aiinshouse; 
they  have  therefore  agreed  to  hold  the  land  in  future  as  trustees  for  this  charity, 
and  as  soon  as  the  lives  are  run  out,  to  let  the  same  upon  rack-rent,  which  reiu 
is  to  be  wholly  applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  almspeople, 
according  to  the  trusts  in  the  deed  above  referred  to,  of  the  1 1-th  Car.  II,  and 
have  further  engaged,  that  in  the  mean  time  the  almshouse  poor  shall  receive 
their  proportion  of  the  fines,  which  undertaking  has  been  entered  as  a resolution 
in  their  books. 

The  two  charities  of  William  Blake  and  Sir  John  Bawdon,  consisting  together 
of  140/.  were  laid  out  with  other  monies  of  the  corporation,  in  the  purchase  of 
burgage  rents,  and  though  those  purchases  of  burgage  rents  have  never  yielded 
five  per  cent  for  the  monies  so  laid  out,  the  corporation  continue  to  pay  five  per 
cent  to  the  charities. 

The  special  object  of  the  charity  of  Constance  Harvey  is  answered  by  the 
payment  of  55.  a piece  to  four  poor  widows,  out  of  the  annual  payment  of  30/. 

Of  the  gift  above  ascribed  to  John  Gilbert,  of  33/.  105.,  we  find  no  mention 
in  his  will,  nor  is  there  any  trace  or  record  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation  of 
any  such  particular  gift  made  to  them,  by  any  person  of  the  name  of  Gilbert, 
except  the  entry  of  1787,  above  set  forth,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  corpo- 
ration considered  themselves  as  liable  to  pay  interest  for  that  sum,  but  as  they 
are  quite  unable  to  account  for  the  insertion  of  that  sum  as  a gift  by  John 
Gilbert  in  that  entry,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  found  its  way 
into  it  by  mere  inadvertence  and  mistake. 


King  James’s  Free  School. 

King’s  James’s  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1561,  granted  for  a longterm  of  years,  the  great  and 
Free  School.  small  tithes  of  the  parish  of  Bridgewater  to  certain  persons,  subject  amongst 
other  payments,  to  the  charge  of  6/.  135. 4 c/.  ; “ uni  pedagogo  sive  ludi  magis- 
tro,  ad  pueros  et  juvenes  ibidem  etoppidis  vicinis  adjacentes,  et  ad  illam  conflu- 
entes  erudiendum  et  bonis  literis  instruendum.” 

The  said  tithes  afterwards  came  into  the  hands  of  James  the  First,  who  r 
granted  them  by  letters  patent  to  Philip  and  Morris,  subject  to  the  said  pay- 5^ 
ment,  and  after  passing  through  several  hands,  they  became  vested  in  the 
corporation  of  Bridgewater,  by  an  indenture,  dated  10th  January  I7O6,  whereby  L 
the  same  .were  conveyed  in  fee,  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses,  their 
successors  and  assigns,  who  therein  covenanted  and  granted,  that  they  would  * 
yearly  pay  unto  a schoolmaster  for  teaching  the  youth  of  the  said  town  of 
Bridgewater  and  thereunto  resorting,  and  of  the  neighbourhood  adjoining,  one 
yearly  fee  and  salary  of  6/.  135.  4c/.,  for  the  better  instruction,  learning  and 
education  of  such  boys  there,  to  be  from  time  to  time  nominated  and  appointed 
by  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  (the  said  episcopal  see  being  vacant)  by 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  same  see  for  the  time  being  ; and  at  their  wills  and 
pleasures  to  be  removed  and  displaced. 

The  corporation  have  discharged  the  above  obligation  by  a constant  payment 
of  6/.  135.  4c/.  annually,  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school,  in  the  town  of 
Bridgewater,  who  has  been  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Bishop  of  Bath 
and  Wells. 

The  interest  of  a legacy  of  100/.  at  51.  per  cent,  bequeathed  by  Richard 
Castleman  to  the  free  school  in  the  said  town,  towards  the  bringing  up  of  poor 
scholars  {see  the  case  above  reported),  is  paid  to  the  same  person  ; to  whom  also 
is  paid  the  interest  of  another  100/.  at  five  per  cent,  understood  to  have  been 
given  by  persons  of  the  names  of  Crane  and  Bryant,  but  unknown  when  or  by 
what  instrument. 

In  consideration  of  these  payments,  four  boys  receiv^e  classical  instruction, 
and  are  also  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 


Fr.4NCES 
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Frances  Safford’s  Charity. 

Board  in  the  Poor  House. — Frances,  the  widow  of  Mr.  James  Salford,  of 
this  town,  mercer,  gave  the  sum  of  40/.,  the  profits  thereof  to  pay  for  the 
teaching  poor  children  to  read.  It  was  laid  out  in  burgage  rents.’’ 

Forty  shillings  a year,  in  respect  of  this  charity,  is  paid  by  the  corporation  to 
a schoolmistress  in  the  town. 

Mrs.  Jeanes’s  Gift. 

Mr?,.  Jeanes  appears  to  have  given  the  sum  of  51.  45.  to  the  almshouse,  not 
known  when,  and  the  same  was  probably  laid  out  when  received. 

Barnard  Sparkes’s  Charity. 

Barnard  Sparkes,  in  a letter  to  the  mayor  of  Bridgewater,  dated  26th  June 
1668,  expressed  his  will  respecting  the  sum  of  100/.  placed  by  him  in  the  hands 
of  the  corporation,  in  the  following  terms: — 

“ It  is  my  desire,  that  the  100/.  of  my  gift  may  be  lent  unto  the  five  persons 
following  (naming  them),  to  each  of  them  20/.  according  to  the  first  instruction, 
for  three  years,  upon  very  good  security,  on  paying  SI.  per  annum  for  interest, 
which  interest  money  both  received  and  to  come,  I desire  may  be  distributed  to 
the  poor  of  your  town,  every  Christmas,  as  my  charity  towards  them,  whereof 
a book  to  be  kept  apart,  and  not  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  common  receipts  of 
your  town.  Also,  let  me  request  you,  that  no  man  be  permitted  to  retain  the 
loan  longer  than  three  years.” 

There  does  not  appear  in  the  corporation  book  any  trace  of  the  receipt  or 
application  of  this  money,  the  probability  therefore  is,  that  it  may  have  been 
lost  by  the  insolvency  of  the  borrowers  and  their  securities. 

Robert  Balch’s  Charity. 

Robert  Batch,  late  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  merchant,  de- 
ceased, by  his  will,  dated  6th  February  1704,  gave  and  devised  as  follows : — 

“ I give  unto  the  poor  of  Bridgewater  forty  shillings  per  annum,  for  ever,  out 
of  the  rents  of  the  Fryars,  being  to  be  first  paid  the  next  29th  day  of  September 
after  my  death,  as  an  addition  to  the  new  workhouse,  and  the  mayor  and  aider- 
men  in  being,  every  year,  to  order  to  the  disposal  of  it.” 

The  property  in  question  consists  of  two  meadows,  called  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Fryars,  one  of  which  contains  about  seven  and  the  other  five  acres,  both 
of  them  contiguous  to  Fryern-street,  in  the  town  of  Bridgewater.  But,  as  far 
as  we  could  learn,  there  is  no  trace  of  any  payment  of  this  rent,  for  the  purposes 
expressed  in  the  said  will. 

< Jefferys  Allen,  esquire,  of  Bridgewater,  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  lands 
above-mentioned,  who  upon  being  made  made  acquainted  by  us  with  the  effect 
of  the  will  of  Robert  Balch,  as  above-stated,  has  undertaken  to  pay  the  annuity 
regularly  for  the  time  to  come. 

Richard  Tap’s.  Gift. 

Although  a gift  by  this  person  is  mentioned  in  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s 
Act,  no  notice  of  it  occurs  in  the  books  of  the  corporation,  and  there  is  no 
charity  under  this  name  now  in  operation. 

Samuel  Darby’s  Gift. 

In  the  returns  under  the  Act  called  Gilbert’s  Act,  it  is  stated,  that  Samuel 
Darby  gave  10/.  to  the  poor  of  Bridgewater,  but  by  what  instrument  or 
what  time  given,  was  then  and  still  continues  unascertained  ; but  105.  left  by 
the  same  Samuel  Darby  to  the  minister,  for  a sermon  on  Good  Friday,  is  paid 
by  the  corporation,  together  with  the  51.  left  by  Richard  Castleman,  as  appears 
by  the  statement  of  the  charity  under  his  name ; a sermon  is  preached  every 
Friday  in  Lent,  as  well  as  on  Good  Friday,  to  entitle  the  minister  to  both  these 
gifts. 

The  105.  to  the  poor  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  return  above  referred 
to,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  specifically  satisfied,  unless  it  can  be  considered 
as  included  in  the  2/.  105.  which  the  corporation  pays,  in  addition  to  the 
27/.  IO5.,  as  mentioned  in  the  first  case,  under  the  head  of  the  corporation 
charities. 

Richard  Holworthy’s  Charity. 

Church  Table. — “ Richard  Holworthy,  merchant,  of  the  city  of  Bristol, 
alderman,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  October 
1643,  did  give  and  devise  unto  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  Bridgewater, 
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where  he  was  born,  the  sum  of  52 1.  to  the  intent  that  they  should,  in  respect 
thereof,  weekly,  on  every  Sabbath  day,  for  ever,  provide  12  pennyworth  of 
bread,  to  be  distributed  to  tlie  poor  there,  by  the  discretion  of  the  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being.” 

Twelve  pennyworth  of  bread  is  regularly  given,  in  virtue  of  this  donation,  at 
the  church,  on  Sundays  after  divine  service,  to  the  poor,  according  to  a list 
made  out  by  the  churchwardens, 

John  Gilbert’s  Charity. 

John  Gilberty  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  by  his  will,  dated 
7th  June  17^1,  setting  forth,  amongst  other  things,  that  he  was  possessed  of 
two  closes  of  pasture  ground,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Inner  Zinder- 
land,  containing  by  estimation  six  acres  and  an  half,  bounded  as  therein  men- 
tioned, situate  at  Chilton,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  for  the  remainder  of 
a certain  term  of  1,000  years  ; and  also  of  a close  of  pasture  ground,  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Inner  Lidworthy,  containing  by  estimation  three  acres, 
bounded  by  the  river  of  Parrett,  on  the  east  part  thereof,  situate  at  Chilton, 
within  the  parish  of  Durleigh,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  for  the  remainder 
of  a certain  term  of  1,000  years  ; and  also  stating,  that  he  had  made  a dormant 
surrender,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor  of  Taunton  Dean,  of  a certain 
messuage  or  tenement,  land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  at  Kibeare,  within 
the  parish  of  Pitminster,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  to  attend  such  uses,  as  by 
his  last  will  should  be  appointed,  gave  and  devised  unto  his  son-in-law,  John 
Allen,  and  eleven  others,  all  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of 
them,  all  those  his  several  closes  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  called 
Inner  Zinderland  and  Inner  Lidworthy,  for  the  remainder  of  all  such  terms  and 
estates  as  he  then  had  in  the  same,  upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned ; he 
also  gave  and  devised  unto  the  said  John  Allen  and  others,  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor, 
for  ever,  all  his  messuage  or  tenement  and  meadow  and  pasture  ground  in 
Kibeare  aforesaid,  upon  the  trusts,  and  to  the  uses  and  intentions  thereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say ; that  they  the  said  John  Allen,  and  others,  the  sur- 
vivors and  survivor  of  them,  should  out  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the 
said  closes  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  called  Inner  Zinderland  and 
Inner  Lidworthy,  and  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  land,  meadow  and 
pasture  ground,  at  Kibeare  aforesaid,  during  the  remainder  of  the  said  term  of 
1,000  years,  purchase  every  week  25.  worth  of  bread,  and  deliver  the  same  into 
the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
to  be  by  them  delivered  unto  twelve  poor  persons  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid, 
every  Lord’s-day  in  the  church  there,  and  all  the  residue  of  the  clear  rents, 
issues  and  profits,  of  the  said  closes  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground, 
called  Inner  Zinderland  and  Inner  Lidworthy,  and  the  said  messuage  or  tene- 
ment, land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  should  lay  out  every  year  in  the  pur- 
chase of  linen  and  woollen,  and  in  the  first  week  of  every  month  of  December, 
should  distribute  the  same  amongst  such  poor  people  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  as 
they  should  think  proper,  who  were  not  in  the  weekly  calendar,  to  receive  relief, 
and  after  the  determination  or  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  years,  that 
they  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them  should,  out  of  the  rents,  issues  and 
profits  of  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  land,  meadow  and  pasture  giound,  at 
Kibeare  aforesaid,  purchase  every  week,  for  ever,  2 5.  Morth  of  bread,  and 
deliver  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  Bridgewater,  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  by  them  delivered  unto  twelve  poor  persons  of  Bridgewater, 
every  Lord’s-day,  in  the  church  there ; and  all  the  residue  of  the  said  rents,  issues 
and  profits,  should  lay  out  every  year,  in  the  purchase  of  linen  and  woollen,  and 
in  the  first  week  of  every  month  of  December,  should  distribute  the  same  amongst 
such  poor  people  of  Bridgewater,  as  they  should  think  proper,  not  on  the  weekly 
calendar,  to  receive  relief;  but  it  was  his  express  order,  that  his  trustees  should 
not  extend  any  part  of  his  said  charity  to  any  profane  curser,  swearer,  or 
drunkard  ; and  he  directed,  that  when  his  said  trustees  should  be  reduced  by 
death  to  the  number  of  four,  that  those  four,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of 
them,  should  grant  and  convey  the  said  closes,  called  Inner  Zinderland  and 
Inner  Lidworthy,  unto  twelve  others  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  Bridge- 
water  aforesaid,  and  ^ototies  quoties,  upon  the  same  trusts;  and  also  should  grant 
and  convey  the  said  messuage  or  tenement  and  land,  at  Kibeare  aforesaid,  to 
the  same  tw^elve  new  trustees,  and  so  toties  qmties,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

Trustees 
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j Trustees  have  been  successively  nominated  to  the  trusts  of  this  will,  the 
i last  appointment  being  made  in  the  year  1800,  under  which  the  names  were 
j Thomas  Allen,  Joel  Quarrell,  Jefferys  Allen,  John  Dunning,  John  Sealy,  James 
Bryant,  Richard  Symes,  Robert  Codrington,  Joseph  Jefferys,  Robert  Anstice, 
John  Symes,  and  Nathaniel  Tucker,  all  of  Bridgewater,  of  whom  Jefferys  Allen, 

, esquire,  Richard  Symes,  Robert  Codrington,  Joseph  Jeffery,  Robert  Anstice, 

I and  John  Symes,  are  the  survivors. 

The  leasehold  property  has  not  been  regularly  transferred  by  assignment;  but 
the  premises  at  Kibeare,  held  of  the  manor  of  Taunton  Dean,  were  vested  in 
’ the  last  mentioned  trustees  by  surrenders  in  the  manor  court. 

All  the  property  described  in  the  above  will  has  been  preserved,  and  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  present  trustees,  who  let  the  same  to  tenants  from 
year  to  year. 


Bridgewater. 
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The  premises  at  Kibeare,  which  consist  qf  about  20  acres,  being  held  by  one 
Richard  Beadon,  at  a rack  rent  of  . - 
And  the  premises  Zinderland  and  Lidworthy,  which  lie  contiguous,  and 
amount  together  to  about  9 acres,  being  in  the  holding  of  a person  of 
the  name  of  Buller,  who  at  present  pays  for  the  same  a rent  of  - - 

but  who  is  under  an  engagement  to  pay  16L  from  Candlemas  next  [1826]. 
These  rents  have  varied  with  the  value  of  agricultural  produce.  The 
lands  do  not  appear  to  have  been  let  by  tender;  but  it  is  stated,  that  the 
best  endeavours  have  been  used  to  obtain  the  most  rents  at  each  time  of 
letting  the  same.  The  lands  are  partly  pasture  and  partly  arable. 

Timber  has  at  different  times  been  cut  down  upon  the  premises  at 
Kibeare,  in  the  parish  of  Pitminster,  near  Taunton.  77/.  the  produce 
of  one  of  these  cuttiugs,  was,  in  the  year  1779,  lent  upon  the  security 
of  the  market  tolls  of  Bridgewater,  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  for 
erecting  a market  house,  and  regulating  the  markets  of  that  borough. 
The  interest  upon  that  security  is,  per  annum  ------ 

Since  the  above  fall  of  timber,  two  several  quantities,  at  different  times, 
have  been  cut,  the  produce  of  which  was  vested  in  the  funds ; the  amount 
of  stock  thus  derived,  is  now  221/.  12s.  8J.  in  the  three  per  cents 
reduced,  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Jefferys  Allen,  one  of  the  acting 
trustees,  and  who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  trust  property,  producing  an 
interest  of  ------------ 


£.  s.  d. 
31  - - 

15  - - 


3 17  - 
6 12  10 


The  whole  income  of  this  charity,  as  it  at  present  stands,  is  therefore 


9 10 


A baker  is  employed  by  the  trustees  to  furnish  two  shillings  worth  of  bread 
a week,  for  the  churchwardens  to  distribute  the  same  in  conformity  to  the 
directions  of  Gilbert’s  will. 

For  the  distribution  of  the  remaining  income  of  the  charity,  according  to  the 
above  will,  in  clothing,  the  trustees  have  an  annual  meeting,  early  in  the  month 
of  December.  A certain  number  of  poor  persons  are  kept  constantly  on  the 
list,  males  and  females,  as  may  happen,  until  they  die,  or  are  discharged  as 
unworthy ; the  lists  are  then  settled  of  the  persons  to  receive  the  bounty,  and 
the  quantity  of  clothing  distributed  is  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  the  fund. 

, The  description  of  persons  relieved  are  the  old  people  of  the  parish,  and  such 
as  are  not  upon  the  parish  rates. 


Mary  Brent’s  Charity. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  6th  March  1768,  made  between  Robert  Balch,  John 
Harvey,  William  Davis  and  William  Laroche,  therein  described,  all  of  Bridge-  Charity, 
water,  of  the  one  part ; and  Dr.  Robert  Harvey,  and  eleven  others,  therein  men- 
tioned, of  the  second  part;  reciting,  that  there  was  formerly  an  almshouse  built 
and  erected  without  the  south  gate  of  the  borough  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid, 
by  one  Jones,  and  endowed  with  the  payment  of  2 s.  weekly,  towards  the  relief 
and  maintenance  of  three  poor  old  people  of  the  said  borough ; and  that  the 
said  almshouse  had  been  then  since  enlarged  by  the  inhabitants  and  parishioners 
of  Bridgewater,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  borough  and  parish,  who 
should  from  time  to  time  be  nominated  and  placed  in  the  same  by  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  borough  for  the  time 
being,  or  any  two  of  them  ; and  further  reciting,  that  Roger  Hoare,  of  Bridge- 
water,  aforesaid,  by  his  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  29th  and 
30th  September,  11  William  III.  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  120/.  to  him 
paid  by  Mary  Brent,  of  Cossington,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  widow,  had 
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granted,  bargained,  sold  and  confirmed  unto  John  Gilbert,  of  Bridgewater  afore- 
said, esquire,  and  eleven  others,  therein  mentioned,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  close  of  meadow  called  Brook  Mead,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  acres; 
one  close  of  meadow  called  Hutchins,  containing,  by  estimation,  three  acres; 
and  also  three  burgages  of  land,  adjoining  to  the  garden  belonging  to  the  said 
almshouse,  all  which  said  premises  were  situate  at  Hamp,  within  tlie  parish  of 
Bridgewater  aforesaid,  theretofore  parcel  of  the  said  manor  of  Hamp  ; to  hold 
to  and  to  the  use  of  them,  the  said  George  Balch,  and  others,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  as- 
signs of  such  survivor,  should  for  ever  thereafter  pay  and  employ  the  clear  rents, 
issues  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  to  and  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  said  almshouse,  who  should  be  from  time  to  time  placed  and 
kept  there,  according  to  the  regulations  and  orders  which  should  be  made  for  the 
government  of  the  said  almshouse,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  said  borough  and  parish  of  Bridgewater  for  the  time  being,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  said  trustees,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  ; and  to  this 
further  intent,  that  they  the  said  feoffees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of 
them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  should  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times  thereafter,  upon  request  made  by  the  said  Mary  Brent,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  render  a true  account  of  all  the  clear  rents,  issues  and  profits,  by  them 
or  either  of  them  received,  and  how  and  in  what  manner  employed  and  dis- 
bursed; and  to  the  further  intent  and  purpose,  that  from  time  to  time  for  ever, 
within  the  month  next  after  the  said  feoffees  thereof  should  be  all  deceased,  save 
four  or  more,  that  those  four  or  more  should  convey  the  said  premises  to  twelve 
other  persons,  of  the  honest  and  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
and  parish  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  John 
Gilbert,  George  Balch,  John  Allen,  and  Joseph  Denham,  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  bearing  date  5th  and  6th  July  17^5,  (they  then  being  the  only  sur- 
viving trustees),  had,  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  conveyed  the 
same  premises  to  John  Balch  and  others,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid,  and  reciting 
a subsequent  conveyance  by  the  surviving  feoffees  to  the  said  Robert  Balch, 
John  Harvey,  William  Davies,  William  Laroche,  and  others,  it  is  witnessed,  that 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  granted,  bargained,  sold  and  confirmed,  to  and 
to  the  use  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the 
premises  aforesaid,  with  their  appurtenances,  upon  the  trusts  before  men- 
tioned. 

By  subsequent  conveyances,  the  trust  premises  have  been  brouglit  down  to 
the  present  trustees,  the  last  of  which  is  dated  the  8th  April  1815,  in  which 
the  parcels  are  described  as  in  the  deed  above  abstracted. 

The  premises  above  mentioned  are  now,  and  have  been  for  many  years  past, 
let  to  two  several  tenants.  The  two  pieces  called  Brook  Mead  and  Hotchins, 
consisting  together  of  six  acres  of  meadow  land,  have  been  demised  in  one 
holding,  upon  short  terms  of  seven  years.  The  last  letting  of  the  two  fields 
was  for  18/.  per  annum,  the  previous  letting  having  been  for  sixteen  guineas, 
which  we  are  assured  is  a fair  rent.  The  land  described  in  the  deed  as  three 
burgages,  is  a small  piece  of  garden  ground,  not  quite  an  acre,  adjoining  the 
almshouse.  The  garden  is  now  let  for  5/.  a year,  but  it  has  been  let  for  much 
smaller  rents.  A road  has  very  lately  been  cut  through  this  garden,  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  for  which  the  compensation  has  not  yet  been  settled,  but  it 
is  expected  shortly  to  be  agreed  upon. 

The  premises  called  the  Almshouse,  the  origin  of  which  is  in  obscurity,  have 
been  treated  as  a parish  poor-house  as  far  back  as  memory  goes.  It  is  always 
inhabited  by  the  paupers  of  the  parish.  The  income  of  the  land  has  not  been 
paid  to  these  persons,  who  as  parish  poor,  are  maintained  in  the  usual  way 
out  of  the  rates,  and  would,  if  these  rents  were  paid  to  them,  receive  pro- 
portionably  less  from  the  parish.  The  proceeds  of  the  land  are  paid  to  poor 
widows,  not  upon  the  parish,  usually  to  about  four  or  five  in  number,  and  it  is 
generally  confined  to  the  same  persons  as  long  as  they  live,  their  vacancies  being 
filled  up  by  the  trustees.  The  treasurer  receives  and  applies  the  rents,  and 
keeps  an  account  of  his  receipts  and  expenditure,  which  is  annually  audited. 
Each  person  receives  one  shilling  and  sixpence  a week.  There  is  at  present  no 
balance  in  hand,  the  whole  income  being  called  for  as  it  is  received.  To  keep 
the  payments  regular,  the  treasurer  is  often  obliged  to  be  in  advance. 


Gilbert 
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Gilbert  Bloyse’s  Charity. 

Gilbert  Bloyae,  late  of  Bridgewater,  clerk,  deceased,  by  his  will,  dated  2.5th 
February  1717*  gave  unto  John  Gilbert,  John  Allen,  Edward  Raymond  and 
Thomas  Phelps,  one  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  51.  4^.,  the  same  to  be  issuing 
and  payable  by  his  brother  William  Bloyse,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  out  of  his  mes- 
suage or  tenement,  and  lands,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  at  Moorland, 
within  the  parish  of  North  Petherton,  for  ever,  to  the  intent  that  they  the  said 
trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs, 
should  provide  two  shillings  worth  of  bread  weekly,  to  be  distributed  every 
Sunday  in  the  parish  church  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  by  them  and  the  church- 
wardens for  the  time  being,  amongst  twelve  poor  people  of  the  borough  and 
parish  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  for  ever,  having  an  especial  regard  to  and 
always  preferring  the  poor  not  receiving  alms  from  the  said  parish  ; and  he 
directed,  that  when  two  of  the  said  trustees  should  die,  the  two  survivors  should, 
by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  elect  two  other  persons  to  be  trustees 
in  the  room  of  the  trustees  so  dying,  and  so  toiies  quoties. 

And  the  said  testator  gave  to  the  said  trustees,  a power  of  distraining  upon 
I the  said  lands,  for  compelling  payment  of  the  said  rent-charge. 

There  has  been  a series  of  appointments  of  new  trustees,  down  to  the  present 
time ; the  four  existing  trustees  are  Edward  Sealy  the  elder,  Edward  Sealy  the 
younger,  John  Sealy,  and  Morley  Chubb,  esquires, 
f The  property  of  Moorland  is  well  known,  being  a considerable  farm,  at  a 
j place  still  called  Moorland,  in  the  parish  of  North  Petherton. 

I The  tenant  or  occupier  of  the  land  has  regularly  paid  the  rent-charge,  and 
two  shillings  worth  of  bread  is  every  Sunday  given  to  the  poor,  those  always 
being  preferred  who  do  not  receive  parish  relief,  if  they  can  be  found. 

Robert  Blake’s  Charity. 

Robert  Blake,  who  died  in  1657,  by  his  last  will,  gave  unto  the  poor  people 
inhabiting  within  the  borough  and  town  of  Bridgewater,  the  sum  of  100/.  to  be 
paid  by  his  executors,  according  to  their  best  discretion,  for  and  towards  the 
charitable  relief  and  sustenance  of  the  said  poor  inhabitants,  to  the  intent  that 
the  said  sum  of  100/.  might  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  and  ether  here- 
ditaments, to  be  settled  to  such  charitable  uses  as  aforesaid. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  21st  April  1658,  between  Robert  Jacob  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  of  the  first  part ; George  Blake  and  others,  brothers  of  the  said 
Robert  Blake,  deceased,  and  executors  of  his  said  will,  of  the  second  part ; and 
Henry  Mills  and  divers  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  of  the  third  part ; the 
said  Robert  Jacob  and  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  82/.  105.  part  of 
the  said  sum  of  100/.,  did  grant,  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Henry  Mills 
and  others,  all  their  two  half  burgages,  situate  in  the  north  part  of  Eastover, 
near  the  east  gate  of  the  said  borough,  and  also  their  three  acres  of  arable  or 
pasture  ground,  situate  in  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  without  the  east  gate,  with  the 
appurtenances ; to  hold  to  and  to  the  use  of  them,  the  said  Henry  Mills  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  employ  and  dis- 
tribute the  rents  of  the  said  premises  in  good  and  wholesome  food,  or  conve- 
nient clothing  and  apparel,  the  same  to  be  distributed  unto  such  and  so  many  of 
the  poorest,  most  aged  and  impotent  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  and  town, 
according  to  such  measure  and  proportion  as  they  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  the  major  number  of  them,  should 
deem  convenient  for  their  present  relief ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  they 
should  give  an  account  to  the  executors,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  distribution  made  by  them  ; and  it  was  provided, 
that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four,  twelve  other  persons,  sub- 
stantial inhabitants  of  the  borough,  should  be  named  by  such  four  remaining 
I trustees,  and  that  the  land  should  be  so  conveyed  as  to  be  vested  in  the  new 
trustees,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

The  trust  premises  have  been  regularly  transmitted  by  a series  of  convey- 
ances, the  last  of  which  is  dated  4th  February  1814,  under  which  indenture 
there  are  now  twelve  trustees  living. 

It  appears  by  the  above  mentioned  purchase  deed,  that  only  82/.  10  5.  out  of 
the  100/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  in  pursuance  of  the  will  ; but 
what  became  of  the  remaining  I7  /.  IO5.  cannot  be  distinctly  collected  from 
the  book. 
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It  appears  by  an  old  account  book  of  the  trustees,  that  this  was  a subject  of 
inquiry  in  the  year  1730,  which  book  contains  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  then 
trustees,  to  one  of  the  family  of  the  Blakes,  to  obtain  information  relative  to 
that  surplus,  but  nothing  occurs  afterwards  in  the  same  book  to  show  the 
result. 

In  the  year  1729,  there  were  some  savings  of  income  accumulated  by  the 
trustees,  as  appears  by  an  indenture,  dated  23d  December  in  that  year,  whereby, 
in  consideration  of  40/.  one  Richard  Drake  conveyed  to  the  then  trustees  of  the 
said  charity,  therein  described  as  the  trustees  of  certain  lands  in  Bridgewater, 
called  Jacob’s  lands,  a messuage  or  tenement  situate  in  Bridgewater,  near  the 
middle  of  the  street  called  Eastover,  adjoining  Jacob’s  lands  j to  hold  to  them 
and  their  heirs,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  above  mentioned. 

The  present  trustees  are  in  possession  of  three  acres  of  land  called  Jacob’s 
Land,  in  Bridgewater,  answering  to  the  description  contained  in  the  said  pur- 
chase deed,  and  also  of  two  tenements  in  Eastover,  comprehended  in  the  same 
deed.  They  hold  also  upon  the  same  trusts  another  tenement  in  Eastover, 
adjoining  the  last  mentioned  two  tenements,  which  agrees  with  the  description 
of  the  premises  purchased  by  Richard  Drake. 


The  three  acres  called  Jacob’s  land,  are  let  to  William  Jones  for  seven  years 
from  1821,  at  a rent  of  per  annum  ------ 

The  three  tenements  in  Eastover,  which  consist  of  small  cottages  and  gar- 
dens, are  let  to  two  several  tenants  for  terms  of  years  determinable  with 
lives,  at  rents  amounting  together  to  15s.  renewable  upon  fines 
Forty  pounds,  produced  by  fines,  has  been  invested  in  the  Market  House 
trust,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent 


£.  s.  d. 
14  14  - 


- 15  - 


2 


So  that  the  present  income  appears  to  be,  exclusive  of  fines 


£. 


17  9 - 


In  the  course  of  the  last  15  years  46  1.  had  been  received  for  fines. 

The  trustees  hold  a meeting  on  the  second  Monday  in  December,  in  every 
year,  at  which  meeting  the  accounts  are  produced  by  the  trustee  undertaking 
the  office  of  treasurer.  The  amount  of  what  is  in  hand  is  divided  in  equal 
j)i'oportions  among  the  trustees  present,  to  be  by  tliem  respectively  distributed 
among  the  poor,  at  their  own  discretion,  each  giving  an  account  of  his  own 
particular  distribution  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  statement  of  the  account, 
with  the  names  of  the  trustees  present  at  such  annual  meetings,  is  entered  in  the 
account  book. 

The  money  is  laid  out  at  different  shops  in  the  town,  in  wearing  apparel,  tlie 
poor  people  being  permitteti  to  choose  for  themselves  what  will  be  most  for 
their  own  convenience.  Those  who  are  not  receiving  parish  relief  are 
preferred. 

Jane  Habberfield’s  Charity. 


Jane  Hahberjield,  of  this  parish,  widow,  by  her  will,  dated  11th  December 
1813,  bequeathed  unto  Elizabeth  Cape,  wife  of  Thomas  Cape,  of  Bridgewater, 
gentleman,  the  sum  of  110/.  upon  trust,  that  she  the  said  Elizabeth  Cape,  her  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  should  within  six  months  next  after  her  decease,  invest 
the  said  sum  of  110/.  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  three  per  cent  conso- 
lidated or  reduced  annuities,  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  name  of 
the  vicar  for  the  time  being  of  the  parish  of  Bridgewater  aforesaid,  the  interest 
and  dividends  whereof  she  directed  to  be  weekly  laid  out  in  bread,  and  distri- 
buted every  Sunday  to  such  poor  persons  residing  in  and  belonging  to  the  said 
parish  of  Bridgewater,  not  receiving  alms  or  parochial  relief,  as  the  said 
Elizabeth  Cape,  during  her  natural  life,  and  the  said  vicar  and  his  successors  for 
the  time  being,  for  ever,  after  her  decease,  should  think  deserving  objects  of 
charity. 

The  said  Elizabeth  Cape,  in  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  her  by  the  said 
will,  on  the  28th  day  of  January  1818,  invested  the  said  sum  of  110/.  in  tlie 
purchase  of  138/.  Ss.  stock,  in  the  3 per  cent  consolidated  bank  annuities,  in 
the  name  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woollen,  the  vicar,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid,  in  whose 
name  the  same  still  remains,  and  who  has  received  and  applied  the  proceeds. 

During  the  life  of  Elizabeth  Cape,  Dr.  Woollen  paid  the  same  to  seven  persons 
named  by  her  as  objects  for  the  relief;  and  since  her  death,  he  has  continued 
the  payment  to  her  appointees,  during  their  lives,  filling  up  the  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  any  of  their  deaths,  by  persons  of  his  own  nomination. 


[ 


Gift 
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Gifts  of  Ann  Holworthy,  Atwell,  and Raymond. 

According  to  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  Ann  Holworthy  gave  50/.  to  Bridgewater, 
the  poor  of  this  parish  ; but  it  is  there  stated  to  be  uncertain  when 
instrument ; and  no  vestige  now  remains  of  this  gift  in  any  of  the 
nor  is  any  thing  known  concerning  it.  

Atwell  appears,  by  the  same  returns,  to  have  given,  in  1598,  51.  in  and Raymond. 

money,  to  keep  the  poor  to  work ; and Raymond  is  stated  to  have  given  ' 

10/.  for  the  poor.  These  sums  may  have  been  both  laid  out  when  given,  or 
may  not  have  been  given  in  perpetuity ; but  no  account  can  now  be  obtained 
concerning  either  of  them. 

Edward  Fackerell’s  Charity. 

Edward  Faclcerelh  by  his  will,  bearing  date  the  29th  October  1781,  after  Edward  Fackerell's 
giving  divers  pecuniary  and  other  legacies,  gave  and  bequeathed  all  and  every  Charity, 
his  messuages,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  unto  Thomas  James, 

William  Gyblett  and  Henry  Blandford,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or 
assigns,  upon  trust,  to  sell  the  same  ; and  the  monies  arising  from  such  sale  or 
sales,  together  with  all  sums  of  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  testator’s 
personal  estate  and  effects,  which,  by  his  said  will  he  directed  to  be  sold  and 
converted  into  money,  to  be  invested  in  the  joint  names  of  the  said  trustees, 
in  the  purchase  of  SI.  per  cent  consolidated  bank  annuities;  and  he  directed 
them  to  apply  the  dividends  and  produce  thereof,  first  in  payment  of  the 
annuities  and  weekly  sums  by  his  said  will  given  and  directed  to  be  paid, 
and  then  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  dividends  and  produce  of  the  said  trust 
stock  as  directed  by  the  following  clause : — “ I do  hereby  direct,  that  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be  after  my  decease,  a proper  and  commodious  house,  in 
the  said  town  of  Bridgewater,  shall  be  taken  by  my  trustees,  on  lease  or  other- 
wise, at  such  yearly  rent  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  and  fitted  up  for  a school 
for  the  reception  and  education  of  the  children  and  grand-children  of  my  rela- 
tions, the  said  William  Fackerell,  James  Fackerell  junior,  Robert  Greenfield 
and  Catherine  his  wife,  John  Tucker  and  Ann  his  wife,  and  the  two  boys  of 
Sarah  Lawrence,  widow,  which  said  children  and  grand-children,  as  they 
respectively  attain  their  age  of  seven  years,  I will  and  direct  my  said  trustees 
shall  place  and  clothe,  in  the  said  school,  at  the  expense  of  my  estate,  in  such 
manner  as  they  shall  think  proper,  until  each  of  them  shall  attain  their  respective 
ages  of  14  years,  and  then  to  put  or  place  them  out  apprentices  to  such  trade 
or  business  as  they,  my  said  executors  and  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  shall  think  fit  and  most  conducive  to  their  benefit; 
and  that  they,  my  said  trustees,  shall  also  admit  and  take  into  the  said  school 
such  number  of  other  boys  and  girls,  (the  boys  being  two  to  one  in  proportion 
to  the  girls,)  as  the  yearly  income  or  produce  of  my  trust  stock  from  time  to 
time  will  be  sufficient  to  educate,  after  paying  the  rent  and  taxes,  and  other 
expenses  attending  the  school,  the  salary  of  the  master  and  mistress,  and  answer- 
ing the  other  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned.” 

The  said  testator  proceeded  to  make  sundry  regulations  with  respect  to 
the  said  school,  and  the  government  thereof,  and  the  appointment  of  the 
master  and  mistress ; and  then  he  directed,  that  his  trustees  for  the  time  being 
should  once  in  every  year  make  out  and  render  to  the  mayor  of  the  town  of 
Bridgewater  for  the  time  being,  a true  and  just  account  of  the  yearly  income 
and  produce  of  his  estate  and  effects,  and  of  the  balance  thereof,  at  the  time  of 
making  out  and  transmitting  every  such  account ; and  the  said  testator  declared 
it  to  be  his  will,  that  his  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  reimburse  them- 
selves and  each  of  them  respectively,  out  of  his  estate  and  effects,  or  the  trust 
monies  arising  therefrom,  which  should  come  to  their  or  any  of  their  hands,  all 
such  costs,  charges  arid  expenses,  as  they  might  be  put  to  in  execution  of  his 
will ; and  he  appointed  the  said  Thomas  James,  WJlliam  Gyblett  and  Henry 
Blandford,  executors  of  his  said  will,  and  gave  to  the  trustees  and  the  survivors 
of  them  for  the  time  being,  full  power  to  nominate  other  trustees  in  the  place 
of  such  of  them  as  should  die,  or  refuse  to  execute  the  said  trust. 

The  said  testator  died,  leaving  James  Fackerell,  his  cousin  and  heir-at-law, 
him  surviving. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  said  testator,  the  trustees  named  in  his  will  pro- 
ceeded to  carry  the  trusts  thereof  into  execution,  and  having  sold  the  personal 
estate  of  the  said  testator,  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  the  purchase  of  3,000/. 
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three  per  cent  consolidated  bank  annuities,  they  hired  a house  at  Bridge- 
water  for  a school,  and  a schoolmaster  was  appointed,  according  to  the  said 
will.  At  this  establishment  they  educated  and  clothed  the  children  of  the 
persons  in  the  said  will  named,  or  so  many  of  therri  as  were  within  the  descrip- 
tion therein  contained,  and  some  other  children  ; and  they  paid,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  real  estate,  and  out  of  the  interest  of  the  personal  estate,  the 
rent  of  the  said  house,  the  salary  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  the  other  expenses 
attending  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  children  particularly  described 
in  the  will,  and  of  such  other  children  as  aforesaid. 

It  appears  that  James  Fackerell,  the  said  testator’s  heir-at-law,  on  the  2dd 
day  of  February  1792,  died  intestate,  leaving  Williarn  Fackerell,  his  eldest  son 
and  heir-at-law,  who  obtained  letters  of  administration  to  the  personal  estate 
and  effects  of  the  said  intestate. 

A suit  was  afterwards  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  the  trustees  and 
parties  interested  under  the  said  will,  to  obtain  the  directions  of  the  court,  and 
to  have  the  will  established  ; the  result  whereof  was  a decree  of  the  said  court, 
on  the  8th  July  1793,  whereby  it  was  declared,  that  the  devise  and  bequest  in 
the  said  testator’s  will,  as  a devise  for  the  genepl  purposes  of  establishing  a cha- 
rity was  void,  as  being  within  the  act  of  the  ninth  year  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
George  the  Second,  to  restrain  the  disposition  of  lands,  whereby  the  same 
became  unalienable  ; but  that  the  children  and  grand-children  of  the  several 
persons  named  in  the  said  testator’s  will,  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  dis- 
positions made  in  their  favour  by  the  said  will,  so  far  as  the  objects  thereof 
were  not  too  remote  ; and  it  was  further  declared,  that  the  devise  and  disposi- 
tion contained  in  the  said  testator’s  will,  except  as  aforesaid,  was  to  be  con- 
sidered a trust  for  the  testator’s  heir  and  next  of  kin  ; and  it  was  further 
ordered,  that  the  said  trustees  should  lay  before  the  said  Master,  a plan  for 
educating  the  persons  who  were  the  objects  of  the  testator’s  bounty,  so  far  as  the 
disposition  made  by  the  said  testator  was  a valid  disposition,  and  for  placing 
such  persons  out  apprentices,  and  of  a proper  sum  to  be  given  for  that 
purpose. 

The  children  of  the  relations  of  the  testator,  mentioned  in  his  will,  in  con- 
formity with  a plan  that  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Master  to  whom  this 
cause  was  referred,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  Master’s  report,  dated  9th  Decem- 
ber 1795,  having  received  the  benefit  of  the  devise  in  the  will,  by  being  put  to 
school,  and  educated  and  clothed,  and  as  they  attained  their  ages  of  14  years 
put  out  apprentices,  a subsequent  order  of  reference  was  made  in  the  cause 
in  1815,  in  pursuance  whereof  the  Master,  by  his  report,  dated  2f)th  July  1816, 
certified  the  grandchildren  of  the  said  relations,  then  in  being,  entitled  or  likely 
to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  devise,  and  approved  of  a plan  which  the 
then  trustees  had  laid  before  him,  for  the  future  educating  and  clothing,  and  ’^ 
placing  out  apprentices,  the  persons  entitled  or  who  should  be  entitled,  as  children 
or  grand-  children,  viz. — 

That  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  be  at  liberty,  in  their  discretion, 
to  pay  and  apply  out  of  the  yearly  income  of  the  trust  funds,  for  the  schooling, 
books,  clothing  and  shoes  of  each  of  the  children  and  grand-children  of  the  said 
relations,  named  in  the  testator’s  will,  from  the  age  of  seven  years  until  the  age 
of  fourteen,  not  exceeding  the  annual  sum  of  12/.  12^.;  and  for  placing  out 
apprentices  each  of  such  children  or  grand-children,  at  the  age  of  14  vears,not 
exceeding  the  annual  sum  of  50/. 

Of  the  grand-children,  fourteen  have  received,  or  are  now  receiving,  the  benefit 
of  the  trust,  so  far  as  regards  their  education  and  clothing,  and  premiums  have 
been  paid  with  four  of  the  grand-children  on  their  having  been  put  out  ap- 
prentices. 

Since  the  last  report  upwards  of  thirty  grand-children  have  been  born,  who 
now  are  or  will  hereafter  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  trust ; and  to  afford 
them  relief  an  order  of  the  court  has  been  recently  obtained,  and  proceedings 
.are  now  going  on  in  the  Master’s  office  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

The  annual  income  of  the  trust  fund  consists  of — 


1 .  — The  dividends  on  3,000  /.  3 per  cent  consols,  amounting  to  £.  s.  d. 

per  annum  - - - - - - - - _go__ 

2.  — The  rent  of  three  houses,  let  at  per  annum,  gross  rent  - _ _ 


Total  annual  income 


£. 
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The  surplus  money  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  on  December  31,  1825, 
amounted  to  about  200/. ; but  from  expenses  incurred,  by  reason  of  the  houses 
having  recently  been  put  into  a complete  state  of  repair  by  the  trustees,  (in  con- 
sideration of  which  the  rents  will  be  raised  as  soon  as  the  termination  of  the 
subsisting  tenancies  will  permit),  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees 
will  in  a few  weeks  be  exhausted,  and  they  will  have  to  look  to  the  future 
income  of  the  trust  property  as  the  means  of  giving  relief  to  the  claimants,  to 
the  extent  named  in  the  Master’s  report,  if  possible,  or  as  near  thereto  as  the 
relative  proportion  between  the  income  of  the  estate  and  the  increased  number 
of  applicants  will  admit. 


Bridgewater. 
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The  annual  sum  allowed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  the-management  of  this 
trust  is  five  guineas. 

The  present  trustees  (appointed  by  deed  under  the  power  contained  in  the 
testator’s  will)  are  George  Bagster,  of  Church  Terrace,  Saint  Pancras,  gentle- 
man, and  William  Bailey,  of  Hart-street,  Covent-garden,  who  act  under  the 
sanction  of  the  court,  and  whose  accounts  are  from  time  to  time  passed  in  the 
, Master’s  office. 


PARISH  OF  NORTH  PETHERTON. 

Sir  Thomas  Wroth’s  School. 

It  appears  by  a recital  in  the  oldest  document  now  extant  respecting  this  North  Peiherton. 

charity,  being  a feoffment  for  conveying  the  trust  property  to  new  trustees,  dated  

the  25th  May  1790,  that  Sir  Thomas  Wroth,  of  North  Petherton,  baronet,  by  his  Sir  Thoinas  Wroth’s 
will,  made  in  the  year  1722,  gave  the  sum  of  500/.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  pur-  ^ “ 

chase  of  land,  for  erecting  or  establishing  a charity  school  in  North  Petherton 
aforesaid,  for  teaching  poor  children  to  read  and  write,  and  instructing  them 
in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  professed  and  taught 
in  the  Church  of  England,  subject  to  such  rules  and  orders  as  the  heirs  of  the 
testator  should  appoint ; and  the  testator  thereby  directed  interest  to  be  paid 
for  the  said  500/.  from  the  time  of  his  death  until  the  principal  should  be  laid 
I out  in  such  purchase. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  13th  May  17b3,  between  Jeremiah  Dewdney,  of 
North  Petherton,  of  the  first  part ; Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  baronet,  only  son 
and  heir  of  Lady  Cicely  Acland,  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the  two  daughters 
and  co-heiresses  of  Sir  Thomas  Wroth  aforesaid,  and  nephew  and  heir-at-law 
of  Elizabeth  Palmer,  the  other  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Wroth, 
and  Arthur  Acland,  of  Fairfield,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esquire,  of  the 
second  part ; the  Reverend  Nicholas  Tanner,  and  others,  therein  mentioned, 
all  of  North  Petherton,  of  the  third  part ; reciting  the  will  of  Sir  Thomas 
Wroth,  to  the  effect  above  mentioned,  and  reciting,  that  since  the  death  of  the 
said  Sir  Thomas  Wroth,  the  interest  of  the  said  500/  had  been  paid  by  his  per- 
sonal representatives,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ; and  that  the  principal  sum  of 
500/.  had  been  also  paid,  and  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
Acland  and  Arthur  Acland  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
Acland  and  Arthur  Acland,  had  agreed  to  pay  to  the  said  Jeremiah  Dewdney. 
the  said  500/.  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  thereinafter 
mentioned  and  described  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Jeremiah  Dewdney,  in 
consideration  of  500  /.,  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ac- 
land and  Arthur  Acland,  all  those  eight  acres  of  meadow  or  pasture  ground, 
commonly  called  Coombe’s  Meadow,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Lyng;  and  all 
those  eight  acres  of  meadow,  commonly  called  Salt  Moor,  adjoining  to  the  east 
side  of  Coombe’s  meadow  ; and  all  those  three  acres  and  a half  of  meadow  or 
pasture  ground,  lying  in  West  Salt  Moor,  and  formerly  parcel  of  the  manor 
called  West  Salt  Moor,  all  in  the  parish  of  Lyng,  in  the  county  of  Somerset; 
to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  the  several  persons 
therein  mentioned,  of  the  third  part,  upon  trust,  that  they  should,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  thereafter,  by  and  out  of  the  clear  yearly  rents  of  the  said 
premises,  and  also  by  and  out  of  a certain  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  40  5.,  given 
and  devised  by  Thomas  Bacon,  late  of  Mansel,  North  Petherton,  esquire,  de- 
Rep.  15.  3 13  ceased. 
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North  Petherton.  ceased,  by  his  last  will  or  codicil  thereto,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  charity 

school,  in  the  first  place,  pay  and  allow  unto  the  receiver  or  treasurer  for  the 

^ time  being  of  the  said  rents  and  annuity,  the  yearly  sum  of  155.  for  his  trouble, 
continued.  and  afterwards  pay  and  allow  a competent  salary  to  some  able  and  discreet 
V ^ schoolmaster,  for  teaching  and  educating  twenty  poor  boys,  children  of  the  parish- 

ioners of  North  Petherton,  in  reading  and  writing,  and  for  other  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  said  will,  until  such  child  or  children  respectively,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  or  respective  parents  or  guardians, 
should  be  thought  of  sufficient  age  for  some  trade  or  other  employment,  and 
also  pay,  lay  out  and  apply  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  rents  and  profits, 
and  of  the  said  annuity,  in  or  towards  the  necessary  clothing  and  apparel  of  the 
said  twenty  poor  boys,  so  far  as  the  same  would  extend ; and  it  was  therein 
further  declared  and  agreed,  by  the  parties  to  the  said  indenture,  that  the  trea- 
surer and  schoolmaster,  and  children,  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  Sir 
'J’homas  Dyke  Acland  and  Arthur  Acland,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  owners  of 
Petherton  Park  and  Fairfield,  respectively,  for  the  time  being,  and  in  default 
thereof,  for  three  calendar  months,  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
major  part  of  them  ; that  the  trustees  should  audit  and  settle  the  accounts 
annually;  the  expenses  of  the  meeting,  to  the  extent  of  55.,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  charity  ; and  that  when  the  trustees  were  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors 
should  make  choice  of  other  proper  persons  to  be  co-trustees  with  them,  to 
whom  the  lands  were  to  be  conveyed,  so  as  to  make  up  the  number  nine  in  the 
whole  ; and  that  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland  and 
Arthur  Acland,  proprietors  of  the  estates  called  Petherton  Park  and  Fairfield, 
for  the  time  being,  should  be  always  part  of  the  trustees  aforesaid. 

The  charity  lands  have  been  transmitted  through  a series  of  feoffees,  regularly 
appointed.  The  last  feoffment  being  made  in  the  year  1822,  under  which  the 
present  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Richard  King,  Perigrine  Palmer  Acland, 
General  Slade,  Henry  Coles,  Charles  Chapman,  Richard  Mead,  esquires,  and 
the  Rev.  William  Henry  George,  are  the  present  trustees. 

The  property  described  in  the  above  purchase  deed  has  been  preserved  en- 
tire. The  whole  constitutes  one  farm,  and  is  let  to  one  tenant.  It  was  on  lease 
till  very  lately,  to  John  Batten,  who,  to  the  year  1819  inclusively,  paid  his  rent, 
which  was  42/.,  regularly,  but  after  that  year,  becoming  insolvent,  he  paid 
nothing,  and  all  that  could  be  obtained  was  12/.  35.  Q>d.,  which  was  recovered 
under  a distress.  John  Burt  succeeded  him  in  the  tenancy,  and  became  also  in- 
solvent; but  in  the  year  1825,  32/.  in  part  of  his  arrears,  was  recovered  also  by 
distress.  A new  tenant  is  now  placed  on  the  property,  from  whom  regular 
payments  may  be  expected,  at  a rent  of  39/.,  which  appears  to  be  the  proper 
value  of  the  land.  During  the  high  state  of  agricultural  produce,  the  land  r 
being  offered  to  the  best  bidders,  attracted  adventurers,  who  brought  with 
them  no  capital. 

The  annuity  of  405.,  given  by  Thomas  Bacon,  issues  out  of  land  called  Man- 
sell’s, now  the  property  of  General  Slade,  which,  down  to  the  year  1819,  was 
regularly  paid  ; after  which  year,  Mr.  King,  the  present  acting  trustee,  not 
having  documents  before  him  to  show  how  the  2 /.  arose,  did  not  receive  it  or 
apply  for  it,  but  having  now  ascertained  on  what  lands  it  is  charged,  and  who 
is  liable  to  pay  it,  he  undertakes  immediately  to  apply  for  the  arrears,  and  has 
no  doubt  of  receiving  the  same. 

Mr,  King  has  now  20/.  45.  2(/.  in  hand,  which,  when  the  sum  of  12/.  for 
the  arrears  of  the  annuity  shall  be  got  in,  will  be  increased  to  32/.  45.  2 c/. 

Mr.  Philip  Coombe  was  treasurer  till  the  year  1811,  when  he  gave  up  the 
office  ; and  upon  going  out,  paid  the  sum  of  I70/.  95.  3c/.,  the  balance  in  his 
handsj  to  Sir  John  Palmer  Acland.  After  Mr.  Coombe’s  retirement  from  the 
office,  it  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  John  Bailey,  an  attorney,  in  North  Petherton, 
who  held  it  till  1819,  and  left  it  in  1820,  with  a balance  in  his  hands  of 
57/.  75.  2c/.,  which  never  could  be  recovered,  on  account  of  his  insolvency. 

In  1822,  Sir  John  Acland  paid  into  the  savings  bank  250/.  95.  which  was  re- 
duced in  the  September  in  the  same  year,  to  220/.  I5.  4c/.  ; Mr.  King,  the  then 
acting  trustee,  having  occasion  to  take  out  44/.  45.  2c/.  for  necessary  disburse- 
ments. That  sum  of  220/.  1 5.  4c/.  has  since  been  reduced  by  i'urther  disburse- 
ments, 
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ments,  to  130/.,  its  present  amount.  Mr.  King  has  laid  before  us  his  accounts 
for  these  transactions,  and  from  the  whole,  it  appears,  that  if  the  money  in  the 
savings  bank  be  added  to  32/.  4s.  2d.,  the  balance  in  hand,  the  total  balance  in 
favour  of  the  charity,  will  be  l62/.  4.?.  2d. 

There  is  a school-room  near  the  turnpike,  built  upon  a small  piece  of  waste 
ground  of  the  manor  of  North  Petherton,  for  many  years  the  property  of  the  Slade 
family,  and  of  which  Lieutenant  General  Slade,  is  now  the  lord,  whose  father, 
the  late  John  Slade,  esquire,  built  the  school-room.  There  are  twenty  boys 
now  taught  in  the  school ; the  master’s  salary  being  19/.  per  annum  ; who  has 
no  allowance  whatever  beyond  this  annual  sum  ; out  of  which  he  is  expected  to 
find  implements  and  stationery.  The  boys  bring  their  own  books  : are  taught 
to  read  and  write,  and  to  say  their  catechism. 

The  salary  of  15  to  the  receiver,  and  the  ,5s.  for  the  meeting,  allowed  for 
the  founder,  have  not  been  drawn  from  the  fund. 

The  boys  are  furnished  with  a coat,  waistcoat,  small-clothes,  all  of  blue  cloth, 
and  a cap,  at  an  annual  expense  of  about  18/. 

Mr.  King,  who  is  the  only  acting  trustee,  takes  care  to  keep  the  vacancies 
filled  up,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  founder. 

William  Brown’s  Charity. 

William  Brown,  late  of  North  Newton,  in  the  parish  of  North  Petherton,  by  his 
last  will,  made  in  the  year  I766,  gave  the  sum  of  40  5.  to  be  laid  out  every  year 
in  bread,  and  distributed  on  Saint  Stephen’s  day,  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  parish  of  North  Petherton  aforesaid,  to  and  amongst  such  poor 
families  residing  at  North  Newton,  as  had  no  relief  from  the  said  parish,  to  be 
issuing  and  payable  out  of  his  lands  lying  at  Newton  aforesaid,  which  he  had 
lately  purchased  of  William  Hardy  Catford,  esquire,  and  he  thereby  subjected 
and  charged  the  said  lands  with  the  payment  thereof  accordingly. 

This  21.  is  annually  laid  out  in  bread,  and  distributed  at  Newton  Chapel,  in 
the  ty  thing  of  North  Newton,  in  the  parish  of  North  Petherton,  by  the  proprietor 
of’the  lands  charged. 

Mary  Escott’s  Charity. 

Mary  Escoti,  by  her  will,  dated  December  27th  1809,  stating  that  she  had 
invested  the  sum  of  100/.  stock  in  the  navy  five  per  cent  annuities,  in  the  name 
of  her  niece,  Mary  Gooden,  declared  that  she  had  so  invested  the  same,  upon 
trust,  that  her  said  niece,  her  executors  and  administrators,  should  yearly  apply 
the  dividends  or  interest  arising  from  the  same  stock,  in  charity,  to  and  amongst 
such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  ol‘  North  Petherton,  in  the  said  county,  as  she  or 
they  might  think  proper  ; and  the  said  testatrix  appointed  John  Dunning,  M.  D. 
and  the  Rev.  Henry  Parsons,  her  executors. 

The  said  sum  of  100/.  navy  five  per  cents,  now  105  /.  in  the  new  fours,  stands 
in  the  name  of  Mary  Gooden.  The  interest  is  regularly  received  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  Rev.  Henry  Parsons,  rector  of  Goathurst,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  said  Mary  Gooden,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  will. 


HUNDRED  OF  TAUNTON  AND  TAUNTON  DEAN. 
PARISH  OF  ANGERSLEIGH. 

Seven  shillings  per  annum  is  paid  to  this  parish,  out  of  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Pitminster,  and  belonging  to  the  same  parish,  which  receives  two-thirds  of  the 
rents  for  its  own  benefit,  and  pays  one  third  to  the  parish  of  Angersleigh,  in 
virtue  of  a gift  by  Robert  Foxwell,  as  will  appear  by  referring  to  the  Report  of 
the  Charities  of  tlie  parish  of  Pitminster.  [See  5th  Report,  p.  481. J It  is  dis- 
tributed by  the  churchwarden. 

There  is  a small  cottage  in  the  parish  of  Pitminster,  near  the  waste,  which, 
as  far  back  as  memory  goes,  has  been  considered  the  property  of  Angersleigh 
parish,  but  by  what  title  cannot  distinctly  be  ascertained  ; but  the  church- 
wardens of  Angersleigh  for  the  time  being  let  the  premises,  and  receive  the 
rent  on  behalf  of  the  parish  ; it  is  added  to  the  rates,  and  brought  to  account 
in  the  churchwarden’s  books  accordingly. 

There  appears  to  be  no  otlier  charity  in  the  parish. 

Rep.  15. 
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PARISH  OF  WEST  BAGBOROUGH. 

William  Brownsford’s  Charity. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  2^d  November  I672,  between  John  Miles,  of  Combe- 
flory,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Rock,  clerk,  rector 
of  the  parish  of  West  Bagborough,  in  the  said  county,  and  three  others  therein 
mentioned,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  William  Bro’is.'n.sford,  late  of  West 
Bagborough  aforesaid,  deceased,  had  in  his  life-time,  and  by  his  will,  dated 
20th  September  1654,  given  unto  the  parish  of  West  Bagborough  aforesaid,  the 
sum  of  lOOf  to  be  bestowed  and  disposed  of  by  the  said  Robert  Harris  and 
Richard  Meredith,  late  rector  of  the  parish  of  West  Bagborough  aforesaid, 
and  Robert  Lawrence  and  Richard  White,  both  of  the  said  parish,  all  since 
deceased,  in  some  land  of  inheritance,  to  be  so  settled,  that  the  profits  thereof 
should  be  yearly  distributed  unto  and  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  for 
the  time  being,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees,  and  of  such 
as  in  time  to  come  should  be  interested  therein  ; and  had  further  directed,  that 
when  any  of  his  said  trustees  should  die,  the  survivor  should  make  choice  of  four 
persons  to  join  with  them  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trusts  ; and  also  reciting, 
that  the  said  trustees  had  with  the  said  100 1.  purchased  of  Edward  Bicknell, 
a yearly  rent-charge,  payable  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  ; and  that  the  said 
Edward  Bicknell  had  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  by  an  indenture,  dated  the 
18th  February  1658,  granted  unto  the  said  trustees  an  annuity  or  rent-charge  of 
5 1.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Love- 
linch,  in  the  parish  of  Milverton,  in  the  said  county,  and  out  of  all  the  lands 
and  hereditaments  to  the  said  tenement  belonging,  with  a power  of  distress  and 
entry  for  compelling  payment  thereof;  and  further  reciting,  that  all  the  said 
trustees  were  since  dead,  except  Robert  Harris,  since  whose  death  some  others 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  had  joined  with  the  said  Robert  Harris, 
m the  disposal  of  the  said  annuity  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  West 
Bagborough,  according  to  the  will  aforesaid,  but  that  the  legal  interest  of 
the  said  annuity  remained  vested  in  him  the  said  Robert  Harris,  who  had 
granted  and  assigned  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Miles,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  said  annuity  or  rent-charge  upon  trust,  as  therein  mentioned  ; it  is 
witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Miles,  in  discharge  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  him, 
did  by  the  said  indenture  now  in  recital,  grant  and  assign  unto  the  said  John 
Rock,  Edward  Coward,  Robert  Harris,  and  Robert  Miles,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  said  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge,  with  the  said  power  and  remedy 
for  enforcing  payment  thereof ; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  trust,  that  they  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  should  apply  and 
dispose  of  the  same  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  according  > 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  will. 

It  appears  that  the  legal  estate  in  this  rent-charge  was  conveyed  to  successive 
trustees,  down  to  1749,  but  that  since  that  time  the  trustees  have  not  been 
renewed,  so  that  it  has  devolved  upon  the  churchwardens  to  carry  the  charity 
into  effect. 

This  sum  is  distributed,  together  with  the  amount  of  other  charities,  next 
hereafter  enumerated,  to  and  among  the  poor  not  receiving  parochial  relief 

Robert  Lawrence’s  Charity. 

It  appears,  by  an  entry  in  the  poor  book,  that  Robert  Laxvrence,  in  1620, 
left  30/.  which  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a field,  in  the  parish  of  Bishops 
Lydeard,  containing  2 ^ acres  of  arable  land.  The  property  is  well  known, 
and  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  an  attorney,  as  a yearly  tenant,  at 
the  rent  of  2/.  IO5.  ; but  that  rent  being  thought  too  little,  Mr.  Gibbs  has 
received  notice  to  quit,  in  order  that  the  full  value  of  the  land  may  be  obtained 
on  a future  letting. 

Cole’s  Charity. 

It  appears  by  the  same  book,  that  in  177^  one  Coles  left  20/.,  the  interest  to  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  second  poor. 

This  money  has  been  lent  out  on  private  security,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
J.  Luxton,  esquire,  a gentleman  of  property,  in  the  parish  of  West  Quantox- 
liead,  who  pays  IGa'.  per  annum,  being  4 percent. 


» Hugh 
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Hugh  Miles’s  Charity. 

There  is  an  inscription  on  a monument  in  the  church  to  the  following 
effect : — 

“ Here  lieth  the  body  Hugh  Miles,  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life 
February  7th,  1784,  aged  81  years.” 

“ He  gave  30/.  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  or  to  be  put 
out  at  interest ; and  the  increase  or  interest  thereof  to  be  given  to  such  four 
poor  people  as  do  not  receive  weekly  pay,  upon  Easter  Monday,  yearly,  for 
ever.” 

This  sum  was  in  the  hands  of  a private  individual  for  some  years,  without 
regular  payment  of  interest  for  it,  till  the  present  incumbent,  about  25  years 
ago,  obtained  the  30/.  out  of  the  hands  of  the  person  with  whom  it  then  re- 
mained. He  paid  interest  for  it  for  some  years,  until  he  laid  it  out,  with  the 
consent  of  the  vestry,  on  the  poor-house  of  the  parish  of  West  Bagborough, 
the  poor’s  rates  being  chargeable  with  the  annual  payment  of  1 /.  10^.  in  respect 
of  the  same. 

Nicholas  Dibble’s  Gift. 

Nicholas  Dibble,  by  his  will,  dated  about  the  year  1736,  gave  as  follows  : — 

“ I do  bequeath  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  West  Bagborough  the  sum  of 
10^.  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  in  manner  and  form  following  : the  said  10 
I order  and  appoint  to  be  paid  and  distributed  by  those  person  or  persons  that 
shall  enjoy  the  inheritance  of  Pitt  tenement,  out  of  the  profits  of  which  I do 
appoint  the  same  to  be  paid  ; and  my  will  is,  that  the  said  10  given  to  the 
poor  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  and  distributed  on  the  day  of  my  burial  when 
it  shall  happen,  and  so  on  that  day  of  the  month  every  year,  for  ever,  according 
to  the  direction  of  those  here  above  appointed  to  pay  and  distribute  the  same,  and 
to  be  given  by  my  will  to  such  poor  people  as  have  no  relief  of  the  parish.” 

The  sum  of  10  5.  per  annum  is  regularly  paid  by  the  tenant  of  a field  called 
Pitts,  situate  in  the  parish  of  West  Bagborough,  which  premises  are  well  known 
to  the  inhabitants. 

All  these  annual  sums  put  together,  amounting  to  10/.  6 s.  are  distributed 
amongst  the  second  poor,  as  observed  in  the  case  of  Brownsford’s  charity, 
according  to  a list  settled  before  the  day  of  distribution,  in  which  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  be  relieved  are  entered. 
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PARISH  OF  STAPLEGROVE. 

A fee-farm  rent  of  2/.  a year  is  payable  to  this  parish  out  of  lands  at  Wool- 
avington,  near  Bridgewater,  in  this  county.  This  sum  was  reduced  by  the  pro- 
perty tax,  to  1 /.  165. ; and  only  that  sum  has  continued  to  be  paid,  perhaps,  from 
inadvertency  or  mistake,  since  the  property  tax  has  been  withdrawn. 

The  property  charged  consists  of  eight  acres  of  meadow  land,  computed 
measure  ; Mrs.  Betty  Tucker  is  the  present  tenant. 

The  fee-farm  rent,  or  rent-charge  has  been  paid  for  a great  number  of  years  J 
but  there  is  nothing  in  any  of  the  parish  documents,  to  show  how  it  originated, 
or  for  what  purpose  it  was  expressly  given.  It  has,  however,  always  been 
given  to  a schoolmistress  in  the  parish,  for  teaching  poor  children,  placed  under 
her  care  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

In  the  returns  made  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  an  annual  sum  of  2 /.  is  mentioned, 
as  arising  out  of  land,  and  applicable  to  the  relief  of  the  second  poor;  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  origin  or  existence  of  any  such  charity. 

There  is,  however,  a small  piece  of  land,  and  two  gardens,  making  altogether, 
about  ah  acre  and  a quarter,  which  have  been  in  the  possession  of  th6  parish 
from  time  immemorial,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Church  Lands,  the  rfents  of 
which  are  always  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  church. 

The  meadow  produces  305.  a year,  and  the  gardens  135. 


Staplegrove. 


Rep,  15. 
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HUNDRED  OF  WHITLEY. 

PARISH  OF  WESTON  ZOYLAND. 

[Additional  Report,  see  Eleventh  Report,  page  505.] 

Mary  Seymour’s  Charity. 

Weston  Zoyland.  Maty  Seymoury  of  Bridgewater,  spinster,  by  her  will,  dated  12th  February, 

, 1822,  gave  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Weston  Zoyland,  in 

Ch^a'nty ^ county  of  Somerset,  the  sum  of  100 1.  in  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  inte- 

^ ^ rest,  either  in  the  public  funds,  or  on  some  good  freehold  security,  in  the  names 

of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  parish  of  Weston 
Zoyland,  and  so  to  continue  the  same,  in  the  names  of  the  vicar  and  church- 
wardens of  the  said  parish,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  to  pay  and  apply  the  interest  and 
dividends  of  the  said  sum  of  100/.  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  every  year,  to 
and  amongst  the  second  poor  of  the  said  parish,  in  such  proportions,  as  the  said 
vicar  and  churchwardens  for  time  being,  should,  in  their  discretion,  think  fit, 
and  might  consider  proper  objects  of  the  relief. 

At  the  end  of  six  months  after  the  decease  of  the  said  testatrix,  which  hap- 
pened in  1823,  the  sum  of  92/.  5 s.  the  legacy  duty  being  deducted,  and  inte- 
rest for  the  half-year  added,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  will,  was  paid 
into  the  banking-house  of  Stuckey  and  Co.  at  Bridgewater,  to  the  account  of 
the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  where  it  now  remains,  bearing  interest  at  3 per 
cent.  No  interest  had  become  due  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  (September 
1825.) 

It  is  intended  to  look  out  for  some  good  security  for  the  investment  of  the 
money.  


HUNDRED  OF  WILLERTON  FREEMANNERS. 

PARISH  OF  BICKNOLLER. 

Bicknoller.  The  sum  of  1 /.  105.  is  annually  paid  to  the  second  poor  of  this  parish,  out  of 
.the  poor’s  rate,  which  has  been  the  amount  so  paid  for  many  years  back. 
These  payments  are  not  traceable  with  any  clearness  or  certainty  to  any  parti- 
cular donations,  except  that  the  poor’s  book  makes  mention  of  a legacy  of  20/. 
having  been  given  to  the  parish  by  a Mr.  Giles  Jenkins,  by  his  will,  paid  by 
a Mrs.  Bickham,  in  1801. 

This  20/.  appears  to  have  been  lent  out  on  private  security,  and  lost;  and  as 
mention  is  made  in  the  book  of  interest  being  paid  for  12/.  without  any  donors 
name,  the  probability  is,  that  part  of  the  above  annual  sum  of  1/.  lOs.  had 
reference  to  the  principal  sum  last  mentioned. 


PARISH  OF  BROMPTON  RALPH. 

Gifts  of  Joan  Saffin,  John  Chaplin,  Joseph  Sellar,  Thomas  Brewer, 
Nathaniel  Brewer,  sen.  and  Nathaniel  Brewer,  jun. 

Brompton  Ralph.  There  is  a sum  of  36/.  belonging  to  this  parish,  composed  of  the  following 
Gifts  of  Joan  Saffin  * 

and  others.  *•  s.  a. 

' .5  - - by  Joan  SafRn, 

' 5 - - by  John  Chaplin, 

3 - - by  Joseph  Sellar, 

3 - - by  Thomas  Brewer, 

10  - - by  Nathaniel  Brewer,  sen.  and 
10  - - by  Nathaniel  Brewer,  jun. 


£.36  - 


which  36/.  was  lodged,  as  far  as  can  be  traced  for  many  years,  in  the  hands  of 
David  Yea,  esquire,  on  behalf  of  the  parish  ; but  no  document  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  parish,  to  show  when  and  in  what  manner  any  of  the  sums 
were  given.  It  appears  by  the  overseer’s  book,  in  the  first  page,  that  they 
were  to  be  kept  at  interest  for  ever,  and  the  interest  to  be  distributed  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  not  having  relief,  at  the  discretion  of  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers.  In  the  same  book  it  is  recorded,  that  in  the  year  1764,  was 
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paid  the  sum  of  31.  12^.  for  two  years  interest,  1730  and  1731 ; that  in  the  year  Brompton  Ralph. 
1735,  was  paid  two  years  interest,  for  1732  and  1733;  in  the  year  1737>  three  ^ 
years  interest,  for  the  years  1734,  1735  and  1736,  being  5/.  85.  In  the  year  ‘ and  others,^ 
1741,  four  years  interest,  for  the  years  1737>  1738,  1739  and  1740,  being  continued.' 

7/.  4‘S.;  all  which  arrears  appear  to  have  been  paid  by  David  Yea  ; and  that  in  ' ~J 

the  year  1757»  9^*  iw  part  of  arrears  of  interest,  was  also  paid  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Yea,  afterwards  Sir  William  Yea,  which  was  the  last  payment. 


PARISH  OF  KING’S  BROMPTON. 


William  Befyl’s  Charity. 

The  house  mentioned  in  the  returns,  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  as  the  gift  of 
William  Befyl,  seems  now  to  be  used  as  the  poor-house.  It  is  vested  in  certain 
trustees  for  the  parish,  by  the  last  deed  of  feoffment,  dated  1st  July  1799. 

Thomas  Dyke’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Dyke,  esquire,  by  deed,  dated  in  I667,  gave  to  the  poor  of  King’s 
Brompton,  Kingston  and  Bishops  Lydeard,  one-fourth  part  of  the  great  or 
impropriate  tithes  of  the  parishes  of  King’s  Brompton  and  Winsford,  for  the 
term  of  5,000  years. 

A full  account  of  this  charity  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  the  Bishops 
Lydeard  charities. 

The  sum  paid  as  the  third  of  one-fourth,  belonging  to  King’s  Brompton,  is 
10/.  85.  4</.,  which  sum  is  distributed  on  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  to  a number  of 
poor  persons,  in  sums  of  varying  amount,  according  to  the  size  of  their  families. 
A list  of  the  persons  receiving  the  bounty  is  entered  in  the  churchwardens 
book. 


Several  benefactors,  but  it  is  not  knov/n  at  what  time,  or  in  what  manner, 
gave  to  the  poor  of  King’s  Brompton  the  sum  of  52  /.  which  sum  seems  formerly 
to  have  been  placed  out  at  interest,  on  private  security,  but  about  the  year 
1750  to  have  been  expended  on  parish  purposes.  The  interest,  however,  at 
5 per  cent,  is  paid  out  of  the  parish  stock  to  the  second  poor. 


King’s  Brompton. 

William  Befyl’s 
Charity. 


Thomas  Dyke’s 
Charity. 

t 


PARISH  OF  BRUSHFORD. 

Two  tables  in  the  church  record  the  sums  of  money  given  for  the  use  of  the  Brushford. 
poor,  to  be  distributed  yearly,  in  the  following  terms; — 

Robert  Beadon,  buried  May  3d,  1688,  gave  10/. 

John  Atkins,  buried  February  1st,  1691,  gave  30s. 

Edward  Beadon,  buried  February  26th,  16^95,  gave  40s. 

Robert  Pinkham,  buried  April  17th,  1702,  gave  20s. 

Richard  Quick,  buried  January  22d,  1703,  gave  3 1. 

David  Beadon,  of  this  parish,  who  was  buried  the  31st  day  of  January  1716, 
gave  10/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  this  parish 
at  Easter,  for  ever. 

William  Cook,  gave  5/. 

Thomas  Wade,  40  s. 

Elizabeth,  his  wife,  30s. 

Humphrey  Bare,  5/. 

Jane  Tout,  10/. 

Be  it  remembered. 

That  by  placing  out  at  interest  the  sum  of  41  /.  given  to  the  poor  of  this  parish 
Jiy  the  10  first  persons  mentioned  in  these  tables,  14/.  have  been  lost  by  bad 
security,  it  was  therefore  mutually  agreed  upon,  at  a parish  meeting  held  at 
Easter,  in  the  year  1?64,  that  the  remaining  sum  of  27/.  should  be  paid  into  the’ 
parish  slock,  and  the  interest  thereof  for  ever  paid  out  of  the  poor  rates  on  Easter 
Monday,  to  the  poor  labourers  of  this  parish.  ■ 

The  interest  of  the  27 1.  has  been  regularly  charged  on  the  poor  rates  at  five 
per  cent,  and  27 is  distributed  at  Lady-day,  to  a certain  number  of  poor 
persons,  in  small  sums  of  1 s.  or  6d.  a piece,  without  distinguishing  between  those 
who  receive  parochial  relief,  and  those  who  do  not.  But  it  has  been  determined, 
that  the  distribution  shall  in  future  be  in  larger  sums,  to  persons  of  industrious 
habits,  and  receiving  no  support  from  the  parish. 

Rep.  15.  3K2 


John 
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Brushford.  JoHN  NoRRIs’s  ChARITY. 

■“  . , Church  Table. — “ John  Norris,  clerk,  by  indenture,  enrolled  in  the  court 
V"harUyr*  of  Chancery,  and  bearing  date  23d  June  1?42,  gave  ?/.  yearly,  for  ever,  out  of 
V ^ ‘ ^ his  estate  of  Langaller,  in  this  parish,  for  teaching  20  poor  children  to  read,  and 

to  purchase  books  for  such  poor  children.’* 

This  rent  has  been  regularly  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  Langaller  estate,  and 
is  now  paid  by  the  steward  of  Lord  Carnarvon,  who  is  the  present  proprietor. 

There  are  two  small  schools  kept  in  the  parish,  and  what  is  not  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  books,  is  divided  between  the  two  schoolmistresses. 

PARISH  OF  CHIPSTABLE. 

The  Gifts  of  John  Talbot,  George  Huish,  James  Surrage, 

John  Parrott,  and  John  Hillinge. 

Chipstable.  gy  above-mentioned  donors,  several  sums  of  5/.  each  have  been  left  to 
The  Gifts  of  parish,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  not  receiving  parochial  relief.  The 

John  Talbot  and  principal  sums  appear  to  have  been  long  ago  expended,  but  25  to  answer  the 
others.  interest  thereof,  are  paid  out  of  the  parish  stock  every  Easter,  to  about  20  poor 
persons  not  receiving  other  parish  assistance.  A list  is  always  kept  of  the  names 
of  the  persons  receiving  it. 


Old  Cleeve. 


PARISH  OF  OLD  CLEEVE. 


There  is  a benefaction  table  in  the  church,  which  enumerates  the  following 
gifts  : — 

£.  5.  d. 

“ The  Lady  Ratcliff'  - - i o - - 

John  Sydenham  - - - ^ _ 

Mrs.  Ursula  Sydenham  - ^ _ 

Robert  Butler,  esq.  - - 5 - - 

Henry  Handcock  - a - - 

David  Batton  - i _ _ 

Walter  Humphrey  - - i - - 

William  Leigh  _ - _ j _ _ 

Mrs.  Mary  Butler  - - i _ _ 

Elizabeth  Churchey  - - 3 _ _ 

John  Liddon  and  Robert  Martin  2 - - 

John  Welsh  . _ _ ^ _ 

Robert  Butler,  esq.  - - 6 - - 

Edmund  Brickenden,  vicar  - 2 - - 

George  Churchey  - 5 _ _ 

John  Liddon  - - - ] _ _ 

Thomas  Speed  _ _ _ 7 _ _ 

William  Escott  - - - 2 - - 

John  Winter  _ _ _ j _ _ 

William  Speed  _ - - ,j,  _ _ 

' Humphrey  Hooper  - 1 _ _ 

Thomas  Thorne  _ - _ ^ _ 

Joan  Hooper,  widow  - ' - 1 _ _ 

Richard  Berryman  - - 5 _ _ 

John  Berryman  - 5 _ _ 

Matthias  Richards  - - 40  - - 

Ellen  Bickham  - - - ’ 5 - _ 

Aldred,  her  son  - - - 3 - _ 

Interest  of  the  two  last  to  buy  two  shifts  for  two  poor  women  at  Easter.” 


On  a monument,  in  memory  of  Mary  Whitlocke,  who  died  in  1715,  and  of 
John,  who  died  in  1722,  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

“ Mrs.  Maty  Whitlocke  gave  10/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  to 
the  poor  not  receiving  alms  on  the  2f)th  day  of  September,  yearly,  for  ever, 
according  to  the  discretion  of  the  said  John  WJiitocke,  and  the  survivor 
of  him.” 

The  amount  of  all  these  sums,  including  the  10/.  mentioned  on  the  monu- 
ment of  Mary  Whitlocke,  is  143/.,  of  which  sum  total,  43/.  10 5.  appears  to 
have  been  continued  in  money,  and  for  many  years  lent  out  upon  private 
securities,  by  the  parish,  producing  an  interest  of  21.  3s.  6d,  Some  part  of 

this 
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this  sum  having  been  lost  by  this  mode  of  investing  it,  it  was  thought  by  the 
parish  to  be  a better  way  of  securing  the  perpetual  payment  of  the  interest,  to 
merge  it  in  the  parish  stock,  and  consider  it  as  a charge  upon  the  rates. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  above  sum  total,  is,  upon  probable  grounds,  con- 
jectured to  have  been  at  a considerable  distance  of  time  (there  being  now  no 
memory  of  the  transaction)  laid  out  in  a piece  of  meadow  land,  situate  in  Old 
Cleeve  parish,  consisting  of  four  acres  and  a half  by  admeasurement,  and  which 
is  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Parish  Meadow. 

By  the  returns  to  Parliament,  made  in  I786,  it  appears  that  this  land  was  then 
let  for  4/.  ; but  it  has  in  succeeding  years  been  raised  to  8/.,  10 1.,  12/.  and  15/., 
which  is  the  present  rent  paid  for  it.  The  rent,  which  has  always  been  regularly 
paid,  has  been  added  to  the  above-mentioned  interest  of  the  43/.  10^.,  and  applied, 
together  with  it,  to  the  relief  of  the  second  poor,  according  to  the  number  of 
the  families  and  the  ages  of  the  parties.  But  as  this  system  of  distribution 
appears  to  have  let  in  very  idle  and  unworthy  persons  to  a share  of  the  fund,  we 
have  recommended,  that  the  disposition  of  the  money  shall  in  future  be  founded 
upon  an  inquiry  into  the  characters  as  well  as  the  necessities  of  the  poor;  and 
we  have  also  recommended,  that  the  distribution  may  be  made  either  in  clothes, 
or  in  sums  proportioned  to  the  respective  wants  and  deserts  of  the  objects 
relieved. 

Within  these  few  years  back,  a small  quantity  of  timber  w^as  cut  down  on  the 
meadow,  which  produced  30  /.,  now  invested  in  the  Taunton  savings  bank, 
poducing  about  24 a year,  which  is  distributed  together  with  the  fund  above- 
mentioned. 


PARISH  OF  CROWCOMBE. 

The  Carew  Charity  School  for  Boys. 

Elizabeth  Carexv,  by  her  will,  dated  2?th  October  I668,  bequeathed  as 
follows  : — 

“ Item. — I give  and  bequeath  to  the  poor  of  Stoodeley  200/.,  to  be  bestowed 
for  their  benefit,  at  the  discretion  of  my  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, for  their  best  advantage. 

“ Item.- — I give  and  bequeath  to  the  poor  of  Crowcombe  200/.,  to  be  bestowed 
for  their  benefit,  at  the  discretion  of  my  executor,  for  their  best  advantage.” 

The  testatrix  named  her  brother,  John  Carew,  of  Rifton,  in  the  parish*  of 
Stoodeley,  Devon,  her  executor,  who  was  also  her  heir. 

These  charities  are  also  recorded  on  a monument  in  the  church. 

The  estate  devolved  upon  Thomas  Carew,  of  Crowcombe  Court,  esquire,  who 
died  in  the  year  I766 ; and  who,  a few  years  before  his  death,  charged  his 
manor  of  Cove,  near  Tiverton,  with  the  payment,  to  his  heirs,  of  a fee-farm 
rent  of  11/.  12^.  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a charity  school  in  the  parish 
of  Crowcombe. 

The  same  Mr.  Thomas  Carew,  laid  out  the  400/.  given  by  Elizabeth  Carew, 
the  testatrix,  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  in  Bishops  Lydeard,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  and  with  the  moiety  of  the  rents  of  the  lands  so  purchased,  together 
with  the  said  fee-farm,  established  a school  in  Crowcombe,  for  educating  and 
clothing  15  poor  boys  of  the  parish ; the  other  moiety  of  the  said  rent  being 
applied,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  will,  to  the  benefit  of  the  parish  of 
Stoodeley,  in  Devon. 

The  lands  so  purchased  in  Bishops  Lydeard,  consist  of  about  S3  acres,  which 
have  been  let  by  the  successive  representatives  of  the  Carew  family,  and  pro- 
prietors of  Crowcombe  Court. 

They  had  been  let  for  many  years  at  26/.,  upon  short  leases;  but  in  February 
1822,  the  present  George  Henry  Carew,  esquire,  (who  married  the  heiress  of 
the  family),  let  them  by  auction,  at  50/.  which  is  considered  as  their  full  value. 

In  the  year  1819,  the  present  Mr.  Carew  also  sold  some  elm  timber,  taken 
from  the  hedge-rows,  the  net  produce  of  which  sale  was  114/.  9 s.  Irf. ; which 
sum  was  placed  in  the  Taunton  savings  bank,  where  it  still  remains  at  an 
interest  of  4/.  per  cent. 

The  school  established  by  Mr.  Thomas  Carew  has  been  in  existence  ever 
since,  supported  by  its  original  endowment;  15  poor  boys  of  the  parish  being 
. Rep.  15.  3K3  taught 


Old  Cleeve. 


Crowcombe. 

The  Carew  Charity 
School  for  Boys. 
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Crowcorabe.,  taught  in  it  to  read  and  write,  and  cast  accounts.  The  master,  as  well  as  the 

children,  are  appointed  by  the  Carew  family. 

boys  have  a suit  of  plain  clothes  annually,  and  what  remains  after  that. 
^ co/itinued^^^*  expense  is  satisfied,  constitutes  the  master’s  salary.  The  whole  income  of  the 
^ school  property  is  a little  above  40/.  a year. 

There  is  an  old  house,  which  has  belonged  to  the  parish  before  the  time  of 
memory,  on  the  ground  floor  of  which,  consisting  of  several  apartments,  the 
parish  poor  are  lodged  ; in  the  room  above,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the 
building,  the  children  of  Carew’s  charity  school  are  taught ; and  the  Sunday 
school  is  also  held  there. 

School  for  Girls,  founded  by  Dr.  Henry  James. 

'Dv.  Henry  James,  rector  of  Crowcombe,  by  his  will,  dated  20th  February  1716, 
gave  to  the  parish  of  Crowcombe  100/.,  to  purchase  lands,  in  order  to  promote 
a charity  school  in  the  said  parish,  and  requested  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  to 
appoint  any  person,  in  his  name,  to  determine  how  it  might  be  settled  and 
disposed  of  to  effect  that  purpose. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Farthing  was  the  immediate  successor  to  Dr.  James,  and  was 
appointed,  in  pursuance  of  the  will,  by  the  then  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  to  carry' 
the  provisions  of  the  will  into  effect ; and  he  accordingly  laid  out  the  legacy  of 
100/.  in  the  purchase  of  a close  of  land,  called  Cronick,  containing  one  acre,  and 
another  close  of  land,  called  the  Fiveways,  containing  three  acres  and  a quarter, 
lying  detached  from  each  other,  in  the  parish  of  Bishops  Dydeard,  in  the  county 
of  Somerset. 

The  rent  arising  from  these  lands  has  varied  from  51.  to  10/.  a year,  according 
to  the  times ; it  is  now  10/.  a year. 

With  the  income  of  this  property,  unaided  by  any  contribution,  eighteen  poor 
girls  of  the  parish  are  educated  by  two  women,  between  whom  the  income  is 
divided.  These  girls  are  principally  taught  to  read  and  v/ork,  and  they,  as  well 
as  the  poor  boys  above  mentioned,  attend  the  Sunday  school,  which  is  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the 
minister. 

The  representatives  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Farthing,  for  some  time  after  his 
death,  took  upon  themselves  the  management  of  the  school ; and  in  1804, 
Richard  Jenkins,  esquire,  and  Jane  his  wife,  who  was  heiress  to  the  said  Samuel 
Farthing,  appointed  several  trustees  for  managing  this  charity  school,  of  whom 
the  following  are  now  living,  George  Henry  Warrington  (now  Carew),  esquire, 
James  Bricknell,  Thomas  George  Warrington  Warrington  (now  Carew),  and 
William  Bricknell  Turner. 

The  land-tax  has  been  redeemed  with  a surplus  created  for  that  purpose. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  DECUMAN’S. 

St.  Decuman’s.  The  parish  of  Saint  Decuman’s  is  in  possession  of  a considerable  charity  fund,' 

composed  of  real  and  personal  estates,  but  the  origin  of  which  is  now  not  distinctly 

traceable.  The  most  ancient  deed  respecting  the  same  now  extant,  is  an  indenture 
dated  l6th  April,  25th  Elizabeth,  between  Atwell  Porter,  son  and  heir  of  John 
Porter,  and  Thomas  Joiner,  son  and  heir  of  William  Joiner,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Atwell  Lucas  and  11  others,  of  the  other  part;  whereby  were  conveyed  to  new  trus- 
tees, the  hereditaments  therein  described  as  one  burgage  messuage  and  seven  acres 
and  a half  of  land,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Decuman’s,  consisting  of  one 
close  called  Gillingcroft,  containing  by  estimation  one  and  a half  acre;  another 
close  of  land  called  Five  Acre  Close,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre;  one 
other  close  of  land  lying  in  a field  called  Magland  ; half  an  acre  of  land  lying 
in  a common  field  called  Weerish  Land ; another  acre  of  land  lying  in  the  said 
common  field  called  Weerish  Land,  called  the  Butty  Piece ; another  close  of 
land  called  Lowshill,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  ; and  one  other  half 
acre  of  land  lying  by  Landshare,  in  a common  field  called  Churchway ; three 
rods  of  land  lying  also  in  Landshare  ; one  tenement,  garden  and  six  and  a half 
acres  of  land  ; the  tenement  lying  in  a street  called  Culver-street,  in  the  tithing 
of  Sampford  Brett,  and  the  garden  adjoining  to  the  said  tenement ; half  an  acre- 
lying  in  a common  fieUl  called  Elwell ; one.  other  acre  lying  in  the  said  common 
field ; one  other.acre  lying  in  a common  field  called  Culver  Clift ; one  other  acre: 
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in  the  said  field  called  Culver  Clift ; one  other  acre  in  the  common  field  called  St.  Decuman’s. 

Sparkhays ; one  close  called  Will  Acre,  containing  two  acres  ; one  burgage  ’ 

curtilage  and  garden,  in  Watchett,  in  a street  called  Swine-street ; two  parcels 

of  land,  consisting  of  one  acre  and  a quarter,  lying  in  a common  field  called 

Blerepate  ; a barn  house,  and  half  a yard  of  land,  in  Swine-street,  aforesaid  ; 

and  a barn  house  lying  near  Saint  Decuman’s  church  ; which  several  closes  are 

bounded  and  abutted  as  therein  mentioned. 

The  trusts,  as  to  the  above  premises,  are  therein  declared  in  the  following 
terms : — 

That  the  said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  should  for  ever,  at  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  pay  to  the  churchwardens  and 
sidesmen  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Decuman’s,  23  5.  being  the  accustomed 
rent  of  the  premises ; and  should  also  pay  to  the  said  churchwardens  and 
sidesmen,  at  the  feasts  aforesaid,  all  such  fines,  issues  and  profits  that  they 
should  levy  and  collect,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  churchwardens  and  sidesmen 
should  yearly  for  ever,  employ  the  same  and  every  part  thereof,  in  the  reparation 
of  the  parish  church  of  Saint  Decuman’s  aforesaid  ; or  else  in  the  setting  forth 
of  soldiers  to  serve  the  queen’s  majesty  in  her  wars  in  Ireland,  or  elsewhere ; or 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  within  the  said  parish  ; or  for  the  defraying  of 
any  other  charge  wherewith  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  should  in  any  sort 
be  charged  by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  as  therein  should  seem  best  or  most 
convenient  to  the  churchwardens  and  sidesmen  for  the  time. 

' This  property  has  been  transmitted,  by  a succession  of  transfers,  to  new 
trustees. 

It  appears,  by  the  parcels  above  enumerated,  that  at  the  date  of  the  said  trust 
deed,  the  trust  property  consisted  of  lands  and  tenements  to  the  amount  of 
about  21  acres ; at  present  it  consists  of  only  about  14  acres,  the  reduction  in 
quantity  being  ascribed  to  the  loss  of  a considerable  part  of  the  property  next 
the  sea ; the  land  at  Elwell,  and  a great  part  of  that  which  was  situate  at  Culver- 
street,  having  been  washed  away.  There  is  no  suspicion  or  surmise  that  any 
other  part  of  the  land  has  been  lost  or  alienated. 

The  land  has  usually  been  let,  by  tender,  in  small  parcels,  the  aggregate 
'amount  of  the  rents  being  ¥]  1.  I65.  6d.  This  amount  has  varied  with  the 
times ; but  the  most  appears  to  have  been  made  of  the  property . Some  of  the 
tenancies  are  from  year  to  year,  and  some  for  short  terms. 

The  parish  is  in  possession  also  of  considerable  personal  property,  consisting 
of  250/.,  now  vested  in  the  Wiveliscombe  turnpike  trust,  secured  by  several 
deeds  poll,  yielding  an  interest  of  51.  per  cent  j 100  /.  on  the  Minehead  turnpike 
trust,., secured  in  the  same  way,  yielding  4/.  per  cent;  and  409/.  ^s.  9d.  stock 
in  the  three  per  cent  consols,  now  standing  in  the  names  of  Henry  Tripp  and 
William  Leigh,  of  Bardon,  esquires,  producing  altogether  an  annual  receipt  of 
28/.  155.  4t/.,  which,  added  to  the  former  sum,  makes  the  entire  charity  income, 

76/.  11 5.  lOfi/. 

With  respect  to  the  sources  from  which  the  personal  property  of  the  parish 
has  been  derived,  nothing  can  now  be  traced  with  certainty.  In  an  old  account 
book  of  the  trustees,  we  find  that  in  1734  this  property  amounted  to  6IO/.,  which 
was  then  vested  on  a mortgage,  and  some  other  personal  securities;  but  no  clue 
is  there  afforded  for  ascertaining  the  origin  of  this  property. 

« The  securities  on  which  this  personal  estate  has  been  vested,  have  frequently 
been  changed;  and  a very  small  part  of  it,  not  amounting  to  30/.,  appears 
'to  have  been  lost  by  the  failure  of  securities  a great  many  years  ago. 

Although  it  appears  by  a reference  to  the  trusts  expressed  in  the  old  deed  of 
the  16th  April,  25th  Elizabeth,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  were 
regarded  as  general  parish  property,  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  their 
general  poor,  no  difference  has  been  made  in  the  application  between  the  above 
mentioned  personal  and  real  estates,  the  whole  being  considered  as  under  the 
management  of  the  trustees  above-mentioned,  and  disposable  by  them,  strictly 
as  charity  property,  for  the  benefit  of  the  second  poor;  and  in  the  actual  appli- 
cation thereof,  a judicious  selection  appears  to  have  been  made  as  to  the  objects 
of  relief,  by  a preference  shown  to  those  who  have  endeavoured  by  their  industry 
to  support  themselves. 
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By  letters  patent  of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  bearing  date  25th  April, 
in  the  second  and  third  years  of  their  reign  ; reciting,  that  the  town  and 
borough  of  Dulverton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  was  very  populous,  and  on 
account  of  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  had  then  become  in  great 
ruin  and  decay,  as  appeared  by  the  relation  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town  and  borough,  who  for  the  amendment  and  reparation  of  the  same 
borough,  had  besought  the  said  king  and  queen  that  they  would  graciously  deign 
to  extend  to  the  same  inhabitants  their  munificence,  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
same  town,  and  relief  of  the  poor  therein  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  queen 
for  herself  and  her  successors,  did  grant  to  John  Sydenham,  John  Toute,  John 
Casse,  Roger  Chilcote,  Robert  Yens,  Robert  Catford,  John  Copp,  William 
Howcombe,  Nicholas  Trott,  and  Robert  Westerne,  inhabitants  of  the  town  afore- 
said, their  heirs  and  assigns,  that  they  for  ever  might  hold  and  enjoy  thereafter, 
to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  one  market,  to  be  held  every  Saturday 
in  every  week,  during  the  whole  of  the  same  Saturday,  at  the  aforesaid  borough 
and  town  of  Dulverton,  for  cattle  and  other  things  there  to  be  bought  and  sold; 
and  also  two  fairs  or  feasts  there  to  be  held  and  kept  every  year,  for  ever,  the 
first  fair  thereof,  yearly,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude,  and  the  other, 
yearly,  on  the  feast  of  Saint  Peter  and  St.  Paul ; and  the  said  queen  did  further 
grant  to  the  aforesaid  John  Sydenham  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
stallage,  piccage,  toll  and  customs  of  the  same  fairs  and  market,  and  also  a 
court  of  pie-powder  within  the  fairs  aforesaid,  at  the  times  of  the  same  fairs 
every  year  to  be  held ; and  that  the  said  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  might 
have  and  receive  of  all  and  singular  persons  to  the  market  and  fairs  aforesaid, 
or  either  of  them,  coming  or  resorting,  so  many  and  such  sorts  of  tolls, 
piccage,  stallage,  and  other  profits,  as  to  the  same  markets  and  fairs,  or  either 
of  them,  should  pertain ; and  also  all  and  singular  fines,  amerciaments,  for- 
feitures, issues  and  profits,  of  and  in  the  fairs  and  market  aforesaid,  and  of  and 
in  the  aforesaid  courts  of  pie-powder,  or  of  or  in  either  of  them,  from  time  to 
time  happening  or  arising ; to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  premises,  to  them 
the  said  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  and 
borough  of  Dulverton  for  ever ; and  in  the  said  letters  patent  it  was  ordained, 
that  the  said  grantees  should  thereby  agree  and  grant  for  themselves,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  with  the  said  queen  and  her  successors,  that  the  market  and  fairs 
aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  in  the  names  of  the  said  John  Sydenham,  John 
Toute,  John  Casse,  Roger  Chilcote,  Robert  Yens,  Robert  Catford,  John  Copp, 
William  Howcombe,  Nicholas  Trott,  and  Robert  Westerne,  their  heirs  or  * 

assigns,  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  should  be  kept  and  governed  by  the  con- 
stables of  the  said  town  ; and  that  the  constables  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the 
time  being,  from  time  to  time,  should  receive  all  the  profits  and  issues  arising 
from  the  same  market  and  fairs,  and  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  proper  use 
and  behoof  and  utility  of  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid, 
for  the  time  being,  by  the  assent  and  discretion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
honest  men,  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
the  profits  and  issues  of  the  market  and  fairs  aforesaid  should  be  to  the  com- 
mon utility  of  the  tenants  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Dulverton ; 
and  that  they  should  be  expended  by  the  discretion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
good  and  honest  men  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  as 
often  as  should  be  necessary ; and  when  all  except  two  of  the  aforesaid  persons 
to  whom  the  grant  aforesaid  was  made,  should  have  departed  this  life,  that  then 
the  same  two  so  surviving,  by  their  sufficient  deed  in  the  law,  should  give  and 
grant  the  market  and  fairs  aforesaid,  and  other  the  premises,  to  other  ten  persons 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid ; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
to  the  intent  that  the  market  and  fairs  aforesaid  should  be  kept  and  governed, 
and  that  the  profits  thereof  should  be  distributed,  as  was  above  said;  and  to  the 
intent  that  another  such  grant  should  thereof  be  made  by  those  two  who  should 
survive  their  co-grantees  aforesaid,  to  other  ten  persons  of  the  more  discreet  and 
honest  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  their  heirs  and  assigns ; and  that  so, 
from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  when  all,  except  two,  to  whom  such  grant  should 
be  made,  should  die,  the  same  two  so  surviving  should  make  another  such  grant 
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of  the  premises  to  other  ten  persons  of  the  more  discreet  and  honest  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  their  heirs  and  assigns. 

The  trustees  under  the  said  letters  patent  have  been  continued  d^own  by  suc- 
cessive appointments  and  transfers,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  same,  to 
the  present  time,  the  last  deed  of  transfer  being  an  indenture,  dated  27th 
October  I8O7,  whereby  the  two  then  surviving  feoffees,  William  Pearse  and 
John  Peppin,  granted  and  assigned  unto  Henry  George  Herbert,  commonly 
called  Lord  Porchester,  (the  present  Earl  of  Carnarvon)  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
Acland,  hart,  and  others,  all  of  Dulverton,  the  said  markets  and  fairs,  and  all 
their  issues,  profits  and  advantages,  as  granted  by  the  said  letters  patent ; to  hold 
the  same,  unto  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

A covenant  is  therein  contained,  on  the  part  of  the  said  Lord  Porchester, 
Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  and  others,  that  the  said  markets  and  fairs  should, 
from  the  execution  of  that  indenture,  be  kept  and  governed  by  the  constables 
of  the  said  village  and  borough,  in  the  names  of  the  said  Lord  Porchester,  Sir 
, Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns ; that  the  con- 
stables of  the  said  village  and  borough  for  the  time  being,  should  from  time  to 
time  receive  all  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  fairs ; and  that  the  same 
should  be  bestowed  and  applied  in  such  manner,  and  to  such  uses,  intents  and 
purposes,  as  in  the  said  letters  patent  were  declared  and  directed. 

It  has  been  the  practice,  as  far  back  as  can  be  traced,  for  the  trustees  to 
demise  the  markets  and  fiirs  aforesaid  every  year,  from  Michaelmas  to  Michael- 
' mas,  to  two  persons  offering  the  best  rent,  at  an  auction  held  at  the  court  leet 
for  that  purpose,  taking  a bond  from  them  for  securing  the  payment ; and  the 
persons  who  have  obtained  such  lease  have  been  immediately  after,  according 
to  custom,  appointed  the  two  constables  at  the  same  court  leet.  These  lessees 
have,  in  virtue  of  this  appointment,  been  enabled  by  their  own  authority  to  col- 
lect the  tolls  and  profits  of  the  said  markets  and  fairs,  and  have  paid  the  rent 
'so  reserved  upon  the  lease  to  themselves,  to  the  trustees  or  their  agent. 

Out  of  the  rent  so  received  by  the  trustees  all  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
market  have  always  been  first  satisfied,  which  expenses  appear  to  have  been 
considerable,  as  they  have  had  to  repair  the  market  buildings  and  shambles, 
and  to  furnisli  blocks,  hurdles,  trussels,  weighing  machines,  &c.  and  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  market,  such  as  the  engine-keeper,  the  scavenger, 
the  weigher,  and  also  their  own  accountant.  The  surplus,  after  these  pay- 
ments, has  been  considered  as  properly  distributable  among  the  second  poor 
of  the  parish,  and  the  distribution  has  been  always  made  by  the  trustees 
themselves. 

Till  within  about  20  years  ago,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  trustees  to  cause  a 
notice  to  be  given  in  church,  of  the  time  of  the  intended  distribution,  about  a 
fortnight  previous  to  its  taking  place  j and  before  the  day  so  appointed,  a list  of 
the  persons  appearing  to  the  trustees  to  be  proper  objects  of  relief,  together 
with  the  sums  proposed  to  be  given  to  them,  was  made  out,  and  each  person  on 
the  day  appointed,  received  the  sum  so  allotted  to  him.  But  for  these  20  years 
last  past,  their  practice  in  this  respect  has  been  altered,  it  having  been  deemed 
by  the  trustees,  a better  course,  to  distribute  the  surplus  in  occasional  assistance, 
to  such  of  the  poor  as  have  been  known  to  them  to  be  deserving  objects,  without 
any  general  announcement  of  the  distribution,  or  the  appointment  of  any  par- 
ticular day.  for  the  poor  to  come  forward  with  their  claims. 

This  mode  of  proceeding,  however  cautious  and  judicious  it  may  have  been 
in  itself,  is  not  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  letters  patent,  which  provide, 
that  the  constables  who  were  to  receive  the  profits  of  the  markets  and  fairs, 
should  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the  tenants  and 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  by  the  assent  and  discretion  of  the  majority  of  the 
more  respectable  part  of  them,  so  that  if  the  method  of  obtaining  the  prof  of 
the  market,  by  letting  the  same  for  a certain  rent,  be  continued,  which  may  be 
under  the  circumstances  an  eligible  mode  of  management,  that  rent  ought,  as 
it  clearly  appears,  after  satisfying  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  market  as  afore- 
said, to  be  distributed,  not  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  themselves,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  discretion,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  major  part  of  the 
housekeepers  and  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  town,  which  may  be  expressed 
at  a meeting  properly  convened  ; and  as  it  appears,  that  the  parish  has  availed 
itself  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  by  appointing  a select  vestry,  it  should 
seem,  that  if  the  distribution  of  the  money  could  be  settled  by  the  majority,  at 
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such  vestry,  the  provisions  and  directions  of  the  charter  will  be  substantially 
executed.  We  have  suggested  this  mode  to  such  of  the  trustees  as  attended 
our  inquiry,  who  expressed  their  full  acquiescence  in  it,  and  their  determination 
to  recommend  its  adoption  to  all  parties  concerned  in  the  charity. 

The  expenses  incident  to  the  market  and  fairs,  have  been  for  the  most  part, 
so  large,  as  to  leave  but  a small  net  amount  of  profit,  to  be  divided  among  the 
poor.  The  average  yearly  amount  of  the  gross  rent  for  the  last  20  years,  has 
been  27/.  125.  and  the  average  of  the  monies  distributed  to  the  poor  for  the 
same  period,  4^1.  65. 

The  accountant  was  in  advance  to  the  charity,  for  the  year  1824,  in  the  sum 
of  9/.  Qs.  9cl.  as  appears  by  his  account  laid  before  us,  in  which  year  some  par- 
ticular disbursements  have  been  necessarily  made.  We  have  inspected  all  the 
accounts  for  many  years  back,  and  find  the  charges  specially  entered,  and  the 
balances  regularly  carried  on  ; but  as  the  expenditure  varies  much  in  amount, 
and  is  often  very  considerable,  we  have  recommended,  that  the  accounts  shall 
in  future  be  annually  submitted  to  the  inhabitants,  at  a select  vestry,  twice  a 
year,  after  the  holding  of  each  fair,  in  July  and  November. 


The  School  Charities. 


The  School  ELIZABETH  Dyke’s  Charity. — By  an  indenture,  made  25th  March  1736', 
Chanties.  between  Elizabeth  Dyke,  of  Pixton,  in  the  parish  of  Dulverton,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  and  Edward  Dyke,  esquire,  heir  apparent  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Dyke, 
of  the  one  part;  and  Edward  Smyth  and  fifteen  others,  trustees,  therein  named, 
of  the  other  part ; it  is  witnessed,  that  for  the  nominal  considerations  therein 
mentioned,  the  said  Elizabeth  Dyke  and  Edward  Dyke,  granted,  enfeoffed  and 
confirmed  unto  the  said  Edward  Smyth  and  others,  the  messuage  and  tene- 
ment, with  the  appurtenances,  commonly  called  Leigh,  otherwise  Lee,  situate  in 
the  parish  of  Winsford,  in  the  county  of  Somerset ; to  hold  the  same  to  them, 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they 
the  said  grantees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  Iiis  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  thereafter,  receive  the  rents  of  the  said 
premises,  and  pay  thereout  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  12/.,  for  the  bringing 
up  and  educating  of  30  poor  children,  born  in  and  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  parish  of  Dulverton  aforesaid,  to  read  English,  by  such  schoolmaster 
or  schoolmistress,  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Dyke  and 
Edward  Dyke,  during  their  respective  lives,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  sur- 
vivor of  them,  by  such  person,  who  should  be  of  the  name  or  family  of  the  said 
Edward  Dyke,  owner  of  Pexton  House,  aforesaid,  who  were  to  have  power  also 
at  their  wills  and  pleasures  respectively,  to  remove  such  schoolmaster  or  school- 
mistress, or  any  of  the  said  poor  children,  and  appoint  any  others  in  their  places: 
And  it  was  further  provided,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four, 
by  death  or  otherwise,  the  survivors  should  appoint  seven  others,  and  after  so 
disposing  of  the  said  12/.  the  said  trustees  should  pay  the  residue  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  premises,  unto  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Edward  Dyke,  and  their 
heirs  and  assigns. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  respectively  bearing  date  23d  and  24tli 
June  1808,  the  premises  described  in  the  above-mentioned  deed  w’ere  conveyed 
by  John  Peppin  and  John  Chappell,  the  surviving  feoffees  under  the  original 
deed  of  grant,  to  Henry  Luxinore  and  six  other  persons  therein  mentioned,  for 
and  upon  the  uses  and  trusts  contained  in  the  same  deed. 

The  premises  described  by  the  name  of  Leigh,  are  well  known ; and 
the  proprietor,  or  his  tenant,  regularly  pays  the  rent-charge  to  the  church- 
wardens. 

This  annual  sum  of  12/.  now  makes  a part  of  a larger  sum  expended  in  the 
support  of  a school  establishment  in  the  parish,  for  both  boys  and  girls,  con- 
ducted on  the  national  plan. 


Humphrey  Sydenham’s  Charity. — One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  is  said  to 
have  been  left  by  the  will  of  one  Humphrey  Sydenham,  towards  the  education 
of  the  poor  : this  will  we  have  in  vain  searched  for  ; but  the  150/.  is  in  exis- 
tence, having  been  lent  out  from  time  to  time  on  private  security ; it  is  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Leigh  and  Kent,  who  have  given  a promissory  note  for  the 
same  to  the  churchwardens,  bearing  interest  at  5 /.  per  cent ; and  this  interest, 
when  paid,  is  added  to  the  12/.  before  mentioned. 


Penelope 
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Penelope  Sydenham’s  Charity. — Penelope  Sydenham^  late  of  Creditor],  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  spinster,  deceased,  by  her  will,  dated  26th  November 
1764,  gave  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Dulverton,  for 
the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  the  sum  of  40/.,  to  be  paid  to  them  in 
fifteen  months  after  her  decease,  to  be  by  them  put  out  at  interest,  and  such 
interest  disposed  of  for  ever,  in  keeping  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  at 
school,  to  learn  to  read,  till  they  should  have  read  the  Bible,  and  then  others 
of  the  parish  to  be  chosen  in  their  room,  for  ever. 

Lawrence  Jackson’s  Charity. — The  Reverend  Lwwrence  Jacksony  late  vicar 
of  Ardley,  and  Rector  of  Great  Wigborow,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  deceased, 
by  his  will,  dated  10th  August  1769,  gave  as  follows  : — 

“ Item. — To  Dulverton  charity  school  100/.  to  be  settled  and  laid  out  as  the 
aforesaid  and  after-named  executrix,  Grace  Sydenham,  shall  think  most  proper 
and  beneficial  to  the  said  charity.” 

The  parish  are  now  no  longer  in  possession  of  the  two  last-mentioned  legacies. 

Thomas  Brown,  many  years  ago  a churchwarden  of  this  parish,  and  who,  be- 
sides being  schoolmaster,  was  agent  to  Mr.  Charles  Hale,  who  appears,  by  the 
returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  to  have  been  the  trustee  of  the  above- 
mentioned  legacies,  is  generally  considered  to  have  had  these  monies  while 
he  continued  in  office,  paying  nothing  on  account  thereof  to  the  parish,  the 
interest  being  considered  as  making  a part  of  his  salary.  He  relinquished, 
however,  the  situation  of  schoolmaster  j and  from  that  time  to  his  death,  paid 
an  annual  sum  of  9/-  10  5.  to  his  successor  in  that  office.  After  his  death,  one 
of  his  sons,  James  Brown,  continued  during  his  life  the  same  payment.  James 
Brown  died  about  four  years  ago,  leaving  a widow,  a son  and  a daughter ; that 
son,  the  present  Mr.  James  Brown,  an  attorney-at-law,  in  Dulverton,  declares 
himself  totally  ignorant  of  the  ground  on  which  his  grandfather  and  father 
made  the  above  payment ; and  neither  the  parish  nor  himself  is  in  possession, 
as  it  appears,  of  any  documents  whatever,  to  show  that  the  above  sums,  or  any 
part  of  them,  were  ever  in  the  possession  of  any  of  his  family.  He  has  readily 
admitted,  however,  the  strong  probability  of  his  grandfather’s  having  had  either 
those  sums,  or  some  parish  monies  in  his  hands,  on  account  of  which,  he  and 
his  son  after  him  continued  to  pay  the  said  annual  sum  towards  the  salary  of 
the  schoolmaster,  and  has  liberally  undertaken  to  secure,  by  a charge  upon 
some  part  of  his  property,  the  future  payments  of  the  above  interest,  for  the 
support  of  the  school. 

The  Poor’s  Land. 

The  above  are  all  the  charities  appearing  to  belong  to  this  parish.  The  Poor’s  Land. 

It  may  be  proper  however  to  add,  that  there  are  in  the  possession  of  the  parish 
some  lands,  called  the  Baddlecombe  Cliff  and  Lougham,  containing  about 
31  acres,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Exton,  which  appear  by  a conveyance  of  the 
same,  by  a deed,  dated  15th  April  1704,  to  have  been  bought  with  monies 
therein,  called  Stock  Monies,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  parish,  amounting  to 
125/.,  which  were  probably  composed  of  the  gifts  of  individuals,  though  now  no 
trace  exists  of  their  origin. 

The  rent,  however,  of  these  premises,  has  always  been  treated  as  the  general 
income  of  the  parish,  and  applied  towards  the  support  of  their  common  poor. 


PARISH  OF  EXTON. 

Gifts  of  Robert  Price,  Robert  Cording,  and  of  a Person  unknown. 

There  is  no  board  of  benefactions  in  the  church,  nor  is  there  any  mention  of 
any  gifts  in  the  churchwardens  book;  but  we  find  it  returned  under  Gilbert’s 
Act  in  1786,  that  there  were  three  gifts  in  money,  the  one  by  Robert  Price, 
the  other  by  Robert  Cording,  and  the  third  by  a person  unknown,  being  10/., 
1 /.,  and  12/. ; and  it  appears  by  the  churchwarden’s  statement,  that  an  annual 
sum  of  235.  is  applied,  out  of  the  rates,  to  the  second  poor,  in  satisfaction  of 
gift  monies;  but  the  particular  sums,  if  such  were  actually  given,  have  been  long 
ago  expended  by  the  parish. 


Exton. 
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PARISH  OF  H ALSE. 

Westcombe’s  Charity. 

liaise  % indenture,  dated  25th  March  1739,  between  Henry  Hancock,  of  the 

J ’ one  part;  and  Elizabeth  Wyne,  Robert  Blake,  and  others,  of  the  other  part; 

Westcomhe’s  reciting,  that  by  an  indenture  made  20th  March  then  instant,  between  Alexander 
Chanty.  Withers,  administrator  of  Alexander  Withers,  his  father,  of  the  first  part ; 

“■  ^ Susannah  Withers,  of  the  second  part ; and  the  said  Henry  Hancock,  of  the 

third  part ; the  said  Alexander  Withers  and  Susannah  Wither.s,  in  consideration 
of  200/.  had  assigned  unto  the  said  Henry  Hancock,  all  that  dwelling- 
house  formerly  in  the  possession  of  John  Hill,  deceased,  and  the  orchards, 
gardens,  &c.  thereunto  belonging,  containing  half  an  acre,  or  thereabouts ; 
one  close  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Kiln  Close,  containing  by  estimation  five 
acres ; one  other  close  or  parcel  of  ground,  commonly  called  the  Three 
Acres,  containing  by  estimation  three  acres ; a close  or  parcel  of  ground,  com- 
monly called  the  Little  Close,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  and  an  half ; 
a close  or  parcel  of  ground,  commonly  called  the  Little  Coppice,  and  one 
other  close  or  parcel  of  ground,  called  the  Great  Coppice,  both  containing 
by  estimation  four  acres,  or  thereabouts,  in  all  14  acres,  situate  in  Halse 
aforesaid,  at  a place  there  called  Common  Down ; to  hold  to  the  said  Henry 
Hancock,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  from  the  date  thereof,  for 
the  residue  of  a certain  term  of  1,000  years;  and  reciting,  that  the  said  200/. 
so  paid  by  the  said  Henry  Hancock  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  premises,  was 
money  formerly  given  by  the  will  of  one  Henry  Westcombe,  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  Halse,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish  j 
that  the  wall  of  the  said  Henry  Westcombe,  or  any  copy  thereof,  could  not  be 
found,  notwithstanding  diligent  search  had  been  made  for  the  same,  and  that  it 
could  not  with  certainty,  at  that  distance  of  time,  be  known  in  what  manner  the 
said  200/.  or  the  interest  thereof,  was  directed  by  the  said  will  to  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  poor,  save  only,  that  it  was  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of 
an  order  made  at  the  hearing  of  a cause  in  Chancery,  in  the  third  year  of  James 
the  Second,  between  John  Comer,  the  overseer  of  the  said  parish,  and  others, 
plaintiffs  ; and  Thomas  Westcombe,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  testator,  defendants ; 
touching  the  said  legacy  to  the  poor,  and  other  things ; that  John  Westcombe, 
one  of  the  defendants  in  the  said  cause,  was  to  see  to  the  disposal  of  the  said 
monies,  with  the  consent  of  the  churchwardens  and  the  overseers  of  the  said- 
parish,  but  that  no  mention  was  then  made  in  what  manner  the  said  money  was 
to  be  disposed  of ; and  reciting,  that  the  parishioners  of  Halse  had  agreed  to  lay 
out  the  said  200/.  in  the  purchase  of  the  before-mentioned  premises;  it  is 
witnessed,  that  Henry  Hancock,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  did  thereby 
bargain,  sell  and  assign  unto  the  said  Elizabeth  Wyne,  Robert  Blake  and  others, 
the  parties  of  the  second  part,  all  the  said  dwelling-house,  outhouses,  barns, 
gardens,  orchards,  and  the  several  closes,  pieces  and  parcels  of  land,  pasture 
and  coppice  ground ; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  for  all  the  residue  and  remainder  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  ye.ars, 
upon  trust,  that  they  should  from  time  to  time  demise  the  said  premises,  and 
should,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  churchw^ardens  and  overseers 
of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  if  they  should  tiiink  proper  to  join  in  the 
distribution  of  the  said  monies,  pay  and  distribute  the  clear  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  premises,  unto  and  amongst  such  poor  people  of  the  said  parish,  in  such 
manner  as  to  them  the  said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  his  or 
her  executors  and  administrators,  or  the  major  number  of  them,  should  seem 
most  to  stand  in  need  of  and  deserve  to  receive  such  charity,  and  should  enter 
in  a book  an  account  of  the  clear  yearly  produce  of  the  said  premises,  and  also 
of  the  names  of  such  persons  to  whom  the  money  should  be  so  given,  with  the 
accounts  to  each,  that  the  parishionei's  might  have  recourse  to  such  book,  to  be 
satisfied  how  and  to  whom  the  monies  were  so  distributed  ; and  it  was  thereby 
provided,  that  when  the  trustees  should  by  death  be  reduced  to  the  number  of 
three,  that  the  survivors  should  convey  the  premises  to  a sufficient  number  of 
others  of  the  most  able,  honest  and  substantial  inhabitants  or  owners  of  lands 
within  the  same  parish,  as  they  the  said  surviving  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or 
survivor  of  them,  his  or  her  executors  or  administrators  should  think  most  fit, 
upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

By  an  indenture,  made  29th  August  1781>  the  said  premises  were  conveyed 
by  the  surviving  trustees  to  George  Prior,  Robert  Blake,  and  others;  to  hold 

th^ 
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the  same  to  them,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  his  executors,  Halse. 

administrators  and  assigns,  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  term  of  1,000  years,  

upon  the  trusts  aforesaid.  ^ ^ ''^CharUy,^* 

By  an  indenture,  dated  26th  July  1820,  the  said  trust  premises  were  conveyed  continued. 

by  Robert  Baker,  the  surviving  trustee,  to  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Spencer,  clerk,  v. ^ v 

vicar  of  Halse  aforesaid ; William  Prior,  esquire  ; Edward  Prior,  esquire  ; Sir 
Thomas  Buckler  Lethbridge,  baronet ; John  Hancock,  Richard  Murford 
Hancock,  Richard  Donne,  Spiring  Spurway  Baker,  William  Bryant,  Francis 
Stook,  Robert  Merry,  and  William  Bond,  their  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  for  all  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  1,000  years,  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

The  said  last-mentioned  trustees  are  all  living. 

The  trust  premises,  which  consist  of  about  14  acres,  are  certain  inclosures 
adjoining  a common,  called  Common  Down,  and  are  well  known  to  the  parish. 

The  feoffees  let  and  dispose  of  the  lands,  which  are  now  held  by  a farmer  in 
the  neighbourhood  under  a lease  for  seven  years,  of  which  about  one  year  is 
expired.  It  is  all  arable,  except  about  two  acres  of  meadow.  The  rent  is  15/., 
the  tenant  being  under  covenant  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  the  lessors 
finding  materials.  The  land  is  but  of  inferior  quality,  and  the  rent  is  considered 
as  adequate. 

The  trustees  pay  the  rents  into  the  hands  of.the  churchwardens,  but  are 
consulted  in  the  selection  of  the  objects  of  relief.  A list  is  made  out  some 
time  before  the  money  is  distributed. 


Baker’s  Charity. 

There  is  a piece  of  arable  land,  consisting  of  about  four  acres,  in  the  parish  Baker’s  Charity, 
of  Halse,  near  the  church,  now  vested  in  trustees  for  the  second  poor  of  the 
same  parish  ; but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  known  when  this  land  was  given,  or 
by  what  instrument.  An  indenture,  however,  was  produced,  dated  26th  July 
1820,  whereby  Robert  Baker,  therein  described  as  the  surviving  feoffee,  granted 
and  conveyed  to  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Spencer,  clerk,  vicar  of  Halse,  and  the  other 
persons  therein  mentioned,  (being  the  same  trustees  as  in  the  last-mentioned 
indenture),  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  trust  premises  therein  contained  ; to  hold 
to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  such  uses  and  intents  as  the 
parishioners  of  the  said  parish,  or  the  greatest  number  of  them,  for  the  time 
being,  should  agree  to  be  most  convenient  and  necessary  for  the  poor  of  the 
said  parish  for  ever. 

The  trust  property  consists  of  about  four  acres  of  arable  land,  with  four 
cottages  and  gardens  at  a little  distance  therefrom. 

The  four  cottages  are  held  by  four  several  tenants  for  seven  years  each,  at 
rents  amounting  together  to  19/.  a year.  The  arable  land  is  let  for  8/.  105. 
for  the  same  term,  making  together  27/.  105.  which  is  added  to  the  before- 
mentioned  charity,  and  bestowed  in  the  same  manner. 

The  trustees  have  an  annual  meeting  to  review  the  distribution  which  has  been 
made,  and  to  provide  for  its  being  usefully  applied. 


PARISH  OF  tIAWKRIDGE. 

We  find  it  stated,  in  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  that  there  were  sundry  Hawkridge. 

small  sums  of  money  bequeathed  to  this  parish  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  

amounting  together  to  17 /.  15  5. ; but  nothing  is  now  known  of  these  sums,  and 
they  appear  to  have  been  long  lost. 

Robert  Baker’s  Charity. 

Robert  Baker,  by  his  will,  dated  7th  January  1728,  directed  405.  a year  to  be  Robert  Baker’s 
paid  out  of  certain  premises,  devised  by  him  to  the  parish  of  Exford,  to  the  use  of  Charity, 
the  poor  of  Hawkridge,  to  be  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time 
being,  with  the  approbation  and  direction  of  the  parson,  and  two  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  bestowed  in  the  warm  and  convenient  clothing 
of  such  poor  people,  not  having  parish  relief,  as  should  be  deemed  to  stand 
most  in  need  of  and  deserve  the  same.  The  will  of  Robert  Baker  will  be  found 
more  fully  set  out  among  the  charities  in  the  parish  of  Exford. 

The  parish  officers  of  Hawkridge  receive  this  money  from  the  tenant  of  the 
premises,  or  from  the  trustees  of  Exford  parish  ; and  the  same  appears,  by  the 
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overseers  account  book,  to  have  been  distributed,  every  year,  among  the  poor 
not  receiving  parochial  relief. 

The  Rev.  George  Portbury’s  Charity. 

No  copy  of  or  extract  from  the  will  of  the  Rev.  George  Portbury  could  be 
produced  to  us  ; but  he  appears  to  have  left  the  sum  of  16/.,  the  interest  thereof 
to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

This  money  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  William  Moggridge  Stawell, 
of  South  Molton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  as  the  representative  of  his  late  father, 
who  was  the  executor  of  the  son  of  the  donor.  The  annual  sum  of  12^.  as  the 
interest  of  the  said  money,  at  four  per  cent,  has  been  regularly  paid  by  the  above 
persons,  and  is  now  paid  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Stawell,  to  the  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  Hawkridge,  to  be  bestowed  by  them  on  the  second  poor.  We  find 
a regular  account  of  the  distribution  in  the  churchwarden’s  book,  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  relieved. 

According  to  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  Thomas  Stawell  left  a rent- 
charge  of  5s.  for  the  poor,  upon  premises  called  Marsh  Close,  in  this  parish ; 
but  his  property  in  the  premises  appears  to  have  been  leasehold,  and  his  interest 
to  have  expired,  so  that  the  payment  has  been  long  discontinued. 


PARISH  OF  HUISH  CHAMPFLOWER. 

Marsh’s  Charity. 

Richard  Marsh,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  20th  April  1781,  gave  10/.  to  be 
placed  out  at  interest,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  yearly,  at  Easter,  to  ten  poor  persons  not 
receiving  parish  pay. 

Another  sum  of  51.  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  John  Cruze,  but 
respecting  which  there  is  no  document  extant. 

These  two  sums  of  10/.  and  51.  appear  to  have  been  both  expended,  for- 
merly, upon  parish  objects,  so  that  for  a great  many  years  no  interest  has  been 
paid  for  them. 

PARISH  OF  KILVE. 

Alexander  Standfast’s  Charity. 

Upon  an  old  board  in  the  church  at  Kilve,  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

“ Alexander  Standfast,  at  his  death,  gave  6s.  Sd.  to  be  paid  by  his  land  at 
Lilstock,  to  poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish  of  Kilve.” 

There  is  no  other  document  in  the  parish  by  which  this  charity  is  recorded, 
nor  is  it  known  when  or  by  what  instrument  it  was  given  ; but  it  appears  by  the 
board  in  Holford  church,  which  parish  has  a similar  rent-charge,  that  the  date 
of  the  donation  is  l64S. 

The  land  subjected  to  this  payment  is  in  the  parish  of  Lilstock ; it  is  a small 
farm,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Robert  Thorne,  who  has  possessed  it  for  several 
years. 

Robert  Thorne  has  paid  the  6.?.  8 c?.  till  within  about  ten  years  ago,  but 
without  disputing  the  validity  of  the  charge,  or  his  own  liability,  has  from  that 
period  refused  to  pay  the  money.  He  has,  however,  appeared  before  us,  and 
pleaded  his  poverty  in  excuse  for  his  default,  promising  to  make  regular  pay- 
ments of  the  rent-charge  in  future. 

Houndrell’s  Charity. 

A gift  of  30  /.  to  this  parish  is  ascribed  to  a person  of  the  name  of  Houndrell. 
There  is  no  table  in  the  church  recording  this  charity;  but  the  churchwarden’s 
book,  beginning  with  the  year  1704,  contains  the  following  acknowledg- 
ments : — 

“ i8th  April  1759. 

“ Parish  ofl  I do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  heretofore  had  and  received  the  sum  of 
Kilve.  J 15/.  being  the  one  moiety  of  30/.  formerly  given  by  one  Houndrell  to  the 
poor  old  housekeepers  of  the  said  parish;  for  which  said  sum  of  15/.  and  the  interest  thereof, 
1 do  promise  to  be  accountable  to  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish  ; as  witness  my  hand, 

“ Witness,  John  Roy."  “ John  Curulitt.” 


Kilve. 
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" i8th  April  1759. 

“ Parish  of\  I do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  in  my  hands  the  sum  of  15/.  being  one 
Kilve.  J moiety  of  30 1.  formerly  given  by  one  Houndrell  to  the  poor  old  housekeepers 
of  the  said  parish;  for  which  said  sum  of  15/.  and  the  interest  thereof,  I do  promise  to  be 
accountable  to  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish  ; as  witness  my  hand, 

“ Witness,  Ann  Cunditt.”  “ II.  Sweeting.” 

In  virtue  of  these  undertakings,  Mr.  Cunditt  and  Mr.  Sweeting  appear  to 
have  made  their  respective  annual  payments  of  155.  for  several  years.  Mr.  Cunditt 
died  about  60  years  ago.  How  the  payment  of  his  part  was  made  good  for 
some  time  after  his  death  is  not  now  traceable ; but  it  is  well  recollected  in 
the  parish,  that  Mr.  Henry  Sweeting,  and  Mr.  John  Sweeting,  the  son,  for  many 
years  back  continued  to  pay  the  whole  interest  of  the  30/.  being  30  5.  In  the 
year  before  his  death,  Mr.  John  Sweeting  paid  the  305.  to  the  overseers  ; but 
since  Mr.  Sweeting’s  death,  his  representatives  have  hesitated  to  make  this 
payment,  for  want  of  their  liability  being  satisfactorily  shown  ; but  since  the 
commencement  of  our  inquiry,  the  above  acknowledgements  having  been  found 
in  the  church  book,  and  shown  to  the  executors,  they  have  admitted  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Henry  Sweeting ; and  upon  hearing  the  above  testimony  of 
the  overseers,  as  to  the  payment,  have  agreed  to  satisfy  the  claims  ofthe  parish 
in  respect  of  this  charity. 


Houndrell’s 

Charity, 

continued. 


PARISH  OF  KILTON. 


James  Houndrlll’s  Charity. 

Mr.  James  Houndrell  is  said  to  have  given  a sum  of  20  /.  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  ; but  there  is  nothing  to  show  with  certainty  at  what  time  or  in  what 
manner.  The  parish,  however,  have  had  the  benefit  of  it  many  years. 

This  sum  appears  to  have  been  lent,  in  four  equal  portions,  to  four  several 
inhabitants  of  the  parish,  who  have  paid  interest  for  it  j but  one  of  the  portions 
having  been  lent  to  a man  of  the  name  of  Levershaw,  many  years  ago,  who  died 
insolvent,  must  be  considered  as  lost.  The  interest  of  the  15  /.  has  been  regu- 
larly received  ; which  sum  is  now  outstanding,  on  three  several  loans  of  5 /.  each, 

to  John  Govett,  Inman,  and  John  Jenkins,  without  any  security  beyond 

their  own  personal  undertaking  and  acknowledgment.  These  persons  pay  an 
interest  of  four  percent,  which  they  distribute  themselves;  but  it  is  intended  to 
apply  for  the  payment  of  the  principal,  and  invest  the  same,  so  as  to  bring  it 
under  the  management  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 


Kilton. 


James  Houndrell’s 
Charity. 


PARISH  OF  LILSTOCK. 


Alexander  Standfast’s  Charity. 

Tlie  third  part  of  a pound,  given  by  Alexander  Standfast,  as  mentioned  under 
the  head  of  Kilve  and  Holford,  was  also  given  to  the  parish  of  Lilstock,  to  be 
applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  Robert  Thorne,  as  before  mentioned,  is  the  occupier  of  the  land,  and  as 
such,  has  undertaken  to  make  the  payments  regular  in  future. 


Lilstock. 


Alexander  Stand 
fast’s  Charity. 


PARISH  OF  MONKSILVER. 


James  Withycombe’s  Gift. 

We  could  find  no  document  respecting  the  above  donation ; but  it  appears, 
that  James  Withycombe,  about  the  year  1752,  left  10/.  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  ; the  interest  to  be  distributed  in  bread. 

John  Dibble,  the  executor  to  the  said  testator,  paid  the  interest  of  this 
money  during  his  life ; and  since  his  death,  his  son  and  executor,  William 
Dibble,  who  now  holds  it,  has  paid  four  per  cent  for  it. 

The  churchwardens  and  overseers  lay  the  interest  out  in  bread,  on  Christmas- 
day,  for  the  poor ; and  a list  of  the  persons  benefited  under  the  charity,  is 
entered  in  the  churchwardens  book. 

The  parish  has  also  50/.  now  vested  on  the  security  of  the  Minehead  turn- 
pike trust,  which  can  be  traced  to  no  particular  source.  This  they  have  long 
treated  as  general  parish  property. 

Rep,  15.  3 L 4 


Monksilver. 


James  Withy- 
combe’s  Gilt. 


452  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

PARISH  OF  NETTLECOMBE. 

Stock  Money  for  the  Poor. 


Nettlecombe. 


Stock  Money  for 
the  Poor. 


There  is  a sum  of  40 1.  in  the  hands  of  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  composed  of  the 
following  gifts : — 


£.  s.  d. 


John  Trevelyan,  esq.  and  T.  Trevelyan,  his  son  - - . _ . 

Mrs.  Mary  Botcher  or  Butler  - --  --  --  - 

Rev.  Edward  Milbome,  to  be  lent  to  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  annually, 
on  good  security,  in  sums  not  exceeding  40s.  nor  less  than  10  s.  without 
any  interest 

Elizabeth  Churchey,  widow  - 
Rev.  Bartholomew  Doble  - 

Thomas  Tarr,  for  setting  the  able  poor  to  work 

Edith  How,  widow  - 


2 - - 
2 10  - 


10  - - 

2 10  - 

2 - - 

10  - - 

- 10  - 


Poor’s  stock,  particulars  unknown,  but  given  since 

- 

- 

- 

29  10  - 
10  10  - 

£. 

40  - - 

The  principal  sum  has  been  lent  out  formerly  to  different  persons,  on  their 
securities,  and  the  books  record  the  regular  receipt  and  application  of  the 
money  for  a great  many  years.  Sir  John  Trevelyan  has  always  paid,  and  still 
pays,  five  per  cent. 

The  interest  has  usually  been  laid  out  in  clothes  by  the  churchwardens,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  minister,  for  the  time  being. 


PARISH  OF  EAST  QUANTOXHEAD. 

Gifts  of  Mr.  Houndrell,  Edmund  Pugsley,  Henry  Hawkes, 

AND  John  Fultham. 

East  Quanto.xhead.  We  could  find  no  documents  in  the  parish  respecting  the  gifts  of  the  above 
G^aTof  donors;  but  the  churchwardens  informed  ns,  that  M.r. Hoiindr'eU,  above  a century 
Mr.  Houndrell  and  back,  gave  the  Slim  of  20/.;  a Mr.  Pugsleij,  at  some  distant  period,  gave  5/.; 
others.  a Mr.  Henry  Hawkes,  about  30  years  ago,  the  sum  of  100/.;  and  Mr.  John 

Fultham,  about  seven  years  ago,  another  sum  of  100/.  The  interest  of  each  of 
these  sums  has  always  been  treated  as  distributable  among  the  second  poor  of 
the  parish. 

For  many  years  these  charities,  as  they  came  to  the  parish,  were  suffered  to 
depend  upon  the  responsibility  of  private  persons,  to  whom  they  were  lent  at 
at  interest ; but  in  the  year  1819  they  were  all  called  in,  and  invested  together  in 
the  three  per  cent  consols,  producing  a capital  in  that  fund  of  336/.  9^.  10</. 
standing  in  the  names  of  four  trustees,  viz. ; William  Leigh,  Thomas  Burcher, 
Thomas  Jenkins,  and  John  Bartholomew.  The  churchwardens  receive  the 
interest,  which  is  a little  above  10  /.,  through  the  bank  at  Taunton  ; and  by 
them  it  is  laid  out  in  warm  clothing  for  the  poor,  every  year,  about  Christmas, 
lists  being  kept  of  the  persons  relieved. 

The  churchwardens  book  contains  no  account  of  this  distribution  ; but  we 
have  been  promised  that  regular  entries  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  shall 
in  future  be  made  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 


PARISH  OF  WEST  QUANTOXHEAD. 
Dr.  Lucas’s  Charity. 


West  Quantoxhead. 

Dr.  Lucas’s 
Charity, 


The  only  document  extant  in  the  parish  with  respect  to  this  charity,  is 
a memorandum,  dated  21st  January  1777»  contained  in  the  parish  poor  book,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  30/.  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  Gateliill, 

churchwarden 
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churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  parish  of  Quantoxhead,  the  interest,  at  five 
per  cent,  to  be  paid  and  distributed  to  such  of  the  poor  as  did  not  receive  relief 
monthly,  or  other  constant  relief  of  the  parish,  agreeably  to  the  will  of  the 
donor,  the  late  Dr.  Lucas,  of  Wells,  who  bequeathed  the  same.— 6th  April 

1756. 

The  30^.  was  applied  to  parish  purposes,  and  has,  in  consequence,  been 
treated  as  a perpetual  incumbrance  upon  the  parish,  being  satisfied  out  of  the 
rates. 

Thirty  shillings  in  reference  to  this  gift,  is  distributed  on  Saint  Thomas’s- 
day,  to"  a number  of  poor  persons,  in  small  sums,  from  1 s.  to  2 s.,  who  are 
not  upon  the  parish  pay.  The  will  of  Dr.  Lucas  has  been  searched  for  without 
success. 


PARISH  OF  RADDINGTON. 

The  Gifts  of  William  Yeandall  and  others. 

All  that  we  could  find  respecting  these  gifts,  is  contained  in  a memorandum 
in  the  overseer’s  book,  to  the  following  effect : — 

“ A legacy  of  20  s.  given  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  by  William  Yeandall,  of 
Upton,  lately  deceased,  and  to  be  added  to  the  3 /.  1 5.  which  is  in  the  parish 
stock  already,  and  to  be  turned  over  from  overseer  to  overseer,  and  the  interest 
to  be  paid  by  the  overseer,  as  has  hitherto  been  paid,  yearly,  at  Easter.” 

Which  memorandum  is  signed  by  the  rector,  with  three  other  names. 

The  book  is  dated  1741,  and  the  memorandum  occurs  in  an  early  part  of  it. 

The  other  sums  alluded  to  in  the  memorandum,  making  together  SI.  I5.,  are 
not  traceable  to  any  origin  ; but  the  rates  have,  for  a great  many  years,  been 
made  responsible  for  the  interest  thereof,  the  principal  being  considered  as 
passing  from  overseer  to  overseer,  and  always  kept  in  hand. 


There  is  also  a bequest  of  4 /.,  of  which  there  is  the  following  memorandum, 
in  the  churchwarden’s  book,  in  the  account  for  the  year  1784  to  1785  : — 

“ A legacy  of  4/.,  given  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  by  George  Davy,  at 
Kingston,  lately  deceased,  and  to  be  turned  over  from  churchwarden  to  church- 
warden, and  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens,  at  Easter,  to  four 
labouring  men,  as  the  parishioners  shall  think  proper,  1 s.  each.” 

To  which  several  names  of  the  inhabitants  are  subscribed. 

The  interest  of  these  several  sums  together,  making  85.,  are  divided  among 
the  poor  of  the  parish  at  Easter,  to  such  as  appear  to  want  it  most. 


PARISH  OF  SAMFORD  BRETT. 

There  is  a sum  of  40/.,  called  the  Poor’s  Money,  which  has  been  from  time 
beyond  memory,  in  the  possession  of  this  parish.  It  has  always  been  lent  to 
some  substantial  person,  on  his  giving  his  note  of  hand  for  it. 

It  is  supposed  that  this  40/.  was  composed  of  gifts  of  persons  whose  names 
are  not  now  with  certainty  known.  The  money  has  been  for  some  years  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Slocombe,  a proprietor  of  land  in  the  parish,  who  has  regularly 
paid  interest  for  the  same,  at  4^  per  cent . Mr.  Slocombe’s  note  of  hand  is  in 
the  church  coffer. 

The  interest  is  laid  out  in  canvas,  and  given  to  the  most  deserving  poor,  at  an 
annual  meeting. 


3 M 
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PARISH  OF  SKILLGATE. 

Thomas  White’s  Gift. 

Thomas  White,  late  of  Skillgate,  by  his  will,  dated  27th  June  1732,  gave  to 
the  use  of  the  poor  people  of  Skillgate,  a rent-charge  of  20  s.,  out  of  his 
tenement  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Haynes  Down,  alias  Goodman’s  Down, 
situate  in  Skillgate  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  for  the  time 
being,  who  should  be  owner  or  owners  of  his  messuage  or  tenement,  called 
Court  Place,  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  the  same  in  buying  clothes,  woollen  or 
linen,  for  the  said  poor  people,  or  to  distribute  the  same  in  money,  amongst  so 
many  poor  labouring  and  ancient  people,  having  no  relief  from  the  parish,  as 
the  owners  of  the  tenement  or  farm,  called  Court  Place,  for  the  time  being, 
should  think  most  fit  and  proper,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  for  ever. 

No  payment  has  been  made  on  account  of  this  charity  for  many  years  past. 
The  present  proprietor  of  both  Court  Place  farm  and  Haynes  Down,  which 
now  makes  a part  of  the  same  farm,  is  Mr.  Francis  Merson,  of  South  Molton, 
in  Devonshire. 

There  are  two  other  sums  of  'JL  10.S.  and  12/.  10^.,  mentioned  as  having 
been  given  to  the  poor,  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I7S6  ; but  no 
such  charities  are  now  in  operation,  and  nothing  appears  to  be  known  of  them 
in  the  parish. 

PARISH  OF  STOGUMBER. 

CHARITY  LAND  AT  BISHOPS  LYDEARD. 

The  Charities  of  John  Blake  and  others. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  25th  December  1722,  made  between  John  Daw, 
therein  described,  of  the  one  part;  and  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  of Nettlecombe, 
in  the  said  county,  bart.,  George  Musgrave,  esq.,  Thomas  Rich,  esq.,  James 
Cade,  esq.,  John  Cridland,  John  Doble,  the  Rev.  Richard  Lux,  vicar  of 
Stogumber,  Alexander  Glasse,  and  Richard  Blake,  churchwardens  of  the  said 
parish,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  JoJrn  Blake,  of  the  parish  of  Stogumber, 
by  his  will,  dated  5th  November  I716,  did  give  and  bequeath  to  the  poor 
people  of  the  parish  of  Stogumber,  the  sum  of  100/.,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  James  Cade  and  John  Cridland,  both  of  the  said  parish,  to  be  by  them  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance,  in  the  name  or  names  of  such 
person  or  persons,  as  the  then  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish 
should  approve  of ; and  that  his  will  was,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  such 
purchased  lands  should  be  laid  out  in  the  clothing  of  such  poor  people,  for 
ever ; and  reciting  also,  that  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Stogumber,  had  then  in 
stock  the  further  sum  of  182/.  IO5.,  which  made  up  in  all  the  full  sum  of 
282/.  IO5.  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  George  Musgrave, 
Thomas  Rich,  James  Cade,  John  Cridland,  and  John  Doble,  being  desirous  for 
the  better  security  of  the  said  monies,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Stogumber 
aforesaid,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish,  and  also  by  the  nomination  and  approbation  of  Richard  Lux,  vicar 
of  Stogumber  aforesaid,  and  of  the  above-mentioned  churchwardens,  had  agreed 
with  the  said  John  Daw  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands  and  tenements  thereafter 
mentioned ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Daw,  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  100/.,  paid  by  the  said  James  Cade  and  John  Cridland,  to  William  Slape, 
the  mortgagee  therein  mentioned,  by  the  direction  of  the  said  John  Daw,  being 
for  the  legacy  given  to  the  poor  of  Stogumber,  by  the  will  of  the  said  John 
Blake,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  a further  sum  of  57  /•  IO5.  to  the  same  William  Slape 
paid,  being  also  the  poor’s  money  of  the  said  parish,  and  paid  to  him  the  said 
William  Slape,  by  the  like  direction,  in  full  discharge  of  his  mortgage,  and  of 
the  further  sum  of  125/.,  making  up  the  full  sum  of  282/.  IO5.,  the  purchase 
money,  the  said  John  Daw  did  thereby  grant,  release  and  conhrm  unto  the  said 
Sir  John  Trevelyan,  and  the  said  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  all  that  tene- 
ment commonly  called  Five  Acre  Tenement,  of  Old  Auster,  consisting  of  two 
messuages  and  20  acres  of  land  meadow  and  pasture,  situate  in  the  manor  and 
parish  of  Lydeard  Episcopi,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  comprising  the  following 

])arcels. 
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parcels,  viz.  ; the  curtilage,  garden  and  orchard,  containing  half  an  acre ; 
the  Home  Close,  containing  three  acres  and  a half ; the  close  called  the  Close, 
without  the  garden,  containing  two  acres  and  a half ; a close  called  Foot-land, 
containing  one  acre  ; a close  called  Bennies,  containing  two  acres  and  a half ; 
two  closes,  called  Knowles,  containing  two  acres ; a close,  called  Crosland, 
containing  one  acre  ; a close,  called  Broad  Croft,  containing  two  acres  and 
a half ; a close,  lying  on  the  north  side  of  Broad  Croft,  containing  one  acre ; 
a close,  called  Ryeland  or  Herland,  containing  two  acres  and  a half ; a close, 
called  Westerwood  Mead,  containing  three  rods,  and  the  Home  Mead,  contain- 
ing one  rod  ; to  hold  all  the  said  premises  to  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Sir  John 
Trevelyan,  and  the  said  other  persons  of  the  second  part,  subject  to  the  several 
trusts,  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  poor  of  Stogumber,  for  ever, 
in  manner  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz. ; in  the  first  place,  that  the  said 
James  Cade  and  John  Cridland,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  should  receive  from  the  tenant  in  possession  of  the  said  premises,  one- 
third  part  of  the  net  rent  thereof,  to  be  by  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  yearly, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  for  the 
time  being  of  the  said  parish  of  Stogumber,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  laid  out 
towards  the  clothing  of  such  poor  people  of  the  same  parish,  for  ever,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  of  the  said  will ; and  as  to  the  other  two  parts  of  the  net 
rents  of  the  said  premises,  the  same  should  be  yearly  received  by  the  said  Sir 
John  Trevelyan,  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  be  by  them, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  overseers  and  churchwardens 
of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being,  distributed  to  and  amongst  the  poor  of 
the  said  parish  of  Stogumber,  as  they  should  think  proper  and  convenient. 

No  conveyance  of  the  trust  premises  has  been  made  since  the  deed  above 
abstracted,  but  the  same  must  be  considered  as  vested  in  Sir  John  Trevelyan, 
who  is  the  heir  at  law  of  the  surviving  trustee,  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  party  to  the 
aforesaid  deed. 

The  trust  property,  which  appears  to  have  been  preserved  without  loss  or 
alienation,  is  called  Tethell  Farm  or  Kiffts,  and  contains  20  acres.  It  is  let 
and  managed  at  present  and  has  been  so  for  many  years  by  the  parish  officers. 
The  last  lease  was  for  7 or  14  years,  dated  29th  November  1815,  by  which  the 
rent  of  23/.  was  reserved.  This  rent  is  now  considered  as  below  its  real  value, 
but  it  was  let  at  an  unfavourable  time.  When  the  lease  expires  it  is  expected 
that  much  more  will  be  made  of  it. 

The  whole  rent  is  now  applied  in  clothing  and  blankets,  principally  in  the  last 
mentioned  articles,  which  are  dealt  out  to  the  poor,  according  to  their  turns,  by 
rotation,  without  regard  to  the  distinctions  of  character,  but  it  has  been  under- 
taken in  future  to  confine  these  bounties  to  the  more  respectable  part  of  the 
poor, — such  as  endeavour  by  their  own  industry  to  live  independently  of  the 
parish. 


Annuity  of  ^.10,  arising  out  of  Lands  in  Old  Cleeve. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  30th  August  I676,  between  Nicholas  Lacy,  of  the 
one  part ; Sir  John  Sydenham,  of  Combe  Sydenham,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
baronet,  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  of  Nettlecombe,  in  the  said  county,  baronet,  and 
others,  therein  mentioned  and  described,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the 
Lady  Sydenham,  William  Lacy,  esq.,  George  Trevelyan,  esq.,  John  Sweeting, 
George  Huish,  and  several  other  persons,  out  of  their  charitable  dispositions 
towards  the  poor  people  of  Stogumber,  did  give  the  sum  of  210/.,  to  be  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  an  annuity  or  rent-charge,  to  be  for  ever  employed  for  the 
benefit  and  use  of  the  said  poor  and  needy  people ; and  reciting,  that  Ely 
Halsnets,  of  Old  Cleeve,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  others,  therein  men- 
tioned, did  by  their  indenture  of  lease,  dated  lOth  June  1658,  for  continuing 
the  charitable  intentions  of  the  said  several  persons  named  in  the  schedule 
annexed,  and  in  consideration  of  210/.,  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
Sir  John  Sydenham,  and  the  said  other  persons  of  the  second  part,  an  annuity 
or  yearly  rent-charge  of  10/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  closes  of  meadow  and 
pasture  thereafter  following,  viz. ; Heart  Mead,  Broad  Piece,  Water  Leat,  Head 
Land,  Metland  Knapp,  Bottom  Piece,  and  Three  Acres,  alias  Hibbett,  all 
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situate  in  Billbrook,  within  the  parish  of  Old  Cleeve  ; to  hold  the  same  to  and 
to  the  use  of  them,  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  to  pay 
the  same  on  the  25th  day  of  December,  at  the  church  porch  of  the  pari.sh 
church  of  Stogumber,  for  the  relief  and  sustenance  of  such  poor  and  needy 
people,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  was  in  the  said  indenture  of  lease  declared 
" and  expressed ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  annuity  had  become  vested  in  the 
said  Sir  George  Sydenham,  William  Lacy,  Lewis  Sweeting,  Robert  Dashwood, 
and  John  Street,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  by  right  of  survivorship ; and  that 
they  had  conveyed  the  same  to  the  said  Nicholas  Lacy,  upon  trust,  to  reconvey 
the  .same  as  tlierein  mentioned  ; it  is  witnessed,  that  the  said  Nicholas  Lacy, 
in  discharge  of  the  said  trust,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  churchwardens  of 
Stogumber,  did  thereby  assign  the  said  annuity  of  10/.  unto  the  said  Sir  John 
Sydenham,  and  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  and  the  said  other  persons,  of  the  second 
part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever  ; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  with  the  several 
powers  and  remedies  for  the  recovery  thereof,  upon  trust,  that  the  same  might 
for  ever  be  by  them,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and 
assigns  of  such  survivor,  disposed  of  and  applied  to  and  for  the  use  of  and 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Stogumber. 

This  rent-charge  has  not,"any  more  than  the  poor’s  land  above  mentioned, 
been  transferred  to  new  trustees,  but  the  churchwardens  receive  the  annuity 
regularly  from  the  proprietor  of  the  lands  charged,  and  distribute  the  same  as 
in  the  former  case. 

As  Sir  John  Trevelyan  is  the  heir  at  law  of  the  surviving  trustee  of  both  the 
above  descriptions  of  trust  property,  and  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  above  deeds 
restricting  the  power  of  renewing  to  any  certain  number,  a conveyance  is 
intended  to  be  made  by  Sir  John  Trevelyan,  for  vesting  the  trust  property  in 
new  trustees,  to  be  selected  with  the  approbation  of  the  minister  and  parish 
officers. 

The  Almshouse. 

There  is  an  almshouse  in  the  parish  of  Stogumber,  supposed  to  have  been 
founded  by  some  of  the  Sydenham  family,  who  were  formerly  the  great 
pro])i  ietors  in  the  parish,  but  it  is  not  with  certainty  known  to  whom  this 
foundation  is  to  be  ascribed.  The  almshouse  furnishes  accommodation  for  six 
poor  widows,  and  is  endowed  with  a rent-charge  of  15/.  a year,  supposed  also  to 
have  been  granted  by  some  of  the  Sydenham  family,  and  which  at  present  issues 
out  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  called  Coombe  Sydenham,  or  more  properly 
perhaps  out  of  two  pieces  of  ground,  part  of  that  estate,  known  by  the  name  of 
Utchenels.  The  proprietor  of  Coombe  Sydenham  is  owner  also  of  Utchenels, 
and  pays  1 s.  a week  to  each  of  the  six  poor  women  living  in  the  almshouse,  who 
are  also  placed  there  by  the  owner  of  the  lands  above  mentioned. 


PARISH  OF  NETHER  STOWEY. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Cooke,  late  rector  of  Spaxton,  by  his  will,  dated  19th  July 
1709,  directed  and  appointed  his  trustees,  therein  named,  to  pay  or  cause  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  said  lands  31.  yearly,  to  the  minister,  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey,  for  the  time  being,  to  be 
by  them  bestowed  in  bread,  and  weekly  and  proportionably  distributed  during 
the  said  term  of  1,000  years  to  such  poor  inhabitants  of  Stowey  aforesaid,  as  are 
known  to  have  lived  an  honest,  civil  and  laborious  life,  and  constantly  resorted 
to  the  said  parish  church  to  hear  divine  service. 

The  lands  charged  with  this  payment  lie  at  Stogursey,  and  are  now  part  of  an 
estate  belonging  to  Mrs.  Yorke,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Yorke,  late  vicar 
of  Spaxton.  Mrs.  Yorke  pays  the  31.  a year  regularly  to  the  churchwardens, 
who  distribute  the  same  in  bread,  annually,  about  Christmas,  to  the  old  and 
inhrm  poor  who  regularly  attend  their  parish  church. 


Gifts 
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Gifts  of  Charles  Seynings,  Mr.  Dyer,  Jane  Walker,  and  Nether  Stowey. 

Mary  Marshall.  . 

Outs  ot 

Church  Table. — “ 29th  September  1689  *•  Charles  Seynings,  of  Holnicot,  Charles  Seynings 
esquire,  hath  given  unto  the  poor  of  Nether  Stowey  the  sum  of  10  to  be  put  others, 

to  interest,  and  the  profits  thereof  to  be  annually  and  equally  distributed,  by  ^ 

the  mutual  consent  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  his  said  farm,  and  overseers  of 
the  parish,  upon  the  5th  day  of  November,  for  ever,  unto  two,  three,  four  or 
six  poor  widowers  or  widows,  that  do  not  receive  any  weekly  relief.” 

“ Mr.  Dyer  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  20/.,  and  Mrs.  Walker  the  sum  of 
10/.,  which,  with  10/.  given  by  Charles  Stenings,  esquire,  has  been  heretofore 
laid  out  in  part  of  the  purchase  of  a tenement  in  this  parish,  called  Dudley,  out 
of  which  said  tenement  the  interest  of  the  above  sums  of  money,  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent,  is  to  be  paid  annually  by  the  occupier  into  the  hands  of  the  mi- 
nister, churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  by  them 
according  to  the  respective  wills  of  the  donors,  for  ever.” 

The  above  church  table  seems  to  have  been  ineorrect,  in  attributing  the  10/. 
solely  to  Mrs.  Walker,  as  it  appears  by  the  old  parish  books,  that  this  10/.  was 
composed  of  two  sums  of  51.  each,  given  by  Mrs.  Jajie  Walker  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Marshall,  two  sisters. 

With  the  above-mentioned  sums,  augmented  to  100/.  by  the  sum  of  60/. 
parish  money,  a piece  of  land  in  the  parish,  called  Dudley  Meadow,  consisting 
of  about  seven  acres,  was  purchased  in  the  year  17O8. 

Dy  an  indenture,  dated  l6th  December  I7O8,  between  John  Grove,  of  the 
one  part ; and  Gregory  Syndercombe  and  Edward  Dyer,  both  of  Nether 
Stowey,  of  the  other  part ; it  is  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
100/.  the  said  John  Grove  granted  and  confirmed  unto  the  said  Gregory 
Syndercombe  and  Edward  Dyer,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  messuage  or  tene- 
ment, with  the  appurtenances,  called  Dothelhay,  otherwise  Dudley,  with  the 
hereditaments  thereto  belonging,  containing  in  the  whole  by  estimation  seven 
acres,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey  aforesaid ; to  hold  the  same  to 
them,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  in  trust,  that  they,  and  the  survivor 
of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivor,  should  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times  thereafter,  permit  and  suffer  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  to 
receive  the  rents  of  the  said  premises,  and  let  the  same,  and  should  from  time 
to  time  convey  and  dispose  thereof  to  such  person  or  persons,  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  said  trustees,  or  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever,  to 
and  for  such  uses  and  trusts  as  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being,  should 
direct  and  appoint. 

It  being  understood  that  40/.  out  of  the  consideration  money  was  composed 
of  the  above-mentioned  gifts,  an  annual  sum  of  40 .s.  was  given  to  the  second 
poor,  in  reference  to  the  same.  This  continued  to  be  the  practice  as  long  as 
the  income  of  the  lands  was  equal  to  about  five  per  cent ; but  in  the  year  1811, 
the  lands  were  let  to  greater  advantage,  and  since  that  time  the  parish  has  de- 
termined upon  appropriating  two-fifths  of  the  produce  towards  the  objects  of 
the  above  respective  donations,  treating  the  remaining  three-fifths  as  their  own 
general  parish  fund,  and  applying  the  same  in  aid  of  their  rates. 

The  land  for  some  time  past  has  been  let  at  12/.  IO5.  per  annum,  which  is 
said  to  be  a fair  rent. 

This  money  has  generally  been  distributed  in  small  sums  from  3^.  to  '^s.  and 
8s„  according  to  a list  made  out  of  the  persons  considered  proper  objects  by 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  who  show  it  to  their  minister,  for  his 
approbation. 

The  Dudley  meadow  has,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made  to  the  com- 
missioners of  taxes,  on  behalf  of  the  poor  .of  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey,  been 
exonerated  from  the  land-tax. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Stephens’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  RicJmrd  Stephens,  vicar  of  Nether  Stowey,  by  his  will,  dated  The  Rev. 

5th  February  1790,  amongst  other  things,  directed,  that  the  executors  in  his  Rich^d  Stephens  s 
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Nether  Stowey.  Said  will  named  should,  within  six  months  after  his  decease,  invest  in  some  of 

the  public  funds  the  sum  of  100/.  in  the  name  of  the  ministers  of  the  parish 

, churches  of  Nether  Stowey,  Stogursey  and  Spaxton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
Chariw  other  name  or  manner  as  they  should  think  proper,  or  be  advised 

continued.  the  better  to  carry  his  intention  into  execution,  (that  is  to  say) ; that  the 

' ^ interest  thereof  should  be  from  time  to  time  paid  to  the  ministers  for  the  time 

being,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  the  expense  of  the  Sunday  school  already 
established,  or  that  should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  established  in  the  said 
parish  of  Nether  Stowey,  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  the  children  of 
poor  indigent  persons  of  or  resident  in  the  said  parish,  in  reading,  and  the  duties 
of  the  Christian  religion  ; but  in  case  no  such  Sunday  school  should  be  kept  in 
the  said  parish,  for  want  of  contributions  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,  then 
his  will  was,  and  he  directed,  that  they  the  said  ministers,  or  the  major  part  of 
them  for  the  time  being,  should,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  in  every  year,  give 
and  distribute  the  interest  and  dividends  of  the  said  100/.  from  time  to  time, 
unto  such  and  so  many  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Nether 
Stowey,  not  under  the  common  relief  or  alms  of  the  said  parish,  as  they  the  said 
ministers,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being,  should  in  their  discretion 
think  the  most  worthy  and  deserving  of  the  second  class  of  poor,  giving  the 
preference  to  widows  and  widowers. 

There  is  a Sunday  school  in  Nether  Stowey  parish,  at  which  from  forty  to 
fifty  of  the  children  of  the  poor  usually  attend  to  be  instructed. 

This  sum  was  invested  in  the  names  of  the  ministers  of  the  several  above 
mentioned  parishes,  in  the  four  per  cents,  which  were  paid  off,  and  the  balance, 
after  paying  for  the  power  of  attorney,  being  98/.  18  5.  6 c?.  was  at  the  time  of 
our  inquiry  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  of  the  present  vicar  of  the  parish,  but  it 
was  intended  to  be  invested  in  the  3 per  cent  consols. 

This  is  added  to  the  fund  raised  by  subscription  I'n  the  parish  for  the  support 
of  the  Sunday  school  and  weekly  school,  which  has  been  increased  by  some 
small  legacies  hereafter  mentioned. 

The  weekly  school  takes  in  the  children  of  the  neighbouring  parishes,  making 
the  usual  number  there  about  130,  who  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic. 

Jenkins  Buller’s  Charity. 


Jenkins  Buller’s  Jenkins  Bullev,  by  his  will,  dated  20th  September  179’!,  among  other  bequests 
Chanty.  gave  towards  the  support  of  the  Sunday  school  establishment  in  Nether  Stowey, 
the  sum  of  105.  6c?.  per  annum,  to  be  paid  by  his  executor,  yearly,  so  long  as  the 
institution  should  continue. 

And  he  also  gave  the  like  sum  of  IO5.  6d.  per  annum,  towards  the  support  of 
a benefit  society,  or  poor  man’s  club,  then  lately  established  in  the  said  parish, 
to  be  likewise  paid  by  his  executor,  yearly,  so  long  as  the  said  benefit  society 
should  continue  undissolved. 

The  executor  is  Thomas  Poole,  esquire,  of  Nether  Stowey,  who  carries  both 
these  charities  into  effect  by  regular  payment  of  the  sums  so  directed. 


Thomas  Landsey’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Landsey’s  Thomas  Landscy,  by  his  will,  dated  l6th  August  1801,  gave  to  Thomas  Poole, 
Charity.  and  his  nephew,  William  Landsey,  their  heirs,  executors,  &c.  the  sum  of  100  /.  on 
trust,  that  they  should  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  any  lawful  way,  so  as 
to  produce  a permanent  annual  income,  according  to  the  discretion  of  his  said 
trustees,  and  should  receive  the  interest  and  profits  to  arise  therefrom,  and  pay 
one  half  thereof  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens 
for  the  time  being  of  the  said  parish  of  Nether  Stowey,  to  be  by  them  disposed 
of  annually,  unto  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Nether  Stowey,  not  having 
received  parochial  relief  during  the  year  preceding,  as  they  should  think  most 
deserving,  and  should  pay  the  other  half  of  the  said  interest  and  profits  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Over  Stowey,  to  be  by  them  in  like 
manner  disposed  of,  according  to  their  discretion,  among  the  same  description 
of  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish. 

This 


Somerset.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  459 

This  sum  was,  soon  after  the  death  of  the  testator,  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  Nether  Stowey. 
3 per  cent  consols,  producing  in  that  stock  166 1.  135.  4rf.,  the  interest  of  which,  ~~ 

r amounting  to  5 /.  a year,  is  distributed  according  to  the  direction  of  the  donor,  '^'c^harity 
2/.  105.  beingpaid  to  the  parish  officers  of  Over  Stowey,  and  the  remainder  dis-  continued. 

tributed  among  the  necessitous  poor,  by  the  ministers  and  churchwardens  of  ' — — ^ 

this  parish. 

< William  Poole’s  Charity. 

William  Poole,  of  Nether  Stowey,  by  his  will,  dated  19th  March  1809,  gave  william  Poole’s 
to  Thomas  Poole  and  John  Poole,  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns.  Charity, 
the  sum  of  50/.  upon  trust,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  parish  of  Nether  Stowey,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  lay  out  the  same  on  some  security  at  interest,  and 
from  time  to  time  to  alter  and  change  such  securities  as  occasion  should  require, 
and  to  pay  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof,  or  otherwise,  with  such  consent 
and  approbation  as  last  mentioned,  to  employ  and  dispose  of  the  said  principal 
sum  of  501.  in  and  towards  the  maintenance  or  support  of  any  such  school  or 
schools  already  established,  or  which  should  at  any  time  or  times  thereafter  be 
established  in  the  parish  of  Nether  Stowey,  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  inha- 
bitants of  the  same  parish  ; and  he  charged  the  said  legacy  on  his  personal 
estate  only,  not  on  any  messuage,  tenements  or  hereditaments. 

This  501.  has  been  deposited  by  the  executors  in  the  Quantocks  saving  bank, 
producing  an  interest  of  4 per  cent. 

The  interest  is  added  to  the  fund  above  mentioned,  for  the  support  of  the 
weekly  and  Sunday  schools. 


PARISH  OF  WINSFORD. 


George  Joyce’s  Charity. 

George  Joyce,  by  his  will,  dated  7th  May  1652,  devised  an  estate,  situate  at 
Winsford,  to  certain  persons  named  trustees  therein,  for  the  benefit  of  the  second 
poor  of  three  parishes  therein  named  ; viz.  Winsford,  Cutcombe,  and  Wootton 
Courtney ; the  net  rent,  after  deduction  for  repairs,  &c.  to  be  equally  divided 
between  them. 

[See  this  will  set  out  in  the  Report  of  the  Parish  of  Wootton  Courtney,  in 
the  Carhampton  Hundred.] 

The  trustees  consist  of  fifteen,  when  the  number  is  full,  that  is  to  say ; five  for 
each  of  the  parishes  interested  in  the  charity.  By  the  last  conveyance  for  the 
renewal  of  the  trustees,  the  number  was  completed,  but  one  is  since  dead. 

The  land  was  last  let  by  the  trustees  for  a term  of  seven  years,  about  five  of 
which  are  now  to  come.  The  present  lessee  is  Thomas  White,  who  holds  at  the 
rent  of  38  /.  which  is  usually  reduced  by  some  outgoings.  The  amount  received 
by  each  parish,  last  year,  was  10/.  19  -s.  4 d. 

The  share  of  Winsford,  is  distributed  by  the  trustees  for  the  same,  among 
the  second  poor  of  that  parish,  according  to  a list  previously  made  out,  of  the 
persons  considered  to  be  the  most  proper  objects  of  relief,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  together  with  2/.  55.  Od.  being  the 
interest  of  the  sum  of  58/.  I65.,  made  up,  as  it  is  supposed,  of  several  small  gifts 
to  the  parish,  the  origin  of  which  cannot  now  be  traced.  This  money  has  for 
many  years  been  lent  out  by  way  of  investment,  to  some  of  the  parishioners, 
upon  their  promissory  notes,  with  interest. 


Winsford. 


George  Joyce’s 
Charity. 


Thomas  Stawell’s  Charity. 

There  is  also  a further  charity  belonging  to  this  parish,  the  gift  of  Thomas  Thomas  Stawell’s 
Staicell,  being  a rent-charge  of  15  5.  a year,  to  be  issuing  out  of  his  property  Charity, 
called  Knaplock  estate,  which  annual  sum  is  paid  by  the  proprietor,  and  distri- 
buted in  like  manner. 
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PARISH  OF  WITHYPOOL. 

Withypool.  In  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  several  small  sums  are  said  to  have  been 

V 1- ^ given  to  this  parish,  and  at  one  time  to  have  been  consolidated,  for  which  an 

interest  was  paid  of  2 4 ; but  the  fact  appears  to  be,  that  the  whole  amount 

was  expended  in  lieu  of  a poor’s  rate  in  1779,  and  probably  for  some  years 
afterwards,  some  such  annual  sum  by  way  of  interest,  may  have  been  paid  out 
of  the  poor  rate,  but  no  such  payment  is  now  made. 

Another  sum,  said  to  have  been  given  by  James  Hill^  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a mere  legacy  of  a gross  sum,  and  consequently  no  longer  existing. 
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COUNTY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


Parish  of  Arreton: 

Series  gift. 

Card’s  gift. 

Mann’s  gift. 

Pope’s  gilts. 

Parish  of  Brading : 

Sir  William  Oglander’s  gift. 
Knight’s  gift. 

Howe’s  gift. 

Card’s  gift. 

I’arish  of  Brixton : 

Rev.  Noel  Dighy’s  school. 
Parish  of  Carisbrooke : 

Church  lands. 

' Lord  Hunsdon’s  gift. 

Serle’s  gift. 

Lost  gifts  of  Rosse  and  Dore. 

Parish  of  Chale  : 

School. 

Parish  lands. 

Parish  of  Freshwater : 

Urry’s  gift. 

Gifts  of  Dr.  Culm  and  others. 
Holmes’s  gift. 


Parish  of  Gatcombe : 

School. 

Parish  half  acre. 

Parish  of  Godshill : 

Grammar  school. 

Card’s  gift  to  the  poor. 
Annuity  of  io/.  for  eight 
poor  widows. 

Parish  of  Newchurch: 

Davis’s  gift. 

Card’s  gift. 

Dillington’s  gift. 

William  Bowles’s  gift  to 
the  poor. 

School. 

Parish  of  Newport : 

Grammar  school. 

Mann’s  gift. 

Lower  or  Worsley’s  Alms- 
house, including  Kent’s 
and  Roman’s  gifts. 

Upper  Almshouse. 

Card’s  gift. 

W arland’s  gift. 

Bowles’s  gift. 

Ruffin’s  gift. 

Poor's  land. 

Girls  charity  school. 


Parish  of  Niton  : 

Gifts  of  Weekes,  Pittis,  and 
others. 

Parish  of  North  wood ; 

Mann’s  gift. 

Smith’s  gift. 

Cole’s  gift. 

Parish  of  St.  Helens  : 

Bell-croft. 

Card’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Shorwell : 

Miss  Bull's  gift,  and  Ben- 
net’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Whippingham  : 

Mann’s  gift. 

Cole’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Whitwell : 

King’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Yarmouth  : 

Lord  Holmes’s  gift. 

General  Charity  t 

Duncanson’s  gift. 


1 

PARISH  OF  ARRETON. 


Serle’s  Gift. 

William  Serle,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1st  January  1592,  bequeathed 
100 1.  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  lands  or  otherwise,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Arreton,  where  he  was  born,  to  continue  for  their 
relief  within  the  said  parish,  for  a yearly  comfort  for  them  in  remembrance  of 
the  giver. 

It  is  understood,  that  this  legacy  was  laid  out,  with  a small  addition,  made  by 
the  parishioners,  in  the  purchase  of  a farm  in  Arreton,  called  Staines  ; but  it  is 
stated,  that  there  are  no  documents  in  the  parish  relating  thereto. 

The  farm  consists  of  a barn  and  about  40  acres  of  land,  let  to  James  Small, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  9,51.  to  which  it  was  reduced  in  1822,  from  30/. 
The  present  is  considered  a fair  rent,  the  land  being  poor.  Out  of  this  rent, 
some  expenses  are  occasionally  incurred  for  the  repairs  of  the  barn,  which  in 
the  last  six  years  have  amounted  to  9/.,  and  5s.  is  allowed  to  the  tenant,  when 
he  pays  his  rent.  The  residue,  with  the  amount  of  some  small  charities, 
hereinafter  mentioned,  amounting  to  91.  per  annum,  is  laid  out  at  different 
periods  of  the  year,  when  it  is  most  required,  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  which 
is  distributed  at  the  church,  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the  parish.  An  account 
is  kept  of  the  application  of  these  charities,  in  a book  provided  for  that 
purpose.  This  account  was,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry.  May  1825,  made  up  to 
Easter  1824,  at  which  time  there  appeared  to  be  a balance  in  hand  of  26/.  I85. 
In  the  spring  of  1825,  between  18/.  and  I9/.  was  distributed  in  bread;  but 
the  accounts  had  not  been  entered,  because  the  rents  due  at  Michaelmas  1824, 
had  not  been  received  from  the  tenant,  so  that  in  fact,  the  bg,lance  at  Easter 
1825,  was  only  about  8/. 
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Arreton. 

Serle’s  Gift. 
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Card’s  Gift. 

Richard  Gard,  of  Princelade,  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch,  by  his  will,  bearing 
date  14th  August  IG17,  gave  30s.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor  people  of  Gods- 
hill  and  Newchurch,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  lands  and  tenements,  called  Bridge 
House,  lying  in  Nettlestone  and  Westbrooke,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Helens, 
which  he  purchased  of  Richard  Earlsman  and  John  Earlsman,  out  of  which 
tenement,  and  32  acres  of  land  thereunto  belonging,  he  gave  20^.  towards  the 
relief  of  the  poor  people  of  Newchurch,  for  ever;  and  IOj.  yearly,  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor  people  of‘  Godshill,  to  be  paid  by  his  heirs  or  their  assigns,  to  the 
use  of  the  said  poor  people,  at  Christmas. 

He  also  gave  30s.  yearly,  for  ever,  out  of  his  lands,  in  Blackpan  and  Yle- 
yards ; IO5.  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Newport,  10^.  to  the  poor  of 
Brading,  and  10  5.  to  the  poor  of  Saint  Helens,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  tenement, 
and  52  acres  of  land  called  Blackpan  and  Yleyards,  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  to 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  said  poor  people,  by  his  heirs  or  their  assigns,  on  All 
Saints  day. 

He  also  gave  205.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor  people  of  the  cathedral  church 
of  Winton,  and  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Arreton  ; 10  s.  thereof,  yearly, 
to  the  poor  of  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  lands  in  Princelade,  Branstone  and 
Reir,  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch,  and  out  of  his  lands  near  to  West  Nunwell, 
in  the  parish  of  Brading,  (in  another  part  of  the  will,  called  his  lands  at  Nun- 
brook,  in  West  Nunwell),  to  be  paid  yearly  by  his  heirs,  or  their  assigns,  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  people  of  Arreton  and  Winton,  on  All  Saints  day. 

He  also  gave  51.  yearly,  for  ever,  out  of  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Nettle- 
stone,  Westbrook,  Blackpan,  Yleyards,  West  Nunwell,  Princelade,  Branstone 
and  Rell,  to  the  use  and  for  the  maintenance  of  an  usher,  to  teach  children  in 
the  free  school  of  Godshill,  as  more  particularly  mentioned  in  our  account  of 
that  school,  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  Report. 

He  also  gave  200/.  for  a stock,  to  remain,  for  ever,  in  the  hands  and  custody 
of  his  heirs  and  executors,  for  the  use  of  poor  impotent  people,  of  the  four 
parishes  of  Godshill,  Newchurch,  Brading,  and  Saint  Helens,  and  the  city  of 
Winton,  and  towards  maintaining  an  usher  in  the  free  school  of  Newport,  upon 
condition,  that  his  heirs  and  executors,  or  their  assigns,  should  pay  yearly,  out 
of  the  said  200/.,  51.  to  the  following  uses;  205.  to  the  poor  of  Godshill;  IO5. 
to  the  poor  of  Newchurch  ; 10 5.  to  the  poor  of  Brading  ; IO5.  to  the  poor  of 
Saint  Helens;  IO5.  to  the  poor  of  Winton  ; and  405.  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  usher,  in  the  free  school  of  Newport : Provided,  that  if  the  magis- 

trates or  governors  of  the  free  school  of  Newport,  or  the  four  parishes  and  the 
city  of  Winton,  should  trouble  his  heirs,  executors,  or  their  assigns,  or  by  any 
means  sue  to  recover  the  said  200/.  stock,  more  than  the  yearly  rent  of  51.  or 
security  for  the  same,  that  lu;  had  given  to  the  poor  and  the  free  school,  the 
said  200/.  stock,  and  the  said  yearly  rent,  should  be  utterly  void. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  22d  January  1639>  between  Richard  Gard,  of 
Blackpan,  nephew  of  the  said  Richard  Gard,  deceased,  Thomas  Lale  and  Thomas 
Moth,  of  the  one  part;  and  Sir  Henry  Worsley  and  others,  of  the  other  part; 
reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Gard,  deceased,  had  amongst  other  things, 
bequeathed  200/.  to  remain  as  a stock,  towards  the  payment  of  the  several 
annuities  of  5/.  per  annum  to  the  usher  of  the  school  of  Godshill;  of  30  5. 
per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Godshill ; of  IO5.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Brading ; 
of  IO5.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Saint  Helens  ; of  10  5.  per  annum  to  the  poor 
of  Newport ; of  IO5.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Arreton  ; of  10  5.  per  annum  to 
the  poor  of  the  city  of  Winton,  and  of  IO5.  to  the  poor  of  the  cathedral  thereof; 
the  said  Richard  Gard,  party  thereto,  Thomas  Lale  and  Thomas  Moth,  in  con- 
sideration of  140/.  parcel  of  the  said  sum  of  200/.  paid  by  Peter  Gard,  the  elder, 
granted  to  the  said  Sir  Henry  Worsley  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent- 
charge  of  9 /•  10 5.  issuing  out  of  a messuage  or  tenement,  called  Blackpan  and 
Breach,  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  and  the  lands  called  YJeyards,  Gallihome  and 
Langley,  in  the  parishes  of  Brading,  Newchurch  and  Freshwater,  a messuage  or 
tenement  in  West  Nunwell,  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  a messuage  or  tenement 
called  Gagestill  Acre,  alias  Cagestill,  and  a parcel  of  land  called  Smythe’s  Croft, 
containing  two  acres,  a parcel  of  land  called  the  Church  Acre,  containing  one 
acre,  all  situate  in  Princelade  and  Branstone  field,  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch, 
upon  trust,  to  pay — 
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To  the  usher  of  the  free  school  at  Godshill  - 
To  the  poor  of 

To  the  poor  of  Brading  - . - - 

— St.  Helens  - 
— Newport  - 
— Arreton  - - - - 

— City  of  Winton  - - 

— Cathedral  of  Winton 


10 
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10 

10 

10 
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By  indenture,  bearing  date,  8th  March  1640,  between  the  said  Richard  Gard, 
the  nephew,  of  the  one  part ; and  Edward  Dennis  and  others,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Gard,  of  Princelade,  deceased,  bequeathed  200/., 
to  be  and  remain,  for  ever,  as  a stock  or  maintenance,  towards  the  payment  of  the 
several  annuities  of  40^.  per  annum  to  the  usher  of  the  free  school  at  Newport,  of 
30  s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Newchurch ; of  105.  per  annum 
to  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Helens ; and  of  1 05.  per  annum  to  the  poor 
people  of  the  parish  of  Brading;  it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Richard  Gard,  in 
consideration  of  60/.  parcel  of  the  said  200 /.given  as  aforesaid  to  him,  paid  by  Peter 
Gard,  the  elder,  granted  to  the  said  Edward  Dennis,  and  the  other  parties,  of  the 
second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  4/.  10.5.  to  be  issuing  out  of 
his  messuage  or  tenement,  called  Bridge  House,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Helens, 
and  out  of  all  the  land  thereunto  belong,  to  the  uses  thereinafter  expressed,  that 
IS  to  say ; 


To  tlie  usher  of  the  free  school  of  Newport 
To  the  poor  of  Newchurch  - - - - 
To  the  poor  of  Saint  Helens  - - - - 
To  the  poor  of  Brading 


£. 


£. 
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d. 


2 — — 
l 10  - 

- 10  - 
- 10  - 

410- 


Arreton. 

Card’s  Gift, 
continued. 


according  to  the  directions  of  the  will  of  the  said  Richard  Gard,  the  uncle, 
upon  trust,  that  the  said  parties,  of  the  second  part,  should  yearly,  after  the 
receipt  of  the  said  4/.  IO5.  pay  the  same  in  manner  aforesaid  ; with  a power  of 
appointing  new  trustees,  upon  the  death  of  any  six  of  those  then  appointed,  to 
be  nominated  by  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  mayor  of 
Newport,  and  the  churchwardens  of  Newchurch,  for  the  time  being. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  donor,  by  his  will,  gave  for  the  respective  uses 
aforesaid,  several  annuities,  amounting  to  14/.,  of  which  305.  per  annum  was 
charged  upon  one  estate,  305.  upon  another  estate,  205.  upon  a third,  51.  upon 
all  the  three  estates,  and  5 1.  per  annum  was  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  a sum  of 
200/. 

In  the  settlement  made  by  the  nephew  of  the  testator,  annuities  to  the  same 
amount  in  the  whole  are  charged  upon  land,  part  thereof  amounting  to  4/.  IO5. 
upon  the  tenement  mentioned  in  the  will,  called  Bridgehouse,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Helens,  and  the  remainder  upon  other  lands,  some  only  of  which  appear 
to  be  mentioned  in  the  will.  These  rent-charges  are  granted  without  any 
apparent  reference  to  the  particular  estates  charged  with  the  respective  annuities 
by  the  donor;  and  the  sum  of  200/,,  in  respect  of  which  he  gave  annuities  to 
the  amount  of  51.,  is  paid  to  his  nephew,  as  the  consideration  for  the  whole 
settlement. 

Of  the  several  annuities  above-mentioned,  some  are  regularly  paid ; but  with 
respect  to  others,  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  trace  of  payment. 
The  estates  charged  therewith  have  been  divided,  and  different  portions 
thereof  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  different  proprietors ; and,  as  we  find  that 
some  of  thb  present  owners  claim  under  persons  who  purchased  their  lands, 
subject  only  to  particular  payments,  it  is  probable,  that  at  some  distant  period, 
the  whole  of  the  rent-charges  were  apportioned  for  the  convenience  of  pur- 
chasers, according  to  an  arrangement  amongst  themselves  ; but  in  making  such 
apportionment,  it  would  appear,  that  the  parties  have  occasionally  transferred 
an  annuity  from  the  lands  charged  therewith  by  one  of  the  deeds,  to  part  of 
the  lands  mentioned  in  the  other.  Presuming  that  the  lands  were  effectually 
charged  with  these  several  payments  by  the  respective  indentures  of  1639  and 
1640,  we  apprehend  that  the  proprietors  could  never  legally  discharge  any  part 
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of  them  from  the  burthens  to  which  they  were  made  liable.  The  annuities, 
however,  which  are  now  received,  have  been  paid  for  so  great  a length  of  time 
from  the  same  lands,  and  those  which  have  not  been  received  have  been  so 
j long  discontinued,  that  we  conceive  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  establish- 
ing the  rights  of  the  parishes  interested  in  these  gifts  strictly,  according  to  the 
ancient  deed  of  settlement,  or  in  fixing  the  owners  of  the  lands,  respectively 
charged  by  those  deeds,  with  any  further  liability,  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
annual  sums  which  are  paid  thereout  at  the  present  time. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  enumerate  the  particidar  sums  mentioned  in  the 
donor’s  will,  and  to  state  from  whom  such  as  are  now  paid  are  received. 

To  the  poor  of  Arreton,  the  yearly  sum  of  10 5.,  5s.  whereof  is  paid  by  Sir 
William  Oglander,  as  the  owner  of  a field  at  West  Nunwell,  in  the  parish  of  trad- 
ing, called  Nunbrook,  which  was  conveyed  by  James  Gwynne  and  others,  in 
1730,  to  Sir  John  Oglander,  bart.  free  from  incutnbrances,  except  the  yearly 
payments  of  5s.  to  the  poor  of  Arreton,  and  10 5.  to  an  usher  of  the  free 
school  at  Godshill,  and  the  other  5 s.  by  William  Thatcher,  esquire,  the  owner 
of  a farm  called  Princelade,  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch. 

To  the  poor  of  Brading,  20.9.  of  which  IO5.  is  paid  by  John  White,  esquire, 
the  owner  of  a farm  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  formerly  called  Blackpan,  but 
now  called  Merry  Gardens,  in  respect  of  which  estate  the  other  payments  are 
made  by  him  which  are  hereinafter  specified.  We  can  find  no  trace  of  the 
payment  of  the  remaining  10.s.  given  to  this  parish. 

To  the  usher  of  Godshill  school  51.,  whereof  4/.  is  paid  by  the  above  men- 
tioned John  White,  esquire  ; the  further  sum  of  IO5.  is  paid  by  Sir  William 
Oglander,  as  charged  upon  Nunbrook ; and  the  remaining  IO5.  by  William 
Thatcher,  esquire,  the  owner  of  Princelade. 

To  the  poor  of  Godshill,  30^.  paid  by  John  White,  esquire,  as  above 
mentioned. 

To  the  poor  of  Newchurch  305.  whereof  20  5.  is  also  paid  by  John  White, 
esquire,  and  10 5.  by  William  Thatcher,  esquire,  as  the  owner  of  Princelade. 

To  the  poor  of  Newport  10  5.,  also  paid  by  John  White,  esquire. 

To  the  usher  of  Newport  school  405.  charged  by  the  indenture  of  16 10, 
on  the  Bridgehouse  estate,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helens.  Nothing  is  paid  on  this 
account. 

To  the  poor  of  St.  Helens  205.,  whereof  IO5.  was  charged  by  the  indentures 
of  1639,  on  the  several  lands  therein  mentioned,  and  IO5.  was,  by  the  other 
indenture,  charged  on  the  Bridgehouse  estate,  and  the  land  thereto  belonging. 
The  latter  10 5.  is  paid  by  Sir  William  Oglander,  as  owner  of  an  estate  at  West- 
brook, in  which  place  the  Bridgehouse  estate  is  described  in  the  will  as  being 
situate  ; but  nothing  is  paid  on  account  of  the  former  IO5.  The  estate  at 
Westbrook  was  sold  to  Sir  John  Oglander,  in  I766,  free  from  incumbrances, 
except  IO5.  yearly,  payable  to  the  poor  of  St.  Helens. 

To  the  poor  of  the  cathedral  of  Winchester,  and  of  the  city  of  Winchester, 
2O5.  charged,  by  the  indenture  of  1639,  on  the  lands  therein  mentioned- 
Nothing  is  paid  on  this  account. 

A statement  of  the  application  of  such  of  the  above-mentioned  sums  as  are 
now  paid,  is  given  under  the  heads  of  the  different  parishes  to  which  they 
respectively  belong. 

In  the  parish  of  Arreton  the  sum  of  IO5.  is  received  by  the  churchwarden.s, 
and  carried  to  the  same  account,  and  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  income 
derived  from  Serle’s  gift,  above-mentioned. 

Mann’s  Gift. 

John  Mann,  esquire,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  31st  January  IG88,  gave  to 
Sir  Robert  Dillington,  of  Kingston,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  bart.  Sir  William 
Stephens,  of  Barton,  in  the  same  Isle,  knight,  and  Thomas  Urry,  of  Gatcombe, 
gentleman,  and  their  heirs,  a fee-farm  rent  of  46/.  issuing  out  of  the  pastures 
called  Nobbs,  and  the  meadows  called  Northings,  Sidings,  and  Marsiiallings, 
in  Sheriff  Hutton,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  trust,  that  the  same  (the  necessary 
expenses  being  deducted)  should  be  paid  to  or  received  by  the  minister,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  parish  of  Arreton, 
and  should  be  by  them,  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  land-owners,  within  the 
said  parish,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  laid  out  and  disposed  of,  in  the  first  place. 
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for  the  maintenance,  education  and  setting  up  in  the  world  of  poor  orphans ; 
and  after  that,  of  other  poor  children  there;  and  after  that,  for  the  maintenance 
and  provision  of  poor,  ancient,  lame  and  impotent  people  within  the  said  parish, 
and  not  otherwise. 

He  also  gave  to  the  same  trustees  a fee-farm  rent  of  53/.  I65.  ^d.  issuing  out 
of  the  manor  of  Overton,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  be  paid  to  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  Newport,  and  a fee-farm  rent  of  43/.  15.?.  4r/.  issuing  out  of  the 
Grange  of  Lazenby,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  be  paid  to  the  minister,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  parishes  of  Whippingham  and  Northwood,  as  will 
be  more  particularly  stated  in  subsequent  parts  of  the  present  Report. 

And  he  directed,  that  the  several  parties  to  whom  the  said  fee-farm  rents 
were  to  be  paid,  should  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  every  year,  in  the  month  of  April,  true  accounts  of  the 
receipt  and  employment  of  the  said  rents,  and  should  cause  the  accounts  to  be 
kept  where  the  trustees  and  justices  of  the  peace  might  have  recourse  to 
examine  them. 

All  these  fee-farm  rents  appear,  from  the  testator’s  will,  to  have  been  pur- 
chased by  him,  in  I672,  of  Francis  Lord  Hawley  and  others,  trustees  for  the 
sale  of  fee-farm  rents. 

In  1805,  the  Rev.  William  Croskell,  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  received 
from  William  Fitzherbert  Brockholes,  esquire,  and  Mary  his  wife,  a power  of 
attorney,  to  receive  these  fee-farm  rents,  in  which  Mrs.  Brockholes  is  described 
as  being  the  daughter  and  heir  at  law  of  Elizabeth  Fleneage,  late  of  Newport, 
widow,  deceased,  who  was  the  niece  and  heir  at  law  of  Thomas  Urry,  of  New- 
port, esquire,  who  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  the  before-mentioned 
Thomas  Urry,  of  Gatcombe,  who  was  the  survivor  of  the  trustees  under  the 
will  of  John  Mann.  The  rents,  after  deductions  for  land-tax,  are  now  trans- 
mitted by  Messieurs  Swann,  Clough  and  Co.  of  York,  as  Mr.  Croskell’s  bankers, 
to  Thomas  Sewell,  esquire,  of  Newport,  solicitor,  and  by  him  paid  over  to  the 
parties  respectively  entitled  to  receive  them.  Previously  to  the  fee-farm  rents 
being  received  by  Mr.  Croskell,  they  were  transmitted  through  Mr.  Fonquette, 
who  was  then  steward  to  Mrs.  Heneage,  and  some  charges  were  then  made  and 
deducted  from  the  rents,  for  the  receipt  of  them  in  Yorkshire,  and  the  payment 
of  them  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Since  they  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Croskell, 
and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Sewell,  the  only  charge  has  been  a small  sum  for 
postage. 

The  fee-farm  rent  of  46/.  per  annum,  given  to  the  parish  of  Arreton,  amount- 
ing, after  a deduction  of  95  45.  for  land-tax,  to  36/.  I65.  is  paid  by  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  as  the  owner  of  the  pastures  and  meadows  in  Sheriff  Hutton,  charged 
therewith,  and  is  paid  by  Mr.  Sewell  to  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish. 

From  the  year  1784,  when  the  accounts  produced  to  us  of  this  charity  com- 
mence, a part  of  the  income  appears  to  have  been  applied  in  the  payment  of 
a schoolmaster’s  salary,  and  the  residue  was  till  within  a few  years  expended 
in  putting  out  apprentices,  and  in  the  distribution  of  money  to  old  and  impotent 
persons  of  the  parish.  The  last  distribution  of  this  nature  was  in  1815,  and  in 
1818  two  boys  were  placed  out  apprentices.  Since  that  period  the  whole  receipts 
have  been  applied  for  the  education  of  poor  children. 

There  is  now  paid  yearly  to  a schoolmaster,  ^5/.  the  same  salary  having  been 
allowed  for  this  purpose  from  the  year  1811,  and  a schoolmistress  receives 
a salary  of  8/.  out  of  the  residue  of  the  income.  The  children  are  also  supplied 
with  books.  In  respect  of  these  salaries,  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress 
instruct  all  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  parish,  who  make  application  for,  that 
purpose. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  donor,  by  his  will,  directs  that  his  gift  should  be 
disposed  of,  in  the  first  place,  for  the  maintenance,  education,  and  setting  up 
in  the  world  of  poor  orphans ; but  no  peculiar  advantage  is  now  given  to 
orphans,  all  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  being  admitted  to  the  schools,  and 
the  whole  income  being  applied  for  the  support  of  those  schools,  so  that  if  an 
orphan  applied  to  be  placed  out  as  an  apprentice,  there  would  be  no  fund  for 
the  purpose. 

The  present  mode  of  disposing  of  the  income  of  the  charity  took  place,  in 
consequence  of  a resolution,  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  minister,  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  and  other  principal  land-owners  of  the  parish,  in  1819  ; and  the 
jjround  upon  which  this  meeting  proceeded  was,  that  since  the  establishment 
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of  the  house  of  industry  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  orphans  had  been  sent  there, 
and  placed  out  apprentices  at  the  age  of  14,  and  that  there  were  not  any,  or 
very  few,  applications  on  the  part  of  orphans  to  be  apprenticed  out  of  the  funds 
of  this  charity.  It  is  further  stated,  that  since  the  date  of  this  resolution  no 
such  application  has  been  made,  and  that  the  number  of  orphans  belonging  to 
the  parish  is  very  small. 

The  accounts  have  been  regularly  kept,  and  from  the  year  I784  they  have 
always  been  signed  by  the  clergyman,  and  allowed  by  two  magistrates  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 

At  Lady-day  1825,  there  was  a balance  in  hand  of  15/.  7-J- 

Pope’s  Gifts. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  John  Pope  gave 
to  this  parish  a rent-charge  of  10 5,.  vested  in  Edward  Roberts ; and  that  John 
Pope,  in  I78I,  gave  to  the  poor  thereof  a rent-charge  of  1/.,  vested  in  Henry 
Roach. 

The  rent-charge  of  IO5.  is  paid  by  William  Ash  Hills,  in  respect  of  a farm 
in  the  parish  of  Arreton,  belonging  to  him,  called  Horringford  ; and  the  rent- 
charge  of  1 /.  is  paid  by  Mr.  Henry  Roach,  out  of  a farm  called  Redway,  in 
the  same  parish,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Roach,  of  Sandown,  and  the  respective  heirs 
of  her  two  sisters,  the  said  Henry  Roach  and  John  Pope  Gibbs. 

These  rent-charges  are  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  are  carried  to 
the  same  account,  and  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  income  arising  from 
Serle’s  gift.  


PARISH  OF  BRADING. 

Sir  William  Oglander’s  Gift. 

Sir  William  Oglander^  of  Westdean,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  knight,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  3d  May  I6O8,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Can- 
terbury in  1609,  reciting,  that  his  late  wife,  on  her  death-bed,  entreated  him  to 
grant  her  leave  to  give  to  the  poor  people  of  Brading  parish  10  /.,  to  the  end  that 
some  yearly  pension  of  inheritance  might  be  bought  with  the  same,  for  the 
continued  relief  and  sustentation  of  them ; and  that,  forasmuch  as  his  desire 
was,  that  the  poor  of  that  parish  should  have  some  better  relief  than  could  be 
bought  with  that  10/.,  he  did,  therefore,  by  his  deed,  give  to  the  poor  of  that 
parish,  towards  the  relief  and  sustentation  of  them,  one  yearly  pension  or  rent- 
charge  of  6 /.  per  annum,  for  ever,  to  be  paid  them  out  of  his  farm  of  Small- 
brook,  directed  that  this  pension  or  rent- charge  should  be  bestowed  on  the  poor 
of  Brading  parish,  in  manner  and  form  following,  (that  is  to  say);  that  2s. 
weekly  should  be  bestowed  on  bread,  and  that  the  same  bread  should,  every 
Sabbath-day,  at  or  before  morning  prayer,  be  bought  and  set  on  or  near  his 
grandfather’s  tomb-stone,  being  betwixt  the  chancel  and  the  southern  aisle  of 
the  church  of  Brading  aforesaid ; and  that  the  same  bread,  as  soon  as  morning 
prayer  should  be  ended,  should  be  given  and  bestowed,  by  the  discretion  of  his 
heirs,  upon  twelve  or  thirteen  poor  people  of  the  same  pai  ish,  such  as  his  heirs 
should  think  most  fit  to  receive  the  same;  and  that  the  other  16^.  which  should 
be  remaining  should  also  be  bestowed  upon  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  either 
in  money  or  bread,  at  Christmas,  Ascension-day,  and  Whit  Monday. 

In  respect  of  this  gift,  instead  of  the  weekly  distribution  of  bread  directed 
by  the  donor,  twelve  loaves  of  bread,  of  the  value  of  S^d.  each,  are  distributed 
every  calendar  month  amongst  as  many  poor  widows  of  the  parish  of  Brading, 
at  the  expense  of  Sir  William  Oglander,  baronet,  as  the  owner  of  the  farm  called 
Smallbrook,  which  is  situate  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch,  and  the  widows,  as 
vacancies  occur  in  the  list  by  death  or  marriage,  are  nominated  by  him. 

We  are  informed,  that  in  the  time  of  the  late  Sir  William  Oglander,  the  dis- 
tribution was  altered  to  its  present  form,  having  previously  consisted  of  twelve 
four-penny  loaves,  given  every  fortnight.  The  annual  amount  of  the  present 
distribution  is  5/.  2 5.,  but  there  has  not  been  any  specific  application  of  the 
remaining  18  5.  of  the  rent-charge  of  61.,  and  indeed,  the  particulars  of  the 
gift  were  not  known  previously  to  the  time  of  our  investigation,  there  not 
being,  as  far  as  we  could  learn,  any  copy  of  this  donor’s  will  in  the  possession 
either  of  Sir  William  Oglander  or  the  jiarishioners  of  Brading  ; but  a voluntary 
distribution  of  bread,  which  was  annually  made  at  Christmas  by  the  late,  and 


Knight’s  Gift. 
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has  been  continued  by  the  present  Sir  William  Oglancler  to  the  poor  of  Brading,  Brading. 
together  with  a donation  of  beef,  may  have  been  originally  considered  as  covering  \^iam 
the  residue  of  the  rent-charge  not  accounted  for  by  the  distribution  to  the  OgiLdeVs^Gift, 
widows.  It  will  be  more  correct  in  future,  that  the  residue  should  be  disposed  continued. 
of  on  the  days  and  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  donor.  ' ^ 

Knight’s  Gift. 

jRtkard  Knight^  of  Landguard,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  esquire,  by  his  will, 
bearing  date  21st  August  I7IO,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter- 
bury in  1721,  gave  to  six  aged  poor  men  of  the  parish  of  Brading,  one  great 
coat  and  a pair  of  breeches  a-piece,  to  be  delivered  to  them  respectively  in  the 
month  of  October,  yearly,  for  ever,  each  coat  and  breeches  not  to  exceed  1 /.  5 s.. 
per  man,  and  not  to  be  given  to  one  man  two  years  together,  and  to  be  issuing^ 
and  payable  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  farm,  thereinafter  mentioned,  which 
he  charged  therewith,  the  said  men  to  be  nominated  by  his  heirs  or  their, 
assigns ; and  he  also  gave  to  six  aged  poor  widow  women  of  the  said  parish  of 
Brading,  one  twelvepenny  loaf  a-piece,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month, 
for  ever,  to  be  issuing  and  payable  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  said, 
farm,  thereinafter  mentioned,  which  he  charged  therewith ; and  he  thereby 
directed,  that  the  list  of  such  aged  poor  women  should  from  time  to  time  be 
made  or  approved  of  by  his  heirs  or  their  assigns,  whereby  each  woman  might 
have  the  same  for  her  life,  unless  his  heirs  or  their  assigns  should  see  good  cause 
to  alter  the  same;  and  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  them  respectively,  his  said 
heirs  or  their  assigns,  should  nominate  one  other  aged  poor  woman  of  the  said 
parish  to  be  added  to  the  said  list,  instead  of  the  said  person  so  dying  or  to  be 
changed  as  aforesaid  ; and  he  thereby  directed,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  his 
farm,  called  Lee  Farm,  with  the  messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments  thereunto 
belonging,  situate  within  his  manor  of  Landguard,  then  in  the  possession  of 
Richard  Daw,  should  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  such  sums  as  should  be 
necessary  and  convenient  for  the  raising  and  paying  off  the  charges  of  the  said 
coats,  breeches,  and  bread,  as  the  same  should  become  due  ; and  he  thereby 
appointed  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Brading  aforesaid, 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  tmstees  for  ever,  for  the  asking,  demanding  and 
receiving,  from  the  proprietors,  occupiers  or  possessors  of  the  said  farm,  the 
said  several  charities  by  him  thereinbefore  given,  and  granted  to  the  said  trustees 
full  power  and  authority  to  distrain  for  nonpayment  thereof. 

The  farm  called  Lee,  is  now  the  property  of  Arthur  Atherley,  esquire.  In 
respect  of  the  former  part  of  this  donation,  each  of  six  poor  men  of  this  parish 
receives  annually,  about  Christmas,  a jacket  and  a pair  of  trowsers,  of  the  value 
of  1 /.  4 5.,  being  thus  I5.  less  than  the  amount  limited  for  each  poor  man  by 
the  donor,  which  are  paid  for  by  Mr.  Atherly’s  agents.  This  clothing  is  given 
to  different  objects,  in  each  year,  nominated  by  Sir  William  Oglander,  who,  we 
are  informed,  is  the  heir  at  law  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  donor,  the  poorest  and  those 
having  the  largest  families,  being  selected. 

In  respect  of  the  latter  part  of  the  donation,  six  shilling  loaves  are  given 
every  calendar  month  to  as  many  poor  widows  of  the  parish,  who  continue  to 
receive  the  same  during  their  lives,  if  they  remain  unmarried.  Vacancies  in 
their  number,  as  they  occur,  are  filled  up  by  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  who  is  the 
tenant,  under  Mr.  Atherley,  of  the  farm  called  Lee,  and  one  of  the  present 
churchwardens  of  Brading,  and  who  pays  for  the  bread  thus  provided. 

How’s  Gift. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  state,  that  Edxvard  How^  by  his 
will,  gave  30  L in  money,  then  vested  in  Sir  William  Oglander,  and  producing 
1 /.  4 5.  per  annum,  for  meat  for  the  poor  of  this  parish. 

A quantity  of  veal  is  distributed  annually,  about  Easter,  by  a butcher,  amongst 
the  poor  widows  of  this  parish,  to  the  value  of  one  guinea,  for  which  he  is  paid 
by  Sir  William  Oglander;  and  it  is  conjectured,  that  this  distribution,  which 
was  made  by  the  late  and  has  been  continued  by  the  present  Sir  William 
Oglander,  may  have  been  derived  from  this  donation ; but  we  are  informed  by 
his  agents,  that  no  document  can  be  found,  throwing  any  light  on  the  subject. 

Although  the  amount  of  the  meat  thus  given  is  somewhat  less  than  the  annual 
produce  of  Mr.  How’s  gift,  as  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns,  the  defi- 
ciency is  much  more  than  supplied  by  a voluntary  distribution  of  40  score  of 
beef,  made  annually,  at  Christmas,  to  the  poor  of  Brading,  by  Sir  William 
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Oglander.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  the  whole  of  the  interest  of  Mr.  How’s 
gift  may  have  been  considered  as  being  included  in  the  Christmas  distribution  of 
beef,  and  that  the  gift  of  veal  at  Easter  may  have  arisen  from  some  other  source. 
Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brading  appear  to  have  supposed  that  this  distri- 
bution of  beef  was  derived  from  some  charge  upon  an  estate  called  Whitefield  ; 
but  we  are  assured  by  Sir  William’s  agents,  that  this  is  an  error,  and  that  there 
is  no  such  charge  on  this  or  any  other  of  Sir  William’s  estates. 

Gaud’s  Gift. 

The  particulars  of  this  donation  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the 
charities  of  the  parish  of  Arreton,  under  which  it  appears,  that  the  poor  of  this 
parish  were  originally  entitled  to  two  annual  sums  oflOs.  each,  but  now  receive 
only  one  sum  of  that  amount. 

This  annual  sum  is  paid  by  John  White,  esquire,  as  the  owner  of  the  estate  in 
the  parish  of  Brading,  formerly  called  Blackpan,  but  now  called  Merry  Gardens, 
to  Mr.  John  Dennett,  one  of  the  churchwardens  of  Brading.  It  is  usually  called 
for  once  in  two  years,  and  one  moiety  is  then  distributed  by  Mr.  Dennett,  and  the 
other  moiety  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  in  sums  of  1 s.  each,  amongst  poor 
persons  of  the  parish. 


PARISH  OF  BRIXTON. 

Rev.  Noel  Digby’s  School. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  29th  and  30th  April  IS  14, 
the  release  being  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  made  between  the  Rev.  Noel  Digby, 
rector  of  Brixton,  of  the  one  part ; and  James  Clark  and  Thomas  Sewell, 
esquires,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Noel  Dighy  was  seised  in  fee 
of  the  messuage  and  lands  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  was  desirous  of  esta- 
blishing a school  for  the  education  of  a certain  number  of  poor  children  of  the 
parish  of  Brixton,  and  the  adjoining  parish  of  Mottiston,  in  the  principles  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  to  endow  the  same  ; the  said  Noel  Digby  conveyed  to 
the  said  James  Clark  and  Thomas  Sewell,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tene- 
ment, farm  and  lands,  called  Brook  side,  in  the  parish  of  Brixton,  then  in  the 
occupation  of  the  said  Noel  Digby,  containing^  by  estimation,  23  acres, 
on  trust,  to  permit  the  said  messuage  to  be  appropriated  and  used  as  a school- 
house,  for  the  education  of  20  poor  children  of  both  sexes,  to  be  chosen  from 
the  parishes  of  Brixton  and  Mottiston,  in  the  proportions  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  to  permit  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  for  the  time  being  to 
reside  in  the  same  ; and  on  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  lands, 
and  out  of  the  same  to  keep  the  buildings  insured  from  fire,  and  to  lay  out  such 
sums  as  the  said  Noel  Digby,  James  Clark,  and  Thomas  Sewell,  and  the  survivor 
of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivor,  should  think  requisite  for  keeping  the 
said  messuage  in  good,  substantial  and  tenantable  repair,  and  to  pay  all  taxes 
imposed  thereon,  and  to  pay  over  the  residue  and  surplus  of  the  rents  and  profits 
to  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  of  the  said  school,  for  the  time  being, 
in  such  proportions  as  the  said  Noel  Digby,  James  Clark,  and  Thomas  Sewell, 
should  think  proper,  by  way  of  salary ; and  it  was  thereby  directed,  that  the 
number  of  children  to  be  received  at  any  one  time,  for  education  as  aforesaid, 
should  be  limited  to  20,  to  be  nominated  from  the  children  of  poor  labourers 
and  mechanics,  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  by  any  one  of  them,  if 
the  others  should  not  dissent  from  such  nomination  within  seven  days,  in  the 
following  proportions;  seventeen  from  the  parish  of  Brixton,  and  three  Rom  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Mottiston  ; and  it  was  also  directed,  that  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being  should,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  persons  to  the  situations 
of  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  as  they  should  think  fit,  but  that  no  persons 
should  be  eligible  thereto,  unless  they  should  be  members  of  the  church  of 
England ; and  the  trustees  were  thereby  empowered,  directed  and  required  to 
remove  every  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  so  appointed,  if  they  should  cease 
to  be  members  of  the  cl)urch  of  England,  or  should  be  guilty  of  improper  con- 
duct, or  neglect  the  education  or  religious  instruction  of  the  children,  or 
become  unable  to  perform  their  duties,  but  nevertheless,  that  no  persons  should 
be  removed  without  three  calendar  montlis  previous  notice  of  the  intention  to 
remove  them  ; and  it  w'as  declared,  that  the  trustees  might  permit  the  school- 
master 
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master  to  occupy  and  farm  the  land,  or  any  parts  of  the  land,  for  his  own  use,  Brixton 

paying  thereout  for  the  insurance,  repairs,  and  taxes  of  the  premises ; and  that  they  

should  have  power  to  lease  the  premises,  except  the  messuage  and  the  garden 

and  piece  of  land  adjoining  the  same,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  continued. 

and  to  exchange  the  lands  ; and  it  was  provided,  that  the  said  Noel  Digby,  s / 

during  his  life,  and  after  his  decease,  the  said  trustees  and  the  rector  of  Brixton 
for  the  time  being,  should  appoint  a new  trustee  in  the  room  of  .any  one  dying, 
or  refusing,  or  becoming  incapable  to  act ; and  that  the  rector  of  Brixton  for 
the  time  being  should,  upon  his  appointment,  become  a trustee  in  the  place  of 
the  preceding  rector. 

Mr.  James  Clark,  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  this  deed,  having  died  since 
the  execution  of  the  deed,  Charles  Basset  Roe,  esquire,  has  been  appointed  by 
deed  to  succeed  him. 

The  premises  conveyed  by  the  above  abstracted  deed,  consist  of  a cottage 
with  a garden,  in  the  village  of  Brixton,  and  several  fields  dispersed  in  various 
parts  of  the  parish,  containing  in  the  whole,  by  admeasurement,  20a.  Sr.  17p. 

The  land,  exclusive  of  the  cottage  and  garden,  was  before  the  time  of  making 
the  deed,  and  has  since  that  time  continued,  in  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  Noel 
Digby,  the  donor,  and  is  stated  to  be  worth  about  20/.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Digby,  after  the  execution  of  the  foundation  deed,  fitted  up  the  cottage 
as  a school-house,  and  has  since  paid  for  the  repairs  of  it.  He  has  also  paid 
the  taxes,  and  the  insurance  against  fire. 

In  1817,  a man  and  his  wife  were  appointed  as  schoolmaster  and  school- 
mistress, and  placed  in  the  house,  with  a salary  of  10/.  per  annum,  which  was 
subsequently  increased  to  12/.  In  respect  of  these  emoluments,  they  instructed 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  20  poor  children  of  Brixton  and  Mottiston, 
appointed  by  Mr.  Digby,  and  were  at  liberty  to  take  as  many  other  scholars  as 
they  could  procure. 

For  some  months  previous  to  the  time  of  our  investigation,  (May  1825),  the 
master  had  been  in  consequence  of  illness  incapable  of  instructing  the  children, 
but  the  same  number  had  been  continued  in  the  school,  and  taught  by  the 
schoolmistress  until  Lady-day  preceding,  at  which  time  the  master  had  under- 
taken to  quit  the  school-house,  but  had  not  quitted  according  to  his  under- 
taking. We  have  since  learnt,  that  the  master  and  mistress  have  removed  from 
the  premises,  and  that  Mr.  Digby  intends  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  succeed 
them,  as  soon  as  some  necessary  repairs  are  done  to  the  cottage. 

Mr.  Digby  states,  that  he  apprehends  that  the  salary  of  the  master  and  mistress, 
together  with  the  expenses  of  fitting  up  the  school,  repairs  and  other  charges, 
have  been  equal  to  the  rent  of  the  lands  granted  by  him  to  the  charity,  calcu- 
lated at  20/.  per  annum,  but  that  he  has  kept  no  separate  account  of  his 
expenditure  on  account  of  the  charity. 


PARISH  OF  CARISBROOKE. 

Church  L.\nds. 

These  lands  consist  of—  Carisbrooke. 

1.  — A small  tenement  in  the  street  of  Carisbrooke,  called  the  Church  House,  

with  a garden,  in  the  occupation  of  James  Meads,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  Church  Lands, 
of  2/.  125.  6a?. 

The  counterpart  of  a lease  was  produced  to  us,  dated  in  1681,  by  which  these 
premises  were  demised  by  the  then  churchwardens,  with  the  consent  of  the 
overseers  and  inhabitants,  under  the  description  of  a parish  house,  malthouse 
and  garden  plot,  called  the  Church  House,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  305.  but  there 
has  been  no  malthouse  in  existence  for  many  years  past.  The  house  is  old, 
and  the  repairs  of  it,  which  are  done  by  the  parish,  nearly  exhaust  the  rent. 

2.  — A very  small  house  and  garden  in  the  village  of  Carisbrooke,  in  the 

occupation  of Vinson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  1 /.  per  annum. 

This  was  formerly  a garden  only,  and  let  at  5 5.  per  annum.  About  .30  years 
ago,  the  churchwardens  permitted  the  father  of  the  present  tenant  to  build  the 
house,  and  to  hold  it  during  his  life,  at  IO5.  6t/.  per  annum,  and  upon  his  death 
the  rent  was  raised  to  1 L 
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3.  — One  field  acre  of  land,  containing  about  three-fourths  of  a statute, acre, 
in  a common  field  in  the  parish  of  Carisbrooke,  called  North  Field,  in  the 
occupation  of  James  Harvey,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  20^.  per  annum. 

This  acre  appears  from  a counterpart  of  a lease  produced  to  us,  dated  in  I672, 
to  have  been  then  demised  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  10 5.  payable  to  the  churchwardens,  for  the  use  of  the  church  of> 
Carisbrooke. 

4.  — A field  at  Shide,  in  the  parish  of  Whippingham,  called  Chipperwell’s, 
containing  one  acre  and  an  half,  in  the  occupation  of  Nicholas  Smith,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  a fair  rent  of  2/.  55. 

No  other  documents  are  found  relating  to  these  lands,  except  the  above- 
mentioned  counterparts  of  leases,  but  the  rents  of  numbers  1,  3 and  4,  appear 
to  have  been  received  by  the  churchwardens  as  far  back  as  16 10.  The  rents 
are  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  carried  to  their  general  account,  in  aid 
of  the  church  rates. 

It  is  stated,  that  the  present  rents  are  considered  fair,  and  that  they  are  from 
time  to  time  raised  or  lowered  as  circumstances  require,  at  the  annual  public 
meeting  of  the  parishioners  on  Easter  Monday. 


Lord  Hunsdon’s  Gift. 

Lord  Hunsdon’s  George  Carey,  baron  of  Hunsdon,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  10th  May 

Gift.  1599,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  in  1603,  directed 
his  executors  to  pay  200/.  to  the  most  poor  and  needy  householders,  and  others 
of  Carisbrooke,  Hunsdon  and  Draiton,  and,  if  in  none  of  these  he  should 
happen  to  die,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  he  should  depart  this  life,  jointly 
with  the  rest. 

In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  it  is  stated,  that  Lord  Hunsdon, 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  1st.  gave  to  the  poor  of  Carisbrooke,  a rent-charge  of 
31.  per  annum,  which  was  vested  in  the  heir  of  the  survivor  of  11  gentlemen 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  1669.  It  seems  probable,  therefore,  that  the  portion 
of  Lord  Hunsdon’s  legacy  belonging  to  Carisbrooke,  was  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a rent-charge  of  31.  per  annum;  and  that  in  1786,  some  document 
was  in  existence,  dated  in  I669,  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover. 

In  the  churchwardens  accounts,  under  the  date  1694,  the  receipt  of  31.  is 
entered  as  “ The  annuity  of  Alvington.” 

The  annual  sum  of  31.  is  now  received  by  the  parish  officers  from  Mr.  Sewell, 
the  steward  of  the  trustees  of  the  late  Sir  John  Carter’s  estate,  as  lords  of  the 
manor  of  Alvington. 

The  produce  of  this  gift  and  of  Serle’s  gift,  hereinafter  mentioned,  is  usually 
reserved  until  the  arrears  amount  to  a sufficient  sum  to  give  a half  gallon  loaf  to 
every  grown-up  person  of  the  poor  parishioners,  and  a quarter  gallon  loaf  to 
every  child,  and  is  then  distributed  in  bread  to  the  poor. 

In  March  1820,  with  the  arrears  of  these  gifts,  and  part  of  a legacy  of  100/. 
given  by  Thomas  Warder,  in  1813,  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  poor,  by  his  exe- 
cutors, 44  /.  was  given  to  the  poor  in  bread. 

In  January  1823,  the  sum  of  19/.  11 5.  3d.,  and  in  April  1824,  the  sum  of 
29/.  135.  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 

In  this  manner,  the  whole  of  Mr.  Warder’s  legacy  has  been  now  disposed  of, 
and  the  arrears  of  both  the  above-mentioned  charities  up  to  Michaelmas 
1823. 

Serle’s  Gift. 

Scrle’s  Gift.  There  is  a parcel  of  land,  containing  two  acres,  considered  to  belong  to  the 
poor  of  this  parish,  situate  in  Carisbrooke  field,  which  has  been  lately  inclosed 
by  private  agreement.  Previously  to  tbe  inclosure,  the  land  consisted  of  two 
distinct  parcels,  lying  at  a distance  from  each  other. 

In  an  entry  in  an  old  book,  stated  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dalton,  who  was  vicar  of  Carisbrooke  for  about  40  years  previous  to  1822, 
it  is  mentioned,  that  JohnSerle  gave  50/.,  about  the  year  l620,  for  the  henefit 
of  the  poor  of  Carisbrooke,  which  made  a purchase  of  land  in  Carisbrooke 
common  field. 

This  land  is  now  let  to  Joshua  and  William  Spickernill,  at  a fair  yearly  rent 
of  31.  The  same  mode  of  letting  is  adopted  with  respect  to  these  lands  as  to 
the  church  lands. 


The 
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The  application  of  the  rent  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  Lord  Carisbrook. 

Hunsdon’s  gift.  

Lost  Gifts  op  Rosse  and  Dore. 

Alexander  Rosse,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  21st  February  1653,  gave  25/.  to  Lost  Gifts  of  Rosse 
the  parish  of  Carisbrooke,  to  remain  for  ever,  that  the  use  thereof  might  be  and  Dore. 
paid  yearly  to  the  poor  of  that  parish,  on  Easter  eve.  ^ 

Amongst  the  payments  in  the  overseers  accounts  for  1723,  is  the  following 
item 

‘ “ The  interest  of  the  money  given  by  Mr.  Alexander  Rosse  and  Mr.  Dore, 
to  poor  labourers  and  widows,  not  relieved  by  the  parish,  2/.  14  5.;”  and  there 
are  various  entries  in  subsequent  years  of  payments  of  the  same  amount,  but 
no  statements  of  any  sums  received  on  account  of  such  interest. 

- In  a book  in  the  possession  of  the  vicar  of  Carisbrooke,  is  entered,  a list  of 
the  benefactions  to  the  poor,  dated  in  1757>  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  25/.  was 
given  by  Alexander  Rosse,  and  25/.  by  one  Dore  ; and  that  these  sums  being 
in  the  parish  purse,  the  interest  thereof  was  distributed  yearly,  by  the  parish 
officers. 

The  payment  of  two  years  interest  is  charged  in  the  overseers  account,  in 
1774;  but  the  accounts  between  1774  and  1811,  were  not  to  be  found  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry  (May  1825),  and  we  were  nable  to  ascertain  at  what  time 
the  payment  of  this  interest  was  discontinued  ; but  it  was  probably  after  I786, 
as  the  gifts  of  Rosse  and  Dore  are  stated  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  at 
that  time,  as  then  producing  2/.  145.  per  annum. 

It  is  stated,  that  there  are  old  persons  in  the  parish  who  recollect  the  distri- 
bution of  this  annual  sum  to  the  poor  ; but  there  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be 
sufficient  ground  for  calling  upon  the  present  inhabitants  to  resume  the 
distribution. 

PARISH  OF  CHALE. 

School. 

Weekes’s  Gift. — Robert  Weekes,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  17th  September  Chale. 

1784,  gave  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Chale,  and  their  ^ 

successors,  150/.,  on  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  parliamentary  stocks,  or  School, 

on  real  or  government  security,  and  to  dispose  of  the  yearly  interest  and 
dividends  thereof,  for  the  instructing  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Chale  to 
read  the  English  tongue  : And  he  desired,  that  the  minister  and  churchwardens 
of  Chale,  for  the  time  being,  would  nominate  a poor  indigent  woman  of  that 
parish  as  a schoolmistress,  to  instruct  the  poor  boys  thereof  to  read,  and  the 
poor  girls  to  read,  and  in  knitting  and  needlework : And  he  directed  the  said 

minister  and  churchwardens  to  pay  the  interest  and  dividends  of  the  said  150/. 
to  such  poor  woman,  so  to  be  by  them  appointed. 

This  sum  of  150/.  was,  in  1790,  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  two  Isle  of  Wight 
House  of  Industry  bonds,  one  for  100/.  and  the  other  for  50/.,  in  the  names 
of  the  Rev.  Francis  Worsley,  then  rector,  and  Thomas  Moorman,  then  church- 
warden of  Chale,  who  by  deed,  bearing  date  20th  March  in  the  same  year, 
declared  that  the  sum  of  150/.  thus  secured,  was  the  legacy  of  the  said  Robert 
Weekes;  and  that  the  interest  thereof  was  to  be  applied  by  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  Chale,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  his  will. 

Barber’s  Gift. — John  Barber,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  12th  May  1795, 
and  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  at  Winchester,  in  1797,  gave  to  the 
parish  of  Chale  200/.,  to  the  intent  that  the  minister  and  churchwardens  should 
place  out  the  same  on  government  or  other  good  security,  and  should  yearly 
pay  the  interest  thereof,  to  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  to  be 
chosen  and  allowed  by  the  said  minister  and  churchwardens,  to  teach  children 
'to  read  and  write,  and  instruct  them  in  the  church  catechism  ; provided  that,  if 
at  any  time  a schoolmaster  could  not  be  provided,  then,  and  until  one  could  be 
procured,  the  interest  of  the  said  200/.  should,  in  the  mean  time,  be  applied  by 
the  minister  and  churchwardens,  in  acts  of  charity,  amongst  such  poor  persons 
of  the  parish  of  Chale,  as  they  should  think  fit  objects  of  relief. 

' This  legacy  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  357/-  135.  8c/.  three  per  cent 
consols,  in  the  names  of  the  Reverend  Francis  Worsley,  rector,  and  William 
■Jolliffe,  churchwarden  of  Chale,  who  by  deed,  bearing  date  30th  November 
■ Rep,  15.  3 0 2 1797, 
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1797,  declared  that  they  would  stand  possessed  of  the  said  stock,  upon  the  trusts 
of  Mr.  Barber’s  will. 

This  stock  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Richards,  the 
present  rector,  William  Jacobs  and  John  Lovinge  ; and  the  dividends  are 
received  through  the  bank  of  Sir  Richard  Bassett  & Co.  at  Newport. 

Worsley’s  Gift. — The  Reverend  Francis  Worsley,  by  a codicil  to  his  will, 
bearing  date  10th  October  I8O7,  and  proved,  with  the  will,  in  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury,  in  1808,  directed  his  trustees  and  executors,  James, 
Francis,  David,  and  Charles  Worsley,  to  permit  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time 
being  appointed  or  to  be  appointed,  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  Chale,  to  instruct  the  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  to  reside  in  and  occupy,  free  of  rent  or  other  payment, 
the  house  and  garden  at  Goodall’s,  then  occupied  by  John  Margetts  as  a school- 
house,  during  the  testator’s  term  of  years  and  interest  therein  : And  he  gave 
to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Chale  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  the 
detached  and  moveable  school-room,  erected  by  him  at  Goodall’s,  for  the  more 
convenient  instruction  of  the  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  : And  he  also 
gave  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Chale,  an  annuity  of  5/.,  and 
charged  with  the  payment  thereof  his  proxies,  tithes  and  tenths  of  his  farm  and 
lands,  called  Rookley,  in  the  parish  of  Godshill  ; and  he  directed,  that  the 
same  should  be  paid  to  the  said  minister  and  churchwardens,  on  trust,  that  they 
should  yearly  apply  the  same  in  annually  painting,  and  otherwise  keeping  in 
repair  the  said  detached  school-room,  and  in  necessary  repairs  of  the  said  school- 
house  ; and  after  the  determination  of  the  testator’s  interest  in  the  said  house, 
called  Goodall’s,  on  trust,  to  apply  the  said  annuity,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
should  be  necessary,  in  renting  and  providing  another  suitable  and  convenient 
schoolhouse,  to  be  used  jointly  with  the  said  detached  school-room,  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  the  poor  children  of  the  said  parish  of  Chale  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic  ; and  on  trust,  if  any  money  should  remain  after  the 
performance  of  the  trust,  to  pay  the  same  at  the  end  of  each  year,  to  the  school- 
master for  the  time  being  of  the  said  school,  for  the  bettering  his  salary. 

The  house  and  garden,  called  Goodall’s,  were  held,  with  other  lands,  by  the 
testator,  on  a lease  for  99  years,  determinable  on  the  lives  of  two  of  his  sons, 
James  and  Henry  Worsley,  who  are  still  living. 

Although  the  devises,  both  of  the  house  and  of  the  annuity,  were  void  under 
the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36.  the  house  is  still  appropriated  to  the  residence  of 
the  schoolmaster,  and  the  detached  school-room,  mentioned  in  the  will,  which 
was  made  of  wood,  and  erected  in  such  a manner  as  that  it  might  be  removable 
during  the  continuance  of  the  lease,  now  stands  in  the  same  place  as  in  the 
testator’s  life-time,  and  is  used  as  a school-room;  and  the  Rev.  James  Worsley, 
one  of  the  testator's  sons  defrays  the  expense  of  the  repairs  of  the  house  and 
school,  amounting  to  about  9,1.  per  annum,  out  of  the  annuity  of  5/.,  and  pays 
over  the  residue  thereof  to  the  schoolmaster. 

The  interest  of  the  House  of  Industry  Bonds,  purchased  with  Weekes’s  gift, 
amounting  to  6/.  per  annum,  and  the  dividends  of  the  357^-  135.  ^d.  three 
per  cent  consols,  purchased  with  Barber’s  gift,  amounting  to  10/.  145.  Qd.  per 
annum,  are  also  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  whom,  with  the  assistance  of  his  wife, 
who  is  the  schoolmistress,  all  the  poor  children  (boys  and  girls)  of  the  parish  of 
Chale,  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  the  girls  in  needle 
work. 

Parish  Lands. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  tiie  only  deeds  produced  to  us  relating  to 
these  lands : — 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  18th  and  19th  November 
1779}  between  Edward  Spanner,  churchwarden,  of  Chale,  of  the  one  part ; and 
Sir  Richard  Worsley,  baronet,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  the  parishioners 
of  Chale  had  been  from  time  immemorial  possessed  of  the  several  parcels  of 
land  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  that  at  a public  vestry,  held  on  15th  Septem- 
ber then  last,  it  had  been  agreed,  for  the  mutual  convenience  of  the  said  Sir 
Richard  Worsley  and  the  said  parish,  to  make  the  exchange  thereinafter  men- 
tioned ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Edward  Spanner  granted  to  the  said 
Sir  Richard  Worsley  and  his  heirs,  a parcel  of  land,  containing  one  acre,  called 
the  Parish  Acre;  another  parcel  of  land,  containing  one  acre,  in  a field  called 
Two  Acres;  and  another  parcel  of  land,  containing  one  acre,  in  a field 
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called  Four  Acres,  in  exchange  for  a close  called  Perry,  containing  2 a.  1 r.  32p., 
and  a close,  called  Corve  Butt,  containing  3 r.  & 7p.,  in  the  said  parish  of 
i Chale,  which  last  mentioned  premises  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  thereby 
granted  to  the  said  Edward  Spanner  and  his  successors,  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  Chale,  to  the  use  of  him  and  his  successors,  and  all  other  the 
parishioners  of  Chale. 

The  close  called  Perry,  was,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (May  1825),  in  the 
occupation  of  William  and  Matthew  Jollitfe,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  the  rent  of 
2 and  the  close  called  Corve  Butt,  was  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Moor- 
man, as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  15  5.  per  annum.  These  tenants  appear 
to  have  held  the  lands  at  the  same  rents  as  far  back  as  the  year  I788,  when  the 
existing  book  of  churchwardens  accounts  commences.  In  March  1825,  these 
closes  were  let  by  tender,  the  former  at  51.  65.  per  annum,  to  John  Wheeler, 
and  the  latter,  at  30s.  per  annum,  to  the  said  Thomas  Moorman,  as  yearly 
tenants,  such  tenancies  to  commence  from  Michaelmas  in  that  year. 

The  rents  have  been,  since  I788,  carried  to  the  churchwardens  account,  in 
aid  of  the  church  rates ; and  we  have  found  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  rents 
of  these  lands,  or  of  those  for  which  they  were  exchanged  in  1779,  were  ever 
appropriated  to  any  other  purpose. 

In  consequence  of  a suggestion,  that  the  lands  granted  by  the  churchwardens, 
in  exchange,  in  1779,  might  have  been  given  to  this  parish  by  Mrs,  Bridget 
Worsley,  a search  has  been  made  for  that  lady’s  will,  which  bears  date  2d  October 
1697,  and  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  the  same  year. 
The  only  donation  for  charitable  purposes  contained  in  it,  is  a legacy  of  200 1. 
given  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fitzwilliam,  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  in  charity,  for  such 
persons,  and  to  such  uses,  as  he  should  think  fit ; but  we  are  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  ground  for  supposing  that  the  lands  in  question  were  purchased 
with  that  legacy. 


PARISH  OF  FRESHWATER. 

Urry’s  Gift. 

David  Urry^  of  Freshwater,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  20th  September 
1714,  gave  to  Lancelot  Colman,  and  Mary  his  wife,  his  executors,  and 
Henry  Holmes,  esquire,  David  Urry,  gentleman,  and  Edward  Hales,  esquire, 
the  overseers  of  his  will,  and  their  heirs  his  messuage  or  tenement  and 
lands  called  Overton’s,  at  or  near  Brook  Green,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in 
trust,  after  his  death,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  said  messuage  and 
lands  for  the  instructing  yearly  of  16  poor  children,  of  and  within  the  parish  of 
Freshwater,  in  reading,  writing  and  cyphering,  in  such  way  and  after  such 
method  as  was  then  commonly  practised  in  charity  schools,  and  for  that  purpose 
to  make  such  grants  and  conveyances  of  the  said  premises  as  by  counsel  should 
be  advised,  the  charges  thereof  to  be  paid  by  his  executors  out  of  his  personal 
estate. 

Robert  Hicks,  esquire,  of  Afton,  in  the  parish  of  Freshwater,  now  acts  as 
the  trustee  of  this  charity,  being  the  great  nephew  of  David  Urry  above  men- 
tioned, one  of  the  overseers  of  the  above  abstracted  will,  who  was  the  grand- 
son of  the  testator,  and  the  descendants  of  whose  three  sisters  were  hi.s  co-heirs. 
The  other  branches  of  this  family  do  not  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Freshwater. 

The  tenement  called  Overton’s,  consists  of  a cottage  and  barn,  and  about 
20  acres  of  inclosed  land,  at  Brook  Green,  in  the  parish  of  Shalfleet,  now  in 
the  occupation  of  John  Tomkins,  under  a lease  granted  by  tender,  bearing  date 
20th  January  1824,  for  seven  years  from  Michaelmas  1823,  at  a good  yearly 
rent  of  9rjl.  The  tenant  undertakes  to  do  the  common  repairs;  but  it  is 
stated,  that  the  buildings  are  not  in  good  condition,  and  that  they  require 
about  20/.  to  be  laid  out  in  substantial  repairs.  Previously  to  the  present 
lease,  this  property  had  been  let  for  a term  of  21  years,  at  20/.  per  annum. 
The  rent  is  received  by  Mr.  Hicks,  and  paid  over  by  him  to  a schoolmaster, 
who  inhabits  a house  in  the  parish  of  Freshwater,  which  has  been  long  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  a school,  and  has  been  considered  to  belong  to  this 
charity,  although  there  is  no  document  to  show  in  what  manner  it  was  given. 
The  schoolhouse  is  not  in  good  repair.  About  12  years  ago,  a sum  of  about 
40/.  was  laid  out  in  the  repairs  of  it,  of  which  15/.  was  raised  by  subscription. 
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and  the  residue  was  advanced  by  Mr.  Hicks,  and  subsequently  deducted  by  him» 
from  time  to  time,  out  of  the  master’s  salary,  till  the  whole  was  repaid.  Mr.  Hicks 
has  given  notice  to  the  master  to  do  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  schoolhouse ; and, 
if  they  are  not  done,  he  intends  to  retain  a part  of  tl>e  rents  for  that  purpose.  It 
appears  desirable,  that  by  a gradual'  deduction  from  the  rents,  a suflScient  sum 
should  be  provided  to  pay  for  the  substantial  repairs  of  the  buildings  on  the 
charity  estate. 

The  schoolmaster  was  appointed  about  30  years  ago  by  Captain  John  Urry, 
who  was  at  that  time  the  possessor  of  the  Afton  estate.  The  master  is  now  old 
and  infirm,  but  is  stated  to  be  still  able  to  teach  the  children.  In  respect  of  the 
emoluments  he  receives  from  the  charity,  he  instructs  I6  boys,  partly  on  the 
national  system,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  appointed  by  Mr.  Hicks. 
They  are  taken  at  any  age  after  six,  and  are  allowed  to  stay  as  long  as  their 
parents  think  proper  to  send  them.  The  master  has  other  scholars,  boys  and 
girls,  for  whose  instruction  he  is  paid. 

Gifts  of  Dr.  Culm  and  others. 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Culniy  D.D.  rector  of  Freshwater,  by  his  will,  bearing 
date  November  11th,  1764,  after  bequeathing  20/.,  to  be  laid  out  in  buying 
clothes  for  poor  children  of  the  said  parish,  which  was  probably  disposed  of 
immediately  after  the  death  of  the  testator,  directed  his  executrix  to  pay  to  the 
succeeding  rector  or  churchwardens  of  Freshwater,  the  sum  of  10/.  to  be  laid 
out  according  to  the  will  of  Edward  Atkins,  towards  apprenticing  the  children 
of  such  parents  as  should  dwell  in  the  said  parish,  and  should  not  receive  alms, 
and  should  not  be  able  to  place  out  their  children  themselves  ; and  this  sum  he 
declared  he  bequeathed  to  the  said  use,  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Atkins’s  legacy 
of  50/.,  having  laid  in  his  hands  from  June  23d,  1758,  to  Michaelmas  I763. 

And  he  further  directed  her  to  pay  to  the  said  rector  and  churchwardens,  the 
sum  of  50/.,  to  be  put  to  interest  on  good  security,  for  the  raising  a stock  of 
money  for  and  towards  apprenticing  the  children  of  parents  qualified  in  the 
manner  above-mentioned,  the  interest  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  said  rector  and 
churchwardens. 

It  appears  by  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  that  Mr.  Atkins’s  will, 
by  which  he  bequeathed  50/.  for  putting  out  apprentices,  was  dated  in  I69I. 

To  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Atkins  and  Dr.  Culm,  some  addition  appears  to  have 
been  made  by  Dr.  Johnson,  who  succeeded  the  latter  in  the  rectory,  as  in  the 
indentures  by  which  the  apprentices  are  bound  out,  the  consideration  is  stated 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  charities  of  Mr.  Atkins,  Dr.  Culm  and  Dr.  Johnson,  but 
the  amount  of  Dr.  Johnson’s  gift  is  not  known. 

It  is  understood  that  these  legacies  were  invested  in  the  funds,  that  in 
1809  the  stock  was  sold  out,  and  that  the  produce  (of  the  amount  of  which  there 
is  no  account)  was,  with  a small  addition  made  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Holmes, 
the  then  rector,  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  three  Isle  of  Wight  House  of  Industry 
bonds  for  100/.  each,  bearing  interest  at  four  percent,  which  were  assigned  to 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Freshwater,  and  their  successors,  the 
consideration  paid  for  each  being  80/. 

The  interest  on  these  bonds,  amounting  to  12/.  per  annum,  has  been  received 
by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  and  applied  by  them  in  putting  out  appren- 
tices. Mr.  Holmes,  during  his  incumbency,  kept  the  account  of  these  charities, 
and  at  his  death  in  1823,  there  was  a sum  of  1 /.  'Js.  paid  over  by  his  executors, 
as  the  balance  of  his  account,  to  Robert  Hicks,  esquire,  the  then  churchwarden. 
Mr.  Hicks,  who  still  holds  that  office,  has  since  Mr.  Holmes’s  death  placed  out 
three  apprentices,  with  premiums  of  8/.  each.  There  was,  at  the  time  of  our 
inquiry,  only  the  small  balance  in  hand  w’hich  was  received  from  the  executors 
of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  interest  on  the  House  of  Industry  bonds  having  been  received 
up  to  Tady-day  1825.  It  is  stated,  that  in  former  years  the  premiums  have 
varied  from  8/.  to  10/.  and  some  of  the  children  have  received  clothes.  Girls 
are  occasionally  placed  out.  The  charity  has  been  extended  to  the  children 
of  persons  receiving  occasional  parish  relief. 

Holmes’s  Gift. 

The  above-mentioned  Rev.  Benjamin  Holmes,  late  rector  of  Freshwater,  by 
his  will,  bequeathed  300/.  three  per  cent  consols,  to  his  nephew's,  Thomas  and 
Matthew'  Holmes,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  pay  the  same  to  the  rector  and 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  parish,  to  be  by  them  laid  out 
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and  invested  in  government  or  real  security,  in  the  names  of  themselves, 
and  their  successors,  the  dividends  to  be  applied  and  distributed,  every  Saint 
John’s  day,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  in  such  manner  as  such  rector 
and  churchwardens  should  think  meet. 

He  also  bequeathed  100/.  three  per  cent  consols,  to  his  said  nephews,  in 
trust,  to  pay  the  same  to  the  said  rector  and  churchwardens,  to  be  invested  in 
government  or  real  security,  the  dividends  to  be  applied  by  them  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Bibles,  New  Testaments  and  Common  Prayer  Books,  which  he 
directed  they  should  distribute,  on  St.  John’s  day,  yearly,  amongst  the  scholars 
of  the  national  school  established  at  Freshwater. 

The  300/.  and  100/.  stock,  mentioned  in  the  donor’s  will,  were  sold  by  his 
two  nephews  and  executors,  and  the  produce  thereof,  which,  after  a deduction 
or  legacy  duty,  amounted  to  333/.  IO5.  was  laid  out,  in  January  1824,  in  the 
purchase  of  331  /.  IO5.  three  and  a half  per  cent  annuities,  in  the  names  of  the 
Rev.  James  Wood,  D.D.  dean  of  Ely,  the  present  rector  of  Freshwater,  and 
Robert  Hicks,  esquire,  the  churchwarden^  including  the  expense  of  commission, 
and  of  a power  of  attorney,  for  the  receipt  of  the  dividends. 

The  dividends,  amounting  to  11/.  125.  per  annum,  are  received  through  the 
bank  of  Messrs.  St.  Barbe  and  Son,  at  Lymington.  Of  the  first  years  dividends, 
to  the  5th  of  October  1824,  31.  was  laid  out  by  the  curate  of  Freshwater  (in 
the  absence  of  the  rector),  and  Mr.  Hicks,  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles,  Prayer 
Books  and  Testaments,  procured  from  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian 
Knowledge,  most  of  which  were  distributed  by  them  amongst  the  children 
taught  at  the  school  founded  by  Mr.  Urry,  being  the  school  alluded  to  in  the 
donor’s  will,  but  the  distribution  was  not  confined  to  the  boys  educated  on  that 
foundation.  A few  of  the  books  were  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  children  in 
the  same  school. 

. The  residue  of  the  dividends  was  laid  out,  on  St.  John’s  day  1824,  in  loaves 
of  different  sizes,  which  were  distributed  by  the  bakers  who  provided  the  bread, 
upon  the  production  of  tickets  from  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  amongst 
all  the  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  who  were  considered  by  them  fit  objects  of 
the  charity.  
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PARISH  OF  GATCOMBE. 

School. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Worslej/,  of  Gatcombe,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  l6th  Sep-  Gatcomb< 

tember  I7O2,  and  proved  in  the  Episcopal  Court  at  Winchester  in  the  following  

year,  directed  his  executor  and  brother,  John  Worsley,  esquire,  of  Gatcombe,  School, 
to  lay  out  of  his  personal  estate  20/.  in  and  towards  the  building  a convenient 
school-house,  in  or  near  the  place  where  the  school-house  then  stood,  in  the 
parish  of  Gatcombe,  the  same  to  be  for  ever  used  and  employed  as  a school- 
house,  for  the  teaching  therein  of  24  poor  children,  according  to  a settlement 
and  provision  by  him  lately  made,  for  the  instructing  of  24  poor  children  in 
reading  English,  and  learning  the  church  catechism ; and  he  gave  the  residue 
of  his  goods  to  his  said  brother,  John  Worsley. 

In  a paper,  purporting  to  be  written  and  signed  by  the  said  Edward  Worsley, 
dated  3d  April  1703,  (which  he  directed  to  be  taken  as  part  of  his  will,  but 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  proved  with  the  will,)  he  desired  his 
brother  to  give  20/.  more  towards  the  building  of  a school-house,  which  might 
be  a means  of  better  settling  the  school,  being  his  father’s  benefaction,  which 
he  wished  to  make  as  effectual  as  he  could,  and  he  desired  the  money  for  the 
same  use  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwarden  within  two  months  after  his  decease. 

An  annual  sum  of  81.  is  paid  b}^  Thomas  Sewell,  esquire,  as  the  agent  of 
the  trustees  of  the  property  of  Sir  Leonard  Thomas  Worsley  Holmes,  baronet, 
lately  deceased,  out  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Arreton,  called  Pitford,  to 
a schoolmistress,  in  the  parish  of  Gatcombe,  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Worsley, 
the  present  rector  of  that  parish,  about  20  years  ago,  upon  the  death  of  a former 
schoolmistress.  From  the  above-mentioned  statements  in  the  will  of  the 
Rev.  Edward  Worsley,  it  appears  probable  that  this  annuity  was  settled  upon 
the  school  by  Sir  Edward  Worsley,  knight,  who  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Worsley,  or  by  the  latter,  in  pursuance  of  some  power  given  to  him  by 
the  former ; but  no  document  is  found  in  the  parish  to  show  in  what  manner 
it  was  so  settled. 
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Gatcombe.  The  schoolmistress,  in  respect  of  this  annuity,  instructs,  in  a house  rented  by 
~~  her,  all  the  poor  children  of  the  parish,  the  boys  in  reading,  and  the  girls  in 
contiZed.  reading  and  working. 

, There  is  at  the  present  time  no  school-house  belonging  to  this  charity,  and 

we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  a house  was  built  with  the  legacy 
given  for  that  purpose  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Worsley.  John  Worsley,  esquire, 
who  is  mentioned  in  his  will,  was  his  elder  brother,  and  the  owner  of  the  Gat- 
combe estate,  and  it  is  conjectured  that  he,  instead  of  building  a school-house, 
appropriated  a house,  in  the  village  of  Gatcombe,  for  that  purpose  ; but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  there  ever  was  any  permanent  legal  settlement 
of  a house  for  the  use  of  the  school.  It  was  clearly  the  intention  of  the 
Rev.  Edward  Worsley  that  a school  should  be  built,  but  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  he  desired  it  to  be  erected. 

Parish  Half  Acre. 

Parish  Half-acre.  There  is  about  half  an  acre  of  land  in  a common  field  of  Gatcombe,  called 
North  Field,  late  in  the  occupation  of  Moses  Morris,  at  a fair  rent  of  155.  a year 
The  rent  was  formerly  paid  to  the  overseer,  and  carried  to  his  general  account ; 
but  for  the  last  15  or  16  years  it  has  been  annually  applied  by  the  present 
rector,  in  a distribution  of  coals,  meat  or  bread,  in  the  winter  time,  among  the 
poor  of  the  parish. 

It  is  not  known  by  what  means  this  land  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
parish.  


PARISH  OF  GODSHILL. 

Grammar  School. 

Godshill.  The  following  documents  will  show  the  various  donations  made  to  the  school- 

“ master  and  the  usher  respestively,  of  the  free  grammar  school,  at  Godshill, 

rammar  c loo . from  the  recital  in  a deed  of  20th  March  1615  (of  which  an  abstract  will 

be  given),  appears  to  have  been  originally  established  by  a devise  of  an  annual 
sum  of  20  marks,  in  a codicil  to  the  will  of  Lady  Ann  Worsley^  the  date  of 
which  is  not  mentioned. 

1. — Gifts  to  the  Schoolmaster. — By  indenture,  bearing  date  1st  February 
l604,  between  Philip  Andrews,  of  the  first  part;  and  Thomas  Worsley,  and 
eight  others,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  by  indenture,  bearing  date  1st 
February  1593,  Mark  Harley  had,  in  consideration  of  100/.  granted  to  the  said 
Philip  Andrews  and  his  heirs,  a yearly  rent  of  51.  issuing  out  of  the  site,  capital 
messuage  or  farm  of  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Marvel,  and  the  lands  thereto  be- 
longing or  usually  demised  or  enjoyed  therewith,  with  a power  of  distress  in  case 
of  nonpayment,  the  said  Philip  Andrews,  as  well  in  consideration  of  70  /.  as  out  of 
his  good  will  to  the  free  grammar  school  in  Godshill,  granted  to  the  said  Thomas  ^ 
Worsley  and  others,  the  said  annuity,  or  yearly  rent  of  5 /.  upon  trust,  that  they 
should  pay  the  same  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  for 
the  better  maintenance  and  continuance  of  the  said  school ; and  it  was  provided, 

, that  whenever  six  of  the  nine  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should 
convey  the  said  rent  to  nine  other  trustees,  to  be  appointed  by  the  most 
substantial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  March  1615,  between  Sir  Richard  Worsley, 
baronet,  of  the  one  part ; and  Sir  William  Mewys,  knight,  and  12  others,  of 
the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  Lady  Ann  Worsley ^ deceased,  great  grand- 
mother to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  gave  the  sum 
of  20  marks  by  the  year,  to  be  paid  by  her  heirs,  out  of  certain  of  her  lands,  for 
the  erecting  and  maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school,  in  the  parish  of  Gods- 
hill, which  said  sum  had  been  duly  paid  by  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  and  his 
ancestors,  and  applied  accordingly  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Sir  Richard  Wors- 
ley was  desirous  to  further  the  good  purpose  of  the  said  Lady  Ann,  and  to  settle 
the  same,  with  some  portion  of  inheritance,  and  an  annuity  to  be  added  thereto, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  continue  for  ever,  in  lieu  of  the  said  sum  of  money, 
and  of  15  /.  more  given  since,  by  William  Burbagty  late  schoolmaster  there,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  intended  by  the  said  Lady  Ann  Worsley ; it  was 
witnessed,  that  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  had  not  only,  by  a deed,  bearing 
the  same  date  as  that  indenture,  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  divers  parishioners  of 
Godshill,  and  their  heirs,  upon  tnist,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  free 
gi'ammar  school,  a messuage  in  Godshill,  called  the  Chantry  House,  in  which 


Godsbill. 
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the  said  free  school  was  then  kept,  with  an  orchard,  garden^  and  one  close 
thereto  adjoining,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  ofd/.,  but  also  by  the  present 
indenture,  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  11  /.  8^/.,  to  make  up  the  full  sum  of 

14/.  6 s.  8d.,  to  be  yearly  issuing  out  of  the  manors  of  Chale  and  Walpan,  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight ; to  hold  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their 
heirs,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  pay  to  such  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being 
of  the  free  grammar  school  of  Godshill,  as  should  be  there  placed,  in  manner 
and  form  as  in  the  before-mentioned  indenture  was  expressed,  the  said  yearly 
rent  of  11/.  G^.  8d.  to  be  used,  employed  and  bestowed  for  the  good  and 
maintenance  of  the  said  school  and  schoolmaster,  according  to  such  orders  and 
directions,  for  the  government  of  the  said  school,  as  the  said  Sir  Richard 
Worsley,  during  his  life,  by  writing,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  should  appoint, 
and  for  want  thereof,  according  to  such  orders  and  directions  as  should  be 
thought  fit,  by  the  vicar  of  Godshill,  the  parson  of  Niton,  and  the  parson  of 
Gatcombe,  and  their  successors,  or  two  of  them  at  the  least,  with  the  advice  of 
the  heirs  of  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  for  the  time  being ; and  upon  trust, 
that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death  to  the  number  of  three,  the 
survivors  should  convey  the  said  annuity  to  some  other  of  the  most  efficient 
men  of  Godshill,  to  fill  up  the  number  of  12,  or  10  at  the  least,  upon  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

By  the  deed  of  feoffment,  referred  to  in  the  last  abstracted  indenture,  and 
bearing  even  date  therewith,  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  gx?Ln\.edi  and  enfeoffed 
to  Philip  Cafford,  and  nine  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  said  messuage,  called  the 
Chantry  House,  with  the  orchard,  garden  and  close,  thereto  belonging,  con- 
taining in  the  whole  about  two  acres,  upon  trust,  to  use  the  said  house  as  a free 
school-house,  and  to  permit  such  schoolmaster  to  dwell  therein,  and  to  have 
and  take  the  benefit  of  the  said  land,  to  his  own  use,  as  should  from  time 
to  time  be  placed  there,  with  the  advice  and  only  admission  of  the  said  Sir 
Richard  Worsley  and  his  heirs,  by  the  vicar  of  Godshill,  the  parson  of  Niton, 
and  the  parson  of  Gatcombe,  and  their  successors,  according  to  such  orders  as 
the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  during  his  life,  should  appoint,  or  in  default 
thereof,  accoiding  to  such  ortlers  as  should  be  thought  fit,  by  the  said  vicar  and 
parsons,  and  their  successors,  with  the  advice  of  his  heirs  ; and  upon  trust,  that 
whenever  there  should  be  only  three  feoffees  surviving,  the  survivors  should 
convey  the  said  premises  to  so  many  other  sufficient  and  substantial  men  of 
the  said  parish  of  Godshill,  as  to  make  up  the  number  of  12  or  10,  upon  the 
same  trusts. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  23d  February  1647,  between  Sir  Henry  Knollys, 
baronet,  of  the  one  part;  and  Sir  Henry  Worsley,  baronet,  and  five  others,  of 
the  other  part;  reciting,  that  John  Rice,  by  deed,  bearing  date  14th  April  lG07, 
had  granted  to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever, 
if  the  free  grammar  school  at  Godshill  should  so  long  endure,  a yearly  rent  of 
13a‘.  4c/.,  issuing  out  of  a close  of  gi’ound,  containing  five  acres,  called  Maries, 
in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  then  in  the  holding  of  the  said  John  Rice,  bounded 
by  the  highway  leading  from  Bathingborne  to  Godshill  on  the  east,  and  other- 
wise bounded  as  therein  mentioned,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  said  yearly  rent  to 
the  schoolmaster  of  the  said  free  grammar  school,  for  the  better  maintenance 
of  the  said  school  and  schoolmaster  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  close,  called 
Maries,  was  come  into  the  possession  of  Sir  Henry  Knollys,  and  that  the  said 
deed  had  been  casually  lost,  the  said  Sir  Henry  Knollys  granted  to  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  l ent  of  ISa'.  4 c/.,  to  be 
issuing  out  of  the  said  close,  called  Maries,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

Gifts  to  the  Usher. — Richard  Gard,  whose  charitable  donations  to  tiie  poor 
of  several  parishes  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account 
of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Arreton,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  14th  of 
August  1617,  gave  51.  yearly,  for  ever,  out  of  his  lands  and  tenements  in 
Nettlestone,  Westbrook,  Blackpan,  Yleyards,  West  Nunwell,  Princelade, 
Branstone  and  Rell,  to  the  use  and  for  the  maintenance  of  an  usher,  to  teach 
children  in  the  free  school  of  Godshill,  if  the  said  school  should  be  maintained 
and  used  as  a free  grammar  school  of  learning,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  lands 
by  his  heirs  or  their  assigns;  provided,  that  if  the  said  free  school  should  be 
converted  to  any  other  use,  or  suppressed,  or  put  down,  the  said  51.  should  be 
conveyed  from  she  use  of  the  said  usher,  and  should  be  paid  yearly,  to  the  use 
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Godsbill.  of  the  Crown  of  England ; and  he  requested,  that  Sir  Richard  Worsley  and 

his  heirs  would  be  pleased  to  join  with  the  parishioners  of  Godshill,  and  his 

heirs  and  their  generations,  for  evei’,  for  the  election  of  an  usher  in  the  said 
^ free  shool  of  Godshill,  from  time  to  time,  so  as  they  would  make  their  stipend 
sure,  in  free  land,  of  5l.  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  use  of  an  usher  in  the  said  free 
school,  which  said  5 1.  in  free  land,  should  be  established  by  the  parishioners 
of  Godshill,  within  live  years  after  his  decease,  otherwise  the  stipend  of  51, 
yearly,  which  he  had  given  out  of  his  said  lands,  for  the  maintaining  of  such 
usher,  should  be  forfeited. 

An  abstract  of  an  indenture,  dated  22d  January  1639,  relating  to  this  annuity 
and  others,  under  the  said  Richard  Gard’s  will,  will  be  found  in  the  account  of 
this  donor’s  charities  amongst  those  of  the  parish  of  Arreton. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  26th  January  1622,  between  Thomas  Rice,  of  the 
one  part ; and  Thomas  Legge  and  eleven  others,  of  the  other  part ; the  said 
Thomas  Rice,  in  consideration  of  100/.  given  by  the  most  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish  of  Godshill,  for  the  increasing  of  the  usher’s  stipend  of  the 
free  school,  or  grammar  school  of  the  said  parish,  granted  to  the  said  Thomas 
Legge  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent  of  5.1,  to  be  issuing  out  of  his 
farms,  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  called  Bathingborne  and 
Brampton,  in  the  parishes  of  Godshill,  Newchurchand  Arreton,  for  the  increase 
of  the  stipend  and  maintenance  of  the  said  usher,  with  a power  of  distress, 
in  case  of  nonpayment ; and  it  was  declared,  that  forasmuch  as  the  said 
Thomas  Legge  and  others,  were  trusted  by  the  said  inhabitants  in  the  receipt  of 
the  annuity  purchased,  in  performance  and  according  to  the  direction  of  the  will 
of  Richard  Gard,  for  the  augmentation  and  increase  of  the  stipend  of  an  usher 
of  the  said  school,  that  if  any  suit  should  arise  by  reason  of  the  said  purchase, 
the  parishioners  and  inhabitants  should  bear  the  charges  thereof  proportionably : 

And  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  six  of  the  said  trustees  should  be  dead,  the 
survivors  should  convey  the  said  annuity  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  si.x  other 
persons,  to  be  nominated  by  the  churchwardens. 

It  appears,  from  an  award  of  Sir  Henry  Wallop  and  others,  commissioners  of 
charitable  uses,  found  amongst  the  documents  relating  to  the  grammar  school 
of  Newport,  bearing  date  19th  Jidy  I617,  and  made  in  consequence  of  a refe- 
rence to  them,  of  a controversy  between  the  inhabitants  of  Newport  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Godshill,  concerning  a sum  of  100/.  supposed,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Newport,  to  have  been  collected  by  the  means  and  motion  of  Lord  Hunsdon, 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  towards  the  building  of  a free  school  there,  and  supposed, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Godshill,  to  have  been  collected  and  given  lor  the  buihling 
of  a free  school  in  Godshill,  that  it  was  awarded,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Godshill 
should  pay  50/.  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newport,  for  the  use  of  the  free 
school  there,  and  should  retain  50/.  for  the  use  of  the  said  school  at  Godshill.  ■ 
We  have  found  no  further  account  of  this  sum  of  50/.  thus  awarded  to  be  re- 
tained, but  it  may  possibly  have  been  included  in  the  100/.  paid  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  last  mentioned  annuity  for  the  usher,  in  1622. 

The  above  mentioned  rent-charges  are  now  paid,  as  follows ; — 

To  THE  Schoolmaster. — The  rent-charge  of  51.  per  annum,  granted  by 
Philip  Andrews,  in  1604,  is  paid  by  Mr.  James  Harvey,  the  owner  of  a farm  in 
the  parish  of  Carisbrooke,  called  Marvel. 

The  rent-charge  of  11/.  65.  8r/.  granted  by  Sir  Richard  Wor.sley,  in  l6l5, 
out  of  the  manors  of  Chale  and  Walpan,  has  been  hitherto  paid  by  Lord  Yar- 
borough, who  married  the  niece  and  heiress  of  the  late  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  and 
is  in  possession  of  the  Appuldurcombe  estate,  which  belonged  to  the  Worsley 
family,  but  the  manors  of  Chale  and  Walpan,  were  in  I8O6  sold  by  his  lordship 
to  Michael  Hoy,  esquire. 

Neither  Lord  Yarborough,  nor  his  agents,  appear  to  have  been  aware,  pre- 
viously to  the  time  of  our  investigation,  that  these  manors  were  subject  to  this 
annual  charge  of  1 1 /.  65.  8 </.  and  to  another  rent-charge  of  10 /.  per  annum, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Lower  Almshouse,  at  Newport,  mentioned  in  a subsequent 
part  of  this  Report,  and  consequently  the  payment  of  them  was  not  provided 
for  upon  the  sale.  We  are  informed  by  his  lordship’s  agents,  that  it  is  proposeil 
to  secure  the  future  payment  of  these  annual  sums,  by  charging  them  on  some 
part  of  his  lordship’s  estate.  We  apprehend,  however,  that  the  above-mentioned 
manors  still  remain  liable  to  these  cliarges,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  resort  to 
them. 


The 
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The  rent-charge  of  135.  4 of.  per  annum,  given  by  John  Rice,  in  I6O7,  is  paid 
by  the  tenant  of  an  estate,  in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  called  Bathingborne,  the 
property  of  William  Dale  Farr,  esquire. 

To  THE  Usher. — In  respect  of  the  annuity  of  51.  given  by  the  will  of 
Richard  Gard,  the  yearly  sum  of  4/.  is  paid  by  John  Wliite,  esquire,  as  the 
owner  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Trading,  now  called  Merry  Gardens,  but 
formerly  Blackpan  ; IO5.  by  Sir  William  Oglander,  bart.,  as  the  owner  of  an 
estate  at  West  Nunwell,  in  the  parish  of  Trading,  called  Nunbrook;  and  105. 
by  William  Thatcher,  esquire,  as  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  New- 
church,  called  Princelade. 

It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  the  payment  of  this  rent-charge  was  arranged 
in  these  proportions. 

In  respect  of  the  rent-charge  purchased  in  1G22,  the  annual  sum  of  51.  is 
paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  above  mentioned  Mr.  Farr,  as  the  owner  of  the  estate 
called  Bathingborne. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a house,  garden  and  land,  in  the  parish  of 
Godshill,  containing  in  the  whole  nearly  two  acres. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Worsley  was  appointed  to  the  situation  of  master  of  the  free 
grammar  school,  in  1813,  by  Lord  Yarborough,  as  having  married  the  heiress  of 
the  Worsley  family.  The  incumbents  of  the  three  parishes  mentioned  in  the 
deed  of  feoffment,  of  20th  March  1615,  did  not  join  in  this  appointment,  and  no 
application  appears  to  have  been  n)ade  to  them  for  their  concurrence.  At  the 
time  of  Mr.  Worsley’s  appointment,  an  old  house,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
chantry  house  conveyed  by  that  deed,  was  standing  on  the  premises;  and 
Mr.  Worsley  states,  that  upon  his  attempting  to  repair  it,  a part  of  it  fell  down, 
and  that  he  then  rebuilt  the  whole  house  at  his  own  expense,  the  cost  of  which, 
including  some  subsequent  additions,  has  amounted  to  about  1,200/. 

Adjoining  to  the  old  house,  v.^as  a school-room,  which  appears  from  document^ 
produced  to  us,  to  have  been  built  by  the  parishioners  of  Godshill,  about  a cen- 
tury ago.  In  1824,  this  school-room  was  pulled  down,  and  a new  school,  con- 
taining two  rooms,  one  for  boys,  and  the  other  for  girls,  was  built  by  Lord 
Yarborough,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  300/.,  on  a piece  of  land  near  the 
church,  and  on  28th  September  in  that  year,  an  entry  was  made  in  the  vestry 
book  of  the  parish,  signed  by  the  said  Rev.  Henry  Worsley,  as  the  officiating 
miui.ster,  and  the  parish  officers,  and  by  Lord  Yarborough  and  several  other 
persons,  as  inhabitants  of  Godshill,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  Lord  Yarborough 
had  presented  to  the  parish  the  new  school  and  the  ground  inclosed  round  it, 
to  be  appropriated  in  lieu  of  the  school-room  removed,  on  the  express  condition, 
that  if  either  of  the  rooms  should  ever  be  converted  into  a residence  for  a master 
or  mistress,  or  if  that  should  at  any  time  be  attempted,  the  grant  intended  to  be 
made  by  Lord  Yarborough,  should  be  absolutely  void. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Worsley  informs  us,  that  it  is  proposed  that  this  new  school, 
and  the  land  round  it,  shall  be  legally  settled  by  Lord  Yarborough  for  the  above- 
mentioned  purpose ; and  as  the  old  school-room  has  been  removed,  it  seems 
very  proper  that  this  settlement  should  be  made  by  an  enrolled  deed,  in  the 
manner  required  by  the  statute  of  9 Geo.  2.  c.  36. 

The  present  usher  was  elected  by  the  parishioners  of  Godshill,  about  six 
years  ago.  In  consideration  of  the  two  rent-charges  of  51.  received  by  him, 
he  instructs  all  the  poor  boys  in  the  parish  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
without  expense,  except  for  books  and  stationery.  There  is  no  house  attached 
to  the  situation  of  usher. 

Mr.  Worsley,  the  schoolmaster,  receives  the  other  rent-charges  before  men- 
tioned, amounting  to  I7/.  per  annum,  and  until  1824,  appropriated  them  to  his 
own  use ; but  upon  the  erection  of  the  new  schools,  he  voluntarily  engaged  to 
pay  the  whole  of  this  annual  sum  to  the  schoolmistress  (the  wife  of  the  usher), 
in  consideration  of  her  instructing  20  poor  girls  of  the  parish,  appointed  by 
him,  under  his  superintendence.  Mr.  Worsley  superintends  the  instruction  of 
the  boys  by  the  usher ; but  at  the  present  time  he  performs  no  other  duties  as 
master  of  the  grammar-scliool. . He  resides  in  the  house  rebuilt  by  him  on  the 
school  premises,  where  he  takes  private  pupils. 

Mr.  Worsley  informs  us,  that  until  within  five  or  six  years  of  his  appoint- 
ment, a classical  school  w'as  kept  by  the  preceding  master  in  the  old  chantry 
house,  both  for  boarders  and  day  scholars,  but  that  he  is  not  aware  that  any 
classical  scholars  were  ever  instructed  in  this  school  free  of  expense,  and  that 
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Godshill.  there  have  certainly  been  no  such  free  scholars  for  a great  number  of  years. 

He  also  states,  tliat  he  himself  at  first  took  day  scholars,  having  an  assistant  to 

teach  them  writing  and  arithmetic  ; but  that  finding  there  was  not  a sufficient 

V number  of  scholais  to  support  this  plan,  he  established  a day  school,  under  this 

assistant,  in  his  (the  assistant’s)  house,  for  the  accommodation  of  such  of  the 
parishioners  as  were  unwilling  to  send  their  sons  to  the  school  taught  by  the 
usher,  reserving  to  himself  one  day  scholar  who  wished  to  be  taught  the  classics, 
and  who  continued  nearly  six  years  with  Mr.  Worsley,  paying  three  guineas  per 
quarter  for  his  tuition.  Mr.  Worsley  has  not  had  any  other  day  scholars,  but 
states,  tliat  lie  is  ready  to  receive  boys  under  similar  circumstances.  Mr.  Worsley’s 
assistant  did  not  meet  witli  sufficient  encouragement  to  continue  his  school 
more  than  two  years. 

It  may  be  inferred,  from  the  original  gift  by  Lady  Ann  Worsley  of  an  annuity 
of  20  marks  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  a free  grammar  school  in  this 
parish,  as  recited  in  the  deeds  of  I6l5,  that  she  intended  to  provide  for  the 
classical  instruction  of  boys,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  what  number  of  boys, 
or  of  what  places,  the  advantages  of  the  school  were  meant  to  be  extended.  It 
was  perhaps  intended,  that  these  matters  should  have  been  regulated  by  the 
orders  and  directions  for  the  government  of  the  school,  which,  by  the  deeds  of 
1615,  it  was  provided  that  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  (the  grantor  in  those  deeds), 
during  his  life,  and  on  his  default,  the  incumbents  of  the  parishes  of  Godshill, 
Niton  and  Gatcombe,  with  the  advice  of  Sir  Richard  Worsley’s  heirs,  should 
have  power  to  make  ; but  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  such  orders  were 
ever  made. 

Gaud's  Gift  to  the  Poor. 

Card’s  Gift  to  the  The  particulars  of  this  donation,  under  which  the  poor  of  this  parish  are 
Poor.  entitled  to  an  annual  sum  of  30.5.  liave  been  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities 
of  the  parish  of  Arreton. 

Tiiis  annual  sum  is  paid  to  the  churchwardens  by  John  White,  esquire,  the 
owner  of  the  estate  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  formerly  called  Blackpan,  but 
now  called  Merry  Gardens. 

It  has  been  usually  given  away  in  small  sums  amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
without  any  account  being  kept  of  the  distribution. 

An  arrear  for  three  years  had  just  been  received  at  the  time  of  our  investi- 
gation, (May  1825),  which  it  was  proposed  to  add  to  the  money  received  at  the 
sacrament,  and  to  lay  out  the  whole  in  the  purchase  of  coal,  to  be  distributed 
by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  to  the  most  necessitous  persons,  in  the 
ensuing  winter. 

Annuity  of  £.  10  for  Eight  poor  Widows. 

Ammlty  of  lo/.  for  The  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1786,  mention  a rent-charge  of  10/.  per 
eight  poor  Widows,  annum,  as  having  been  given  by  Sir  Richard  Worslei/,  to  eight  poor  persons  of 
this  parish  ; but  the  date  of  the  gift  is  not  stated. 

An  annual  sum  of  10/.  is  now  paid  by  the  agents  of  Lord  Yarborough,  to 
eight  poor  widows,  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Godshill,  in  sums  ofl/.  5.s.  to 
each.  The  same  persons  continue  to  receive  this  charity  during  their  lives. 
Such  widows  only  are  appointed  as  are  resident  at  the  time  of  their  nomina- 
tion, in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  but  they  are  not  deprived  of  their  portion  of  the 
charity,  if  they  afterwards  remove  out  of  the  parish.  There  is  no  document  in 
the  parish  relating  to  this  annual  payment,  nor  is  it  known  in  respect  of  what 
property  it  is  paid.  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Hearue,  one  of  Lord  Yarborough’s 
agents,  that  he  has  examined  the  Appuldurcombe  deeds,  and  cannot  find  any 
trace  of  such  rent-charge  ; but  that  in  the  accounts  of  the  Worsley  estates,  for 
the  year  IG8I,  there  is  an  entry  of  the  payment  of  10/.  for  a year’s  annuity, 
ending  at  Lady-day  I68I,  charged  on  the  manor  of  Chale  and  Walpan,  for  six 
poor  widows  belonging  to  Worsley’s  almshouse  in  Newport,  and  that  the  next 
entry  in  the  same  account  is  as  follows  ; — 

“ To  the  churchwarden  of  Godshill,  for  the  like,  towards  maintenance  l.£  jq  ^ 

of  the  poor  of  that  almshouse  - --  --  --  --  --  J'  ~ ’ 

That  the  same  payment  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time,  and  that  in  the 
accounts  for  I786,  and  subsequent  years,  it  is  called  a pension  to  the  almshouse 
at  Godshill. 

We  have  not  found  any  other  trace,  besides  the  above,  of  there  having  been 
at  any  time  an  almshouse  iu  this  parish. 
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PARISH  OF  NEWCHURCH. 

Davis’s  Gift. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  I786,  state,  that  Thomas  Davis  a rent- 
charge  of  20s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Newchurch,  without  mentioning  the 
date  of  the  gift.  A terrier,  dated  in  1815,  containing  a statement  of  the  chari- 
ties of  this  parish,  describes  the  donor  of  this  rent-charge,  as  Mr.  Thomas  Davis, 
of  Wackland.  It  is  now  paid  by  William  Thatcher,  esquire,  the  present  owner 
of  an  estate  in  this  parish,  called  Wackland,  to  the  churchwardens  of  New- 
church. 

Gard’s  Gift. 

The  particulars  of  this  gift,  under  which  the  poor  of  Newchurch  are  entitled 
to  receive  an  annual  sum  of  20^.,  and  another  annual  sum  of  10  s.,  have  been 
already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  Arreton. 

The  sum  of  20s.  is  paid  by  John  White,  esquire,  as  the  owner  of  the  estate 
in  the  parish  of  Brading,  now  called  Merry  Gardens,  but  formerly  Blackpan ; 
and  the  annual  sum  of  10  5.  is  paid  by  William  Thatcher,  esquire,  as  the 
owner  of  the  estate  called  Princelade,  to  the  churchwardens. 

Dillinoton’s  Gift. 

The  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  I786,  state  that  Mary  Dillington,  in 
1749,  gave  501.  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  vested  in  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens. 

This  legacy  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  in,  1778,  in  the  purchase  of  an 
Isle  of  Wight  house  of  industry  bond,  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent,  which 
was  assigned  to  William  Cheverton  and  Benjamin  Hales,  who  by  an  endorsement 
thereon,  declared  that  the  said  50/.  was  given  by  the  will  of  Miss  Mary  Dilling- 
ton, upon  trust,  that  the  interest  should  be  given,  yearly,  to  the  poor  of  the  said 
parish. 

The  interest  on  this  bond,  being  21.  per  annum,  is,  together  with  the  annual 
sums  arising  from  Davis’s  and  Gard’s  gifts,  above  mentioned,  the  whole 
amounting  to  4/.  IO5.  per  annum,  distributed  annually,  on  the  day  after  Christ- 
mas-day,  at  the  church,  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  amongst  the  poorest 
inhabitants  of  the  parish,  in  bread. 

William  Bowles’s  Gift  to  the  Poor. 

William  Boxvles,  of  Langbridge,  esq.,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  3d  May  174'5, 
and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1748,  gave  to  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Newchurch,  100/.  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  that 
parish,  whom,  with  the  vicar  thereof,  he  directed  to  place  out  the  same  at 
interest ; and  he  directed,  that  the  churchwardens,  with  the  vicar,  or  any  two  of 
them,  whereof  the  vicar  should  be  one,  should  distribute  the  interest  yearly, 
two  days  before  Christmas-day,  amongst  10  of  such  indigent  and  labouring 
families  as  they  should  judge  to  be  most  wanting  of  it. 

This  sum  of  100/.  was  laid  out  in  1778,  in  the  purchase  of  a house  of  industry 
bond,  for  100/.,  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent,  which  was  assigned  to  John 
Wittington  and  William  Cheverton,  the  then  churchwardens,  and  they,  by  en- 
dorsement on  the  security,  declared,  that  the  said  100/.  was  trust  money,  given 
by  William  Bowles,  esq. 

The  interest,  being  4/.  per  annum,  is  divided  equally  amongst  10  poor  families, 
selected  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  annually,  about  Christmas.  The 
poorest  families,  having  at  least  four  children,  are  chosen,  and  the  same  persons 
do  not  partake  of  the  charity  oftener  than  once  in  about  five  years.  The  names 
are  entered  in  a book  kept  by  the  vestry  clerk  for  that  purpose. 

School. 

William  Bowles’s  Gift. — The  above  mentioned  William  Bowles,  by  his 
will,  gave  500/.,  to  be  raised  out  of  his  personal  estate,  to  certain  trustees,  upon 
trust,  to  lay  out  part  thereof  in  building  a small  school-house  in  the  village  of 
Newchurch,  with  a house  adjoining  for  a schoolmaster ; the  purchase  of  the 
ground  and  expense  of  building  not  to  exceed  200/.  ; and  tbe  remaining  300/. 
he  directed  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  or  some  real  security,  to  be 
a maintenance  and  provision  for  the  master,  all  which  he  appointed  to  be  done 
by  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  proprietor  of  Langbridge,  and  the  vicar  and 
church  wardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Newchurch,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  two 
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School, 

continued. 


of  them,  whereof  the  proprietor  of  Langbridge,  and  the  vicar  for  the  time 
being,  to  be  two  j in  which  school  he  directed,  that  so  many  boys  of  poor 
farmers,  labourers  and  craftsmen  of  the  said  village  and  parish  of  Newchurch, 
should  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  should  continue  for  so  long  time  as  the 
said  proprietor,  vicar  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  or  any  two  of  them, 
should  under  their  hands  direct ; and  he  directed,  that  the  said  schoolmaster 
should  be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  tlie  vestry,  being  first  examined  and  cer- 
tified by  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  to  be  duly  qualified;  and  that  upon  any 
misdemeanor  of  the  schoolmaster,  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  a majority  of  the 
vestry,  called  for  that  purpose,  the  proprietor  of  Langbridge,  the  vicar  and 
churchwardens,  or  any  two  of  them  being  present,  to  displace  and  remove  the 
schoolmaster,  and  in  his  room,  to  elect  and  nominate  another. 


Bocland’s  Gift. — In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  in  178G,  it  is  stated, 
that  Maurice  Bocland,  by  deed,  in  VJ55,  gave  land  to  build  a school-house  on, 
then  vested  in  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 


Elizabeth  Bowles’s  Gift. — Eizabetk  Bowles,  widow  of  the  said  William 
Bowles,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  12th  August  17f)8,  and  proved  in  the  Preroga- 
tive Court  of  Canterbury,  in  the  same  year,  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity 
school  erected  and  built  at  Newchurch,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  her  late 
husband,  100/.,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  the  further  and  better  support  of 
that  charity. 

William  Bowles’s  gift  of  500/.  for  the  erection  and  support  of  a school,  is 
mentioned  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  I786  ; but  it  is  added,  in  a note, 
that  there  was  then  no  annual  produce  from  that  donation,  the  money  being 
spent  or  lost  by  law. 

It  appears,  however,  from  Mrs.  Bowles’s  will,  that  at  the  date  tliereof  a school 
had  been  built  in  pursuance  of  her  husband’s  directions  ; and  it  seems  probable, 
that  this  was  done  by  her,  as  her  husband’s  executrix,  on  the  land  given  for  that 
purpose  by  Maurice  Bocland  in  1755,  (a  school,  supposed  to  have  been  then, 
built,  being  still  in  existence)  ; and  that  after  her  death,  her  representatives 
availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  9 George  2,  c.  36,  under 
which  Mr.  Bowles’s  gift  of  money,  directed  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  or  real  security,  was  v^oid. 

There  is  indeed,  a house  of  industry  bond  for  100/.,  bearing  interest  at  four 
per  cent,  which  appears  to  have  been  granted  in  177‘f»  to  Henry  Rawkins  and 
Nicholas  Smith,  who  by  endorsement  on  the  security,  declared  that  the  said 
100/.  was  trust  money,  given  by  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Bowles,  the  interest 
thereof  to  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  for  the 
teaching  and  instructing  poor  children  of  the  pari.sh  of  Newchurch.  But  we  B 
are  inclined  to  doubt,  whether  this  endorsement  is  correct,  and  whether  the  100/. 
therein  mentioned,  may  not  have  been  the  legacy  given  by  Mrs.  Bowles,  as 
above  mentioned,  as  we  can  find  no  other  mode  of  accounting  for  the  disposal 
of  her  legacy,  and  as  the  returns  of  I786,  vvhile  they  state,  that  no  produce  was 
derived  from  Mr.  Bowles’s  gift  to  the  school,  mention  Mrs.  Bowles’s  gift,  as 
producing  4/.  per  annum. 


Swinton’s  Gift. — The  Rev.  John  Sxcinto7i,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  25th  June, 
1773,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  in  1777j  bequeathed 
100/.  Old  South  Sea  annuities,  or  as  much  money  as  would  purchase  such  stock, 
to  his  executors,  upon  trust,  to  settle  and  dispose  of  the  same,  so  that  the 
dividends  should  be  yearly  paid  to  the  master  for  the  time  being  of  the  public 
school,  in  the  parish  of  Newchurch,  for  teaching  and  instructing  the  children 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish. 

This  100/.  Old  South  Sea  annuities,  with  300,/.  more  of  that  stock,  given  iiy 
the  same  donor  for  charitable  purposes  in  other  places,  now  stands  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  William  Swinton,  the  nephew  of  the  donor,  to  whom  administration' 
with  the  will  annexed  of  the  unadministered  goods  of  the  testator,  was  granted 
in  1800. 

The  dividends  of  the  100/.  stock,  belonging  to  this  parish,  are  received  under 
a power  of  attorney  from  Mr.  W.  Swinton,  by  Mr.  Henry  Wright,  of  King’s 
Bench  Walk,  Temple,  and  after  a deduction  of  3 s.  4(/.  as  commission  for 
receiving  them,  are  transmitted  by  him  to  the  vicar,  who  pays  the  full  sum  of  3/,, 
without  reimbursing  himself  for  the  commission  thus  deducted,  to  the  school- 
master. 
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master.  The  master  also  receives  the  interest  on  the  house  of  industry  bond, 
above-mentioned,  being  4 1.  per  annum. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a large  school-room,  with  a residence  for  the 
master,  and  a good  garden.  The  buildings  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  parish. 
The  present  master,  who  was  appointed  about  50  years  ago,  in  respect  of  the 
emoluments  he  derives  from  these  charities,  instructs  such  poor  children  of  the 
parish,  in  reading,  as  are  recommended  by  any  of  the  principal  parishioners, 
without  any  exact  limitation  as  to  their  number,  free  of  expense.  For  those 
who  are  taught  writing  and  arithmetic,  a small  charge  is  made,  and  the  master 
takes  other  children,  for  whose  education  he  is  paid,  making  his  whole  number 
of  scholars  about  30. 


PARISH  OF  NEWPORT. 

Grammar  School. 

Th  is  school  is  understood  to  have  been  originally  founded  by  subscription. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  various  sources  from  whence  the 
property  now  belonging  to  it  was  derived  : — 

School  House,  &c. — By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  1st  October 
l6l4.  Sir  Thomas  Flemings  knight,  granted  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the 
borough  of  Newport,  a parcel  of  land,  containing  by  estimation,  “ a place  of 
ground,”  in  that  borough,  on  the  eastern  part  of  which,  the  west  part  of  a new 
school  was  then  begun  to  be  built,  abutting  on  the  south  on  Lugley-street,  on 
the  west  and  north  on  the  premises  therein  described,  and  on  the  east  on  the 
land  of  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses,  on  which  the  rest  of  the  school  was  then 
begun  to  be  built;  to  hold  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  new  school. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  ^30th  November  1625,  Stephen  March, 
in  consideration  of  16/.,  being  part  of  a sum  of  40/.,  given  by  the  will  of /o/m 
Pitlis,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  school  in  Newport,  granted  and  enfeoffed 
to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newport,  and  their  successors,  the  moiety  of 
a tenement  or  barn,  garden,  backside  and  orchard  thereto  adjoining,  containing 
by  estimation,  “ a place  of  ground,”  on  the  north  side  of  Lugley-street,  in 
Newport,  in  the  occupation  of  George  Elgar,  the  then  schoolmaster,  for  and 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  will 
of  the  said  John  Pittis. 

We  have  not  found  any  account  of  the  application  of  the  residue  of  John 
Pittis’s  gift  of  40/.,  or  of  a sum  of  50/.,  awarded  in  I6I7,  as  has  been  already 
stated  in  the  account  of  the  school  at  Godshill,  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  parish,  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newport,  for  the  use  of  this  free 
school,  being  the  moiety  of  100/.  which  had  been  collected  by  the  means  and 
motion  of  Lord  Hunsdon,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight ; but  it  appears,  from  an  entry 
in  the  corporation  minute  book,  dated  15th  April  I6I8,  that  it  was  then  agreed, 
for  the  furthering  of  and  finishing  the  new  school-house  of  the  town,  that  if 
Mr.  Robert  Newland  should  lay  out  any  monies  about  the  building,  he  should 
receive  it  out  of  such  monies  as  should  be  by  benefactions  given  to  the  school, 
and  he  was  thereby  appointed  to  receive  all  monies  which  should  come  to  or  be 
given  for  the  use  of  the  school,  and  to  account  for  the  balances.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  the  above-mentioned  sums  were  applied  towards  the  building  of 
the  school  premises. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a good  house  for  the  schoolmaster,  witii 
a spacious  school-room,  under  the  same  roof,  stable,  yard  and  garden,  con- 
taining together  about  an  acre  of  land,  situate  at  the  corner  of  Lugley-street 
and  St.  James’s-street,  Newport.  The  buildings  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  school- 
master, and  are  in  fair  condition. 

Sir  Richard  Worsley’s  Gift. — By  deed  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  25th 
May  1617,  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  baronet,  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Newport,  a meadow,  called  Grase  Land,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, one  acre,  in  the  parish  of  Carisbrooke,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  new 
school  in  Newport,  then  built. 

This  meadow,  which  is  situate  near  the  town  of  Newport,  was  let  on  lease,  by 
the  corporation,  to  John  Delgarno,  esq.,  for  a term  of  21  years  from  Michaelmas 
1803,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5 /.,  and  is  now  held  by  Mr.  Delgarno’s  executors, 
at  the  same  rent,  which  appears  to  be  the  fair  value  of  it. 
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Gifts  of  Siii  Thomas  Fleming  and  John  Earlisman. — By  deed  of  feoff- 
ment, bearing  date  24th  July  1G17,  Sir  2'homas  Fleming,  knight,  and  John 
Earlisman,  of  North  Stoneham,  in  the  county  of  Soutliampton,  granted  and 
enfeoffed  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newport,  and  their  successors, 
a messuage  or  tenement,  called  the  Chantry  House,  and  the  garden  adjoining, 
containing  by  estimation,  “a  place  of  land,”  on  the  south  side  of  Pile-street,  in 
Newport,  and  half  an  acre  of  land  by  estimation,  in  Shidefield,  in  the  parish  of 
Carisbrooke,  and  a messuage  or  tenement,  and  garden,  on  the  south  side  of 
Lugley -street,  in  Newport ; all  which  premises  belonged  to  the  late  dissolved 
chantry  of  Newport ; to  hold  the  same  for  the  benefit,  maintenance  and  perpetual 
support  of  the  new  school,  then  built  in  Newport,  rendering  to  the  Crown 
145.  Qd.  yearly. 

The  chantry  house,  and  the  garden  thereunto  belonging,  which  contains  about 
one-eighth  of  an  acre,  situate  in  Pile-street,  and  a close  of  half  an  acre,  near 
the  town  of  Newport,  formerly  part  of  Shidefield,  are  now  held  by  Mrs.  Worsley, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Francis  Worsley,  under  a lease,  granted  to  him  'by 
the  corporation  in  1807,  for  ol  years  from  Michaelmas  in  that  year,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  surrender  of  a lease  for  a similar  term,  granted  in  179^^,  and 
of  a fine  of  30/.,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  9,1.  155.,  out  of  which  a quit-rent  of 
10  5.  6 d.  is  paid  to  Mr.  Fleming.  These  premises  are  stated  to  be  worth 
about  30/.  per  annum,  if  let,  subject  to  the  landlord’s  doing  the  repairs  of  the 
buildings. 

The  messuage  and  garden  in  Lugley-  street,  also  comprised  in  the  deed  of 
24th  July  1617,  now  consist  of  a store-house  and  yard,  and  are  held  by  Henry 
Bloomfield  Lankester,  under  a lease  granted  to  Thomas  Brabant  by  the  cor- 
poration, in  I8O7,  for  51  years  from  Michaelmas  I8O7,  in  consideration  of  the 
surrender  of  a lease  for  a similar  term,  granted  in  179^^,  and  of  a fine  of  12/., 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  1 /.  These  premises  are  stated  to  be  w orth  about  7/*  per 
annum,  if  let,  subject  to  the  landlord’s  repairing  the  buildings. 

Serle’s  Gift. — By  deed  poll,  bearing  date  18th  May  lG23,  reciting,  that 
JohnSerle,  had  by  his  will,  bearing  date  14th  October  1G20,  given  to  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Newport,  for  and  tow  ards  the  maintenance  of  the  schoolmaster, 
and  of  the  free  grammar  school  there,  a tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in 
Newport,  reserving  yearly,  for  ever,  to  his  brother,  Daniel  Serle,  and  his  heirs, 
the  sum  of  205.  ; tlie  said  Daniel  Serle,  for  the  confirming  of  his  brother’s 
will,  and  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  said  grammar  school  and  the  alms- 
house near  the  pound,  and  in  consideration  that  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses 
should,  within  one  year,  grant  a lease  of  the  said  premises,  to  his  god-son, 
Robert  Lee,  for  three  lives,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  405.,  granted  to  the  said 
mayor  and  burgesses,  the  said  yearly  rent  of  20  5.  reserved  to  him,  the  said 
Daniel  Serle;  10 5.  thereof,  to  be  employed  yearly,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
said  grammar  school ; and  the  other  10  5.  thereof  to  be  bestowed  according  to 
the  discretion  of  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses,  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor 
people  in  the  said  almshouse. 

The  premises  given  by  John  Serle,  consist  of  a public-house,  called  the 
Curriers  Arms,  situate  in  High-street,  Newport,  with  a garden,  held  by 
William  Cook,  under  a lease  from  the  corporation,  granted  in  1811,  for  51 
years  from  Michaelmas  in  that  year,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  a lease 
for  a similar  term,  granted  in  1797>  nnd  a fine  of  21  /.  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3/., 
out  of  which  IO5.  per  annum  is  distributed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the 
upper  almshouse,  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  respect  of  Daniel  Serle’s  gift. 
These  premises  are  stated  to  be  worth  about  12/.  per  annum,  if  let,  subject  to 
the  landlord’s  repairing  the  house. 

The  three  last  mentioned  tenements  appear  to  have  been  leased  for  long 
terms  of  years,  fjom  the  time  of  their  being  originally  granted  to  the  school. 
The  leases  have  generally  been  renew'ed  once  in  14  years,  for  a term  of  51 
years,  this  being  the  usual  mode  of  leasing  the  property  in  Newport,  belonging 
to  the  corporation.  The  fines  received  on  such  renew^als  are  paid  over  to  the 
schoolmaster. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  this  is  a disadvantageous  mode  of  leasing  property 
belonging  to  a charity,  and  that  it  is  a proper  subject  for  the  consideration  of 
the  corporation,  whether  it  would  not  be  upon  the  w'hole  more  advantageous 
to  this  establishment,  if  the  leases  for  long  terms  were  allow’cd  to  expire  without 
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renewal,  although  in  the  intermediate  time  nothing  would  be  received  by  the 
schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  beyond  the  small  annual  reserved  rents. 

Under  the  existing  leases  the  lessees  covenant  to  keep  their  respective  pre- 
mises in  repair,  and  they  are  stated  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Estate  on  Hunny  Hill. — It  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  corporation 
minute  book,  dated  30th  August  1619,  and  signed  by  Sir  Thomas  Fleming, 
knight,  that  he,  upon  the  request  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  had  moved  the 
Earl  of  Southampton  (wlio  was  then  governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight)  concerning 
the  inclosure  of  Hunny  Hill,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  newly  erected  in  the 
borough ; and  that  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Fleming  affirmed,  that  the  said  earl, 
being  therein  well  advised  by  counsel,  agreed  and  was  very  well  pleased  with 
the  inclosing  thereof,  provided  that  the  sole  benefit  thereof  were  truly  intended 
for  the  proper  benefit  and  advancement  of  the  means  of  the  said  school. 

It  also  appears  from  an  entry  of  22d  November  l6l9,  that  the  Hunny  Hill 
lands  wei’e  then  let  by  the  corporation  at  45.  Id.  per  acre,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  bearing  date  14th  July,  1st  George  2, 
in  a cause  between  the  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of  Sir  Robert  Worsley, 
baronet,  Sir  William  Oglander,  baronet.  Sir  John  Chichester,  baronet.  Sir 
Thomas  Miller,  baronet,  Robert  Blatchford,  esquire,  and  Thomas  Dickinson, 
against  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newport,  and  others  ; it  was  ordered,  that 
the  lands  at  Hunny  Hill,  which  had  been  formerly  leased,  reserving  the  rents 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  school,  should  be  for  the  future  leased  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  school,  from  time  to  time,  and  that  the  rents  for  the  future  should 
be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being. 

This  estate,  which  is  in  the  pajish  of  Carisbrooke,  but  near  the  town  of 
Newport,  consists  of  five  inclosures,  containing  in  the  whole  29a.  2.t.  9p.,  let 
as  follows : — 

1.  — A meadow,  containing  3a.  & 20p.  let  by  the  corporation  to  John  Del- 
garno,  esquire,  on  lease  for  a term  of  21  years  from  Michaelmas  1807,  at  the 
rent  of  15/.  125.  Qd.  per  annum.  This  lease  is  now  vested  in  the  executors  of 
Mr.  Delgarno. 

2.  — A meadow,  containing  3 a.  & 14 p.  And, 

3.  — A meadow,  containing  7a.  & 9p*  leased  by  the  corporation  to  the 
Rev.  George  Richards,  the  present  schoolmaster,  for  21  years  from  Michaelmas 
1807,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  50/.  125.  6r/.,  and  now  underlet  by  him  to  yearly 
tenants,  at  the  rate  of  about  4/.  an  acre. 

4.  — A meadow,  containing  11a.  & 17p-  held  by  the  schoolmaster,  but  not  on 
lease,  and  underlet  by  him  to  yearly  tenants  at  about  4/.  per  acre.  A lease  of 
this  meadow,  which  expired  in  1807,  was  purchased  by  the  schoolmaster,  and 
the  meadow  was  after  that  time  allowed  to  remain  in  his  possession,  without  any 
lease  being  granted  to  him. 

5.  — A meadow,  containing  5a.‘  h 29  p.  leased  by  the  corporation  to  Sir 
Henry  WMrsley  Holmes,  baronet,  for  21  years  from  Michaelmas  1807,  at  the 
rent  of  25/.  185.  per  annum.  This  lease  is  now  vested  in  the  executors  of  the 
late  Sir  Leonard  Thomas  Worsley  Holmes,  baronet,  who  was  the  son  of 
the  lessee. 

Sir  Henry  Worsley  Holmes  and  Mr.  Delgarno,  were  members  of  the  corpo- 
ration, at  a time  when  the  before-mentioned  leases  were  respectively  granted  to 
them,  and  therefore  ought  not  in  .strictness  to  have  been  permitted  to  take 
such  leases  under  that  body.  We  are  informed,  that  the  amount  of  the  rents 
was  settled  by  the  valuation  of  two  farmers  of  the  neighbourhood.  As  the 
adjoining  lands,  which  are  under  the  management  of  tiie  schoolmaster,  produce 
him  only  4/.  per  acre,  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt,  that  at  the  present  time  the 
rents  paid  under  the  leases,  being  after  the  rate  of  5 /.  per  acre,  are  a full 
compensation  for  the  lands  thereby  held. 

The  rents  of  all  the  above-mentioned  premises,  except  those  held  by  tlie 
schoolmaster,  are  received  by  an  officer  of  the  corporation,  called  the  Town 
Warden,  and  subject  to  the  before-mentioned  deductions  for  quit-rent,  and  the 
annuity  belonging  to  the  upper  almshouse,  are  paid  over  to  the  schoolmaster. 

It  appears  from  a deed,  dated  8th  March  lG40,  which  we  have  already  stated 
in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  the  parish  of  Arreton,  in  the  present  Report, 
that  Richard  Gard  gave  an  annuity  of  2/.  to  this  school,  which  was  by  that 
deed  charged  upon  a messuage  or  tenement  and  lands  called  Bridge  House, 
m the  parish  of  St.  Helens,  This  annuity  is  mentioned  in  a terrier  of  the. 
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Nesvport.  property  of  the  corporation  of  Newport,  dated  in  1652,  but  no  trace  is  found 

, of  its  having  ever  been  paid  ; and  for  the  reasons  which  we  have  before  stated, 

apprehend  that  there  is  no  chance  of  its  being  now  recovered. 

) In  1686,  certain  orders  and  regulations  were  made  for  this  school,  with  the 

approbation  of  the  then  Bishop  of  Winchester,  whereby  amongst  various  direc- 
tions as  to  the  management  of  the  school,  and  as  to  the  books  in  which  the 
boys  were  to  be  instructed,  it  was  ordered,  that  there  should  be  chosen  and 
sent  to  the  free-school  yearly,  so  many  scholars  of  poor  men’s  children  in  the 
said  town,  who  could  read,  and  were  ht  to  learn  grammar,  as  the  mayor  and 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  borough,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  should 
think  fit,  who  should  be  admitted  and  taught  gratis  ; tliat  there  should  be 
settled  by  the  schoolmaster  to  the  usher,  such  yearly  salary  as  the  mayor  and 
justices  should  think  fit ; that  every  year  the  mayor  and  justices,  and  such 
learned  gentlemen  and  clergymen,  and  whom  else  they  should  think  fit  to  be 
invited  to  go  with  them,  should  on  the  Tuesday  morning  before  the  breaking, 
up  of  the  school  at  Easter,  meet  at  the  free-school,  and  there  examine  the  pro- 
ficiency of  the  scholars,  and  the  state  and  condition  of  the  school,  and  that  they 
should  then  be  entertained  by  the  scholars  with  orations  and  declamations  ; 
that  the  school  and  school-house,  and  out-houses,  should  be  kept  by  the  master 
in  good  repair;  that  the  room  adjoining  the  free-school,  used  as  a writing 
school,  should  be  furnished  by  the  master  with  forms  and  desks,  and  that  such 
poor  scholars  as  should  be  sent  to  the  free-school  by  the  mayor  and  justices, 
should  be  taught  to  write  and  cast  accounts  by  a writing  master,  to  be  ap- 
, pointed  by  the  said  mayor  and  justices,  at  the  costs  of  the  said  master,  unless  he 

should  clnise  to  teach  them  writing  himself. 

By  articles  of  agreement,  made  between  the  corporation  and  the  Rev.  George 
Richards,  the  present  master,  upon  his  appointment  in  1794,  (being  in  the 
same  form  as  the  former  appointments,)  he  agreed  to  instruct  in  the  school  gratis 
all  such  children  of  the  meaner  sort  of  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  the  number  of  fifteen,  as  should  be  sent  to  the  school,  by  notes 
in  writing  under  the  hand  of  the  mayor  for  the  time  being. 

Fifteen  boys,  being  the  sons  of  poor  tradesmen,  and  others,  of  the  town  of 
Newport,  are  now  instructed  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  an  usher,  who  is  ap- 
pointed and  paid  by  him,  without  any  expense,  except  for  their  books  and 
stationery,  vacancies  in  their  number  being  supplied  by  the  mayor  for  the  time 
being.  The  master  takes  boarders,  and  has  other  day  scholars.  The  boys  on 
the  foundation  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  those  whose 
parents  desire  it  are  instructed  in  the  classics.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry 
(May  1825)  seven  of  the  free  boys  were  thus  instructed.  No  age  is  fixed  for 
their  admission  into  the  school,  and  they  are  allowed  to  stay  as  long  as  their  ■ 
parents  think  fit. 

The  school  is  annually  visited  by  the  mayor  and  corporation,  on  the  Tuesday 
in  Passion  Week,  when  the  scholars  are  examined,  and  the  school  premises  in- 
spected; and  directions  are  then  given  for  such  repairs  as  are  found  necessary. 

Mann’s  Gift. 

Mann’s  Gift.  John  Maiiii,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  31st  January  I688,  after  gi\ing  to 
trustees  a fee-farm  rent  of  46/.  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  of  Arreton,  as  has 
been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  of  that  parish,  gave  to  the 
same  persons,  and  their  heirs,  a fee-farm  rent  of  53/.  I65.  4</.  issuing  out  of 
the  manor  of  Overton,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  be  paid  to  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  their  successors, 
to  be  by  them  applied  and  disposed  of,  in  the  first  place,  for  the  maintenance, 
education,  and  placing  out,  setting  up,  and  other  disposition  and  preferment  in 
the  world  of  poor  orphans,  in  the  said  town  and  borough,  and  after  that  for 
other  poor  children  there,  and  after  that  for  the  maintenance  and  provision  of 
poor  ancient  lame  or  impotent  people,  within  the  said  town,  and  not  otherwise. 

This  fee-farm  rent,  amounting,  after  a deduction  of  10/.  155.  for  land-tax,  to 
43/.  I5.  4</.  is  paid  by  Mrs.  Earle,  of  Beningbrough,  near  York,  as  the  owner 
of  the  lands  in  Overton,  charged  therewith.  The  manner  in  which  it  is 
annually  transmitted  to  Thomas  Sewell,  esquire,  of  Newport,  has  been  already 
stated  in  the  account  of  this  donor’s  gift  to  Arreton. 

For  the  disposal  of  this  charity,  an  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  of  New- 
port is  held  about  Easter,  at  which  applications  are  made  on  behalf  of  children  to 
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be  apprenticed.  A preference  is  given,  first  to  orphans  who  have  lost  both  parents, 
and  then  to  those  who  have  lost  one  parent,  and  if  there  are  no  orphans,  the 
benefit  of  the  charity  is  extended  to  other  poor  children  of  the  borough. 

The  orphans,  and  the  parents  of  tlie  other  children,  attend  at  the  annual 
meeting  with  the  proposed  masters,  and  if  they  are  approved  by  the  corporation 
the  children  are  apprenticed,  a premium  being  allowed  to  each  of  10/.  (to 
which  amount  it  M^as  raised  in  1818  from  9/.)  and  13^.  for  the  expense  of  the 
jndentures. 

A regular  account  is  kept  of  this  charity,  and  if  any  balance  remains,  it  is 
usually  carried  forward  to  the  next  year’s  account ; but  in  1822,  there  being 
a considerable  balance  in  hand,  and  not  a sufficient  number  of  applications  on 
the  part  of  children  to  be  apprenticed,  to  exhaust  the  same,  a sum  of  6/.  was 
distributed  in  small  sums,  amongst  poor  widows  of  the  borough,  under  the  last 
clause  in  the  donor’s  bequest. 

The  number  of  children  apprenticed  from  this  fund  was,  in  1821  five,  1822 
three,  1823  four,  1824  seven,  and  upon  the  close  of  the  accounts  for  that  year, 
there  remained  in  hand  a balance  of  12/.  45.  8(/.  At  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 
directions  had  been  given  for  putting  out  five  children,  and  their  indentures 
were  in  preparation,  the  premiums  to  be  paid  on  which  would  nearly  exhaust 
the  balance  remaining  in  hand  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  current  year’s 
payment.  Each  year’s  account  is  attested  by  the  mayor,  and  allowed  and 
signed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
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Lower  or  Worsley’s  Almshouse,  including  Kent’s  and 

Roman’s  Gifts. 

Kent’s  Gift. — By  indenture,  bearing  date  17th  May  1618,  between  Sir  Lower  or  Worsley’s 
Richard  Worsley,  baronet,  of  the  one  part;  and  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Almshouse,  includ- 
Newport,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  Giles  Kent,  deceased,  did  by  his  Gifts 

will,  devise  to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  and  his  heirs,  a messuage  and 
certain  grounds  thereunto  adjoining,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  New- 
port, in  a street  called  Crocker-street,  lately  purchased  by  the  said  Giles  Kent, 
and  by  him  re-edified,  to  the  intent,  to  dispose  the  same  for  the  comfort  and 
relief  of  five  or  more  poor  aged  and  impotent  people,  requiring  nothing  at  their 
hands  for  this  benefit,  but  that  they  should  daily  serve  God,  and  pray  for  the 
prosperity  of  that  worshipful  family,  the  Worsleys  of  Appledurcombe,  whom 
he  had  for  many  years  served  and  truly  loved  ; and  that  the  said  Sir  Richard 
Worsley  and  his  heirs  should  name  and  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  for  ever,  all 
the  said  poor  people,  as  the  rooms  should  become  void,  to  be  chosen  out  of  the 
said  town  or  borough  of  Newport,  or  in  default  thereof,  out  of  the  parish  of 
Godshill,  that  might  receive  the  benefit  of  his  gift ; and  that  the  said  messuage 
should  be  called  Worsley’s  Almshouse ; and  that  for  the  better  maintaining 
the  said  almshouse,  he  gave  to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  100/.  to  be 
bestowed  by  him  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  in  such  sort  as  should  seem  best 
to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  and  the  testator’s  good  friends.  Doctor 
Hampton  and  Mr.  John  Horden,  whom  he  made  overseers  of  his  will ; and 
reciting,  that  the  said  Giles  Kent  gave  two  yearly  sums  of  SI.  each,  during  his 
interest  in  certain  leases  for  years,  mentioned  in  his  will  (which  have  long  since 
expired),  towards  the  repairs  of  the  said  almshouse,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor 
people  therein  ; and  reciting,  that  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  desired  the 
perfection  and  continuance  of  the  said  work,  so  begun  by  the  said  Giles  Kent, 
according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  liim,  and  to  provide^  instead  of  the  said  sums 
of  money,  some  certain  portion  of  inheritance  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to 
continue  for  ever  ; it  was  witnessed,  tiiat  the  said  Sir  Richard  Worsley  granted 
and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses,  the  said  messuage  and  ground  in 
Crocker-street,  then  used  as  an  almshouse,  wherein  were  placed  six  poor  aged 
widow  women  of  the  borough  and  town  of  Newport,  to  receive  the  benefit  before 
mentioned  ; and  also  granted  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  for  ever,  a yearly  rent-charge  of  10  /.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  manors 
of  Chale  and  Walpan,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Wight,  upon  trust,  to  maintain  the 
said  house  as  an  almshouse,  for  the  relief  and  harbour  of  such  five  or  more  poor 
aged  and  impotent  widow  women  of  the  borough  of  Newport,  or  of  the  parish 
of  Godshill,  as  should  from  time  to  time  be  by  the  mayor  and  burgesses  placed 
to  abide  in  the  said  house,  according  to  such  orders  and  directions  as  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  should  appoint. 
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This  almshouse,  which  is  in  good  repair,  consists  of  six  small  tenements  of 
one  room  each,  with  a lean-to  behind,  and  a garden,  divided  amongst  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  who  are  six  poor  widows  of  the  borough  of  Newport,  appointed 
as  vacancies  occur  by  death,  by  the  mayor  for  the  time  being.  There  is  always 
a sufficient  number  of  poor  widows  of  Newport,  who  are  candidates  for  this 
charity,  and  no  instance  is  known  to  have  occurred  of  a widow  being  appointed 
from  the  parish  of  Godshill. 

The  rent-charge  of  10/.  per  annum,  derived  from  Kent’s  gift,  is  now  paid  by 
Lord  Yarborough ; but  as  to  the  security  for  the  payment  of  it,  the  circum- 
stances are  similar  to  those  relating  to  a rent-charge  of  11  /.  6 5.  8 c/.  per  annum, 
charged  also  upon  the  manors  of  Chale  and  Walpan,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schoolmaster  of  the  grammar  school  at  Godshill,  which  have  been  stated  in  the 
account  of  that  charity  in  a preceding  part  of  this  report. 

This  rent-charge  is  received  half-yearly,  by  the  town  warden.  The  expenses 
of  repairing  the  almshouse,  which  are  stated  to  amount  on  an  average  to  about 
^20  s.  per  annum,  are  first  paid  by  him  out  of  the  rent-charge,  and  the  residue 
is  divided,  in  equal  shares,  amongst  the  six  almswomen. 

Roman’s  Gift. — Christian  Roman,  by  her  will  (the  date  of  which  does  not 
appear),  gave  to  such  of  the  six  poor  widows  as  should  be  appointed  from  time 
to  time  to  inhabit  in  the  charity  house,  in  Newport,  called  the  Lower  Alms- 
house, situate  in  Crocker-street,  and  should  not  receive  alms  of  the  town,  the 
sum  of  10  /.  yearly,  for  ever,  after  the  decease  of  her  brother-in-law,  to  be  pay- 
able out  of  her  messuage  and  lands,  situate  at  Yafford,  in  the  parish  of  Shorwell, 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Newport,  and  by  them,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  be  disposed  amongst  .such  of  the  said  six  poor 
widows  as  should  not  receive  alms,  as  aforesaid,  share  and  share  alike,  the  par* 
ticular  disposition  thereof,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  to  be  accounted 
for  at  a vestry,  in  the  town  of  Newport,  within  six  months  next  after  receiving 
the  same  ; and  she  thereby  charged  the  said  messuage  and  lands  with  the 
payment  aforesaid. 

This  annuity  of  10/.  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Henry  Way,  of  West  Court,  in  the 
parish  of  Shorwell,  as  the  owner  of  a small  farm  at  Yafford,  in  that  parish, 
charged  therewith,  by  half-yearly  payments  to  the  churchwardens,  and  each 
half-yearly  payment  is  divided  by  them,  amongst  the  six  inhabitants  of  this 
almshouse,  in  equal  sums  of  16  s.  8 d.  to  each. 

Mrs.  Roman’s  directions  were,  that  the  annuity  given  by  her  should  be 
disposed  of  equally,  amongst  such  of  the  widows  in  this  almshouse,  as  should 
not  receive  alms  of  the  town  ; but  we  are  informed,  that  all  the  almswomen  are 
now  in  the  receipt  of  parochial  relief.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  at  the  present 
time,  her  will  cannot  be  strictly  complied  with  ; but  if  at  a future  time,  there 
should  be  any  inhabitants  of  the  almshouse  not  receiving  relief,  it  should  be 
observed,  that  they  alone  would  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  donation. 

Upper  Almshouse. 

This  almshouse,  which  is  situate  at  the  west  end  of  High-street,  near  the 
Pound,  consists  of  four  tenements  of  one  room  each,  with  a small  piece  of 
ground  behind.  They  are  inhabited  by  poor  families,  placed  there  from  time 
to  time  by  the  churchwardens.  The  expense  of  the  repairs  of  them  is  defrayed 
out  of  the  parochial  funds,  and  they  are  now  in  fair  condition. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  relating  to  the  original 
building  of  this  almshouse.  A lease,  supposed  to  relate  to  these  premises,  was 
produced  to  us  from  the  corporation  documents,  granted  in  1651,  by  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  to  the  then  churchwardens,  and  their  successors,  of  certain  tene- 
ments therein  described,  for  51  years,  at  a pepper-corn  rent,  as  a habitation  for 
poor  widows,  in  performance  of  the  will  of  one  Stephen  Marsh,  who  had  had 
a leasehold  interest  under  the  corporation  in  the  same  tenements,  but  upon 
examination  it  appears  clear,  that  the  tenements  comprised  in  this  lease,  were 
situate  in  a different  part  of  the  tovvn  of  Newport,  and  we  have  met  with  no 
evidence  to  show  that  the  corporation  have  any  interest  in  this  almshouse. 

Each  of  the  four  poor  families  receives  2s.  i')d.  annually,  about  Christmas, 
from  the  town  warden  of  the  corporation,  in  respect  of  the  annuity  of  10^.  given 
by  Daniel  Serle,  as  has  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  grammar 
school,  out  of  the  rent  of  the  public  house  called  the  Curriers  Arms. 


Card’s 
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Garb’s  Gift. 

The  particulars  of  this  donor’s  gift,  under  which  the  poor  of  Newport  are 
entitled  to  10^.  per  annum,  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the 
charities  of  Arreton,  in  the  present  Report. 

The  annual  sum  of  10.S.  is  paid  once  in  two  or  three  years,  by  John  White, 
esquire,  the  owner  of  an  estate,  now  called  Merry  Gardens,  but  formerly 
Blackpan,  to  the  churchwardens ; and  we  are  informed,  that  it  has  been  distri- 
buted by  them  in  money,  although  it  has  not  been  usual  to  enter  an  account  of 
such  distribution  in  the  book  in  which  the  application  of  the  other  charities, 
under  the  management  of  the  churchwardens,  is  recorded. 


Warland’s  Gift. 

Mm'y  Warland,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  l6th  April  173C,  bequeathed  to  the 
churchwardens  of  Newport  40/.,  in  trust,  for  the  relief  and  support  of  such  poor 
widows  who  should  belong  to  the  borough  of  Newport,  and  should  not  be 
already  a public  charge  to  the  said  borough,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied 
by  them  and  their  successors  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

This  legacy  appears  to  have  been  laid  out  (about  the  year  1754)  in  the  repairs 
of  the  church,  and  from  that  time  2/.  yearly  has  been  paid  out  of  the  church 
rates,  and  disposed  of  by  the  churchwardens,  with  the  interest  of  the  gifts  of 
Bowles  and  Ruffin,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Bowles’s  Gift. 

William  Bougies,  esquire,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  3d  May  1745,  and  proved 
in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1748,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Newport,  100/.  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  that  parish,  whom,  with 
the  minister  thereof,  he  directed  to  place  out  the  same  at  interest  j and  he 
directed,  that  the  churchwardens,  with  the  minister,  or  any  two  of  them,  whereof 
the  minister  should  be  one,  should  distribute  the  interest  yearly  two  days  before 
Christmas-day,  amongst  10  such  indigent  and  labouring  families  as  they  should 
judge  to  be  most  wanting  of  it. 

There  is  in  the  custody  of  the  churchwardens  of  Newport  an  Isle  of  Wight 
House  of  Industry  bond  for  100/.  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent,  on  which 
there  is  an  endorsement,  signed  by  the  churchwardens  in  1774,  stating,  that  this 
100/.  was  left  to  tlie  poor  of  the  parish  of  Newport  by  the  said  William  Bowles. 


Ruffin’s  Gift. 

Sarah  Ruffin,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  bearing  date  26th  December  177^>  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  the  following  year,  gave  to 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  town  of  Newport,  100/.  upon  trust,  to 
place  out  the  same  at  interest,  either  on  government  or  private  securities,  and  to  lay 
out  the  dividends,  interest  and  proceeds,  yearly,  for  ever,  on  the  1st  January,  in 
bread  and  meat,  and  distribute  the  same  to  and  amongst  such  of  the  poor  inha- 
bitants of  the  parish  of  Newport,  not  receiving  alms  from  the  said  parish,  as  her 
niece,  Mary  Knail,  widow,  should,  during  her  life,  think  proper,  and  after  the 
decease  of  the  said  Mary  Knail,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  minister  and  church- 
wardens should  think  proper. 

There  is  a second  House  of  Industry  bond  in  the  custody  of  the  church- 
wardens, for  100/.  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent,  on  which  there  is  an  endorse- 
ment, stating,  that  this  100/.  was  left  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Newport,  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Ruffin. 

The  interest  on  the  bonds  derived  from  Bowles’s  and  Ruffin’s  gifts  is  received  by 
the  churchwardens,  from  the  treasurer  of  the  House  of  Industry,  and  has  been 
hitherto  disposed  of  by  them,  with  the  sum  of  2 /.,  paid  out  of  the  church  rates,  in 
respect  of  Mary  Warland’s  gift,  among  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Newport,  in  bread 
or  money,  according  to  their  discretion.  Of  late  years  the  usual  mode  has  been 
to  distribute  these  charities  in  small  sums  of  about  l5.  Qd.  to  each  person. 
Several  widows  partake  of  these  charities,  and  many  of  the  poor  who  do  not  receive 
parish  relief.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation,  the  churchwardens  were  not  in 
possession  of  extracts  from  the  wills  of  William  Bowles  and  Sarah  Ruffin;  but  it 
is  desirable,  that  for  the  future,  the  disposal  of  these  three  charities  should 
be  in  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  respective  donors,  Mary  Warland’s 
gift,  being  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  amongst  poor  widows  not  receiving 
relief;  Bowles’s  gift,  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  amongst  10  poor 
families ; and  Ruffin’s  gift  by  the  same,  amongst  poor  persons  not  receiving 
relief  from  the  parish. 
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Poor’s  Land. 

By  the  award  of  the  commissioners  for  inclosing  the  forest  of  Parkhurst,  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  dated  13th  June  1815,  an  allotment  of  10a.  3r.  29p.  in  th^ 

' extra  parochial  part  of  the  forest,  was  made  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  Newport,  as  a compensation  for  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Newport,  to  sere  and  broken  wood,  which  allotment  was  by  the  same 
award  exchanged  for  10a.  1 r.  12p.  situate  at  Kitbridge,  in  the  parish  of 
Carisbrooke,  being  part  of  an  allotment  thereby  made  to  George  Ward,  esq. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  under  which  this  award  was  made,  passed  in  1812, 
and  the  commissioners  were  thereby  required  to  make  compensation,  either  in 
money  or  by  allotment,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport, 
in  lieu  of  any  right  they  might  establish  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners 
to  sere  and  broken  wood,  within  the  limits  of  the  lands  to  be  inclosed,  provided 
that  the  same  should  be  vested  in  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time 
being,  to  be  by  them  applied  in  such  manner  as  might  be  deemed  most  beneficial 
for  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  except  that  no  part  thereof  should  be 
applied  in  aid  of  any  rate  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

' By  lease,  bearing  date  21st  September  1819,  George  Mildenhall  and  Thomas 
Robinson,  churchwardens,  and  James  Rowden  and  Richard  Pittis,  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Newport,  demised  to  Thomas  Morgan  the  above- 
mentioned  10  a.  1 R.  12p.  for  a term  of  14  yeai's  from  11th  October  then  next, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  10/.  126'.  Qd.  This  lease,  being  the  first  after  the  inclosure, 
was  granted  by  tender,  and  the  rent  appears  to  have  been  fair.  The  land, 
which  is  arable,  and  lies  near  the  town  of  Newport,  is  stated  to  have  been  well 
managed  by  the  tenant,  and  it  is  expected  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  the 
rent  may  be  increased. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  acting  churchwarden,  and  is  usually  distributed 
by  him  in  money,  shortly  after  Easter,  in  the  same  manner,  and  amongst  poor 
of  the  same  description,  as  the  before-mentioned  gifts  of  Warland  and  others. 
An  account  of  these  distributions,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  partaking  of 
them,  is  entered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

The  rent  due  at  Lady-day  1825,  had  not  been  received  or  distributed  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  it  having  been  thought  better  by  the  churchwardens  to 
reserve  it  until  the  ensuing  winter. 

Girls  Charity  School. 

This  school  was  founded  by  subscription  in  I7CI,  for  the  purpose  of  clothing 
a number  of  poor  girls  of  Newport,  instructing  them  in  religion,  and  qualifying 
them  to  be  honest  and  useful  servants  or  apprentices. 

In  I7G4,  Benjamin  Cooke,  esquire,  gave  for  the  benefit  of  this  establishment, 
a messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Newport,  on  the  north  side  of  Lugley- 
street,  with  the  backside  and  garden  thereto  belonging,  and  conveyed  the  same, 
by  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  dated 
9th  August  in  that  year,  to  Sir  John  Barrington,  and  six  other  persons,  for  the 
habitation  and  benefit  of  a schoolmistress,  as  a charity  school,  for  the  clothing 
poor  girls,  instructing  them  in  reading  and  working,  and  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  putting  them  forth  to  service,  such  schoolmistress  and 
the  children  to  be  appointed,  removed,  regulated  and  governed  by  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  of  the  said  premises,  according  to  such  rules  as  he,  the  said 
Benjamin  Cooke,  should  by  his  will,  or  any  instrument  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  appoint : And  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  the  number  of  trustees, 
resident  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  should  be  reduced  to  five  trustees,  willing  to  act, 
the  survivors  should  chuse  and  convey  the  premises  to  six  other  proper  persons, 
inhabiting  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  21st  and  22d  September  1802, 
from  the  recital  in  which  the  above  abstract  of  the  donor's  will  is  taken,  Robert 
Clarke,  to  whom  the  said  premises  had  been  conveyed  by^  the  three  then  surviv- 
ing trustees,  reconveyed  the  premises  to  Leonard  Lord  Holmes,  and  ten  others, 
of  whom  the  present  Sir  William  Oglander,  baronet,  is  the  only"  survivor. 

With  the  subscription  which  was  raised  for  the  establishment  of  this  school, 
and  several  legacies  and  donations,  which  have  been  since  contributed  for  its 
support,  the  sums  of  I,6l3/.  145.  three  per  cent  consolidated  annuities,  and 
1,200/.  three  per  cent  reduced  annuities,  have  been  from  time  to  time  pur- 
chased, the  former  of  which  is  now  standing  in  the  names  of  Robert  Clarke, 
esquire,  of  Newport,  banker,  and  the  latter  in  the  name  of  Henry  Hoare,  esquire, 
of  Fleet-street,  London,  and  others. 


A considerable 
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A considerable  sum,  usually  amounting  to  about  80/.,  is  raised  annually  by 
voluntary  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  by  collections  occasionally  made  in 
the  church,  when  sermons  are  preached  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity. 

The  amount  of  the  sums  thus  raised  is  carried  to  the  same  account,  as  the 
dividends  of  the  stock,  which  amount  to  84/.  85.  2c/.  per  annum,  and  with  this 
income  20  girls  are  educated  and  clothed,  and  seven  or  eight  of  them  are 
maintained  as  boarders  in  the  schoolmistress’s  house.  On  leaving  school  the 
gills  are  generally  placed  out  in  service. 

The  establishment  is  superintended  by  a committee  of  ladies,  who  are  sub- 
scribers to  it.  


Newport. 
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PARISH  OF  NITON. 

Gifts  of  Weeckes,  Pittis,  and  others. 

Robert  Weeckes,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  lyth  September  1784,  gave  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  Niton,  150/.  on  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the 
parliamentary  stocks,  or  in  real  or  government  security,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
yearly  interest  and  dividends  thereof,  for  the  instructing  of  poor  children 
of  the  parish  of  Niton,  to  read  the  English  tongue ; and  he  desired,  that  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  Niton,  for  the  time  being,  would  nominate  a 
poor  indigent  woman  of  that  parish  as  a schoolmistress,  to  instruct  the  poor 
boys  thereof  to  read,  and  the  poor  girls  to  read,  and  in  knitting  and  needle- 
work; and  he  directed  the  said  minister  and  churchwardens  to  pay  the  interest 
and  dividends  of  the  said  150/.  to  such  poor  woman,  so  to  be  by  them 
appointed. 

In  a table  of  benefactions  in  Niton  church,  the  following  donations  are  stated, 
besides  that  of  Mr.  Weeckes,  and  it  is  added,  that  the  interest  of  all  of  them 
was  to  be  expended  in  instructing  the  children  of  poor  parishioners  of  Niton: 


Time  unknown  Mr.  Pittis 

1789  - Mr.  Richard  Blyth 

1823  - Thomas  Sharpe,  esq. 


£.  s.  d. 
- 100  - - 

4 - - 

5 - - 


Niton. 


Gifts  of  Weeckes, 
Pittis,  and  others. 


The  Rev.  John  Barwis,  who  has  been  rector  of  Niton  nearly  40  years,  and 
has  resided  there  till  the  last  two  or  three  years,  but  now  lives  in  Cumberland, 
informs  us  by  letter,  that  Mr.  Weeckes’s  legacy  was  invested  by  himself,  and  the 
churchwardens,  in  two  Isle  of  Wight  House  of  Industry  bonds,  one  for  100/. 
and  the  other  for  50  /.,  bearing  interest  at  4 per  cent,  in  the  names  of  the  rector 
and  churchwardens  of  Niton  ; that  the  latter  sum  still  remains  on  the  same  secu- 
rity, but  the  bond  for  100  /.  was  not  long  ago  paid  off  (amongst  others)  by  lot, 
and  that  the  amount  was  deposited  by  Mr.  Barwis  in  the  hands  of  his  bankers 
at  Newport,  to  be  replaced  on  the  security  of  a similar  bond,  when  one  can  be 
procured. 

!Mr.  Barwis  also  informs  us,  that  he  could  never  learn  who  Mr.  Pittis  was, 
from  whom  the  gift  of  100/.  was  derived;  that  there  was  a tradition,  that  he 
left  that  sum  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Niton,  but  that  it  was  not  known  when 
or  for  what  purpose  it  was  given ; that  when  he  (Mr.  Barwis)  first  went  to  reside 
at  Niton,  a sum  of  96/.  was  brought  to  him  by  William  Payne,  a farmer  in  the 
parish,  and  a churchwarden  (since  dead),  which  he  said  he  had  borrowed  from  a 
former  churchwarden,  who  told  him  that  Pittis’s  legacy  was  100  /.,  that  it  was,  by 
a former  rector  placed  in  the  funds,  and  sold  out  at  a loss  of  4/.  The  returns 

made  to  Parliament  in  I786,  state  that Pittis  gave  to  the  poor  of  Niton, 

96/.,  then  vested  in  William  Paine,  and  producing  SI.  I65.  8d.  per  annum. 
This  sum  of  96/.,  together  with  the  donations  of  Mr.  Blyth,  and  Mr.  Sharpe, 
making  in  the  whole  105  /.  are  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Barwis,  who  states,  that 
he  only  waits  for  an  opportunity  of  placing  all  the  money  for  which  he  is  ac- 
countable, on  the  security  of  a House  of  Industry  bond ; and  it  appears  to  us 
desirable  that  this  should  be  done. 

The  annual  sum  of  10  /.  as  the  interest  of  the  gifts  of  Weeckes,  Pittis  and 
Blyth,  at  4 per  cent,  has  been  constantly  paid  by  Mr.  Barwis,  to  a schoolmaster 
lit  Niton,  to  which  45.  per  annum  has  been  lately  added,  as  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Sharpe’s  gift  of  51.  The  schoolmaster,  who  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Barwis, 
occupies,  rent-free,  a house  situate  at  a place  in  the  parish  called  Beerlay,  with 
I school-room  attached  to  it,  a garden  and  a parcel  of  land  adjoining  thereto, 
nclosed  from  the  common.  Mr.  Barwis,  some  years  after  he  went  to  reside 
'•  Rep.  15.  3 Q 4 at 


Niton. 


Gifts  of  W'eeckes, 
Pittis,  and  others, 
continued. 
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Nortliwood. 
^lann’s  Gift. 
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at  Niton,  purchased  this  house,  with  tlie  garden  belonging  to  it,  as  a habitation 
for  the  schoolmaster,  repaired  the  premises,  and  built  the  school-room  at  his  own 
expense,  except  a donation  of  20  guineas,  from  Messrs.  Kirkpatrick,  the  lords 
of  the  manor,  who  also  permitted  Mr.  Barwis  to  make  an  inclosure  of  part  of  the 
common,  which  still  remains  attached  to  the  school  premises.  Mr.  Barwis  states, 
that  in  the  purchase  and  repairs,  and  the  erection  of  the  school-room,  he  ex- 
pended nearly  300/.,  and  that  he  proposes  to  give  the  premises  in  perpetuity, 
for  the  use  of  a schoolmaster,  to  be  appointed  by  the  rector  of  Niton  for  the 
time  being.  It  should  be  observed,  however,  that  in  order  to  make  this  gift 
valid,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  carried  into  effect  by  deed  enrolled,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  9 Geo.  2,  c.  3G. 

The  schoolmaster,  in  respect  of  his  salary  of  10/.  45.  per  annum,  and  of  the 
occupation  of  these  premises,  instructs  in  reading,  free  of  expense,  the  children 
of  poor  parishioners  of  Niton,  being  paid  a small  weekly  sum,  for  such  as  are 
taught  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  for  the  girls,  who  are  instructed  in  needle- 
work by  the  schoolmaster’s  wife. 

The  children  were  admitted  into  the  school  upon  the  nomination  of  ]\Ir.  Bar- 
wis, during  his  residence  at  Niton,  and  his  curate  has  been  authorised  by  him, 
to  appoint  them  in  his  absence.  At  the  time  of  our  investigation,  (Mav  1825), 
there  were  about  20  children  thus  instructed.  The  master  has  other  scholars, 
for  whose  education  he  is  paid  by  their  parents. 


PARISH  OF  NORTHWOOD. 

Mann’s  Gift. 

John  Manti,  whose  benefactions  to  the  parishes  of  Arreton  and  Newport  have 
been  already  stated,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  31st  January  1688,  gave  to  his 
trustees,  and  their  heirs,  a fee-farm  rent  of  43/.  155.  4c/.  issuing  out  of  the  Grange 
of  Lazenby,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  be  paid  and  payable  to  or  received  by  the 
ministers,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
parish  of  Whippingham  and  the  parish  ofNorthwood,  both  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 
(that  is  to  say),  23/.  to  the  parish  of  Whippingham,  and  the  remainder,  being 
20/.  155.  Aid.  to  the  parish  of  Northwood,  to  be  by  them  and  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants  in  each  distinct  parish,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  laid  out  and  dis- 
posed of,  in  the  first  place,  for  the  maintenance,  education  and  setting  up,  or 
otherwise  providing  in  the  world,  of  and  for  poor  orphan  children  that  should 
be  in  East  or  West  Cowes,  and  after  that  to  other  children  in  the  said  parishes 
at  large,  and  after  that  to  the  maintenance  and  provision  of  poor,  ancient,  lame 
and  impotent  people,  within  the  same  parishes ; and  he  directed,  that  the 
ministers  and  officers  of  each  parish  should  act  distinctly,  and  dispose  of  the  | 
proportions  given  them  above,  without  having  any  intermeddling  the  one  with 
the  other. 

' This  fee-farm  rent,  amounting,  after  a deduction  of  8/.  15  5.  for  land-tax,  to 
35/.  05.  Ad,,  is  paid  by  the  representatives  of  the  late  Henry  Pierse,  esq. 
of  Bedale,  in  Yorkshire,  as  the  owner  of  the  Grange  of  Lazenby,  and  is 
annually  transmitted  to  Thomas  Sewell,  esq.  of  Newport,  as  has  been  already 
stated  in  the  account  of  this  donor’s  gift  to  the  parish  of  Arreton. 

The  annual  sum  of  16/.  IO5.,  being  the  proportion  to  which  the  parish  of 
Northwood  is  entitled,  after  the  deduction  for  land-tax,  and  a small  sum  for 
postage,  is  received  from  Mr.  Sewell,  by  the  churchwarden  of  Northwood  for 
the  time  being,  and  is  disposed  of  principally  in  apprenticing  poor  orphans,  hoys 
or  girls,  of  West  Cowes,  in  this  parish,  or  of  other  parts  of  the  parish,  two 
being  apprenticed  in  each  year,  and  the  premium  usually  given  with  each 
being  8/.  5 s.  If  there  are  no  applications  for  children  of  this  description,  the 
portion  of  this  fee-farm  rent  is  distributed  in  bread,  amongst  the  old,  infirm, 
and  most  necessitous  poor  of  the  parish. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  of  this  charity,  that  in  1817,  there  was  a balance 
due  to  it  from  Mr.  Thomas  Coombes,  who  had  been  for  several  preceding  years 
churchwarden,  of  32/.  65.  Mr.  Coombes  became  insolvent,  and  compounded 
with  his  creditors,  under  which  a sum  of  23/.  I85.  9d.  was  received  by  the  suc- 
ceeding churchwardens,  and  applied  partly  in  apprenticing  poor  children,  and 
partly  in  a distribution  of  bread  j and  a loss  was  thus  incurred  to  the  charity  of 
8/.  75.  3d. 


Hr. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Scriven,  who  was  churchwarden  from  1823  to  1824,  received 
one  year’s  portion  of  the  fee-farm  rent,  and  apprenticed  one  orphan,  with 
a premium  of  '^L  s.  He  also  distributed  51.  185.  5d.  in  bread;  so  that 
there  remained  due  from  him  a balance  of  31.  4s.  '^d.,  which  had  not  been 
paid  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (May  182.5),  Mr.  Scriven  having  taken  the 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act ; but  it  was  hoped  that  the  balance  due  to  the 
charity  would  be  recovered. 

The  distributions  of  bread  under  this  charity  are  made  by  the  parish  officers 
for  the  time  being. 

Smith’s  Gift. 

' Richard  Smithy  by  his  will,  bearing  date  15th  March  1699,  gave  his  lands  at 
Northwood,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  the  minister  of  that  parish  for  the  time 
being,  on  condition  that  he  should  pay  405.  a year,  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the 
poor  of  that  parish,  and  10  /.  a year,  clear  of  all  deductions,  to  the  parish  of 
Saint  Mary  Woolnoth,  in  the  city  of  London,  to  the  use,  that  once  in  every  two 
years  they  should  be  obliged  to  put  out  a poor  child  apprentice  to  some  honest 
calling,  recommended  and  sent  to  London  from  the  parish  of  Northwood, 
the  minister,  and  ten  more,  of  the  aforesaid  parish,  to  be  the  recommenders  ; 
and  that  in  case  the  parish  of  Northwood  should  neglect  to  send  up  such  child 
in  four  years  time,  then  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary  Woolnoth,  first  giving  notice 
to  the  minister  of  Northwood,  should  put  out  a child  from  their  own  parish, 
with  two  years  rent,  as  often  as  there  were  four  years  due. 

The  Rev.  John  Breeks,  the  present  incumbent  of  Northwood,  is  in  possession 
of  a house  and  about  50  acres  of  land,  at  Northwood,  derived  from  the  gift  of 
Mr.  Smith,  and  charged  with  the  above  mentioned  annual  payments  of  40  s. 
and  10/. 

In  respect  of  the  annuity  of  40  5.,  15  5.  worth  of  bread  is  distributed,  about 
Christmas,  to  the  poor  at  Northwood  church,  by  the  minister  and  church- 
warden, and  the  remaining  25  s.  is  also  disposed  of  in  bread  amongst  the 
poor  of  West  Cowes,  by  one  of  the  parishioners,  to  whom  that  sum  is  sent  by 
the  incumbent. 

The  annual  sum  of  10/.,  payable  for  putting  out  apprentices,  used  to  be  sent 
up,  once  in  two  years,  to  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary  Woolnoth,  London,  with 
a child  from  the  parish  of  Northwood,  to  be  placed  out  apprentice ; but  it 
appears,  that  from  the  year  1796  to  the  present  time,  poor  children  (boys  or 
girls)  of  the  parish  have  been  placed  out  as  apprentices  from  this  charity  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  instead  of  being  sent  to  London.  We  are  informed,  that  this 
deviation  from  the  donor’s  directions  took  place  with  the  mutual  consent  of  the 
parishioners  of  Northwood  and  Saint  Mary  Woolnoth,  in  consequence  of  the 
expenses  incurred  in  sending  the  children  to  London. 

Once  in  two  years,  a child,  selected  from  the  poor  parishioners  of  Northwood 
by  the  incumbent,  is  apprenticed  from  this  charity,  with  a premium  of  20/. 


Northwood. 


iNJann’s  Gift, 
continued. 


Smith's  Gift. 


Cole’s  Gift. 

Thomas  Cole,  of  East  Cowes,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  the  24th  February  17^5, 
bequeathed,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  East  Cowes  and  West  Cowes,  the  sum  of 
100/.,  to  be  put  into  some  fund  or  stock,  as  his  executrix  should  be  best  advised, 
for  security,  so  that  the  interest  and  profits  thereof  might  be  paid  yearly  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  Whippingham,  and  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  Northwood,  for  the  time  being,  and  by  them  equally  divided  and 
applied,  to  and  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  children  of  East  and 
West  Cowes,  for  education  or  provision  for  them,  as  they  respectively  should 
think  fit. 

The  moiety  of  this  legacy,  applicable  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  children  of 
West  Cowes,  was,  previously  to  1817,  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  parishioners, 
without  security.  In  that  year,  it  was  laid  out  on  mortgage  of  a house  on 
the  north  side  of  Hog-lane,  in  West  Cowes,  then  belonging  to  Martin  Oliver 
Buckell,  and  now  to  Arthur  Oliver  Buckell,  his  brother,  at  five  her  cent  interest. 
The  mortgage  deeds,  which  were  made  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Dalton,  rector, 
David  Davis,  and  Thomas  Coombes,  churchwardens  of  Northwood,  in  trust,  for 
Cole’s  charity,  are  in  the  parish  chest. 

The  interest,  being  2/.  10  5.  per  annum,  is  paid  to  a schoolmistress  in  West 
Cowes,  for  teaching  four  young  children  of  the  parish  to  read. 
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PARISH  OF  ST.  HELENS. 

Bell-croft. 

By  lease,  bearing  date  22d  February  1719,  William  Clarke  and  John  Soth- 
cott,  churchwardens,  and  William  Stigant,  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Helens,  in  consideration  of  a new  house  to  be  erected  on  part  of  the 
premises  thereinafter  granted,  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish, 
demised  to  William  French,  the  then  remaining  part  of  a butt  of  land,  belong- 
ing to  the  said  parish,  called  Bell-croft,  which  was  fenced  out  from  the  new 
churchyard,  and  situate  in  that  parish,  for  a term  of  99  years  from  the  date 
thereof,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2 s.  6d.,  payable  to  the  said  churchw'ardens  and 
overseer,  and  their  successors. 

After  this  lease  was  granted,  William  French,  the  lessee,  built  a house  on  the 
premises. 

At  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  in  1818,  John  Cheverton  was  in 
possession  of  the  demised  premises,  having  in  1790,  married  the  widow  of  Jolm 
IStagg,  in  whom  the  lease  appears  to  have  become  vested.  Cheverton  refused 
to  give  up  the  possession  of  the  premises  ; and  as  no  document,  except  the  lease 
of  1719,  could  be  found,  and  it  could  not  be  ascertained  in  w'hom  the  legal 
estate  was  vested,  an  information  w'as,  in  1821,  under  the  advice  of  counsel,  filed 
against  him,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  at  the  instance  of  the  churchw'ardens 
and  overseers  of  St.  Helens. 

Cheverton,  in  his  answer,  which  was  put  in  in  1822,  stated,  that  he  had  made 
an  agreement  with  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
lease,  to  rent  the  premises  at  4/.  per  annum,  and  that  he  had  paid  11  /.  on 
account  of  such  rent,  and  set  forth  two  receipts,  given  to  him  for  the  amount 
thereof,  by  James  Taylor,  one  of  the  churchwardens;  and  as  it  was  found,  that 
the  said  James  Taylor  had  in  fact,  though  without  the  knowledge  of  the  solicitor 
employed  for  the  parish,  made  such  an  agreement,  and  received  the  rent,  the 
proceedings  were  dropped. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (May  1825),  the  parishioners  w'ere  in  negotiation 
with  Cheverton,  with  a view  to  obtain  possession  of  the  premises  without 
bringing  an  ejectment.  If  the  negotiation  proved  ineffectual,  it  was  intended 
to  commence  an  action. 

The  premises  consist  of  a house  and  out-buildings,  in  tolerable  repair,  with 
a garden  and  orchard,  containing  together  about  an  acre  and  an  half  of  land, 
adjoining  the  churchyard ; and  it  was  stated  to  us,  that  an  offer  had  been 
made,  to  take  them  when  possession  could  be  obtained,  at  the  rent  of  10/.  per 
annum. 

We  have  found  no  document  tending  to  show  to  what  purpose  the  rent  of 
these  premises  ought  to  be  applied;  but  the  rent  of  2s.  6d.  received  under 
the  lease,  and  the  produce  of  some  timber  to  the  amount  of  3/.  or  4/.,  cut 
nearly  30  years  ago,  were  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  carried  to  their 
genera!  account,  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church. 

Gard’s  Gift. 

The  particulars  of  this  gift  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the 
charities  of  Arreton,  under  which  it  appears,  that  the  poor  of  this  parish  were 
originally  entitled  to  two  annual  sums  of  10  s.,  but  now  receive  only  one  sum  of 
that  amount. 

This  annual  sum  is  now  paid  by  the  agent  of  Sir  William  Oglander,  out  of  an 
estate  at  Westbrook,  to  Mr.  William  Westmore,  a parishioner  of  St.  Helens, 
and  is  distributed,  together  with  the  money  collected  at  the  sacrament,  in  bread 
or  small  sums  of  money,  varying  from  1 to  2 5.  6 d.,  amongst  all  the  poor  of 
f;he  parish,  according  to  their  wants  and  their  numbers  in  family. 
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PARISH  OF  SHORWELL. 

Miss  Bull’s  Gift,  and  Rennet’s  Gift. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Bull,  by  lier  will,  bearing  date  2d  October  1808,  bequeathed  Shorwell. 
to  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Shorwell,  and  their  sue- 
cessors,  1,000  1.  on  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  on  government  or  real  security,  and  Bennet’s  Gift. 

and  to  apply  the  produce  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  cottagers  and  other  v — <• 

poor  of  the  said  parish,  either  in  money,  articles  of  provision,  coals,  or  other 
necessaries,  in  such  proportions,  and  at  such  times  of  the  year,  as  the  said 
minister  and  churchwardens  should,  in  their  discretion,  think  most  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  poor. 

Richard  Henry  Alexander  Bennet,  esq.,  by  his  will,  dated  8th  May  1811, 
bequeathed  to  his  son,  Richard  Henry  Alexander  Bennet,  and  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  of  the  parish  of  Shorwell,  1,000 1.  on  trust,  to 
place  the  same  out  in  such  government  stocks  or  funds,  as  they  should  think 
proper,  and  apply  the  produce  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  people  of  the  said 
parish,  in  such  manner  as  his  said  son  should,  during  his  life,  direct,  and  after 
his  decease,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  minister  and  churchwardens  should 
direct,  it  being  his  will  that  the  same  should  be  applied  for  ever,  thereafter, 
towards  the  relief  of  the  said  poor  people. 

The  legacy  given  by  Miss  Bull,  after  deducting  the  legacy  duty,  was  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  1,366  /.  4 s.  Qd.  three  per  cent  consols.  This  stock  was  trans- 
ferred in  1820,  into  the  names  of  the  Rev.  William  Henry  Newbolt,  D.D.,  who 
was  then  rector  of  this  parish,  Henry  Way,  esq.  then  one  of  the  churchwardens, 
and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Amelia  Bennet,  in  whose  names  it  now  stands. 

The  legacy  of  Mr.  Bennet,  after  deducting  legacy  duty,  was  laid  out  in  I8I7, 
in  the  purchase  of  1,425/.  14  5.  10  d.  three  per  cent  consols.  This  stock  was 
transferred  in  1820,  into  the  names  of  the  said  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Amelia  Bennet, 
the  widow  of  the  testator,  the  said  Henry  Way,  and  James  Wheeler,  esquires, 
the  then  churchwardens,  in  whose  names  it  now  stands. 

The  dividends  on  these  two  sums,  amounting  to  83/.  15  5.  per  annum,  are 
received  by  Thomas  Sewell,  esquire,  for  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

Captain  Bennet,  the  son  of  the  testator,  died  about  six  years  ago,  and  the 
charity  has  since  been  distributed  principally  under  the  directions  of  his  mother, 

Mrs.  Bennet,  who  resides  in  the  parish,  in  bread,  blankets,  clothing  and  fuel, 
which  are  given  away  in  the  winter,  amongst  the  most  necessitous  persons  of  the 
parish,  and  those  who  have  the  largest  families;  and  some  of  the  poorest  receive 
a weekly  allowance  of  bread  throughout  the  year.  The  bills  for  these  articles 
are  sent  to  Mr.  Sewell,  signed  by  Mrs.  Bennet,  and  he  pays  them  out  of  the 
dividends. 

Regular  accounts  are  kept  of  the  disbursements,  in  a book  provided  for  the 
purpose,  and  they  are  audited  annually,  and  signed  by  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens, and  by  Mrs.  Bennet.  This  book,  and  the  vouchers  for  the  payments, 
are  kept  in  the  parish  chest. 

When  the  accounts  were  audited  in  November  1824,  there  was  a balance 
‘against  the  charity  of  9/.  155.  1 d.  The  expenditure,  in  former  years,  has  some- 
times rather  fallen  short  of  the  income,  and  sometimes  exceeded  it.  The  balance 
on  either  side  is  carried  to  the  next  year’s  account. 


PARISH  OF  WHIPPINGHAM. 

Mann’s  Gift. 

The  particulars  of  this  gift  of  a fee-farm  rent,  issuing  out  of  the  Grange  of 
Lazenby,  in  the  county  of  York,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parishes  of  Northwood 
and  Whippingham,  have  been  already  stated  in  the  account  of  the  charities  in 
the  parish  of  Northwood,  in  the  present  Report. 

The  portion  of  the  fee-farm  rent  belonging  to  this  parish,  amounting,  after 
a deduction  for  land-tax,  and  a small  sum  for  postage,  to  18/.  65.  is  received 
from  Mr.  Sewell,  by  the  churchwarden  for  the  time  being,  and  is  usually  applied 
in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  East  Cowes,  or  of  other  parts  of  the  parish  of 
Whippingham.  Mr.  James  White,  who  has  held  the  office  of  churchwarden 
since  1820,  received  from  his  predecessor  a balance  of  14/.  II5.  belonging  to 
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Whippingham.  this  charity,  and  has  also  received  the  payments  due  from  Michaelmas  1819  to 
Michaelmas  1824,  inclusive. 

continued.  ’ During  the  above  period  four  boys  have  been  apprenticed,  with  the  approval 

^ ' of  the  minister  and  cliurchvvardens,  with  premiums  of  20/.  each,  and  two  with 

premiums  of  15/.  each,  and  the  only  other  expenditure  has  been  a sum  of  8/. 
given  in  1821,  to  a poor  parishioner  of  Whippingham  liaving  a large  family,  who 
had  an  offer  of  a good  situation  out  of  the  island,  to  assist  him  in  removing,  and 
in  clothing  his  children. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (May  1825)  there  remained  a balance  in  Mr.White’s 
hands  of  11/.  s.  Mr.  Wiiite  states,  that  during  the  time  that  he  has  been 
churchwarden,  there  have  been  no  applications  on  the  behalf  of  orplians  for  the 
benefit  of  the  charity,  and  that  most  of  the  apprentices  lately  placed  out,  have 
been  taken  from  the  national  school  established  for  the  parish  of  Wliippiugliam, 
at  East  Cowes,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  officiating  minister  of  the 
parish.  The  accounts  of  the  charity  are  usually,  once  in  two  or  three  years, 
submitted  to  and  allowed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace. 

It  should  be  observed,  that  poor  orphan  children  of  East  Cowes  were  the  first 
objects  of  this  donor’s  bounty,  and  therefore  endeavours  ought  to  be  made  by  the 
persons  acting  as  trustees  of  this  branch  of  Mr.  Mann’s  charity,  to  find  children 
answering  this  description,  if  possible. 

Cole’s  Gift. 

Cole’s  Gift.  The  particulars  of  the  bequest  of  Thomas  Cole,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
children  in  East  and  West  Cowes,  that  is  to  say,  for  their  education  or  provision, 
are  stated  in  a former  part  of  this  Report,  amongst  the  charities  in  the  parish  of 
Northwood.  One  moiety  of  this  legacy  was  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
children  of  East  Cowes,  in  the  purchase  of  one  of  the  House  of  Industry  bonds 
for  50/.,  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent,  and  2/.  is  received  annually  by  the 
churchwarden,  as  the  interest  thereof,  from  Sir  Richard  Bassett,  the  treasurer. 

Since  1819,  the  interest  has  been  carried  to  the  funds  of  the  national  school, 
established  at  that  period  in  East  Cowes.  Before  that  time  it  w'as  applied  in  aid 
of  a subscription  for  a girls  school. 

PARISH  OF  WHITWELL. 

Kino’s  Gift. 

Whitwell.  ' Tanny  King,  w'idow,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  26th  Januar}'^  1808,  and  proved 
in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1818,  gave  to  the  rector  and  church- 

King’s  Gift.  .wardens  of  Whitwell,  50/.  on  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  government  or  real 
security,  at  interest,  and  to  lay  out  the  interest  in  bread,  and  distribute  the 
same  amongst  such  poor  people  of  that  parish,  as  they  should  think  most  in 
need,  and  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions,  as  in  their  judgment  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  such  poor  people. 

This  sum  of  50/.  is  secured,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent,  on  a mortgage  of 
the  tolls  of  the  roads  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  dated  14th  June  1818,  and  made 
under  an  Act  of  53  George  HI.  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Worsley,  D.D.  and  trans- 
ferred by  him  in  1819,  to  the  Rev.  John  Barwis,  the  rector  of  this  parish. 

The  churchwarden  of  this  parish  receives  from  Mr.  Sew'ell,  the  clerk  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Roads,  the  interest  of  this  security,  being  2/.  10^. 
per  annum,  and  it  is  laid  out  in  bread,  which  is  distributed  at  the  church  on  the 
Sunday  after  Christmas -day,  amongst  all  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  proportion 
to  their  numbers  in  family. 


PARISH  OF  YARMOUTH. 

Lord  Holmes’s  Gift. 

Yarmouth.  ^7  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  bearing  date  28th 

January  1752,  between  Thomas  Holmes,  esquire,  (who  was  afterwards  created 

J.ord  Holmes’s  Gift.  Lord  Holmes),  of  the  one  part;  and  Barnabas  Evely  Leigh,  and  John  Eames, 
esfjuires,  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas.  Holmes,  by  his  will, 

bearing 
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bearing  date  some  time  in  the  beginning  of  August  then  last,  had  devised  the 
sum  of  30/.  per  annum  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  farm,  called  Alver- 
stone  farm,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  such  charitable  uses  as  were  therein  men- 
tioned ; and  that  the  said  Thomas  Holmes  had  been  advised,  that  the  devise  to 
the  said  charity  was  liable  to  be  defeated,  in  being  contrary  to  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament ; and  that  the  said  Thomas  Holmes  was  desirous  to  prevent  an  accident 
of  that  kind,  and  to  establish  a charity  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth, 
agreeable  to  the  rules  and  directions  in  the  schedule  thereunder  written  ; The 
said  Thomas  Holmes,  in  consideration  of  5s.  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said 
Barnabas  Evely  Leigli,  and  John  Eames,  and  their  heirs,  the  farm  called  Alver- 
stone  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  trust,  to  apply 
30/.  every  year  to  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  person,  and  for  such  uses,  and  in 
such  manner  and  form,  as  was  directed  in  the  orders  and  rules  thereunder  men- 
tioned ; and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits,  to  such  uses  as  he  had  by 
his  will  appointed,  or  should  by  any  other  will  appoint,  and  for  default  of  such 
appointment,  in  trust,  for  the  said  Thomas  Holmes,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 


Yarmouth. 


Lord  Holmes’s  Gift, 
continued, 

\ 


The  schedule  referred  to  in  the  deed  contains  the  following  orders  and  direc- 
tions for  applying  the  charity  : — 


1st. — That  the  trustees,  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Thomas  Holmes,  during 
his  life,  and  after  his  decease,  with  the  consent  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  Yarmouth  for  the  time  being,  should  apply  so  much  yearly  of 
the  said  charity  as  should  be  necessary  in  cleaning  the  monument  which  he 
had  erected  to  the  memory  of  his  son,  Henry  Holmes,  and  keeping  the  letters 
thereof  well  cut. 


2dly. — That  they  should  apply,  by  such  directions  and  with  such  consent,  one- 
third  part  of  the  residue  of  the  said  charity  every  year,  in  placing  out  appren- 
tices any  poor  boys  or  girls  that  should  be  parishioners  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth, 
and  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  the  other  two-thirds  at  the  said  monument  every 
year  on  the  11th  June,  the  day  on  which  the  said  Flenry  Holmes  died,  in  the 
following  manner,  (that  is  to  say)  ; one  part,  to  the  minister  of  the  said  town, 
for  the  time  being,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  and  the  other  part,  to  such  poor 
of  the  said  town  who  should  receive  no  alms  from  the  parish. 

The  annuity  of  30/.,  given  by  Mr.  Holmes,  is  received  by  the  churchwarden 
for  the  time  being,  a few  days  before  the  22d  of  June,  being  the  11th  June 
O.  S.  from  Mr.  Sewell,  the  agent  for  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Sir 
Leonard  Thomas  Worsley  Holmes,  bart.  lately  deceased,  in  respect  of  a farm  of 
nearly  300  acres,  in  the  parish  of  Brading,  called  Alverstone  Farm.  This  sum 
of  30/.  is  divided  into  three  equal  parts,  one  of  which  is  applied  for  the  putting 
out  apprentices,  one  is  paid  to  the  minister,  and  out  of  the  third  the  expense  of 
cleaning  the  monument  of  Henry  Holmes  has  been  hitherto  deducted,  and  the 
residue  has  been  given  to  the  poor. 

With  respect  to  the  first  10/.  one  boy  or  girl  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Yar- 
mouth is  placed  out  every  year  upon  an  average,  under  the  directions  of  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  with  a premium  of  10/. 

Out  of  the  10/.  appropriated  to  the  poor,  the  sum  of  25.  was  paid  annually, 
up  to  the  year  1821,  for  cleaning  the  monument  of  Henry  Holmes,  in  Yar- 
mouth church,  and  in  the  three  last  years  the  sums  expended  on  this  account 
have  amounted  to  2/.  13  5.  These  expenses,  it  will  be  observed,  ought  to  be 
deducted,  in  the  first  instance,  out  of  the  30/.,  before  it  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  this  should  be  attended  to  in  future.  The  residue  of  this  10  /.  has 
been  distributed  yearly  on  the  22d  June  (being  the  11th,  old  stile)  by  the  minis- 
ter and  churchw^ardens,  at  the  monument,  amongst  poor  persons  of  the  parish, 
usually  in  sums  varying  from  85.  to  I65.  Two  or  three  old  widows  receiving 
parochial  relief  have  lately  had  a portion  of  this  charityj';  but  in  June  1824,  it 
was  resolved,  that  the  distribution  should  in  future  be  in  strict  conformity  to 
the  deed,  and  a memorandum  of  such  resolution  was  entered  in  the  book  of 
accounts. 
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GENERAL  CHARITY. 

Duncanson’s  Gift. 

FJizabeth  Duncanson,  widow,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  6th  December  1728, 
gave  to  six  widows  that  should  not  receive  collection  of  the  parish  to  which 
they  belonged,  the  smn  oi'  5s.  a-piece,  to  be  paid  them  every  Christmas,  out  of 
her  bargain  at  Leak,  near  Yard,  in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight ; 
and  directed,  that  such  widows  should  be  nominated  by  her  trustees,  and  that  as 
one  died  another  should  be  chosen  in  her  place  ; and  she  also  gave  the  sum  of 
42  s.  yearly  out  of  the  said  bargain,  to  help  to  maintain  six  poor  children  at 
school,  to  learn  to  read  or  write,  to  be  paid  by  her  said  trustees  every  Christ- 
mas ; and  she  directed,  that  the  said  children  should  be  nominated  by  them  as 
often  as  any  one  should  die,  or  be  grown  up  to  go  to  any  business,  so  as  to 
keep  up  the  number  of  six  ; and  she  also  bequeathed  40 a-year,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  said  bargain,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years,  to  the  use  of  the  meeting  at 
the  town  of  Newport,  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  there  ; and  all  the  residue  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  bargain  she  gave  to  her  said  trustees,  to  be  disposed 
of  to  some  further  public  and  charitable  use,  at  their  own  discretion  ; and  she 
directed,  that  all  the  yearly  legacies  that  were  given  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said 
bargain,  should  be  so  paid  during  the  residue  of  the  term  she  had  in  the  said 
bargain  then  unexpired  ; and  she  further  directed,  that  her  trustees  should,  in 
their  life-time,  make  provision  to  leave  the  said  bargain  at  their  deaths,  in  the 
hands  of  wise  and  honest  men,  that  would  faithfully  see  to  the  fulfilling  of  her 
will  in  every  part ; and  when  the  twenty  years  for  the  paying  the  said  405.  to 
the  use  of  the  meeting  should  expire,  she  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  her  trustees 
to  appropriate  that  405.  a-year  to  what  public  or  charitable  use  they  should 
think  fit : And  she  gave  her  messuage  or  tenement  or  bargain  at  Leak,  to  John 
Goodall,  of  Carisbrooke,  and  Thomas  Brown,  of  Newport,  their  executors,  admi- 
nistrators and  assigns,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  years  therein  unexpired,  in 
trust,  for  the  paying  all  the  said  yearly  legacies,  and  to  the  appropriating  the 
rents  and  profits  to  the  use  of  her  will. 

It  appears,  from  deeds  produced  to  us,  that  Mrs.  Duncanson  was  possessed  of 
a tenement  and  lands,  in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  theretofore  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Calloway,  containing,  by  estimation,  twelve  acres,  with  rights  of  common 
on  Bleak  Down,  for  a term  of  800  years  from  21st  March  1708,  which  Barbara 
Calloway  and  others  had,  by  an  indenture  of  that  date,  granted  to  her  in  consi- 
deration of  40/.  ; and  that  she  was  also  possessed  of  a messuage  and  tenement 
called  Cook’s,  and  seven  acres  of  land,  in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  with  rights  of 
common,  under  a conveyance  thereof,  bearing  date  24th  June  1709,  made  to 
her  in  fee  by  Elizabeth,  Jane  and  Anne  Meux,  the  co-heiresses  of  Sir  William 
Meux,  in  consideration  of  30/. 

The  last  appointment  of  trustees  of  this  charity  took  place  in  1802,  and  the 
following  abstract  of  the  deed  made  for  that  purpose,  will  show  the  previous 
nominations  of  trustees,  from  the  time  of  Mrs.  Duncanson’s  death  : — 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  30th  January  1802,  betw'een  Thomas  Hollis  the 
elder,  and  Anne  his  wife,  of  the  one  part ; and  Thomas  Hollis  the  younger, 
John  Goodall  Hollis  and  James  Hollis,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  will  of 
Elizabeth  Duncanson ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  messuages,  lands  and 
tenements,  thereinafter  mentioned,  being  the  bargain  devised  by  the  said 
testatrix,  had  been  devised  by  the  said  John  Goodall,  who  survived  his  co-trustee, 
Thomas  Brown,  to  his  son  John  Goodall,  and  John  Cotton,  the  minister  of  the 
meeting-house  in  Newport ; that  the  said  John  Goodall  the  son,  survived  the 
said  Jolin  Cotton,  and  devised  the  said  premises  to  his  tw'o  daughters,  Anne 
the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Hollis  the  elder,  and  Miriam,  who  aftenvards 
married  John  Young,  and  died,  leaving  the  said  Anne  Hollis  her  surviving;  it 
was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Thomas  Hollis,  and  Anne  his  wife,  assigned  to  the 
said  Thomas  Hollis  the  younger,  John  Goodall  Hollis,  and  James  Hollis,  their 
executors  and  administrators,  the  two  messuages  or  tenements,  and  farms,  with 
the  appurtenances,  called  Cook’s  and  Calloway’s,  at  Leak,  in  the  parish  of 
Godshill,  and  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  viz. ; a close,  called  the  Mead,  con- 
taining two  roods;  a close,  called  the  Home  Mead,  containing  1a.  2r.  3p.; 

a close. 
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a close,  called  Leak,  containing  4 a.  2 r.  31  p. ; a close,  called  Hill  Close,  con-  General  Charity. 

taining  3a.  1 R.  32p.;  a close,  called  Leak  Heath,  containing  9a.  2r.  23p.;  ; 

a close,  called  Heath  Ground,  containing  6a.  3r.  4p.;  a withy  bed,  adjoining 
the  last  mentioned  close,  containing  1 r.  & 2Sp.  ; a close,  called  Rookley  Butt,  ^ ^ ' / 

containing  1a.  3r.  3 Ip.;  a small  withy  bed,  adjoining  thereto,  containing 
13  perches;  and  a close,  called  the  Bohemia  Butt,  containing  1 r.  & 14p.  ; to 
hold  to  the  said  Thomas  Hollis  the  younger,  John  Goodall  Hollis,  and  James 
Hollis,  during  the  residue  then  unexpired  of  the  term  or  terms  of  years,  for 
which  the  said  Thomas  Hollis,  and  Anne  his  wife,  then  held  the  same,  upon 
the  trusts  declared  in  the  will  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Duncanson  ; and  it  was 
provided,  that  when  any  or  either  of  the  said  trustees,  or  any  future  trustees, 
should  die,  or  wish  to  be  discharged  from  the  said  trusts,  the  surviving  or  con- 
tinuing trustees  should  appoint  some  other  person  or  persons  to  be  trustee  or 
trustees,  and  that  the  premises  should  then  be  conveyed  so  as  to  vest  the 
same  in  such  new  trustees,  together  with  the  survivors. 

A plan  and  survey,  made  in  1795,  of  the  trust  premises,  is  annexed  to  this 
deed,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  whole  quantity  of  land  is  31a.  1r.  32p. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  this  deed  the  interest  of  the  charity  in  the  whole 
property,  comprising  both  Cook’s  and  Calloway’s,  is  treated  as  leasehold, 
although  it  would  appear,  from  the  conveyance  before  referred  to,  that 
Mrs.  Duncanson  was  seised  of  the  tenement  called  Cook’s  in  fee  simple.  The 
excess  in  the  present  quantity  of  the  land,  beyond  the  twelve  acres,  and  the 
seven  acres,  mentioned  respectively  in  the  conveyances  of  I7O8  and  I709,  is 
supposed  to  have  arisen  from  some  allotments  having  been  added  upon  the 
inclosure  of  adjoining  lands,  upon  which  the  occupiers  of  this  estate  were 
entitled  to  rights  of  common. 

Although  two  messuages  are  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1802,  there  has  been 
only  one  small  house  on  the  premises  for  many  years  past.  The  lands  consist 
of  about  two  acres  of  meadow,  near  the  house,  about  nine  acres  of  heath,  two 
small  withy  beds,  and  the  rest  is  arable  land.  There  is  also  a barn  near  the 
bouse,  built  about  three  years  ago. 

The  estate  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Robert  Hollis,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
the  rent  of  18/.  per  annum.  It  was  let  to  him  at  this  rent,  about  four  or  five 
years  ago,  by  Mrs.  Anne  Hollis,  the  mother  of  the  present  trustees,  who,  not- 
withstanding the  deed  of  1802,  continued  in  the  management  of  the  charity 
till  the  time  of  her  death,  in  August  1824.  The  three  trustees,  appointed  in 
1802,  were  Mrs.  Hollis’s  sons,  of  whom  John  Goodall  Hollis  is  dead,  but  the 
other  two  are  living. 

In  1795,  the  rent  was  raised  from  14/.  to  its  present  amount,  and  has  remained 
the  same  ever  since. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hollis,  who  was  examined  by  us,  states,  that  the  land  is  not 
good,  and  that  he  considers  the  present  rent  to  be  fair  ; but  as  it  is  so  long 
since  any  increase  took  place,  it  seems  proper  that  this  should  be  ascertained 
by  a valuation  of  the  estate.  The  tenant  is  allowed  1/.  for  land-tax  out  of  his 
rent. 

It  is  supposed,  from  Mrs.  Duncanson’s  gift  of  405.  per  annum,  during  20 
years,  for  the  use  of  ihe  meeting  at  Newport,  that  she  was  a dissenter.  The 
present  trustees  are  of  the  sect  of  Independents,  and  John  Goodall,  their  grand- 
father, who  was  the  son  of  the  survivor  of  the  original  trustees,  was  of  the  same 
persuasion. 

During  the  life  of  Mrs.  Young,  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Anne  Hollis,  the  rent  of  the 
trust  property  was  divided  between  them  for  distribution.  An  account  of 
Mrs.  Hollis’s  receipts  and  disbursements,  on  account  of  the  charity,  to  the  time 
of  her  death,  was  produced  to  us ; the  latter  consists  of  sums  paid  for  instruct- 
ing poor  children,  annual  sums  of  55.  given  to  poor  widows,  usually  six  in  num- 
ber, who  continued  to  receive  the  same  during  their  lives,  if  they  remained  in 
a state  of  poverty,  subscriptions  to  Sunday  and  other  schools,  to  the  building 
of  places  of  worship,  to  missionaries,  &c.  and  various  small  sums  given  to  poor 
people. 
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In  the  accounts  for  1822  and  1823,  sums,  amounting  to  20/.  185.  3</.  are 
charged,  as  paid  towards  building  the  before-mentioned  barn  on  the  estate,  the 
whole  cost  of  which  was  rather  more  than  40/.  The  residue  remained  due 
at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  and  it  was  proposed  that  it  be  paid  gradually  out  of 
the  rents. 

From  the  time  of  Mrs.  Hollis’s  death,  the  management  of  the  charity  had 
been  continued  in  the  same  manner  as  in  her  life-time,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis, 
but  it  was  intended  that  his  brother  and  co-trustee,  who  resides  at  Bishops 
Stoke,  Hants,  should  have  a portion  of  the  rent  for  distribution. 
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Hundred  of  Barlichway. 

Parish  of  Alcester  ; 

Newport’s  free  school, 

Brooke  Bridges’s  charity,  for 
education  and  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  Priory  almshouses  ; the 
Bleachfield  almshouses. 

Earnshaw’s  charity  for  ap- 
prenticing. 

Brandis’s,  Yarnold’s,  and 
Reynolds’s  charities  for 
apprenticing. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Greville’s 
charity. 

Sir  I'ulke  Greville’s  charity. 

Penelope  Morgan’s,  and  other 
charities. 

Gibbs’s  charity. 

Wilcox’s  charity. 

Church  land. 

Parish  of  Great  Alne  : 

Parker's,  and  other  charities. 

John  Smith’s  charity. 

Edward  Green’s  charity. 

Joyce  Greenhill’s  charity. 

George  Smith’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Alvcston; 

Charities  of  the  Rev.  George 
Hammond,  and  Mrs.  Alice 
Hammond. 

Sir  William  Bishop’s  charity. 

Mr,  Knottesford’s  charity. 

Anonymous. 

Mrs.  Jenkinson’s  charity. 

The  grammar  school  at 
Hampton  Lucy. 

Parish  of  Arrow; 

Hamlet  of  Oversley  ; 

Layton’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Beaudesert : 

Charities  of  Mary  Weale, 
Ann  Cowper,  and  Joseph 
Morteboys. 

Mary  Grimshaw’s  charity. 

Charity  of  Elizabeth  Reeve 
and  Richard  Reeve. 

Parish  of  Coughton : 

Dewes’s  charity. 

Dorman  Curry’s  charity. 

Smith’s  charity. 

'Phe  Throckmorton  alms- 
houses. 

Wheeler’s  charity. 

Hamlet  of  Samborne  : 

Charities  of  Robert  Haynes 
and  others 

Hobbins’s  charity. 

Parish  of  E.xhall  : 

Burnell’s  charity. 

Walsingham’s  charity. 

Church  rent. 


Parish  of  Temple  Grafton : 
Walker’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Hampton  Lucy,  other- 
wise Bishop's  Hampton. 

The  grammar  school. 
William  Rogers’s  charity. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Lucy’s  charity. 
The  Rev.  John  Lucy’s  charity. 
The  Rev, George  Hammond’s 
charity. 

Mrs.  Alice  Hammond’s  cha- 
rity. 

Parish  of  Haselor ; 

The  widows  plat. 

Parish  of  Kinwarton  : 

Charities  of  Isaac  Dipple,&c. 

Parish  of  Salford  ; 

Perkins’s  free  school. 
Parker’s  charity. 

Medley’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Snitterfield  : 

Sir  Stephen  Hales’s  charity. 
Evans’s  charity, 

William  Cookes ’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Spernall : 

Allen’s  charity. 

Saundens’s  charity. 

Mrs.  Bate’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  : 

Borough  of  Stratford  - upon- 
Avon  : 

Charities  arising  under  or 
connected  with  the  char- 
ter of  King  Edward  VI : 

1.  The  almshouses. 

2.  The  free  grammar 

school. 

3.  The  vicar. 

4.  The  chaplain. 

5.  Repair  of  the  Stone 

bridge. 

Turner’s  charity. 

John  Combe’s  charity. 
Thomas  Combe’s  charity. 
Tyler’s  charity. 

Richard  Smith’s  charity. 
Chandler’s  charity. 

Oaken’s  charity. 

Mountford’s  charity. 

Hamlet  Smith’s  chanty. 

Ann  Lloyd’s  charity. 
Parrott’s  charity. 

Charities  of  John  Turner  and 
others. 

Tomes’s  charity. 

Woolmer’s  charity. 

Hatton’s  charity. 

Township  of  Old  Stratford  : 

Henry  Smith’s  charity. 
Richard  Smith’s  charity. 
Eden’s  school. 

Hamlet  of  Luddingtnn  : 

Lady  Conway’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Studley : 

Parish  lands. 

Fetherstone’s  charity. 

Court’s  charity. 

Court  Dewes’s  charity,  N°  1. 
Court  Dewes’s  charity,  N"  2. 
Hobbins’s  charity. 

Thonvas  Chambers’s  charity. 
James’s  charity. 

Petre’s  charity. 

Knottesford’s  charity. 

Rev.  John  Moore’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Wixford : 

Throckmorton’s  charity. 
Allen’s  charity. 

Wilcox’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Wolverton  ; 

Roberts's  charity. 

Parish  of  Wootton  Waweu  : 
Church  lands. 

Charities  of  Mrs.  Ann  Hay- 
wood, and  Mr.  Thomas 
Malbon. 

The  Rev.  John  Moore’s  gift. 

Township  and  Chapelry  of  Hen- 
ley-in-Arden : 

George  Whateley’s  charity, 
including  the  legacy  of 
Richard  Whateley. 

John  Whateley’s  charity. 
Thomas  Wheatley’s  charity. 
John  Heming’scharity(i  620). 
John  Randall’s  charity. 
Dalton’s  charity. 

Lady  Fullwood’s  charity. 
Chambers’s  charity. 

Simon  Bellars’s  charity. 
Barbara  Ingram’s  charity. 
John  Hemming’s  charity 
(1683). 

Rev.  Devereux  Wilson’s  cha- 
^ rity, 

Edmund  Fullwood’s  charity. 
Baker’s  charity. 

House  in  Henley  and  rent- 
charges. 

William  Randoll’s  charity. 
Knight’s  charity. 

Joseph  Williams’s  charity. 
Kempson’s  charity. 

Foulke  Bellers’s  charity. 
Nicholas  Smith’s  charity. 
Other  lost  charities. 

Hamlet  and  Chapelry  of  Ullen 
hall; 

Knight’s  charity. 

Morteboys’s  charity. 

Barbara  Ingraiii’s  charity, 
Britain’s  charity. 

Chapel  lands. 

Hundred  of  Kington. 

Parish  of  Charlcote ; 

The  grammar  school  at 
Hampton  Lucy. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Lucy’s  cha- 
rity. 

The  Rev.  John  Lucy’s  cha-' 
rity.  ■ 
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Parish  of  Eaticgton  : 

Parish  of  Packwood : 

Parish  of  Wasperton  : 

Mrs.  Margaret  Underhill’s 
charity. 

Allotment  for  fuel. 

Donor  unknown. 

Mrs.  Roberts’s  charity. 

Church  land. 

Harborne’s  charity . 
Shakespeare  and  Twycross’s 
charily. 

The  Rev.  George  I 
Hammond’s, 

Mrs.AliceHammond’sJ  ^ ' 
The  grammar  school  at 
Hampton  Lucy. 

Parish  of  Lapworth : 

Parish  of  Tanworth  : 

Parish  of  Wellsbouni  : 

Combined  charities. 

John  Shakespear’s  charity. 

Combined  charities,  and  Miss 
I letcher’s  charity. 

Boyse’s  free  schools. 
Venour’s  charity. 

HUNDRED  OF  BARLICHWAY. 

PARISH  OF  ALCESTER. 

Newport’s  Free  School. 

Walter  Newport,  by  his  will,  dated  12th  June,  24  Elizabeth,  gave  the  sum 
of  400/.  to  buy  lands,  or  some  annuity  or  rent-charge,  of  the  value  of  20/.  a 
year  or  more,  to  be  employed  to  the  use  of  a school,  for  the  teaching  of  poor 
men’s  children  of  Awcester  or  Harberie,  as  his  cousin  Fortescue  and  Thomas 
Wagstaffe  should  think  best. 

William  Fortescue,  who  was  the  executor  of  Newport’s  will,  and  Thomas 
Wagstaffe,  determined  that  the  school  should  be  at  Awcester  (now  called  Al- 
cester),  and  appointed  that  a school-house  should  be  there  built,  with  lodging 
chambers  over  the  same  for  the  schoolmaster,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

William  Fortescue  died,  and  by  his  will  charged  or  otherwise  appointed  his 
son,  Sir  Nicholas  Fortescue,  to  charge  the  manor  of  Weethley,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  and  other  messuages  and  lands  in  Weethley,  with  a rent-charge  of 
20  /.  per  annum,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  shonld  be  employed,  according  to 
the  last  will  of  the  said  Walter  Newport ; and  the  said  Sir  Nicholas  Fortescue,  in 
performance  of  the  trust  so  reposed  in  him  by  his  said  father,  by  indenture, 
dated  29th  June,  5 Charles  I.  granted  to  Francis  Fortescue  and  nine  others,  and 
their  heirs,  the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  20/.  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  the  manor  of 
Weethley,  aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  out  of  10  messuages,  three 
cottages,  IS  gardens,  13  orchards,  400  acres  of  land,  60  acres  of  meadow,  150 
acres  of  pasture,  50  acres  of  furze  and  heath,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Weeth- 
ley, aforesaid,  payable  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  by  equal  portions,  with 
a clause  of  distress  for  nonpayment  within  SO  days,  and  also  the  said  buildings 
and  school-house  erected  as  aforesaid,  and  the  close  or  parcel  of  land  wherein 
the  same  were  erected  and  built,  upon  the  trusts  therein  specified. 

There  are  several  subsequent  conveyances  in  trust,  in  which  the  foregoing 
facts  are  recited  in  the  manner  above  stated.  By  the  last  of  these,  which  were 
indentures  of  lease  and  release,  of  the  19th  and  20th  January  1807,  Phillips  Lit- 
tleton, John  Fortescue,  Robert  Clarson,  and  John  Badger,  being  the  then  sur- 
viving trustees,  conveyed  to  the  Most  Noble  Francis  Marquis  of  Hertford,  the 
Right  Honorable  Francis  Earl  of  Yarmouth,  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  John 
Carlton,  John  Chambers,  John  Fortescue  the  son,  William  Fleath,  Francis 
Rufford,  Thomas  Bartlam,  John  Bartlam,  Richard  Simson,  Charles  Hugh  Carl- 
ton, Joseph  Brandish,  Robert  Bartlam,  and  the  rector  of  Alcester  for  the  time 
being,  the  said  school-house,  buildings,  and  parcel  of  land  whereon  the  same  were 
erected,  and  the  said  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  20/.  issuing  as  aforesaid;  to  hold 
to  the  use  of  the  said  grantors  and  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the 
trusts,  and  for  the  several  uses,  intents  and  purposes  therein  before  mentioned, 
in  the  said  thereinbefore  in  part  recited  indentures  and  will  of  the  aforesaid 
Walter  Newport. 

The  above  mentioned  rent-charge  of  20/.  is  regularly  received  from  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Freeman,  the  tenant  of  the  manor  and  estate  of  Weethley,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Fortescues,  and  now  to  the  Dowager  Countess 
Howe. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a house  and  garden.  In  the  year  1808,  it 
was  found  that  the  then  schoolmaster,  whose  name  was  Booker,  had  suffered 
these  premises  to  fall  into  great  decay,  and  it  appeared  necessary  to  the  trustees, 
completely  to  repair,  and  in  part  rebuild  the  school-house.  This  was  done  by 
contract  with  a builder,  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  for  the  sum  of  300/.  which 
was  raised  by  mortgage  of  the  school  premises  ; and  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
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rent-charge  of  20/.  a year,  should  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  this  debt,  and 
the  interest  thereon,  until  the  whole  should  be  liquidated. 

The  building  was  completed  in  1810;  and  Mr.  Booker  having  resigned  the  mas- 
tership, an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  John  Andrew  Holmes,  who  was 
appointed  to  succeed  him,  dated  22d  April  1811,  that  Mr.  Holmes  should  take 
the  school-house  and  garden,  at  the  annual  rent  of  35/.  and  should  keep  the 
same  in  repair  ; and  that  in  consideration  of  his  not  receiving  the  salary  attached 
to  the  school,  he  should  not  be  required  to  educate  any  free  boys,  but  when  the 
debt  should  be  liquidated,  and  the  salary  paid  to  him,  he  should  educate  such 
number  of  free  boys,  as  the  trustees  should  judge  proper.  Mr.  Holmes  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  schoolmaster,  till  Midsummer  1815,  when  he  resigned, 
and  during  that  time  paid  two  sums  of  30  /.  each,  on  account  of  the  rent ; but 
having  become  insolvent,  he  made  a composition  with  his  creditors,  under  which 
the  further  sum  ofll  ?.  and  no  more,  was  received.  Three  successive  masters  have 
been  since  appointed,  the  last  of  whom,  Mr.  Richard  Harbridge,  the  present  mas- 
ter, took  the  office  in  February  1825.  These  three  last  masters  have  taken  the 
situation  under  a new  arrangement,  that  they  should  occupy  the  school  premises, 
rent  free,  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  educating  gratis  five  boys,  children  of  poor 
parishioners,  such  boys  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  not  to  be  admitted  till 
they  have  attained  the  age  of  nine  years,  nor  to  be  continued  longer  than  three 
years.  The  money  which  has  accumulated  from  the  rent-charge,  and  the  rent 
received  from  Holmes,  after  paying  the  interest  of  the  mortgage,  and  some 
small  charges  for  some  subsequent  repairs,  and  for  advertisements  for  letting 
the  school-house,  now-amounts  to  195/.,  of  which  145/.  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
rector,  the  Rev.  Francis  Palmer,  and  50/.  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carles. 
Of  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Palmer,  100/.  was  paid  over  to  him  on  the  24th 
of  October  1823,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bartlam,  as  due  from  his  late  brothers, 
who  had  been  treasurers  of  the  school ; upon  that  sum,  Mr.  Palmer,  had  paid 
at  the  time  of  our  examination  in  August  1825,  one  year's  interest,  at  5 per 
cent,  and  another  would  be  due  in  the  October  following;  the 50/.  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Carles,  was  placed  there  in  August  1813,  and  he  has  since  paid  interest 
at  5 per  cent,  of  which  two  years  would  be  due  the  25th  of  August  1825. 

It  does  not  appear  what  number  of  free  scholars  were  taught  at  the  school,  pre- 
viously to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Booker.  The  school  had  been  greatly  neglected 
by  him,  and  had  become  at  last  almost  a sinecure.  The  present  master  appears 
very  competent  to  the  situation,  and  keeps  a school  for  pay  scholars,  which 
is  well  attended.  When  the  mortgage  debt  is  paid  off,  and  the  rent-charge 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  the  number  of  free  scholars  will,  of  course,  be  increased 
to  the  extent  that  shall  be  deemed  reasonable. 

The  instruction  given  in  the  school  is  such  as  is  usual  in  English  schools  for 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 
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Brooke  Bridges’s  Charity  for  Education,  and  other  Purposes. 

By  indenture,  dated  29th  November  1780,  between  Thomas  Clarson  and 
Thomas  Cheston,  of  the  first  part ; William  Harris,  of  the  second  part ; Joseph 
Brandish,  Robert  Clarson,  Thomas  Cheston  the  younger,  James  Scriven,  and 
John  Greaves,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  Brooke  Bridges,  esquire,  long 
since  deceased,  by  a codicil  annexed  to  his  will,  dated  30th  September  I7OO, 
gave  400/.  within  half  a year  after  his  death,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  should 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  by  his  nephew  Brooke  Bridges,  son  of  his 
brother  Mathew  Bridges,  John  Bridges,  son  of  his  brother  Francis  Bridges, 
Samuel  Woodcock,  and  his  cousin  Robert  Ingram,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
or  the  survivor  of  them,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  then  present  and  future 
poor  of  Alcester,  in  Warwickshire  ; the  said  400/.  to  belaid  out  by  the  said  four 
last  named  persons,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  in  pur- 
chasing lands,  a rent-charge,  or  some  other  thing  or  things,  according  to  their 


direction,  for  building  or  repairing  almshouses,  and  teaching  poor  children 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic;  and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Brooke 
by  another  codicil,  dated  5th  April  I702,  after  reciting  his  former 
added  the  sum  of  6OO/.  thereto,  and  appointed  that  the  said  two 
hoiild,  by  the  trustees  in  his  said  will,  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
lands  of  inheritance,  and  that  out  of  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof,  40.S. 
per  annum  should  be  paid  to  eacli  of  the  persons  that  for  tlie  time  being  should 
be  placed  in  the  almshouses  in  Alcester,  that  were  given  by  his  late  father  and  his 
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uncle,  Mr.  George  Ingram,  and  the  residue  of  the  clear  rents  and  profits  should 
be  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  said  almshouses,  and  to  be  distributed  to  such 
poor  persons,  not  receiving  alms  or  relief  from  the  said  parish,  as  his  said  trus- 
tees, or  the  survivor  of  them,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  should  from  time  to  time, 
in  writing,  under  their  hands,  direct  and  appoint ; and  further  reciting,  tliat  the 
said  two  several  sums  of  iOO/.  and  600/.  were  laid  out  by  the  said  trustees  named 
by  the  said  testator,  in  the  purchase  of  freehold  lauds,  after  mentioned,  and  new 
trustees  thereof  were  appointed,  but  the  title  and  purchase  deeds,  and  all  other 
deeds  and  writings  relative  thereto  (except  the  indenture  after  recited),  had  been 
casually  lost  or  mislaid : And  reciting,  that  by  indenture  of  release,  dated  24th 
November  1759»  between  Brooke  Bridges,  esquire,  son  and  heir  of  Brooke 
Bridges,  late  of  GrevUle-street,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Andrew,  Holborn,  county 
of  Middlesex,  deceased,  of  the  one  part ; and  William  Parker,  John  Jowling, 
George  Brodhurst,  Lucas  Spilsbury,  Thomas  Clarson,  Thomas  Cheston,  Joseph 
Scriven  and  Thomas  Scriven,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  by  indentures  of 
lease  and  release,  dated  22dand  23d  June  1704'>  the  release  being  made  between 
William  Vernon,  of  the  first  part;  Brooke  Bridges,  then  of  Greville-street, 
aforesaid,  of  the  second  part ; and  John  Bridges,  then  of  London,  merchant, 
and  Robert  Ingram,  then  of  Alcester,  haberdasher  of  hats,  all  long  since  de- 
ceased, of  the  third  part,  (reciting,  as  is  therein  recited),  the  said  William  Vernon, 
for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  conveyed  to  the  said  Brooke  Bridges, 
John  Bridges  and  Robert  Ingram,  all  that  toft  or  toft-place  and  barn,  with  the 
appurtenances,  in  Great  Alne,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  called  the  Sheads, 
and  all  other  the  tofts  and  premises  thereinafter  more  particularly  mentioned; 
to  hold  to  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  their  only  use  and  behoof, 
for  ever,  upon  such  trusts  nevertheless  as  were  mentioned,  expressed  and 
declared,  of  and  concerning  the  said  premises,  in  and  by  the  said  in  part  recited 
indenture  of  release ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  several  trustees  were 
long  since  dead,  and  the  premises  thereby  granted  to  them  became  vested  in 
the  said  Brooke  Bridges  by  survivorship  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Brooke 
Bridges,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  said  in  part  recited  inden- 
ture, and  for  carrying  the  several  trusts  therein  mentioned  into  execution, 
thereby  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  all  that  toft 
or  toft-place  and  barn,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Great  Alne,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Sheads,  and  seven  closes  of  arable,  meadow  and  pasture  ground, 
with  the.  appurtenances,  in  Great  Alne,  lying  near  together,  called  by  the 
names  of  the  Poole  close,  the  Little  Sheads  meadow,  Cockshut  close.  Stubble 
close,  the  Ten  Lands,  the  Sling  and  the  Little  Hill  close,  and  two  woods  or 
coppices  in  Great  Alne,  to  the  said  toft  or  toft-place  belonging,  or  therewith 
used,  one  called  Thorny  Coppice,  and  the  other  Hasly  Coppice ; and  two  closes 
of  meadow  and  pasture  ground  in  Great  Alne,  called  by  the  name  of  the  Read- 
ings, to  the  said  toft  near  adjoining ; and  another  toft,  decayed  cottage  or 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Great  Alne,  and  two  other  closes  of 
ground,  known  by  the  names  of  Alne  Wood,  alias  Alne  Waste,  then  in  two 
parts  divided  ; also  two  closes  of  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, in  Great  Alne,  called  Sales  Closes,  adjoining  a close  called  Dingle 
close,  containing  by  estimation  IG  acres  of  land  ; and  also  all  those  several 
lands,  leasowes,  closes  and  inclosures  of  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  then 
lately  inclosed  from  the  common  field  lands  of  Great  Alne,  and  called  by  the 
several  names  of  Copthorne  Hill,  Round  Hill,  and  Round-hill  Slade,  Quarry 
Hill,  Gravelslade,  Hem  Gatter,  Rye  Croft  closes,  and  the  Dingles ; and  also 
all  that  other  close  of  pasture  ground  in  Great  Alne  aforesaid,  called  the 
Breaches,  containing  by  estimation  20  acres  ; to  hold  to  the  use  of  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  declared  concerning 
the  same  in  the  said  in  part  recited  indenture  of  release  of  23d  June  1704 ; 
in  which  said  recited  indenture  of  release  of  the  24th  November  1759,  it  was 
agreed  and  declared,  that  when  the  said  trustees  should  by  death  or  otherwise, 
be  reduced  to  the  number  of  three,  then  such  three  trustrees  should  thereupon 
forthwith  elect  such  other  fit  and  proper  persons  to  be  trustees  with  them  so 
remaining,  as  should  make  up  and  complete  the  number  of  trustees,  seven  at 
most,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ; and  that  thereupon  the  said  surviving  trustees 
should  duly  convey  the  premises,  so  as  to  vest  the  same  in  themselves  and  the 
new  trustees,  upon  the  trusts  in  the  said  recited  indenture  of  release  and  that 
indenture  expressed  and  declared  : And  further  reciting,  that  the  said  William 

Parker, 


Warwick.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  505 

Parker,  John  Jowling,  George  Brodhurst,  Lucas  Spilsbury,  Joseph  Scriven,  and 
Thomas  Scriven,  were  all  dead,  so  that  the  said  Thomas  Clarson  and  Thomas 
Cheston,  were  then  the  two  only  remaining  trustees;  and  that  they  being  desirous 
of  filling  up  the  number  of  trustees,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  above  men- 
tioned, had  elected  the  said  parties  of  the  third  part,  as  fit  and  proper  to  be 
joined  with  them,  the  said  Thomas  Clarson  and  Thomas  Cheston,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  said  trusts  ; and  as  the  said  indenture  of  release  of  23d  June  1704, 
was  lost  or  mislaid  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  trusts  thereby  declared,  could  not  par- 
ticularly be  ascertained,  therefore,  in  order  to  prevent  the  said  trusts  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  one  trustee,  and  for  filling  up  the  said  trust  to  the  number  of 
seven,  and  declaring  the  uses  and  trusts  to  be  thereby  vested  in  such  seven 
trustees,  as  nearly  as  might  be  agreeable  to  the  will  and  true  intentions  of  the 
said  first  mentioned  Brooke  Bridges,  the  original  donor ; It  was  witnessed,  that 
the  said  Thomas  Clarson  and  Thomas  Cheston,  to  the  ends  and  purposes  afore- 
said, did  thereby  grant  and  convey  to  the  said  William  Harris,  all  that  toft  or 
toft  place,  whereon  a messuage  or  tenement  had  been  erected,  with  the  barns, 
stables  and  outbuildings  thereto  adjoining  and  belonging,  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Sheads,  and  all  other  the  premises  conveyed  by  the  said  recited 
deed  [repeating  the  former  description] ; to  hold  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
to  the  use  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  and  third  parts,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  after  mentioned,  viz. ; upon  trust,  to  let  the  said 
premises  at  the  most  improved  yearly  rents,  and  out  of  such  rents  pay  the 
yearly  sum  of  405.  each,  to  such  poor  persons  as  should  be  placed  and  inhabit 
in  the  almshouses  at  Alcester,  formerly  given  by  Mr.  George  Ingram,  and  keep 
the  said  almshouses  and  the  messuages  thereby  granted,  in  good  and  proper 
repair,  and  pay  and  distribute  the  residue  of  the  clear  yearly  rents  to  such  poor 
persons,  parishioners  of  Alcester,  not  receiving  alms  or  other  relief  from  the 
parish,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part,  in  their  discretion  should  think 
proper;  and  for  the  better  carrying  into  execution  ,the  said  trusts,  the  said 
trustees,  thereby  appointed,  should  yearly,  upon  some  day  in  the  month  of 
December,  appoint  and  hold  an  annual  meeting,  at  some  convenient  house  in 
the  said  town  of  Alcester,  of  which  meeting  all  the  trustees  should  have  rea- 
sonable notice  given  to  them,  in  order  to  inspect  the  accounts,  and  transact  the 
business  of  the  said  trust,  and  distribute  the  surplus  of  the  said  rents  and  profits 
above-mentioned,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning,  as  well  of  that 
indenture  as  of  the  said  Brooke  Bridges,  deceased,  the  donor;  with  a clause  for 
continuing  the  trusts  similar  to  that  above  recited. 

Two  subsequent  renewals  of  the  trust  have  taken  place  ; the  one  dated  22d 
December  1807,  and  the  other  dated  4th  June  1822,  by  which  last,  Charles 
Harris  and  Edward  Butler,  described  as  surviving  trustees  named  in  the  inden- 
tures therein  mentioned,  conveyed  the  premises  to  Joseph  Chatterway,  of 
Kings  Coughton,  farmer,  John  Langston,  of  Alcester,  miller,  Edward  Butler, 
the  younger,  of  the  same  place,  woolstapler,  Richard  Jephcott,  of  the  same 
place,  grocer,  and  Richard  Holtham,  of  the  same  place,  tailor ; to  hold  to  the 
only  use  and  behoof  of  the  grantors  and  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  upon  the  trusts  before  mentioned,  repeating  the  same  as  in  the  former 
indentures. 

The  premises  thus  conveyed  constitute  a farm,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Dingle  Farm,  containing,  as  appears  from  a plan  purporting  to  be  made  in  the 
year  178t),  126  a.  1 r.  31  p.  including  the  site  of  the  house  and  other  necessary 
farm  buildings. 

The  names  and  particular  contents  of  the  respective  parcels,  as  recorded  on 
this  plan,  are  as  follows  : — 
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N°  14. — Road,  &c. 

N°  15. — Little  Meadow 
N°  16. — Shenell’s  Close 
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This  farm  is  at  present  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Smith,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  136/.  10  6-.;  he  has  held  the  premises  since  Michael- 
mas 18*22  ; his  first  year’s  rent  was  155/.;  he  had  verbally  agreed  with  the 
trustees  to  take  a lease  for  seven  or  fourteen  years,  at  that  rent ; but  finding 
that  it  was  much  too  dear,  he  renounced  the  agreement,  and  the  trustees  were 
induced  to  suffer  him  to  remain  as  a yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  120/.  for  the 
year  1823.  The  price  of  corn  having  improved,  his  rent  was  raised  in  the 
ensuing  year  to  the  present  amount.  This  rent  we  believe  to  be  the  present 
fair  value  of  the  premises.  The  tenant  is  bound  to  keep  the  premises  in 
tenantable  repair,  they  having  been  previously  put  into  substantial  repair  by  the 
trustees. 

Out  of  the  rents  derived  from  these  premises,  2 /.  per  annum  is  paid  in  quar- 
terly payments  of  10  s.  to  each  of  the  four  almspeoplein  the  Priory  almshouses, 
and  the  like  sum  to  each  of  the  four  in  the  Bleachfield  almshouses,  making  in 
the  whole  an  annual  payment  of  16/.  The  further  annual  sum  of  20/.  is  paid 
in  quarterly  payments  of  51.  to  a schoolmaster,  for  teaching  twelve  poor  boys 
and  twelve  girls  of  the  parish,  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  These  pay- 
ments constitute  the  whole  of  the  income  which  has  been  dispensed  in  cha- 
ritable purposes  tince  the  year  1822.  The  rest  of  the  income,  since  that  time, 
with  the  exception  of  an  annual  sum  of  1/.  125.  6c?.  for  insurance  of  the  farm 
buildings,  and  some  interest  money  to  be  presently  noticed,  has  been  applied 
to  complete  some  substantial  repairs,  previously  commenced,  to  the  farm  build- 
ings, and  to  the  making  a new  road  to  the  farm-house,  whereby  the  property 
has  been  materially  improved.  The  total  of  the  expenses  for  repairs,  which 
commenced  in  1821,  is  47^/.  185.  7^/-»  and  for  the  road  68/.  5s.  Before  the 
commencement  of  these  repairs,  the  surplus  income  used  to  be  distributed  among 
the  poor,  the  benefit  being  confined  to  decayed  tradesmen  or  housekeepers, 
reduced  from  better  circumstances,  strictly  excluding  all  such  as  were  in  the 
receipt  of  parochial  relief.  The  distribution  was  generally  made  on  or  about 
St.  Thomas’s  day,  all  the  trustees  for  the  most  part  attending.  A list  was  pre- 
viously prepared,  upon  attentive  consideration  by  the  trustees,  of  the  respective 
circumstances  of  the  poor  of  the  parish.  The  shares  given  to  the  several  persons 
relieved  have  varied  from  5 s.  to  51.  according  to  their  several  necessities. 

This  mode  of  dispensing  the  charity  having  been  found  very  beneficial,  it 
was  desired  to  continue  it,  notwithstanding  the  exhaustion  of  the  income  by  the 
heavy  repairs  that  had  become  necessary,  and  for  that  purpose  the  sum  of  150/. 
was  borrowed  from  Mrs.  Ann  Pickering,  on  the  22d  of  December!  822,  which  was 
secured  to  her  by  the  bond  of  the  trustees,  at  51.  per  cent  interest.  This  money 
was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Edward  Butler,  the  then  acting  trustee,  and  a person 
of  undoubted  credit.  He  however  failed,  having  at  the  time  a balance  of 
72/.  6s.  7^-  in  his  hands.  A dividend  of  25.  4>d.  in  the  pound  has  been  since 
received  upon  this  debt,  making  the  sum  of  81.  85.  4 c?.,  which  is  the  whole  that 
there  is  any  prospect  of  receiving. 

On  balancing  the  account  on  9th  May  1825,  there  appeared  due  to  Mr.  Lang- 
ston, one  of  the  trustees,  and  the  acting  treasurer,  a sum  of  50/.  10  5.  Qd. ; he 
appears  to  have  been  generally  in  advance  for  the  charity  before  the  receipt  of 
the  rent,  which  is  payable  but  once  in  the  year,  viz.  at  IMichaelnias,  and  for 
these  advances  Mr.  Langston  has  considered  himself  entitled  to  charge  interest, 
which  has  however  been  limited  to  the  moderate  rate  of  two  and  a half  or  3 per 
cent.  The  interest  on  the  loan  of  150/.  has  been  duly  paid,  but  the  principal 
yet  remains  due.  It  is  proposed  to  liquidate  this  debt  by  annual  instalments, 
limited  to  the  amount  of  25/.  per  annum,  in  order  that  the  distribution  to  the 
poor  may  be  the  more  speedily  resumed. 

The 
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The  sum  of  20/.  for  schooling,  is  at  present  paid  to  Mr.  Edv/ard  Waldron,  an 
old  inhabitant  of  the  parish  of  Alcester,  but  very  competent  to  discharge  the 
duty : being  reduced  in  circumstances  the  trustees  have  thought  him  a fit  per- 
son to  participate  in  the  general  distribution  already  mentioned,  and  the  sum  of 
4/.  or  5l.  has  been  accordingly  paid  him  as  his  portion.  The  children  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  trustees.  They  are  sent  to  school  at  the  age  of  from  eight  to 
ten,  and  leave  generally  at  fourteen.  They  are  the  children  of  such  poor  of  the 
parish  as  do  not  receive  parochial  relief.  The  almspeople  have  been  hitherto 
limited  to  the  40  s.  each,  specified  in  the  deed,  but  as  this  affords  with  their 
other  emoluments  a still  insufficient  support,  it  is  proposed  to  include  them  also 
in  future  in  the  general  distribution  already  mentioned,  proportioning  the  amount 
of  this  additional  gift  to  their  relative  necessities,  compared  with  those  of  the 
other  poor  of  the  parish. 

In  the  year  1821  a fall  of  timber  took  place  from  the  farm  in  Great  Alne, 
which  was  sold  for  the  sum  of  154/.  13^.  5d.  This  sum  was  duly  credited  in 
the  accounts,  and  went  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  the  repairs.  There 
is  other  timber  growing  on  the  farm,  but  none  fit  to  be  cut.  The  accounts 
have  not  been  regularly  audited  during  the  last  few  years,  but  we  are  given  to 
understand,  that  this  duty  will  in  future  be  strictly  performed. 

The  Priory  Almshouses  : — The  Bleachfield  Almshouses. 

The  only  evidence  that  we  have  been  able  to  discover  of  the  origin  of  these 
foundations,  in  addition  to  the  brief  mention  made  of  them  in  the  second  codicil 
of  the  will  of  Brooke  Bridges,  as  recited  in  the  deed  of  the  29th  November  I78O, 
above  abstracted,  is  furnished  by  a benefaction  table  in  the  church  of  Alcester, 
containing  the  following,  among  other  inscriptions,  viz. — 

“ John  Bridges,  gent,  in  11)59,  gave  a close,  called  Maggotts  and  the  four 
almshouses  thereunto  adjoining  in  Priory-lane,  for  the  use  of  four  widows  for 
ever.” 

“ George  Ingram,  gent,  in  I68O,  gave  the  four  almshouses  in  the  Bleachfield, 
and  a close  adjoining,  for  the  use  of  poor  unmarried  men  or  women,  aged  50 
years  or  upwards,  for  ever.” 

The  close,  called  Maggotts,  contains  about  one  acre  and  a half,  and  is  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Solomon  Long,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  8 /.  per  annum.  This  is 
considered  as  a high  rent. 

This  8 /.  is  paid  every  Lady-day,  in  equal  sums,  to  the  poor  inmates  of  the 
almshouses  in  the  Priory-lane,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Priory  Almshouses. 

The  close  recorded  on  the  benefaction  table,  as  the  gift  of  George  Ingram, 
is  now  held  by  William  Whitford,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  4/.  per  annum.  It  con- 
tains not  quite  half  an  acre,  and  is  used  by  him  as  garden  ground.  It  is  a very 
good  rent. 

This  4/.  is  divided  among  the  four  inmates  of  the  Bleachfield  almshouses,  in 
equal  portions,  at  Christmas. 

Lucas’s  Charity. — The  benefaction  table  further  records,  that  Thomas 
Lucas,  in  I706,  gave  a house  in  Feckenham,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  the 
profits  to  be  equally  distributed  among  the  four  poor  people  inhabiting  or  to 
inhabit  the  four  almshouses  in  Bleachfield,  by  equal  portions,  for  ever. 

The  house  thus  given  is  a very  poor  hovel,  out  of  which  the  sum  of  15  s. 
has  been  paid  as  far  back  as  is  remembered,  for  the  use  of  the  Bleachfield 
almshouses. 

In  the  absence  of  any  other  evidence  than  the  inscription  on  the  benefaction 
table,  there  appears  no  sufficient  foundation  for  claiming  the  entire  property  in 
the  house  for  the  use  of  the  charity.  Its  annual  value  is  estimated  at  very 
little  more  than  the  sum  paid. 

The  15  s.  has  been  hitherto  included  in  the  general  account  of  Brooke 
Bridges’s  charity,  but  will  in  future  be  separately  applied  to  the  use  of  the  four 
almspeople  in  the  Bleachfield  almshouses. 

Spittlebrook  Close. — A close,  known  by  this  name,  as  lying  adjacent  to 
a brook,  called  Spittlebrook,  in  the  parish  of  Alcester,  and  containing  3 r.  & IOp. 
was  given  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Hertford,  in  the  year  1802,  in  exchange  for  two 
old  cottages,  situate  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  Bleachfield  almshouses. 
It  is  not  known,  however,  that  these  almshouses  had  any  claim  to  the  cottages, 
or  from  what  source  they  were  derived.  It  was  part  of  the  terms  of  the 
exchange,  that  the  Marquis  of  Hertford  should  take  a lease  of  the  land  for 
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21  years,  at  the  rent  of  51.  5s.  per  annum.  This  lease  was  accordingly  granted, 
and  has  recently  expired  ; but  the  land  is  still  held  by  the  present  Marquis,  at 
the  same  rent.  The  lease  was  granted  by  the  trustees  of  Brooke  Bridges’s 
charity,  under  the  description  of  acting  trustees  of  the  charity  land  thereby 
demised.  The  rent  of  51.  5s.  has  been  duly  paid  and  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  Bleachfield  almshouses,  being  divided  among  the  four  almspeople  at 
Christmas,  in  equal  shares. 

These  are  the  only  emoluments  received  by  the  respective  almspeople,  with 
the  exception  of  the  405.  derived  from  Brooke  Bridges’s  charity,  to  which  it  is 
proposed  ip  future  to  make  the  addition  already  mentioned. 

The  Priory  almshouses  are  occupied  by  w'omen,  generally  above  the  age  of 
50  years  at  the  time  of  their  appointment.  The  Bleachfield  almshouses  are 
occupied  by  two  poor  men  and  two  poor  w'omen  of  the  like  description.  They 
are  respectively  appointed  by  the  trustees,  as  vacancies  occur,  preference  being 
given  to  those  who  have  borne  the  best  characters,  and  under  all  circumstances 
appear  to  be  the  most  deserving. 

The  almshouses  are  kept  in  repair  from  the  rents  of  Bridges’s  charity,  and 
are  at  present  in  very  good  condition. 

Each  set  consists  of  four  distinct  houses  under  one  roof ; one  house,  con- 
taining an  upper  and  a lower  room,  being  appropriated  to  the  use  of  each  of 
the  inmates.  They  have  also  small  plots  of  garden  ground  attached  to  their 
respective  houses. 

Earnshaw’s  Charity  for  apprenticing. 

William  Earnshaw,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  the  27th  February  1C84, 
bequeathed  to  the  town  and  parish  of  Alcester,  140/.  to  be  disposed  into  the 
hands  of  Francis  Bridges,  John  Yarnold,  Thomas  Pickard,  senior,  Samuel 
Woodcock,  of  the  said  parish,  the  rector  and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town  for  the 
time  being,  and  their  successors,  to  be  disposed  of  in  lands,  or  till  that  could  be 
done,  to  be  put  out  at  easy  interest,  the  rent  whereof  the  testator  directed 
should  be  disposed  of  in  setting  out  apprentices,  natives  of  the  said  town  and 
parish,  and  no  otherwise,  as  often  as  by  it  they  should  be  enabled  so  to  do,  em- 
powering the  trustees  for  the  time  being  to  choose  in  new  ones,  upon  the  death 
or  removal  of  any  of  the  former. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  15th  and  l6th  April  1731, 
between  John  Yarnold  and  Robert  Brandis,  surviving  trustees,  by  virtue  of  the 
wall  of  William  Earnshaw,  Thomas  Jowling,  rector,  and  Thomas  Cooper,  and 
John  Dobbins,  bailiffs,  of  Alcester,  trustees,  likewise  appointed  by  the  will  of 
William  Earnshaw,  of  the  first  part ; and  John  Quinton,  Joseph  Brandis,  and 
William  Brandis,  of  Alcester,  of  the  other  part ; reciting  the  will  of  Earnshaw, 
and  further,  that  the  rector  and  bailiffs  therein  mentioned,  and  three  of  the 
trustees  named  in  Earnshaw’s  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
by  the  said  will,  had  purchased  of  one  John  Frogmore,  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  bearing  date  14th  and  15th  February  1693,  certain  closes,  leasowes, 
and  pasture  grounds,  and  parcels  of  arable  land,  lying  in  Great  Alne,  other- 
wise Round  Alne,  that  is  to  say  ; a close,  called  Broadyard,  and  containing,  by 
estimation,  10  acres ; two  other  closes,  formerly  one  close,  called  Sandfield, 
containing,  by  estimation,  18  acres  ; six  sellions  or  ridges  of  arable  land,  lying 
together,  in  a field,  called  Copthorne  Field,  in  a furlong  there,  called  Copthorne 
Furlong,  containing  by  estimation,  two  acres  ; to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  in  placing 
out  such  apprentices  as  by  the  will  of  the  said  William  Earnshaw  is  directed ; 
and  after  reciting  tw'o  subsequent  trust  deeds.  It  w’as  witnessed,  that  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  conveyed  the  premises  to  the  use  of  the  parties  of  both 
parts  (except  John  Yarnold,  who  had  quitted  the  parish),  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  in  placing  out  apprentices,  natives  of 
Alcester,  as  by  the  will  of  the  said  William  Earnshaw  is  directed. 
t There  have  been  two  subsequent  conveyances,  in  trust,  the  last  of  which  is  by 
lease  and  release,  dated  25th  and  26th  November  1750.  Since  that  time  the 
charity  has  been  managed  by  tlie  bailiffs  for  the  time  being,  as  continuing 
trustees,  without  any  fresh  appointment. 

The  estimated  quantity  of  land  in  Great  Alne,  belonging  to  this  charity,  as 
stated  in  the  trust  deed,  amounts  to  30  acres  ; but  we  are  informed,  that  it  does 
not  in  fact  exceed  25.  Previously  to  Lady-day  1818,  it  was  let  for  20/.  a year, 
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subject  to  a land-tax  of’  1 /.  9^.  ; from  that  time  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  William 
Elvins,  at  35  /.  a year,  which  rent  seems  to  have  been  too  high.  Elvins  became 
insolvent,  and  gave  up  the  land  at  Michaelmas  1821,  having  paid  no  part  of 
the  rent  due  after  Lady-day  1819,  except  a sum  of  18/.  The  crops  growing 
in  1821  were  taken  for  the  balance,  and  produced  45  /.  When  Elvins  left  the 
farm,  it  was  let  to  John  Shailer,  on  a lease  for  21  years,  at  22/.  10.?.  per  annum  ; 
but  he  also  having  become  insolvent,  was  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  the 
remainder  of  his  term.  It  is  now  leased  to  Richard  Reynolds,  for  21  years  from 
Michaelmas  1825,  at  23/.  per  annum,  which  is  as  much  as  it  is  worth,  the  land 
having  been  much  impoverished  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  late  tenants. 

In  1821,  some  timber  growing  on  the  land  was  cut  down,  and  cleared  42/.  3a\, 
which  was  carried  to  account.  There  are  still  about  30  or  40  young  oak  trees 
in  the  hedge-rows  and  corners  of  the  fields. 

It  appears,  from  an  examination  of  the  accounts,  that  the  rents  have  been  duly 
brought  to  account,  and  applied  from  time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  apprenticing. 
The  premium  generally  paid  is  5/.,  but  in  some  instances  61.  and  'J 1.  have  been 
given.  In  addition  to  the  premium,  the  indentures  are  also  paid  for,  and  some 
expenses  have  been  from  time  to  time  incurred  in  giving  clothes  to  the 
apprentices  put  out. 

In  1822,  seven  apprentices  were  put  out  at  5 /.  each.  In  1823,  four  appren- 
tices at  5 /.,  one  at  51.  5 s.,  one  at  61.,  and  two  at  7 besides  81.  8 s.  4 d.  paid 
for  clothes,  and  the  sum  of  61.  IJ  s.  6d.  for  indentures.  In  1824,  there  were 
five  apprentices  put  out  at  5 /.  each,  and  2 /.  85.  6d.  for  clothes,  and  2/.  10 
for  indentures.  In  1825,  down  to  the  month  of  August,  only  one  had  been  put 
out,  with  whom  a premium  of  5 /.  was  paid.  There  was  a balance  in  hand  at  the 
time  of  our  inquiry,  of  12/.  3,s.  7d.  In  addition  to  this  balance,  there  is  due  to 
the  charity  from  the  town  the  sum  of  20/.  15  5.  Id.,  which  w'as  borrowed  in  the 
year  1823,  to  pay  the  balance  of  an  account  due  to  Mr.  Fisher,  the  bailiff,  on 
the  town  account.  There  appears  also  to  have  been  appropriated  to  the  town 
account,  in  the  year  1813,  a sum  of  36  /.  155.  3 d.  from  the  funds  of  this  charity. 
This  occurred  in  the  year  when  James  Whissell  and  William  Watson  were 
bailiffs,  and  appears  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  all  succeeding  bailiffs. 
This,  with  the  addition  of  the  20  /.  15  5.  1 d.  since  borrowed,  makes  in  the 
whole  a debt  of  57/.  10  5.  4<d.  due  from  the  town  to  the  charity.  We  have 
suggested  to  the  present  bailiffs,  the  neces'sity  of  providing  for  the  payment  of 
this  debt  without  loss  of  time. 

It  is  considered  by  the  bailiffs,  who  have  the  management  of  this  charity, 
that  the  premium  of  apprenticeship  might  be  usefully  increa.sed,  from  time  to 
time,  beyond  the  customary  limit  of  5 /.  ; and  we  do  not  find  any  thing  in  the 
will  that  militates  with  such  increase.  We  have  since  been  informed,  that  it  has 
been  agreed  to  raise  the  regular  premium  to  8 /. 

The  masters  are  provided  for  the  most  part  by  the  parents  of  the  children. 

Brakdis’s,  Yarnold’s,  and  Reynolds’s  Charities  for  apprenticing. 

Brandis’s  Charity. — JoJm  Brandis,  by  wull,  bearing  date  the  13th  November 
1724,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Alcester,  forever,  the  sum  of  100/. 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  within  a year  after  his  decease,  if  the  pur- 
chase could  be  ‘so  soon  made,  at  the  discretion  of  his  executor,  the  rector  of 
Alcester,  the  churchwardens,  and  bailiff’s  then  in  being,  his  executoi'  paying 
lawful  interest  for  the  same  from  the  end  of  a year  after  his  death  till  such 
\purchase  should  be  made  ; and  his  will  was,  that  the  yearly  interest,  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  lands  should  be  applied  for  ever,  for  and  towards  the  placing 
out  of  such  poor  boy  or  boys  apprentice  every  year,  as  should  be  natives  of  the 
said  parish  of  Alcester,  at  the  choice  and  discretion  of  the  rector,  church- 
wardens and  bailiffs  for  the  time  being,  such  boys  not  to  be  placed  out  apprentice 
to  any  person  or  persons  dwelling  within  or  belonging  to  the  said  town  and 
parish  of  Alcester ; and  he  directed,  in  case  the  purchase  should  exceed  tlie 
value  of  the  money  bequeathed,  that  the  yearly  interest  thereof  should  be 
applied  for  payment  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  purchase,  till  the  arrears  should 
be  fully  paid,  and  then  the  whole  should  be  applied  to  the  uses  befoie- 
mentioned. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  29th  and  30th  September  1735, 
between  Brooke  Bridges,  esq.  nephew  and  devisee  of  Martha  Porter,  widow, 
deceased,  of  the  one  part ; and  Thomas  Clarson  the  younger,  Joseph  Brandis, 

Rep.  15.  3 T and 


Alcester, 

Eaniihaw's 
Charity  for 
apprenticing, 
continued. 


Brandis's,  Yar- 
nold’s, and 
Reynolds’s 
Charities  for 
apprenticing. 


.510  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

and  William  Brandis,  executor  of  the  will  of  John  Brandis,  of  the  other  part ; 
after  reciting  the  will  of  John  Brandis,  and  that  Thomas  Jowding,  rector  of  the 
parish  of  Alcester,  and  John  Quinton  and  Thomas  Tonge,  the  two  church- 
wardens, and  William  Round  and  William  Bissell,  the  two  bailiffs  of  the  said 
parish,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  said  will,  by  the 
^ consent  and  direction  of  the  said  William  Brandis’s  executor,  as  aforesaid, 
had  agreed  and  contracted  with  the  said  Brooke  Bridges  for  the  purchase  of 
the  lands  and  premises  thereinafter  mentioned  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said 
Brooke  Bridges,  in  consideration  of  the  said  100  L,  and  of  the  further  sum  of  5 /. 
advanced  by  the  said  Thomas  Clarson  and  Joseph  Brandis,  granted  to  the  said 
Thomas  Clarson  and  Joseph  Brandis,  and  their  heirs,  divers  lands  and  sellions  of 
arable  land,  amounting,  as  described  therein,  to  34  in  number,  and  comprised  in 
12  parcels  lying  in  the  field  called  Alcester  Field,  in  the  parish  of  Alcester  ; to 
hold  the  same  to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Jowling,  John  Quinton,  Thomas 
Tonge,  William  Round,  and  William  Bissell,  and  their  successors,  the  ministers, 
churchwardens  and  bailiffs  of  Alcester  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever, 
in  trust,  that  the  said  rector,  churchwardens  and  bailiffs,  and  their  successors, 
should  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  land,  and  apply  the  same  in 
placing  out  poor  boys,  natives  of  Alcester,  apprentices  into  other  parishes, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  will  of  John  Brandis. 

Yarnold’s  Charity. — In  the  printed  returns  of  Charitable  Donations,  under 
Gilbert’s  Act  in  17^6,  is  mentioned  a sum  of  100/.  given  by  the  will  of 
Elisha  Yarnold,  in  I7IO,  for  apprenticing  poor  children,  which  is  stated  to  be, 
at  the  time  of  making  the  return,  “ in  land  annexed  to  Brandis’s  charity.”  The 
trustees  of  Yarnold’s  charity,  named  in  the  returns,  are,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmot, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Booker,  John  Hardwick,  and  Ralph  Smith,  of  whom  the  first  and 
two  last  are  therein  stated  to  be  also,  with  two  other  persons,  the  trustees  of 
Brandis’s  charitv. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  trust  deed  or  document  relating  to  the 
investment  of  this  money,  nor  indeed  any  other  notice  whatever  of  Yarnold’s 
charity,  except  a clause  in  the  commissioners  award  under  the  Alcester  inclosure 
Act,  dated  1st  February  1771>  whereby  they  awarded  as  follows : — 

“To  the  trustees  of  Brandis’s,  Yarnold’s  and  Reynolds’s  charities,  in  the 
three  respective  proportions  hereinafter  mentioned,  all  that  allotment  of  land, 
containing  altogether  by  admeasurement,  six  acres,  three  roods  and  eight 
perches,  as  the  same  was  then  marked  and  set  out,  including  the  ditches,  but 
exclusive  of  the  road  through  the  same  ; which  allotment  was  bounded  on  the 
south-west  and  north-west  by  the  private  road  leading  from  Alcester  to  Cold 
Comfort  Farm,  and  by  the  allotment  to  Samuel  Jackson  ; and  on  all  other  parts 
by  certain  ancient  inclosures  in  Alcester,  and  the  several  allotments  thereinafter 
respectively  allotted  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Alcester,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  Quakers  Meeting ; which  proportions  of  the  same  allotment, 
intended  to  be  and  thereby  allotted  to  the  respective  trustees  of  the  said 
charities,  respectively,  were  situated  in  the  manner  and  contain  the  respective 
quantities  of  land  thereinafter  mentioned  and  described,  that  is  to  say  ; to  the 
trustees  of  Yarnold’s  charity,  aforesaid,  all  that  proportion  of  land,  being  the 
north-west  part  of  the  same  allotment,  beginning  at  the  south-west  end  thereof, 
and  containing  by  measurement  one  acre,  one  rood  and  twenty  perches,  as  the 
same  was  then  marked  and  staked  out ; to  the  trustees  of  Reynolds’s  charity, 
all  that  proportion  of  land  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  same  allotment,  abutting 
against  Church  Close,  and  containing  by  admeasurement,  fourteen  perches,  as 
the  same  was  then  marked  and  staked  out ; and  to  the  trustees  of  Brandis’s 
charity,  all  that  the  remainder  of  the  same  allotment ; and  which  same  allot- 
■ ment  and  proportions  of  land  therein  contained,  was  and  were  by  the  said 
commissioners  allotted  to  the  trustees  cf  Brandis’s,  Yarnold’s  and  Reynolds’s 
charities,  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of,  and  as  and  for,  and  they  did  thereby  award, 
adjudge  and  determine  the  same  to  be,  a full  equivalent,  compensation  and 
satisfaction,  of  and  for  such  trustees  respective  shares,  estates,  interests,  and 
rights  of  common,  appurtenant  to  an  ancient  messuage,  the  property  of  the 
trustees  of  Reynolds’s  charity  aforesaid,  in  Alcester  aforesaid,  and  other  pro- 
perties whatsoever,  in  or  over  all  and  every  part  of  the  lands,  hereditaments  and 
premises  intended  to  be  inclosed.” 

It  seems  from  the  terms  of  this  clause  (although  they  are  somewhat  obscure), 
that  the  portion  of  this  allotment  awai’ded  to  the  trustees  of  Yarnold’s  charity, 
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was  in  lien  of  the  land  belonging  to  that  charity,  not  in  satisfaction  merely  of 
common  right  belonging  to  any  messuage  or  old  inclosure ; indeed  no  property 
of  this  description  is  known  as  having  ever  belonged  to  the  charity  ; at  the  same 
time  it  appears  extraordinary,  that  the  land  purchased  with  Yarnold’s  100  (if 
the  whole  was  so  invested  as  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act  seem  to  imply), 
should  have  been  compensated  by  an  allotment  of  only  one  acre,  one  rood  and 
eight  perches,  while  that  purchased  by  the  trustees  of  Brandis’s  charity,  for 
10.5/.,  should  have  required  an  allotment  of  five  acres,  one  rood  and  fourteen 
perches. 

No  subdivisions  have  been  made  in  this  allotment  of  the  portions  belonging 
to  the  respective  charities ; the  whole  is  now  considered  as  belonging  to 
Brandis’s  charity,  Yarnold’s  being  entirely  lost  sight  of,  and  is  described  in  the 
present  lease  as  a close  or  inclosed  piece  of  arable,  meadow  and  pasture  land, 
lying  at  Alcester  Fields,  in  the  parish  of  Alcester,  being  Brandis’s  charity  estate, 
and  containing,  by  estimation,  seven  acres  or  thereabouts.  We  have  met  with 
no  trust  deed  of  Brandis’s  charity  subsequent  to  the  purchase  deed  above 
mentioned,  though  it  appears  from  the  returns  of  178b,  that  there  must  have 
been  later  trust  deeds  both  of  this  and  of  Yarnold’s  charity. 

The  land  is  now  let  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens  (the  bailiffs  not  joining 
in  the  lease,)  to  Benjamin  Sparkes,  Henry  Harvey  and  Richard  Lee,  (the  two 
latter  being  added  as  sureties,)  for  ^i^  years  from  the  21st  of  December  1820, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  SJl.  ; this  rent  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  2/.  for  land- 
tax  and  1 for  the  stamp,  making  the  net  receipt  84/.  195. 

The  previous  rent  was  28/.,  and  prior  to  1801,  16/.  5 s.  The  present  rent  is 
considered  as  very  high,  and  the  tenant  was  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  one  year 
and  a half  in  arrear. 

Reynolds’s  GnARiTY.-^By  indenture  of  release,  founded  on  a lease  for 
a year,  and  dated  10th  December  1784,  between  John  Langston,  of  Alcester, 
baker,  of  the  first  part;  the  Rev.  James  Wilmot,  D.D.  rector  of  the  parish  of 
Alcester,  the  two  churchwardens,  the  two  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  fifty  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  of  the  second  part ; and  Thomas  Cheston, 
a nominal  trustee  for  the  said  parish,  of  the  third  part  ; after  reciting,  that  Mr. 
John  Reynolds,  theretofore  of  Alcester,  mercer,  deceased,  did  in  the  year  I67O, 
by  his  will,  (which  was  then  lost  or  mislaid,)  give  a messuage  in  Alcester,  the 
yearly  profits  whereof  to  be  employed  for  ever  for  the  putting  out  of  poor  boys 
of  the  said  parish,  apprentices ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  messuage 
being  very  ancient,  had  for  a number  of  years  been  in  very  bad  repair  and  almost 
uninhabitable,  and  although  upwards  of  60/.  had  lately  been  laid  out,  and  a debt 
to  that  amount  incurred  about  the  reparations  thereof,  the  same  could  not  be 
substantially  repaired,  unless  the  greater  part  thereof  should  be  taken  down  and 
rebuilt ; and  further,  that  the  said  John  Langston,  being  in  want  of  a proper 
place  whereon  to  erect  conveniences  for  carrying  on  his  trade,  and  being  seised 
in  fee  simple  of  the  messuage  thereinafter  granted,  which  was  in  good  repair, 
and  though  of  equal  yearly  value  with  the  messuage  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
John  Reynolds,  yet  not  so  conveniently  situated  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
John  Langston,  he  had  therefore  proposed  to  the  parishioners  to  exchange 
with  them  the  said  messuage  thereinafter  granted,  for  the  said  messuage 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Reynolds,  and  to  give  them  the  sum  of  20/., 
towards  discharging  the  aforesaid  debt ; and  that  at  a meeting  of  the  parish- 
ioners, convened  by  notice,  in  the  church,  at  which  a great  number  of 
parishioners  attended,  the  proposals  of  the  said  John  Langston  had  been 
discussed,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting,  that  they  were 
advantageous  to  the  charity,  and  it  was  agreed  to  make  the  exchange  ; It  was 
witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  an  indenture  of 
feoffment,  purporting  to  be  a deed  of  exchange,  of  even  date  therewith, 
executed  by  the  rector,  churchwardens,  overseers,  and  other  inhabitants  and 
parishioners,  of  Alcester,  whereby  the  messuage  devised  by  John  Reynolds, 
was  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Langston,  his  heirs  and  assigns ; he,  the  said 
John  Langston,  by  direction  of  the  rector,  churchwardens,  overseers,  and 
parishioners,  parties  thereto,  exchanged  and  granted  to  the  said  Thomas 
Cheston,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  the  said  parish,  a messuage  in 
Alcester,  with  the  bakehouse,  stable,  pigstye,  garden,  and  hereditaments, 
thereto  belonging,  in  a street  there  called  the  High-street,  then  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Thomas  Millward,  baker  ; to  hold  the  same  in  trust,  for  the  rector. 
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churchwardens,  overseers  and  parishioners,  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Alcester, 
for  the  time  being,  and  to  permit  the  said  rector,  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
and  their  successors,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
employing  the  same  in  putting  forth  poor  boys  of  the  said  parish,  apprentices, 
according  to  the  said  recited  will  of  John  Reynolds. 

A part  of  the  premises  thus  received  from  Langston,  lying  intermixed  with 
some  adjoining  premises,  belonging  to  Samuel  Jackson,  a further  exchange  was 
made  with  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  both  properties  more  compact, 
by  mutual  indentures  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  24th  December  1799,  whereby 
John  Cheston,  brother,  and  heir-at-law  of  Thomas  Cheston,  deceased,  the  trus- 
tee for  the  charity,  by  direction  of  the  rector,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor,  granted  a piece  of  land  with  a stable  erected  thereon,  containing  by 
admeasurement,  58  square  yards,  parcel  of  the  premises  received  from  Langston, 
to  the  said  Samuel  Jackson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  exchange  for  a parcel  of 
ground,  whereon  a piece  of  building  of  the  said  Samuel  Jackson’s  then  lately 
stood,  but  by  him  taken  down,  for  the  purpose  of  that  exchange,  together  with 
the  site  of  a pig-stye,  a muck-hole,  and  a privy-house,  parcel  of  the  said  adjoin- 
ing premises,  containing  by  admeasurement,  62  square  yards. 

This  house  is  now  let  by  the  rector  and  parish  officers,  to  Mr.  William  Penn, 
as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  clear  annual  rent  of  8/.  It  is  estimated  to 
be  worth  14/.  per  annum,  but  has  been  suffered  to  remain  at  the  present  low 
rent,  from  an  erroneous  impression,  that  the  tenant  held  under  a long  lease, 
granted  many  years  ago.  It  is  intended  to  serve  him  with  a notice  to  quit, 
unless  he  consents  to  pay  the  full  value  of  the  house. 

The  rents  of  these  charities  are  carried  to  one  account,  and  applied  to  the 
purpose  of  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Alcester,  at  premiums 
varying  from  4/.  to  8/.  The  indentures  are  also  paid  for  from  the  charity 
fund.  In  1823,  eight  were  apprenticed;  in  1824,  six,  and  to  July  the  1st, 
1825,  four. 

There  is  now  a balance  of  14/.  due  to  the  churchwarden,  he  having  advanced 
his  own  money,  in  anticipation  of  the  rents  being  regularly  paid. 

The  children  are  not  unfrequently  apprenticed  in  the  town.  It  is  thought, 
that  by  increasing  the  premium,  a facility  would  be  afforded  for  obtaining 
respectable  masters  out  of  the  town  and  parish,  consistently  with  the  will  of' 
Brandis,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  objection  to  such  increase  of  premium.  The 
masters  are,  for  the  most  part,  provided  by  the  parents  of  the  children. 

L.\dy  Elizabeth  Greville’s  Charity. 

Lady  Upon  a benefaction  table  in  the  church  at  Alcester,  is  an  inscription,  stating, 

Elizabeth  Greville’s  that,  “The  Lady  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Sir  Fulke  Greville,  knight,  in  1562,  gave 
Charity.  black  gowns  to  12  poor  widows,  for  ever.” 

In  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  I786,  this  gift  is  said  to  have  been 
a rent-charge  of  5/.  IO5.  a year,  given  by  will,  and  to  have  been  then  paid  by 
the  Earl  of  Warwick.  We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  will  of  Lady 
Elizabeth  Greville,  nor  to  obtain  any  other  information,  respecting  the  particu- 
lars of  this  donation;  but  we  find,  that  in  the  year  1812,  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
conveyed  to  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  certain  premises,  including  a farm  called 
Beauchamp’s  court  farm  in  Alcester,  free  of  all  incumbrances,  save  as  specified 
in  the  schedule,  in  which  schedule  is  contained,  among  other  things,  the  fol- 
lowing item,  “ Annual  payment  off  /.  to  12  poor  widows,  for  gowns.” 

The  annual  sum  of  6 /.  is  accordingly  paid  by  the  agent  of  the  Marquis  of 
Hertford,  to  a mercer  and  linen-draper  in  Alcester,  who  furnishes  black  serge 
sufficient  to  make  12  gowns  to  12  poor  widows  of  the  parish.  They  are  at 
present  appointed  by  Mr.  Whissell  of  Alcester,  Lord  Hertford’s  agent  and  rent- 
gatherer. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  this  annual  payment  exceeds  the  5/.  IO5.  attributed 
to  Lady  Elizabeth  Greville’s  gift,  in  the  returns  of  I786,  by  the  sum  of  10.5. 
which  excess  we  are  at  a loss  to  account  for,  unless  by  ascribing  it  to  the  fol- 
lowing charity  of  Sir  Fulke  Greville. 

Sir  Fulke  Greville’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  the  returns  of  1786,  that  Sir  Fulke  Greville,  knight,  gave  to  the 
poor  of  Alcester,  a rent-charge  of  IO5.  a year.  It  is  not  mentioned  at  what 
time  it  was  given,  nor  by  whom  it  was  to  be  paid,  but  it  is  added,  that  it  had 
not  been  paid  for  several  years. 
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On  the  benefaction  table,  we  find  the  following  entry  : — “ Given  to  this  parish, 
out  of  the  Angel  Inn,  105.  yearly  ; hath  been  received,  time  out  of  mind,  by  the 
churchwardens  ; to  continue  for  ever.” 

The  coincidence  in  the  sums  leads  to  a conjecture,  that  the  anonymous 
rent-charge  in  the  benefaction  table  may  be  the  same  as  Sir  Fulke  Greville’s 
rent-charge  in  the  returns.  No  payment  of  10  5.  is  now  received  from  the 
Angel-inn ; and  we  are  informed  by  the  present  proprietor,  the  master  of  the 
inn,  that  he  purchased  it  free  of  all  incumbrances;  nor  is  any  such  sum  received 
from  any  other  source,  as  the  gift  of  Sir  Fulke  Greviile.  It  has,  however,  been 
seen,  that  the  annual  payment  received  from  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  in  respect 
of  Lady  Elizabeth  Greville’s  charity,  exceeds,  by  10 5.,  the  sum  attributed  to 
the  gift  of  that  lady  in  the  returns  of  1786,  which  affords  room  for  conjecture, 
that  the  105.  may  have  been,  at  some  former  period,  transferred  from  the  Angel- 
inn,  (which  we  are  given  to  understand  once  belonged  to  the  Greviile  family,) 
and  charged  with  Lady  Elizabeth  Greville’s  gift  upon  the  property,  afterwards 
conveyed  to  Lord  Hertford. 

Penelope  Morgan’s,  and  other  Charities. 

By  indenture,  dated  21st  December  1778,  between  James  Scriven  and  Thomas  Penelope  Morgan’s, 
Tirrell,  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Alcester,  of  the  first  part ; several  other  persons,  and  other  Charities, 
described  as  principal  inhabitants  and  parishioners  of  the  said  parish,  in  vestry 
assembled,  of  the  second  part;  and  the  Rev.  John  Garland,  of  Alcester,  clerk, 

William  Harris,  and  Edward  Crow,  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said 
parish,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  Penelope  Morgany  widow,  in  the  year 
1720,  gave  to  the  then  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  the  sum 
of  10/.,  to  be  by  them  and  their  successors  set  out  at  interest,  and  the  yearly 
profits  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  church  poor  of  Alcester,  on  liaster-day  and 
Christmas-day,  by  equal  portions,  for  ever ; and  that  Samuel  Dobbins,  in  the 
year  I766,  by  his  will,  bequeathed  to  the  then  minister  and  churchwardens  of 
the  said  parish,  the  sum  of  20/.,  to  be  by  them  and  their  successors  placed  out 
at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Alcester,  for  ever;  and  that  William  Oakes,  deceased, 
by  his  will,  dated  19th  March  I766,  gave  to  the  then  minister  and  churchwardens 
of  the  said  parish,  and  their  successors,  the  sum  of  100/.,  upon  trust,  to  be  by 
them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land ; and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  such 
land  should  be  by  them  annually  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor  of  the  said 
parish,  in  manner  therein  mentioned ; and  that  Elizabeth  Oakes,  by  her  will, 
dated  29th  September  1769>  gave  to  the  then  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the 
said  parish,  and  their  successors,  100/.,  in  trust,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  land ; 
and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  land  should  be  by  them  laid  out  yearly  in 
bread  for  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  ; and  reciting,  that  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release,  dated  28th  and  29th  October,  then  last,  Henry  Harper,  and  Eleanor 
his  wife,  in  consideration  of  260/.  to  them  paid  by  the  said  James  Scriven  and 
Thomas  Tirrell,  out  of  the  proper  monies  of  the  inhabitants  and  parishioners  of 
the  said  parish  of  Alcester,  had  granted,  bargained,  sold,  and  conveyed  unto 
the  said  James  Scriven  and  Thomas  Tirrell,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that 
messuage,  tenement  or  dwelling-house,  formerly  two  tenements,  with  a malt- 
house  and  other  out-buildings,  all  adjoining,  together  with  the  several  pieces 
or  parcels  of  garden  ground  thereto  belonging,  and  also  all  that  toft  or  parcel 
of  land  whereon  an  oil-mill  formerly  stood,  which  was  laid  and  adjoined  to  the 
said  messuage  or  tenement  and  premises,  and  for  many  years  last  past  had  been 
parcel  thereof,  all  which  premises  were  situate  in  or  near  the  town  of  Alcester, 
and  were  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  House,  or  Old 
House,  between  the  road- way  leading  from  Oversley-green  to  Alcester,  on  the 
one  side,  and  a road  or  lane  leading  from  the  west  side  of  the  said  premises 
to  a lane  or  street  in  Alcester,  called  Maltmill-lane,  on  the  other  side  thereof, 
and  were  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish  of  Al- 
cester, and  by  them  used  as  a workhouse ; to  hold  to  the  said  James  and  Thomas, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  their  only  proper  use  and  behoof,  but  upon  the  several 
trusts  thereinafter  mentioned  and  declared  concerning  the  same ; and  after 
further  reciting,  that  the  said  parishioners  not  then  having  money  belonging  to 
the  said  parish  to  pay  the  said  purchase  money,  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  and 
take  up  at  interest  the  several  sums  of  200/.,  20/.,  and  10/.,  of  the  said  rector 
and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  of  Alcester,  being  several  charity  legacies 

Rep.  15.  3 T 3 given 


Alcester. 


Sir 

Fulke  Greville’s 
Charity, 
continued. 


Alcesler. 


Penelope  Morgan’s, 
and  other  Charities, 
continued. 


Gibbs's  Charity. 


.514  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

given  to  them,  as  trustees,  for  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  for  the  securing  of 
which  said  several  sums  of  money,  and  interest  to  grow  due  for  the  same,  after 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent  per  annum,  the  said  messuage  and  premises  were 
intended  to  be  demised  by  the  said  James  and  Thomas  to  the  said  rector  and 
churchwardens  for  the  term  of  1,000  years,  by  way  of  mortgage ; it  was  declared 
and  agreed,  by  and  between  all  the  parties  to  the  said  indenture  now  in  recital, 
that  the  said  messuage  and  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  were  thereby 
granted,  released,  and  conveyed  to  the  said  James  and  Thomas  as  aforesaid,  in 
trust,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  parishioners  and  paymasters  of  the  said 
parish  of  Alcester,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  to  be  by  them  used,  occupied, 
set,  let  or  disposed  of,  as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should,  from  time  to 
time,  in  public  vestry  assembled,  by  their  order  or  orders  in  writing  for  that 
purpose  entered  in  their  vestry  book,  direct  or  appoint;  and  upon  further  trust, 
that  the  said  James  and  Thomas  should,  immediately  after  the  execution  thereof 
and  the  vesting  of  the  fee  simple  of  the  said  premises  in  the  said  James  and 
Thomas,  demise  the  said  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  said  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish,  and  their  successors,  for  the  term  of 
1,000  years,  by  way  of  mortgage,  for  securing  the  repayment  of  the  said  several 
sums  of  200/.,  20/.,  and  10/.,  and  interest  for  the  same,  after  the  rate  of  four 
per  cent  per  annum  ; And  further  reciting,  that  the  said  several  sums  of  200  /., 
20/.,  and  10/.,  mentioned  to  have  been  borrowed  as  aforesaid,  were  the  same 
sums  which  were  given  and  bequeathed  by  the  said  Penelope  Morgan,  Samuel 
Dobbins,  William  Oakes,  and  Elizabeth  Oakes,  as  aforesaid ; It  was  witnessed, 
that  the  said  James  and  Thomas,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  trusts  in  them  reposed,  did  thereby  demise  the  said  several 
premises  before  mentioned,  to  the  said  John  Garland,  William  Harris  and 
Edward  Crow,  to  hold  to  them,  their  executors,  administrators,  successors  and 
assigns,  from  the  day  next  before  the  day  of  the  date  of  that  indenture,  for  the 
full  end  and  term  of  1,000  years  next  ensuing,  subject  to  redemption,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  said  several  sums  of  200/.,  20/.,  and  10/.,  before  mentioned,  and 
interest  for  the  same,  at  4 per  cent  per  annum,  on  the  21st  December  then  next. 

The  sum  of  81.  was  received  at  Christmas  1824,  by  the  churchwarden,  from 
the  overseer,  as  a payment  arising  out  of  the  workhouse,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  bread  for  the  poor,  to  which  use  it  was  accordingly  applied. 

It  appears,  thiit  for  several  previous  yeans,  the  sum  of  10/.  had  been  thu.s 
annually  applied,  at  Christmas,  by  the  overseers.  The  explanation  given  of 
this  payment  is,  that  the  sum  due  to  the  charities  of  the  parish  from  the  work- 
house,  was  supposed  to  be  200/.,  which,  at  five  per  cent,  produced  10/.  interest, 
but  that  at  Christmas  last  it  had  occurred  to  the  vestry,  that  four  per  cent  was  p 
a sufficient  interest  to  be  paid  for  the  debt,  and  they  had  accordingly  reduced 
the  payment  to  81.,  being  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  on  200/.,  the  supposed 
debt. 

There  is,  however,  no  order  found  in  the  vestry  book  to  that  effect.  The 
rector  and  churchwardens  having  been  apprized  of  the  real  amount  of  the  debt, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  reserved  for  it  by  the  mortgage  deed  above  abstracted, 
will  take  care  that  the  full  amount  of  that  interest,  being  Q/.  4^.  per  annum, 
shall  in  future  be  demanded. 

Tlie  bread  purchased  wdth  the  money  hitherto  received  from  the  overseer, 
has  been  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  at  Christmas,  in  one  or  more 
sixpenny  or  shilling  loaves  to  each,  according  to  their  respective  necessities. 
The  distribution  is  made  at  the  church  by  the  churchwardens,  in  presence  of 
the  minister  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  such  other  of  the  inhabitants  as 
think  proper  to  attend. 

Gibbs’s  Charity. 

The  benefaction  table  in  the  church  states,  that  Mr.  William  Gibbs,  late  of 
Alcester,  baker,  in  1759,  gave,  by  will,  40  s.  per  annum,  for  ever,  to  the  poor 
of  that  parish,  not  receiving  collection,  to  be  distributed  yearly,  on  Christmas- 
day,  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  and  charged  a messuage,  situate  in 
Evesham-street,  then  in  the  tenure  of  Barnabas  Stiles,  with  the  jiayment  of  the 
same. 

The  sum  of  40^.  is  annually  received  troin  Mr.  John  Tirrell,  as  a rent- 
charge  issuing  out  of  a house  belonging  to  him  in  Evesham-street,  called  the 
White  Lion. 
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This  annuity  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  bread,  which  is  distributed  at 
I Christmas  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  conjunction  with  the  bread  purchased 
I from  the  charities  of  Penelope  Morgan,  and  others,  as  before-mentioned,  and  in 
i the  same  manner. 

Wilcox’s  Charity. 

; Robert  Wikox,  by  will,  dated  24th  December  l627j  gave  his  house  and  close, 
i therein  described  to  be  enfeoffed  to  the  town  of  Alcester,  for  ever,  during  the 
; lease,  which  was  for  1,000  years,  for  the  maintenance  of  three  sermons  in  the 
I year,  viz. ; one  upon  the  5th  November,  in  remembrance  of  our  happy  deliver- 
ance, with  our  king,  nobles  and  states,  from  the  pestilent  design  of  the  Papists 
in  the  powder  plot ; one  other  on  the  17th  November,  in  remembrance  of  that 
good  Queen  Elizabeth,  her  entrance  unto  the  crown  ; the  third  upon  the  last 
day  of  July,  in  remembrance  of  the  Lord’s  gracious  deliverance  from  the  Spanish 
Armada  in  88.  And  whereas  the  rent  was  20^.  by  the  year  then,  and  the 
goodwife  Lilly  having  her  life  in  it,  after  her  decease,  no  doubt  the  house  and 
close  would  be  worth  305.  by  the  year,  then  his  will  was,  that  the  said  overplus 
should  be  given  to  the  poor  every  year,  as  the  rent  should  come  in,  for  ever. 

The  house,  which  is  understood  to  have  been  .derived  from  this  charity,  is 
situate  at  King’s  Coughton,  in  the  parish  of  Alcester.  It  is  a very  small  cottage, 
and  the  close  contains  about  an  acre.  The  house  is  now  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Wiggett,  a labourer,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  2/.  per  annum,  he 
keeping  it  in  repair.  The  close  is  held  by  Richard  Boddington,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  4 1.  per  annum.  These  respective  rents  are  the  highest  that  can 
be  obtained.  Out  of  these  rents,  the  sum  of  205.  is  paid  to  the  rector  for 
preaching  the  three  sermons  specified  in  the  will,  and  tliere  is  distributed  205, 
worth  of  bread  on  the  5th  November,  and  the  like  quantity  on  the  17th,  among 
the  poor  of  the  parish  attending  the  church  on  the  occasion  of  the  sermons 
preached  on  those  days.  These  payments  not  having  exhausted  the  rents  since 
their  increase  to  their  present  amount,  there  has  been  an  accumulation  of  the 
surplus,  which  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  18/.  135.  *2.d. 
This  sum  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Grafton,  who  has  acted  since  1802 
as  the  trustee  of  this  charity,  having  taken  the  management  of  it  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  John  Cheston,  to  whose  business  as  a tanner  he  succeeded,  and  who  had 
for  several  years  acted  in  the  same  capacity ; but  under  what  circumstances 
Mr.  Cheston  first  undertook  the  management,  does  not  appear. 

The  accumulation  has  been  suffered  to  take  place,  in  consequence  of  some 
difficulties  that  were  felt  as  to  its  appropriation,  it  being  doubted  whether  it 
ought  not  to  be  apportioned  between  the  minister  and  the  poor,  in  the  propor- 
tions specified  in  the  will  in  reference  to  the  anticipated  rent  of  305. 

The  question  appears  to  us  to  be  not  without  considerable  difficulty.  The 
terms  of  this  will  afford  no  satisfactory  grounds  for  conjecturing  what  the 
testator  would  have  done,  had  he  contemplated  any  increase  of  rent  beyond  the 
specified  sum  of  305. ; but  in  the  absence  of  any  clearer  rule  for  regulating  the 
disposition  of  the  funds,  it  seems  to  us  most  advisable,  that  the  current  rents, 
and  the  accumulation  in  hand,  should  be  apportioned  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  the  testator  apportioned  that  amount  of  rent  which  he  appears  alone  to 
have  had  in  view,  namely,  two-thirds  to  the  minister,  and  one-third  to 
the  poor. 

Church  Land. 

In  a list  of  charitable  donations,  inscribed  on  a tablet  in  the  church  at 
Alcester,  is  the  following: — 

“ The  close,  called  Hawes’s  Close,  adjoining  Priory-lane,  and  one  ridge  or 
land  in  the  field,  were,  in  1655,  purchased  by  the  town  stock,  of  John  Badger, 
esquire,  and  the  yearly  profits  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  church,  for 
ever.” 

Hawes’s  close,  is  supposed  at  present  to  comprise  the  ridge  of  land  alluded 
to  in  this  inscription,  and  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Mills,  under 
a lease  for  seven  years  from  21st  December  1823,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
13/.  105.  which  is  the  fair  value  of  the  land.  It  is  cai’ried  to  the  church 
account. 


Alcester. 
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Great  Alne. 

Parker’s  and  other 
Charities. 


PARISH  O F G R E A T ALNE. 

Parker’s  and  other  Charities. 

In  the  parish  register  of  Great  Alne,  is  an  entry,  of  which  the  following  is 
a copy,  viz. — 

“ March  27th,  1717* — Memorandum.  It  is  this  day  agreed  at  a parish  meet- 
ing, at  Great  Alne,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  public  notice  being  given  in  the 
parish  church  of  Great  Alne,fthe  Lord’s  day  preceding,  that  the  sum  of  80/.,  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Bloxam,  Mr.  William  Edes,  Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  and 
Mr.  John  Burton,  feoffees,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Great  Alne  afore- 
said, be  laid  out  in  a purchase  of  certain  lands  lying  in  Great  Alne  aforesaid, 
called  by  the  name  of  Church  Meers,  for  the  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  said 
poor  of  Great  Alne  ; and  the  feoffees  in  trust  we  hereby  appoint  to  be,  William 
Edes,  rector  of  Kinwarton ; Thomas  Allen,  rector  of  Spernall ; the  church- 
warden and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Great  Alne,  for  the  time  being.” 

Signed  by  W”'  Edes, 

Tho‘  Allen, 

The  churchwarden. 
Two  overseers,  and 
Three  other  persons. 

It  appears  from  a benefaction  table  in  the  church,  that  the  sum  of  80/.  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  entry,  was  composed  of  the  following  gifts,  with  the 
addition  of  interest  upon  them ; viz. — 

1606.  The  gift  of  William  Parker 
— The  gift  of  Edward  Green 

1607.  The  gift  of  Richard  Parker 

1615.  The  gift  of  Thomas  Green 

1616.  The  gift  of  Richard  Williams  - 

1642.  The  gift  of  John  Greatwitch  - 

— The  gift  of  Mrs.  Vernon 
■ — The  gift  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burton 


Interest 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

2 - 

- 

10  - - 

- 

2 - - 

- 

4 - - 

1 _ 

_ 

20  - - 

- 

30  - - 

£. 

70  - - 

- 

10  - - 

£. 

80  - - 

The  resolution  of  the  parish,  recorded  in  the  register,  was  subsequently 
carried  into  effect,  as  we  find  from  the  purchase  deed,  dated  l6th  Ajiril  1717» 
whereby  William  Greenhill,  of  Alcester,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  80/. 

• granted  and  conveyed  to  William  Edes,  of  Kinwarton,  clerk,  Thomas  Allen,  of  • 
Spernall,  clerk,  John  Woodward,  churchwarden  of  Great  Alne,  and  Thomas 
Reynolds,  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Great  Alne,  feoffees  nominated  and  appointed 
in  trust,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Great  Alne, 
by  the  general  consent  and  appointment  of  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish, 
at  their  parish  meeting  held  the  27th  of  March  then  last  past ; two  closes  of 
arable  and  pasture  ground,  commonly  called  by  the  name  of  Church  Meare, 
lying  in  the  parish  and  precincts  of  Great  Alne  aforesaid ; to  hold  the  same  for 
the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Great  Alne,  during  all 
the  residue  of  a term  of  1,900  years,  therein  recited  to  have  been  granted  by 
George  Smith  and  George  Green,  to  George  Kecke,  from  Lady-day,  15  James  I. 
and  then  come  by  divers  mesne  assignments  to  the  possession  of  the  said  William 
Greenhill,  as  therein  stated. 

This  land  consists  of  about  four  acres  of  pasture,  and  is  now  held  by  John 
Moore,  a cow-dealer,  of  Great  Alne,  under  a lease  for  seven  years  from  Lady- 
day  1825,  at  the  annual  rent  of  22/.  The  letting  was  by  auction,  and  the  rent 
appears  to  be  the  full  value.  The  previous  rent  was  12/. 

The  money  is  distributed  half-yearly,  as  the  rent  is  received.  There  are  be- 
tween 50  and  60  poor  families  in  the  parish,  all  of  whom  participate,  but  those 
who  are  most  in  want  have  the  largest  proportions. 

John  Smith’s  Charity. 

John  Smith’.s  It  is  also  Stated  on  the  benefaction  table,  that  John  Smith,  of  the  Wood  House, 
Charily.  gave  two  pair  of  shoes  yearly,  for  ever,  to  two  of  the  poor  widows  of  this 

parish. 


Two 
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Two  pair  of  shoes,  or  two  suins  of  3 s.  6d.  in  money,  are  yearly  given  to  two 
poor  widows  of  the  parish,  by  Edward  Garfield,  tenant  to  Mr.  Field  of  Chipping 
Norton,  of  a farm,  in  Great  Alne,  in  respect  of  a piece  of  land  of  about  two 
acres,  part  of  his  farm,  lying  near  a house,  called  the  Wood  House,  and  adjoin- 
ing the  lane  leading  from  Great  Alne  to  the  Wood  House.  It  is  called  the 
Four  Lands. 

Edward  Green’s  Charity. 

It  is  further  stated  on  the  benefaction  table,  that  Edward  Green,  of  this 
parish,  gave  5/.  yearly,  out  of  his  estate,  late  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Bloxam, 
to  be  given  to  the  poor  in  bread,  whereof  there  is  an  account  upon  the  church 
wall. 

The  account  thus  referred  to  is  upon  another  small  board,  which  states,  that 
in  1666,  Edward  Green,  of  this  parish,  gave  by  will  2 a.  a week,  to  be  distributed 
to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  in  penny  bread,  for  ever. 

Two  dozen  penny  loaves  are  sent  to  the  church  every  Sunday,  by  the  tenant 
of  a farm  in  Great  Alne,  belonging  to  Francis  Holyoake,  esquire,  of  Tettenhall, 
near  Woh*erhampton. 

The  bread  is  given  away  by  the  churchwarden  to  such  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  as  attend  the  service,  according  to  his  knowledge  of  their  wants.  They 
receive  one  or  two  loaves,  and  sometimes  more,  according  the  numbers  that 
attend, 

Joyce  Greenhill’s  Charity. 

We  are  further  informed  by  the  benefaction  table,  that  Joyce,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Greenhill,  gave  the  sum  of  2^.,  which  was  in  the  overseers  hands  for 
the  time  being,  the  interest  whereof  was  to  be  given  yearly  to  seven  poor 
widows,  on  Good  Friday. 

This  sum  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  successive  overseers,  who  paid  seven 
groats,  as  the  interest  of  it,  to  seven  poor  widows  of  the  parish,  on  Good 
Friday. 

About  nine  or  ten  years  ago  the  money  came  into  the  hands  of  an  overseer, 
who  became  insolvent,  and  it  \vas  lost. 

George  Smith’s  Gift. 

Another  charity  recorded  on  the  benefaction  table,  is  that  of  George  Smith, 
who  is  there  stated  to  have  given  a cottage,  a.  d.  1622,  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
during  a term  of  1,000  years. 

There  are  several  cottages  in  the  parish,  which  are  inhabited  by  poor  people 
rent-free,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  cottage  mentioned  in  the  above  inscription 
is  one  of  them,  but  it  cannot  be  satisfactorily  identified. 


PARISH  OF  ALVESTON. 

Charities  of  the  Rev.  George  Hammond,  and  Mrs.  Alice  Hammond. 

An  account  of  the  legacy  of  the  Rev.  George  Hammond,  of  400/.  among  the 
several  parishes  of  Hampton  Lucy,  Alveston  and  Wasperton,  will  be  found  in 
a subsequent  page,  among  the  charities  in  the  former  parish.  It  will  there  be 
seen,  that  the  portion  belonging  to  Alveston  is  the  fourth  part  of  the  dividends 
on  668/.  Old  South  Sea  Annuities,  in  which  the  legacy  was  invested,  amounting 
to  51.  Oa.  2|-«/.  per  annum. 

Mrs.  Alice  Hammond’s  charity  was  a sum  of  100/.  given  by  her  will,  dated 
the  28th  January  1778,  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  the 
interest  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  such  manner  as  they 
should  think  fit,  and  which  legacy  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  I68/.  17a.  9d. 
new  South  Sea  annuities,  in  the  names  of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens. 

The  dividends  on  this  stock,  amounting  annually  to  51.  ls.4td.,  are  given 
away  together  with  those  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  legacy,  and  whatever  is  in  hand 
of  the  sacrament  money,  about  Christmas,  such  time  being  selected  by  the  vicar 
for  the  distribution  as  he  thinks  will  be  most  beneficial.  On  the  appointed 
day,  of  which  previous  notice  is  given  in  the  church,  the  poor  attend  at  the 
church,  when  he  distributes  the  money,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the 
parish  officers,  to  those  who  are  most  in  want,  proportioning  the  sums  given  to 
the  state  of  the  different  families.  The  sums  given  are  generally  about  5 a.  and 
under. 

Rep.  15.  3 U 
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(,  This  mode  of  distribution  is  not  strictly  consistent  with  the  directions  given 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hammond  for  the  application  of  his  charity,  which  were,  that 
the  interest  should  be  distributed  to  four  poor  men  or  women  of  the  parish, 
who  should  frequent  the  communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  at  least  four 
times  in  the  year.  It  was  recommended,  that  this  direction  should  be  attended 
to  in  future,  as  far  as  Mr.  Hammond’s  charity  is  concerned. 

. . . Sir  William  Bishop’s  Charity. 

' Upon  a benefaction  table  in  the  church  at  Alveston,  it  is  recorded,  that  Sir 
William  Bishop,  of  Bridgetown,  in  the  parish  of  Alveston,  knight,  by  will,  dated 
5th  November  1679,  gave  50/.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Alveston,  to  be  set 
out  for  interest,  upon  good  security,  and  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread, 
for  ever,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Alveston,  annually,  on  Christmas-day. 

The  interest  of  this  legacy,  amounting  to  505.  a year,  is  now  paid  by  the 
Rev.  Francis  Fortescue  Knottesford,  the  owner  of  the  Bridgetown  estate, 
formerly  the  property'  of  Sir  William  Bishop,  on  which  it  is  understood  to  be 
charged ; 3s.  worth  of  bread,  in  twopenny  loaves,  is  sent  from  Stratford,  and 
given  away  in  the  church,  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month  ; and  on  Christmas- 
day,  a further  quantity  of  145.  worth,  is  sent  in  like  manner,  and  given  away 
at  the  church,  together  with  other  voluntary  charities,  to  poor  people  of  the 
parish  who  attend  there. 

Mr.  Knottesford’s  Charity. 

John  Knottesford,  of  Bridgetown,  by  will,  dated  2d  July  1777>  ^»Bd  codicil, 
dated  29th  April  1780,  gave  to  the  Worcester  infirmary,  200  guineas,  on  con- 
dition, that  they  should  admit,  during  the  continuance  of  the  infirmary,  all 
patients,  sick  or  lame,  from  the  parishes  of  Alveston,  Studley,  and  Tiddington, 
to  be  certified  as  objects  by  the  clergyman  and  overseers  of  the  parish,  th*e 
objects  not  to  be  in  any  respect  possessed  of  10/.  a year. 

He  also  gave  to  Saint  George’s  hospital,  Hyde  Park-corner,  100  guineas, 
provided  his  representatives  should  be  permitted  to  send  two  patients  yearly, 
during  the  continuance  of  that  infirmary,  the  objects  from  Alveston  first  to  be 
preferred. 

Patients  have  formerly  been  sent  from  Alveston  to  the  infirmary  at  Worcester, 
in  virtue  of  this  benefaction,  but  not  of  late  years.  There  is  a general  infirmary 
at  Birmingham,  which  is  much  nearer,  and  therefore  usually  resorted  to  when 
necessary.  We  do  not  hear  of  any  patients  having  been  sent  to  Saint  George’s 
hospital. 

i , Anonymous. 

Oh  the  benefaction  table  it  is  stated,  that  left  20/.  to  the  parish 

of  Alveston,  to  be  set  out  to  use,  and  the  interest  to  be  distributed  among  the 
poor,  annually. 

In  the  printed  returns,  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  George  3d,  this  20  /.  is  stated 
to  be  then  in  the  hands  of  Edward  Stanley,  yielding  interest  16 5.  Mr.  Stanley 
died  about  five  years  ago,  and  his  only  child  was  a daughter,  now  the  wife  of 
Mr.  John  Mills,  of  Stratford.  Mrs.  Mills  states,  that  her  father  was  accustomed 
to  give  away  bread  to  the  poor,  but  she  understood  it  to  be  a voluntary  gift  of 
his  own,  and  that  she  has  no  documents  of  his  that  afford  any  ground  to  sup- 
pose that  he  had  money  belonging  to  any  parish  charities  in  his  hands.  We 
have  carefully  examined  such  parish  books  as  are  still  in  existence,  but  have 
found  nothing  in  them  relating  to  this  benefaction. 

Mrs.  Jenkinson’s  Charity. 

‘ Mrs.  Ann  Jenhinson,  of  Alveston,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  widow,  by  her 
will,  dated  Sd  January  1810,  among  other  things  bequeathed  as  follows: — 

• “ Whereas  I have  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  some  permanent  provision 

by  my  will,  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Alveston, 
but  by  reason  of  the  laws  against  gifts  in  mortmain,  and  other  impediments, 

I have  not  been  able  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  will  effectuate  my  design ; 
and  as  I have  communicated  my  plan  to  my  executor,  I shall  leave  it  to  hiiUj 
and  to  the  person  who  for  the  time  being  shall  be  in  the  possession  and  enjoyment 
of  my  house  and  estate  at  Alveston,  aforesaid,  to  carry  the  same  into  execution, 
in  the  whole,  or  as  near  to  my  plan  as  the  laws  of  the  realm  and  local  circum- 
stances will  permit ; and  with  that  view,  I direct  that  the  sum  of  500/.  be  raised 
out  of  my  personal  estate  only,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  collected  and  made 
from  the  sale  of  my  furniture  and  effects,  and  become  vested  in  my  said  executor. 
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and  the  person  who  for  the  time  being  shall  be  in  the  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  my  house  and  estate  at  Alveston,  under  the  limitations  contained  in 
my  will,  to  the  intent  that  they  or  the  survivor  of  them  may  apply  and  dispose 
of  the  same,  in  such  way  as  they  shall  think  will  best  and  nearest  correspond 
with  the  plan,  which  I shall  leave  in  writing  with  my  executor  for  the  purpose; 
and  in  case  it  shall  be  found  impracticable  to  render  my  plan  in  any  way  con- 
ducive to  the  end  1 have  in  view,  then  1 order  and  direct,  that  the  said  sum  of 
500/.  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Alveston,  in  any  other  way,  my  said  executor,  and  the  person  who 
for  the  time  being  shall  be  in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  my  said  house 
and  estate  at  Alveston,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  shall  think  proper ; and  in  the 
mean  time,  and  until  the  said  sum  of  500/.  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of, 
I direct,  that  the  same  be  laid  out  and  invested  in  government  security,  in  the 
joint  names  of  my  said  executor,  and  the  person  who  for  the  time  being  shall  be. 
in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  my  house  and  estate  at  Alveston,  aforesaid, 
or  in  the  name  of  the  survivor  of  them,  and  that  the  dividends,  interest,  and 
annual  produce  thereof,  shall  accumulate,  and  be  from  time  to  time  added  to 
the  principal." 

; Mrs.  Jenkinson  died  in  the  beginning  of  1813,  having  appointed  Charles 
Wyatt,  esquire,  (who  also  has  been  some  years  dead),  the  sole  executor  of  her 
will;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  she  communicated  to  him  any  plan  respecting 
her  intended  charity,  or  that  any  such  was  found  among  her  papers,  unless  the 
document,  hereafter  stated,  may  be  considered  as  emanating  from  her,  and  pos- 
sessing that  character. 

Under  eminent  legal  advice,  the  executor,  and  Lieutenant  General  JenKinson, 
the  possessor  of  Mrs.  Jenkinson’s  house  and  estate  at  Alveston,  under  the  limi- 
tations of  her  will,  resolved  to  invest  the  legacy  and  the  accruing  interest,  until' 
the  residuary  legatee  under  Mrs.  Jenkinson’s  will,  who  was  a minor,  having 
attained  the  age  of  21,  should  concur  in  the  application  of  it  to  a charitable 
purpose.  This  advice  was  grounded  on  the  opinion,  that  as  the  testatrix  ap- 
peared to  have  in  contemplation  some  charitable  purpose,  incapable  of  establish- 
ment by  testamentary  means,  there  was  no  mode  in  which  the  executor  and 
trustee  could  safely  dispose  of  the  sum  which  she  had  given  as  an  auxiliary  fund, 
to  answer  her  object.  ■ 

The  legacy,  together  with  half  a year’s  interest  thereon,  amounting,  after 
deducting  the  legacy  duty,  to  460/.  2s.  6^/.  was  accordingly  invested  in  August 
or  September  1814,  in  the  purchase  of  681  /.  13s.  8d.  three  per  cent,  consols,  in 
the  names  of  Charles  Wyatt  and  Lieutenant  General  John  Jenkinson.  The 
dividends  have  been  re-invested,  as  they  have  become  due,  and  the  stock  at  the 
time  of  our  examination,  in  August  1825,  amounted  to  1,020/.  2s.  9d,  exclu- 
sive of  the  dividend  due  in  the  preceding  July. 

, A few  days  before  our  examination  into  this  case,  a writing  was  found,  of 
which  General  Jenkinson  had  not  before  been  aware,  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the 
last  sheet  of  the  draft  of  Mrs.  Jenkinson’s  will,  remaining  in  the  office  late  of 
Mr.  Richard  Wyatt,  of  Stratford,  who  was  her  solicitor,  and  by  whom  the  draft 
had  been  prepared.  This  writing,  in  which  there  are  several  erasures  and 
interlineations,  is  in  the  following  words  : — 

Directions  for  my  executor,  concerning  the  disposal  and  application  of  the 
five- hundred  pounds  bequeathed  by  my  will,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
Alveston,  in  the  county  of  Warwick. 

, “ It, is  my  desire,  that  the  money  be  laid  out  in  erecting  cottages  for  the 

labouring  poor  of  that  parish  to  reside  in,  rent-free,  if  land  within  the  parish 
already  in  mortmain,  can  be  procured  for  the  purpose.  The  houses  to  be  built 
,on  such  plan,  as  my  executor,  and  the  person  who  shall  be  in  possession 
of  m.y  estate  at  Alveston,  (if  of  the  age  of  21  years,  and  if  not,  then  as  my 
executor  alone),  shall  fix  upon.  As  these  houses  are  intended  to  be  dedicated 
jto  the  use  of  the  said  parish,  for  ever,  it  is  my  desire,  when  they  are  completed, 
that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
vicar  of  the  said  parish,  if  resident  therein,  be  advised  with,  and  a proper  plan 
.formed  under  such  restrictions  and  conditions  as  shall  appear  expedient,  which 
shall  be  kept  among  the  records  of  the  parish,  to  regulate  the  occupation  of  the 
houses,  reserving  always  to  the  owner  for  the  time  being  of  my  estate  at 
Alveston,  a right,  on  any  vacancy,  to  nominate  to  the  tenancy  of  the  houses 
such  poor  families  as  he  may  think  proper. — A.  /.  5th  January  1810.’’ 
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Alvestou.-  The  whole  of  this  paper,  including  the  signature,  is  in  the  hand-writing  of 

: , Mr.  Richard  Wyatt,  and  in  the  margin,  is  the  following  note,  in  a different  ink, 

but  in  the  same  hand- writing ; “not  signed,  I believe,  by  Mrs.  Jenkinson.” 
^ The  date,  it  will  be  observed,  is  two  days  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  will. 

If,  under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  this  writing  may  be  presumed  to 
have  been  drawn  up  by  Mrs.  Jenkinson’s  solicitor,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
- from  her,  it  might  perhaps  be  considered  as  a valid  declaration  of  her  intention 

as  to  the  nature  of  the  charity  which  she  proposed  to  establish.  It  does  not, 
however,  appear  to  us  that  this  would  throw  any  additional  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  an  immediate  application  of  this  fund.  The  paper  only  indicates  a wish  to 
apply  the  money  in  buildings,  provided  the  means  should  exist  of  so  doing, 
without  violating  the  statute  of  mortmain.  If  such  means  should  not  be  found, 
it  appears  to  leave  the  discretion  given  to  the  executor  and  trustee,  of  applying 
the  money  to  such  purposes  of  charity  as  might  be  consistent  with  law,  as  much 
unshackled  as  it  was  by  the  will. 

The  residuary  legatee  is  at  present  little  more  than  18  years  of  age,  and 
General  Jenkinson,  though  very  desirous  to  apply  the  fund  immediately  to 
some  purpose  of  charity,  which  might  be  beneficial  to  the  parish,  feels  himself 
bound  in  prudence  to  adhere  to  the  advice  he  has  received,  unless  authorized 
to  depart  from  it  by  a competent  jurisdiction. 


The  Grammar 
School  at 
Hampton  Lucy. 


The  Grammar  School  at  Hampton  Lucy. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  grammar  school 
founded  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hill,  at  Hampton  Lucy,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  seen  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  that  parish. 


PARISH  OF  ARROW. 

HAMLET  OF  OVERSLEY. 

Layton’s  Charity. 

Oversley.  In  the  year  181 1,  William  Layton  bequeathed,  by  will,  to  the  poor  of  the 

hamlet  of  Oversley,  the  sum  of  100  /.,  to  be  distributed  among  them,  at  the 

Layton  s Chanty,  discretion  of  his  executors. 

The  executors  have  conceived  it  to  have  been  Mr.  Layton’s  intention,  that 
the  interest  only  of  this  money,  and  not  the  principal,  should  be  distributed 
among  the  poor.  They  have  accordingly  so  distributed  the  interest,  annually, 
on  St.  Thomas’s-day  ; and  the  surviving  executor  now  proposes  to  invest  the 
100/.  which  at  present  remains  in  his  hands,  in  government  or  other  good 
security,  for  the  permanent  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  hamlet.  f 

The  limited  population  of  the  hamlet  of  Oversley,  which  does  not  amount  to  if  I I 
200  persons,  affords  ground  for  the  interpretation  given  by  the  executors  to 
Mr.  Layton’s  will.  At  all  events,  the  course  they  have  pursued  appears  to  be 
no  unreasonable  exercise  of  the  discretion  given  to  them  by  the  testator. 


PARISH  OF  BEAUDESERT. 

Charities  of  Mary  Weale,  Ann  Cowper,  and  Joseph  Morteloys. 


Beaudesert. 


Charities  of 
Mary  Weale, 
Ann  Cowper,  and 
Joseph  Morteboys. 


By  indenture,  dated  the  25th  February  1739j  between  Mary  Randoll,  of  the 
one  part,  and  Richard  lago,  clerk,  rector  of  the  parish  of  Beaudesert,  and  seven 
others,  of  the  other  part ; after  reciting,  that  Mary  Weak,  theretofore  of  the 
parish  of  Beaudesert,  widow,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  the  8th  October  1680, 
gave  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  15/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly 
to  the  said  poor,  on  every  St.  Thomas’s-day  ; and  further  reciting,  that  Ann 
Cowper,  late  of  the  said  parish  of  Beaudesert,  widow,  who  was  mother  and 
executrix  to  the  said  Mary  Weale,  by  her  last  will,  bearing  date  8th  March 
.1685,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Beaudesert,  the  interest  of  51,,  to 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  said  poor,  on  every  Good  Friday,  and  made  her  son-in- 
law,  Joseph  Morteboys,  of  the  said  parish,  executor  of  her  will,  by  means 
whereof  both  the  above-mentioned  sums  were  left  in  his  hands  ; and  further 
reciting,  that  the  said  Joseph  Moi'teboys,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  the  2d 
February  1727>  gave  to  the  poor  of  Beaudesert,  the  interest  of  10  /.,  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  said  poor,  on  Good  Friday,  and  nominated  the  said  Mary  Randoll, 

sole 
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sole  executrix  of  his  said  will ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Mary  Randoll,  in 
Consideration  of  the  said  several  sums  of  money,  amounting  together  to  30  L 
granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity,  or 
rent-charge  of  30  5.,  clear  of  all  deductions,  to  be  issuing  out  of  four  pieces  of 
arable  and  pasture  land,  and  meadow  ground,  called  Lodge  Close,  Holmes 
Close,  or  Hill  Goosetree  Meadow,  and  Whateley’s  Meadow,  all  adjoining  and 
lying  within  the  parish  of  Beaudesert,  payable  on  1st  March  and  1st  December, 
by  equal  portions,  upon  trust,  immediately  after  the  same  should  be  received, 
to  pay  the  said  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  30  5.  into  the  hands  of  the  minister 
and  churchwarden,  or  churchwardens,  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  by  them  yearly  distributed  to  the  poor  people  inhabiting  within  the  same 
parish,  upon  every  Good  Friday,  and  St.  Thomas’s-day,  by  equal  portions. 

This  annuity  is  received  in  half  yearly  payments  of  155.  each,  from  Mr.  James 
Gruby,  of  Wootton,  the  owner  of  the  parcels  of  land  cliarged  with  the  payment, 
which  consist  of  four  fields,  two  arable  and  two  meadow.  The  money  is  given 
away  in  the  church,  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s  day,  in  conjunction  with 
Reeves’s  money,  mentioned  below ; a list  is  made  out  previously,  of  the  poor 
parishioners,  and  the  money  is  divided  among  them  according  to  the  number 
in  the  several  families  ; some  have  as  much  as  55. 

Mary  Grimshaw’s  Charity.  ‘ - 

It  is  stated  in  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  1786,  that  Mary  Grimshaw 
gave  by  will,  dated  the  12th  June  1762,  a rent-charge  of  105.,  to  be  laid  out 
in  a gown  for  a poor  woman  of  this  parish,  yearly,  vested  at  the  date  of  those 
returns,  in  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

We  do  not  find  that  this  payment  has  been  made  for  many  years  past.  Some 
information  was  given  from  the  communications  of  a very  old  parishioner,  of  an 
express  refusal  to  pay  it,  by  a former  proprietor  of  the  land  supposed  to  have 
been  charged,  and  which  is  a small  farm  in  the  parish  of  Beaudesert.  If,  as 
stated  in  the  returns,  the  gift  was  by  will,  in  the  year  I762,  it  is  probable  that 
the  payment  may  have  been  withheld  on  the  ground  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
gift  under  the  statute  of  mortmain. 

Charity  op  Elizabeth  Reeve,  and  Richard  Reeve. 

, Elizabeth  Reeve,  by  will,  dated  7th  December  1770,  bequeathed  to  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Beaudesert,  the  yearly  sum  of  I65.  for  ever,  to  be  paid  them 
by  her  executor,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  on 
St.  Thomas’s  day. 

The  165.  w’as  regularly  paid  by  M.r.' Richard  Reeve,  of  Beaudesert,  the 
executor,  together  with  1/.  of  his  own.  Upon  his  decease,  he,  by  his  will,  proved 
at  Doctors  Commons,  in  1811,  left  to  Joseph  Gallard  and  Thomas  Tidmas,  and 
the  officiating  clergyman  and  churchwardens,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  parish 
of  Beaudesert,  501.,  which  was  to  include  the  gift  of  Elizabeth  Reeye,  upon 
trust,  to  place  the  same  on  proper  security,  and  pay  the  interest  among  the 
poor  of  the  said  parish  annually,,  on  Christmas  day.  The  legacy  remains  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Tidmas,  of  Warwick,  one  of  the  trustees,  from  whom  is 
regularly  received  50  5.  a year,  as  the  interest  of  the  money.  The  sum  thus 
received  is  given  away  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  together  with  the  I65.  before, 
mentioned. 


Beaudesert. 


, Charities  of  . 
Mary  Weale, 
and  others, 
continued. 
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Mary  Grimshaw’s 
Charity. 


Charity  of 
Elizabeth  Reeve, 
and  Richard  Reeve. 


PARISH  OF  COUGHTON. 

Dewes’s  Charity. 

William  Devoes,  esquire,  by  his  will,  dated  1st  June  1715,  bequeathed  to  the  Coughton. 

town  of  Great  Coughton,  the  sum  of  50/.,  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  

overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town,  and  to  be  with  the  privity  and  consent  Dewcs's  Charity, 
of  his  nephew  Dewes,  and  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,- 
set  out  upon  good  security,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  by  the  church- 
warden and  overseer,  for  the  time  being,  for  providing  of  one  dozen  of  penny 
wheaten  bread  weekly,  to  be  by  them  distributed  every  Sunday,  in  the  parish- 
church  of  the  said  town,  to  such  poor  thereof  as  should  duly'  resort  thither  to 
hear  divine  service. 

By  indenture,  dated  5th  January  17I8,  Court  Dewes,  esquire,  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  50/.,  so  bequeathed  by  William  Dewes,  and  paid  to  him  the  said 
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Coughton,  Court  Dewes,  conveyed  to  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  and  five  others,  their  heirs 

77^  . and  assigns,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  2/.  105.,  to  be  issuing  out  of 

3,  messuage  and  lands  therein  particularly  described,  situate  in  Long  Marston 

alias  Marston  Sicca,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  said 

rent-charge  of  2/.  105.  to  the  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Great 
Coughton,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  therewith  buy  and  bring  into  the 
parish  church,  every  week,  on  the  Sunday,  in  the  morning,  one  dozen  of  white 
penny  wheaten  bread,  and  dispose  thereof  to  such  poor  who  should  duly  resort 
thither  to  hear  divine  service  and  preaching,  with  power  to  send  some  of  the 
bread  home  to  such  of  the  poor  as  usually  attend,  but  should  be  prevented  by 
sickness  from  so  doing. 

This  rent-charge  of  2/.  IO5.,  is  paid  by  Mr.  Fincher,  the  occupier  of  a farm 
in  Long  Marston.  He  pays  it  to  a baker,  in  Alcester,  who  sends  in  respect  of 
this,  and  other  charities,  65.  worth  of  bread,  in  36  twopenny  loaves,  every  other 
Sunday,  to  Coughton  church.  These  are  given  away  to  poor  persons  of 
Coughton,  appointed  by  the  churchwardens,  of  whom  a permanent  list  is  kept, 
and  the  charity  is  continued  to  them  while  they  live.  They  receive  the  bread 
at  the  church,  unless  prevented  from  attending  by  sickness.  If  they  are  absent 
from  any  other  cause,  their  portions  are  given  to  other  poor  people  wire  happen 
to  be  at  church. 

- . • - Dorman  Curry’s  Charity.  • •' 

Dorman  Curry’s  Dorman  Curry,  by  his  will,  dated  23d  August  I688,  bequeathed  a sum  of 
Charity.  20/.,  to  remain  as  a stock  for  ever,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Great 
Coughton,  and  directed,  that  his  executors  should  set  forth  the  same  at  easy 
interest,  such  interest  to  be  employed  from  time  to  time,  in  setting  boys 
apprentice ; and  he  further  directed,  that  when  either  of  his  executors  should 
die,  the  survivors  should  make  choice  of  one  or  more  trustees,  and  so  from  time 
to  time,  whenever  there  should  be  but  two  remaining. 

At  the  time  of  making  the  returns  to  Parliament,  under  Gilbert’s  Act, 
26  Geo.  3,  this  money  was  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Wilks,  of 
Coughton,  then  steward  to  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  till  the  parish  could  find 
some  proper  security  upon  which  to  place  it. 

Mr.  Wilks  died  above  20  years  ago,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
satisfactorily  what  became  of  the  money.  It  has  been  supposed  that  it  went  to 
purchase  part  of  a piece  of  land,  in  Alcester,  called  No  Man’s  Close,  as  to 
which,  see  the  next  case  of  Smith’s  charity. 

Smith’s  Charity. 

Smith’s  Charity.  Jn  a paper  produced  from  the  parish  chest,  purporting  to  be  a draft  or  copy 
of  the  return  made  to  Parliament,  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cham- 
bers, the  then  vicar,  there  is  stated  a gift,  by  the  will  of  John  Smith,  in  I768,  of 
100/. ; one  shilling  (of  the  interest)  to  be  laid  out  every  Sunday,  in  bread,  the 
remainder  to  be  disposed  of  among  the  poor,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwarden. 

This  100/.  was  placed,  by  the  late  Mr.  Wilks,  on  the  behalf  of  the  parish, 
upon  the  security  of  the  tolls  of  the  Birmingham  turnpike  road.  It  was 
afterwards  in  contemplation  of  the  parishioners,  to  apply  this  money  in  the 
purchase  of  the  remaining  part  of  a piece  of  land,  called  No  Man's  Close, 
adjoining  the  school,  in  Alcester,  a portion  of  which  already  belonged  to  the 
parish  of  Coughton.  How  the  parish  became  possessed  of  that  portion  does  not 
clearly  appear ; but  it  seems  to  have  been  acquired  by  purchase,  to  which,  as  we 
have  before  observed,  the  legacy  of  20/.,  given  by  Dorman  Curry,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  applied,  and  the  conveyance  was  stated  to  us,  by  the  late  vicar,  to 
have  been  seen  by  him  in  the  parish  chest ; it  is  not  now  there. 

The  terms  of  the  purchase  of  the  remaining  part,  were  agreed  upon  with 
Gregory  Watkins  the  owner,  and  the  parish  were  put  in  possession  ; but  Watkins 
being  unable  to  make  a satisfactory  title,  the  purchase  was  not  regularly  corn- 
pleated.  The  parish,  however,  have  continued  in  possession  of  the  land,  and  in 
the  receipt  of  the  whole  rent,  and  the  interest  of  the  100/.  remaining  on  the 
turnpike  security,  was  for  some  years  paid  by  Mr.  Wilks  to  Watkins.  Both 
Wilks  and  Watkins  have  been  dead  for  some  years,  and  we  find,  that  once  since 
Wilks’s  death,  a year’s  interest,  being  5/.,  was  received  by. Mr.  Richard  Morgan, 
the  present  agent  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  and  that  4/.  125.  of  it  was  paid 
by  him  to  Messrs.  Allen  and  Son,  of  Kidderminster,  who  claimed  the  same  on 

" behalf 
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behalf  of  a Mr.  Lea,  as  interest  on  92/.,  part  of  the'  sum  invested  in  virtue  of  Coughton. 
a bequest  by  Watkins  to  Mr.  Lea’s  father. 

. The  turnpike  security  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Rawbone,  the 
present  vicar  of  Coughton  ; but  no  interest  has  been  received  upon  it  since  the  ^ 

above  receipt  by  Mr.  Morgan,  nor  do  we  learn,  that  any  further  claim  or  appli- 
cation has  been  made  in  respect  of  it. 

The  land  is  about  three  quarters  of  an  acre  in  size,  and  is  let  to  Mr.  William 
Harman,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6 /.  He  cultivates 
it  as  garden  ground.  It  had  been  let  for  7/*  105.  ; but  the  tenant  objected  to 
keep  it  at  that  rent,  and  it  was  thought  reasonable  to  lower  it  to  its  present 
amount,  which  appears  to  be  a fair  one. 

Part  of  this  rent  is  applied  in  paying,  together  with  Dewes’s  rent-charge,  for 
the  36  loaves,  distributed  every  fortnight.  The  surplus  is  given  away  also  in 
bread,  consisting  of  sixpenny  and  threepenny  loaves,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
of  which  distribution  all  the  poor  parishioners  partake,  as  well  those  upon  the 
weekly  list  as  others. 

The  Throgmorton  Almshouses. 

In  the  will  of  Sir  Robert  Throgmorton,  knight,  dated  the  1st  May  1518,  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  the  9th  November  1520,  is  the 
following  clause  : — 

“ Also,  I will,  that  the  land  I have  purchased  of  Willies,  4 li.  by  Brymynghih, 
which  Henry  Squyer  now  occupyeth,  and  all  the  land  I have  purchased  of 
Burman,  of  Alston,  Sli.  6s.  8d.,  and  the  land  I bought  of  Thomas  Thomason, 
and  all  myne  own  lands  in  Stretford-upon- Haven,  53s.  4>d.,  and  all  the  land 
I bought  of  John  Shawe,  of  Alcester,  405.  ; all  which  lands  be  now  at  this  day 
to  the  yerely  value  of  16//. ; which  lands  I will  be  put  in  feoffament  by  advise  of 
lerned  councell,  to  the  use  as  hereafter  followthe,  that  is  to  say ; to  chiise  a 
prest  to  syng  perpetually  in  the  north  isle,  at  Coughton,  for  my  soul  and  myne 
ancestours,  for  ever,  which  I wold  have  called  the  Trenite  Chapel,  and  the  prest 
called  the  Trenite  Prest,  which  prest  I will  shall  keep  a schole  and  teche  gram- 
mar frely  to  all  my  tennts  children,  and  to  have  yerely  therefore  8//.  and  his 
chamber  ; and  the  reside  we  of  the  said  16//.  to  be  paid  mounthly  to  fyve  poor 
men,  dwelling  in  the  almshouse  at  Coughton,  every  of  them  to  have  d.  a,  week, 
and  his  house-rome,  for  ever;  which  money  amounteth  yerely  to  7//-  3d., 

and  the  85.  'hd.  that  is,  the  residewe  of  the  said  I6//.,  I will  it  go  to  the  repara- 
tion of  the  said  almshouse  : I will,  that  my  son  and  heir  apoynte  some  honest 
man  to  receive  the  said  money,  and  pay  it  monethly  to  the  said  almsmen,  and 
quarterly  to  the  said  priest,  and  se  them  well  ordred,  and  no  evil  ruele  kepte 
among  them.” 

“ Also,  I will  my  son  and  myne  heir,  or  whosoever  shall  be  myne  heir  hereafter, 
to  give  this  service  to  the  said  prest  suyngly,  for  ever,  and  to  take  the  said 
poor  men  of  his  own  election  into  the  said  almshouses,  of  such  as  be  nedy,  and 
specially  of  those  that  have  been  and  be  my  tenants  or  servying-men,  as  he  shall 
See  them  nedy  and  poor.” 

‘ The  documents  at  Coughton  Hall  have  been  searched,  but  no  deed  of  feoffment, 
or  any  other  instruments,  have  been  found  relative  to  this  charity ; and  we  are 
informed  by  the  agent  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  the  present  owner  of  the 
family  estates,  that  he  is  not  aware  of  any  property  belonging  to  them,  which 
.answers  the  description  of  the  lands  enumerated  in  the  above  will. 

^ There  are  in  the  parish  five  almshouses,  which  were  built  by  the  late  Sir 
Jlobert  Throckmorton,  in  lieu  of  others  erected  by  some  former  member  bf  the 
family,  and  which  had  fallen  down.  They  are  inhabited  by  five  poor  persons, 
appointed  by  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  or  his  agent,  and  who  receive  from  the 
agent  an  annual  sum  of  4/.,  each,  by  quarterly  payments.  But  this  has  always 
been  considered  as  a private  charity,  belonging  to  and  entirely  under  the 
management  of  the  Throckmorton  family. 

; There  is  no  school  now  kept  in  Alcester,  of  which  the  origin  can  be  traced 
to  the  foregoing  devise. 

^ Wheeler’s  Charity. 

I William  Wheeler,  by  deed-poll,  dated  the  4th  June,  26th  Henry  8th,  remised,  Wheeler’s  Charity, 
released  and  quitted  claim  unto  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  knight,  Robert 
Throckmorton,  esquire,  Richard  Parsons,  William  Reeve,  Thomas  Walton, 

Richard  Wheeler,  the  elder,  John  Parsons,  John  Hayward  and  John  Mason, 
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Coughtoii.  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  his  right,  title,  estate,  possession  and  interest  of,  in 
TT;  . and  to  one  messuage,  one  croft  of  land,  lying  in  Coughton,  over-against  the 

tVheeler^s  ^ Nether  Mill,  in  breadth,  between  the  land  then  of  the  said  Sir  George  Throck- 

/ inorton,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  land  then  of  one  William  Kytley,  on  the  other 

part ; and  of,  in  and  to,  seven  selions  of  land,  in  the  Nether  Field  ; four  selions 
of  land,  lying  in  the  Overfield  ; four  selions  and  five  butts,  in  the  Middle  Field, 
and  five  selions  of  land  in  the  Steep-hill  Field ; and  half  an  acre  of  meadow, 
lying  in  the  Little  Meadow;  and  one  rood  of  meadow,  lying  in  the  Swathes; 
and  two  acres  of  meadow,  lying  in  the  Cock  Marsh  ; and  two  roods  of  meadow, 
lying  in  the  Half  Acres  ; and  of  and  in,  and  to,  all  other  the  lands  and  tenements 
of  him  the  said  William  Wheeler,  lying  and  being  in  the  town,  fields  and  pre- 
cincts of  Coughton  ; to  hold  to  the  said  Sir  George,  and  other  the  re-lessees 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever ; to  the  intent  and  purpose,  that  the  issues  and 
profits  of  the  premises  coming  from  time  to  time,  should  be  received  and 
gathered  by  the  said  Sir  George,  and  the  other  re-lessees,  or  their  assigns,  for 
and  towards  the  payment  and  discharging,  from  time  to  time,  of  all  and  singular 
the  taxes,  tallages,  subsidies  or  other  charges  whatsoever,  happening,  or  which  in 
time  to  come  might  happen,  to  the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish  of  Coughton. 

In  two  subsequent  trust-deeds,  respectively  dated  the  10th  December  1684, 
and  the  13th  July  1721,  the  premises  are  conveyed,  upon  trusts  similar  to  those 
declared  in  the  above  deed-poll ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  eight  or 
more  of  the  said  trustees  should  die,  the  surviving  trustees  should  convey  the 
premises  to  such  and  so  many  other  persons  of  credit  and  ability  and  estate, 
then  living  within  the  several  towns,  parishes  or  precincts  of  Coughton  and 
Samborne,  or  any  of  them,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of  the 
feoffors  or  grantors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  subject  to  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

The  trustees,  to  whom  the  premises  were  conveyed  by  the  last  of  these  deeds, 
were  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  baronet,  George  Walsingham,  William  Dewes, 
Samuel  Cresser,  Thomas  Taylor,  Thomas  Fincher,  Robert  Morgan,  William 
Fades,  John  Moore,  clerk,  John  Reeve,  Richard  Eyres,  John  Bird  and  John 
Chillingworth. 

Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  one  of  the  trustees  in  this  trust  deed,  afterwards, 
by  his  deed,  bearing  date  the  23d  July  1745,  resigned  and  set  over  his  said 
trust  to  his  then  surviving  co-trustees,  viz.  Richard  Eyres,  Robert  Morgan, 
John  Chillingworth  and  John  Bird  ; and  by  indenture  of  demise,  dated  the 
same  23d  July  1745,  the  said  Richard  Eyres,  Robert  Morgan,  John  Chilling- 
worth and  John  Bird,  demised  to  the  said  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  and 
George  Throckmorton,  his  only  son  and  heir  apparent,  their  executors,  &c., 
all  the  messuage  or  tenement,  croft,  closes,  meadovv  ground  and  land,  in 
Coughton  aforesaid,  called  or  knowm  by  the  name  or  description  of  the  church’ 
land  or  parish  land  of  Coughton  aforesaid,  and  particularly  mentioned  in  a cer-^ 
tain  'decree,  made  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  Michaelmas  term,  in  the 
sixth  year  of  king  Charles  the  First,  in  a cause  between  Robert  Throckmorton, 
esquire,  and  others,  plaintiffs,  and  William  Skynner  and  others,  defendants, 
then  called  or  known  by  the  names  and  descriptions,  of  the  house,  barn,  stable 
and  close,  adjoining  the  King  Close;  the  close  and  meadow  adjoining  to  the 
river,  near  Cockamore,  Kinwarton  Close,  Pen  Close  ; the  fifteen  lands,  butts 
or  sellions  of  land,  in  Sladefield  ; the  eight  lands,  butts  or  sellions  of  land,  in 
Lower  Field  ; the  eight  lands,  butts  or  sellions  of  land,  in  Non-hill  Field  ; the 
thirteen  lands,  headlands,  butts  or  sellions  of  land,  in  Windmill  Hill  Field  ; the 
two  acres  of  meadow  land,  in  Cockmarsh  ; the  Three  Cows  Commons,  in  the 
pasture;  all  which  premises  were  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the  parish  of 
Coughton  aforesaid,  containing  in  the  whole  about  30  acres,  be  the  same  more 
or  less ; and  also,  all  other  the  lands  and  tenements  whatsoever,  in  the  town 
and  common  fields  of  Coughton  aforesaid,  which  the  said  Richard  Eyres,  &c. 
were  feoffees  of  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  and  poor  there,  with  their 
appurtenances ; to  hold  the  said  premises  from  the  25th  of  March  then  next 
ensuing,  for  the  term  of  4,000  years,  paying  therefore  yearly  to  the  said 
Richard  Eyres,  &c.,  and  the  succeeding  feoffees  of  the  said  premises  for  the 
time  being,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish 
church  of  Coughton  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  for  the  benefit  of  the  repara- 
tion of  the  said  church,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  and 
other  the  charitable  uses  in  the  said  decree  mentioned,  the  yearly  rent  or  sum 
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of  10/.  a year,  by  equal  half-yearly  payments,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day, 
(having  as  usual  an  allowance  thereout  for  land-tax,  in  respect  of  the  said 
premises.) 

By  indenture,  of  even  date  with  the  above  abstracted  indenture  of  demise, 
and  reciting  the  same.  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  and  George  Throckmorton, 
for  securing  the  payment  of  the  said  reserved  rent  of  10/.,  granted  to  the  said 
Richard  Eyres,  &c.  a meadow,  called  Pearfoot  Meadow,  in  Coughton,  contain- 
ing by  measure  twelve  acres  and  three-quarters  of  an  acre,  then  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  Sir  Robert ; and  also,  all  those  closes  or  grounds,  called  the  Dry 
Grounds,  in  Coughton  aforesaid,  containing  32  acres,  or  thereabouts,  then  in 
the  possession  of  the  said  Robert  Morgan  ; to  hold  the  same  for  the  like  term 
of  4,000  years,  at  the  rent  of  a pepper-corn,  with  a proviso,  that  if  the  said  rent 
of  10/.  should  be  duly  paid  during  the  said  term,  the  . said  last-mentioned 
indenture  should  be  void. 

Upon  examining  the  decree  referred  to  in  the  above  indenture  of  demise,  it 
appears  to  have  been  made  8th  November,  6th  Charles  1st,  in  a cause  wherein 
Robert  Throckmorton,  knight,  and  others,  were  plaintiffs,  and  John  Hunt, 
Eleanor  Hunt,  William  Skynner,  knight,  John  Bridges,  senior,  and  John 
Bridges,  junior,  were  defendants  ; and  to  have  stated,  that  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments, in  Coughton,  in  question  therein,  were  theretofore  conveyed  to  certain 
feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  issues  and  profits  towards  the 
payment  of  tasks,  subsidies,  and  other  charges,  chargeable  upon  the  parishioners 
of  Coughton,  and  that  the  profits  of  the  said  premises  were  for  very  many  years 
together  received  and  employed  accordingly  by  the  churchwardens  there,  and 
the  other  parishioners ; but  that  certain  persons  therein  named  having  had 
long  possession  of  the  premises,  did  at  the  last  claim  the  same  to  be  their  own 
inheritance,  and  thereupon  took  upon  them  to  convey  the  same  to  one  Henry 
Hunt,  and  his  heirs,  who  afterwards  conveyed  the  same  premises  to  the  de- 
fendants, or  some  of  them,  and  their  heirs  ; and  it  was  therefore  decreed,  that 
if  the  defendants  should  not  in  a week  show  cause  to  the  contrary,  then  the 
plaintiffs  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  should  for  ever 
hold  and  enjoy  the  said  lands,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  charitable  uses,  against 
the  said  defendants  ; on  20th  November,  6th  Charles  1st,  the  court  confirmed 
the  former  decree ; but  whereas  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  lands,  thereby 
decreed,  were  by  the  conveyances  made  to  certain  feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  in 
trust,  to  be  employed  towards  the  payment  and  discharge  of  tasks,  subsidies, 
and  other  charges,  chargeable  upon  the  said  parishioners  of  Coughton,  the 
court  declared,  that  the  said  rents  and  profits  should  not  be  employed  to  tasks 
and  subsidies,  whereby  the  rich  may  be  eased  in  their  payment,  but  that  the 
same  should  go  and  be  employed  towards  the  reparations  of  the  parish  church 
of  Coughton,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  such  like  charitable  uses,  whereby 
the  poor  of  the  said  parish  might  be  eased  or  aided,  and  the  court  decreed 
•accordingly. 

The  deeds  above-mentioned  were  all  produced  to  us,  except  that  by  which  Sir 
Robert  Thockmorton  made  over  his  trust  in  1745.  This  fact  is  learned  from 
the  recitals  of  a subsequent  trust  deed,  apparently  the  last  that  has  been  made 
of  this  property.  By  this  indenture,  which  bears  date  the  21st  April  1767>  and 
is  made  between  John  Bird  and  John  Chellingworth,  of  the  first  part;  Thomas 
Perkins,  of  Sambo>’ne,  gentleman,  John  Wilks,  junior,  of  Over  Sley,  yeoman, 
Thomas  Handy,  of  Studley,  tanner,  James  Moore,  junior,  of  Coughton,  chand- 
ler, George  Bird,  son  of  the  said  John  Bird,  yeoman,  John  Morgan,  of 
Coughton,  yeoman,  Benjamin  Perkes,  of  Samborne,  yeoman,  John  Eames,  of 
Newlands,  in  the  parish  of  Great  Malvern,  yeoman,  Stephen  Morgan,  of 
Coughton,  yeoman,  Thomas  Hill,  of  Samborne,  yeoman,  Joseph  Pearman,  of 
Coughton,  yeoman,  Thomas  Eades,  of  London,  butcher,  William  Walsingham, 
of  Coughton,  carpenter,  of  the  second  part ; and  John  Wilks,  senior,  and 
James  Moore,  of  the  third  part ; after  reciting  the  deed-poll  of  William 
Wheeler,  and  the  several  other  deeds  before  referred  to  and  abstracted  ; it 
was  witnessed,  that  they,  the  said  John  Chellingworth  and  John  Bird,  did 
thereby  grant,  enfeoff  and  confirm  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  all  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  croft  of  land, 
and  premises,  (granted  by  William  Wheeler,)  and  also  the  said  conditional 
lease  of  the  said  Pearfoot  meadow  and  premises,  (granted  by  Sir  Robert 
Throckmorton  and  George  Throckmorton,)  to  the  only  use  of  them,  their  heirs 
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and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  in  the  said  recited  deed-poll  of  the  said 
William  Wheeler. 

These  lands,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Church  or  Poor  Land,  are  at  present 
in  the  occupation  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  or  his  under-tenants  ; the 
situation  of  the  whole  is  well  known,  and  the  land  is  stated  to  be  wortii  205.  an 
acre  at  least. 

The  sum  of  8/.  45.  is  annually  received  in  respect  of  the  rent  reserved  upon 
the  lease,  1/.  16  5.  being  withheld  for  land-tax.  The  sum  received  is  carried 
to  the  church  account,  and  applied  to  the  repairs  and  other  uses  of  the  church. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  decree  of  the  6th  Charles  I.  from  which  any  authority 
to  the  trustees  to  grant  the  lease  for  4,000  years  can  be  inferred.  Such  a dispo- 
sition of  the  trust  property  appears  to  us  to  have  been  a manifest  excess  of  their 
power,  and  we  think  that  its  validity  is  a fit  subject  for  the  consideration  of 
a court  of  equity. 

HAMLET  OF  SAMBORNE. 

Charities  of  Robert  Haynes  and  others. 

Upon  a benefaction  table  in  the  church  of  Coughton,  is  the  following 
statement  of  benefactions  to  the  poor  of  Samborne,  a hamlet  in  that  parish  : — 

“ Robert  Haynes,  of  Samborne,  by  his  will  nuncupative,  dated  I’ebruary  21st, 
1710,  gave  twenty  pounds,  to  the  intent,  that  the  interest  thereof  should  be 
applied  to  set  poor  children  of  Samborne  apprentices. 

“ Joyce  Whoman,  of  Great  Alne,  gave  405.,  to  the  intent,  that  the  interest 
thereof  should  yearly,  on  Good  Friday,  be  given  to  seven  poor  widows  of 
Samborne,  at  the  parish  church  of  Coughton,  according  to  the  discretion  of  tlie 
churchwardens  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Samborne. 

“ William  Hemming,  of  Samborne,  gave  4/.  to  the  intent,  that  four  widows  of 
Samborne  should  have  one  shilling  each  on  every  Good  Friday,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  vicar  of  Coughton,  and  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  Samborne. 

“ Mrs.  Anne  Ganton,  of  Worcester,  gave  100/.  towards  the  relief  of  her  niece, 
Bridget  Featherstone,  during  her  life,  who  dying  soon  after,  the  said  100/., 
together  with  Haynes’s  and  Whoman’s  and  Hemmings’s  money,  purchased  an 
estate  in  Samborne,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Samborne  for  ever,  and  for  the 
uses  and  intents,  as  above  mentioned,  the  interest  distributed  at  the  discretion  of 
the  six  trustees  therein  named  ; and  if  either  two  of  the  trustees  shall  happen  to 
die,  then  it  is  agreed,  that  the  other  four  shall  choose  two  other  proper  persons 
in  Samborne  in  their  stead.” 

By  indenture,  made  9th  August  1731,  between  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton, 
baronet,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Samborne,  of  the  one  part ; and  Thoma.s 
Holyoake,  John  Grimbalston,  William  Eades,  John  Bird,  Thomas  Bolton,  and  6 
Thomas  Batten,  inhabitants  and  paymasters  to  the  poor  of  Samborne  aforesaid, 
and  trustees  of  the  charity  money  given  for  the  said  poor  there,  of  the  other  part; 
reciting,  that  at  a court  baron  held  that  day  for  the  said  manor  of  Samborne, 
Thomas  Tolly  had  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  lord,  all  that  customary 
messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Samborne  aforesaid,  then  in  the  possession 
of  Thomas  Bolton,  together  with  all  buildings,  &c.  thereto  belonging,  and 
a close,  then  in  two  parts  divided,  to  the  said  messuage  near  adjoining  and 
appertaining  ; and  also  an  acre  of  meadow,  lying  in  a certain  meadow,  called 
• Broad  Meadow,  alias  Broad  Marsh,  with  all  trees,  &c.  to  the  said  messuage  or 
tenement  belonging,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Holyoake,  &c.  and  theirs 
for  ever,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  manor  ; nevertheless,  in  trust  for 
the  poor  of  Samborne  aforesaid,  for  ever ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said 
John  Grimbalston  did,  some  time  before  the  said  court  was  held,  as  agent  for 
the  said  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  contract  with  the  said  Thomas  Tolly  for  the 
absolute  purchase  of  the  said  premises,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Sir  Robert 
Throckmorton,  and  his  heirs  ; and  further  reciting,  that  there  being  120/.  or 
thereabouts,  in  the  said  trustees  hands,  which  was  then  lately  given  to  be  laid 
out  in  lands  or  tenements,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  some  of  them,  should  think  fit, 
to  remain  as  a stock  for  ever,  that  the  poor  of  Samborne,  for  the  time  being, 
might  have  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof,  therefore  the  said  trustees  had 
requested  the  said  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  to  relinquish  the  said  purchase, 
and  to  let  the  said  trustees  become  purchasers  of  the  said  premises  with  the  said 
trust  money,  to  which  request  the  said  Sir  Robert  had  consented,  upon  their 

agreeing 
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agreeing-  to  give  their  consent,  when  required,  to  the  inclosure  of  Samborne 
Heath,  in  the  said  manor,  and  to  let  the  said  Sir  Robert,  and  his  heirs,  have  all 
the  share  of  allotment  that  should  be  allotted  for  the  said  copyhold  premises  by 
the  commissioners  for  such  inclosure ; and  that  then  the  above  surrender  was 
made  to  them  as  above  recited  ; It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Thomas  Holyoake 
and  others,  not  only  acknowledged  the  above  recited  agreement  to  be  true,  but 
also  declared,  that  the  said  copyhold  premises  should  remain  in  trust  for  the  poor 
of  Samborne  for  the  time  being,  that  they  might  have  the  yearly  rents  and  profits 
thereof,  and  in  trust,  that  the  said  Sir  Robert  and  his  heirs  might  hold  and  enjoy, 
exempt  from  the  said  trust,  all  such  part  of  the  said  common  as  on  the  inclosure 
thereof  should  be  allotted  in  respect  of  the  said  copyhold  premises  ; and  they 
further  declared,  that  the  said  premises  were  purchased  by  them,  by  and  with 
the  said  120/.  which  was  given  for  the  use  of  the  poor  ; and  it  was  agreed,  that 
there  should  be  paid  for  chief  rent,  and  in  lieu  of  heriot  service,  the  sum  of  6 s. 
for  ever  ; and  the  said  Thomas  Holyoake  and  others  further  declared,  that  they 
would  pay  or  allow  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  copyhold  estate  to  and  for  the 
poor  of  Samborne  aforesaid,  according  to  the  purport  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  and  the  directions  of  the  charitable  donors  that  gave  the  purchase  money 
to  the  poor. 

There  have  been  several  subsequent  surrenders  to  fresh  trustees,  the  last  of 
which  was  made  at  a court  baron  of  the  manor,  held  20th  September,  44  Geo. 
3d,  when  the  trust  premises  were  surrendered  by  two  surviving  trustees,  to  the 
use  of  Thomas  Hill,  John  Tolly,  Thomas  Townsend,  John  Perkes,  William 
Hobbins,  and  Henry  Bomford,  the  younger,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever ; but 
nevertheless,  in  trust,  for  the  poor  of  Samborne,  for  ever,  and  the  said  trustees 
were  admitted,  accordingly.  Of  these  trustees,  only  William  Hobbins  and 
Henry  Bomford  now  survive. 

These  trust  premises  consist  of  about  six  acres  of  land,  about  one  acre  thereof 
lying  near  a mile  from  the  rest,  and  three  cottages,  comprising  five  dwellings. 
The  land  was  let  to  Mr.  George  Bird,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  9/.  9s,  He  occupied  it  from  1801,  at  the  same  rent,  which  seems  on 
the  whole,  to  be  a fair  one  ; Bird  died  in  the  spring  of  1825.  Thomas  Heath, 
his  son-in-law,  a farmer  in  the  neighbourhood,  had  promised  to  pay  the  rent  for 
a year,  but  no  agreement  had,  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  been  made  for 
a permanent  letting. 

The  cottages  have  been  let  for  several  years  to  the  parish  officers,  for  6 /.  3s. 
a year;  one  of  them  was  underlet  by  them  to  Bird,  the  tenant  of  the  land,  and 
is  still  occupied  by  his  family  ; the  rest  are  occupied  as  poor-houses.  Four  of 
these  dwellings,  made  out  of  two  of  the  cottages,  have  two  rooms  each.  The 
other  has  four  rooms,  and  has  been  lately  improved  and  enlarged.  It  appears 
from  the  trust  accounts,  that  these  houses  produced  the  same  rent  when  they 
were  let  to  .several  tenants  by  the  trustees. 

Out  of  these  rents,  a sum  of  65.  4 d.  is  given  away  on  Good  Friday,  to  seven 
poor  widows,  which  is  called  the  Widows  Groats,  and  appears  to  be  in  satisfac- 
tion of  the  gifts  of  Joyce  Whoman  and  William  Hemming.  This  money,  with  the 
chief  rent  and  taxes,  are  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  land,  and  allowed  to  him  in 
bis  rent,  but  the  trustees  see  that  the  widows  are  duly  paid.  They  receive 
equal  portions  of  the  6.9.  4>d. 

The  repairs  of  the  cottages  have  been  also  defrayed  from  the  rents,  and  the 
residue  has  been  dedicated  to  apprenticing  poor  boys  and  girls,  children  of 
parishioners  of  Samborne.  The  premiums  given  are  of  various  amount,  from 
6/.  to  2/.  These  payments  are  often  made  to  help  out  the  premium,  which  the 
parents  have  agreed  to  give,  and  which  they  are  unable  fully  to  pay.  Those 
children,  who  are  wholly  put  out  by  by  the  trustees,  are  apprenticed  out  of  the 
parish,  the  master  being  found  in  general  by  the  parents,  and  approved  by  the 
trustees. 

The  apprenticing  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  place  very  regularly.  In 
twelve  years,  from  1813,  inclusively,  only  11  apprentices  have  been  put  out ; 
none  of  these  were  put  out,  in  I8I7,  1818,  and  1819,  nor  has  any  one  been  ap- 
prenticed since  October  1823. 

Upon  examining  the  trustees  book,  we  find,  that  in  the  year  1813,  the  account 
was  nearly  balanced.  The  receipts  from  that  time  are  fully  accounted  for,  but 
from  the  very  imperfect  and  confused  manner  in  which  the  accounts  have  been 
kept,  we  have  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  make  out  a satisfactory  statement 
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of  the  items  of  expenditure.  Previously  to  1818,  the  accounts  were  kept  by 
one  of  the  trustees,  who  is  since  dead,  and  we  are  thus  precluded  from  obtaining 
any  elucidation  of  the  disbursements  during  his  agency.  In  1818,  Mr.  William 
Hobbins,  junior,  (son  of  the  trustee  of  that  name,)  undertook  the  management 
of  the  trust  fund,  but  the  disbursements  have  not  all  been  made  by  him,  and  the 
distinct  items  of  those  made  by  others,  have  not  been  preserved.  So  iar  as  we 
have  been  able  to  make  them  out,  the  following  appears  to  be  the  present  state 
of  the  accounts : — 


Balance,  received  by  Mr.  W.  Hobbins,  in  i8i8 
Rents,  received  by  him  since  _ - _ _ 


Paid  for  repairs  and  additions  to  the  cottages,  &c. 
Paid  for  premiums  of  apprentice  and  indentures 
Paid  for  chief  rent,  taxes,  and  widows  groats 


Balance  in  hand 


£. 

3. 

(1. 

- 

- 

- 

40 

9 

8 

" 

93 

12 

- 

134 

1 

8 

- 

89  10 

6 

- 

28  12 

- 

- 

8 - 

126 

2 

6 

- 

£. 

7 

19 

2 

While  we  notice  the  irregularity  that  has  taken  place  in  keeping  these 
accounts,  we  must  in  justice  add,  that  we  find  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  that  the 
funds  have  been  fairly  and  conscientiously  administered,  and  w'e  are  assured, 
that  a more  accurate  mode  of  accounting  for  them  shall  in  future  be  pursued. 

We  must,  however,  further  observe,  that  some  degree  of  inattention  is  impu- 
table to  the  trustees,  in  expending  so  large  a portion  of  the  trust  fund  in 
repairing  and  improving  the  cottages,  without  obtaining  any  correspondent 
increase  of  rent.  This  has  been  represented  to  them,  and  we  are  now  informed, 
that  they  purpose  to  let  Bird’s  cottage  for  C/.  a year,  and  to  leave  the  other 
four  cottages  in  the  possession  of  the  parish,  at  the  same  rent  which  is  now 
paid  for  the  five. 

As  the  number  of  trustees  is  now  reduced  to  two,  when,  according  to  the 
inscription  on  the  benefaction  table,  a new  appointment  should  take  place,  it 
will  perhaps  be  advisable  that  the  number  should  be  filled  up  by  the  vestry, 
with  some  respectable  parishioners,  and  a surrender  made  of  the  trust  premises, 
to  the  use  of  them,  together  with  the  surviving  trustees. 


Hobbins’s  Charity. 

John  Hobbins,  of  Studley,  by  his  will,  dated  April  24th,  1735,  gave  20y. 
a year,  charged  on  a close  in  the  parish  of  Great  Alne,  called  Brook  Meadow, 
to  find  two  gowns  to  be  given  to  two  widows  of  Samborne,  yearly,  on  the  1st 
day  of  May. 

This  annuity  of  20s.  is  received  from  Mr.  Richard  Heath,  of  Salford  Lodge, 
the  owner  of  a farm  in  Great  Alne,  in  which  is  a meadow  called  Brook  Meadow; 
it  is  paid  to  the  churchwarden,  who  gives  it  to  two  poor  widows  of  Samborne, 
in  equal  shares  of  105.,  the  poor  people  preferring  to  have  it  in  money  rather 
than  gowns.  


PARISH  OF  EXHALL. 

Burnell’s  Charity. 

Ah  old  benefaction  table  in  the  church  at  Exhall,  dated  in  17-52,  contains  the 
following  inscription  : — 

“ Given,  by  Mr.  Burnell,  5s.  a year  to  the  poor  of  Exhall,  for  ever,  to  be 
paid  every  year,  at  Easter,  being  the  interest  of  5/.” 

There  is  found  among  the  parish  documents  an  old  parchment  writing,  dated 
23d  April  1723,  under  the  hands  of  William  Thomas,  rector,  John  Robins, 
churchwarden,  and  Edmund  Parker,  overseer  of  the  poor,  in  wdiich,  after  reciting 
Mr.  Burnell’s  gift  of  51.,  and  that  it  had  been  for  many  years  set  out  to  interest, 
and  the  interest  duly  paid  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Exhall,  and  that  the  prin- 
cipal had  been  then  paid  in  ; and  the  said  minister,  churchwarden  and  overseer, 
having  no  secure  place  for  setting  the  same  out  again,  had  thought  fit  to  lay  out 
the  money  towards  the  building  a house  in  Exhall,  which  cost  near  01.,  therefore 
it  was  agreed  by  them,  that  the  tenant  of  the  said  house  should  pay  the  sum  of 
55.,  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  poor  of  Exhall  j and 
if  the  tenant  should  not  be  able  to  pay,  then  that  the  churchwarden  and  overseer 
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of  the  poor  should  pay  the  said  sum  of  5s.  for  the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants,  Exhall, 
which  the  said  officers  should  be  allowed  out  of  their  levies  ; and  it  was  agreed,  ^ 

that  the  said  house  should  be  kept  in  repair  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  Chanty, 

parishioners  or  Txhall.  „ . 

Nothing  has  been  paid  in  respect  of  this  charity,  in  the  memory  of  any  person 
now  living  in  the  parish.  The  house  has  long  ceased  to  exist ; and  the  site  on 
which  it  stood  is  supposed  now  to  form  a part  of  the  land  allotted  to  the  rector 
for  his  glebe,  on  the  inclosure  of  the  parish. 

Walsingham’s  Charity. 

The  same  benefaction  table  records  the  following  gift : — Walsingham’s 

“ Given  by  Mr.  Walsingham,  10  5.  a year  to  the  poor  of  Exhall,  for  ev^er,  to  < hanty. 
be  paid,  one  half  at  Christmas,  and  the  other  half  at  Easter,  being  the  interest 
of  10/.” 

It  appears,  from  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3,  that  2/.  105.  of 
the  principal  of  10/.  had  been  lost.  The  remaining  balance  of  Jl.  105.  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  Edward  Barnes,  the  present  churchwarden  of  Exhall,  who 
received  it  about  nine  years  ago  from  the  widow  of  George  Chatterley.  On 
reference  to  the  overseer’s  book,  there  is  found  an  entry,  dated  5th  January 
1793,  importing,  that  the  sum  of  7^*  IO5.,  the  charity  money  belonging  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish  of  Exhall,  was  that  day  paid  into  the  hands  of  George 
Chatterley  ; and  under  that  entry  is  another,  dated  6th  August  I8I6,  purporting 
to  be  signed  by  M.  Chatterley,  and  stating,  that  the  above  was  settled  by  her. 

It  appears  to  have  been  so  settled  by  her,  by  the  payment  to  Edward  Barnes 
above  mentioned ; and  we  have  suggested  to  the  latter  the  propriety  of  adding 
an  entry  in  the  book  to  that  effect. 

The  interest  of  this  money,  amounting  to  Js.  6d.  per  annum,  having  been 
suffered  to  accumulate  for  the  last  few  years,  until  it  amounted  to  about  2/.,  was 
distributed  on  the  15th  August  1825,  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  sums 
of  6 cl.  or  1 5. 

Church  Rent. 

Another  inscription  on  the  benefaction  table,  is  as  follows  : — Church  Rent. 

“ Given  to  the  use  of  the  church,  time  out  of  mind,  245.  per  year,  for  ever,  to 
be  paid  at  two  days  in  the  year,  that  is,  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  by  equal  pay- 
ments, out  of  one  house  and  backside  called  the  Church  House,  and  three  lands 
lying  in  Exhall  field,  thereunto  belonging.” 

The  premises  subject  to  this  charge  are  now  the  property  of  John  Reynolds. 

The  rent  has  been  paid  up  till  about  two  years  ago,  from  which  time  it  has  been 
in  arrear,  some  difficulties  in  the  collection  having  occurred,  in  consequence,  as 
it  is  alleged,  of  the  premises  being  under  mortgage.  The  tenants  have,  however, 
promised  the  churchwarden  of  Exhall  to  pay  him  the  arrears  at  Michaelmas 
next. 

This  rent  has  been  carried  to  the  church  account. 


PARISH  OF  TEMPLE  GRAFTON. 


Walker’s  Charity. 

There  is  an  annual  sum  of  125.  paid  by  Mr.  William  Pearkes,  as  a rent-charge, 
issuing  out  of  a farm  in  Temple  Grafton,  of  which  he  is  owner  and  occupier, 
and  which  is  understood  to  have  been  given  by  a person  of  the  name  of  Walker 
(at  what  period  is  not  known),  for  the  poor  not  receiving  parish  relief. 

The  annuity  is  received  at  Easter  by  the  churchwardens,  and  is  given  away 
by  them  to  the  poor,  not  receiving  parish  relief,  whom  they  think  most  in  need, 
from  the  number  in  family  or  otherwise.  They  receive  about  I5.  or  25.  each. 


Temple  Grafton. 
Walker’s  Charity.  . 


PARISH  OF  HAMPTON  LUCY,  otherwise  BISHOPS 

HAMPTON. 

The  Grammar  School. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Hill’s  Foundation  and  Endowment. — By  indenture  of  Hampton  Lucy, 
covenant,  dated  20th  July,  11th  Charles  I,  between  Richard  Hill,  clerk,  parson  otherwise 
of  the  rectory  or  parish  church  of  Bishops  Hampton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  'op^  a^ipton. 
of  the  one  part  j and  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  of  Charlcote,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  The 
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of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Hill 
a school-house  within  the  town  of  Bishops  Hampton,  fit 
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Hampton  Lucy,  knight,  and  14<  others, 

otherwise  had  erected  and  built  ^ j -.., 

Bishops  Hampton,  convenient  for  that  purpose ; and  was  minded,  that  there  should  be  lands 
The  laid  thereto,  which  should  be  competent  for  the  livelihood  and  maintenance  of 
Grammar  School,  the  master  of  the  Said  school,  and  was  willing  and  desirous  that  such  school- 
continued.  house  should  have  continuance  for  ever  ; and  that  the  school  should  for  ever 
thereafter  be  supplied,  from  time  to  time,  with  an  able,  sufficient  and  learned 
schoolmaster,  for  the  teaching,  instructing  and  bringing-up  of  children  and  youth, 
in  grammar  and  good  learning,  and  in  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin  and  English 
tongues,  or  any  of  them,  and  a man  of  honest  and  religious  conversation  and 
profession,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  church  established  in  this  realm  of 
England  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  as  also  of  the 
great  zeal,  love  and  affection,  which  the  said  Richard  Hill  bore  to  the  towns  and 
parishes  of  Bishops  Hampton  and  Charlcote  aforesaid,  and  to  the  several  towns 
and  parishes  of  Alveston  and  Wasperton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick  aforesaid, 
and  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  especially  to  the  bringing  up  in  virtue  and 
good  learning  the  children  of  all  and  every  the  inhabitants  which  then  were, 
or  should  thereafter  be  residing  within  the  said  towns,  parishes  or  precincts, 
and  to  the  intent  that  a grammar  school  might  for  ever  be  continued  within  the 
said  towm  of  Bishops  Hampton ; the  said  Richard  Hill  covenanted,  granted 
and  agreed,  with  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  and  others,  of  the  second  part,  that 
he  the  said  Richard  Hill,  should  and  would  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel  then  next,  by  good  and  sufficient  conveyance  and  assurance  in  the 
law,  convey  and  assure  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  a cottage  or 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Bishops  Hampton  aforesaid ; and 
also  two  cottages  or  tenements,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Norton 
Curlew,  in  the  said  county ; and  also  two  closes  of  land,  lying  and  being  in 
Norton  Curlew  aforesaid,  (therein  described  by  their  abuttals) ; and  a parcel  of 
meadow  ground,  and  all  hades  and  arable  lands  with  the  same  then  inclosed, 
with  the  appurtenances,  containing  by  estimation  six  acres,  or  thereabouts, 
commonly  called  the  Queen’s  Close  Meadow,  alias  the  Queen’s  Meadow,  lying 
in  Norton  Curlew  aforesaid  and  Budbrooke,  or  within  the  territories  and  fields 
thereof,  between  a meadow,  called  Gofford  Meadow,  on  the  north  side,  and 
a close,  called  Gatehill,  on  the  west  side,  a lane,  called  Wilhreot  Lane,  on  the 
south  side,  and  a close,  called  Queen’s  Close,  on  the  east;  and  also  all  those 
arable  lands,  leys,  meadows,  and  grass  or  pasture  ground,  containing  by  estima- 
tion two  yard  lands,  with  the  appurtenances,  lying  wuthin  the  several  parishes, 
precincts,  or  common  fields  of  Wellesborne  and  Bishops  Hampton  aforesaid,  or 
any  of  them,  in  the  said  county,  and  which  were  some  time  parcel  of  four  yard 
lands  belonging  to  a messuage,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Dennett,  or  his  assigns; 
and  all  other  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  of  him  the  said 
Richard  Hill,  in  Norton  Curlew,  Budbrooke,  Wellesborne  and  Bishops  Hampton, 
or  any  of  them,  theretofore  purchased  by  him  from  Richard  Wells,  Jeffrey 
Barnes,  Thomas  Sheldon,  and  Richard  Edes ; and  also  one  annuity,  or  rent- 
charge  of  16/.,  issuing  forth  of  a messuage  and  grounds,  called  Higgin’s 
Welbores,  and  out  of  a parcel  of  meadow,  lying  in  a common  meadow,  called 
Castle  Meadow,  and  out  of  a close  or  pasture,  called  Smecroft,  and  out  of 
three  closes  or  pastures,  one  called  the  Lyde,  another  called  Damon  Wood,  and 
the  other  called  Ellen’s  Croft,  and  out  of  all  other  lands  and  tenements,  late  of 
Thomas  Lucas,  esquire,  lying  in  Studley  and  Hardwick,  in  the  said  county  of 
Warwick,  or  one  of  them  ; to  hold  the  said  several  premises  to  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Richard  Hill 
during  his  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  use  of  the  said  parties,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts,  and  to  the  intents  and  purposes  thereinafter 
declared  : And  the  said  Richard  Hill  thereby  declared  his  purpose  and  intent 
to  be,  and  did  thereby  limit  and  appoint,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
premises  should,  from  and  after  his  decease,  be  for  ever  employed  and  disposed 
to  and  for  the  maintenance  and  livelihood  of  such  person  as  should  from  time 
to  time  be  chosen  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school,  according  to  the 
intent  of  the  said  Richard  Hill,  thereinafter  expressed ; And  he  further  appointed, 
that  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  and  his  heirs,  and  every  of  them  which  should 
accomplish  the  age  of  21  years,  should  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the  place 
of  schoolmaster  should  become  void  or  unsupplied,  have  the  nomination  and 
appointment  of  such  person  to  supply  the  room  and  place  of  schoolmaster  of 

the 
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the  same  school  for  the  time  being,  as  to  him,  them,  or  any  of  them,  should 
seem  expedient ; and  that  if  it  should  happen,  that  the  place  of  schoolmaster 
should  become  void,  or  happen  to  be  unsupplied  during  the  minority  of  any 
person  who  should  be  heir  to  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  by  reason  of  death, 
resignation,  deprivation,  or  any  lawful  amotion,  of  any  such  schoolmaster  from 
the  said  school,  that  then  the  rector  of  the  parish  church  of  Bishops  Hampton, 
should  for  such  time  only  have  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the  school- 
master of  the  said  school ; and  in  default  of  such  respective  nominations,  that 
such  person  and  persons,  for  the  time  being,  as  should  then  stand  or  be  seised 
of  the  premises,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  whereof  the  said  Sir  Thomas 
Lucy,  or  his  heirs,  to  be  one,  should  nominate  and  appoint  a , fit  and  able  person, 
being  a graduate  and  well  qualified  as  aforesaid,  unto  the  said  place  or  room  of 
schoolmaster  of  the  school  before-mentioned  : Provided  always,  and  the  express 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  Richard  Hill  was,  that  no  person  should  at  any 
time  thereafter  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school, 
or  should  have  or  take  any  benefit  by  those  presents,  or  by  or  out  of  the  rents 
or  profits  of  the  premises,  who  should  be  appointed  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the 
said  school  by  any  person  or  persons,  save  only  by  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lucy, 
and  his  heirs,  unless  such  nomination  or  appointment  should  happen  to  be 
during  such  minority  as  aforesaid : And  the  said  Richard  Hill  further  declared 
his  intent  to  be,  that  every  person  appointed  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the  said 
school  as  aforesaid,  should  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  so  long  as  he  should  behave 
himself  well  and  sufficiently  in  that  place,  and  for  no  longer  time  : And  the 
said  Richard  Hill  further  appointed,  that  when  any  four  or  more  of  the  said 
trustees,  or  of  any  future  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survivors,  and  their  heirs, 
or  so  many  as  should  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  should  join  together  in 
conveying  the  said  premises  to  such  and  so  many  other  persons  of  credit,  ability 
and  estate,  then  living  within  the  several  towns,  parishes  or  precincts  of  Bishops 
Hampton,  Charlcote,  Alveston  and  Wasperton  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  and 
their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  of  the  feoffors  or  grantors,  which 
should  be  named  in  any  such  conveyance,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to  the 
trusts  aforesaid  ; and  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Bishops  Hampton  aforesaid, 
for  the  time  being,  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  one  of  those  to  whose  use  tlie 
premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  be  limited  or  appointed  by  any  such  con- 
veyance : And  it  was  agreed  between  the  parties,  with  the  full  consent  and 
agreement  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  several  towns,  parishes  and  places  of 
Bishops  Hampton,  Charlcote,  Alveston  and  Wasperton  aforesaid,  that  yearly, 
after  the  death  of  the  said  Richard  Hill,  two  of  the  persons  who  for  the  time 
being  should  be  seised  of  the  premises,  should  be  chosen  by  the  greatest  number 
of  the  rest  of  them,  whereof  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  or  his  heirs,  to  be  one 
in  the  choice  aforesaid,  to  be  collectors  and  keepers  of  the  rents  and  profits 
which  should  come,  arise  or  grow  of  or  for  the  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
the  uses  aforesaid ; which  collectors  or  receivers  so  chosen,  should  do  or  cause 
to  be  done,  all  such  acts  and  things  as  should  be  necessary  for  or  about  the 
same  ; and  upon  reasonable  request,  should  yield  account  of  the  rents  and  profits 
so  received  to  the  said  schoolmaster  of  the  said  school  for  the  time  being,  and 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  should  be  appointed  and  ordered  by  the  several 
persons  seised  as  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greatest  number  of  them, 
whereof  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  or  his  heirs,  should  be  one. 

By  deed  of  feoffment,  bearing  even  date  with  the  above  abstracted  indenture 
of  covenant,  Richard  Hill,  in  pursuance  of  his  covenant  therein  contained, 
conveyed  the  above-mentioned  premises  to  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  and  others,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  above  declared. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  by  successive  conveyances,  the  last  of  which 
is  by  lease  and  release,  dated  1st  and  2d  August  1815,  whereby  the  premises 
are  conveyed  by  the  Rev.  John  Lucy,  the  elder,  the  Rev.  Francis  Fortes9ue 
Knottesford,  Thomas  Hiron,  Edward  Stanley  and  Thomas  Stanley,  surviving 
trustees,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of  George  Lucy,  of  Charlcote,  esq.,  the 
Rev.  John  Lucy,  the  younger,  rector  of  Hampton  Lucy,  the  Rev.  George 
Hancox,  vicar  of  Wasperton,  Sir  Grey  Skipwith,  baronet,  William  Harding, 
esq.,  Edward  Townsend  Higgins,  John  Mills  and  John  Higgins,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  the  several  trusts  declared  in  the  before-mentioned  indenture. 

..  George  Lucy’s  Addition. — By  indenture,  made  20th  November  1710, 
between  George  Lucy,  of  Charlcote,  esquire,  of  the  one  part;  and  Hugh 

Rep.  15.  3X4  Brown, 


Hampton  Lucy, 
otherwise 
Bishops  Hampton. 

The 

Grammar  School, 
continued. 


532  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Hampton  Lucy,  Brown,  and  ten  others,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  George  Lucy,  in  regard 
otherwise  there  was  already  a free  school  erected  within  the  town  of  Bishops  Hampton, 
Bishops  Hampton.  Hampton  Lucy  aforesaid,  and  having  charitable  inclinations  to  make  some 
^The  addition  thereto,  for  the  competent  and  comfortable  livelihood  and  maintenance 
Grammar  School,  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  his  successors,  covenanted  and  agreed,  that  he  would, 
continuad.  before  the  last  day  of  February  tlien  next,  convey  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
^ second  part,  all  that  new  erected  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  backside,  out- 
houses  and  buildings  thereto  belonging,  situate  in  Bishops  Hampton  aforesaid, 
and  lately  built  upon  a certain  close,  called  Paine’s  Close,  together  with 
the  said  close,  called  Paine’s  Close;  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  parties, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts,  and  to  the  intents  therein  limited 
and  declared  : And  he  thereby  limited  and  appointed,  that  after  the  expira- 
tion of  an  estate  theretofore  granted  by  him,  the  said  George  Lucy,  to 
William  Preston,  in  the  said  premises  then  in  being,  for  the  term  of  99  years, 
if  the  three  sons  of  the  said  William  Preston,  therein  named,  should  so  long 
live,  the  said  messuage  and  premises  should  be  for  the  more  commodious  and 
convenient  dwelling  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  and  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
should  be  always  employed  and  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  such 
person,  as  for  the  time  being  should  be  chosen  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the  said 
school  ; provided  that  no  person  should  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  be  school- 
master of  the  said  school,  or  should  take  any  benefit  by  that  deed,  who  should 
not  be  appointed  to  be  schoolmaster  by  the  said  George  Lucy,  and  his  heirs, 
unless  such  nomination  should  happen  during  the  minority  of  the  heirs  of  the 
said  George  Lucy;  and  the  said  George  Lucy  further  appointed,  that  when 
any  four  or  more  of  the  trustees  should  be  dead,  the  survivors  should  convey 
the  premises  to  such  and  so  many  other  persons  of  credit,  ability  and  estate, 
living  within  the  said  four  towns,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to  the  trusts 
aforesaid. 

The  premises  were  afterwards  duly  conveyed  to  the  trustees,  in  pursuance  of 
this  covenant,  and  have  since  been  transferred  from  time  to  time  to  new  trustees, 
by  deeds  distinct  from  the  trust  deeds  of  Hill’s  endowment.  By  the  last  con- 
veyance, dated  the  1st  and  2d  August  1815,  they  are  vested  in  the  same 
trustees  with  the  premises  belonging  to  that  endowment.  It  appears  from  the 
earliest  of  these  trust  deeds,  that  the  close,  called  Paine’s  Close,  was  converted 
soon  after  the  grant,  into  a garden,  and  occupied  as  such  with  the  school- 
house. 

We  cannot  see  any  good  reason  why  separate  conveyances  should  be  made  of 
the  properties  respectively  derived  from  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Lucy,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  occasion  unnecessary  expense. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  charity  under  Hill’s  endowment,  now  consists 
of  the  following  parcels  ; — 

In  Hampton  Lucy  ; 

1. — A cottage,  formerly  two,  but  now  thrown  into  one  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  under-master,  who  occupies  it,  with  a garden  attached  to  it,  rent 
free.  The  annual  value  of  the  house  and  garden,  is  about  51.  5s.,  according 
to  the  usual  rate  of  houses  in  Hampton  Lucy. 

2.  — Two  fields  of  arable  land,  one  containing  5a.  & 20p.,  and  the  other 
1a.  & 21p.,  occupied  at  present  by  William  Fincher,  in  exchange  for  other 
land,  with  which  he  has  accommodated  the  schoolmaster,  as  being  situated  more 
conveniently  for  the  master’s  use.  The  annual  value  of  these  fields  is  estimated 
by  a surveyor,  at  8/.  1 6s.  9d. 

3.  — A dole  of  meadow  land,  lying  in  a meadow,  called  Ipsom,  containing  27 
perches,  let  to  Mr.  Thomas  Foster,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  105. 

In  WellsboLirn  ; 

4.  — A farm,  comprising  seven  parcels  of  inclosed  land,  and  five  detached 
pieces  in  an  open  meadow,  containing  altogether  54  a.  & 39  p.,  with  a barn, 
stable  and  small  cottage.  This  was  on  lease  to  John  Cross,  for  19  years  from 
Michaelmas  1803,  at  the  rent  of  63/.  per  annum.  Since  the  expiration  of  that 
lease,  the  land  has  been  valued  at  7>5/.  IO5.  6d  per  annum,  and  is  now  held  from 
year  to  year  by  Elizabeth  Cross,  widow  of  the  late  tenant,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
75/.,  the  trustees  providing  soughing  tiles,  bricks,  and  timber  for  draining  and 
repairing  gates  on  the  premises,  and  the  tenant  finding  labour. 

5. — There 
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5.  — There  is  also  a piece  of  wood  land,  containing  2a.  & 2r.  in  Wellsbourn, 
called  Loxley  Pasture,  which  is  kept  in  hand  by  the  trustees. 

In  Norton  Curlew  j 

6.  — Four  closes  of  land,  formerly  five  closes,  containing,  according  to  a map 
of  the  school  estate,  14  a.  Sc  35 p.,  held  by  William  Nason,  as  tenant  from  year 
to  year,  at  18  1.  per  annum.  His  father  held  the  land  under  a lease,  which 
expired  at  Lady-day  1821,  and  the  son  continues  in  possession.  The  rent 
appears  to  be  sufficient. 

7.  — The  rent-charge  of  16/.  a year,  mentioned  in- Mr.  Hill’s  deed  of  endow- 
Inent,  is  paid  by  Francis  Holy  oak,  esq.,  of  Wolverhampton,  the  present  owner 
of  the  property  charged  therewith. 

8.  — In  addition  to  the  property  thus  enumerated  as  the  endowment  of 
Mr.  Hill,  there  is  the  school-house,  derived  from  the  gift  of  George  Lucy,  as 
above  stated,  which  is  estimated  at  the  annual  value  of  about  20/.,  but  is 
occupied  by  the  schoolmaster,  rent  free  ; and  a school-room,  built  by  the  late 
Rev.  John  Lucy. 

The  school-house,  originally  given  by  Mr.  Hill,  stood  partly  in  the  churchyard, 
'and  seems  to  have  been  used  as  a school-room  subsequently  to  the  grant  of  the 
school-house  by  George  Lucy.  Hill’s  house  was  taken  down  by  the  late 
Mr.  Lucy,  and  the  present  school-room,  built  near  the  same  spot,  on  land  of 
his  own. 

‘ The  present  school-house  has  been  repaired  within  the  last  few  years,  at  an 
expense  of  about  I60/. ; to  meet  which,  tw^o  falls  of  timber  were  made,  the  one 
in  1822,  from  the  estate  in  Norton  Curlew,  which  produced  the  sum  of  62  /.  I7  s., 
and  the  other  in  1824,  from  the  estate  in  Wellsbourn,  which  produced  190/.  ; 
of  these  monies,  after  paying  for  the  repairs  of  the  school-house,  and  some 
trifling  repairs  to  the  school-room  and  the  cottages,  there  now  remains 
a balance  of  7^/.  6.<r.,  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  John  Lucy,  the  present  rector 
of  Hampton  Lucy,  and  one  of  the  trustees,  which  he  intends  to  apply  (if  the 
rest  of  the  trustees  approve  it)  in  providing  a more  commodious  school-room 
than  the  one  built  by  his  late  father. 
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The  total  amount  of  the  school  rental  is  therefore,  at  present,  as  follows  : — 


Rents  received 

Estimated  value  of  premises  occupied  by  the  head  master.  House  £.20  - 

Land  8 16 


Ditto - of  premises  occupied  by  the  under  master 

Rent  charge 


£. 

s. 

d. 

93 

lo 

- 

9 

28 

16 

9 

- 

5 

5 

- 

)b 

— 

- 

£. 

H3 

1 1 

9 

No  collectors  are  now  appointed,  as  directed  by  the  founder.  The  rents  of 
the  land  are  received  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  retained  by  him  to  his  own  use. 
The  rent-charge  has  been,  for  some  years  past,  received  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lucy, 
at  the  request  of  the  schoolmaster,  in  consequence  of  some  difficulties  that  had 
been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  payment,  and  is  paid  over  by  him  to  the  school- 
master as  he  receives  it. 

The  schoolmasters  have  been  always  appointed  by  the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lucy,  owners  of  his  estates  in  Hampton  Lucy  and  Charlcote.  But  a few  years 
ago,  some  transactions  took  place  with  respect  to  the  schoolmaster  and  the 
.disposal  of  the  school  property,  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  advert. 

In  the  year  1786,  the  Rev.  John  Morley  became  curate  of  Hampton  Lucy, 
and  was  appointed  master  of  the  grammar  school  by  the  late  Rev.  John  Lucy. 
Morley  afterwards  became  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances,  and  was  assisted 
with  considerable  sums  of  money,  both  by  Mr.  Lucy  and  also  by  Mrs.  Lucy, 
which  he  was  to  repay,  as  he  should  find  the  means.  In  the  year  1810,  having 
obtained  some  preferment  in  another  part  of  the  kingdom,  he  quitted  Hampton 
• Lucy.  He  continued,  however,  nominally,  head  master  of  the  school,  no  other 
master  being  appointed  in  his  room,  till  the  year  1817>  and  in  the  interim  the 
school  was  carried  on  by  an  assistant,  who  had  been  previously  employed  by 
him  in  that  capacity.  During  ihis  interval,  the  rents  of  the  school  property 
.^ere  received  by  the  late  Mr.  Lucy,  who  paid  thereout  a salary  of  35/.  per 
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Hampton  Lucy,  annum  to  the  assistant  master,  and  applied  the  residue  towards  the  discharge  of 
otherwise  the  debt  due  from  Morley  to  Mrs.  Lucy,  and  towards  the  reimbursement  of 
Bishops  Hampton,  j^ionies  expended  by  himself  in  repairs  and  alterations  of  the  school  premises. 

The  sums  thus  received  by  Mr.  Lucy  were  not  sufficient  to  liquidate  these 
Grammar  School,  demands  ; but  it  at  length  occurred  to  him,  that  it  was  wrong  that  the  school 
continutd.  should  be  permitted  to  remain  without  a responsible  and  resident  head  master, 
' and  consequently,  in  I8I7,  he  appointed  the  Rev.  Frederick  Gauntlett  school- 
master. Mr.  Gauntlett  continued  in  the  situation  for  four  years,  when  he  was 

succeeded  by  the  Rev. Buck,  the  present  master. 

For  about  two  years  after  Mr.  Morley’s  departure  from  Hampton  Lucy, 
the  school-house  remained  vacant.  It  was  then  let  to  Mr.  Thomas  Foster, 
together  with  some  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Lucy,  a trifling  addition  being  made 
to  his  rent  for  the  use  of  this  house,  which  he  wanted  for  a temporary  accom- 
modation. He  held  it  for  about  two  years,  when  it  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hancox,  vicar  of  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Wasperton,  of  which 
living  Mr.  Lucy  was  patron  ; on  which  occasion,  the  house  was  put  in  complete 
repair,  and  a stable  built  in  addition  to  it  by  Mr.  Lucy.  The  cost  of  this  repair 
and  addition,  together  with  some  improvement  made  to  the  school-room,  was 
177/.  12s.  6d.  We  cannot  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Hancox  paid  any  rent  for 
the  house.  When  Mr.  Gauntlett  was  appointed  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Hancox 
gave  up  the  house  to  him. 

That  the  school  should  have  been  suffered  to  remain  so  great  a length  of  time 
without  any  head  master,  cannot  but  be  considered  as  very  reprehensible,  and 
must  doubtless  have  contributed  to  the  declension  in  the  character  of  the  school 
which  has  taken  place  of  late  years.  And  it  further  appears  to  us,  that  the 
application  of  the  school  income,  during  that  period,  by  the  late  Mr.  Lucy,  to  the 
use  of  Morley,  after  the  latter  had  in  fact  ceased  to  be  master,  by  employing  it 
in  the  discharge  of  his  debt  to  Mrs.  Lucy,  was  a manifest  misapplication  of  the 
trust  property,  for  which,  we  apprehend,  the  personal  representative  of  Mr.  Lucy 
is  responsible  to  the  charity. 

The  income  during  the  interval  of  seven  years,  from  1810  to  1817,  was  | £.  s.  d. 

qy/.  1 o s.  per  annum,  amounting  altogether  to  - - - - - . 682  10  - 

Out  of  this  was  paid  by  Mr.  Lucy,  to  the  assistant  master,  35/.  per 
annum  - £.245  - - I 

For  improvements  and  repairs  to  the  school-house.  Sec.  - - 177  12  6 j 

j 422  12  6 

Leaving  a balance  due  to  the  charity  of  - . _ _ j 259  1 7 6 


This  balance  does  not,  perhaps,  reach  the  amount  for  which  Mr.  Lucy  became  ^ 
strictly  responsible,  as  it  appears,  that  for  two  years  some  rent  was  received  by 
him  for  the  school-house;  but  the  amount  was  small,  and  does  not  seem  to  be 
easily  ascertainable.  For  two  other  years,  this  house  was  occupied  without 
profit  to  the  charity,  by  the  incumbent  of  a neighbouring  living,  for  whose 
accommodation  Mr.  Lucy  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  premises,  about 
170/.  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  charity.  We  cannot  but  consider  this  as 
a very  improvident  method  of  dealing  with  the  trust  property  ; but  it  does  not 
seem  to  amount  to  such  a degree  of  misconduct  in  the  trustee,  as  would  afibrd 
a ground  of  claim  against  Mr.  Lucy’s  representatives,  beyond  the  balance  above 
stated. 

This  school  was  formerly  conducted  as  a regular  grammar  school,  at  which 
respectable  persons  received  a classical  education,  and  went  from  thence  to  the 
university;  but  it  has  by  degrees  dwindled  into  a common  parish  school,  and  has 
been,  for  many  years,  conducted  as  such  by  an  assistant,  though  under  the  super- 
intendence (except  during  the  interval  before  adverted  to)  of  the  head  master. 

It  is  now  30  or  40  years  since  any  grammar  scholar  has  been  educated  there ; 
but  we  are  assured,  that  the  head  master  has  always  been  a person  capable  of 
giving  classical  instruction,  had  he  been  required  so  to  do  by  any  persons 
entitled,  by  their  residence  in  the  privileged  parishes,  to  claim  the  benefit  of 
this  charity  for  their  children.  This  declension  in  the  character  of  the  school 

seems 


* Note. — Since  this  Report  was  presented,  George  Lucy,  esquire,  of  Charlcote,  son  and  personal  reprie- 
sentativeof  the  late  Mr.  Lucy,  has  e.xnressed  his  readiness  to  pay  the  above  balance. 
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seems  to  have  been  completed  during  the  mastership  of  Mr.  Morley,  and  the  Hampton  Lucy, 
long  vacancy  of  the  office  which  followed  his  removal.  His  predecessors  in  the  . otherwise 
school  took  private  pupils,  a practice  which  he  discontinued  ; and  though  it  has  Hampton, 

been  resumed  by  his  successors,  they  have  not  restored  the  free  school  in  The 

any  degree  to  its  classical  character,  nor  perhaps,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Grammar  School, 
population  of  the  parishes  to  which  the  founder  has  limited  the  benefit  of  his  ^ continued.  ^ 
charity,  would  it  be  easy,  if  even  practicable,  so  to  do. 

As  an  English  school,  however,  the  establishment  appears  to  be  now  con- 
ducted with  attention  and  efficiency.  The  present  assistant  is  an  able  man, 
and  affords  to  his  scholars  somewhat  more  than  the  common  education  of 
a parochial  school.  In  addition  to  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  he  gives 
them  elementary  instruction  in  English  history  and  natural  history. 

There  are  now  about  60  children  in  the  school,  taken  from  the  four  parishes 
specified  by  the  founder,  the  proportion  from  Alveston,  however,  being  very 
few,  in  consequence  of  another  very  good  school  having  been  established  in 
that  parish.  They  are  taken  when  of  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  are  required, 
as  a qualification  for  admission,  to  be  able  to  read  a verse  in  the  Bible.  The 
parents  provide  books,  but  in  all  other  respects  the  education  is  entirely  free. 

Dr.  Lucy’s  Scholarships. — The  Rev.  William  Lucy,  d.d.  by  will,  dated  the 
28th  January  gave  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen  Hall,  in  Oxford,  the  sum  of 

^,000/.  to  be  gradually  raised  out  of  his  several  estates  in  Warwick,  or  else- 
where ; and  his  will  was,  that  the  yearly  interest  of  that  sum  should  go  towards 
supporting  four  young  gentlemen’s  education  for  eight  years,  from  their  first 
admission  as  members  of  the  university,  and  no  longer,  and  that  they  should 
during  that  time  take  their  degrees  of  bachelor  and  master  of  arts,  as  soon  as 
they  were  of  proper  standing,  and  had  qualified  themselves  for  those  degrees  : 

His  will  further  was,  that  that  benefaction  (which  should  be  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  Lucy’s  scholarships)  should  be  confined  to  such  children  as  should 
have  their  education  (three  years  at  least  before  they  should  go  to  Oxford)  at 
Hampton  Lucy  school,  in  Warwickshire,  the  nearest  relatives  to  the  family  of 
the  Lucies  to  be  first  preferred,  if  of  equal  learning  with  the  rest  of  the  children 
in  the  said  school ; and  if  any  children  should  come  out  of  Somersetshire  to  the 
said  school,  preference  to  be  always  given  to  those  who  should  come  out  of  the 
parish  of  Hilton,  in  that  county  ; and  his  will  was,  that  one  of  the  four  scholars 
to  be  elected  should  be  a native  of  the  county  last  mentioned. 

As  there  are  not  now,  nor  have  for  many  years  been,  any  classical  scholars 
educated  at  this  school,  none  such  have  of  course  availed  themselves  of  these 
scholarships  ; but  it  has  several  times  happened,  that  boys  educated  elsewhere 
have  been  brought  to  the  school  for  examination  as  to  their  fitness,  and  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  patron  of  the  school  have  been  appointed  to  the 
scholarships  by  the  college.  There  is  now  at  Magdalen  Hall  one  scholar  so 
circumstanced.  As  the  college  are  the  trustees  of  this  property,  we  do  not 
conceive  that  it  falls  within  our  province  to  make  any  observation  upon  this 
course  of  proceeding. 

Rogers’s  Scholarship. — There  was  also  another  scholarship  at  Hertford 
College,  Oxford,  founded  by  the  Rev.  William  Rogers,  of  Warwick,  in  17J-9, 
for  a boy  from  this  school ; but  upon  the  dissolution  of  that  college  in 
this  endowment  escheated  to  the  Crown. 


William  Rogers’s  Charity. 

; William  Rogers,  esquire,  by  will,  dated  5th  July  left  to  the  lord  of  the  William  Rogers  s 

manor,  rector  and  overseers  of  Hampton  Lucy,  for  a schoolmistress,  to  educate  Chanty, 
ten  poor  girls  belonging  to  the  said  parish,  .the  sum  of  120/.  Interest  of  the 
same  51. 

This  statement  is  copied  from  a memorandum  found  among  the  papers  of 
the  late  Rev.  John  Lucy,  and  in  his  hand-writing,  which  further  states,  that 
the  money  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  George  Lucy,  esquire.  The  said  George 
Lucy  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Hampton  Lucy,  in  which  title  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  John  Lucy,  who  was  also  his  personal  representative,  and  who 
appears  to  have  annually  paid,  during  his  life,  the  sum  of  51.  as  interest  of  the 
said  120/.,  to  a schoolmistress,  who  kept  a school  in  the  parish,  at  which  30  or 
Rep.  15.  3 Y 2 40  children 
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Hampton  Lucy,  40  children  of  both  sexes  were  taught  to  read,  and  the  girls  to  do  plain  work, 
otherwise  Since  Mr.  John  Lucy’s  death,  which  occurred  in  January  1823,  this  payment 
Bishops  Hampton,  continued,  it  not  having  been  thought  clear  who  was  liable  to 

William  Rogers’s  make  the  payment ; but  inasmuch,  as  it  now  appears,  that  the  late  Mr.  Lucy,  as 
Charity,  the  personal  representative  of  Mr.  George  Lucy,  was  liable  to  the  payment  of 
continued.  the  principal,  that  liability  devolves  upon  the  present  George  Lucy,  esquire,  as 
personal  representative  of  his  late  father,  and  he  assures  us  of  his  willingness 
to  continue  the  payment  of  the  51.  in  future  to  the  schoolmistress,  as 
heretofore. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Lucy’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  The  Rev.  William  Lucy,  d.d.  by  will,  dated  28th  January  1723,  gave  to  the 

Dr.  Lucy’s  Charity,  poor  of  the  parishes  of  Charlcote,  Hunscott  and  Hampton  Lucy,  the  yearly  sum 
of  10/.  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  manors,  and  to  be  distributed  by  his  heirs  or 
trustees  every  Christmas,  to  such  poor  housekeepers  as  should  not  constantly 
receive  weekly  or  monthly  pay  of  the  said  parishes. 

The  sum  of  5l.  as  one  moiety  of  this  rent-charge,  is  paid  by  George  Lucy, 
esquire,  the  present  owner  of  the  manors  of  Charlcote,  Hunscott  and  Hampton 
Lucy,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hampton  Lucy,  of  which  Hunscott 
is  a hamlet. 

The  money  has  been  annually  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  among  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  according  to  their  respective  necessities,  but  for  some  years 
past  without  being  strictly  confined  to  those  who  did  not  receive  parochial 
relief. 


The  Rev.  John  Lucy’s  Charity. 


The  Rev. 
John  Lucy’s 
Charity. 


The  Rev. /o/m  Lucy,  by  will,  dated  2d  July  1821,  gave  to  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being  of  the  charity  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Lucy,  the  sum  of  51.  annually, 
and  for  ever,  to  be  given  and  distributed  by  them,  with  the  like  sum  left  by  the 
said  Dr.  Lucy,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hampton  Lucy,  on  St.  Thomas’s- 
day,  in  every  year,  and  after  giving  certain  other  legacies,  he  bequeathed  all 
the  rest  and  residue  of  his  personal  estate  and  effects  to  his  son  George  Lucy, 
his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  he  and  they  paying  his  debts  and 
funeral  expenses,  and  the  several  legacies  or  sums  of  money  by  him,  the  said 
testator,  before  bequeathed ; and  he  appointed  the  said  George  Lucy  sole 
executor  of  his  said  will. 

This  annuity  is  now  paid  by  George  Lucy,  esquire,  the  executor  of  the 
testator,  and  is  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
in  sums  suited  to  their  respective  necessities. 


The  Rev.  George  Hammond’s  Charity. 


The  Rev.  The  Rev.  George  Hammond,  rector  of  Hampton  Lucy,  in  the  county  of 

Geor^Hammond’s  Warwick,  by  will,  dated  3d  February  1755,  gave  to  the  rector  and  church- 
wardens  of  Hampton  Lucy  for  the  time  being,  to  the  vicar  of  Alveston,  in  the 
said  county,  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the  vicar  of  Wasperton,  in  the  said 
county,  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  400/.,  to  be  paid  them  within  three 
months  next  after  the  decease  of  his  wife  and  executrix,  Alice  Hammond,  upon 
trust  only,  that  they  and  their  successors  should  from  time  to  time  place  the 
same  out  at  interest,  upon  good  security,  and  distribute  the  interest  thereof 
unto  eight  poor  men  or  women  of  the  said  parish  of  Hampton  Lucy,  four  poor 
men  or  women  of  the  said  parish  of  Wasperton,  and  four  poor  men  or  women 
of  the  said  parish  of  Alveston,  such  as  should  be  real  objects  of  charity,  and 
should  frequent  the  communion  of  the  church  of  England,  at  least  four  times 
in  the  year,  the  same  to  be  paid  upon  Christmas-day  and  Midsummer-day, 
yearly,  for  ever,  by  equal  portions. 

It  appears  that  this  legacy  was  invested  in  the  sum  of  668/.  old  South  sea 
annuities,  now  standing  in  the  name  of  George  Lucy,  esquire,  and  affording 
dividends  of  20/.  05.  \0d.  per  annum,  one  moiety  whereof,  viz.  10/.  05.  5d.,  has 
been  of  late  years  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  most  necessitous  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Hampton  Lucy,  without  limiting  it  to  the  number  specified  in  the  will,  or 
observing  the  condition  therein  mentioned.  A more  strict  observance  of  the 
terms  prescribed  by  the  donor,  will,  as  we  are  given  to  understand,  in  future 
take  place. 


The 
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The  other  moiety  of  the  dividends  is  equally  divided  between  the  parishes  of 
Alveston  and  Wasperton. 

Mrs.  Alice  Hammond’s  Charity. 


Hampton  Lucy, 
otherwise 
Bisliops  Hampton. 


Hammondy  widow  of  the  said  George  Hammond,  by  will,  dated  ^3d 
January  1778,  gave  to  the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Hampton 
Lucy,  for  the  time  being,  the  interest  of  100/.  annually,  to  be  given  to  the  poor 
of  the  said  parish,  in  such  proportions,  manner  and  form,  as  the  said  trustees 
should  think  most  proper  and  convenient. 

This  legacy  appears  to  have  been  invested  in  the  sum  of  l68/.  17^.  9d.  new 
South  sea  annuities,  now  standing  inthe  names  of  the  rector  and  churchwardens, 
of  Hampton  Lucy,  and  yielding  annual  dividends  of  51.  l5.  4c/.  This  money 
is  distributed  annually,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  among  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
according  to  their  several  necessities. 


Mrs. 

Alice  Hammond's 
Charity. 

V . ^ 


PARISH  OF  HASELOR. 

The  Widows  Plat. 

There  is  a small  piece  of  land  called  the  Widow's  Plat,  in  the  parish  of  Hasclor. 
Haselor,  in  respect  of  which  10i\  a year  is  paid  by  the  tenant  of  a farm  belonging  ■; — 
to  John  Weston,  esquire,  of  N°  81,  Lombard-street,  London.  Widows  a . 

Tliis  piece  of  land  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  a brook ; on  the  east  and 
south,  by  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Heming,  the  churchwarden  ; and  is  open,  on 
the  west,  to  a meadow  belonging  to  Mr.  Weston ; but  there  is  a small  hollow' 
across  the  land  on  the  west  side,  which  has  the  appearance  of  there  having  been 
once  a fence  or  division  there,  and  it  is  supposed  that  that  was  the  boundary 
of  the  Widows  Plat.  If  it  were  so,  the  size  of  the  piece  of  land  would  be 
about  a quarter  of  an  acre.  It  is  rich  land,  though  subject  at  times  to  be 
flooded,  and  is  said  to  be  worth  20^.  a vear. 

Mr.  Weston  bought  the  estate,  about  two  years  ago,  by  auction,  at  a sale 
made  under  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  the  particulars  of  sale,  is 
a statement  of  several  outgoings,  among  which  is  an  item,  “ To  widows,  105.;” 
but  it  is  not  stated  to  arise  out  of  any  particular  part  of  the  estate.  The  par- 
ticulars of  sale,  which  were  produced,  contain  a list  of  the  parcels ; and  there 
is  annexed  to  it  a plan  of  the  estate.  In  this  plan  is  a field,  numbered  19, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river  Alne,  at  the  eastern  side  or  end  of  which  is 
a nook  apparently  answering  the  description  above  given  of  the  Widows  Plat. 

The  whole  field  marked  19,  is  denominated,  in  the  list,  Upper  Yeaham  Meadow. 

The  name  Widows  Plat  does  not  appear  in  the  particulars,  nor  in  the  existing 
title  deeds ; nor  do  the  latter  throw  any  further  light  upon  the  subject. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  payment  has  ever  varied  in  amount ; but  if  it  is, 
in  fact,  referable  to  the  small  piece  of  land  above  described,  and  now  known  in 
the  parish  by  the  name  of  the  Widows  Plat,  its  amount  seems  to  indicate  that 
it  must  originally  have  been  the  full  rent  of  the  land,  and  not  a payment  charged 
thereon  ; and  consequently,  that  the  land  itself  belongs  to  the  charity.  'Phis 
conclusion,  however,  appears  to  us  to  rest  on  grounds  too  uncertain  to  warrant 
the  parish  in  laying  claim  to  the  land. 

The  land  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Haynes’s,  who  distributed 
the  dole  themselves.  ' 

It  is  now  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  by  them  given  away  to  the  poor 
widows  of  the  parish,  all  of  whom  receive  a portion. 


Rep  15. 
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PARISH  OF  K I N W A II  T O N. 

Charities  of  Isaac  Dipple,  &c, 

Kinwarton.  i,j  the  palish  of  Kinwai'ton  is  an  entry,  of  which  the  following  is  a cojiy, 

. . f videlicet : — 

Lnamies  of 

Isaac  Dip^c,  n Here  follows  that  part  of  Isaac  Dipple's  will,  which  concerns  the  poor  of 

Kinwarton  : — 

“ March  3rd,  1728-P. 

“ If  I die  at  Kinwarton,  or  be  unmarried,  I leave  to  the  jioor  thereof,  the 
sum  of  10/.,  for  ever,  the  interest  whereof  I leave  to  be  disposed  ol’  yearly  to 
the  said  poor,  according  to  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Frances  Edes,  and  my  said 
executrix,  during  their  lives ; and  after  their  deaths,  unto  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  said  Kinwarton,  for  the  time  being. 

“ April  19,  1731. — Then  Sarah  Caulton,  the  sole  executrix  of  Isaac  Dipjile, 
paid  the  above  said  legacy  of  10  /.  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jeffrey  Hopkins,  senior, 
who  is  churchwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Kinwarton,  for 
the  coming  year. 

Witness  present : — 

John  Benson,  rector.  Geo.  Hopkins.” 

At  the  side  of  these  signature,  is  this  further  memorandum  : — 

“ This  was  paid  by  Mr.  Hopkins’s  executrix,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
John  Benson,  rector;  as  also  the  other  10/.” 

It  does  not  appear  from  what  source  the  other  10/.  was  derived.  The  returns 
under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3,  assign  the  year  1629  as  the  date  of  Isaac 
Dipple’s  gift  of  10/. ; and  attribute  the  other  10/.  to  the  gift  of  Sarah  Caulton, 
in  1735.  This  is  not  reconcileable  with  the  entry  in  the  register.  There  is, 
however,  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  rector  the  sum  of  20/.,  which  he  received 
from  his  predecessor,  and  as  the  interest  of  which  he  annually  pays  the  sum  of 
20  5.  to  the  poor  at  Easter.  It  is  given  away  by  the  rector  and  the  church- 
wardens, in  the  church,  in  sums  of  3 5.  or  4 5.  a piece. 


PARISH  OF  SALFORD. 


Salford. 

Perkins’s 
Free  School. 


Perkins’s  Free  School. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  13th  December  l(i56,  between  Samuel 
Tyler,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  of  Shottery,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Thomas 
Dangerfield,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and  Richard  Mountford,  and  Frances,  his 
wife,  of  the  first  part ; William  Perkins,  of  London,  merchant  tailor,  of  the 
second  part;  and  Edmund  Rawlins,  and  10  others,  of  the  third  part ; after 
reciting,  that  the  said  William  Per'kins  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Salford  Priors, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  for  some  time  educated  there,  and  being  minded 
out  of  a godly  intent  and  pious  disposition,  to  erect  a free  school  for  the 
instruction  of  the  children  of  the  parishioners  of  Salford  Priors  aforesaid, 
had  for  that  purpose  agreed  to  give  the  sum  of  232/.,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
messuages  and  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  to  the  intent  to  apply  and 
dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  for  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  to  teach 
in  the  said  school,  and  his  successors,  for  ever ; It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said 
Samuel  Tyler  and  others  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  232/.  to  them 
paid  by  the  said  William  Perkins,  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  Edmund 
Rawlins  and  others  of  the  third  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  two  capital 
messuages  and  tenements,  and  other  two  tenements,  formerly  three  tenements, 
and  all  outhouses,  he.  thereto  belonging,  lying  in  Church-street,  in  Stratford- 
upon-Avon  ; and  also,  another  capital  messuage  or  tenement,  and  two  other 
houses  or  tenements,  then  lately  taken  out  of  the  said  capital  messuage,  and 

newly 


WaRV\  ' — 

newly  built  and  adjoining  therewith,  with  their  appurtenances,  situate  in 
Slieep-street,  in  Stratford-upon-Avon,  with  all  outhouses.  See.  thereto  belonging, 
to  the  intent,  that  the  said  feoffees,  and  their  successors,  should  yearly  I'e- 
ceive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  and  dispose  of  the  same  for 


English  tongues,  and  catechizing  the  children  of  the  parishioners  of  the  said 
parish,  and  such  other  poor  children  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and 
villages  thereinafter  named ; and  after  such  school  erected,  the  said  feoffees 
should  nominate  and  elect,  an  honest,  able  and  learned  person,  a graduate  of 
one  of  the  universities  of  Cambridge  or  Oxford,  to  be  schoolmaster,  provided 
he  be  not  vicar  or  minister  of  the  said  parish  of  Salford  Priors,  to  teach,  instruct 
and  catechize  the  said  children,  and  to  continue  the  said  schoolmaster  so  long 
as  to  them  the  said  feoffees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  seem  meet,  and 
such  schoolmaster  to  remove  and  displace,  as  they  should  see  reasonable  cause, 
at  their  pleasure  ; and  after  the  appointment  of  such  schoolmaster,  should 
yearly,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  pay  over  by  equal  portions  to  the  said 
schoolmaster,  the  half-yearly  profits  of  the  premises,  all  taxes,  repairs  and 
charges  concerning  the  said  messuages,  or  making  new  conveyances  to  feoffees, 
and  other  reasonable  allowances  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school,  out  of 
the  rents  and  profits,  first  deducted ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  free  school 
should  be  called  the  Free  School  of  William  Perkins,  of  the  city  of  London, 
merchant  tailor,  of  Salford,  in  the  county  of  Warwick  ; and  that  the  said 
school  should  be  governed  by  such  orders  as  the  said  feoffees  should  make  from 
time  to  time  : And  it  was  thereby  further  declared,  that  there  should  be  taught 
and  catechized  freely,  and  without  reward,  in  the  said  school  for  ever,  all  the 
children  of  the  parishioners  of  Salford  Priors ; two  children  of  the  poorest 
inhabitants  of  King’s  Brome  ; two  of  Bidford  ; two  of  Priors  Cleeve  ; and  two 
of  Harvington  ; such  eight  poor  children  to  be  appointed,  and  their  places  filled 
up  upon  removal,  by  the  feoffees,  or  the  major  part  of  them : And  it  was 
covenanted,  that  when  any  of  the  said  feoffees,  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
Salford,  should  remove  out  of  the  said  parish  to  dwell  elsewhere,  they  should 
convey  their  interest  in  the  premises  to  the  residue  of  the  feoffees,  and  that 
when  any  six  or  more  of  the  said  feoffees,  or  their  successors,  should  be  dead 
or  departed  out  of  the  said  parish,  the  residue  should  appoint  out  of  the  most 
substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  so  many  others  as  would  make  up  the 
number  of  eleven  in  the  whole,  and  should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of 
the  said  eleven  persons,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid ; and  it  was 
further  agreed,vthat  two  collectors  should  be  yearly  chosen,  out  of  the  said 
feoffees,  by  the  major  part  of  them,  to  collect  the  rents  and  do  all  other  things 
necessary  about  the  premises. 

The  trusts  of  this  charity  are  continued  by  successive  conveyances,  the  last 
of  which  is  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  6th  and  7th  May  1825, 
whereby  John  Haywood,  George  Penrice,  Joseph  Clements,  and  Robert 
Woodward,  surviving  feoffees,  conveyed  the  said  trust  premises,  described  as 
four  houses  in  Church-street,  and  three  houses  in  Sheep-street,  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Haywood,  John  Shatter,  George  Henry 
Anderson,  William  Smith,  John  Slatter  the  younger,  George  Penrice  the 
younger,  John  Parry,  John  Edwards,  Thomas  Shailer  the  younger,  Samuel 
Thompson  Westcombe,  and  Thomas  Atkins,  their  heirs  and  assigns  ; upon 
trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  and  after  deducting 
thereout  all  taxes,  repairs  and  charges,  to  pay  and  apply  the  residue  half-yearly, 
at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  one-half  thereof  for  and  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  said  free  grammar  school,  and  the  other  half  thereof,  as  and  for  a salary 
for  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  and  instruct  in  the  said  school  without  further  fee 
or  reward,  in  the  Greek,  Latin  and  English  tongues,  all  children  of  the 
parishioners  of  Prior  Salford,  and  such  other  poor  children  of  the  poorest  inha- 
bitants of  the  towns  or  villages  of  King’s  Brome,  Bidford,  Priors  Cleeve,  and 
Harvington,  not  exceeding  eight  in  number,  (each  of  the  said  last  mentioned 
places  to  have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  such  children,)  as  the  trustees 
should  appoint,  as  the  most  proper  objects  of  such  charity,  and  upon  trust,  to 
})erform  all  other  trusts  mentioned  in  the  said  first  abstracted  indenture. 


and  towards  the  erection  and  establishment  of  a free  grammar  school,  within  ^ 


the  said  parish  of  Salford  Priors,  for  the  instruction  of  the  Greek,  Latin  and 


Rep.  15. 


3 Y4 
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Salford. 

Perkins’s 
, Free  School, 
continued. 

\ J 


Parker’s  Charity. 


540  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

The  trust  premises  now  consist  of  seven  houses  at  Stratford-upon-Avon, 

, occupied  by  yearly  tenants,  as  follows : — 


acre,  attached  to  it,)  at  the  rent  of 
John  Kemp  - - - - - 

Joseph  Dale  - - - - - 

Widow  West  . . - _ 

Elizabeth  Dale  - - _ - 

Mary  White  - - - - - 

George  Ford  - 


an 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

16  - - 

3 5- 

2 10  - 

2 15  - 

3 5- 

5 5- 

8 8 - 

£. 

41  8 - 

Of  these  houses,  the  five  first  (two  of  which  were  formerly  one  tenement)  are 
situate  in  Church-street,  and  adjoin  each  other  ; and  the  other  two  (of  which 
that  occupied  by  Mary  White  was  formerly  two  tenements)  in  Sheep-street. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  trustees,  that  in  the  year  1787,  the  rents 
amounted  to  22/.  9,s.  8c/.;  in  1788,  to  23/.  145.  2</.  ; in  1/90,  to  25/.  35.;  in 
1795,  to  25/.  55.;  in  1808,  to  39/.  155.  ; and  that  from  Lady-day  1814,  the 
present  rents  have  been  received.  Since  Lady-day  1808,  the  expense  attending 
the  repairs  of  the  premises  has  amounted  to  the  sum  of  180/.  5 s.  This  expense 
has  been  defrayed,  from  time  to  time,  by  deductions  from  the  rent,  with  the 
exception  of  the  sum  of  11/.  which  now  remains  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Penrice,  one 
of  the  feoffees  who  advanced  the  money  required  for  the  repairs.  The  cost  of 
the  last  trust  deeds,  amounting  to  20/.,  is  to  be  defrayed  by  the  overseers,  who 
are  to  be  reimbursed  by  a deduction  of  5/.  half-yearly,  from  the  rents.  The 
whole  of  the  rent,  after  the  necessary  deductions  for  repairs,  is  paid  over  to  the 
schoolmaster. 


The  houses  are  now  in  very  bad  repair ; the  roofs  especially,  are  in  sucii  had 
condition,  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  soon  to  take  some  effectual  means 
for  restoring  them.  It  is  conceived  by  the  parish  officers,  that  300/.  or  400/.  might 
be  borrowed,  and  applied  with  advantage  to  the  improvement  of  these  premises, 
and  that  such  an  increase  of  rent  might  be  obtained,  as  would  make  it  practi- 
cable soon  to  pay  off  the  debt. 

It  being  doubted,  whether  the  present  rents  were  the  fair  value  of  the  pre- 
mises, even  in  their  present  dilapidated  condition,  they  have,  at  our  suggestion, 
been  valued  by  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  an  appraiser,  who  states  those  occupied 
by  Butcher  to  be  worth  20/.  a year ; and  that  the  other  rents  are  equal  to  the 
present  value  of  the  respective  jjremises.  ^ 

The  instruction  now  given  in  the  school  is  a common  English  education, 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  There  are  at  present  no  inhabitants  in  the 
parishes  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  school,  who  are  in  a situation  to  require 
classical  instruction  for  their  children.  The  present  master  is  not  a graduate  of 
either  university,  nor  is  he  capable  of  giving  such  instruction,  if  required. 

The  school  is  open  to  the  children  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Salford;  and  chil- 
dren have  occasionally  been  sent  from  the  other  privileged  parishes.  At  the 
time  of  our  inquiry  (August  1825),  in  addition  to  the  children  from  Salford, 
there  were  two  from  Harrington,  but  none  from  the  other  three  parishes. 


Parker’s  Charity. 

The  returns  to  Parliament  in  1786,  mention,  among  the  charities  of  Salford, 
a rent-charge  of  4/.  given  by  the  wdll  of  William  Parker,  in  17^9,  for  hats  and 
coats  to  six  poor  men  or  boys  ; and  a further  rent-charge  of  6/.,  given  also  by 
the  will  of  William  Parker  in  I763,  for  the  same  purpose,  both  of  wdiich  charges 
were,  at  the  date  of  those  returns,  vested  in  Robert  Parker. 

There  are  no  documents  now'  extant  in  the  parish,  relative  to  either  of  the 
charities  thus  recorded  ; but  there  is  now  paid,  out  of  an  estate  at  Alcester, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Parkers,  since  the  property  of  Richard  Bloxam,  esq. 
and  now  of  his  son-in-law,  Thomas  Purton,  esq.,  surgeon,  of  Alcester,  an  annual 
^um  of  6/.  which  is  reputed  to  have  been  derived  from  a gift  of  Robert  Parker. 

This 
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Tiiis  annuity  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  six  coats,  which  are  given  to  six  poor 
men  of  Salford,  the  most  aged  and  needy,  in  rotation. 


Medley’s  Gift. 

There  is  a sum  of  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  Salford* 
i which  is  supposed  to  have  been  acquired  under  the  will  of  one  Joseph  Medley, 
who  died  the  2d  March  1756,  and  to  the  interest  of  which  the  poor  of  the  parish 
are  considered  to  have  a contingent  claim,  after  such  portion  as  may  be  required 
I for  the  repair  of  Medley’s  tomb,  in  Salford  church-yard,  has  been  so  applied. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  Medley’s  will ; and  all  the  information  we 
can  obtain  respecting  this  fund,  is  derived  from  two  letters,  addressed  by  Mr. 
C.  Purton,  of  Furnival’s-inn,  London,  to  Mr.  George  Penrice,  of  Salford ; the 
first,  dated  8th  February,  and  the  other,  2d  November  1808.  From  these  it 
appears,  that  an  action  had  been  brought  by  one  Mary  Field,  for  rent  alleged 
to  be  due  to  her  from  one  Joseph  Measy,  and  which  action  was  defended  by 
the  churchwardens  of  Salford ; that  after  notice  of  trial  had  been  given,  a com- 
promise took  place  between  the  churchwardens  and  Mrs.  Field,  and  an  agree- 
ment was  signed  to  this  effect,  viz. ; that  the  premises  in  dispute  should  be  sold, 
and  after  paying  the  expenses  attending  the  sale,  and  the  costs  of  the  parties 
on  both  sides,  and  putting  Medley’s  tomb  in  repair,  the  clear  residue  should  be 
equally  divided,  one  moiety  to  the  churchwardens,  to  keep  Medley’s  tomb  in 
repair,  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor ; and  the  other  moiety  to  be  paid  to  Mary 
Field.  That  the  premises  were  accordingly  sold,  and  the  following  account 
rendered  by  Mr.  Purton  ; — 


24th  September  1808. 

£.  s.  d. 

Purchase  money  . - - 

Interest  thereon  - - - 

Received  of  Mr.  Rawlins : 

116  - - 
25  6 - 

Paid  Mr.  Rawlins  (attorney  at 
Salford)  - - - - 

Paid  Parnell  (plaintiff’s  attor- 
ney) and  self  - 
Paid  Mrs.  Field  - - - 

Rent  from  Measy  - 

12  10  - 

Balance  sent  to  Mr.  Penrice 

£. 

152  16  - 

£. 

£.  s.  d, 

12  12  - 

8o  — 
20  26 

112  14  6 
40  1 6 

152  16  - 


Of  this  balance  19/.  19^.  was  paid  for  the  repair  of  the  tomb  of  Joseph  Medr- 
ley;  the  remaining  20/.  2^.  6d.  is  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens,  and 
there  is  now  due  6/.  for  interest  thereon.  9/.  18^.  has  been  since  expended 
upon  the  tomb  ; and  it  is  proposed  to  let  the  interest  accumulate  till  this  expense 
shall  have  been  defrayed,  and  then  to  apply  it  in  adding  the  gift  of  another 
coat  to  Parker’s  charity. 


Salford. 


Medley’s  Gift. 


PARISH  OF  SNITTERFIELD. 

Sir  Stephen  Hales’s  Charity. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  19th  January  I67I,  between  William  Ainge,  Snitterfield. 

of  Teddington,  in  the  parish  of  Alveston,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  of  the  

first  part ; Richard  Ainge,  the  elder  brother  of  the  said  William  Ainge,  of  the 
second  part ; George  Sheldon,  of  the  Dane  John,  in  or  near  the  city  of  Can- 
terbury,  esquire,  dame  Elizabeth  Hales,  relict  of  Sir  Stephen  Hales,  late  of 
Snitterfield,  in  the  said  county  of  Warwick,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  then  wife 
of  the  said  George  Sheldon,  Daniel  Dun,  esquire,  John  Stanton,  esquire,  and 
Edward  Cookes,  gentleman,  and  Thomas  Townsend,  gentleman,  of  the  third 
part ; it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  100  /.  to  the  said 
V\  illiam  Ainge  paid  by  the  said  George  Sheldon,  and  dame  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
for  the  absolute  purchase  of  the  lands  in  the  said  deed  thereafter  mentioned,  to 
Rep.  15.  3 Z the 


Snitterfield. 


Sir  Stephen  Hales’s 
Charity, 
continued. 
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the  intent  and  purpose  that  the  said  lands  might  be  settled,  assured  and  conveyed, 
to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Snitterfield  aforesaid,  accordino- 
to  the  effect,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a certain  clause  contained  and  expressed 
in  and  by  a certain  indenture,  bearing  date  the  SOth  April  1664,  made  between 
the  said  Sir  Stephen  Hales,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Daniel  Dun 
of  the  other  part,  and  according  to  the  effect  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
the  said  Sir  Stephen  Hales,  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  September  1668,  the  said 
Richard  Ainge,  by  the  consent  and  at  the  request  of  the  said  William  Ainge, 
testified  by  his  being  a party  to  and  executing  the  same,  granted  and  enfeoffed 
to  the  said  George  Sheldon,  Daniel  Dun,  James  Stanton,  Edward  Cookes,  and 
Thomas  Townsend,  all  that  meadow  or  parcel  of  mowing  ground,  with  the 
appurtenances,  containing,  by  estimation,  two  days  math  and  an  half,  commonly 
called  Little  Lechmore,  lying  in  Alveston  and  Teddington  aforesaid,  or  in  one 
or  both  of  them,  and  then  or  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Ainge,  his  assigns 
or  under-tenants ; to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  ever. 


There  is  no  further  declaration  of  trust  in  the  above  deed.  Another  deed 
was  produced  from  the  church  chest,  apparently  relating  to  this  property,  but 
the  writing  of  which  was  so  obliterated  by  damp,  that  neither  the  date  nor 
purport  of  it  could  be  ascertained. 

A benefaction  table  in  the  church  records  the  charity  in  the  following  terms, 
videlicet : — 

“ 1668. — Sir  Stephen  Hales,  of  the  honourable  order  of  the  Bath,  knight, 
late  lord  of  the  manor  of  Snitterfield,  did  give  and  bequeath,  by  his  last  will 
and  testament,  the  sum  of  100/.  to  buy  a parcel  of  land  of  inheritance  equi- 
valent to  that  sum,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Snitterfield  aforesaid,  for  ever.” 


The  parcel  of  land  conveyed  by  the  above  abstracted  deed,  consists  of  rather 
more  than  two  acres  of  meadow'  in  Alverton,  and  is  now  held  by  Samuel  Richards, 
as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rent  of  9/-,  which  appears  to  be  the 
fair  value. 

The  rent  is  paid  over  to  the  minister  of  Snitterfield  soon  after  Christmas.  It 
was  formerly  given  away,  with  other  money  collected  for  the  purpose,  in  bread, 
at  one  distribution.  Since  the  present  curate  has  been  resident,  conceiving  this 
to  have  been  purchased  with  William  Cookes’s  benefaction,  hereafter  mentioned, 
he  has  thought  it  would  be  more  consistent  with  the  terms  of  that  gift  to  give 
this  charity  to  four  poor  people  of  the  parish  only,  and  he  has  accordingly  so 
applied  it,  giving  to  four  poor  parishioners  one  hundred  w'eight  of  coals  and 
a quartern  loaf  of  bread  to  each,  as  long  as  the  money  would  last,  and  changing 
the  objects  of  charity  every  year. 

Evans’s  Charity. 

Evans’s  Charity.  The  benefaction  table  further  records,  under  the  date  of  1682,  that  William 
Evans,  some  time  vicar  of  the  parish,  bequeathed  the  sura  of  10/.  to  be  put  to 
use  into  sufficient  hands,  the  interest  of  one  moiety  to  be  employed  in  mending 
highways,  especially  churchways,  and  metiding  w'atering  places  for  cattle  in  the 
said  parish ; and  the  interest  of  the  other  moiety  in  repairing  the  schoolhouse 
standing  in  or  near  the  church-yard. 

This  sum  of  10/.  was,  till  lately,  in  the  hands  of  a person  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  paid  interest  for  it.  He  paid  it  in  about  two  years  ago,  since  which 
time  it  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens,  by  whom  no  interest 
has  hitherto  been  specifically  paid  for  it. 

The  receipt  of  the  interest  w'as  formerly  entered  in  the  churchwarden’s  book, 
and  regularly  accounted  for.  This  appears  to  have  been  discontinued  since 
1747.  About  two  years  ago,  when  the  money  was  paid  in,  305.  was  received 
for  interest,  which  was  applied  by  the  then  churchwardens  in  repairing  the 
churchways.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  school-house  now  standing. 

We  suggested  to  the  churchw'ardens  the  necessity  of  again  rendering  this 
fund  productive,  by  setting  it  out  at  interest,  or  paying  interest  for  it,  while  it 
■ shall  remain  in  their  hands. 


William 
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William  Cookes’s  Charity. 

It  is  further  stated  on  the  benefaction  table,  under  the  date  of  1649,  that  Snitterfield. 
William  Cookes,  of  Ingon,  bequeathed  the  sum  of  forty  marks,  out  of  his  estate,  's 

to  be  employed  in  purchasing  land  for  the  benefit  of  four  poor  people  of  cimrit^. 
Snitterfield.  ^ 

In  the  returns  of  I78G,  it  is  stated,  that  this  money  was  lost,  having  been  in 
the  hands  of  a Mr.  M‘Ginnis,  about  55  years  then  past. 

An  idea  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  the  parish,  that  the  land  purchased  with 
Sir  Stephen  Hales’s  charity,  above  mentioned,  was  in  fact  purchased  with 
Cookes’s  gift,  and  under  this  impression,  the  present  lord  of  the  manor,  Robert 
Philips,  esquire,  instituted  an  inquiry  about  two  years  ago,  in  order  to  discover 
what  had  become  of  Sir  Stephen  Hales’s  legacy,  and  upon  application  to 
Richard  Smith,  esquire,  of  the  Would  House,  in  Snitterfield,  and  to  John  Worley, 
an  ancient  inhabitant  of  Snitterfield,  of  the  age  of  88  years,  he  found  from  them 
the  tradition  of  the  place  to  be,  that  the  said  100/.  was,  soon  after  it  was  be- 
queathed, placed  in  the  hands  of  one  Magennis,  then  resident  in  the  Would 
House,  and  supposed  to  be  a wealthy  farmer;  that  in  consequence  of 
misfortunes  which  befel  him,  and  his  suddenly  disappearing,  the  said  money  was 
irrecoverably  lost,  together  with  the  writings  containing  the  particulars  of  the 
bequest,  and  the  names  of  the  trustees  originally  appointed  to  fulfil  it. 

As  we  have  shown  above,  that  Sir  Stephen  Hales’s  legacy  was  duly  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  land,  which  is  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  charity,  and  the 
purchase  deeds  of  which  are  among  the  parish  documents,  it  is  clear  that  the 
foregoing  information  was  not  properly  referable  to  that  charity ; it  must 
therefore  be  presumed  to  have  related  to  Cookes’s. 


PARISH  OF  SPERNALL. 

Allen’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Allen,  by  will,  dated  21st  November  1723,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  Spemall. 

parish  of  Spernall,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  10  5.  a-year,  for  ever,  to  be  paid  , 

out  of  his  estate  of  inheritance  at  Great  Alne,  by  two  equal  portions,  that  is,  Ellens  Chanty. 

5 s.  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  and  5 s.  on  Good  Friday,  at  the  disposition  of  his 

executors. 

This  annuity  is  now  paid  by  Mr.  Stephen  Morgan,  the  present  owner  of  the 
estate  charged  therewith.  The  money  is  paid  to  the  churchwarden,  who,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  minister,  distributes  it  on  Good  Friday,  in  conjunction 
with  Saunders’s  charity,  next  mentioned,  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  small 
sums,  of  about  2 5.  each. 

Saunders’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  in  an  old  parish  register,  that  Jolm  Saunders,  who  died  in  the  year  Saunders’s  Charity. 
1709,  left  the  sum  of  10/.  the  yearly  interest  of  which  he  directed  to  be  given 
to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  for  ever. 

Another  entry  in  the  register,  under  the  date  of  April  4th,  1803,  states,  that 
John  Saunders’s  benefaction  of  10/.  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  rector,  for 
which  he  had  given  an  acknowledgment  to  the  churchwarden  and  overseer. 

This  money  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  rector,  the  Rev.  John  Chambers,  who 
pays  interest  for  it  at  the  rate  of  5 /.  per  cent.  The  interest,  amounting  to 
10^.  is  annually  distributed  with  Allen’s  charity-money,  in  the  manner  above 
specified. 

Mrs.  Bate’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Ann  Bate,  in  the  year  1806,  gave  the  sum  of  20/.  into  the  hands  of  the  Mrs.  Bate’s 
present  rector,  Mr.  Chambers,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish.  Charity, 

at  his  discretion. 
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This  donation  was  invested  on  the  13th  May  1806,  on  the  security  of  the  tolls 
of  the  turnpike  road  from  Stratford  to  Bromsgrove.  It  originally  bore  interest 
at  51.  per  cent ; but  a recent  communication  has  been  received  from  the  trustees 
of  that  road,  of  their  intention  to  reduce  the  interest  to  four  and  a half  per 
cent,  or  to  pay  up  the  principal  at  the  end  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  th^t 
notice,  viz.  29th  November  1824. 


The  interest  hitherto  received,  amounting  to  205.  per  annum,  has  been  dis- 
tributed in  small  sums  of  money  among  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  the  month  of 
June,  shortly  after  the  receipt  of  it. 


PARISH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

BOROUGH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

Charities  arising  under,  or  connected  with,  the  Charter  op 

King  Edward  VI. 

Stratford-upon-  By  the  charter,  granted  by  King  Edward  the  Sixth,  to  the  borough  of  Strat- 
Avon.  ford-upon-Avon,  dated  the  28th  of  June,  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign  ; it  is 

Chariti^risin  recited,  that  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  was  an  ancient  borough,  in 

unde^or  coTOected  which  a certain  guild  was  theretofore  founded,  and  endowed  with  divers  lands, 
with  the  Chatter  tenements  and  possessions,  out  of  the  rents,  revenues,  and  profits  whereof  a cer- 
of  King  Edward  VI.  tain  free  grammar  school  for  the  education  of  boys  there,  was  maintained  and 
supported,  and  a certain  almshouse  there,  consisting  of  24  poor  people  therein  to 
be  kept,  was  likewise  maintained  and  supported,  and  a certain  great  stone  bridge 
called  Stratford  Bridge,  built  over  the  Avon,  was  from  time  to  time  kept  up  and 
repaired,  which  said  guild  was  then  dissolved,  and  the  lands,  tenements,  and 
possessions  thereof,  had  lately  come  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  and  were  then  in 
his  hands  ; and  further,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Stratford  afore- 
said from  time  immemorial  had  had  and  enjoyed  divers  franchises,  liberties, 
free  customs,  jurisdictions,  privileges,  exemptions  and  immunities,  by  reason 
and  pretence  of  the  aforesaid  guild,  and  by  reason  and  pretence  of  charters, 
grants  and  confirmations  of  ancient  time  made  by  the  king’s  progenitors  to 
the  masters  and  brethren  of  the  said  guild,  and  otherwise,  which  the  said  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  borough  could  not  then  hold  and  enjoy,  for  that  the  said  guild 
was  dissolved,  and  for  other  causes  to  the  said  king  then  appearing,  by  means 
whereof  it  was  likely  that  the  borough  aforesaid  and  the  government  thereof 
would  fall  into  a worse  state,  from  time  to  time,  if  a remedy  thereto  was  not 
speedily  provided ; whereupon  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  had 
humbly  besought  the  said  king,  that  he  would  extend  his  grace  and  favour  to 
them,  for  the  bettering  the  aforesaid  borough  and  the  government  thereof,  and 
for  the  supporting  of  the  great  charges  which  they  from  time  to  time  were  bound 
and  ought  to  sustain  and  perform,  and  that  he  would  esteem  them,  the  inhabi- 
tants, worthy  to  be  made,  reduced,  and  erected  into  a body  corporate  and 
politic. 

The  charter  then  proceeds  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  by 
the  name  of  the  bailiff  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  ; 
and  after  various  clauses  relative  to  the  constitution  of  thje  corporation,  it  pro- 
ceeds to  state,  that  his  said  majesty,  desiring  and  willing,  that  the  said  almshouse 
in  the  said  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  should  be  thereafter  better  main- 
tained and  supported,  and  that  the  free  grammar  school  for  the  instruction  and 
education  of  boys  and  youth  there  should  be  thereafter  kept  up  and  maintained 
as  theretofore  it  used  to  be,  and  that  the  great  charges  of  the  borough  aforesaid, 
and  to  the  same  and  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  yearly  and  from  time  to  time 
incident,  might  be  thereafter  the  better  sustained  and  supported,  granted  to  the 
bailiff  of  the  said  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  to  the  burgesses  of  the 
same  borough,  and  their  successors,  all  those  his  messuages,  mills,  houses.  Sec. 
with  their  appurtenances,  in  the  occupation  of  7J  different  tenants,  therein 
named,  situate  in  Church  Street,  Chapel  Street,  Sheep  Street,  Bancroft,  High 
Street,  Ele  Street,  Rather  Street,  Green  Hill,  Wood  Street,  Henley  Street, 

Wyndeford, 
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Wyndeford,  Burgess  Street,  and  Middle  Row,  in  Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  and  elsewhere  wheresoever  in  Stratford-upon-Avon  afore- 
said, which  were  parcel  of  tlie  possessions  and  revenues  of  the  late  guild  of  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon then  dissolved,  and  all  those  rents  and  services  late  parcels  of 
the  possessions  and  revenues  of  the  said  guild,  issuing  out  of  the  lands  and  tene- 
- ments  of  nine  several  persons  therein  mentioned,  in  Stratford-upon-Avon  afore- 
said, and  also  the  tithes  of  corn,  grain  and  hay,  and  other  tithes  arising  in  Wyl- 
mecote,  in  the  said  county,  to  the  said  late  guild  theretofore  belonging ; also  a 
messuage  in  Shottery,  in  the  said  county  of  Warwick  ; also  a croft  of  land  in 
Dodwell,  in  the  said  county ; also  a messuage  in  Burgetown,  in  the  said  county 
also  a croft  of  land  in  Burgetown,  aforesaid,  all  described  as  to  the  said  late  guild 
theretofore  belonging ; and  also,  all  that  the  late  chapel,  called  the  Guild  Chapel, 
in  Stratford-upon-Avon,  to  the  said  late  guild  theretofore  belonging,  and  the  belfry 
adjoining  thereto  ; and  all  other,  the  messuages.  See.  lands,  tenements,  tithes, 
&c.  in  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Wylmecote,  Shottery,  Burgetown,  Dodwell  and 
Drayton  aforesaid,  and  elsewhere  wheresoever,  to  the  said  late  guild  belonging, 
or  as  part  of  the  possessions  or  revenues  thereof  known  or  reputed ; and  all 
woods,  &c.  reversions  and  rents,  or  yearly  profits,  whatsoever,  as  fully  and  in  as 
ample  manner  and  form  as  any,  the  master  and  brethren  of  the  said  late  guild, 
had  held  or  enjoyed  the  same,  and  as  fully  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as 
the  same  had  come  to  the  hands  of  the  said  king,  by  reason  or  pretence  of 
a certain  Act,  concerning  divers  chauntries,  &c.  passed  in  the  first  year  of  his 
reign,  which  said  messuages,  mills,  tithes,  lands,  tenements,  and  other  the  pre- 
mises, were  then  extended  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  46/.  3 s.  d.  ; to  hold  the 
same  to  the  said  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  of  his  said 
majesty,  and  his  successors,  as  of  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich.  And  by  the 
said  charter  it  was  further  ordained,  that  the  almshouse  in  the  said  borough 
should  thereafter  be  continued  by  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors, 
with  24  poor  persons,  men  and  women,  continually  to  be  maintained  in  the 
same  ; and  that  the  bailiff  and  burgesses  for  the  time  being,  should  pay  to  every 
one  of  the  said  poor  persons,  4d.  every  week,  and  that  the  same  poor  people 
should  have  their  habitations  in  the  said  almshouse,  and  all  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  other  commodities,  emoluments  and  profits,  which  beyond  the  said 
4d.  to  every  of  them  weekly,  they  had  theretofore  had,  and  been  accustomed 
to  have ; and  further,  that  the  said  bailiff  and  burgesses  should  have  the  order- 
ing and  governing  of  the  said  almshouse,  and  of  the  poor  persons  dwelling 
therein.  And  it  was  further  ordained,  that  thereafter  there  should  be  one  free 
grammar  school,  for  the  instruction  and  education  of  children  and  youth  in  the 
said  borough,  to  be  continued  for  ever  ; and  the  bailiff  and  burgesses  of  the  same 
borough  and  their  successors,  should  pay  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  same 
school,  20/.  for  his  salary  and  stipend,  on  the  four  usual  quarterly  days,  by  even 
portions  ; and  that  the  appointment  of  the  schoolmaster  should  belong  to  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  said  borough  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  for  the  time  being. 

And  by  the  said  charter,  his  said  majesty  further  granted  to  the  bailiff  and 
burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  their  successors,  all 
tithes  of  grain  and  hay,  growing  in  the  towns  and  fields  of  Old  Stratford,  Wel- 
combe,  and  Bishopton,  in  the  said  county  of  Warwick,  late  to  the  college  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  the  said  county,  belonging,  and  parcel  of  the  posses- 
sions thereof ; and  also,  all  tithes  of  wool,  lambs,  and  other  small  and  privy 
’ tithes  and  oblations  and  altarages,  coming  or  renewing,  within  the  whole  parish 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon  aforesaid,  and  to  the  said  college  theretofore  belonging; 
which  tithes,  oblations  and  altarages,  were  then  extended  to  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  34/. ; to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  bailiff  and  burgesses,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, for  ever,  of  the  said  king,  his  heirs  and  successors,  as  of  his  manor  of 
East  Greenwich  ; And  his  said  majesty,  by  his  royal,  supreme  and  ecclesi- 
astical authority,  wherewith  he  was  invested,  did  thereby  grant  to  the  said  bailiff 
and  burgesses,  that  they  and  their  successors  should  hold  and  enjoy,  and  to  their 
own  proper  use  convert  the  aforesaid  tithes,  oblations  and  altarages,  and  every 
parcel  thereof,  as  fully,  and  in  as  ample,  and  in  like  manner  and  form  as  the 
late  warden  of  the  said  late  college  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  or  his  predecessors, 
in  right  of  the  same  late  college  had  held  and  enjoyed,  and  converted  to  their 
own  proper  uses,  the  said  tithes,  oblations  and  altarages : In  consideration  of 
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all  which  things,  his  said  majesty  did  ordain,  and  the  said  bailiff  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  borough,  for  them  and  their  successors,  did  grant,  by  those  pre- 
sents, that  they  and  their  successors  should,  yearly,  pay  to  a perpetual  vicar, 
in  the  parish  church  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  aforesaid,  by  the  said  king  by 
those  presents  to  be  incorporated,  and  by  the  said  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
of  King  Edward  VI.  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  nominated,  and  to  his 

^ continued. ^ successors,  vicai's  in  the  same  church,  20/.  a-year,  to  be  paid  at  Michaelmas 

and  Lady-day,  by  even  portions,  in  the  name  of  a certain  yearly  pension,  for  the 
endowment  of  his  vicarage,  to  be  assigned  and  appointed ; and  also  405. 
a-year,  besides  the  said  20/.  for  the  tenths  of  the  same  pension  or  endowment 
of  the  said  vicarage,  to  be  paid  by  the  said  vicar  and  his  successors  to  his 
said  majesty  ; And  also,  that  the  same  bailiff  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors, 
should,  yearly,  pay  to  the  master  or  teacher  of  his  said  majesty’s  school  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  by  him  by  those  present  likewise  to  be  erected  and  incor- 
porated, and  by  the  said  duke,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  said  borough, 
to  be  nominated,  and  to  his  successors,  masters  or  teachers  of  the  same 
school,  20/.  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  by  even  portions;  And  that  the  same 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  immediately  after  the  sealing  of  the  same  letters  patent, 
should  make,  or  cause  to  be  made  sufficient  several  donations  and  grants,  as 
well  to  the  said  vicar  and  master  or  teacher,  and  to  each  of  them,  and  their 
successors,  for  convenient  houses,  habitations  or  mansions,  within  the  said 
town  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  for  the  several  habitations  and  mansions  of  the 
same  vicar  and  master  or  teacher,  by  deed  of  the  same  bailiff  and  burgesses, 
under  their  common  seal  ; and  that  the  same  bailiff  and  burgesses,  at  their  own 
proper  charges,  should  yearly,  for  ever,  find  and  pay  to  a chaplain,  being  a 
priest  in  the  said  parish  church  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  yearly,  for  ever,  to 
serve  and  assist  the  said  vicar,  10/.  for  his  stipend  and  salary,  at  Michaelmas 
and  Lady-day,  by  even  portions. 


And  hiS  said  majesty,  by  his  royal  authority,  supreme  and  ecclesiastical,  did 
further  grant,  that  within  the  parish  church  of  Stratford-upon-Avon  aforesaid, 
there  should  be  a perpetual  vicar,  by  the  said  Duke  of  Northumberland,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of  the  same  town,  to  be  nominated,  and  to  the  ordinary 
and  diocesan  of  that  place  to  be  presented,  who,  in  the  place  of  rector,  should 
be  resident  there,  and  have  the  cure  of  the  souls  of  the  parishioners,  and  do 
and  perform  all  things  appertaining  to  the  office  of  rector  or  vicar ; and  that  the 
same  vicar,  and  his  successors,  should  be  persons  capable  in  law  to  receive  and 
purchase  to  them,  and  their  successors,  from  the  said  bailiff  and  burgesses,  a 
certain  annual  pension  or  annuity  of  20/.  by  the  year,  for  the  endowment  of 
his  vicarage  there,  and  405.  a year  for  the  tenths  of  the  said  vicarage,  with  a 
clause  of  distress  for  the  security  of  the  payment  of  the  said  annual  rents,  and 
of  either  of  them,  and  by  the  same  name,  of  perpetual  vicar  of  the  parish  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  to  sue  and  be  sued. 


And  his  said  majesty,  induced  by  the  singular  love  and  affection  which  he 
bore  to  the  youthfull  subjects  of  his  realm  in  the  said  county  of  Warwick,  did  , 
thereby  create,  found  and  establish  a certain  free  grammar  school  in  the  said 
town  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  to  consist  of  one  master  or  teacher,  for  ever 
inviolably  to  be  observed  ; and  ordained,  that  the  said  school  should  be  com- 
monly called.  The  King’s  New  School  of  Stratford-upon-Avon ; and  that  in 
the  same  school  there  should  be  a master  or  teacher,  to  be  nominated  and 
appointed  by  the  said  Duke  of  Northumberland,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  lords  of 
the  said  borough,  to  be  called  the  Master  or  Pedagogue  of  the  Free  School  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon  ; and  that  the  same  master  and  his  successors  should  have 
perpetual  succession,  and  be  persons  capable  to  receive  and  purchase  to  them 
and  their  successors,  from  the  aforesaid  bailiff  and  burgesses,  a certain  yearly 
rent,  pension  or  annuity,  of  20/.  by  the  year,  with  a clause  of  distress  for  the 
security  of  the  payment  thereof ; as  also,  whatsoever  other  lands,  tenements  and 
hereditaments,  from  whatsoever  person  or  persons,  beyond  the  said  yearly  rent 
of  20/.,  so  that  they  should  not  exceed  the  yearly  value  of  20/.* 

Before 


1 


* As  some  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  construction  of  this  charter,  among  the  parties  interested  in  the 
disposal  of  the  property  granted  thereby,  we  have  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  a copy  of  such  parts  of  tlie 
original  charter  as  relate  to  any  charitable  uses. 
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Before  we  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  extent  of  responsibility  imposed 
on  the  corporation  by  this  charter,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  different  esta- 
blishments or  charitable  trusts  created  or  continued  thereby,  and  consequently 
in  the  management  of  the  property  from  which  they  were  to  derive  the  means  of 
discharging  those  duties,  it  will  be  most  convenient  to  give  an  account  of  those 
several  establishments  and  trusts,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  corporation 
have  actually  conducted  themselves  in  the  maintenance  and  discharge  thereof. 

They  may  be  considered  as  consisting  of  the  following  particulars  : — 

The  almshouses. 

The  free  grammar  school. 

The  stipend  and  residence  of  the  vicar. 

The  stipend  of  the  chaplain. 

The  repair  of  the  stone  bridge  over  the  Avon  ; though  it  may  be  doubted, 
as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  whether  the  latter  is  to  be  considered  as  a trust 
under  the  charter. 

1.  The  almshouses. 

The  almshouses  comprise  22  dwellings,  upon  two  floors  ; the  lower  dwellings 
consist  of  one  room,  with  a closet  or  small  room  behind  ; the  upper  apartments 
are  over  the  large  apartments  in  the  lower  dwellings,  and  are  accessible  by  a 
gallery,  which  runs  over  the  closets  belonging  to  the  latter.  The  apartments 
are  spacious  and  comfortable,  and  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and  supplied  with 
stoves,  the  rest  of  the  furniture  being  provided  by  the  occupiers.  There  never 
were  more  than  22  dwellings,  but  24  almspeople  have  always  been  maintained 
by  the  corporation.  There  are  generally  among  them,  two  at  least,  who,  from 
age  and  impotence,  are  better  taken  care  of  by  their  relations,  than  they  would 
be  if  living  alone  in  the  almshouses.  The  almspeople  now  consist  of  12  men 
and  12  women.  The  proportions  used  to  vary;  but  since  the  gift  of  Sir  Hugh 
Clopton  (hereafter  mentioned),  which  directs  the  provision  of  coats  for  12  men, 
and  gowns  for  12  women,  the  numbers  have  always  been  equal.  There  is  a 
bye-law,  by  which  it  is  directed,  that  the  almspeople  shall  be  taken  from  the 
borough,  (which  lies  within,  and  in  local  extent,  forms  but  a small  part  of  the 
parish  of  Stratford-upon-Avon ;)  but  if  any  cases,  that  appear  particularly  eligible, 

! occur  from  other  parts  of  the  parish,  they  are  received. 

i There  is  no  limit  of  age  at  which  the  almspeople  become  eligible  ; but  the 
‘ oldest  candidates  are  generally  preferred.  The  present  almspeople  are  all  aged. 

, The  women  are  almost  invariably  widows.  They  are  elected  at  a corporate 
! meeting,  such  meetings  being  constituted  of  12  of  the  common  council,  of  whom 
the  mayor  must'  be  one.  Upon  a vacancy  taking  place,  ten  days  or  a fortnight 
I are  allowed  for  applications  to  be  sent  in.  The  names  of  all  who  apply  are 
' entered  on  the  list,  and  they  are  then  ballotted  for. 

These  almspeople  now  receive  from  the  corporation  a weekly  stipend  of  5s. 
each.  It  has  been  increased  to  this,  at  various  times,  from  the  original  sum  of 
4fi.  a week  directed  by  the  charter.  The  last  increase  was  in  1813,  previously 
; to  which  the  stipend  was  3 s.  6d.  each  per  week.  Upon  the  appointment  of  a 
I new  almsperson,  he  or  she  receives  any  arrear  that  may  have  accrued  during 
the  vacancy. 

They  receive  some  other  emoluments  under  the  following  charities,  with  which 
additions  it  seems  that  they  are  at  present  sufficiently  provided  for  : — 

Lord’s  Charity. — Richard  Lord^  and  Emmota,  his  wife,  by  deed  of  feoff- 
I ment,  bearing  date  the  4th  of  April,  in  the  first  and  second  year  of  Philip  and 
1 Mary,  granted  to  William  Whately,  bailiff  of  the  town  of  Stratford-upon-Avon, 

I George  Whately,  high  alderman  of  the  same  borough,  John  Jefferys  the  elder, 

' Robert  More,  Richard  Hyll,  and  John  Jefferys  the  younger,  their  heirs  and 

! assigns,  a close  or  toft  of  land  with  the  appurtenances  in  Stratford  aforesaid, 

I lying  between  two  lanes  there,  called  Eversham  Lane  and  Myll  Lane,  to  the 
I use,  intent  and  purpose,  contained  in  a certain  schedule  to  the  said  deed,  “ con- 
! raining  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Richard  Lord,  and  Emmota,  his 
I wife.”  The  will,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  schedule  (according  to  the  recital 
j thereof  in  a subsequent  feoffment  in  trust,  made  the  4th  January,  37  Elizabeth, 
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Stratford-upon-  was  to  the  following  purport:  “This  is  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Avon.  Richard  Lord,  and  Emmota,  his  w^ife,  touching  and  concerning  the  said  close 
Chariti^risin  appurtenances  ; first,  we,  the  said  Richard  Lord,  and 

under  orSnncS  Emmota,  do  will  and  ordain,  by  this  our  last  will  and  testament,  that  the  said 
with  the  Charter  William  Wliately,  and  his  co-feoffees,  shall  yearly  permit  and  suffer  the  cham- 
of  King  Edward  VI.  bei  lain  of  Stratford,  for  the  time  being,  to  collect  and  gather  the  rents,  issues 
^ contimicd.  ^ profits  of  the  said  close  or  croft  of  land,  and  the  same  yearly  to  bestow 
and  distribute  to  the  use  of  the  four-and-twenty  poor  almspeople  of  Stratford 
aforesaid,  at  the  discretion  and  appointment  of  the  bailiff  and  chief  aldermen 
for  the  time  being  ; and  that  when  the  said  William  Whately,  and  other  of  his 
co-feoffees,  to  the  number  of  three  or  four  shall  die,  then  we  will,  that  the  other 
three  or  two  feoffees  remaining  shall  make  a new  feoffment  of  all  the  said  close 
or  toft  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  other  honest  discreet  persons  of  the 
same  borough  of  Stratford,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  the  uses, 
purposes  and  intents  before  limited  and  appointed  in  this  present  schedule  of 
our  last  will.’’ 

These  trusts  are  continued  by  subsequent  conveyances,  the  last  of  which  is 
by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  10th  and  11th  October  1823, 
whereby  Richard  Allen,  heir  at  law  of  the  surviving  trustee  in  the  preceding 
trust  deed,  conveyed  the  premises  by  the  description  of  “ a close  or  toft  of  land, 
now  converted  into  garden  ground,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  the 
borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  commonly  called  the  Poor’s  Close,  with  all 
ways,  &c.”,  to  James  Saunders,  mayor,  John  Lord,  alderman,  and  John  Gill, 
John  Higgins,  Thomas  Ashwin,  William  Smith,  David  Rice,  and  John  Conolly, 
burgesses,  of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon 
trust,  to  fulfil  that  part  of  the  will  of  Richard  Lord,  and  Emmota,  his  wife, 
that  concerns  the  said  close  or  toft  of  land  and  premises. 

This  close  of  land  lies  at  the  western  part  of  the  town,  adjoining  the  road 
leading  to  Evesham,  and  contains  about  three  acres.  It  was  formerly  let  for 
51.  a year,  and  afterwards  for  10/.  In  the  year  1816  it  was  converted  into 
garden  ground,  and  divided  into  30  gardens,  which  were  let  at  9,1.  9s.  each. 
This  continued  till  Michaelmas  1821,  when  it  was  found,  that  the  occupiers  of 
these  gardens  could  not,  in  general,  afford  to  pay  these  rents,  many  of  which 
were  in  arrear,  and  it  was  therefore  thought  expedient  to  let  the  whole  to  one 
tenant.  It  was  accordingly  let  to  Mr.  John  Allen,  mason,  at  the  clear  annual 
rent  of  24/.  The  taxes  and  other  outgoings,  amount  to  at  least  4/.  a year,  and 
the  tenant  also  undertakes  to  keep  the  hedges  in  repair. 

This  charity  has  for  many  years  been  under  the  management  of  Mr.  John 
Lord,  one  of  the  corporation,  and  also  one  of  the  trustees;  and  the  rent  of  24/. 
was  fixed  by  him  as  an  adequate  rent.  Allen  underlets  the  land,  in  plots  of 
garden  ground,  to  the  number  of  about  30,  some  of  them  for  as  much  as  30 
a piece ; but  he  has  great  trouble  in  collecting  the  rent.  The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  payment  of  these  small  rents,  and  the  hopelessness  of  any  legal 
measures  for  the  recovery  of  them,  were  the  reasons  that  induced  the  trustees 
to  alter  the  mode  of  letting.  It  does  not  on  the  whole  appear  to  us  to  have  beeu 
an  improvident  measure. 

Many  years  ago  some  timber  was  cut  upon  this  land,  and  sold  to  the  trustees 
of  Tyler’s  charity,  hereafter  mentioned,  for  20/.  ; this  was  at  the  time  of  the 
inclosure  of  the  common  lands  in  Stratford,  and  the  timber  was  wanted  by  those 
trustees  for  making  fences.  Tyler’s  trustees  pay  to  Lord’s  trustees,  1/.  a year, 
as  the  interest  of  this  money,  which  makes  the  present  income  of  Lord’s 
charity  951.  a year.  This  is  divided  among  the  almspeople,  being  to  each 
1 /.  05.  lOd. 

Lucas’s  Charity. — Thomas  Lucas,  by  will,  dated  the  30th  April  1625,  gave 
to  Daniel  Baker  and  William  Smith,  and  their  heirs,  his  house  in  Ciiurch- 
street,  or  at  the  end  of  Chappel-street,  upon  trust,  that,  satisfying  themselves 
for  their  pains,  they  should  yearly  pay  to  the  almspeople  of  Stratford  the  profit 
thereof,  and  that  in  a short  time  before  either  of  them  should  die,  they  should 
make  a feoffment  to  divers  other  sufficient  inhabitants,  to  the  same  uses  and 
upon  the  same  trust. 
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By  indenture,  dated  the  11th  October  l66l,  between  the  said  William  Smith* 
of  the  one  part ; and  Thomas  Green,  bailiff,  of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  Francis  Smith,  and  three  others,  aldermen  of  the  said  borough,  Richard 
Ainge  and  another,  capital  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  of  the  other  part ; 
after  reciting  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Lucas,  as  above  abstracted,  the  said 
William  Smith  conveyed  the  said  house  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  said  will ; and  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  covenanted  with  the  said  William  Smith,  that  when  it  should 
happen,  that  the  said  trustees,  to  the  number  of  four  or  five  persons  should  die, 
then  the  other  three  or  two  surviving  would,  at  the  request  of  the  bailiff,  aider- 
men  and  chief  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being,  make  a new  feoffment  to  seven,  eight, 
or  ten  other  honest  and  discreet  persons  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  said  bailiff  aldermen  and  chief  burgesses,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  for  the  time  being ; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  to  the  use  and  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Lucas. 
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The  premises  have  been  duly  transmitted  from  time  to  time  to  new  trustees, 
and  ultimately,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  9th  and  10th  December 
1818,  were  vested  in  Thomas  Mills,  mayor,  Thomas  Shelden,  William  Chatta- 
way,  John  Hitchman,  John  Tasker,  James  Pritchard,  and  William  Burman, 
aldermen,  and  James  Saunders,  John  Gill,  Benjamin  Townsend,  Thomas 
Burman,  and  George  William  John  England,  capital  burgesses  of  the  borough 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will. 

The  property  derived  from  this  charity  forms  part  of  a house  in  the  old  town, 
on  lease  to  Mrs.  Sarah  West  for  41  years  from  Lady-day  1818.  The  house 
originally  given  by  Lucas,  has  been  taken  down,  and  the  present  house,  which 
is  a large  one,  built,  partly  on  the  site  of  Lucas’s  house,  and  partly  on  ground 
belonging  to  the  corporation.  The  division  of  the  premises  is  marked  upon 
a ground  plan,  delineated  on  the  back  of  the  lease.  Previously  to  this  lease 
being  granted,  Mrs.  West  held  the  premises  for  a term  of  41  years  from  Lady- 
day  1792,  at  a rent  of  1/.  for  the  portion  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  12  s.  for 
that  belonging  to  the  corporation.  It  does  not  appear  what  fine,  if  any,  was 
taken  on  the  granting  that  former  lease.  In  1818,  Mrs.  West  surrendered  that 
lease,  and  the  present  oi:ie  was  granted  to  her,  reserving  7/-  as  the  rent  of  the 
charity  premises,  and  the  old  rent  of  12  s.  for  the  part  belonging  to  the  cor- 
poration, a fine  of  501.  being  taken  for  the  latter  part  only. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  take  a fine  of  150/.  for  the  renewal  of  the  lease  in 
1818,  the  old  rents  remaining  of  both  parts  of  the  property,  and  which  fine  was 
assessed  by  Mr.  William  Heming,  a surveyor,  employed  by  the  corporation ; 
but  it  being  considered  improper  to  take  a fine  for  the  charity  property, 
Mr.  Heming,  by  direction  of  the  corporation,  estimated  the  value  of  the  pro- 
portion of  the  fine  attributable  to  the  charity  in  annual  rent,  and  taking  that 
proportion  at  100/.  fixed  the  value  at  6/.  a year. 

The  present  annual  value  of  the  whole  house,  without  consideration  of  existing 
leases,  is  estimated  at  about  40/. 

The  term  of  41  years  seems  to  be  an  usual  one,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
for  houses  let  on  repairing  leases. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  any  specific  payment  has  been  made  to  the  alms- 
people  in  respect  of  this  charity.  The  corporation  have  taken  it  into  their 
general  fund,  and  have  considered  it  accounted  for  to  the  almspeople  in  the 
other  payments  which  they  make  to  them,  exceeding  the  amounts  which  they 
are  bound  to  pay  them  from  their  other  funds. 

It  is  certainly  fitting  that  a specific  distribution  should  be  made  of  this  rent, 
either  as  forming  part  of,  or  in  addition  to,  the  present  allowances,  which  we 
were  assured  should  in  future  be  done. 

Sir  Hugh  Clopton’s  Charity. — Sir  Hugh  Cloptoti,  knight,  by  an  indenture 
of  settlement,  dated  12th  December  1732,  granted  a rent-charge  of  I6/.  per 
■annum,  payable  yearly,  at  Lady-day,  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses 
of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  out  of  a farm  in  the  parish  of  Hampton 
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Stratford-upon-  Lucy,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  called  Ingoii  Farm,  to  tlie  intent  that  they 
should  lay  out  the  same  in  the  buying  and  providing  every  second  year  twelve 
Charities  arising  blue  coats,  of  the  value  of  20^.  each,  for  twelve  of  the  almsmen,  and  twelve 
under  or  connected  blue  gowns,  of  the  like  value  of  2O5.  each,  for  twelve  of  the  almswomen  • and 
with  the  Charter  further,  that  they  should  pay  the  vicar  one  guinea,  to  preach  a sermon  in  the 

town,  on  the  29th  of  May,  annually,  and  also  5s.  to  the 
y ^ j clerk,  12  c?.  each  to  the  said  almspeople,  both  men  and  women,  and  lay  out  the 
residue  of  the  said  16/.  in  straw  hats  and  aprons  for  the  said  almswomen  or  in 
such  other  manner  as  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses,  should  think  fit. 

This  rent-charge  is  received  from  George  Lloyd,  of  Welcombe,  esquire,  the 
present  proprietor  of  Ingon  farm. 

It  is  applied  in  an  annual  payment  to  the  vicar,  for  a sermon,  on  the  29th 
May,  of  1/.  l5.,  to  the  clerk  5 s.,  and  in  supplying  every  second  year  the  alms- 
men with  coats  of  blue  cloth,  and  the  women  with  blue  gowns.  If  the  charge 
for  these  exceeds  205.  a piece,  the  overplus  is  paid  by  the  corporation. 

The  almswomen  are  also  supplied  in  the  intermediate  years  with  blue  gowns, 
at  the  cost  of  135.  4c/.,  and  the  men  have  hats  every  second  year,  the  cost  of 
which  is  35.  each.  These  two  last  articles  were  probably  intended  to  be  in 
satisfaction  of  the  residue  of  the  rent-charge,  under  the  discretion  given  to  the 
corporation  by  the  grant.  The  whole  sum  paid  exceeds  the  amount  of  the 
rent-charge. 

2. — The  Free  Grammar  School. 

The  endowment  of  this  school  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  gift  of 
Thomas  Jolyffe,  who,  by  indenture,  dated  12th  February,  22d  Edward  4th; 
(1482),  granted  to  the  guild  of  the  Holy  Cross  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  all  his 
lands  and  tenements,  in  Stratford  and  Dodwell,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
upon  condition  that  the  master,  aldermen  and  proctors  of  the  said  guild, 
should  find  a priest,  fit  and  able  in  knowledge,  to  teach  grammar  freely  to  all 
scholars  coming  to  the  school  in  the  said  town  to  him,  taking  nothing  of  the 
scholars  for  their  teaching ; that  the  said  priest  should  receive  annually  for  his 
stipend,  from  the  said  master,  aldermen  and  proctors,  10/.;  and  that  as  often  as 
a vacancy  should  take  place,  the  successor  should  be  appointed  by  the  warden 
of  the  college  of  Stratford,  and  the  master  of  the  guild. 

The  present  school,  however,  may  be  considered  as  owing  its  foundation  to 
the  charter  of  king  Edward  6th,  under  the  provisions  of  which  it  is  maintained 
by  the  corporation. 

The  master  now  receives  100/.  a year,  and  30/.  to  provide  himself  a house."^^ 
The  dwelling  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  schoolmaster,  under  the 
directions  of  the  charter,  being  a very  small  building,  and  in  very  bad  condition, 
and  no  longer  fit  for  the  purpose.  This  building  adjoins  the  school  and  vicarage, 
and  is  now  let  by  the  corporation  to  the  vicar  for  6/.  a year. 

The  school  is  conducted  as  a grammar  school,  in  which  the  foundation 
scholars  receive  a complete  classical  education,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  the  univer- 
sity, if  they  remain  long  enough.  Since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
master,  the  Rev.  John  Theophilus  Jones,  which  took  place  about  eleven  years 
ago,  three  of  the  free  scholars  have  gone  to  the  university.  The  gratuitous 
instruction,  in  addition  to  the  learned  languages,  comprises  English  grammar. 

It  appears,  that  about  16  years  ago  the  school  having  fallen  into  considerable 
decay,  measures  were  taken  by  the  corporation  to  revive  it,  one  of  which  was 
a resolution,  adopted  with  a view  to  give  respectability  to  the  establishment 
and  to  induce  some  of  the  more  reputable  inhabitants  to  send  their  children  to 
it,  that  not  more  than  21  free  scholars  should  be  admitted.  This  restriction  was 
not  in  fact  warranted  by  the  terms  of  the  foundation,  and  the  object  of  the, 
corporation  having  been  obtained,  the  resolution  was  rescinded.  The  school 
since  that  time  has  been  respectably  conducted,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  number  of  applications  for  admission  have  ever  amounted  to  the  limit  so 
imposed.  At  the  time  of  our  examination  there  were  15  free  scholars. 

The  privilege  of  admission  to  the  school  is  confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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borough  of  Stratford,  a restriction  which  seems  always  to  have  taken  place. 
Applications  for  admission  are  made  to  the  corporation,  by  whom  the  children 
are  sent  to  the  master,  and  he  admits  them,  if  duly  qualified,  (according  to  long 
established  custom),  by  being  of  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  able  to  read.  The 
education  is  entirely  gratuitous,  except  that  each  scholar  pays  the  master 
a guinea  on  admission,  and  Qs.  6d.  a year  for  firing,  and  provides  his  own 
books. 

The  payment  of  the  guinea  for  admission  seems  to  have  commenced  about 
the  time  when  the  limitation  was  made  of  the  number  of  scholars  to  21,  and 
perhaps  originated  in  the  same  motive. 
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It  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  any  resolution  of  the 
corporation,  and  we  find  the  existence  of  the  practice  not  generally  known 
among  the  present  members.  We  think  that  it  will  be  more  consistent  with 
the  character  of  a free  school,  that  this  payment  should  be  discontinued,  and 
that  compensation  should  be  made  by  the  corporation  to  the  master,  who  was 
informed  when  he  took  the  office,  that  this  was  an  established  perquisite.  We 
have  intimated  this  opinion  to  the  corporation,  and  have  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  attended  to. 


The  school  is  kept  in  an  old  building,  apparently  that  originally  destined  for 
the  purpose,  over  the  Old  Guildhall,  and  adjoining  the  almshouse.  It  is  kept 
in  repair  by  the  corporation. 

3.  — The  Vicar. 

The  vicar  receives  now  from  the  corporation,  an  annual  stipend  of  150  guineas, 
besides  some  small  payments  for  sermons,  under  different  benefactions,  (which 
will  be  set  forth  in  the  course  of  this  Report),  amounting  to  10/.  05.  yd.  ; he 
has  also  a good  house,  with  offices,  and  an  excellent  garden,  provided  by  the 
corporation,  occupying  the  site  of  the  residence  originally  granted  under  the 
charter. 

The  corporation  keep  the  buildings  in  substantial  repair,  the  charge  of 
ornamental  repairs  being  borne  by  the  vicar. 

The  original  stipend  with  which  the  vicarage  was  endowed  by  the  charter, 
has  been  increased  by  the  corporation  from  time  to  time.  When  the  present 
vicar,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Davenport,  came  to  the  living,  the  salary  was  80  guineas ; 
it  was  afterwards  advanced  to  100,  and  lastly  to  the  present  amount. 

4.  — The  Chaplain. 

The  corporation  pay  now  to  the  chaplain,  an  annual  stipend  of  50/.,  to  which 
amount,  like  that  of  the  vicar,  it  has  been  raised  by  successive  additions  to  the 
sum  specified  in  the  charter.  This  office  is  at  present  held  by  the  master  of 
the  grammar  school. 

5.  — Repair  of  the  Stone  Bridge. 

The  corporation  rental  contains  several  small  rent-charges,  received  from 
different  messuages  in  Stratford,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  I65.  ll^d.,  which 
are  considered  as  specifically  appropriated  to  the  repair  of  the  stone  bridge  over 
the  Avon.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  these  may  have  formed  part  of  the 
guild  estate,  but  the  origin  of  all  of  them  is  unknown,  except  of  one  derived 
from  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Quiney,  who  by  deed-poll,  dated  20th  March, 
15  James  I,  granted  to  the  bailiff  and  burgesses  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  a yearly 
rent  of  5 s.  issuing  out  of  a tenement  and  garden,  with  the  appurtenances,  in 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  near  the  Meere  side  there  ; to  hold  the  same  towards  the 
reparation  and  maintenance  of  the  great  stone  bridge  there,  being  across  the 
river  of  Avon.  The  corporation  are  now  the  proprietors  of  the  house  on  which 
this  payment  is  charged,  and  which  is  situate  in  Meer  Pool-lane,  but  it  is  not 
known  how  they  acquired  it. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  liability  of  the  corporation  to  repair  the  bridge, 
extended  far  beyond  the  application  of  these  small  sums,  as  one  of  the  trusts 
arising  under  the  charter  of  King  Edward  VI ; the  keeping  up  and  repairing 
that  bridge  being  mentioned  in  the  recitals  of  the  charter,  as  one  of  the  objects 
to  which  the  rents  of  the  guild  estate  had  been  applied  by  that  fraternity, 
although  not  specifically  stated  in  the  ordaining  part  of  the  charter,  as  a duty 
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charged  thereby  on  the  corporation.  We  are,  however,  relieved  from  the 
consideration  of  this  question  by  the  circumstances  which  have  since  occurred. 

In  the  year  1811,  upon  an  indictment  against  the  corporation  for  not  repair- 
ing the  bridge,  it  was  adjudged  by  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  that  this  was 
a corporation  by  prescription,  and  as  such  had  been  immemorially  bound  to 
repair  the  bridge  ; and  that  though  the  guild,  out  of  their  revenues,  had  in  fact 
repaired  it,  this  was  only  in  ease  of  the  corporation,  and  not  ratione  tenurae  ; 
and  that  the  corporation,  though  now  possessed  of  those  revenues,  were  still 
bound  to  repair  the  bridge  by  prescription,  and  not  by  tenure. 

Soon  after  this  decision,  upon  an  application  made  by  the  corporation  to 
Parliament,  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  52d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Third,  whereby,  after  reciting  that  the  stone  bridge  over  the 
river  Avon,  at  or  near  the  town  or  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  was  erected 
in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh,  by  Sir  Hugh  Clopton,  and  had  from 
time  to  time  been  repaired  by  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  and  that  parts  of  the  said  bridge  were  in  a ruinous  state,  narrow  and 
inconvenient,  and  it  was  dangerous  for  persons,  carriages  and  cattle  to  pass 
over  the  same,  and  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  all  travellers  having  occasion 
to  pass  along  the  road  in  which  the  said  bridge  was  situate,  and  of  public  utility, 
if  the  said  bridge  were  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  or  widened  and  substantially 
repaired,  but  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses,  did  not  possess  any 
adequate  fund  to  enable  them  to  rebuild,  widen  and  repair,  or  improve  the 
same,  and  the  said  several  purposes  could  not  be  effectually  accomplished 
without  the  aidof  Parliament ; It  was  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
commissioners  thereby  appointed,  to  widen,  alter  and  repair  the  said  bridge,  or 
to  take  it  down  and  build  a new  bridge  of  stone,  iron,  brick,  or  other  materials, 
and  to  erect  a toll-gate  thereon,  and  to  demand  the  several  tolls  therein  respec- 
tively mentioned  : And  after  reciting,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  borough  were  willing,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a fund,  as  therein- 
after mentioned,  for  the  future  repairs  of  the  said  bridge,  to  pay  annually  out 
of  the  funds  and  revenues  of  the  said  corporation,  the  sum  of  30/.  to  the  com- 
missioners for  executing  that  Act,  until  the  sum  of  5,000/.  should  have  accumu- 
lated for  the  purposes  after  expressed  ; it  was  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  said  commissioners,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the  said  annual  sum 
of  30/.  should  remain  unpaid  to  the  said  commissioners,  for  the  space  of  10  days 
after  the  25th  December  in  each  year  after  the  passing  of  that  Act,  until  the 
said  sum  of  5,000/.  should  have  accumulated,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  in| 
any  of  his  majesty’s  courts  of  record  at  Westminster;  and  all  such  sum  and* 
sums  of  money  so  to  be  received  by  the  said  commissioners,  should  be  investedt 
in  the  purcliase  of  31.  per  cent  consols,  in  the  manner  after  directed:  And  it-' 
was  further  enacted,  that  the  tolls  which  should  be  collected  and  receiv’ed 
under  that  Act,  should  be  applied  as  follows,  (that  is  to  say)  ; in  the  first  place, 
in  defraying  the  expenses  of  obtaining  that  Act ; and  in  the  next  place,  in 
paying  to  the  mortgagees  under  that  Act,  the  interest  due  upon  their  respective 
securities;  and  as  soon  as  the  said  tolls  should  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  then  the  excess  should  be  invested  from  time  to  time,  toge- 
ther with  the  said  annual  sum  of  30/.  to  be  paid  by  the  said  mayor,  aldermen 
and  burgesses,  in  the  name  of  “ the  commissioners  for  widening  and  repairing,  or 
rebuilding  the  bridge  over  the  river  Avon,  at  or  near  Stratford-upon-Avon,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,”  in  the  purchase  of  31.  per  cent  consols,  and  such  fund 
should  be  called  “ The  Stratford-upon-Avon  Bridge  Fund;”  and  the  income 
resulting  from  the  stock  to  be  purchased  with  such  monies,  should  be  accumu- 
lated in  the  nature  of  compound  interest,  until  such  excess  and  annual  payments 
and  accumulations,  should  be  sufficient  to  yield,  by  the  interest  or  dividends 
thereof,  the  annual  sum  of  250/.,  which  said  last  mentioned  sum  should  be 
appropriated  towards  paying  the  expenses  of  widening  and  repairing  or  rebuild- 
ing the  said  bridge,  and  the  roads  and  approaches  thereto  ; and  also  in  paying 
off  and  discharging  any  sums  of  money  to  be  borrowed,  or  due  and  owing,  on 
the  credit  of  that  Act,  with  the  interest  thereof ; and  as  soon  as  all  the  monies 
borrowed  on  the  credit  of  that  Act  should  be  paid,  with  lawful  interest  for  the 
same,  then  all  the  tolls  authorized  by  that  Act  to  be  collected,  should  cease, 
subject  to  be  revived  as  therein  mentioned. 
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The  annual  sum  of  SOL  is  paid  by  the  corporation,  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  bridge,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  which  is  considered  as 
exonerating  them  from  any  accountability  as  to  the  small  rent-charges  before 
mentioned. 

We  now  proceed  to  consider  how  far  the  corporation,  in  their  performance  of 
these  several  charitable  trusts,  as  above  detailed,  have  fulfilled  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  charter,  and  how  far  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  enter 
into  the  investigation  of  their  management  of  the  property,  granted  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  fulfil  those  trusts.  In  this  inquiry,  we  may  drop 
all  further  consideration  of  the  repairs  of  the  bridge,  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
are  now  provided  for  in  another  manner. 
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There  are  two  branches  of  property  granted  by  the  charter,  to  each  of  which 
the  maintenance  of  certain  of  the  establishments,  created  or  continued  thereby, 
seem  to  be  respectively  referable. 

The  first  branch  of  property,  is  the  estate  formerly  belonging  to  the  guild  at 
Stratford,  which  is  expressly  stated  in  the  charter  to  be  granted,  in  order  to 
enable  the  corporation  to  maintain  the  almshouse  and  grammar  school,  and  to 
defray  the  other  charges  incident  to  the  borough,  and  antecedently  borne 
by  the  guild.  The  annual  revenue  of  this  estate  amounted  at  the  time  of  the 
grant  to  46/.  3s.  2^d.,  and  specific  payments  are  directed  to  be  made  in  respect 
of  the  almshouse,  of  A<d.  a week  to  each  of  the  24  ahnspeople,  amounting  to 
20/.  16^.  a year;  and  in  respect  of  the  school,  of  20/.  a year  to  the  school- 
master, leaving,  of  the  income  of  that  estate,  5/.  7^*  2^f/.,  for  the  further 
expenses  of  those  establishments,  and  for  the  other  charges  incident  to  the 
borough. 

The  other  branch  of  property,  granted  by  the  charter,  consists  of  the  tithes 
formerly  possessed  by  the  college  of  Stratford,  in  respect  of  which  it  should 
seem,  that  the  payments  were  directed  to  be  made  to  the  vicar  and  chaplain. 
This  indeed  is  not  stated  in  express  terms,  but  it  appears  necessarily  to  follow, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  grant  of  the  guild  estate  being  declared  to  be  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  corporation  to  maintain  certain  previously  existing 
charges,  which  could  not  comprise  the  maintenance  of  the  vicar  and  chaplain, 
all  ecclesiastical  functions  in  the  place  having,  as  we  find,  been  theretofore 
exercised  by  the  college.  The  amount  of  these  tithes,  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
was  34/.  a year.  The  payments  directed  to  be  made  to  the  vicar,  viz.  20/.  for 
his  stipend,  and  2/.  for  the  discharge  of  his  tenths,  and  to  the  chaplain  10/., 
being  deducted  from  this  amount,  would  leave  2/.  unappropriated  or  applicable 
only  towards  the  providing  a residence  for  the  vicar. 


In  consequence  of  the  declaration  made  in  the  charter  of  the  annual  amounts 
of  the  property  granted,  and  of  the  specification  of  the  payments  to  be  made  in 
respect  thereof,  it  has  been  contended,  with  reference  at  least  to  the  vicar’s 
salary,  (though  the  argument  would  apply  to  all  the  rest,)  that  with  the 
improvement  in  the  annual  value  of  the  property,  these  payments  should  receive 
a proportionable  increase. 

If  this  were  so,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  us  to  inquire  minutely  into  the 
past  and  present  state  and  course  of  management  of  the  property  derived  from 
this  charter,  and  the  application  of  its  revenues.  Upon  mature  consideration, 
however,  of  the  terms  of  this  charter,  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  construction  thus 
contended  for  is  not  well  founded.  Both  the  guild  estate,  and  the  college 
estate,  are  granted  to  the  corporation  in  the  most  unqualified  terms,  to  hold  in 
as  ample  a manner  as  they  had  been  held  by  the  former  proprietors,  or  as  they 
had  come  to  the  hands  of  the  crown  ; nor  are  the  payments  which  are  directed 
to  be  made,  specifically  charged  upon  the  property,  or  stated  as  charitable  uses, 
to  which  the  property  was  given  ; nor  is  it  immaterial  to  observe,  that  those 
payments  do  not  exhaust  the  whole  of  the  income  derived  from  the  respective 
properties.  It  appears  indeed,  that  the  guild  estate  was  granted  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  corporation,  among  other  things,  to  maintain  the  almshouse  and 
grammar  school,  which  they  are  expressly  required  to  do  ; and  this  we  conceive 
the  corporation  are  bound  to  do  effectually,  and  to  that  end  to  make  such 
additions  to  the  payments  appointed  by  the  charter  to  the  almspeople  and 
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schoolmaster,  and  which  were  at  that  time  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  as,  under 
any  change  of  circumstances,  should  be  necessary  for  the  proper  and  effectual 
maintenance  of  these  establishments.  It  appears  to  us,  that  the  corporation  do 
substantially  perform  this  part  of  the  duty  cast  upon  them,  so  far  as  is  at  present 
required,  and  that  they  are  not  bound  to  do  more. 

With  respect  to  the  vicar  and  chaplain,  the  case  seems  to  be  somewhat 
different.  The  payments  directed  to  be  made  to  them,  are  not  only  not  charged 
upon  the  tithes  or  other  property  granted  to  the  corporation,  or  given  as  con- 
stituent parts  of  the  income  derived  therefrom,  but  it  is  not  intimated,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  other  eleemosynary  establishments,  that  the  grant  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  corporation  to  maintain  the  vicar  or  chaplain  ; nor  are 
they  required  so  to  do : They  are  simply  required,  in  consideration  of  the 
grants  previously  made  to  them  by  the  charter,  to  endow  the  vicarage  with 
a stipend  to  the  vicar  of  20/.  a year,  and  2/.  for  his  tenths,  and  to  provide  him 
a house,  and  at  their  own  proper  charge  to  pay  to  a chaplain  10/.  a year,  to 
assist  the  vicar.  It  appears  to  us,  therefore,  that  this  is  the  whole  extent  of 
their  legal  liability  as  to  this  branch  of  the  charter,  and  that  whatever  additions 
the  corporation  may  have  thought  fit  to  make  to  either  of  these  salaries,  are 
wholly  optional  with  them,  and  cannot  be  claimed  to  any  extent  as  a matter 
of  right. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  not  thought  ourselves  called  upon  to 
investigate  and  make  public  the  concerns  of  the  corporation,  (although  every 
facility  for  it  was  afforded  to  us,  by  the  unreserved  production  of  their  docu- 
ments and  accounts,)  any  further  than  appeared  necessary  to  ascertain,  that 
they  have  so  managed  the  property  granted  to  them,  as  to  make  it  adequate  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  charitable  uses  created  or  continued  by  the  charter,  to 
the  extent  thereby  required. 

We  have  already  stated,  that  the  expenditure  upon  the  almshouses  and 
school  appear  to  be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  those  establishments.  The  pay- 
ments to  the  vicar  and  chaplain  are  far  beyond  the  amount  to  which  the 
corporation  are,  according  to  our  construction  of  the  charter,  strictly  liable. 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  original  endowment  of  the  vicarage  is  wholly 
inadequate,  as  a remuneration  for  the  duties  of  the  office  at  the  present  day, 
and  the  corporation  have  in  practice  admitted  the  call  upon  them,  as  a matter  of 
propriety,  to  make  large  additions  to  that  endowment.  With  a view  of  ascer- 
taining how  far  these  additions  have  kept  pace  with  the  largely  increased 
revenues  derived  from  the  college  estate,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
a general  view  of  the  present  state  of  tlie  corporate  property,  distinguishing  as 
far  as  possible,  the  portions  respectively  derived  from  the  grants  in  the  charter 
of  the  guild  estate  and  the  college  estate. 


Guild  Estate. 


This  property,  according  to  the  rental  of  1823,  upon  which  the  last  accounts 
that  have  been  made  up  and  entered  in  the  books  are  grounded,  consists  of  the 
following  particulars  : — 


1.  — Divers  houses  or  tenements  in  the  borough  of  Stratford,  let  for  rents 

amounting  altogether  to  - --  --  --  - 

2.  — Lands,  buildings  and  gardens,  in  Old  Stratford,  producing,  according 

to  a calculation  which  will  be  explained  presently,  about 

3.  — Tithes  of  Wilmecote  -------- 

£. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

674 

7 

1 

152 

^9 

2 

39 

3 

9 

0 

CO 

00 

10 

- 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  premises  above  enumerated  may  have  been 
derived  from  other  sources  than  from  the  grant  of  King  Edw’ard  the  Sixth ; 
but  it  is  impossible  now  to  distinguish  them. 


College  Estate. 

Inclosures  of  different  parts  of  the  parish  have  taken  place  at  various  times, 
under  which  divers  allotments  have  been  made  to  the  corporation,  in  lieu  of 
the  tithes,  both  of  old  and  new  inclosures,  to  which  they  were  entitled  under 
the  grant  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth,  as  having  formed  part  of  the  possessions 
of  the  college  of  Stratford,  to  the  following  amounts  : — 


Under 
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Under  the  Old  Stratford,  Welcombe  and  Bishopton  inclosure  award,  dated 
21  st  January  1775  - --  --  --  --  - 

Under  the  Drayton  inclosure  award,  dated  29th  December  1779’ 

Under  the  Shottery  inclosure  award,  dated  24th  March  1787  - - - 

A. 


A. 

R. 

P. 

172 

0 

4 

33 

0 

37 

124 

14 

329 

1 

15 
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The  tithe  allotments  are  now  so  intermingled,  in  the  lettings,  with  other  pro-  > * 

perty,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say,  with  certainty,  what  parts  of  the  ditferent 
tenancies  belong  to  them.  The  proportion  of  rent  received  in  respect  of  them 
may,  however,  be  estimated  thus  : — 

From  a report  made  in  1814,  by  a committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  by  the 
commissioners  of  Stratford  bridge  (among  other  things)  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  the  property  belonging  to  the  corporation,  it  appears,  that  the  total  quantity  of 
land,  exclusive  of  the  site  of  houses  in  the  borough,  was  427a.  & Ip.  The 
total  rent  of  the  corporate  land,  according  to  the  rental  of  1823,  was  667  L 9 s.  2d, 
the  proportion  of  which  for  329a.  1h.  15p.,  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  allot- 
ments, would  be  about  514/.  10^.,  which  would  leave  152/.  19  5.  2d  for  the 
rent  of  other  land  derived  from  the  guild  estate,  or  other  sources,  as  before- 
mentioned. 


The  income  derived  from  the  college  estate,  may,  therefore,  be  stated  as 
follows : — 

Rent  of  allotments  in  lieu  of  tithe,  under  the  several  inclosure  awards 
Small  tithes,  still  compounded  for  in  Old  Stratford,  Wilcombe,  Cb 
Bridgetown  and  Ryon  Clifford,  Luddington  and  Dodwell 


Total  income  from  the  college  estate 
D®  - from  the  guild  estate 


£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

514 

10 

- 

- 

137 

5 

1 

- 

651 

15 

1 

866 

10 

— 

£. 

1,518 

5 

1 

This  income  is,  however,  subject  to  a considerable  charge  for  the  interest  of 
bond  debts  outstanding  against  the  corporation,  and  which  now  amount  to  be- 
tween 5,000/.  and  6,000/.  In  the  year  1813,  this  debt,  which  was  then  at  its 
greatest  height,  amounted  to  6,550/.  Without  endeavouring  to  trace  the  par- 
ticulars of  its  origin  or  progress,  it  may  be  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the  fact, 
that,  at  that  time,  and  for  many  years  before,  the  average  ordinary  expenditure 
I of  the  corporation  far  exceeded  their  income  ; and  this  deficiency  of  income 
also  occasioned  some  large  book  debts  to  tradesmen,  principally  for  repairs  and 
erections  of  public  buildings.  These  book  debts,  however,  have  now  been  paid 
j off,  and  the  bond  debt  has  been  reduced  nearly  1,000/. 


The  interest  of  the  present  debt,  at  5/.  per  cent,  is  about  - - - 

We  may  also  notice  the  following  general  sources  of  expenditure  : 
The  payments  made  by  the  corporation,  under  the  charter 


Salaries  to  different  officers  of  the  corporation  - - - 

(N.B. — The  salary  of  the  chamberlain  has  been  raised  for 
two  last  years,  from  30/.  to  100/.  in  consequence  of  his  special 
services  in  the  management  of  the  corporation  property.) 

Taxes 


£.  S',  d. 

- 

287  - - 

679  10  - 

and 

1 - 

150  - - 

1 

207  17 

39  4 - 

£. 

1,363  11  - 

The  incidental  expenses  attending  the  management  of  the  property,  the  din- 
ners at  the  corporation  meetings,  and  various  occasional  disbursements,  not 
reducible  to  any  particular  class,  may  be  easily  supposed  to  exhaust  the  greater 
part  of  the  remainder  of  the  present  income.  There  may,  therefore,  be  reason- 
able ground  for  arguing,  that  the  corporation  have  extended  the  allowances 
to  the  vicar  and  chaplain,  in  a fair  proportion  to  their  present  means. 

The  rents  above  stated  do  not,  however,  reach  the  full  value  of  the  property. 
It  has  been  the  practice  to  let  many  of  the  premises,  especially  the  houses  in 
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Stratford,  at  very  small  rents,  taking  fines  upon  the  renewal  of  the  leases,  by 
which  means  a very  inadequate  profit  has  been  made  of  those  parts  of  the  pro- 
perty. It  has  also  been  alleged,  that  the  produce  of  the  estates  has  been 
further  reduced,  by  undue  favour  shown  in  many  instances  in  letting  the  pre- 
mises to  members  of  the  corporation,  on  terms  unequal  to  the  full  value.  We 
have  not  thought  it  necessary,  under  the  view  we  have  before  taken  of  this  case, 
to  enter  into  any  investigation  of  these  allegations,  nor  should  we  notice  them, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  adding,  that  a more  provident  course  of  management 
appears  to  have  lately  taken  place,  and  that  much  attention  seems  to  be  now" 
given  to  make  the  most  of  the  property. 

The  plan  of  taking  fines  on  the  renewal  of  leases,  has  indeed  still  been  resorted 
to,  as  the  means  of  effecting  the  reduction  of  the  corporation  debts,  and  also  of 
defraying  some  heavy  costs  of  a law-suit,  in  which  the  corporation  have  lately 
been  engaged,  respecting  some  great  tithe.  The  system  of  management,  how- 
ever, which  appears  now  to  be  pursued,  will,  it  may  be  hoped,  not  only  clear 
their  remaining  embarrassments,  but  so  improve  their  disposable  funds,  as  to 
enable  them  to  make  any  additions  to  their  payments,  originating  under  the 
charter,  that  may  appear  to  be  fitting. 

’ Turner’s  Charity. 

By  deed  of  feoffment,  dated  l6th  October,  43d  Elizabeth,  John  Turner,  gen- 
tleman, of  Atherstone,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  granted  to  Henry  Wilson, 
Daniel  Baker,  John  Smith,  and  William  Wyatt,  all  of  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  a tenement  situate  in  Wood  Street,  and  another  tene- 
ment, situate  in  Henley  Street,  in  Stratford  aforesaid;  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
use  of  himself  for  life,  and  after  his  death,  to  the  use  and  intent  of  fulfilling  the 
last  will  of  the  said  John  Turner,  contained,  set  forth  and  declared  in  a certain 
schedule  annexed  to  the  said  deed. 

In  the  said  schedule,  the  intent  of  the  said  deed  is  declared  to  be,  and  the  said 
John  Turner  did  will  and  ordain,  by  that,  his  last  will  and  testament,  that  the 
said  Henry  Wilson  and  his  co-feoffees,  should  stand  seised  of  the  said  two  tene- 
ments, to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Turner  for  life,  and  after  his  death,  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Stratford  aforesaid;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  said 
feoffees,  or  one  of  them,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  should  yearly  receive  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  two  tenements,  and  yearly  bestow  and  distribute  the 
same  in  bread,  to  the  use  of  the  said  poor  inhabitants  of  Stratford,  one  half  at 
Christmas,  and  the  other  half  on  Good  Friday;  and  that  wdien  three  of  the  said 
feoffees  should  die,  the  survivor  should  make  a new'  feoffment  of  the  said  two 
tenements,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  other  four  honest,  discreet  persons,  or 
more,  of  the  same  borough  of  Stratford,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the 
uses  before  appointed  in  that  schedule  of  his  last  will. 

The  trusts  of  this  charity  are  continued  by  successive  conveyances,  the  last 
of  which  is  by  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  dated  28  and  29  December  1798, 
wdiereby  Richard  Allen  and  Thomas  Nott,  surviving  trustees,  convey  all 
those  two  tenements  and  premises,  wfith  the  appurtenances,  now"  used  as  one 
tenement,  situate  in  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  one  in  Wood  Street, 
and  the  other  adjoining  to  the  same,  in  Henley  Street,  to  Robert  Mander, 
mayor  of  Stratford,  Jonathan  Izod,  John  Paton,  and  John  Lord,  aldermen  of 
the  said  borough,  and  Josejih  Walker,  Edward  Goate,  John  Hitchman,  and 
John  Rowden  Wistbury,  capital  burgesses  of  the  same,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  trust,  for  the  uses  declared  by  the  last  wull  and  testament  of  the  said  John 
Turner,  as  aforesaid. 

These  premises  are  let,  together  with  an  adjoining  house,  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith,  for  20/.  a year.  Previously  to  1820,  they 
were  let  together,  for  1/.  IG^.  8^/.,  upon  a lease  for  41  years  from  Lady-day 
1779,  upon  which  a fine  had  been  taken. 

The  })ortion  of  this  rent  w"hich  w'as  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  charity, 
was  1 /.  65.  8 d.,  which  having  been  paid  for  many  years  without  variation,  came 
at  last  to  be  considered  as  a rent-charge,  and  in  consequence,  no  addition  was 
made  to  it  upon  the  recent  increase  of  the  rent.  The  error  of  this  impression 
having  been  manifested  to  the  corporation,  they  have  expressed  their  intention  of 
rectifying  it,  by  appropriating  5/.  a year  out  of  the  rent  now  received,  to  the  use 
of  the  charity,  wdiich  it  is  calculated  will  be  a fair  apportionment,  the  part  of 
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the  premises  which  belongs  to  the  charity,  forming  but  a small  portion  of 
the  whole. 

The  1/.  65.  8 c?.  hitherto  received,  has  been  disposed  of  in  the  purchase  of 
sixpenny  loaves,  which  have  been  given  on  Christmas-eve,  under  the  direction 
of  the  mayor  or  chamberlain,  at  the  Guildhall,  to  poor  people  of  Stratford, 
selected  by  the  chamberlain,  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  overseers. 

John  Combe’s  Charity. 

John  Combey  by  his  will,  without  date,  but  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury,  the  10th  November  I6l5,  gave  100?.,  to  be  used  as  follows,  viz. ; 
that  his  executors  and  overseers,  after  named,  should  within  one  year  after  his 
decease,  upon  good  and  reasonable  security,  lend  the  said  100/.  to  15  poor  or 
young  tradesmen,  occupiers,  or  handicraftsmen,  dwelling  within  the  borough 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  viz.  to  every  one  of  them  20  nobles,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  every  one  of  them  paying  yearly,  during  that  time,  the  sum  of 
Ss.  4>d.  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  by  equal  portions  ; and  at  the  end  of  the 
said  three  years,  to  15  others,  in  like  manner,  and  so  from  three  years  to  three 
years,  for  ever  : Which  said  yearly  sums  of  Ss.  4c?.  should  be  to  the  use  of  the 
almsfolk  of  Stratford  aforesaid  j and  his  will  was,  that  his  executors  and  over- 
seers would  take  such  order,  either  with  the  bailiff  or  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough  of  Stratford,  or  by  some  other  way,  that  the  said  100/.  and  the  benefits 
thereof  might  continue  for  ever  : He  also  gave  to  his  cousin,  Thomas  Combe, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  his  meadow  ground,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Shottery 
meadow,  to  the  uses  following,  viz. ; that  he  and  they  should  yearly,  for  ever,  pay 
to  a learned  preacher  205.  to  make  a sermon  twice  a year,  at  Stratford  church, 
aforesaid ; and  also,  should  yearly,  for  ever,  one  week  before  Christmas,  give  and 
deliver  to  such  10  poor  people,  within  the  said  borough,  as  should  be  yearly 
appointed  by  the  bailiff  and  chief  alderman  for  the  time  being  of  the  said 
borough,  and  two  of  the  ancientest  aldermen  there,  ten  black  gowns,  every  one 
of  them  worth  135.  4c?. ; and  upon  nonpayment  of  the  said  205.,  or  non-delivery 
of  the  said  gowns,  according  to  that  his  will,  he  empowered  the  bailifl'and  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  borough  of  Stratford  to  enter  into  the  said  meadow  ground,  and 
take  the  issues  and  profits  thereof,  and  thereout  to  give  and  satisfy  the  said  yearly 
sum  of  205.  and  the  arrearages  thereof,  if  any  should  be,  together  with  the  said 
gowns,  if  any  should  be  behind  undelivered,  according  to  his  said  will. 

The  Shottery  fields  were  inclosed  about  the  year  1787>  and  an  allotment  of 
10  acres  was  made  to  fVancis  Brownsword  Bullock,  esquire,  in  lieu  of  the  pro- 
perty there  which  had  belonged  to  John  Combe,  and  was  charged  by  his  will 
with  these  payments,  and  which  allotment  is  now  the  property  of  Francis 
Ferdinando  Bullock,  esquire,  a ward  in  Chancery. 

Mr.  Robert  Bell  Wheeler  is  the  tenant  of  this  allotment,  and  is  also  re- 
ceiver of  the  rents  of  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bullock’s  estate.  He  pays  over  to  the 
corporation  the  two  rent-charges  of  1/.  for  sermons,  and  6/.  135.  4 c?.  for  gowns 
given  by  John  Combe,  and  also  the  rent-charges  given  by  the  will  of  Thomas 
Combe,  next  mentioned,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  17 /-  16-5.  8c?. 

The  sum  of  205.  is  paid  over  to  the  vicar,  for  the  two  sermons,  and  five  black 
gowns  and  five  black  coats  are  given  to  poor  people  of  the  borough,  who  are 
selected  annually  by  the  mayor  and  chamberlain. 

Nothing  is  now  known  of  the  100/.  given  by  John  Combe,  to  be  lent  to  young 
tradesmen.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost,  with  many  other  sums  given  for 
a similar  purpose,  either  through  the  insolvency  of  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  lent,  or  by  exactions  made  upon  the  town  during  the  civil  wars. 

Thomas  Combe’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Combe,  by  will,  dated  the  10th  June  1656,  devised  to  his  cousin, 
William  Combe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  all  his  tithes,  called  Drayton 
Tithes,  and  a parcel  of  meadow  ground  in  Drayton  meadow,  called  the  Parson’s 
Piece  ; nevertheless,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  William  Combe,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  should  yearly,  for  ever,  at  or  before  the  17th  day  of  December,  give 
and  deliver  unto  ten  poor  aged  and  impotent  men  and  women,  within  the 
borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  (whereof  such  as  were  almsmen  and  women 
in  Stratford,  or  such  as  wore  gowns  the  year  before  by  his  uncle  John  Combe’s 
bequest,  to  be  none),  as  should  be  yearly  appointed  and  elected  by  the  bailiff  and 
chief  alderman,  and  two  other  of  the  antientest  aldermen  of  the  said  borough  for 
the  time  being,  ten  black  gowns,  marked  with  the  letters  T.  and  C.  in  white  colours; 
on  their  breasts  and  backs,  and  every  one  of  them  worth  135.  4c?. ; and  his  will 
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further  was,  that  such  ten  people  should  attend  and  follow  the  bailiffs,  aldermen 
and  burgesses  each  Sabbath-day,  to  church  and  from  church,  for  the  year  en- 
suing, in  such  their  gowns,  if  not  hindered  by  sickness  or  disability  of  body  ; and 
it  was  his  will,  that  any  person  notoriously  negligent  of  such  order  and  atten- 
dance, should  be,  for  ever  after  such  neglect,  disabled  and  incapable  of  any 
benefit  by  that  bequest ; and  also,  that  none  of  the  said  ten  persons  should  have 
gowns  two  years  together,  but  the  persons  should  be  changed  every  year. 

And  his  will  also  was,  that  the  said  William  Combe,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  yearly  pay  to  a learned  preacher  the  sum  of  205.,  to  make  two  sermons 
yearly,  in  the  parish  church  of  Stratford,  the  one  of  them  on  every  10th  day  of 
June,  and  the  other  on  every  25th  of  December  ; and  if  the  said  William  Con)be, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  should  fail  to  buy  and  deliver  yearly  the  same  gowns,  or  to  pay 
the  said  20  5.  yearly  to  a preacher,  his  will  was,  that  it  should  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  said  bailiff  and  chief  alderman  of  the  said  borough,  and  their  successors, 
from  time  to  time,  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  said  meadow  ground  and  tithes, 
and  to  have  and  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  thereout  to  pay  and 
satisfy  the  arrears  of  all  the  said  annuities  and  gifts,  so  behind  and  unpaid,  if 
any,  according  to  the  meaning  of  that  his  will. 

He  also  directed,  that  the  said  William  Combe  should,  yearly,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  tithes  of  Drayton,  pay  to  the  bailiff  of  the  borough  of  Stratford- 
upon-Avon,  the  sum  of  50  5.  to  be  by  the  said  bailiff,  the  chief  alderman,  and 
the  two  antientest  aldermen  of  the  said  borough,  bestowed  in  providing  a 
dinner  yearly,  for  the  bailiff  and  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  on  every  12th 
day  of  June  ; with  power  of  entry  and  distress. 

The  several  payments  of  6/.  13  5.  4>d.,  1 /.,  and  2/.  105.,  directed  by  this  will, 
form  part  of  the  sum  of  ly/-  I65.  8c?.,  paid  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  as  receiver  of  the 
rents  of  Mr.  Bullock’s  estate,  as  mentioned  under  the  last  case,  and  which  estate 
comprises  allotments  made  in  respect  of  the  tithes  of  Drayton,  under  the  Dray- 
ton inclosure  in  1779,  and  various  parcels  of  inclosed  land,  among  which  is  one 
described  in  the  conveyances  by  the  name  of  Parson’s  Piece. 

One  pound  is  paid  to  the  vicar  for  the  two  sermons,  and  five  black  coats,  and 
five  gowns,  similar  to  those  given  under  John  Combe’s  charity,  are  given  away 
in  like  manner  to  poor  men  and  women  living  in  the  borough,  excluding  the 
almspeople,  and  such  as  have  received  garments  the  year  before  from  John 
Combe’s  charity. 

It  seems  that  the  directions  of  the  testator,  that  the  same  people  should  not 
receive  in  successive  years  from  Thomas  Combe’s  charity,  is  not  always 
observed,  but  a fresh  appointment  is  made  every  year. 

The  initials  T.  C.  are  not  now  worked  upon  the  gowns,  nor  do  the  poor 
people  attend  very  regularly  to  the  injunction,  that  they  shall  accompany  the 
corporation  to  church,  although  it  is  always  stipulated  by  the  corporation  on  ^ 
appointing  them  to  the  said  charity,  that  they  shall  so  attend. 

Tyler’s  Charity. 

William  Tyler^  by  will,  dated  the  6th  July  1665,  gave  to  the  mayor  and  chief 
alderman  of  the  town  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  where 
he  was  born,  the  sum  of  200?.,  to  be  paid  to  them  by  his  executors  within 
twelve  months  next  after  his  decease,  upon  condition  that  they  entered  into  a 
bond  with  400/.  penalty  to  his  executors,  to  be  conditioned,  that  they  or  one  of 
them  should,  within  twelve  months  next  after  the  receipt  of  the  same,  purchase 
good  freehold  land  of  inheritance,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  12  /.  per  annum, 
which  said  12/.  per  annum  he  willed  should  be  given  and  disposed  unto  and 
amongst  twelve  such  poor  persons  inhabiting  within  the  said  town,  as  neither 
were  nor  should  be  inhabiting  in  the  almshouses  there,  viz.  to  each  of  the  twelve 
persons  205.  a piece,  that  is  to  say,  IO5.  thereof  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  and  the  other  10  5.  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle,  in 
each  and  every  year  successively,  for  ever ; but  in  case  they,  or  one  of  them, 
should  happen  not  to  purchase  land  of  the  said  clear  value  within  the  time  above 
limited,  then  his  express  mind  was  thereby  declared  to  be,  that  they  should  be 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  200/.,  by  virtue  of  the  said  bond,  and  should 
pay  the  same  to  his  executors,  to  the  end  that  they  should  do  and  perform  as 
they  the  said  mayor  and  chief  alderman  were  or  ought  to  have  done  and  per- 
formed, according  to  his  plain  meaning,  therein  declared,  and  the  intent  of  the 
condition  of  the  bond  so  to  be  entered  into  as  aforesaid. 

He  also  gave  to  the  .said  mayor  and  chief  alderman  the  sum  of  50/.  more,  upon 

condition 


Warwick.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  559 

condition  that  they  should  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchasing  of  good  free- 
hold land  of  inheritance,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  SI.  per  annum,  within  the 
time  before  limited,  and  that  they  should  give  bond  for  the  same,  according  as 
was  before  appointed  for  the  200/.  first  mentioned,  in  their  names,  upon  trust, 
and  to  the  intent  that  \5s.  yearly,  for  ever,  should  be  given  and  paid  to  such 
minister  of  the  same  town,  as  should  preach  a sermon  yearly,  on  the  feast-day 
of  Saint  Thomas  the  Apostle,  in  commemoration  of  him  the  testator;  and  to  the 
clerk  and  sexton,  successively,  of  the  same  place,  the  further  sum  of  2 5.  Qd. 
a-piece,  on  the  same  feast  day ; and  to  the  further  intent,  that  the  said  mayor 
and  chief  alderman,  and  their  successors,  yearly,  for  ever,  should  have  and 
receive  the  other  405.  residue  of  the  said  3/.,  to  be  expended  in  a collation  or 
dinner  on  the  said  feast-day,  yearly,  for  ever,  for  their  pains  in  the  performing 
of  the  said  several  trusts,  and  as  a remembrance  of  his  love  unto  them. 

He  also  gave  to  the  said  mayor  and  chief  alderman  the  further  sum  of  50/., 
upon  condition,  that  they  and  their  successors  should  put  forth  the  same  at 
interest,  at  6/.  per  cent  per  annum,  to  the  intent  that  the  interest  and  proceeds 
thereof  should  be  lent  to  such  and  so  many  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  such  parcels  as  they  the  said  mayor  and  chief  alderman, 
and  their  successors  for  the  time  being,  in  their  good  discretion  should  see  most 
meet,  and  the  principal  to  continue  put  forth  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
poor  inhabitants  for  ever. 

- By  indenture,  dated  llth  October  1669,  between  Edward  AtM^ood,  John 
Atwood,  his  son  and  heir  apparent,  and  Martha  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters 
and  co-heirs  of  William  Venner,  deceased,  and  Thomas  Atwood,  brother  of  the 
said  Edward  Atwood,  of  the  first  part ; William  Lindon,  the  then  mayor  of  the 
said  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  Thomas  Taylor,  the  then  chief 
alderman  of  the  said  borough,  of  the  second  part ; John  Walmer,  Francis  Old- 
field, Simon  Gale,  Thomas  Hill,  Benjamin  Foans,  Thomas  Horne  and  Francis 
Haddock,  of  the  third  part ; after  reciting  the  will  of  William  Tyler,  so  far  as 
regarded  his  charitable  bequest  of  200/.  and  also,  that  he  had  died  not  long 
after  making  the  same  ; and  that  after  his  death,  Stephen  Burman,  one  of  the 
executors,  paid  the  said  sum  of  200/.  to  the  said  Thomas  Hill,  then  mayor,  and 
Francis  Oldfield,  then  chief  alderman,  parties  to  that  indenture  ; and  further 
reciting  certain  articles  of  agreement,  made  3d  September  1668,  between  the 
said  Edward  Atwood,  and  John  Atwood,  and  Martha  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and 
the  said  Thomas  Taylor,  then  mayor  of  the  said  borough,  and  the  said  Thomas 
Hill,  then  chief  alderman  of  the  said  borough,  of  the  other  part,  whereby  the 
said  Edward  Atwood,  John  Atwood,  and  Martha  his  wife,  for  the  consideration 
of  237/.  IO5.,  agreed  to  settle  and  assure  to  the  said  Thomas  Taylor  and  Thomas 
Hill,  or  to  such  as  they  should  appoint,  the  lands  and  hereditaments  after  men-' 
tioned,  and  the  said  Thomas  Taylor  and  Thomas  Hill,  in  pursuance  of  the 
trust  in  them  reposed  by  the  said  William  Tyler,  agreed  to  purchase  the  said 
lands  and  hereditaments,  with  the  said  200/.  so  bequeathed  by  the  said  William 
Tyler  as  aforesaid,  and  with  other  37  /.  IO5. ; It  was  witnessed,  that  the  parties 
of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  237/.  IO5.  to  them  paid  by  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  and  third  parts,  or  by  some  of  them,  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  did  thereby  grant  and  enfeoff  to  the  said  parties  of  the  third 
part,  all  that  their  one  yard-land,  or  third  part,  in  three  parts  to  be  divided,  of 
three  yard-lands,  of  arable  land,  meadow  and  pasture,  more  particularly  in 
a schedule  thereto  annexed  mentioned,  and  consisting  of  three-score  and  two 
lands  sellions  or  ridges  of  arable  land,  one  nther,  and  two  leys,  in  the  Homme 
or  Hamme,  every  year one  yard  and  a quarter,  every  other  year,  in  the  said 
Homme  otherwise  Hamme ; two  poles  and  a quarter,  in  Welcombe  meadow ; 
and  six  poles  and  a half  one  year,  and  six  poles  and  a quarter  each  other  year, 
in  Broad  Meadow,  of  meadow'  ground  and  common  of  pasture,  for  two  horses, 
six  rother  beasts,  and  50  sheep,  all  which  said  yard-land  and  premises  were 
situate  and  being,  and  to  be  had,  taken  and  enjoyed,  in  the  fields,  hamlets, 
precincts  and  parishes  of  Old  Stratford,  Welcombe  and  Bishopton,  or  in  some 
or  one  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Warwick  ; to  hold  to  the  grantees,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  to  their  only  use,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  nevertheless,  that  they,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  should  give  and  dispose  so  much  of  the  yearly  rents,  issues 
and  profits  of  the  said  yard-land  and  premises,  as  should  amount  to  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  12/.  to  and  amongst  12  such  poor  persons,  inhabiting  within  the 
said  town  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  as  neither  were  nor  should  be  inhabiting  in 
the  almshouse  there,  viz.  to  each  of  the  said  12  persons  205.  a year,  IO5.  on 
Rep.  15.  4 B 2 the 
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the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  105.  on  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas  the 
Apostle,  according  to  the  will  of  the  said  William  Tyler. 

And  it  was  further  granted  and  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that 
so  often  as  it  should  })lease  God  that  four  of  the  seven  persons  named  trustees 
as  aforesaid,  or  their  successors,  to  be  after  named,  should  be  dead,  or  departed 
out  of  the  said  borough  to  dwell  elsewhere,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  mayor 
and  chief  alderman  of  the  said  borough  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the 
residue  of  the  trustees  then  living,  to  name  and  chuse  seven  other  persons  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  feoffees  in  trust,  in  the  room  of  the 
former,  and  that  after  such  election,  such  of  the  feoffees  as  should  be  then  living, 
at  the  request  and  charges  of  the  mayor  and  chief  alderman  of  the  said  borough, 
should  convey  the  said  premises  to  the  said  seven  persons  so  newly  chosen,  and 
their  heirs,  to  the  uses  and  intents  aforesaid. 

And  it  was  further  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  every  year  the  two 
chamberlains  of  the  said  borough  for  the  time  being,  should  be  proctors  and 
collectors  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  yard-land  and  premises,  which 
said  proctors  or  collectors  should  collect  the  said  rents  and  profits,  and  distribute 
and  pay  them,  or  so  much  as  should  amount  yearly  to  12/.  per  annum,  to  such 
12  poor  persons  of  the  said  borough,  being  no  inhabitants  of  the  said  alms- 
houses there,  as  the  said  mayor  and  chief  alderman  yearly  should  appoint  the 
same  unto,  by  105.  a piece,  at  the  days  aforesaid,  and  should,  on  Friday  next 
after  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  yield  a true  account  of  their  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  said  rents  to  the  said  mayor  and  chief  alderman  for  the  time 
being,  and  should  then  deliver  all  the  overplus  money  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  their  lands  to  the  two  new  chamberlains  then  chosen,  according  to  the  will 
and  mind  of  the  .said  William  Tyler,  in  his  said  will  expressed. 

The  trusts  of  this  charity  have  not  been  regularly  continued.  When  the 
inclosure  of  the  common  lands  in  the  parish  took  place,  in  the  year  177^>  there 
were  no  trustees  living,  and  the  allotments  made  in  lieu  of  these  charity  lands, 
all  of  which  lay  in  the  open  fields,  were  awarded  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and 
burgesses  of  Stratford-upon-Avon.  The  mayor,  late  mayor,  and  two  senior 
aldermen,  who  are  the  magistrates  of  the  borough,  have  been  considered  as 
feoffees,  and  have  acted  in  the  management  of  the  charity. 

It  is  not  known  from  what  source  the  37 1-  105.  which  made  part  of  this 
purchase  money  was  derived,  no  mention  of  it  being  found  in  the  corporation 
books.  It  may  be  presumed,  that  it  was  a part  of  the  additional  50/.  given  by 
Tyler,  for  the  purchase  of  land. 

Neither  is  it  known  what  became  of  the  50/.  given  to  be  put  out  to  interest. 

The  property  acquired  under  the  foregoing  purchase  deed  now  consists  of 
the  following  parcels,  allotted  under  the  Inclosure  Act,  and  containing  in  the 
whole  11  ^ acres : — 


1. — Two  closes,  now  laid  together,  in  Old  Stratford,  containing  2a.  2r.  145?. 
let  to  Isaac  Gardner,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  - 

2 — A small  garden,  containing  1 e.  &39P.  and  buildings,  consisting  of 
stables,  &c.  on  lease  to  the  said  Isaac  Gardiner,  for  42  years  from 
Michaelmas  1821,  at  the  yearly  rent  >of  ------ 

The  tenant  covenanted  by  his  lease  to  build  stabling  for  ten 
horses,  and  has  in  fact  built  stabling  for  eleven  horses,  and  a double 
coach-house,  a shed,  and  a piggery ; the  whole  at  the  cost  of  at 
least  150/. 

3.  — Two  gardens,  laid  together,  and  containing  4 a.  3 r.  14  p.  let  to 

Joseph  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  per  annum  - - - - 

4.  — A garden,  let  to  Charles  Coles,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  - 

This  was  previously  let  to  William  Porter  for  3 /.  3 s.  It  was 
proposed  to  raise  his  rent  a guinea  or  two,  which  he  declined,  and 
the  premises  were  then  put  up  to  auction,  and  taken  by  Coles,  at 
the  present  rent,  in  1 824. 

5.  — A piece  of  garden  ground,  let  to  John  Tasker,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 

6.  — Two  ditto,  let  to  John  Hitchman,  as  yearly  tenant,  for  - - - 

7.  — ^^One  ditto,  let  to  William  Harrison,  as  yearly  tenant,  for  - - - 

The  three  last  parcels  contain  1 a.  3R.  38  p. 

8.  — Ditto,  let  to  William  Izod,  as  yearly  tenant,  for  - - - - 

9.  — Ditto,  let  to  William  George,  ditto 

JO. — Land  taken  by  tlie  Stratford  Canal  Company,  for  tlie  purposes  of  their 
navigation,  1 a.  1 r.  23  p.  - • - 


£.  s.  d. 
15  - - 

5 5 - 


30  - - 
7 5 - 


3 - - 
6 - - 

4 - - 

4 5 - 
22- 

12  - - 


£. 


88  17  - 


All 
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All  these  gardens  are  let  at  sufficient  rents.  Two  of  the  tenants,  Tasker  and 
Hitchman,  are  members  of  the  corporation  ; but  there  seems  no  reason  to  think 
that  any  higher  rent  could  be  got  for  the  premises  held  by  them. 

In  the  year  1821,  and  the  three  following  years,  an  abatement  of  20  per  cent 
was  allowed  to  the  tenants,  but  this  has  been  now  again  put  on. 

Previously  to  the  year  1816,  the  premises  were  let  in  three  holdings  only, 
and  produced  89^.  135.  6 c?.  a year. 

As  the  rents  have  increased  the  payments  made  on  account  of  the  charity 
have  been  proportionably  increased,  and  are  now  as  follows 


To  twelve  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town,  not  inhabiting  the 
almshouses,  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist 
The  like,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle  - - - 


£.  s.  d. 
34  14  - 
34  14  - 


£.  s.  d. 


To  the  minister,  for  a sermon  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  - - - - - 

To  the  clerk  ------------ 

To  the  sexton  - 

To  the  mayor,  &c.  for  a dinner  on  the  same  day  - - - _ _ 

Interest  of  20 1.  borrowed  of  the  trustees  of  Lord’s  charity,  for  fencing  the 
allotments  on  the  inclosure  - 
Land-tax 


69  8 - 
4 4- 

- 15  - 

- 15  - 

11  11  - 


1 4 - 


£. 


88  17  - 


The  12  inhabitants  who  partake  of  this  charity  are  selected  annually  from 
among  the  decayed  tradesm.en,  by  the  magistrates  for  the  year ; the  list  there- 
fore is  renewed  every  year,  but  frequently  comprises  some  of  the  names  con- 
tained in  the  preceding  list. 

When  the  list  is  made  out,  and  signed,  it  is  given  to  the  chamberlain,  who 
pays  the  poor  people,  dividing  the  money  among  them  in  equal  proportions. 

Richard  Smith’s  Charity. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  bearing  date  14-th  June  1095,  Richard  Smith, 
citizen  and  grocer,  of  London,  conveyed  to  John  Woolmer,  mayor  of  the 
borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  seven  others,  three  of  them  being  aider- 
men,  and  four  of  them  capital  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  two  messuages  or  tenements,  situate  in  Henley-street,  in  the  said 
borough,  therein  particularly  described,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof,  weekly,  for  ever,  upon  the  Lord’s  day,  at  the  parish  church  of  Old 
Stratford,  to  give  and  dispose  of  12  penny  loaves  of  bread,  to  12  poor  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  six  penny  loaves  of 
bread,  to  six  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Old  Stratford  ; and  also,  out  of 
the  said  rents  and  profits,  to  pay  yearly  to  the  minister  of  the  parish  church  of 
Stratford,  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  10 5.,  to  preach  a sermon  in  the  chapel 
of  the  said  borough  of  Stratford,  upon  the  first  Wednesday  in  September, 
before  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  being  the  usual 
day  of  election  of  mayor  there,  or  upon  what  other  day  they  should  elect  the 
said  mayor  *,  and  likewise,  to  the  clerk  or  sexton  of  the  said  parish  of  Old  Strat- 
ford, the  sum  of  1 5. ; And  upon  further  trust,  that  when  the  said  feoffees,  to  the 
number  of  five  or  six,  should -die,  then  the  other  two  or  tliree  surviving,  should 
make  a new  feoffment  of  the  premises  to  seven  or  eight  more  honest  and 
discreet  persons  of  the  said  borough,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  same  uses. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  by  several  conveyances,  the  last  of  which  i.s 
an  indenture  of  release,  founded  on  a lease  for  a year,  and  dated  4-th  October 
1820,  whereby  John  Fell,  of  Ratcliffe  Highway,  county  of  Middlesee,  as  h«ir 
to  the  surviving  trustee  in  the  last  preceding  trust  deed,  conveyed  to  William 
Burman,  mayor,  and  1 1 others,  six  of  them  being  aldermen,  and  five  of  them 
capital  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
all  those  two  messuages  or  tenements  then  divided  into  four  messuages  or  tene- 
ments, and  the  blacksmith’s  shop,  garden  ground.,  and  otlier  hereditaments  and 
appurtenances,  situate  in  Henley-street,  in  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon- 

Avon  aforesaid,  in  the  occupations  of  William  Alcock, Taylor, Busby, 

and  William  Morrall,  their  under-tenants  or  assigns,  which  premises  are  described 
in  a plan  on  the  margin  of  the  said  deed,  to  the  same  uses  as  are  declared  in 
the  indenture  of  feoffment  above  abstracted. 

In  the  year  1820,  these  four  houses,  which  had  been  then  lately  held  under 
a letting  at  32?.  10  5.  per  annum',  being  in  very  bad  condition,  a building 

Rep.  15.  4 B 3 lease 
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lease  of  the  premises  was  granted  to  William  Alcock,  for  42  years  from  Mi- 
chaelmas in  that  year,  at  the  rent  of  30/.  per  annum,  the  lease  being  expressed 
to  be  granted  in  consideration  of  the  tenant  having  taken  down  the  old  houses, 
and  expended  at  least  500  /.  in  erecting  there  new  houses  upon  the  site.  The 
lease  has  been  since  assigned  to  Joseph  Dolby. 

Eighteen  penny  loaves  are  sent  every  Sunday  to  the  church,  of  which  12  are 
given  to  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  and  six  to  poor  inhabitants  of'  the 
township  of  Old  Stratford. 

They  are  given  away  by  the  parish  clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  church- 
wardens, and  sometimes  in  presence  of  one  of  the  corporation,  to  such  of  the 
poor  people  of  the  borough  and  parish  as  they  think  to  be  most  in  want. 

The  105.  is  paid  to  the  vicar,  for  a sermon,  and  1 s.  to  the  clerk.  The  rest  of 
the  rent  remains  in  the  corporation  fund. 

Chandler’s  Charity. 

It  is  stated  on  a benefaction  table  in  the  church,  that  Richard  Chandler^ 
citizen,  of  London,  gave,  at  what  time  is  not  mentioned,  100/.  to  the  borough 
of  Stratford,  to  buy  land,  the  increase  thereof  to  be  disposed  of,  viz. ; 20  s.  to 
the  minister,  to  preach  a sermon  concerning  the  excellency  of  baptism,  in  the 
chapel,  on  the  20th  of  March,  yearly,  unless  it  should  fall  on  a Sunday,  and  then 
on  the  next  day  following ; 10  s.  for  the  clerk  and  sexton  ; 30  s.  to  be  distributed 
to  the  poor  of  the  borough,  yearly,  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  same,  and  10  5. 
yearly,  for  their  pains,  and  the  overplus  to  be  laid  out  in  clothing  for  poor 
children  of  the  borough. 

Nothing  is  known  of  what  was  done  with  this  100/.,  but  20  5.  are  paid  by  the 
corporation,  to  the  vicar,  for  a sermon,  on  the  20th  March,  and  10  5.  to  the 
clerk  and  sexton  ; and  in  the  month  of  March,  coats  are  provided  for  six  poor 
boys,  the  cost  of  which,  including  the  making,  was  in  the  year  1824,  5l.  3 s. 

The  coats  are  given  to  boys  attending  the  Sunday  school,  and  recommended 
by  the  master  as  most  deserving.  The  objects  are  changed  every  year. 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  known  of  late,  on  what  account  these  coats 
have  been  given  ; but  there  seems  little  reason  to  doubt,  that  they  are  on 
account  of  Chandler’s  charity. 

The  following  benefactions  are  recorded  upon  tablets  in  the  church  : — 

Oaken’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Odken^  gentleman,  gave  40  /.  to  be  let  out  to  eight  poor  tradesmen  of 
this  borough,  from  three  years  to  three  years,  at  3d.  in  the  pound,  changing  the 
parties  every  third  year,  the  increase  thereof  to  be  given  as  followeth,  viz. ; 

Ss.  4>d.  for  a sermon,  to  be  preached  every  first  Wednesday  in  September,  and 
105.  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to  be  drank  the  same  day,  the  remainder  to  f ■ 
be  given  to  the  poor  in  bread,  three  days  before  Christmas.  " ^ 

The  date  of  this  gift  is  stated  in  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  act,  to  have  been  ’ i 

in  1573. 

The  sum  of  3 5.  4>d.  a year  is  paid  by  the  corporation  to  the  vicar,  in  respect 
of  this  charity  ; but  no  bread  is  distributed. 

Mountford’s  Charity. 

William  Mountford  gave  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  this 
borough,  20/.,  for  ever,  to  be  let  out  at  l6c/.  in  the  pound,  the  interest  thereof 
he  disposed  of  as  followeth,  viz. ; 6 s.  8 d.  for  a sermon,  to  be  preached  yearly, 
on  the  15th  day  of  April,  and  the  remainder  to  be  distributed  yearly  to  the 
poor  in  bread  on  the  same  day. 

Six  shillings  and  eight-pence  are  paid  yearly  by  the  corporation  to  the  vicar, 
but  no  bread  is  distributed  in  respect  of  this  charity. 

Hamlet  Smith’s  Charity. 

Hamlet  Smith  gave  5 /.  to  be  let  out  to  poor  tradesmen,  at  16  rf.  in  the  pound, 
annual  interest,  which  increase  being  6 5.  8 d.,  he  ordered  one  half  for  a sermon, 
to  be  preached  yearly,  on  Friday  in  Easter  week,  and  the  other  to  be  given  to 
the  poor,  in  bread,  with  Mr,  Oaken’s. 

Under  this  charity  also  the  payment  of  3 5.  4 d.  is  made  to  the  vicar,  but  no 
bread  is  distributed. 

Ann  Lloyd’s  Charity. 

Ann  Lloj/d,  widow,  gave  to  this  parish  11  /.,  to  be  let  out  by  the  churchwardens 
at  the  yearly  increase  of  I65,  which  she  ordered  to  be  disposed  of  as  followeth, 

viz. ; 
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viz. ; 6s.  for  a sermon,  to  be  preached  yearly  in  the  church,  the  Sunday  before 
St.  Thomas,  and  the  remainder  towards  the  repairs  of  this  church,  the  chapel, 
and  Mill  bridge. 

According  to  the  above  inscription,  this  benefaction  seems  to  have  been 
placed  under  the  management  of  the  churchwardens.  The  sum,  however, 
directed  to  be  paid  for  a sermon  is  received  by  the  vicar  from  the  corporation. 

It  is  not  now  known  what  became  of  the  four  last  mentioned  benefactions, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  they  have  long  been  lost.  They  are  stated  to  have  been 
so  in  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3.  As  the  corporation,  however, 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  regularly  paying  to  the  minister  the  sums  directed  by 
the  several  donors  to  be  given  out  of  the  interest  for  sermons,  we  think  this 
amounts  to  an  admission,  that  the  principal  sums  are  to  be  considered  as  re- 
maining in  their  hands  ; and  that  unless  they  can  rebut  this  presumption,  by 
showing  what,  in  fact,  became  of  them,  they  ought  to  make  the  other  charitable 
payments  to  which  the  interest  was  appropriated.  These  amount  to — 

For  bread,  under  Oaken’s  gift  - - - - - 

Ditto,  under  Mountford’s  - - - - - 

Ditto,  under  Hamlet  Smith’s  _ _ _ - 


For  repairs  of  church,  chapel  and  Mill  bridge,  under  Ann  Lloyd’s 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

- 13  4 

- 

- 3 4 

f. 

1 16  8 

I’s 

- 9 4 

£. 

2 6 - 

The  corporation  expressed  to  us,  through  the  town  clerk,  their  readiness  to 
make  these  additional  payments,  and  to  distribute  the  bread  as  directed. 


Straiford-upon- 

Avon. 

Ann  Lloyd's 
Charity. 


Parrott’s  Gift. 

Robert  Farrott  ga,ve  401.,  to  be  let  out  to  poor  tradesmen  of  the  said  borough, 
at  the  rate  of4tf.  in  the  pound,  and  the  yearly  increase  thereof  to  be  disposed 
of  as  followeth  ; viz.  3 s.  4d.  for  a sermon,  to  be  preached  on  Friday  in  Whitsun 
week,  yearly,  and  10  s.  for  a collation  for  the  members  of  the  corporation  the 
same  day. 

The  corporation  pay  3s.  4>d.  annually  to  the  vicar.  This  benefaction  is  in 
the  same  predicament  as  the  four  preceding,  but  as  it  is  subjected  to  no  other 
charitable  payments,  it  does  not  require  any  observation. 

Charities  of  John  Turner,  and  others. 

Jofm  Turner  gave  40s.  yearly,  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor,  with 
Mr.  Oaken’s. 

Lawrence  Palmer  gave  10/.,  to  be  let  out  to  poor  tradesmen  of  this  borough, 
at  12d.  in  the  pound  interest,  and  the  increase  to  be  yearly  bestowed  on  the 
poor  in  bread,  with  Oaken’s. 

Thomas  Barber  gave  5 /.,  to  be  let  out  to  poor  tradesmen  of  this  borough,  at 
12d.  in  the  pound  interest,  and  the  increase  to  be  yearly  bestowed  on  the  poor 
in  bread,  with  Mr.  Oaken’s. 

Nicholas  Ingram  gave  10/.,  to  be  let  out  to  poor  tradesmen  of  this  borough, 
at  12d.  in  the  pound,  the  increase  to  be  yearly  bestowed  on  the  poor  in  bread, 
with  Mr.  Oaken’s. 

John  Sadler  and  Richard  Quyney  gave  150/.,  to  be  lent  out,  the  increase  to 
be  given  to  the  poor  of  the  borough  for  ever. 

Of  these  five  benefactions,  no  further  information  can  be  obtained.  They 
are  supposed  to  be  lost. 

Tomes’s  Charity. 

Besides  the  charities  recorded  in  the  benefaction  tables,  as  above  stated,  we 
find  the  following,  in  a blank  leaf  of  the  parish  register : — 

“ Memorandum. — In  the  year  1640,  a charity  of  1 /.  yearly  was  given  by 
Henry  Tomes^  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  borough 
of  Stratford  and  Clifford,  to  be  given  on  Good  Friday,  yearly.  The  same  was 
constantly  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  houses  till  about  the  year  17^0,  when  the 
houses  were  sold  to  one  Careless,  and  afterwards  bought  by  Mr.  Hunt,  the 
attorney,  who  has  since  refused  the  payment. 

“ N.B. — The  deed  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grey,  as  executor  of  Mr.  Salmon 
Joiner.  December  the  25th,  I769.” 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  respecting  this  gift, 
or  to  ascertain  the  property  on  which  it  was  charged. 

Rep.  15.  4 B 4 
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Woolmer’s  Charity. 

In  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3,  mention  is  made  of  a rent 
charge  of  2/.,  given  by  the  will  of  Joseph  Woolmer  in  I747,  for  bread  to  the 
poor,  and  then  paid  by  Henry  Roberts. 

We  have  not  found  any  record  of  this  gift  in  the  parish  ; but  it  is  said,  that 
it  was  charged  on  a house  in  Chapel-street,  now  belonging  to  Mrs.  Dinah 
Warrilow,  and  that  payment  was  refused,  on  the  ground  of  the  legacy  being 
void  by  the  statute  of  mortmain. 

Hatton’s  Charity. 

The  returns  also  mention  a gift  in  money  by Hatton,  the  date  of 

which  was  unknown,  for  teaching  12  poor  children,  and  which  is  stated  to  have 
been  then  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  producing  51.  4^.  a year. 

. We  can  discover  nothing  further  concerning  this  gift. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  OLD  STRATFORD. 

Henry  Smith’s  Charity. 

'It  is  stated  in  the  benefaction  table,  that  Henry  Smith,  of  Old  Stratford, 
gentleman,  gave  12  c?.  per  week,  to  be  raised  out  of  the  rent  of  six  tenements, 
in  the  Chapel-lane,  to  buy  bread,  to  be  given  to  12  poor  people  of  this  parish, 
on  every  Lord’s-day,  for  ever. 

In  the  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3,  it  is  stated,  that  these  six 
tenements  had  been  taken  down,  and  that  the  land  was  then  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Charles  Hunt,  who  was  a solicitor  and  banker,  at  Stratford.  He  after- 
wards built  a good  house  on  the  site,  which  he  sold  to  Mr.  Hobbs,  solicitor,  of 
Stratford,  deceased,  to  whose  children  it  now  belongs.  The  title-deeds  of  this 
property  make  no  mention  of  this  rent-charge  ; and  in  the  absence  of  any  proof 
of  actual  payment,  the  evidence  of  the  benefaction  table  alone  does  not  appear 
sufficient  to  fix  the  charge  upon  the  present  proprietors. 

N.  B. — An  account  of  Richard  Smith’s  gift  of  six  penny  loaves,  weekly,  to 
the  poor  of  Old  Stratford,  has  been  given  above,  among  the  charities  in  the 
borough. 

Eden’s  School. 

There  is  a dame’s  school  in  Old  Stratford,  at  which  21  children,  boys  and 
girls,  between  the  ages  of  5 and  9 years,  are  taught  to  spell  and  read,  and  to 
repeat  the  church  catechism,  and  the  girls  also  to  sew,  for  which  the  school- 
mistress receives,  by  quarterly  payments,  the  annual  sum  of  9?.  25.,  being  at 
the  rate  of  2rf.  a week  for  each  scholar. 

This,  with  five  other  schools  of  a like  description,  at  different  places  in  the 
counties  of  Gloucester  and  Worcester,  were  founded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Eden,  of 
Weston -sub-Edge,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  who,  for  the  endowment  thereof, 
by  deed  enrolled,  dated  the  6th  December  1773,  conveyed  to  trustees  a farm’, 
containing  about  26  acres  of  land,  at  Mangotsfield,  in  the  said  county,  and  also, 
some  houses  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Redcliffe,  in  Bristol,  the  rents  of  which 
amount  altogether  to  71^-  a year.  From  this  fund  the  salaries  of  the  school- 
mistresses are  paid,  and  spelling-books,  testaments  and  bibles,  are  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  schools. 

We  are  obliged  to  postpone  to  a future  opportunity  (when  we  shall  come  to 
some  other  of  the  parishes  interested  in  this  charity),  a more  particular  account 
of  the  foundation  of  these  schools,  and  of  the  state  of  the  property  and  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  given  for  their  support. 

HAMLET  OF  LUDDINGTON. 

Lady  Conway’s  Gift. 

In  the  account  of  the  charities  under  the  management  of  the  Grocers  Com- 
pany of  London,  given  in  our  Sixth  Report,  at  page  274,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
Catherine  Viscountess  Conway,  by  a codicil  to  her  will,  (which  will  was  dated 
29th  March  1637,)  directed,  that  the  company  should,  in  respect  of  a certain 
sum  of  money,  thereby  bequeathed  to  them,  pay  annually  to  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  of  Luddington,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  the  sum  of  51.,  to  be 
distributed  by  them  amongst  the  poor  of  that  place,  who  should  be  most  aged, 
lame  and  impotent. 

The  sum  of  5/.  a year  is  received  from  the  Grocers  Company,  by  the  vicar 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  which  parish  Luddington  is  a hamlet,'  and  is  given 

^ . . . , away 
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away  by  him  about  Christmas  to  the  poor  families  of  the  hamlet,  in  equal  sums, 
generally  about  35.  each.  It  is  at  the  desire  of  the  poor  parishioners  that 
it  is  thus  distributed,  such  having  been  the  mode  of  distribution  long  pursued, 
and  from  which  they  do  not  wish  to  depart. 


Luddington, 


i 


Lady  Conway's 
Gift, 

continmd. 


PARISH  OF  STUDLEY. 

PARISH  LANDS. 

Charities  of  Lord  Abergavenny,  and  others. 

There  is  an  estate  in  this  parish,  containing  about  30  acres,  vested  in  trustees 
For  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  which  appears  to  have  been  acquired 
at  different  times,  and  is  attributed  to  the  following  benefactions,  of  which  the 
only  knowledge  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  (except  as  to  the  first  three),  is 
derived  from  the  tablets  of  the  church. 

Gifts  of  Lord  Abergavenny,  and  Thomas  Robbins,  and  of  Edmund  Court. 
— The  particulars  of  these  benefactions,  the  two  first  of  which  amounted  to 
100/.,  and  the  latter  was  a grant  of  tithe,  will  be  found  in  the  abstract  of  a trust 
deed,  which  we  shall  presently  set  forth. 

The  statements  of  the  other  benefactions  are  taken  from  the  benefaction 
tables. 

Kendal’s  Gift. — One KendaU  in  or  about  the  year  1684>,  verbally  gave 

5 /.  to  the  parish,  for  the  interest  to  be  for  ever  distributed  to  the  poor  thereof, 
upon  Good  Friday,  yearly. 

William  Moore’s  Gifts. — Mr.  William  Moore ^ of  Studley,  by  his  will,  dated 
August  17,  1714,  gave  51.  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  there,  for  the  interest  to 
be  paid  yearly,  to  the  minister  thereof,  for  the  time  being,  for  preaching  a ser- 
mon on  Good  Friday,  in  every  year. 

Eyres’s  Gift. — William  Eyres^  by  his  will,  dated  13th  March  1739,  gave  his 
piece  of  land,  lying  in  this  parish,  known  by  the  name  of  Blockhill,  to  be  se- 
cured to  the  feoffees  of  the  poor’s  land  for  ever,  the  produce  thereof,  to  pay  for 
schooling  of  two  poor  boys  of  this  parish,  to  be  named  by  the  owner  for  the 
lime  being,  of  his  estate,  then  occupied  by  Thomas  Britton,  and  charged  as  he 
should  think  fit,  for  ever. 

^ Mortiboys’s  Gi¥T.— William  Mortiboys,  by  his  will,  dated  January  18th,  1733, 
gave  175  /.,to  remain  as  a stock,  for  ever,  but  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Edmund 
Chambers,  esquire.  Court  Dewes,  esquire,  and  the  rest  of  the  feoffees  of  the 
poor’s  land  in  Studley,  and  the  vicar  thereof  for  the  time  being,  to  be  laid  out 
in  land  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  be  placed  out  at  interest, 
in  their  names,  in  trust,  that  they  should  yearly,  for  ever,  apply  and  pay  the 
interest  thereof,  when  out  at  interest,  and  the  rents  and  profits  when  laid  out  in 
land,  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  following,  that  is  to  say  ; so  much  as 
should  arise  from  100/.,  in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit,  one  half 
part  for  clothing  four  poor  men  or  women,  of  the  said  parish  of  Studley,  two 
whereof  to  be  resident  on  the  one  side  of  the  parish  next  his  estate  there,  and 
the  two  other  on  the  other  side  of  the  parish,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
said  trustees,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever  j and  the  other  half  part  of  the  said  inte- 
rests or  rents  relating  to  the  said  100/.,  to  be  every  year,  for  ever,  given  and 
paid  upon  Good  Friday,  to  the  poor  families  in  the  parish  of  Studley,  at  sixpence 
a house;  and  as  to  what  should  arise,  or  be  made  from  the  said  75/.,  it  was  to  be 
•laid  out  and  applied  for  teaching  two  poor  children  of  the  said  parish,  as  the  said 
trustees,  and  the  vicar  thereof  for  the  time  being,  should  judge  best. 

Of  the  sum  of  175/.  given  by  Mr.  Mortiboys,  it  is  stated  in  the  printed  returns 
to  Parliament,  under  the  Act  of  2GGeo.  3d,  called  Gilbert’s  Act,  that  110/.,  which 
is  there  mentioned  as  the  portion  given  for  maintaining  and  clothing  the  poor, 
was  then  invested  in  land,  and  it  is  generally  understood  to  have  contributed 
to  the  purchase  of  a part  of  the  present  poor’s  land ; 60/.  of  the  legacy,  men- 
tioned in  the  returns,  as  given  for  teaching  six  poor  children,  is  there  stated  to  be 
then  in  the  hands  of  Phillips^Lyttleton.  It  is  probable,  as  we  shall  presently  see, 
that  this  sum  v/as  afterwards  applied  towards  the  building  a school-house,  which 
now  forms  a part  of  the  trust  property,  and  to  which  purpose,  the  two  following 
donations  also  were  in  all  probability  applied. 
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Studley.  What  became  of  the  remaining  5 1.  of  Mortiboys’s  legacy,  we  have  no  infor- 

. , mation. 

Parish  Lands  : 

Charities  of  Thomas  Slipper’s  Gift— August  17th,  A.  D.  1711,  20/.  were  given  by 
Lord  Abergavenny,  Mr.  Thomas  Slipper,  to  the  parish  of  Studley,  the  lawful  use  thereof,  to  the 
and  others,  world’s  end,  to  be  laid  out  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  in  clothing  two 
con^et . poor  fatherless  children  of  Studley  parish,  the  one  a boy,  the  other  a girl,  of  his 
kindred,  if  there  should  be  any  such,  or  otherwise  the  poorest  that  could  be 
chosen,  and  that  it  should  be  done  every  year,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day. 

Joseph  Slipper’s  Gift. — February  8lh,  A.  D.  17H>  10^-  were  given  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Slipper,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Studley,  that  should 
receive  the  holy  sacrament  at  Easter  and  Christmas,  the  lawful  interest  of  the 
said  10/.  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  communicants  at  the  communion. 

The  gradual  acquisition  of  the  parish  lands,  from  these  benefactions,  will 
appear  from  the  following  deeds  : — 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  20th  April  I7IO,  between  Edmund  Edes, 
then  of  Kinwarton  but  formerly  of  Studley,  and  John  Banks  the  elder,  of 
Studley,  of  the  one  part,  and  Charles  Knottesford  esquire,  and  nine  others,  all 
of  Studley,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  John  Court,  father  of  Edmund 
Court  late  of  Studley,  was  in  his  life-time,  by  virtue  of  a devise  contained  in 
the  last  will  of  one  Edmund  Court  of  Ulborough  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
lawfully  seised  to  him,  the  said  John  Court,  and  his  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the 
parishioners  of  Studley,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  their  church  and  poor  there,  of 
and  in  all  those  closes  or  inclosures  of  pasture,  wood,  ground,  &c.  formerly 
known  by  the  several  names  of  Marsh  Croft,  and  Wethall,  and  then  by  the  name 
of  the  Parish  Lands,  containing  by  estimation  20  acres  or  thereabouts,  lying 
together  in  the  said  parish  of  Studley,  near  a place  there  called  Marsh  Green, 
which  said  premises  were  theretofore  purchased  in  the  name  of  the  said  Edmund 
Court  of  Ulborough,  with  the  parish  monies  of  Studley,  aforesaid,  viz. ; with  80/. 
formerly  allowed  to  the  parishioners  of  Studley,  by  the  late  Lord  Abergavenny, 
upon  his  sale  of  certain  ancient  trees,  growing  on  part  of  the  waste  grounds  of 
Studley  called  Mapleborough  Green,  whereof  the  said  parishioners  had  used  to 
enjoy  the  pawnage  and  windfall  wood,  and  with  20/.  more,  that  was  formerly 
given  by  one  Thomas  Robbins,  for  and  towards  the  raising  a yearly  sum  of  40s.,  to 
be  paid  and  distributed  amongst  the  poor  people  of  the  said  parish  of  Studley, 
on  St.  Thomas’s  day  and  Good  Friday  in  every  year,  and  which  premises  de- 
scended to  the  said  Edmund  Court  of  Studley,  and  his  heirs,  as  son  and  heir  of  the 
said  John  Court,  who  was  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Edmund  Court  of  Ulborough, 
in  trust  as  aforesaid ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Edmund  Court  of  Stud- 
ley, by  indenture,  dated  22d  September  1658,  did  grant  unto  Charles  Knottesford, 
and  others,  of  whom  the  said  Edmund  Edes  and  John  Banks  the  elder  were  the 
only  survivors,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  said  closes  or  inclosures  of  pasture  and  wood 
grounds,  together  with  one  messuage  or  tenement  and  the  buildings  then  lately 
erected;  to  hold  the  same  on  the  trusts  thereinafter  expressed ; and  also  reciting, 
that  the  said  John  Court  being  in  his  life-time  possessed  of  all  tithes  whatsoever, 
arising  from  the  above  mentioned  lands  and  premises,  for  a long  term  of  years  then 
to  come  and  unexpired,  the  estate  and  interest  of  which  said  John  Court  in  the 
said  tithes  was  then  legally  settled  upon  the  said  Edmund  Court  of  Studley,  his 
executors,  &c.  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  term,  he  the  said  Edmund  Court,  of 
Studley,  of  his  own  good  will,  to  have  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage 
or  tenement,  and  pi  emises,  advanced  to  the  full,  for  the  good  ends  and  intentions 
in  the  said  indenture  of  feoffment  mentioned,  did  by  the  said  recited  indenture 
of  feoffment,  freely  grant  to  the  said  feoffees,  therein  named,  that  they  and  all 
future  trustees  of  the  said  parish  lands,  might  enjoy  the  said  parish  lands  and 
tenements,  freed  and  discharged  from  all  manner  of  tithes,  during  the  term  of 
years  wherein  the  said  Edmund  Court,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
should  have  the  ownership  thereof ; It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Edmund 
Edes  and  John  Banks,  as  surviving  executors,  for  the  considerations  therein  men- 
tioned, conveyed  to  the  said  Charles  Knottesford  and  others  of  the  second  part, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  and  closes  or  inclo- 
sures of  pasture  and  wood  grounds,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Studley  to  receive  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits thereof,  to  be  employed  by  them  yearly,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  yearly 
sum  of40.s.,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  for  disposing  of  the  residue  of  the  rents 
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and  profits,  towards  the  repair  of  the  parish  church  of  Studley  aforesaid,  or  for  Studley. 

the  relieving  the  poor  inhabitants  thereof^  or  for  either,  and  such  of  the  said  . 

charitable  uses  as  the  feoffees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  at  any  time  Lands : 

thereafter  direct  or  appoint,  and  for  default  of  such  direction  or  appointment.  Lord  AbereavLnr 
then  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  which 
said  churchwardens  and  overseers  were  to  give  up  a just  and  true  account,  on 
Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  at  the  parish  church  of  Studley,  yearly,  to  the  feoffees, 
or  in  default  thereof,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Studley,  to  the  end  that  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises,  might  be  truly  and  conscientiously  employed  as 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  donors. 

And  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  major  part  of  the  feoffees  should  die,  the 
survivors  should  nominate  and  enfeoff  other  new  feoffees  upon  the  same  trusts  ; 
and  a power  was  given  to  the  trustees,  to  let  the  premises  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  twenty-one  years. 

There  is  a subsequent  feoffment  to  new  trustees  to  the  same  purport  as  the 
foregoing,  dated  13th  June  1754. 

And  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  13th  and  14th  March  1800, 
between  Phillips  Lyttleton,  esq.,  Thomas  Chambers,  esq.,  and  Thomas  Handy, 
survivors  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  last  mentioned  feoffment,  of  the  one  part; 
and  Robert  Knight,  of  Barrells,  esquire,  John  Lyttleton,  of  Studley,  esquire, 

William  Chambers,  of  Rugby,  esquire,  the  Rev.  John  Chambers,  of  Studley, 

Francis  Holyoake,  of  Tettenhall,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  esquire,  the  Rev.  John 
Bartlam,  of  Tettenhall,  curate  of  Studley,  John  Reeve,  James  Fisher,  John 
Moore,  John  Bate,  and  William  Whitehouse,  all  of  Studley  aforesaid,  Joseph 
Ruston,  of  Ueretend,  in  the  parish  of  Aston,  near  Birmingham,  Thomas  Chil 
lingworth,  of  Redditch,  in  the  parish  of  Tardebeg,  in  the  county  of  Worcester 
of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  trust  deeds  before  mentioned  ; it  was  witnessed 
that  the  parties  of  the  first  part  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part 
and  their  heirs,  all  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  and  closes  of  arable,  mea 

dow  and  pasture  land,  then  in  the  possession  of Homing  ; and  also  all  other 

the  messuages,  tenements,  lands  and  premises,  yearly  sum  and  sums  of 
money,  whereof  or  wherein  the  said  Phillips  Lyttleton,  Thomas  Chambers 
and,  Thomas  Handy,  or  either  of  them,  had  any  estate,  right  or  interest,  as 
being  the  surviving  feoffees  or  trustees  for  the  parish  of  Studley  aforesaid  ; and 
also  all  and  singular  the  tithes,  both  great  and  small,  which  were  purchased  by 
the  said  Phillips  Lyttleton,  Thomas  Chambers,  and  Thomas  Handy,  from  Pere- 
grine Dealtry,  esquire,  and  were  conveyed  to  them  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  27th  and  28th  December  then  last;  to  hold  the  said  several 
messuages,  lands,  tithes  and  premises,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  are  declared  in 
the  preceding  trust  deeds. 

This  is  the  last  trust  deed  that  has  been  executed  of  the  parish  lands. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  these  deeds  no  specific  mention  is  made  of  any 
premises,  except  those  derived  from  the  gifts  of  Lord  Abergavenny,  and 
Robbins,  but  that  in  the  last  deed  there  is,  after  the  grant  of  what  appears  t» 
be  those  premises,  a general  clause,  conveying  all  other  messuages,  lands,  &c.  to 
which  the  grantors  were  entitled  as  surviving  trustees. 

Of  what  parcels  these  other  premises  consisted,  will  appear  from  an  old  lease, 
dated  1st  February  1758,  whereby  the  then  trustees,  described  as  feoffees  in 
trust  for  the  paiish  land  of  Studley  thereinafter  particularly  mentioned  and 
described,  demised  to  Cornelius  Chattock,  all  those  closes  or  inclosures  of  pas- 
ture and  wood  ground,  formerly  known  by  the  names  of  Marsh  Croft  and 
Mothall,  and  then  by  the  name  of  the  Parish  Lands,  containing,  by  estimation, 
twenty  acres,  or  thereabouts,  and  all  tithes,  great  or  small,  growing  or  arising 
in  and  upon  the  same  ; and  also,  all  that  messuage  or  tenement,  then  converted 
into  a barn,  with  the  garden  or  orchard,  situate  in  a certain  place  in  the  said 
parish  of  Studley,  called  Clerk’s  Green,  together  with  one  little  parcel  of 
meadow  ground,  and  one  other  parcel  of  arable  land,  lying  in  a certain  field  in 
the  said  parish,  called  Handhill  Field,  being  then  or  late  three  distinct  parts  or 
inclosures,  and  the  same  with  the  said  meadow  ground  containing  in  the  whole 
about  six  acres,  and  were  purchased  of  Edmund  Chambers,  esquire,  deceased ; 
and  also,  a piece  of  land  in  the  said  parish,  called  Brockhill,  formerly  the  land 
of  William  Eyres,  deceased,  containing,  by  estimation,  about  six  acres  ; and 
also,  all  that  piece  of  land,  called  Pittance,  adjoining  to  the  said  Brockhill,  and 
given  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Studley,  by  Court  Dewes, 
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esquire,  deceased  ; to  hold  to  the  said  Cornelius  Chattock,  his  executors  and 
administrators,  for  twelve  years  from  Lady-day  then  next,  at  the  yearly  rent 
for  the  first  mentioned  closes  of  pasture,  wood-grounds  and  tithes,  of  9/.,  and  for 
the  remainder  of  the  premises  Q>  L \5s. 

From  the  statement  in  this  lease,  it  appears,  that  in  the  year  1748,  in  addition 
to  the  land  derived  from  the  donation  of  Lord  Abergavenny  and  Robbins,  the 
trust  premises  comprised  the  piece  of  land  given  by  Eyres,  and  about  six  acres 
of  land  purchased  from  Mr.  Chambers,  which  six  acres  (as  w'e  find  no  trace  of 
any  subsequent  purchase  prior  to  the  last  trust  deed)  must  constitute  that  part 
of  the  trust  estate  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  acquired  with  the  benefac- 
tions of  Kendall,  Moore  and  Mortiboys.  That  Kendall’s  51.  was  employed 
towards  this  purchase,  there  seems  indeed  no  other  reason  for  supposing  than  that 
there  are  no  other  means  of  accounting  for  that  money.  That  Moore’s  and 
Mortiboys  were  so  employed,  seems  sufficiently  confirmed  by  the  application 
that  has  been  always  made  of  a portion  of  the  rent  to  the  purposes  for  which 
their  respective  donations  were  made. 

Of  the  piece  of  land  called  Pittance,  stated  to  have  been  given  to  the  poor 
by  Court  Dewes,  esquire,  we  have  no  information  except  what  is  derived  from 
this  lease.  We  suspect  some  error  in  the  description  of  this  parcel,  occasioned 
perhaps,  by  the  circumstance  of  two  rent-charges,  given  by  CourtDewes,  having 
been  charged  on  land  called  Putchens,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

Subsequently  to  the  execution  of  the  last  trust  deed,  a small  piece  of  land, 
containing  about  an  acre,  was  purchased  of  John  Lyttleton,  esquire,  with 
26 1.  the  produce  of  a sale  of  timber  from  the  charity  land,  and  was  conveyed 
to  the  trustees  by  indenture,  dated  29th  September  1801,  in  trust,  to  permit 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  to  receive  the  rents,  and  employ  them  in  re- 
lieving the  poor  inhabitants,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  declared  with  respect  to 
the  other  charity  lands,  by  the  indenture  of  release  of  the  14th  March  1800. 
This  has  been  added  to  the  land  called  Great  Brockhill,  derived  from  the  gift 
of  William  Eyres. 

This  trust  estate  consists  at  present  of  the  following  parcels,  as  ascertained  by 
a survey  made  in  the  year  1819,  by  Mr.  William  Fowler: — 


N**  1.  Parish  Meadow  - --  --  --  -- 

2.  Barn  Close  ---------- 

3.  Great  Brockhill,  (comprising  the  piece  of  land  purchased  in 

1801  of  Mr.  Lyttleton)  ------- 

4.  Barn  and  Paddock  - --  --  --  - 

5.  Workhouse  Close  --------- 

d.  Pear-tree  Hill  - - ------ 

7.  Parish  Hill  - --  --  --  --  - 

8.  Allotment  at  Clark’s  Green  ------- 

9.  School-house  and  garden,  allotted  under  the  Studley  Inclo- 

sure Act  - --  ------ 


A. 

1 

3 
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2 4 


33 

31 
12 

1 

32 
37 


2 34 


30  1 7 

The  whole  of  this  property,  except  the  last  parcel,  is  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  John  Bate,  who  is  one  of  the  trustees,  under  a lease  granted  to  Thomas 
Bate,  his  son,  by  the  trustees,  for  fourteen  years  from  Lady-day  1822,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  38/.  He  had  previously  held  it  under  a lease,  granted  in  1800, 
at  37/.  That  lease  he  had  taken  at  jiublic  auction,  at  which  he  was  the  highest 
bidder.  The  lease  having  expired  for  some  time,  the  trustees  thought  it  right 
to  put  the  land  up  again  to  auction,  which  they  did  in  1822.  Many  people 
attended  at  the  auction,  but  none  bid  except  some  of  the  feoffees,  and  it  was 
finally  bought  in  for  them  at  36/.  a-year.  Mr.  Bate  afterwards  agreed  with  the 
other  feoffees  to  take  it  at  38/.,  and  the  lease  was  accordingly  made  out  in  his 
son’s  name.  This  appears  to  be  quite  as  much  rent  as  the  land  is  worth. 

The  land  is  tithe  free.  Part  of  the  tithe  was,  as  we  have  seen,  derived  from 
the  gift  of  Mr.  Edmund  Court.  The  rest  was  purchased  of  Mr.  Peregrine 
Dealtry,  for  20/.  I65.  and  was  conveyed  to  the  trustees  (as  mentioned  in  the 
last  trust  deed)  by  indenture  of  the  2Sth  December  1799,  by  the  description 
of  the  great  and  small  tithes  of  the  several  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Barley 
Ground,  and  two  parcels  of  pasture  adjoining  thereto,  containing  two  acres,  the 
property  of  the  trustees. 


The 
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The  school-house  and  garden  are  occupied,  rent  free,  by  a schoolmaster. 
This  school-house  was  built  by  subscription  in  the  year  1810,  upon  part  of  the 
waste  land  of  the  manor,  granted  for  the  purpose  by  the  lord,  with  the  consent 
of  the  freeholders  ; but  the  conveyance  not  having  been  perfected,  this  piece  of 
! land,  with  the  school-house,  were,  upon  the  inclosure  of  the  parish  some  years 
I since,  allotted  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor  estate. 

Towards  the  subscription  made  for  building  this  school-house,  a sum  of  100/., 
part  of  the  charitable  funds  belonging  to  the  parish,  was  applied,  respecting  the 
i origin  of  which,  some  elucidation  is  derived  from  the  following  entry  in  the 
churchwarden’s  charitv  book  ; — 
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This  entry  states,  that  on  the  8th  August  1804,  Phillips  Lyttleton,  esq. 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Nathan  Heming  61. , being  15  years  interest  of 
10/.  left  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Slipper,  and  8.'?., 
being  half  a year’s  interest  of  20/.,  left  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  [probably 
the  gift  of  Thomas  Slipper]  - 

Mr.  Thomas  Lea  paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Nathan  Heming,  for  interest  of 
George  Petre’s  annuity  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  - - - - - 

£. 

On  the  same  8th  August  1804,  Mr.  Heming  paid  to  Mr.  Lea  10  /.,  to  make 
up  the  90  1.  which  Phillips  Lyttleton  had  paid  in,  100/.,  which  was  placed 
on  the  security  of  Mapleborough  Green  turnpike  road  - - _ - 

This  left  in  Mr.  Heming’s  hands  a balance  of  - - - - - £. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

6 

8 

— 

5 

4 

6 

11 

12 

6 

10 

- 

- 

1 

12 

6 

which,  after  deducting  some  expenses  he  had  been  put  to,  was  given  to 
the  poor. 

It  seems  probable,  that  the  60/.  of  Mortiboys’s  gift,  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Phillips  Lyttleton,  in  17^6,  with  the  sums  of  20/. 
and  10/.  given  by  Thomas  and  Joseph  Slipper,  and  the  10/.  paid,  as  above 
mentioned,  by  Lea  to  Heming,  were  tbe  sources  from  which  this  100/.  was' 
derived ; and  this  is  confirmed  by  the  application  which  we  shall  find  to  have 
been  made  of  the  interest  of  the  turnpike  security. 

Upon  the  building  the  school-house,  in  1810,  the  100/.  thus  placed  on  the 
turnpike  security  was,  by  the  consent  of  the  parishioners,  called  in,  and  applied 
in  aid  of  the  subscription  for  completing  that  building. 

It  appears  from  the  charity  accounts,  that  the  rent  of  the  poor’s  land,  till  the 
year  1810  inclusive,  was  applied  as  follows  : — 

In  clothing  to  four  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  two  men  and  two  women,  half- 
1 yearly,  4 /.,  which  probably  originated  in  Mortiboys’s  declaration  of  trust,  as  to 
the  moiety  of  the  interest  of  100  /. ; in  putting  four  poor  boys  to  school,  2 /. 
seemingly  in  respect  of  Eyres’s  benefaction  ; and  the  rest  was  distributed 
' among  the  poor,  in  money,  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

At  the  same  time,  the  interest  of  the  turnpike  security,  being  5 /.  a year,  was 
applied  as  follows  : — 

For  schooling  poor  children,  3 /.,  which  probably  arose  from  Mortiboys’s  decla- 
ration of  trust,  as  to  the  7>'5  /.  ; 20  5.  in  clothing  two  poor  children,  probably  in 
reference  to  Thomas  Slipper’s  gift;  10 5.  to  be  distributed  at  the  Easter  and 
Christmas  sacraments,  in  reference  to  Joseph  Slipper’s  gift ; 5 5.  to  the  minister, 
for  a sermon  on  Good  Friday;  and  the  remainder  to  the  poor  on  Saint 
Thomas’s-day. 

The  payment  to  the  minister  seems  to  have  reference  to  William  Moore’s 
gift ; but  it  does  not  appear  why  this  should  be  entered  as  part  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  turnpike  interest,  instead  of  being  paid  out  of  the  rent  of 
the  land. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  school-house,  in  1810,  the  schoolmaster,  in  consi- 
deration of  his  being  allowed  to  occupy  the  house  and  garden  rent  free,  teaches 
gratis  eight  poor  boys  of  the  parish,  who  are  appointed  by  the  trustees,  or  by  the 
minister,  the  present  surviving  trustees  being  all  resident  out  of  the  parish,  and 
also  instructs  the  children  of  the  Sunday  school.  This  is  considered  as  satisfying 
the  charities  of  William  Eyres  and  William  Mortiboys,  so  far  as  the  latter  was 
appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  education.  Since  that  time,  the  annual  payment 
of  2/.,  made  from  the  rents  of  the  poor  estate  for  schooling,  has  been  dis- 
continued, and  instead  thereof  1 /.  a year  has  been  applied  to  the  clothing  two 
poor  children,  in  satisfaction  of  Thomas  Slipper’s  charity,  and  IO.9.  a year  has 
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been  paid  for  the  distribution  on  the  sacrament  days,  at  Easter  and  Christmas, 
in  satisfaction  of  Joseph  Slipper’s  charity,  and  5 s.  to  the  minister,  fora  sermon 
on  Good  Friday,  in  reference  to  William  Moore’s  benefaction. 

Four  pounds  is  applied,  as  heretofore,  in  providing  clothing  for  two  poor  men 
and  two  poor  women,  who  are  appointed  to  receive  it  at  a parish  meeting. 

' The  surplus  of  the  rent,  together  with  some  other  small  charities,  are  dis- 
tributed, half  yearly,  at  the  church,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day  and  Good  Friday.  All 
the  poor  in  the  parish  partake  of  this  gift,  without  distinction,  as  to  their  receiving 
parish  relief,  or  otherwise.  Poor  widows,  or  those  having  the  largest  families, 
receive  the  most.  The  largest  sum  given  is,  in  general,  35. ; sometimes,  but 
rarely,  S s.  6 c?.  j some  have  not  more  than  6 d. 

Fetheuston’s  Charity. 

Upon  a tablet  in  the  church  is  an  inscription,  stating,  that  William'Fethersloiiy 
of  Studley,  who  died  in  London  the  30th  of  June  I67O,  devised  by  will  certain 
lands,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Studley,  at  a place  called  Merce  Green,  to  John 
Phillips,  of  the  same  parish,  gentleman,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that 
he  and  his  heirs  should  provide  four  dozen  of  penny  white  bread,  with  the 
advantage  of  the  same,  to  be  distributed  to  such  poor  people  of  the  said  parish, 
as  should  be  present  at  church  to  hear  divine  service,  according  to  the  liturgy  of 
the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  every  Lord’s  day,  after  morning 
prayer,  by  the  overseers  of  the  said  parish,  for  ever  ; as  by  a deed,  in  the  custody 
of  Charles  Knottesford,  of  this  parish,  and  the  aforesaid  John  Phillips,  or  either 
of  them,  more  at  large  would  appear. 

The  deed  referred  to  in  this  inscription  is  not  now  to  be  found,  but  the  sum 
of  10/.  85.  a year,  in  respect  of  this  charity,  is  regularly  paid  by  Mr.  John 
Bate,  as  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Studley,  called  Merce  G.reen, 
and  which  his  father  had  purchased  subject  to  this  payment. 

At  the  period  when  the  price  of  bread  was  high,  the  custom  of  giving  away 
the  loaves  every  Sunday  was  altered,  and  instead  thereof  a distribution  was  made 
every  third  Sunday,  which  is  still  adhered  to  ; 125.  worth  of  bread,  divided  into 
56  loaves,  are  distributed  on  those  Sundays,  after  divine  service,  in  the  church, 
to  certain  of  the  poor  parishioners  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  who  have 
attended  during  the  service.  The  list  is  called  over,  and  those  who  appear 
receive  their  loaves.  If  any  of  those  on  the  list  do  not  appear,  their  portions  are 
given  to  others  upon  the  list,  who  are  considered  to  be  most  in  want.  When 
vacancies  in  the  list  take  place,  by  death  or  otherwise,  they  are  tilled  up  by 
the  overseers. 

Court’s  Charity. 

It  is  also  recorded,  on  a benefaction  table  in  the  church,  that  Edmund  Court, 
of  this  parish,  gentleman,  by  his  will,  dated  March  13th,  l671,gave  to  the  poor 
householders  of  the  said  parish  20  5.  per  annum,  issuing  out  his  meadow,  called 
Round  Meadow,  and  32  ridges  or  selions  of  arable  land,  lying  in  Red-hill  field, 
in  the  said  parish,  for  all  the  term  of  years  he  had  to  come  in  the  said  land,  to  be 
paid,  upon  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  into  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  to  be  by  them  distributed,  at  their  discretion,  to  the 
said  poor. 

This  annual  sum  of  20  5.  is  received  from  the  tenant  of  an  estate,  lying  in  the 
parish  of  Studley,  called  Field’s  Farm,  in  which  is  comprised  a meadow,  called 
Round  Meadow,  and  some  land,  formerly  open,  but  now  inclosed,  called  Red- 
hill  Field.  The  farm  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Burton,  widow  of  the  late 
Mr.  Joseph  Burton.  The  20  5.  is  distributed,  together  with  other  charity  money, 
on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  in  small  sums,  to  tlie  poor  of  the  parish. 

Court  Dewes’s  Charity,  N°  1. 

It  is  recorded  upon  a benefaction  table,  that  Court  Dewes,  esq.  late  of  tin’s 
parish,  by  will,  dated  October  25th,  I72I,  gave  to  the  poor  householders  of  this 
parish  205.  per  annum,  to  be  issuing  out  of  his  farm,  called  Putchen’s  Fields,  in 
the  said  parish  of  Studley,  to  be  paid  yearly,  for  ever,  upon  Good  Friday,  to  tlie 
churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  to  be  then  distributed  to 
the  poor,  at  the  discretion  and  appointment  of  his  heirs,  if  he  or  they  w'ould  act 
therein,  otherwise  to  be  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers. 

This  20  5.  is  received  from  the  tenant  of  Mr.  William  Freeman,  of  Wetherley, 
in  respect  of  a farm  belonging  to  him,  called  Putchen’s  Field,  and  is  distributed, 
with  the  other  charity  monies,  on  Good  Friday. 


Court 
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Court  Dewes’s  Charity,  N“  2. 

In  an  indenture,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  and  dated  28th  December  1753, 
between  John  Dewes,  of  Wellsbourne,  esq.,  brother  and  heir,  and  also  executor 
of  the  will  of  Court  Dewes,  late  of  Studley,  of  the  one  part ; Phillips  Lyttleton, 
the  elder,  esq.  Edmund  Chambers,  esq.,  John  Knottesford,  esq.,  Phillips  Lyt- 
tleton, the  younger,  and  Thomas  Chambers,  of  the  other  part ; it  is  recited, 
that  the  said  Court  De'wes,  after  making  and  publishing  his  last  will,  which 
bears  date  25th  May  1728,  had  frequently  declared  his  intention  of  making 
a new  will,  and  had  begun  a draft  or  sketch  of  such  intended  new  will,  in  which 
among  other  things,  he  had  inserted  a clause  or  devise,  to  the  effect  following ; 
— he  gave  the  sum  of  200/.,  which  he  directed  his  executors  to  lay  out  in  the 
purchase  of  lands,  or  to  place  out  at  interest,  upon  trust,  that  the  yearly  pro- 
duce thereof  should  be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Studley,  and  laid  out  by  them  yearly,  in  clothing  poor  people  belonging  to  the 
said  parish,  and  that  his  heir  for  the  time  being  should  have  the  appointment 
of  the  persons  so  to  be  clothed,  and  in  what  manner,  with  a power  to  apply 
the  same  to  the  relief  of  his  relations,  if  in  want,  though  not  resident  in  Stud- 
ley, as  the  parishioners  should  think  proper ; and  he  desired,  that  they  who 
should  most  constantly  attend  the  service  of  the  church,  and  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  supper,  and  should  be  of  sober  and  civil  carriage  and  behaviour,  if 
their  necessities  should  require  it,  might  be  preferred  ; and  he  directed,  that  the 
overseers  should  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  give  an  account  in  writing,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  at  a meeting  then  to  be  held,  of  the  produce  of 
the  said  200/.,  or  of  the  lands  to  be  purchased  therewith,  and  how  the  same  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  the  particular  sum  laid  out  upon  each  person,  and  for 
what,  and  that  such  account  should  be  fairly  entered  in  a book,  and  25.  6c/..  or 
more,  at  the  discretion  of  his  heir,  allowed  for  entering  the  same  ; and  if  his 
heirs  should  neglect  to  nominate  the  persons  to  receive  this  charity,  he  directed, 
that  the  inhabitants  at  a public  parish  meeting  should  appoint  them  ; provided, 
that  in  case  his  executor  should,  at  any  time,  before  lands  should  be  purchased 
with  the  said  200/.,  and  settled  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  settle  or  charge  any  part 
of  his  estate,  of  sufficient  value,  to  be  approved  of  by  three  or  more  sufficient 
inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  said  parish,  with  the  payment  of  8/.  per 
annum,  or  more,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  before-mentioned,  without  any 
deduction,  then  he  revoked  the  said  legacy  of  200/.,  and  gave  the  same  to  his 
said  executor;  and  he  directed,  that  that  clause  of  his  will  should  be  publicly 
read  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  at  the  parish  meeting,  to  the  intent  that  the  parish- 
ioners should  be  fully  apprised  of  his  devise,  and  might  see  the  same  duly 
fulfilled,  and  that  I5,  should  be  given  to  the  person  that  should  read  the  same  ; 
and  by  the  said  indenture,  after  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Court  Dewes, 
before  he  had  completed  the  draft  of  such  new  will,  or  executed  the  same,  or 
any  other  will,  except  that  of  which  the  said  John  Dewes  was  his  executor,  as 
aforesaid,  departed  this  life,  whereby  the  said  intended  gift  became  void  and  of 
no  effect,  but  the  said  John  Dewes,  that  the  pious  and  charitable  intention  of 
the  said  Court  Dewes  should  not  be  frustrated,  had  freely  and  voluntarily  taken 
upon  himself  to  make  good  and  effectual  what  the  said  Court  Dewes  had  so 
intended ; It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  John  Dewes,  for  the  considerations 
above-mentioned,  and  others  therein  mentioned,  with  the  consent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  said  Phillips  Lyttleton,  the  elder,  Edmund  Chambers,  and  John 
Knottesford,  sufficient  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  said  parish  of  Studley, 
testified  by  their  being  parties  thereto,  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  8/.,  to  be 
issuing  out  of  a messuage,  tenement  or  farm,  called  Putchen’s  Fields,  situate  in 
the  same  parish,  containing  in  the  whole  about  30  acres,  upon  trust,  to  apply 
the  same  in  the  manner  expressed  by  the  said  Court  Dew'es,  in  the  aforesaid 
draft  of  his  intended  new  will. 

This  rent-charge  of  8/.,  as  well  as  the  preceding  one  of  2/.,  is  received  from 
Mr.  Freeman,  the  owner  of  Putchen’s  fields  farm. 

A parish  meeting  is  held  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  at  which  the  poor  parishioners 
are  appointed,  who  shall  receive  coats  and  gowns  from  the  year’s  rent  then 
to  be  received,  and  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year  are  made  up.  Ihe  list 
being  made  out,  the  overseers  provide  the  clothes  accordingly.  Sometimes  the 
overseers  have  given  away  small  articles  of  linen  or  other  clothing,  at  an  earlier 
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on  St.  Tlioinas’s-day.  The  persons  are  selected  from  among  those  poor  parislf- 
ioners  who  are  of  the  best  character,  and  who  most  regularly  attend  the  service 
of  the  church. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  the  cost  of  the  coats  is  IO5.  or  11 5.  each, 
and  that  of  the  gowns  8 6'.  There  is  paid  out  of  the  rents  the  sum  of  3 5.  Gd. 
for  reading  the  extract  of  the  will,  and  writing  the  accounts. 

Hobbins’s  CiiAraxY. 

JoJm  Hohbms,  of  this  parish,  by  his  will,  dated  April  24th,  1735,  gave  205. 
a year,  charged  on  a close  in  the  parish  of  Great  Alne,  called  Brook  Meadow 
End,  to  find  two  gowns,  to  be  given  to  two  widow's  of  this  parish,  yearly,  on  the 
1st  of  May.  [Bctiefaction  TMe.^ 

This  rent-charge  is  received  from  Mr.  Heath,  of  Salford  Lodge,  the  present 
owner  of  land  in  Great  Alne,  which  comprises  a meadow,  called  Brook 
Meadow  End. 

It  is  given  in  gowns  and  petticoats,  to  two  poor  widows,  parishioners  of 
StLidley,  who  are  named  at  the  parish  meeting  on  Good  Friday,  and  receive  tlie 
clothes  as  soon  as  the  money,  which  is  due  1st  May,  is  paid.  This  clothing  is 
sometimes,  but  rarely,  given  to  non-resident  parishioners. 

Thomas  Chambers’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Chambers^  by  his  will,  the  date  of  which  is  not  stated,  gave  40  5.  per 
annum,  charged  on  his  messuage,  close  and  garden,  situated  in  Studley,  over- 
against  his  dwelling-house  there,  to  be  paid  upon  Easter  and  Christmas  sacra- 
ment days,  immediately  after  the  sacrament,  205.  each  day,  in  manner  following, 
viz. ; to  the  mijiister  for  the  time  being,  2 5.  6 (/.,  to  the  parish  clerk  1 5.,  and 
165.  6</.  to  the  poor  communicants,  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  by  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  as  the  heir  or  next  relation  of  the  testator  present 
should  direct,  and  if  no  such  heir,  then  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  or 
such  as  are  present,  should  think  fit. 

This  annuity  of  405.  is  paid  by  three  ladies,  of  the  name  of  Chambers,  the 
owners  of  the  house  and  premises  charged  therewith.  They  pay  at  Easter  and 
at  Christmas  2 5.  Qd.  to  the  minister,  and  I5.  to  the  clerk,  and  distribute  I65.  iSd. 
by  the  hands  of  the  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chambers,  their  nephew,  and  the 
present  heir  at  law  of  the  donor,  to  poor  parishioners,  whom  they  point  out  to 
him ; these  poor  people  are  generally  such  as  attend  the  sacrament. 

James’s  Charity. 

John  James,  of  Studley,  by  his  will,  dated  21st  June  1774,  bequeathed  to  the 
Rev.  Edward  Davies,  Robert  Petford,  of  Park  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Alcester, 
and  Joseph  James,  his  youngest  brother,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  the 
sum  of  100/.  out  of  his  personal  estate,  to  buy  yearly,  with  the  interest  thereof, 
for  ever,  Bibles  and  Testaments,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Studley,  by  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns. 

This  sum  was  invested  in  the  three  per  cents,  and  produced  a sum  of  152 1.  IO5. 
stock,  rendering  4 /.  11  5.  6 d.  annual  dividends,  and  standing  in  the  names  of 
the  Rev.  John  Bartlam,  Humphrey  Hay,  and  James  Petford,  all  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Petford,  who  was  the  survivor,  died  intestate  in  1823,  having  in  his  hands 
15  /.  of  the  money  belonging  to  this  charity.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Petford,  his  widow, 
administered  to  her  husband’s  effects,  but  has  not  received  any  dividends,  and 
has  hitherto  declined  to  transfer  the  stock  to  any  new  trustees,  having  under- 
stood that  she  could  not  do  so  under  the  terms  of  the  donor’s  will,  until  her 
son,  the  heir-at-law  of  her  late  husband,  came  of  age.  She,  however,  ex- 
pressed herself  willing  to  make  such  transfer  to  any  persons  who  shall  be 
authorized  to  act  as  trustees  for  the  charity,  if  she  might  safely  do  so,  of  which 
we  conceive  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  also,  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  such 
persons  the  dividends  now  due,  and  the  balance  of  15/.  which  remained  in  her 
late  husband’s  hands. 

The  money,  when  received,  has  been  distributed  by  the  trustees,  generally 
by  the  minister,  in  Bibles  and  Testaments,  among  the  poor  parishioners. 

Petre’s  Charity. 

N athanielGeorge  Pet  re,  late  of  Serle-street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Clement  Dahes) 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  esq.,  by  will,  dated  5th  of  May  1789,  gave  27  /•  10  5, 
i|i  the  four  per  cents  consolidated  annuities,  to  Phillips  Lyttleton,  esq.,  John 

Dixon, 
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Dixon,  curate,  and  James  Fisher,  churchwarden  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
successors,  curates  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Studley,  forever;  in 
trust,  to  receive  the  interest,  profits  or  dividends,  arising  therefrom,  and  to  lay 
out  the  same  in  bread  annually,  upon  Christmas  eve,  for  ever,  to  be  given  to 
such  industrious  poor  people  belonging  to  this  parish  as  do  not  receive  weekly 
pay,  or  are  not  maintained  thereby.  \Benefaction  tahleJ] 

The  persons  in  whose  names  this  stock  stood,  are  all  dead,  and  instructions 
have  been  given  to  a solicitor,  to  prepare  a declaration  of  trust  for  new  trustees, 
and  to  obtain  a transfer  of  the  stock  to  them.  No  interest  has  been  received 
in  the  parish  since  the  year  1819.  In  that  year  six  years  dividends,  being 
6/.  liG.,  were  sent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bartlam,  the  minister  of  Studley,  and  were 
given  away  by  the  overseers,  in  shilling  and  sixpenny  loaves,  among  the  poor 
parishioners.  The  previous  receipt  of  interest  was  in  the  year  1814,  when  four 
years  dividends  were  received  and  distributed  in  bread,  on  24th  December.  It 
is  proposed,  under  the  management  of  the  trustees  now  to  be  appointed,  that 
the  dividends  should  be  received  and  distributed  annually. 

Knottesford’s  Charity. 

John  Knottesford,  late  of  Bridge  Town,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  esquire, 
by  his  will,  dated  2d  of  July  177?»  and  codicil  thereto,  dated  29th  April  I78O, 
gave  to  the  Worcester  infirmary  200  guineas,  upon  condition,  that  during  the 
continuance  of  the  said  infirmary,  they  should  admit  all  patients,  sick  or  lame, 
from  this  parish,  and  the  parishes  of  Alcester  and  Teddington,  to  be  certified 
as  proper  objects  by  the  clergyman  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  their  respective 
parish,  the  persons  being  so  to  be  admitted  notin  any  respect  possessed  of  10/. 
a year. 

We  do  not  find  any  instance  of  the  parishioners  of  Studley  having  availed 
themselves  of  this  charity. 
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Rev.  John  Moore’s  Gift. 

The  Rev.  Mr. /o/m  Moore,  late  vicar  of  Wootton  Wawen,  and  rector  of  Rev.  John  Moore’s 
Somerville  Aston,  by  his  will,  dated  the  30th  of  August  1723,  gave  10/.  to  the 
town  of  Wootton  Wawen,  and  the  parish  of  Studley,  share  and  share  alike,  to 
be  placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  distributed 
among  the  said  poor,  yearly,  at  each  parish  church,  every  Good  Friday,  for  ever. 

\Benefaction  Table.'] 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  further  information  respecting  this  gift, 
either  in  this  parish,  or  in  Wootton  Wawen. 
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I Throckmorton’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  dated  20th  September  1709,  between  John  Allen,  of  Wixford,  Wixford. 
son  and  heir  of  Robert  Allen  deceased,  of  the  one  part ; and  Richard  Bartlam,  'rhrocl^'i ton’s 

; John  Bedman,  John  Allen,  son  of  Morris  Allen,  deceased,  and  George  Dixon,  ”chc™ity. 
of  the  other  part;  reciting,  Robert  Throchmortoji,  theretofore  of  Coughton, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  esquire,  deceased,  did  in  his  life-time,  by  deed, 

I dated  1st  August,  4th  Charles  1st,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  confirm  to  Richard 
i Wright,  clerk,  and  others  therein  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  mes- 
, suage  or  tenement,  and  all  houses,  edifices,  buildings  and  yards,  to  the  same 
belonging,  and  12  arable  lands,  lying  dispersed  in  the  common  fields  of  Wixford, 

Exhall  and  Broome,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  (which  said  messuage  or  tene- 
ment, and  buildings,  were  long  since  burnt  down  and  destroyed,  but  the  toft  or 
land  whereon  the  same  stood,  and  the  garden  thereto  belonging,  were  then  in 
the  tenure  of  one  Edmund  Parker) ; and  also,  all  that  messuage  or  cottage, 
with  the  backside  and  garden  thereto  belonging,  and  adjoining  to  the  church- 
yard in  Wixford  ; and  likewise,  another  messuage  or  cottage,  in  Wixford,  then 
adjoining  to  the  last  mentioned  garden,  but  which  said  last  mentioned  messuage 
or  cottage  was  long  since  decayed  and  demolished,  but  the  toft  or  ground 
whereon  it  formerly  stood  was  then  in  the  possession  of  Paul  Rushold,  together 
with  all  manner  of  commons,  and  common  of  pasture,  in  and  upon  the  waste 
i and  commons,  in  Wixford,  Exhall  and  Broome,  for  two  beasts  or  kine,  and  for 
I one  horse,  and  ten  sheep,  as  usually  then  before  had  been  used  and  enjoyed 
' to  and  with  the  said  premises,  or  any  of  them ; all  which  were  situate  in 
Rep.  1 »5.  4 D Wixford, 
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Wixford,  Exhall  and  Broome  aforesaid ; to  hold  the  said  premises  to  the  said 
grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  only  intent  and  purpose,  that  they 
should  yearly,  for  ever  afterwards,  give  and  deliver  all  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  premises  to  the  parson  or  minister,  and  churchwardens,  of  the  said 
town  or  village  of  Whxford  only,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  employed  and 
bestowed  to  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  said  village  only,  and  for  the 
reparations  of  the  church  of  Wixford,  when  need  should  require,  and  for  the 
necessary  charges  and  expenses  of  the  said  churchwardens,  in  and  about  the 
said  office  of  churchwarden,  as  occasion  should  serve  ; and  reciting  several 
subsequent  conveyances  to  new  trustees,  by  the  last  of  which,  dated  22d  No- 
vember 1681,  the  premises  were  vested  in  the  said  John  Allen  and  others, 
whom  he  survived,  upon  the  former  trusts ; It  was  witnessed,  that  he,  the  said 
John  Allen,  did  thereby  grant  and  convey  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  all 
the  said  premises,  to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  said  trusts  j 
and  fiirther,  that  when  three  of  them,  the  said  trustees,  should  be  dead,  the 
survivor  should,  at  the  request  and  costs  and  charges  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town  or  village  of  Wixford,  convey  the  said  premises  to  some  new  feoffees, 
of  the  honest  and  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  or  village  of 
Wixford,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  former  trusts. 

To  the  indenture  above  abstracted  is  annexed  another,  dated  15th  January 
1724',  whereby  John  Allen,  son  of  Morris  Allen  deceased,  reciting,  that  he 
was  the  only  survivor  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  last  preceding  deed, 
conveyed  the  premises  to  Francis  Bartlam,  John  Staples,  Giles  Widows  and 
Henry  Fleming,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  former  deed. 

These  are  the  only  deeds  now  found  among  the  parish  documents  relative  to 
the  charity. 

There  are  now  six  cottages  standing  in  the  town  of  Wixford,  upon  what  is 
supposed  to  be  the  site  of  the  three  cottages  mentioned  in  the  deed. 

The  present  cottages  are  understood  to  have  been  built  from  time  to  time  by 
the  parish,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  rents  derived  from  them  and  from 
the  land. 

Three  of  these  cottages  are  adjoining  the  church-yard ; the  other  three  are 
in  the  village  of  Wixford,  at  the  distance  of  about  a quarter  of  mile  from  the 
former.  One  of  the  cottages  near  the  church  is  occupied  rent-free,  by  a poor 
person  put  in  by  the  parish.  The  other  two  are  respectively  held  by  yearly 
tenants,  viz.  Clement  George,  at  a rent  of  ll.  per  annum,  and  Thomas  Days, 
at  2/.  per  annum.  Of  the  three  in  the  village,  two  are  occupied  by  parish 
paupers,  rent-free,  and  the  third  is  held  by  William  Smith,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
1 1.  per  annum  rent.  They  are  all  very  small  and  poor  cottages,  and  those  rents 
appear  to  be  the  fair  value.  Days  pays  a higher  rent  than  the  others,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  a better  garden. 

Upon  the  inclosure  of  the  parish  of  Exhall,  in  the  year  I767,  the  commis- 
sioners awarded  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Wixford,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust  for  such  poor,  an  allotment,  containing  by 
statute  measure,  2 a.  2r.  31  p.,  exclusive  of  roads,  lying  in  W’’aterstall  Field,  in 
the  parish  of  Exhall,  parcel  of  the  common  fields  thereby  inclosed,  in  lieu  of  the 
lands,  and  right  of  common,  granted  by  the  deed  above  abstracted. 

This  allotment  forms  one  close,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Poor’s  Piece,  and 
is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Baylis,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  6/. 
per  annum,  payable  half-yearly.  This  rent  is  the  full  value  of  the  land,  and 
makes,  with  the  other  rents,  a total  annual  income  of  10/.  Out  of  this  income 
the  cottages  are  kept  in  repair,  and  the  church  is  from  time  to  time  also  repaired. 
The  surplus  is  distributed  among  the  poor.  The  distribution  of  1822  was 
among  15  persons,  in  sums  of  Qs.  Id.  each  ; that  of  1823  among  I6  persons,  in 
sums  of  75.  6f/.  each  ; and  that  of  182k  among  15,  in  sums  of  85.  each. 

Allen’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  5 s.  is  annually  paid  as  a rent-charge,  out  of  two  parcels  of  land, 
known  by  the  name  of  Tandy’s  Pieces,  situate  in  Broome,  a hamlet  of  Bidford, 
now  the  property  of  Henry  Hurst.  There  is  a tradition  in  the  parish,  that  this 
rent-charge  was  granted  by  one  Allen  ; and  in  the  returns  of  I786,  it  is  attri- 
buted to  the  gift  John  Allen^  by  his  will,  but  in  what  year  was  unknown. 

This  rent  is  annually  applied  to  the  relief  of  one  or  more  poor  persons  of  the 
parish,  shortly  after  its  receipt. 
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Wilcox’s  Charity.  Wixford. 

John  JVilcoXi  by  will,  dated  22d  October  1814,  gave  to  his  trustees  and  

executors,  Richard  Morgan,  Edward  Morgan,  Beniamin  Johnson,  Robert  Lunn,  Charity. 

and  George  Osborne,  their  executors  and  administrators,  the  sum  of  500/., 

upon  trust,  that  they  and  the  survivor  of  them,  his  executors  and  administrators, 

should  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  on  real  or  government  security,  and 

should  pay  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof,  upon  Christmas-day  in  every 

year,  to  such  poor  persons,  residents  of  the  parish  of  Wixford,  as  the  minister 

or  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish,  for  the  time  being,  should  think  the 

greatest  objects  of  charity. 

The  sum  of  25/.,  as  interest  upon  this  legacy,  was  paid  by  Mr.  Osborne,  one 
of  the  executors  above  named,  for  several  years,  sometimes  to  the  churchwarden 
or  overseer,  and  at  other  times  to  the  minister.  The  payment  has  been  dis- 
continued for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  in  consequence  of  an  apprehension 
on  the  part  of  the  executors,  that  there  would  be  a deficiency  of  assets  to  pay 
the  several  legacies  left  hy  the  testator. 

A suit  has  been  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  (intituled  Lunn 
Osborne,)  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  question,  which  is  still  pending. 

The  interest,  when  received,  was  distributed  among  the  poor,  in  sums  varying 
from  105.  to  4/.,  due  regard  being  had  to  their  respective  necessities. 


PARISH  OF  WOLVERTON. 

Roberts’s  Charity. 

Upon  a tablet,  in  the  church  at  Wolverton,  is  an  inscription,  stating,  that  the  Wolverton. 

Rev.  Henry  Roberts,  of  Uroitwich,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  rector  of  this  

parish,  gave  by  will,  dated  in  177L  the  sum  of  5 /.,  to  be  yearly  distributed  Roberts’s  Charity, 
to  the  poor. 

This  annuity  of  51.  was  paid  by  the  two  sisters  of  the  testator,  who  were  his 
executrixes,  and  tenants  for  life  both  of  his  real  and  personal  property,  while 
they  lived.  Upon  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them,  about  15  years  ago,  the 
estates,  both  real  and  personal,  passed  to  Henry  Roberts,  esquire,  whose  father 
was  first  cousin  to  the  testator.  He  declined  continuing  the  payment,  on  the 
ground  of  its  not  being  charged  upon  any  particular  part  of  the  property. 

There  can  he  no  doubt,  that  this  gift  created  a charge  upon  the  personal 
estate  of  the  testator.  We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  any  communication 
with  Mr.  Henry  Roberts  ; but  from  the  information  we  have  received,  it  appears 
doubtful,  whether  he  derived  any  personal  property  from  the  testator,  and  still 
more  so,  whether,  if  he  did  derive  any  such  property,  his  circumstances  are 
now  such  as  to  afford  much  hope  of  his  accounting  for  the  arrears,  or  renewing 
the  payment  of  this  annuity. 


PARISH  OF  WOOTTON  WAWEN. 


Church  Lands. 

There  is  a piece  of  land,  about  three  quarters  of  an  acre  in  size,  lying  in 
Wootton  Wawen,  the  rent  of  which  is  carried  to  the  churchwardens  account, 
and  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  church.  It  is  not  known  how  this  property 
was  acquired,  but  it  appears  in  the  parish  books  as  far  back  as  they  go,  by  the 
name  of  Wootton  Church  Land.  It  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Edward  Rich- 
mond, of  Preston  Bagot,  at  the  annual  rent  of  1/.,  which  is  its  full  value. 

There  is  another  small  piece  of  land  in  the  parish,  about  the  sixteenth  of  an 
acre  in  size,  similarly  circumstanced,  which  is  occupied  by  Mr.  Joseph  Dawes, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  45. 


^Vootton  Wawen. 
Church  Lands. 


Charities  of  Mrs.  Ann  Haywood,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Malbon. 

It  is  recorded,  on  a table  of  benefactions,  in  the  church  at  Wootton  Wawen,  Charities  of 
that  Mrs.  Ann  Hayu'ood,  widow,  by  her  will,  dated  26th  April  1714,  gave  to  ^fis-Ann  Haywood, 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Wootton,  20/.,  the  interest  of  it  to  be  distributed  Malbon 

amongst  the  poor  widows  and  other  poor  people  of  the  said  town  yearly,  upon 
St.  Thomas’s-day,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of 
Wootton,  for  the  time  being,  which  said  sum  was  to  be  laid  out  in  lands  as  soon 
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as  conveniently  might  be  done,  and  the  rents  and  issues  of  it  applied  as 
aforesaid. 

And  also,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Malbon,  of  Edston,  by  his  will,  dated  24th  of  June 
1715,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Wootton  5/.,  the  interest  of  it  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  said  poor,  yearly,  upon  Good  Friday. 

Nothing  is  now  known  of  these  charities.  The  tradition  in  the  parish  is,  that 
the  monies  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  churchwardens,  named 
Bradley,  who  before  he  had  made  any  investments  of  them  became  insolvent, 
and  the  money  was  lost. 

The  Rev.  John  Moore’s  Gift. 

It  is  stated,  on  a benefaction  table  in  the  church  at  Studley,  that  the  Rev. 
John  Moore,  by  wall,  in  1728,  gave  51,  the  interest  to  be  distributed  in  bread 
to  the  poor  of  Studley,  and  a similar  gift  to  the  poor  of  Wootton  Wawen. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  learn  any  thing  further  concerning  either  of  these 
donations. 

TOWNSHIP  AND  CHAPELRY  OF  HENLEY-IN-ARDEN. 

George  Whateley’s  Charity,  including  the  Legacy  of 
Richard  Whateley. 

By  indenture,  dated  2Sth  September,  28th  Elizabeth,  between  George 
Whateley,  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Whateley,  of 
Henley-in-Arden,  and  eight  others,  of  the  other  part ; it  w^as  witnessed,  that 
the  said  George  Whateley,  for  divers  good  considerations,  and  especially  for  and 
towards  the  relief  and  better  maintenance  of  the  poor  people  inhabiting  within 
the  said  town  of  Henley,  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tenement  in  Henley,  aforesaid,  lying  between  the 
river  of  the  High-street  of  Henley,  aforesaid,  and  another  river  called  Flood- 
gate Brook,  in  length,  and  between  a tenement  of  the  said  George,  on  the 
north,  and  a tenement  of  one  Peter  Bradsley,  on  the  south  ; and  also  an  annuity 
or  yearly  rent  of  205.  issuing  out  of  a croft  of  land  called  Fordend,  in  Ullenhall, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  out  of  two  little  crofts  of  land  and  pasture,  called 
Ote  Myles,  in  Beaudesert,  in  the  said  county  of  'W'arwick  ; and  also  another 
annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  10 5.  issuing  out  of  a house  and  garden  in  Bridge- 
street,  in  Evesham,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  between  a house  of  the  queen’s 
majesty,  then  late  in  the  tenure  of  Henry  Wymall,  on  the  one  side,  and  a tene- 
ment of  Richard  Archpole,  on  the  other,  in  breadth,  and  extending  itself  in 
length,  from  the  said  street  to  a certain  stone  wall,  belonging  to  the  late  monas- 
tery of  Evesham,  on  every  side  ; upon  trust,  to  bestow  the  yearly  profits  of  the 
said  messuage,  in  Henley,  and  the  said  several  annuities,  upon  the  poor  people 
dwelling  in  Henley  aforesaid,  until  such  time  as  there  should  be  a school  erected 
in  the  said  town  of  Henley,  and  a schoolmaster  there  resident,  teaching 
scholars  ; and  from  and  after  such  time  as  the  said  school  should  be  erected, 
and  the  schoolmaster  there  placed,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  trustees  and  their 
heirs,  should  for  ever  employ,  pay  and  deliver,  yearly,  the  half  of  the  profits  of 
the  said  house,  and  half  of  the  said  two  annuities,  to  the  schoolmaster  that 
should  be  resident,  teaching  scholars,  at  Henley  aforesaid,  and  the  other  half 
of  the  said  profits  of  the  said  house  and  annuities,  to  the  poor  people  that 
should  be  dwelling  within  the  said  town  of  Henley  ; and  if  the  school  should 
happen  to  be  decayed,  and  no  schoolmaster  there  teaching,  then  all  the  said 
prohts  and  annuities  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  said  poor. 

A subsequent  trust-deed  was  produced,  dated  11th  July  1737>  between  Wil- 
liam Cowper,  son  and  heir  of  William  Cowper,  who  was  the  son  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Cowper,  the  surviving  feoffee  of  those  named  in  an  indenture  of 
feoftment,  dated  1st  May,  14  Jac.  I.  of  a messuage  or  tenement  in  Henley-in- 
Arden  ; and  also  of  an  annuity  of  205.,  issuing  out  of  a croft  of  land,  called 
Fordend,  in  Ullenhall,  and  two  crofts  of  land  in  Beaudesert,  of  the  one  part ; 
and  Edward  Sale  and  others,  of  the  other  part;  whereby,  after  reciting  the  above 
mentioned  grant,  by  George  Whateley,  the  said  William  Cowper,  party  thereto, 
as  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee  in  the  said  indenture  of  14  Jac.  I.  conveyed  the 
said  messuage  in  Henley,  and  the  said  annuity  of  205.  to  the  said  Edward  Sale 
and  others,  and  their  heirs,  upon  similar  trusts  to  those  declared  in  the  above- 
mentioned  grant  of  George  Whateley. 
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This  trust-deed  makes  no  mention  of  the  annuity  of  10  5.,  which  is  thus  Henley-in  Arden, 
accounted  for,  viz.  ; in  an  entry  in  an  old  book  in  the  possession  of  the  High  — 7- 

Bailiff  of  Henley,  known  by  the  name  of  the  High  Bailiff’s  Book,  it  is  stated, 
that  Richard  Whateley,  of  Banbury,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  by  his  will,  dated  cordimeL 

f28th  November  1603,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Henley  20/.,  which  sum  was  laid  out  ^ ^ 

to  buy  the  remainder  part  of  that  tenement  or  cottage  in  the  Bridge-street,  in 
Evesham,  which  was  bought  of  Thomas  Whateley  of  Banbury,  and  Joyce  his 
wife,  by  several  feoffees  of  Henley-in-i\rden,  in  the  year  I6O9. 

I The  fact  of  this  purchase  is  confirmed  by  the  recitals  in  an  indenture  of 
! release,  founded  on  a lease  for  a year,  and  dated  18th  October  1727,  between 

Thomas  Cooper,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Cowper,  late  of  Henley-in-Arden, 
who  was  surviving  feoffee  of  those  named  in  an  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated 
20th  August  1656,  and  which  last  named  Thomas  Cowper  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
i Cowper,  the  surviving  feoffee  in  an  indenture  of  feoffment,  made  1st  March, 

1 6 Jac.  I,  of  a messuage  or  tenement  and  garden  plot,  in  Evesham,  in  the  county 

I of  Worcester,  and  feoffee  in  the  said  indenture  of  20th  August,  of  the  same 

premises,  of  the  first  part,  William  Yates  Leigh,  of  Henley-in-Arden,  and 
I others,  of  the  second  part,  and  Thomas  Bovey  and  Henry  Stone,  of  Evesham, 

I of  the  third  part ; whereby,  after  reciting,  that  Thomas  Whateley,  late  of  Ban- 

1 bury,  and  Joyce  his  wife,  by  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  1st  March,  G Jac.  I, 

I for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  granted  to  the  said  Thomas  Cowper, 

and  other  feoffees  whom  he  survived,  all  that  messuage  and  garden  plot  thereto 
! belonging,  situate  in  Evesham,  in  a street  there,  called  Bridge-street,  between 
a tenement  theretofore  in  the  tenure  of  one  Philip  Parsons,  and  then  of  one 
Philip  Brooks,  on  the  east  side,  and  another  tenement  theretofore  in  the 
occupation  of  Thomas  Hosier,  and  then  of  Margaret  Robins,  on  the  west  side, 
in  trust,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said  feoffees  should  bestow  and  employ  the 
yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage  and  garden,  upon  the  poor  people 
inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Henley-in-Arden  ; It  was  witnessed,  that  the  said 
Thomas  Cowper,  party  to  the  now  abstracting  indenture,  for  the  considerations 
therein  mentioned,  granted  to  the  said  William  Yates,  and  others,  of  the  second 
part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, then  made  into  four  tenements,  garden  and  other  premises,  in  trust,  to 
bestow,  employ  and  pay  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof,  unto  and  upon  the 
poor  people  inhabiting  within  the  said  town  of  Henley-in-Arden. 

There  is  a subsequent  conveyance  of  this  property  by  lease  and  release,  dated 
24th  and  25th  September  1793,  to  several  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  of  whom 
there  are  now  surviving  Thomas  Lea,  of  Henley,  Thomas  Chamberlain,  of 
Beaudesert,  and  William  Izod,  now  of  Stratford,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  the 
preceding  deed. 

The  house  in  Henley,  and  the  rent-charge  of  20i'.,  granted  by  George 
Whateley,  are  comprised  with  other  property  given  by  various  other  benefactors, 
in  a conveyance  by  lease  and  release,  dated  30th  and  31st  August  1813,  whereby 
George  Ward,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Ward,  who  was  the  son  and  heir  of 
James  Ward,  who  was  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  premises  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, conveyed  to  William  James,  high  bailiff  of  the  toivn  of  Henley-in-Arden, 
the  Rev.  Poyntz  Stewart  Ward,  minister  of  Henley-in-Arden,  Thomas  Lea, 

Thomas  James,  Philip  Burman,  Thomas  Chambers,  Hopkins  Horsley,  Thomas 
Wawen  Jones,  Samuel  Baylis,  Thomas  Chamberlain,  Thomas  Tibbutts,  William 
Mander  and  Francis  Burton,  all  inhabitants  of  Henley-in-Arden,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  the  different  premises  therein  mentioned,  [and  which  will  be  further 
specified  in  this  Report],  in  trust,  for  the  town  of  Henley-in-Arden  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  several  and  respective  charitable  uses  specified  and  appointed  by  the 
several  donors  of  the  several  messuages,  tenements,  lands,  annuities,  monies 
and  premises,  and  for  no  other  use,  intent  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

I In  this  deed  the  house  granted  by  George  Whately  is  described  as  lying 
between  the  river  of  the  High-street  of  Henley,  and  another  river  called  Flood- 
gate Brook,  in  length,  and  as  having  been  since  rented  for  a workhouse,  and  as 
j being  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  widow  Ganderton. 

I House  in  Henley. — This  house  is  now  appropriated  to  the  residence  of  the 
schoolmaster,  who  enjoys  it  rent-free.  A school-room  has  been  added  to  the 
house,  upon  the  land  belonging  to  it,  the  expense  of  which  building,  and  of 
the  repair  of  the  schoolmaster’s  house,  was  defrayed  in  part  from  the  general 
charity  fund,  jj-j  t artly  by  subscription. 
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Rent -Charge  of  20s. — The  rent-cliarge  of  20s.  is  received  from  Richard 
Green,  the  occupier  of  land  in  Ullenhall,  now  called  the  Muck  Closes  or  Orford 
Close,  the  property  of  Dinah  Tarlton,  and  Thomas  Atkins,  and  Ann  his  wife, 
late  Ann  Tarlton. 

House  in  Evesham. — Upon  the  site  of  these  premises  are  now  standing  three 
houses,  fronting  the  street  in  Evesham,  and  a cottage  behind,  with  a small 
garden,  which  is  divided  between  the  tenants  of  the  houses  and  cottage.  The 
first  of  the  houses  is  now  occupied  by  William  Cook,  as  tenant  from  year 
to  year,  at  the  yearly  rent  The  second  house,  together  with  the  cottage, 

is  let  to  William  Badger,  for  ten  guineas  a year ; but  he  threatens  to  give  up 
the  cottage,  unless  an  abatement  of  rent  be  made  to  him,  and  which  claim  yet 
remains  in  suspense.  The  third  house  is  occupied  by  Mrs.  Kelsall,  at  the  rent  of 
10/.  a year,  making  in  the  whole  from  these  premises  an  income  of  2Jl.  10^. 

These  houses  had  been  on  lease  to  Samuel  Suffield,  for  a term  of  years  which 
expired  at  Lady-day  18^22.  Before  that  expiration  they  had  come  into  the 
possession  of  William  Law  Phelps,  who  paid  the  rent  due  at  Lady-day  1822; 
but,  until  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  had  neglected  to  account  for  the  rents  to  the 
following  Michaelmas,  which  he  had  received  from  the  tenants,  to  whom  he  had 
underlet  the  premises.  We  have  since,  however,  been  given  to  understand, 
that  he  consents  to  pay  up  that  arrearage.  At  the  expiration  of  the  lease  the 
premises  were  in  very  bad  repair.  The  lease  having  contained  a repairing 
covenant,  application  was  made  to  Suffield’s  family  to  put  the  premises  in  repair; 
but  in  consequence  of  his  insolvency,  no  satisfaction  could  be  obtained.  The 
trustees,  therefore,  undertook  to  repair  them,  as  a measure  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  their  being  re-let.  In  those  repairs  a debt  of  100/,  & 9^</.  has  been 
incurred  to  Mr,  John  Jarratt,  of  Evesham,  the  carpenter  employed  upon  the 
occasion,  who  is  in  consequence  allowed  to  receive  the  rents,  till  his  bills  shall 
be  paid.  He  has  already  received,  towards  its  discharge,  the  sum  of  38/.  16.9.  Od. 
When  the  whole  debt  shall  be  discharged,  the  rents  will  again  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  the  charity,  according  to  the  course  heretofore  used.  That  course 
has  been  to  carry  these  rents  to  a common  fund,  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
other  charities  of  the  town,  and  to  apply  that  fund  to  the  support  of  a school, 
and  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the  manner  that  will  be  hereafter  stated. 


John  Whateley’s  Charity, 

John  Whateley’s  John  Whateley,  by  will,  dated  28th  of  September,  23d  Elizabeth,  devised. 
Charity.  Margaret,  his  wife,  should  have  the  house  and  garden,  with  the  appurte- 

nances, in  Henley-in- Arden,  wherein  Richard  Clark  then  lived,  during  the  term 
of  her  life ; and  that  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Margaret,  his  son  and  heir 
should  have  the  said  house  and  premises,  so  that  he  should  make  a deed  of  gift 
or  feoffment  of  the  same  to  certain  honest  men  of  the  said  town  of  Henley,  to 
the  intent  and  use  following,  that  is  to  say ; that  the  profits  arising  therefrom 
(the  charges  of  the  repairs  thereof  being  deducted)  should,  yearly,  at  Christ- 
mas, be  distributed  to  the  neediest  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Henley, 
for  ever. 

By  deed-poll,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  Christopher  Holmes  and  John 
Whateley,  dated  6th  March  1627,  after  reciting  the  foregoing  will  of  John 
Whateley,  and  also  that  William  Whateley,  deceased,  son  and  heir  of  the  said 
John  Whateley  the  testator,  being  prevented  by  death,  did  not  in  his  life-time 
perform  the  last  will  of  the  said  testator  in  that  behalf;  and  also  reciting,  that 
John  Whateley,  likewise  deceased,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  William  Whateley, 
in  performance  of  the  said  will,  by  his  deed,  dated  28th  September,  43d  Elizabeth, 
granted  to  the  said  Christopher  Holmes  and  John  Whateley,  party  to  the  deed, 
and  divers  other  honest  men  of  the  said  town  of  Henley,  then  deceased,  the  said 
house  or  tenement,  garden  and  premises,  in  Henley  aforesaid,  formerly  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Hunt,  and  then  of  Humphrey  Grassingham,  or  his  assigns, 
to  liold  the  same,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  feoffees  should  perform  the  said 
last  will  of  John  Whateley,  the  testator,  and  to  the  use  and  behoof  in  the  said 
will  contained ; and  the  said  John  Whateley,  the  then  feoffor,  required  that 
when  four  or  five  of  the  feoffees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  make  another 
feoffinent  of  the  premises  to  six  or  seven  other  honest  men  of  the  discreetest 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  same  uses  ; They  the  said 
Christopher  Holmes  and  John  Whateley,  })arty  to  the  said  abstracting  deed, 
granted  to  William  Chambers,  bailiff  of  Henley,  and  11  others,  of  the  said 

town. 
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town,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  house,  garden  and  premises,  to  the  intent 
that  they  should  perform  the  before-mentioned  will  of  John  Whateley,  the 
testator,  and  to  the  use  and  behoof  in  the  said  will  expressed,  and  upon  the 
other  trusts  in  the  preceding  feoffment  of  John  Whateley  mentioned. 

This  house  is  comprised  in  the  last  trust  deeds  of  1813,  being  the  first  parcel 
mentioned  therein.  It  is  now  occupied  by  Henry  Griffis,  as  tenant  from  year 
to  year,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  81.  The  house  adjoins  the  turnpike  gate-house 
going  into  Henley  from  Birmingham  on  the  right  hand  side.  It  is  a very  old 
timber  house,  and  in  very  bad  repair,  so  as  to  render  props  necessary  for  its 
support.  The  present  rent  is  the  full  value. 

This  rent  is  carried  to  the  fund  already  mentioned. 

Thomas  Wheatley’s  Charity. 

In  a blank  page  at  the  beginning  of  the  high  bailiff’s  book,  is  an  entry,  pur-  Thomas  Wheatley’s 
porting  to  be  an  extract  from  an  indenture,  the  date  and  parties  to  which  are  Chanty, 
not  stated,  but  by  which  it  appears,  that  certain  feoffees,  parties  thereto,  cove- 
nanted with  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  Coventry,  that  as  soon  after 
the  decease  of  Thomas  Wheatley,  as  they  should  have  received  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  lands  and  tenements  thereinbefore  mentioned,  for  one  year,  they 
would  pay  over  the  said  rents  and  profits  to  the  mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  be 
by  him  and  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city  distributed,  as  therein  stated,  viz. ; 
among  other  things,  to  four  poor  men  being  dwellers  and  householders  in 
Henley  in  Arden,  10^.  each. 

The  sum  of  9,1.  is  annually  received  by  the  high  bailiff  of  Henley,  from  the 
mayor  of  Coventry,  and  is  carried  to  the  general  fund;  but  the  sum  of  91.  in 
respect  of  this  charity,  is  applied  out  of  that  fund  to  the  use  of  four  poor 
householders  of  Henley  in  Arden,  wdio  are  appointed  at  a parish  meeting.  All 
the  poor  inhabitants  who  are  householders  partake  of  it  in  turn. 

John  Heming’s  Charity.  (1620). 

From  an  ancient  paper  in  the  possession  of  the  high  bailiff,  and  wdiich  appears  John  Heming’s 
to  have  been  the  origin  of  an  entry  made  in  the  high  bailiff’s  book,  it  is  stated, 
that  John  Hemhig,  tailor,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Henley,  gave  a tenement  or 
cottage  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  for  ever,  which  cottage  he  bought  of  one  John 
Boilers,  for  13/.  6 5.  8d.  on  the  7th  of  January  1604,  but  afterwards  one  Andrew 
Grafton,  of  Preston  Bagot,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  laid  claim  to  this  and  to 
another  tenement  or  cottage,  which  the  said  John  Heming  bought  of  one  John 
Whateley,  the  elder,  the  7th  of  September  1G04,  and  which  tenement  the  said 
John  Heming  gave  to  the  poor  of  Henley -in-Arden,  for  ever  ; and  that  several 
feoffees,  then  of  Henley-in-Arden,  agreed  with  the  said  Andrew  Grafton,  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  to  whom  the  said  writ  of  claim  did  belong,  for  the  sum  of 
31.,  which  said  3/.  was  paid  by  John  Baker,  of  Henley-in-Arden,  bailiff,  in  1620, 
and  he  had  one  deed  and  one  bond  from  Andrew  Grafton,  for  the  true  per- 
formance of  the  same  covenants  and  agreements. 

An  old  deed  was  produced,  endorsed,  “ 8th  April  1620,  Andrew  Grafton,  his 
release  of  John  Heming’s  tenements,”  but  so  obliterated  within  by  damp  as  to 
be  illegible. 

By  indenture,  dated  17th  March  1737.  between  Thomas  Baker,  of  Henley- 
in-Arden,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Baker,  and  19  others,  inhabitants  of 
Henley-in-Arden  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas 
Baker,  the  son  and  heir  of  John  Baker,  who  was  son  and  heir  of  Francis  Baker, 
who  was  son  and  heir  of  John  Baker,  the  surviving  feoffee  of  those  named  in 
a deed,  and  invested  in  fee  of  two  messuages  or  tenements  in  Henley-in-Arden, 
then  in  the  occupations  of  Christopher  Tripp  and  John  Ward,  and  afterwards  of 
William  Banister  and  Nicholas  Garner,  which  messuages  were  devised  to  the 
said  John  Baker,  and  his  co-feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  by  one  John  Heming,  of 
Henley-in-Arden,  tailor,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  should  be 
employed  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  people  inhabiting  within  the  said 
town  of  Henley-in-Arden  ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Thomas  Baker, 
granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  two 
messuages,  then  made  into  four  tenements,  with  the  gardens  and  premises  thereto 
belonging,  then  in  the  occupations  of  Samuel  Harris,  Benjamin  Edkins,  William 
Sydnall  and  William  Humphriss ; to  hold  the  same  in  trust,  to  apply  the  rents 
and  profits  to  the  use  of  the  poor  people  dwelling  in  Henley  aforesaid. 

These  houses  are  not  included  in  the  last  trust-deed  of  1813,  James  Ward 
Rep.  15.  4D4  not 


Henley-in-Arden. 
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Henley-in-Arden,  not  having  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  this  property,  and  it  having  been  found 

. , impossible  to  ascertain  \vho  was  the  survivor  of  the  20  trustees  mentioned  in 

above  abstracted  deed,  which  was  the  last  trust-deed  relative  thereto. 
conHnul^  These  houses  are  at  present  occupied,  one  by  Edward  Beasley,  at  the  rent  of 

' o/. ; another  by  Thomas  Mander,  at  a rent  of  3/.,  which  is  paid  by  the  parish 

officers  of  Morton  Bagot,  to  which  parish  he  belongs ; and  two  by  paupers  of 
the  parish  of  AV'ootton,  for  each  of  which  the  parish  officers  pay  2/.  2 5.  per 
annum.  These  cottages  are  in  bad  repair,  under  which  circumstances  the 
rents  appear  to  be  the  full  value.  These  rents,  amounting  together  to  the  sum 
of  10/.  4.9.,  are  carried  to  the  general  fund. 

John  Randall’s  Charity. 

John  Randall’s  By  indenture,  dated  1st  April  1G26,  between  John  Randall,  of  the  one  part; 
Charity.  Charle.s  Smythe,  and  seven  others,  of  the  other  part ; it  was  witnessed, 

that  the  said  John  llandall,  for  the  great  zeal  and  good-will  which  he  bore 
towards  the  jioor  people  then  inhabiting,  and  thereafter  to  inhabit,  within  the 
town  of  Henley,  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  one  annuity,  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  205.,  to 
be  yearly  issuing  and  paid  at  Michaelmas,  out  of  two  grounds  or  closes  known 
by  the  name  of  Lankford  Meadow  and  Godson  Close,  containing  by  estimation 
13  acres,  or  thereabouts,  situate  in  Preston  Bagot,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
and  which  said  meadow  lay  on  the  north  side  of  a field,  called  the  Overfield, 
and  adjoined  on  the  other  side  to  a river  or  brook  there,  called  Lankford  Brook, 
and  the  other  close  lay  on  the  north  side  of  a line,  called  Alcett  Ould,  and  at 
the  east  end  of  the  said  field,  called  the  Overfield,  and  was  parcel  of  the  same 
field ; to  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  annuity,  or  yearly  rent,  to  the  said  grantees, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  same  in  finding, 
providing  and  making  two  gowns  yearly  of  frize,  or  some  other  convenient  cloth, 
which  gowns  should  yearly,  on  the  2d  November,  called  All  Souls-day,  be 
bestowed  upon  two  poor  widows  inhabiting,  or  thereafter  to  inhabit,  within  the 
said  town  of  Henley,  of  the  most  poor,  needy  and  impotent,  and  such  as  should 
be  of  honest  behaviour,  fame  and  conversation,  to  be  yearly  nominated  and 
appointed,  (after  the  respective  deaths  of  his  wife  and  son,  and  another  person 
therein  named),  by  the  vicar  of  Wooton  Wawen,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
and  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  town  of  Henley,  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
two  of  them  ; And  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced, 
by  death,  to  the  number  of  three,  the  said  survivors  should,  upon  the  reasonable 
request  of  the  vicar  of  Wooton  Wawen,  and  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said 
town  of  Henley,  and  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  of  Henley,  convey  and  assure  the  said  annuity,  or  yearly  rent,  to  eight 
other  substantial  persons  inhabiting  within  the  said  town  of  Henley,  and  their 
heirs,  for  ever,  to  be  nominated  and  chosen  by  the  then  vicar  of  Wooton  Wawen, 
and  the  then  churchwardens  of  Henley  aforesaid,  upon  the  trusts  before 
declared ; and  it  was  further  provided,  that  if  any  widow  should  have  once  had 
a gown  bestowed  upon  her,  she  should  not,  during  the  space  of  five  years  next 
ensuing,  have  another,  if  there  should  be  any  other  then  inhabiting  within  the 
said  town  of  Henley  fit  for  the  same. 

This  annuity  of  205.  is  comprised  in  the  new  trust  deed  of  1813,  and  in 
respect  thereof  the  sum  of  18  5.  d.  is  annually  received  from  Charles  Fether- 
ston  by  the  present  owner  of  the  premises  charged,  the  remaining  l5.  5^r/. 
being  withheld  for  land-tax. 

The  sum  received  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  two  gowns,  which  are  given 
to  two  poor  widows  of  Henley,  on  Christmas-day.  This  day  appears  to  have 
been  fixed  upon  in  ignorance  of  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

The  widows  are  appointed  at  a meeting  of  the  churchwardens  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  at  which  the  vicar  does  not  attend.  In  the  selec- 
tion of  fit  objects,  a preference  is  given  to  the  most  needy  and  deserving,  and  it 
therefore  happens,  that  a strict  attention  is  not  always  paid  to  the  provision  of 
the  deed,  which  requires  that  the  same  widow  should  not  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  charity  more  than  once  in  five  years.  That  provision,  indeed,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  known  to  those  who  have  of  late  years  been  entrusted  with 
the  nomination. 


Dalton’s 
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Dalton’s  Charity. 

Oliver  Dalton,  by  will,  dated  the  31st  of  August  1636,  gave  to  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  Henley^in-Arden,  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  205. 
yearly,  for  ever,  to  be  issuing  out  of  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  in  Packwood, 
called  the  Ivy  House,  and  out  of  all  lands  thereto  belonging,  to  be  yearly  paid 
at  the  feast  of  the  Purification ; but  to  the  intent  and  purpose,  that  the  said 
minister  and  churchwardens  should  yearly,  for  ever,  on  Good-Friday,  distribute 
the  said  sum  of  205.  unto  twenty  poor  people  inhabiting  within  the  said  town 
of  Henley,  such  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  think  most  needy  and  fittest 
to  have  the  same ; and  if  the  said  annuity  should  be  in  arrear  for  the  space 
of  twenty-one  days  after  the  said  day  of  payment,  he  empowered  the  said 
minister  and  churchwardens  to  distrain  for  the  same. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  20th  April  1675,  between  Thomas  Featherstone,  of 
the  one  part ; and  Simon  Kempson,  and  ten  others,  of  the  other  part ; after 
reciting  the  said  will,  as  above  abstracted,  and  further,  that  the  said  Thomas 
Featherstone  was  then  lawfully  seised  of  the  said  messuage,  called  the  Ivy  House, 
and  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  containing,  by  estimation,  about  fifty  acres ; 
it  was  witnessed,  that  he  the  said  Thomas,  in  consideration  of  the  special  kind- 
ness which  he  bore  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Henley,  and 
for  the  further  assuring  of  the  said  annuity  of  205.,  and  to  prevent  any  scruple 
or  question  of  the  legality  of  the  estate  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of 
Henley  aforesaid,  of  and  in  the  said  yearly  sum,  or  of  their  capacity  to  distrain 
for  the  same,  did,  at  the  request  and  upon  the  nomination  of  the  said  inhabi- 
tants, grant  and  confirm  to  the  said  parties,  of  the  second  part,  the  said  yearly 
sum  of  205.,  to  be  for  ever  issuing  and  paid  out  of  the  said  messuage  or  tene- 
ment and  lands  thereto  belonging ; to  hold  to  the  said  grantees,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  ever,  to  their  own  proper  use  and  behoof,  payable  on  the  feast  of 
the  Purification  in  every  year,  with  power  to  distrain  for  the  same  when  in 
arrear  j but  the  said  grant  was  so  made  upon  special  trust  in  the  said  grantees, 
that  they  should,  yearly,  for  ever,  upon  Good  Friday,  distribute  the  said  yearly 
sum  of  205.  unto  twenty  poor  people,  inhabiting  within  the  said  town  of  Henley 
aforesaid,  such  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  there,  for  the  time  being, 
should  think  most  needy,  and  fittest  to  have  the  same,  according  to  the  will  of 
the  said  Oliver  Dalton  : And  upon  further  trust,  that  when  all  the  trustees  but 
three  should  die,  the  said  three  survivors  should,  upon  the  request  and  at  the 
charge  of  the  said  inhabitants,  grant  and  assign  over  the  said  yearly  rent  to  nine 
or  ten-other  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  upon  the  trusts  before 
declared. 

* This  annuity  is  comprised  in  the  trust  deed  of  1813,  already  mentioned,  and 
in  respect  thereof  is  now  annually  paid  the  sum  of  175.  5d.y  the  remaining 
2 5.  7<^«  being  withheld  for  land-tax.  This  payment  is  made  by  W.  A.  Roberts, 
esquire,  of  Bew^dley,  the  present  owner  of  the  premises  charged.  The  sum  thus 
received  is  divided  among  twenty  poor  persons,  in  small  sums  proportioned  to 
their  respective  necessities. 


r Lady  Fullwood’s  Charity. 

The  returns  to  Parliament,  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3,  mention  among 
the  charities  of  Henley-in- Arden,  a rent-charge  of  I75.  9d.,  given  for  the  poor 
by  Lady  Fullwood,  but  by  wdiat  instrument,  or  at  what  time  is  was  so  given, 
or  in  what  particular  manner  to  be  applied,  is  not  specified. 

The  bailiff’s  book  of  Henley-in- Arden,  beginning  in  1723,  under  the  title  of 
My  Lady  Fullwood’s  Gift,”  enumerates  several  small  payments,  amounting 
together  in  the  first  entry  to  the  sum  of  1 /.,  but  subsequently  varying  in  amount 
from  year  to  year,  in  consequence,  as  it  is  supposed,  of  the  arrears  of  one  year 
being  paid  up  in  another.  The  just  amount  is  understood  to  be  the  sum  of 
n 155.  9 d.y  which  appears  to  be  made  up  of  the  following  items,  viz. : — 


( 


A rent 


Rep.  15. 


payable  by  Joseph  Smith,  in  respect  of  premises  at  Henley  - 
by  William  Wheeler,  ditto,  at  Henley  Meeting-house 
by  John  Wilday,  ditto,  at  Tamvorth  _ - - - 

out  of  the  Swan  Inn,  Henley  ------ 

by  William  Field,  in  respect  of  premises  at  Henley 
by  Joseph  Baldwin,  ditto  _ . - - - 

by  George  Hemming,  ditto  ------ 

by  Mrs.  F’bbatts,  - ditto 

by  late  Mr.  Horsley,  ditto  ------ 

4 E 


£ 5.  d. 

- - 6 

- - 10 

- i 6 

- 5 

- 1 - 

- - 6 

- t - 

- 5 10 

- 3 _ 

A rent 


Henley-in.  Arden. 

Dalton’s  Charity. 
V / 
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A rent  by  late  Mr.  Horsley,  ditto 

— by  James  Martin  - ditto  ------ 

— by  Chattaway  - ditto  ------ 

— by  Gilbert  - - ditto  ------ 

— by  James  Thomas  - ditto  ------ 

— by  William  Mander  ditto  ------ 

— by  William  Miles  - ditto  ------ 

— by  Samuel  Hoitt  - ditto  ------ 

— by  William  London  ditto  ------ 

— out  of  the  White  Horse  Inn,  at  Henley,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Tarlton 


by  William  Hemming,  out  of  premises  at  Henley 
by  Silvester  Warwick,  ditto  - - - - 


Total 


£. 


£.  s 

- 3 

- 2 

- 1 
- 1 
- 1 


d. 

G 


9 

2 

9 

1 

2 


- 1 - 
-32 
- 2 - 

1 15  9 


Out  of  this  total  the  sum  of  18  5.  is  payable  to  the  overseers  of  Atherstone, 
so  that  there  remains  for  the  use  of  Henley  the  sum  of  17-s.  S)d.,  as  stated  in 
the  returns  above  referred  to. 

This  sum  of  17^*  9d.  is  carried  to  the  general  fund. 

Chambers’s  Charity. 

Chambers’s  William  Chambers^  by  indenture,  dated  the  23d  March  1641,  for  the  better 
Chanty.  maintenance,  relief  and  succour  of  the  poor  people  who  should  in  time  to 
come  inhabit  in  Henley,  granted  and  confirmed  to  Richard  Wheatley  and  three 
others,  one  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  65.  St/.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  one  cottage  or 
tenement,  and  a garden  thereto  belonging,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in 
Henley  aforesaid,  adjoining  on  the  south  and  west  to  the  house  known  by  the  sign 
of  the  Swan,  upon  trust,  that  the  said  grantees  should  yearly  pay  over  the  said 
rent  to  the  high  bailiff  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town  of  Henley,  for 
the  time  being,  and  for  want  of  such  officers,  then  to  such  person  or  persons, 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  in  the  said  indenture  mentioned,  as  any  three 
or  more  of  the  sufficient  inhabitants  then  of  the  said  town  should,  from  time  to 
time  nominate  and  appoint  to  receive  the  said  yearly  rent,  the  same  to  be  paid 
yearly  at  Lady-day,  and  to  be  distributed  yearly  on  Good-Friday  or  Easter- 
eve,  for  ever,  by  4</.  a piece  to  twenty  poor  widows  (if  so  many  there  should 
be),  or  for  want  of  such,  to  other  poor  housekeepers  dwelling  in  the  said  town 
of  Henley. 

This  annuity,  which  is  also  comprised  in  the  late  trust  deed  of  1813,  is  now 
paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  James  Philip  Burman,  the  present  high  bailiff  of  Henley, 
and  .owner  of  the  house  charged,  which  forms  part  of  a house  lately  know  n by 
the  name  of  the  Talbot  Inn,  but  now  used  as  a private  dw^elling- house. 

This  annuity  of  65.  8 c?.  is  also  carried  to  the  general  fund. 


. Simon  Bellars’s  Charity. 

Simon  Bellars’s  Simon  BellarSy  by  will,  dated  23d  September  1642,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Henley 
Charity.  I2s.  a-year,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  lands  he  had  in  Evesham  and  Henley. 

This  annuity  is  received  from  J.  Jarrett,  builder,  of  Evesham,  as  charged 
upon  two  houses  in  Evesham,  one  belonging  to  himself,  and  the  other  adjoining 

it,  belonging  to  Horseman. 

This  annuity  also  is  carried  to  the  general  fund. 


Barbara  Ingram’s  Charity. 

Barbara  Ingram’s  Barbara  Ingram^  by  will,  dated  4th  July  1698,  devised  to  William  Askew,* 
Chanty.  Lapworth,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  her  cottage  or  tenement,  at  Ullenhall, 

in  the  said  county,  on  condition  that  he  should  yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and 
profits,  pay  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  or  chapelwardens  of  Ullenhall  6 s.  on 
the  1st  December,  to  be  distributed  by  them  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  in  breads 
among  the  poor  people  of  that  place ; and  also,  that  the  said  William  Askew, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  yearly,  out  of  the  said  rents  and  profits,  pay  to  the 
high  bailiff  of  Henley-in-Arden,  the  like  sum  of  65.  on  the  1st  December,  to 
be  by  him  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  to  the  poor  people  in  Henley,  at 
his  discretion. 

The  annuity  of  65.  to  the  poor  of  Henley,  is  received  from  Thomas  Ward,  of 
Ullenhall,  the  occupier  of  the  land  charged,  which  belongs  to  Robert  Knight, 
esquire,  of  Barrells.  This  annuity  also  forms  a part  of  the  general  fund. 


John 
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, John  Hemming’s  Charity  (1683).  Henley-in-Arden. 

John  Hemming,  by  will,  dated  28tli  February  1683,  devised  out  of  his  house  - — . 
and  land  at  Beaudesert  405.  a year,  to  Henley-in-Arden,  for  ever,  for  setting  * 

poor  children  to  school,  to  be  paid  every  half-year  by  equal  portions,  to  the  v 
bailiffs  there,  or  to  such  trustees  as  they  should  thereafter  choose,  to  be 
paid  clearly  without  deduction  or  tax,  with  power  of  distress  in  case  of  non- 
payment. 

This  Q.I.  a year  is  receii^ed  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tarlton,  of  Beaudesert,  the 
owner  of  a house  and  farm  there,  on  which  it  is  charged,  and  it  is  carried  to  the 
general  fund. 

Rev.  Devereux  Wilson’s  Charity. 

. The  Rev.  Devereux  Wilson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  19th  May  1725,  devised  Rev. 

to  his  nephew,  Daniel  Mander,  sen.,  and  John  Lindon  alias  Reynolds,  their  R^eve^ux  Wilson’s 

heirs  and  assigns,  his  close  in  Ullenhall,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  called 

Smith’s  Close,  with  the  barn  standing  thereon,  in  trust,  to  distribute  out  of  the 

yearly  profits,  105.  every  Whit-Monday,  for  30  years  after  his  decease,  among 

the  poor  of  Oldborough,  in  Worcestershire  ; and  other  105.  on  the  same  day, 

for  such  30  years,  among  the  poor  of  Tanworth,  in  Warwickshire,  and  to  give 

the  remainder  of  the  said  profits  to  and  for  the  use  and  support  of  a charity 

school,  to  instruct  children  of  poor  people  to  read  the  English  tongue,  and  in 

the  principles  of  the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  to  be  erected  in 

Henley-in-Arden,  and  to  and  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Latin  or  grammar 

school  then  erected  in  Henley  aforesaid,  as  should  be  agreed  upon  by  the 

ministers  of  W"ooton  and  Henley,  and  by  the  bailiff  and  his  brethren  of  Henley, 

with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  said  trustees,  for  the  space  of  30  years  after 

his  decease,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  30  years,  he  gave  the  whole 

yearly  profits  of  the  said  close,  to  the  support  or  augmentation  of  such  school  as 

should  be  agreed  upon  as  above  directed,  for  ever. 

This  property  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  indentures,  of  the  1st  and  2d  June 
1770,  by  John  Lindon  alias  Reynolds,  the  surviving  trustee,  to  other  trustees, 
and  by  subsequent  indentures  of  the  3d  and  4th  June  I8I6,  they  were  conveyed 
by  Thomas  Burraan,  surviving  trustee  in  the  preceding  deed,  to  William  James, 
high  bailiff,  the  Rev.  Poyntz  Stewart  Ward,  minister  of  Henley-in-Arden, 

Thomas  Lea,  Thomas  James,  Philip  Burman,  William  Welch  Lea,  Thomas 
Chambers,  Hopkins  Horsley,  Thomas  Wawen  Jones,  Thomas  Chamberlain, 

William  Field,  William  Mander,  and  Francis  Burman,  all  of  Henley,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  appointed  in  the  will  of  Devereux  Wilson  ; it  was 
further  agreed,  that  when  only  three  of  the  said  trustees  should  be  living,  the 
survivors  should  convey  the  premises  to  other  substantial  persons  of  the  town 
of  Henley-in-Arden,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  like  trusts. 

This  land  contains  two  acres,  and  is  let  to Lynes  and Johnson, 

as  tenants  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rent  of  4/.  ; it  is  conceived  that 
about  51,  per  annum  might  be  got  for  it,  which  it  is  accordingly  proposed  to 
demand.  This  rent  is  carried  to  the  general  account. 


Edmund  Fullwood’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  25th  March,  13  Will.  HI,  between  Edmund  Full-  Edmund  Fullwood’s 
wood,  of  Little  Alne,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  of  the  one  part  5 and  Simon  Chanty. 
Kempson,  and  others,  of  the  other  part ; it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Edmund 
Fullwood,  in  consideration  of  551.  Js.  6d.,  being  the  proper  monies  of  the 
poor  of  Henley-in-Arden,  to  him  paid  by  the  said  Simon  Kempson,  and  others, 
trustees  for  the  said  poor,  in  their  behalf,  conveyed  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  two  little  grounds  theretofore  three,  called  Little  Whistons, 
containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Tanworth,  in  the 
County  of  Warwick,  with  all  barns,  trees  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging  ; 
to  hold  the  same,  in  trust,  and  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  poor  of 
Henley  aforesaid. 

■ This  land  is  conveyed  by  the  last  trust  deed,  of  31  August  1813,  by  the 
description  of  a parcel  of  pasture  land  theretofore  divided  into  two  little 
grounds,  and  formerly  into  three  parts,  called  Little  Whistons,  formerly 
containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  but  part  whereof,  on  the  north  side,  had 
since  been  taken  by  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Stratford-upon-Avon 
Canal.  • 
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Henley-in-Arden.  There  is  in  the  possession  of  the  high  bailiff,  a memorandum  of  an  agreement, 
VA  A'  dated  the  3d  January  1794,  between  William  Callow,  of  Tardebigg,  in  the 

"'“chari'tyr°*  ^ county  of  Worcester,  and  Christopher  Wren,  of  Walsall,  in  the  county  of 
continued.  Stafford,  on  the  behalf  of  the  company  of  proprietors,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Court,  high 
^ ^ -bailiff  of  Henley-in-Arden,  trustee  for  the  poor  of  Henley ; whereby  it  is 
agreed,  that  12  s.  per  acre  per  annum,  should  be  paid  for  such  land  of  the  said 
trust  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Henley-in-Arden,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Tan- 
worth,  as  the  said  company  should  take  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation. 

This  agreement  is  signed  only  by  Callow,  and  appears  not  to  have  been  acted 
upon. 

In  the  high  bailiff’s  book,  under  the  date  of  1794,  there  is  the  following 
entry : — 

Received  20/.,  for  two  shares  in  the  Stratford  Canal  Navigation,  and  gave 
it  to  the  poor,  by  me,  J.  Court,  high  bailiff.” 

It  should  seem  from  this  entry,  that  these  shares  were  substituted  for  the 
purchase  of  the  land  taken  by  the  company,  instead  of  the  rent  which  had  been 
at  first  contemplated. 

The  remainder  of  the  land  is  now  let  to  Henry  Paxford,  as  tenant  from  year 
year,  at  the  rent  of  6/.  It  is  poor  land,  and  is  let  at  a higher  rent  than  the 
adjoining  lands. 

The  rent  is  carried  to  the  general  fund,  out  of  which  a payment  of  18  s.  is 
annually  made  in  respect  of  this  land,  to  the  chapel  warden  of  Henley,  by  whom 
it  is  carried  to  his  general  account. 

The  origin  of  this  payment  to  the  chapel-warden  is  not  known. 

Baker’s  Charity. 

Biker’s  Charity.  By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  23d  August  1 735,  between  Thomas  Baker, 
the  elder,  of  the  one  part ; and  John  Baker  and  14  others,  all  inhabitants  of 
Henley-in-Arden,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  Christopher  Baker^  by  his 
will,  dated  21st  March  I716,  devised  two  tenements  and  premises  in  Henley- 
in-Arden,  of  which  he  was  then  seised  in  fee,  and  another  tenement,  to  which 
he  was  entitled  in  reversion,  after  the  deaths  of  William  Borsley  and  his  wife,  to 
his  brother  Francis  Baker,  and  his  kinsman,  Thomas  Baker,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  trust,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  in  the  first  place,  to 
pay  to  the  parson  of  Henley,  for  the  time  being,  205.  at  two  payments  in  the 
year,  viz.;  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas,  by  equal  payments,  free  and  clear ; and 
also  yearly  to  lay  out  5 s.  in  such  good  and  pious  books  as  the  parson  of  Henley 
should  think  convenient,  and  dispose  of  the  same  to  such  poor  children  of  Hen- 
ley, at  Easter,  yearly,  as  the  said  minister  should  nominate ; and  directed  his 
trustees,  yearly,  by  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  bailiff  of  Henley,  for  the  time 
being,  to  distribute  the  remainder  of  the  rents  of  the  said  tenements,  to  such' 
poor  people  as  they  should  think  necessary,  at  Easter  and  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
first  deducting  thereout,  for  taxes  and  repairs;  and  further  reciting,  that  Fran- 
cis Baker,  was  since  dead,  and  that  the  sole  trust  and  estate,  in  the  said  tene- 
ments, had  devolved  upon  the  said  Thomas  Baker  ; It  was  witnessed,  that  he 
the  said  Thomas  Baker,  in  consideration  of  the  trust  in  him  reposed,  and  that 
the  said  tenements  might  be  conveyed  to  a certain  number  of  trustees,  for  the 
uses  and  purposes,  and  in  trust,  as  above  and  thereafter  mentioned,  granted 
and  enfeoffed  to  the  said  John  Baker  and  others,  of  the  second  part,  their- 
heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  three  tenements,  with  the  barns,  buildings,  gardens, 
orchards,  and  premises  thereto  belonging,  situate  in  Henley-in-Arden,  in  trust, 
to  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  in  the  manner  before  stated  ; and  when  the 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  three,  that  the  survivors  should 
convey  the  premises  to  12  or  more  new  trustees,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Henley-in-Arden,  for  the  uses  above  mentioned. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  these  trusts  have  been  kept  up  by  any  renewals.  The 
premises  have  been  long  under  the  management  of  the  high  bailiff,  who  has 
received  and  applied  the  rents.  The  premises  are  now,  and  have  been  for  a 
number  of  years,  used  by  the  officers  of  Wooton  parish,  as  houses  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  which  the  town  of  Henley  is  included.  They 
hold  them  as  yearly  tenants,  at  a rent  of  8/.  10  5.,  which  is  deemed  more  than 
the  just  value.  The  premises  are  very  old,  and  although  they  have  been  kept  in  as 
good  repair  as  their  nature  w’ould  admit,  are  at  present,  in  a state  of  great  decay, 
and  it  is  thought  that  it  will  shortly  become  necessary  to  take  them  down,  and, 

when 
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when  a sufficient  fund  shall  be  accumulated  for  the  purpose,  to  rebuild  on  the  Henley-in-Arden. 

Baker’s  Charity, 

The  rent  thus  received  is  carried  to  the  general  fund,  out  of  which  the  sum  continued. 
of  1 /.  per  annum,  is  paid  to  the  minister  in  respect  of  this  charity.  ' 


House  in  Henley. 

Rent-cHaroe  op  5^.  ] 

Ditto  - of  125.  ^ op  unknown  origin. 

Ditto  - of  16  5.  I 


House  in  Henley. 


The  house  above  indicated  is  situate  in  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Henley, 
between  two  houses  the  property  of  Mr.  William  Field,  and  is  at  present  in  the 
occupation  of  William  Joiner,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  5/.  This  rent, 
which  appears  to  be  the  fair  value  of  the  house,  is  received  by  the  high  bailiff, 
and  carried  to  the  general  fund.  It  is  unknown  from  what  source  the  property 
was  derived.  An  annual  payment  of  5 s.  is  received  as  a rent-charge,  out  of 
a house  in  Henley,  called  the  Quakers  meeting-house,  the  property  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  but  at  present  inhabited  by  poor  persons,  from  whom  the 
payment  is  received. 

This  payment  is  credited  in  the  earliest  accounts  extant,  commencing  with 
the  year  1723,  but  there  are  no  documents  to  show  how  it  originated.  In  the 
returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  it  is  stated,  that  Richard  Kaye,  in  1621,  gave  a 
rent-charge  of  5 s.  to  be  paid  to  five  poor  householders  of  Henley,  and  it  is  the 
only  sum  of  that  amount  mentioned  in  those  returns.  It  is  possible,  that  the 
payment  now  received,  as  above  mentioned,  may  be  in  respect  of  the  rent-charge 
thus  recorded,  and  of  which  no  other  trace  appears.  Another  annual  sum  of 
165.  (45.  being  retained  for  land-tax)  is  received  as  a rent-charge,  out  of  a close 
called  Wad  Close,  the  property  of  Robert  Knight,  esquire.  This  payment  also 
is  regularly  credited  in  the  accounts,  from  their  commencement  in  1723,  but 
there  is  no  note  of  its  origin.  Equally  unknown  is  the  origin  of  another  pay- 
ment of  125.,  which  is  annually  received,  as  a rent-charge,  out  of  the  close 
called  Woad  or  Wad  Close,  also  belonging  to  Robert  Knight,  esquire. 


The  several  annuities  of  5s.  12  5.  and  I6  5.  are  also  carried  to  the  general  fund, 
the  total  amount  of  which  will  appear  from  the  following 
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George  and  Richard  I Rent-charge  - - half  for  schooling 

Whateley’a  / Houses  in  Evesham,  originally  subject  to  a j 
rent-charge  of  1 0 s.,  half  of  which  was  for  > 
schooling  - - - - - - J 

John  Whateley’s  - 
Thomas  Wheatley’s  - 

John  Heming’s  (1620)  - 

Lady  Fullwood’s  - 

Chambers’s  - --  --  --  --  -- 

Simon  Bellars’s  - 

Barbara  Ingram’s  - --  --  --  --  - 

John  Heming’s  (1683),  for  schooling 

Rev.  D.  Wilson’s,  for  the  grammar  school  - - - - 

Edmund  Fullwood’s  - _ 

Baker’s  ------------ 

House  in  Henley,  of  unknown  origin 

12S.1 

Rent-charges  - ditto  - - 6s->“ 

165.J 

Total  - _ - - . 

From  this  fund  there  is  paid  as  before  mentioned,  the  annual  suRi  'j 
of  1 1.  to  the  minister,  in  respect  of  Baker’s  Charity,  and  the  sum  of  [ 
18  s.  to  the  chapel  wardens,  in  respect  of  Edmund  Fulwood’s,  and  the  i 
sum  of  2 L is  specifically  applied  iij  respect  of  Thomas  Whateley’s  - J 

Which  being  deducted  leave  a net  fund  of  _ - - - - 


£.  s.  d. 

1 — — Summary  of  the 

Charities  carried  to 
27  10  - a Common  Fund. 

8 - - 

2 - - 
104- 

- 17  9 

- 6 8 

- 12  - 

- 6 - 
2 - - 

4 - - 

6 - - 
810  - 

5 - - 

I 13  - 


77  19  5 
3 18  - 


74  1 5 
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Henley-in-Arden. 

Summary,  &c. 
continued. 


William  Randoll’s 
Charity. 
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The  available  fund,  however,  is  for  the  present,  still  further  reduced  by  the' 
application  of  the  rents  of  27/.  IO5.,  from  the  houses  in  Evesham,  to  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  debt  for  repairs,  as  already  mentioned,  and  it  is  apprehended,  that 
a further  temporary  sacrifice  of  income  must  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a fund  for  repairing  some  of  the  charity  houses  in  Henley,  which  are  at  present 
in  a very  ruinous  state. 

The  deduction  of  the  above  .mentioned  sum  of  27/.  IO5.  reduces  the  present 
available  fund  to  46/.  11 5.  5d.  out  of  which  an  annual  sum  of  20/.  is  paid  to 
a schoolmaster,  who  resides  rent-free  in  the  house  derived  from  George 
JVhateley's  gift,  as  before  mentioned,  for  which  emolument  he  instructs  30 
children,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  These  are  appointed  by  the 
trustees,  from  among  the  children  of  poor  townspeople.  They  are  not  admitted 
till  they  have  attained  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  they  remain  in  the  schoof 
th  ree  years.  It  has  been  settled,  that  no  child  shall  be  eligible  to  the  school, 
who  has  not  regularly  attended  the  Sunday  school  in  the  town,  at  least  six 
months  previously. 

The  rest  of  the  fund  is  given  away  in  money.  Each  poor  widow  in  the  town 
receives  1 s.  They  now  amount  to  31  in  number,  and  they  also  share  with  the 
the  other  townspeople  in  the  distribution  of  the  rest,  which  is  given  away  to  all 
resident  poor  families  in  equal  sums. 

The  amount  varies  according  to  the  deductions  which  the  trustees  may  have 
found  it  expedient  to  make  for  the  repairs  of  the  trust  premises. 

William  Randoll’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  dated  29tli  July  I696,  between  John  Baker,  of  Henley-in- 
Arden,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Francis  Baker,  deceased,  of  the  one  part ; and 
Simon  Kempson,  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Simon  Kempson,  Thomas 
Baker,  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  the  said  John  Baker,  Thomas  Williams, 
junior,  high  bailiff  there,  Thomas  Hopkins,  AVilliam  Perkins,  Francis  Baker, 
John  Whateley,  John  Horsley,  mercer,  John  Horsley,  surgeon,  John  Haynes, 
Samuel  Cowper,  and  John  Cowper,  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  town  of 
Henley-in-Arden,  of  the  other  part ; reciting,  that  by  certain  indentures,  made 
8th  September  1653,  between  Thomas  Randoll,  citizen  and  grocer,  of  London, 
of  the  first  part ; John  Knight,  of  Barrells,  gentleman,  John  Randall,  then  son 
and  heir  apparent  of  Robert  Randall,  and  also  John  Holmes,  John  Baker, 
William  Whateley,  Richard  Whateley,  Richard  Knight,  Thomas  Cow'per  the 
younger,  William  Cowper,  John  Key,  John  Horsley,  and  Francis  Baker, 
inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  Henley-in-Arden,  of  the  second  part  ; and 
Michael  Olney  and  another,  of  the  third  part ; it  did  appear,  that  one  William 
Randoll,  late  of  Lincoln’s-inn,  deceased,  having,  in  his  life-time  a rent  out  of 
certain  lands  of  one  Gunter,  for  divers  years  then  to  come,  of  the  yearly  value  of 
100/.,  by  his  will,  dated  11th  April  1642,  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury,  did  therein  appoint  his  executors  to  sell  the  said  rent-charge, 
and  did  thereby  bequeath  the  money  that  should  be  raised  by  the  sale  thereof, 
in  manner  following,  viz. ; one-third  part  thereof  tow’ards  the  maintenance  of 
the  school  of  Preston,  in  Northamptonshire  ; one  other  third  part  of  the  same 
to  the  town  of  Banbury,  to  remain  as  a stock,  to  be  employed  there  only  in 
setting  the  poor  to  work  ; and  the  other  third  part  to  remain  as  a stock  to  the 
town  of  Henley-in-Arden,  to  set  their  poor  on  work ; and  the  said  William 
Randoll  did,  by  his  said  will,  reserve  the  way  of  ordering  the  employment  of  the 
said  monies  given  to  the  said  three  towns,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  and  the 
parties  in  w’hose  hands  the  same  should  remain  as  feoffees,  for  the  uses  aforesaid, 
to  his  executors  ; and  he  thereby  appointed  John  Randoll,  and  the  said  Robert 
Randoll  and  Thomas  Randoll,  being  his  brothers,  executors  of  his  said  will ; and 
afterwards  the  sole  executorship  devolved  upon  the  said  Thomas  Randoll,  by  the 
renunciation  of  the  said  Robert  Randoll,  and  the  death  of  the  said  John  Randoll  ; 
and  the  said  Thomas,  in  part  performance  of  the  said  will,  did  sell  the  same  rent- 
chaige  for  324/.,  so  that  the  said  third  part  of  the  said  sum  amounted  to  108  /. ; 
and  the  said  Thomas,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  town  of  Henley-in-Arden 
of  the  said  sum  of  108/.  so  bequeathed  as  aforesaid,  and  for  the  settling  of  tlie 
same  according  to  the  said  will,  did,  by  the  consent  and  at  the  request  of  the 
said  inhabitants,  disburse  the  sum  of  100/.,  parcel  thereof,  in  the  purchase  of 
a certain  half  yard  land  of  arable  land,  meadow  and  pasture  ground,  with  the 
appurtenances,  lying  dispersed  in  the  common  fields  of  Alveston,  Giddington, 


Warwick.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  587 

and  Hampton,  or  some  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  with  common  of  Henley  in-Arden. 

pasture  thereunto,  for  l6  sheep  and  a beast  and  half  rateably,  and  the  other  8 

residue  of  the  said  108/.,  w’as  paid  by  the  said  Thomas  Randoll  to  the  said  inha- 

bitants,  towards  defraying  of  the  expenses  by  them  and  him  disbursed  in  the  title  contimu-^ 

of  the  said  rent-charge,  and  settling  of  the  said  legacy  ; and  by  the  same  ^ j 

recited  deed,  the  said  Thomas  Randoll,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  will,  and  for 
securing  the  same  legacy,  did  give,  grant,  enfeoff  and  confirm  to  the  said  John 
Knight,  John  Randoll,  and  other  the  parties  to  the  said  recited  indenture,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  all  that  the  said  half  yard  land,  with  the  appurte- 
nances; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  from  time 
to  time  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  to  set  the  poor  of  the  said  town  of 
Henley  to  work,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  will ; in  which  said  deed 
there  was  also  a proviso,  that  when  nine  of  the  said  feoffees  should  be  dead,  the 
chiefestand  most  substantial  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Henley- 
in-Arden,  together  with  the  other  three  surviving  feoffees,  should  name  and 
choose  12  other  persons  of  the  inhabitants  or  freeholders  of  the  same  town  to  be 
feoffees  in  trust  of  the  same  premises,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  in  room  of  the  said 

former  feoffees,  to  which  said  new  trustees  the  premises  should  be  in  due  form  \ 

conveyed  : And  reciting,  that  the  said  Francis  Baker  was  the  last  surviving 
feoffee,  whereby  the  sole  trust  and  estate  in  law  was  devolved  unto  the  said 
John  Baker,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Francis  Baker;  .It was  witnessed, 
that  the  said  John  Baker  did  thereby  grant  and  convey  the  said  premises  to  the, 
parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  hold  upon  the 
trusts  aforesaid.  ) 

By  deed  poll,  dated  20th  June  I7OO,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  Thomas 
Randoll,  Simon  Kempson,  and  several  others,  reciting  the  gift  of  William 
Randoll,  as  already  noticed,  and  the  purchase  made  for  the  use  of  Henley, 
and  also  the  t^ust  deed  of  29th  July  1696  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  lands  had  been  employed  for  the  greatest  part,  since  the 
purchase  thereof,  in  setting  out  poor  children  of  the  town  of  Henley-in-Arden 
apprentices,  which  had  proved  very  beneficial  to  the  said  inhabitants;  it  was 
declared  by  the  said  Thomas  Randoll,  by  virtue  of  the  power  by  the  said  will  • • 

given  him,  that  it  was  his  will  and  full  intention,  that  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  said  premises  should,  for  ever  thereafter,  be  employed  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say ; for  the  setting  out  yearly  one  or  more  poor  child  or  children 
apprentice  or  apprentices,  of  the  town  of  Henley-in-Arden  aforesaid,  the  parents 
of  which  child  or  children  should  receive  no  parochial  collection,  and  should  be 
most  deserving  such  charity  ; and  that  no  such  child  or  children  should  be  put 
apprentice  to  his  or  their  father  or  father-in-law,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  but 
such  as  should  pay  parochial  payments. 

The  provisions  of  this  deed  poll  have  been  introduced  into  the  subsequent 
trust  deeds,  which  have  been  continued  in  a regular  series,  and  by  the  latest  of 
which,  dated  25th  February  1823,  the  premises  were  vested  in  Robert  Knight, 
of  Barrells,  esq.  the  Rev.  John  Ellis,  clerk,  vicar  of  Wooton  Wawen,  th6 
Rev.  Poyntz  Stewart  Ward,  clerk,  Thomas  Lea,  gentleman,  Thomas  James, 

Philip  Burman,  Thomas  Wawen  Jones,  surgeon,  William  Welch  Lea,  gentleman, 

Richard  Gibbs,  gentleman,  Edward  Cooper,  gentleman,  William  Field  the  elder, 
schoolmaster,  Richard  Burman,  Willoughby  Willey,  William  Chambers,  William. 

Sarsons,  and  William  Thomas,  all  of  Henley. 

In  this  last-mentioned  deed  the  premises  are  described  as  consisting  of  two  ^ 

doses,  or  new  inclosed  grounds,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Alveston,  and  four  leys  of 
land,  also  lying  in  that  parish,  in  a place  there,  called  tlie  Pasture ; all  which 
premises  were  allotted  and  awarded  to  the  feoffees  of  Randoll’s  charity,  on  the 
inclosing  the  open  common  field  of  Alveston. 

• The  premises  are  now  held  by  William  Edwards,  under  a lease  granted  to 
him  on  1st  April  1823,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  Lady-day  then  last,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  34/.  In  this  lease  they  are  described  as  consisting  of  a barn,* 
with  the  appurtenances,  together  with  the  two  several  pieces  of  arable  land’, 
adjoining  the  same,  containing,  by  estimation,  13  acres,  and  there  is  an  exception 
of  timber  trees,  mines,  &c.  to  the  lessors.  - 

This  rent  was  the  fair  value  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  granting  the  lease,  but 
it  is  expected  that  rather  more,  perhaps  about  39/.  or  40/.  may  be  obtained  for 
it  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease.  j 

The  rent  is  at  present  received  by  Mr.  Edward  Cooper,  one  of  the  trustees. 
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who  acts  as  treasurer  of  the  charity,  and  is  by  him  applied  to  the  purpose  of 
apprenticing  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Henley.  The  premium  for  many 
years  has  been  10/.  with  each  child.  It  appears  to  have  been  increased  to  this 
sum  in  1801,  before  which  time*  it  was  for  several  years  at  6/.  The  children  are 
invariably  apprenticed  to  respectable  tradesmen  resident  out  of  Henlev. 

The  accounts  are  extant  from  the  year  1730,  and  have  for  many  years  past 
been  annually  balanced  and  audited. 

At  the  time  of  our  inquiry  (August  1825)  there  appeared  to  be  a balance  of 
14/.  05.  9,\d.  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer;  but  two  boys  had  been  since 
apprenticed,  with  each  of  whom  10/.  was  to  be  given,  as  soon  as  the  indentures 
were  ready  ; so  that  there  would  be  a deficiency  for  which  the  treasurer  would, 
be  in  advance. 

The  children  are  sometimes  taken  from  among  those  educated  at  the  school ; 
at  others,  from  other  poor  children  of  Henley,  if  deemed  more  deserving.  None 
have  the  benefit  of  the  charity  whose  parents  are  in  the  receipt  of  regular 
parochial  relief. 

Knight’s  Charity. 

The  will  of  John  Knight,  of  Barrells,  dated  22d  August  1681,  will  be  found 
fully  set  forth  in  a subsequent  page,  among  the  charities  in  the  chapelry  of 
Ullenhall.  It  will  there  be  seen,  that  he  charged  a close  in  Ullenhall,  called 
Grimshaw’s  Hill,  with  an  annual  payment  of  505.,  of  which  205.  was  to  be 
applied  in  providing. a coat  and  a gown  for  a poor  man  and  a poor  woman, 
to  be  from  time  to  time  inhabiting  in  Henley-in-Arden,  yearly,  against 
Christmas. 

We  have  not  met  with  any  evidence  of  this  clothing  ever  having  been  given 
to  the  poor  of  Henley ; and  the  present  owner  of  the  land,  Robert  Knight,  esq. 
of  Barrells,  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  charge.  Upon  inspection  of 
the  will,  however,  he  admitted,  that  he  must  be  liable  to  the  payment,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  charity  will  be  fulfilled  in  future. 

Joseph  Williams’s  Charity. 

Joseph  Williams,  by  will,  dated  8th  May,  1796,  by  the  desire  of  his  wife, 
gave  to  the  chapelwardens  of  the  town  of  Henley  in  Arden,  the  sum  of  50/. 
the  interest  whereof  he  directed  should  be  disposed  of  on  Christmas-day,  yearly, 
to  the  poor  of  that  town,  one  moiety  thereof  in  money,  and  the  other  in 
bread. 

The  produce  of  this  legacy  was  50/.  in  the  old  four  per  cent  stock,  standing 
in  the  names  of  William  Mander,  grocer,  and  Benjamin  Gibbs,  gentleman, 
chapelwardens  of  Henley  in  Arden,  both  of  whom  are  dead.  Upon  the  reduction 
of  the  interest  of  the  four  per  cent  stock  to  3^  per  cent,  by  act  of  Parliament,  h 
in  1824,  no  assent  to  the  reduction  being  given  on  the  part  of  the  parish,  as  to 
this  sum,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Act,  the  principal  is  to  be  paid  off,  * 
It  has  been  recommended  to  the  parishioners,  to  take  immediate  steps  to  ascer- 
tain who  is  the  representative  of  the  surviving  trustee,  and  to  obtain  the  proper 
powers  from  him,  to  receive  the  money  and  re-invest  it. 

The  dividends,  when  received,  were  given  away  on  Christmas-day,  among  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Henley,  one  half  in  small  sums  of  money,  and  the  other 
half  in  sixpenny  loaves. 

Kempson’s  Charity. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  22d  October  1674,  between  Simon  Kempson,  of 
the  one  part ; and  Richard  Holmes,  and  eight  others,  described  as  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Henley  in  Arden,  of  the  other  part ; it  was 
witnessed  that  the  said  Simon,  in  consideration  that  the  freeholders  and  occu- 
piers of  the  lands  lying  within  the  common  fields  of  Henley,  had  consented 
and  agreed,  that  he  and  his  heirs  might,  from  thenceforth,  for  ever,  hold  and 
enjoy  inclosed,  and  in  severalty,  a close  or  piece  of  land,  of  him  the  said  Simon, 
called  Tenter  Close,  belonging  to  and  parcel  of  the  said  common  field,  granted 
and  confirmed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  one 
annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  10  5.  to  be  for  ever  issuing  out  of  the  said  close,  and 
also  out  of  a messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  garden,  orchard,  and  appurtenances 
to  the  same  belonging,  by  the  said  Simon  lately  purchased,  lying  in  Henley 
aforesaid,  and  extending  eastward  to  the  said  close,  called  Tenter  close,  but 
upon  special  trust,  to  apply  the  said  yearly  rent  from  time  to  time,  to  and  for 
^uch  purposes,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Henley  aforesaid,  as  the 

bailiff 
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bailiff  tliere,  and  the  major  part  of  the  trustees,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  should 
think  fit ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  seven  of  the  said  nine  trustees 
should  die,  the  two  survivors  should,  at  the  request  of  the  bailiff  of  the  said 
town  of  Henley,  grant  and  assign  over  the  said  yearly  rent  to  nine  other  frce- 
holilers,  or  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  same  town,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the 
trusts  before  declared. 

This  rent-charge  is  also  comprised  in  the  trust  deed  of  1813. 

The  payment  is  now  made  by  Robert  Kniglit,  esq.,  of  Barrells  House,  the 
present  proprietor  of  the  Tenter  close.  The  sum  is  carried  to  the  chapel- 
warden’s  general  account,  and  applied  towards  the  repairs  of  the  chapel. 


Foulke  Bellers’s  Charity. 

In  the  chapel  chest  at  Henley,  is  a decree  of  the  commissioners  of  charitable 
uses,  given  at  Worcester,  the  l6th  January  1695,  stating,  that  complaint  had 
been  made  by  the  officers  and  parishioners  of  Henley  in  Arden,  that  the  yearly 
sum  of  125.,  given  to  10  poor  widows  of  Henley  aforesaid,  by  the  last  will  of 
Foulke  Belters,  (which  from  the  petition,  appears  to  have  been  dated  the  15th 
September  1633),  payable  out  of  several  houses  and  lands  in  Evesham,  then  in 
the  possession  of  Mrs.  Ruthorne  and  others,  and  which  by  his  said  will  (as 
appears  from  the  said  petition)  he  devised  to  his  nephew,  Foulke  Bellers,  upon 
condition  that  he  should  pay  the  said  sum,  upon  Christmas  eve,  to  the  minister, 
constable,  and  churchwardens  of  Henley;  whereupon  it  was  decreed  by  the  said 
commissioners,  that  the  arrears  of  the  said  yearly  sum,  being  in  the  whole  12/., 
should  be  paid  to  the  minister,  constable  and  churchwardens  of  Henley,  for  the 
uses  mentioned  in  the  said  will,  by  the  then  owners  of  the  then  hoirses  andlands, 
and  that  the  said  owners  should  make  application  to  Dr.  Jephcot,  to  settle 
their  quotas,  as  well  for  the  arrears  as  for  the  payment  of  the  12  5.  for  the 
future. 

We  cannot  meet  with  any  account  of  the  payment  of  this  money,  and  we 
perceive  no  means  at  this  day  of  identifying  the  premises  subject  to  the 
charge. 

Nicholas  Smith’s  Charity. 

Another  paper  in  the  chapel  chest,  is  intitled  “ the  gift  of  Nicholas  Smith,  of 
Newington,  given  a.d.  1629,  to  the  borough  of  Henley,  to  remain  to  these 
uses,  10/.,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  bailiff's  and  churchwardens,  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  two  tradesmen  or  artificers,  at  their  discretion,  two  years, 
giving  sufficient  security,  and  paying  105.,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  every  Good 
Friday,  to  be  by  the  said  bailiffs  and  churchwarden.s,  at  their  discretion,  dealt 
among  the  poor  of  Henley.” 

No  trace  at  present  exists  of  this  money. 


Other  Lost  Charities. 

The  following  benefactions  are  mentioned  in  the  printed 
Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  III.: — 


Sarah  Allen,  by  will,  in  1 75'2,  to  the  poor  - - - - - 

Margaret  Preston  - 

John  llarbonie,  by  will,  in  1777,  for  books  to  the  charily  boys 
It  appears  that  these  sums  came  to  the  hands  of  a former 
became  insolvent,  and  they  were  consequently  lost. 


returns  under 


s.  d. 


£. 

6 - - 

4 - - 

5 - - 

high  bailiff',  who 


HAMLET  AND  CIIAI'ELRY  OF  ULLENHALL. 

Knight’s  Charity. 

John  Knight,  of  Barrells,  in  the  parish  of  Wootton,  gentleman,  by  his  will, 
dated  22d  August  I68I,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Ullenhall,  Henley  in 
Arden,  and  Rowington,  the  yearly  sum  of  50  5.,  for  ever,  to  be  issuing  and  paid 
out  of  his  close  in  Ullenhall,  called  Grimshaw’s  Hill,  free  of  all  taxes- and  pay- 
(Pients  whatsoever,  for  the  secure  payment  of  which  he  had  by  deed,  dated  the 
1st  day  of  May  I673,  granted  the  same  yearly  sum  of  50  5.  unto  George  Full- 
.W'ood,  gentleman,  and  other  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  for  the  better  performance 
of  that  his  last  wiil  and  testament ; and  his  will  was,  that  after  tiie  deceases  of 
all  his  trustees  in  the  said  deed  named,  saving  three,  those  three  surviving 
should  grant  and  assign  the  said  yearly  rent  unto  nine  other  honest  substantial 
persons,  inhabiting  within  the  said  several  townships  of  Ullenhall,  Henley  in 
Arden,  and  Rowington,  or  one  of  them,  (to  wit,  three  in  each  towmship,)  and 
Rep.  15.  4F  their 
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Ullenhall.  their  heirs,  in  trust,  for  the  performance  of  that  his  last  will  and  testament,  in 

; — . relation  to  the  same  yearly  rent ; and  he  did  thereby  declare  his  will  to  be,  that 

yearly  sum  of  50  5.  should  be  employed  for  ever,  in  manner  following, 

, ^ (that  is  to  say);  205,  thereof,  for  the  providing  of  two  gowns  of  frieze  or  other 

warm  cloth,  for  two  poor  w'omen,  to  be  inhabiting  in  Ullenhall,  yearly,  against 
Christmas,  and  other  205.  thereof,  for  the  providing  of  one  coat  and  one  gown 
for  a poor  man  and  a poor  woman,  to  be  inhabiting  in  Henley,  yearly,  against 
Christmas,  and  the  other  105.,  residue  thereof,  for  the  providing  of' one  such 
gown,  for  a poor  woman,  to  be  inhabiting  in  Rowington,  yearly,  for  ever,  against 
Christmas,  the  said  poor  people  to  be  such  as  should  be  most  indigent,  and  of 
good  fame  and  report,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time  nominated  by  the  owners  of 
liis  house  and  lands  at  Barrells,  so  long  as  it  should  please  God  the  same  should 
continue  in  any  of  his  posterity  or  relations  of  his  name  or  blood. 

The  estate  called  Barrells,  in  the  hamlet  of  Ullenhall,  now  the  property  of 
Robert  Knight,  esq.,  m.p.  comprises  a close,  called  Grimshaw’s  Hill,  containing 
about  12  acres ; and  we  learn,  from  the  testimony  of  an  old  inhabitant  of  the 
hamlet,  that  two  gowns  were  annually  given  by  the  preceding  owners  and 
occupiers  of  Barrells  to  two  poor  women  of  Ullenhall. 

Since  Mr.  Knight  came  into  possession  of  the  property,  clothing  has  been 
annually  distributed  to  the  poor  to  a considerable  amount,  but  none  has  been 
given  specifically  on  account  of  this  bequest,  to  the  poor  of  either  of  the  places 
entitled  thereto,  nor  was  Mr.  Knight  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  charity. 
Upon  our  communicating  to  him  an  extract  from  the  will  of  John  Knight,  and 
the  substance  of  the  evidence  we  had  collected,  he  admitted  his  liability  to  this 
rent-charge,  which  will  in  future  be  specifically  appropriated. 


Morteboys’s  Charity. 

Morteboys’s  It  is  recorded  upon  a benefaction  table,  in  the  chapel  of  Ullenhall,  that 
Charity.  William  Mortehoijs,  by  his  will,  dated  18th  January  1733,  gave  40  5.  a year 
for  ever,  out  of  certain  lands,  called  Barclays,  lying  in  the  liberty  of  Aspley, 
in  the  parish  of  Wootton  Wawen,  to  be  paid  yearly,  by  four  quarterly  pay- 
ments, to  the  chapelwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ullenhall,  in  trust,  to 
be  applied  to  the  teaching  of  six  children  of  the  poor  of  Ullenhall,  every  year, 
to  read. 

This  annuity  is  now  received  from  Mr.  John  Whitehead,  the  owner  of  the 
premises  charged,  being  a close  of  about  five  or  six  acres.  It  is  paid  to  a school- 
master, for  teaching  six  poor  children  of  Ullenhall,  to  read  and  write.  I'he 
schoolmaster  keeps  a day  school,  at  which  20  or  30  other  children  are  taught. 
The  six  children  sent  from  this  charity,  are  for  the  most  part,  chosen  by  the 
chapelwardens,  as  vacancies  occur, 


Barbara  Ingram’s  Charity. 

Barbara  Ingram’s  The  same  benefaction  table  records,  that  Barbara  Ingram,  by  her  will,  dated 
Charity.  4th  July  1698,  gave  65.  a year,  to  be  distributed  in  bread,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day, 
to  the  poor  of  Ullenhall,  at  the  discretion  of  the  chapelwardens  or  overseers 
of  the  poor,  issuing  out  of  a tenement  in  Ullenhall,  called  the  Perry  Mill 
House. 

This  annuity  of  65.  is  duly  received  from  the  tenant  of  the  house,  still 
called  Perry  Mill  House,  which  is  now  the  property  of  Robert  Knight,  esq. 

This  money  is  distributed  at  Christmas,  with  the  addition  of  other  monies 
supplied  by  the  private  charity  of  the  inhabitants,  to  the  amount  in  the  whole 
of  8/.  or  9/.  The  distribution  is  made  in  small  sums  of  money,  according  to 
the  necessities  of  the  respective  families  of  the  hamlet. 

Brittain’s  Charity. 

Britiiiii.’s  Charily.  Francis  Brittain,  of  Ullenhall,  by  his  will,  dated  21st  August  177'I'5  devised 
his  messuage  and  orchard,  with  the  appurtenances  and  all  outbuildings,  and  the 
little  close  and  garden,  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Boot,  situate  in  Henley  in 
Arden,  to  his  wife  for  life,  and  after  her  decease,  to  his  nephew  William  Man- 
ning, his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of 
Si.  to  John  Sanders,  of  Henley  in  Arden,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  to 
dispose  of  the  same,  in  buying  six  gowns,  to  be  by  him  or  them  given  to  six 
poor  women  of  the  hamlet  of  Ullenhall,  yearly. 

The  premises  subject  to  this  charge,  are  now  the  property  of  Samuel  Koitt, 
who  recently  purchased  them  from  the  late  proprietor,  Mr.  Francis  Holmes. 

Tiie 
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The  rent-charge  has  been  hitherto  duly  paid,  and,  with  the  exception  presently 
mentioned,  has  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  gowns,  to  which  have  latterly 
been  added  petticoats,  the  money  admitting  of  that  addition.  One  gown  and 
one  petticoat  is  given  to  each  of  six  poor  women  of  the  hamlet,  who  are 
chosen  by  the  chapelwardens,  the  most  necessitous  being  preferred. 

The  persons  are  changed  every  year,  and  the  charity  may  be  considered  as 
coming  round  to  those  previously  relieved  in  about  four  years. 

It  was  alleged,  that  for  three  or  four  years,  the  late  chapelwarden,  Mr.  John 
Tarleton,  had  omitted  to  apply  the  money.  Mr.  Tarleton,  on  being  examined 
by  us  as  to  this,  stated  that  he  was  unable  to  produce  his  books,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  his  son,  who  had  the  custody  of  them  ; but  he  declared  upon 
oath,  that  he  had  applied  all  that  he  ever  received  of  the  annuity,  except  the 
last  year’s  payment,  which  he  retained  to  reimburse  himself  for  the  property-tax, 
which  had  been  deducted  from  the  rent-charge  for  several  years;  notwithstanding 
that  deduction  he  had  disbursed  the  full  amount  of  the  rent,  expecting  to 
have  obtained  a return  of  the  tax,  but  in  which  he  did  not  succeed. 


Brittain’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Chapel  Lands. 

From  the  recitals  of  the  latest  trust  deed  relating  to  this  property,  it  appears.  Chapel  Lands, 
that  by  virtue  of  an  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  30th  December,  3 f Charles  II, 

(1683),  made  between  Thomas  Morris,  of  Wootton  Wawen,  and  Robert  Mander, 
of  UHenhall,  of  the  first  part ; and  Andrew  Archer,  of  Tanworth,  esquire,  and 
eight  others,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  stood  seised 
in  fee  of  a messuage  or  tenement  in  UHenhall,  with  a close  of  pasture  thereto 
belonging  and  adjoining;  of  another  messuage  or  tenement,  and  a close  thereto 
adjoining,  lying  in  UHenhall ; of  another  messuage  or  tenement  in  UHenhall, 
and  a piece  of  ground  thereto  adjoining,  called  the  Chapel  Yard,  with  a close 
thereto  belonging;  of  another  messuage  or  tenement,  to  the  last-mentioned 
messuage  adjoining,  and  the  garden  thereto  belonging ; of  another  cottage  or 
tenement  in  UHenhall  ; and  of  another  cottage  in  UHenhall,  with  a close,  and 
two  little  gardens  thereto  belonging,  in  the  several  tenures  of  the  persons 
therein  mentioned,  upon  trust,  that  they  the  feoffees,  with  all  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises,  should  yearly  repair  the  chapel  of  UHenhall ; and 
furthermore,  should  succour,  ease  and  relieve  the  inhabitants  of  UHenhall  for 
the  time  being,  as  well  in  discharge  of  payments  and  contributions  of  levies, 
wars,  musters,  and  other  common  charges,  wherewith  the  said  town  or  inhabitants 
of  UHenhall  aforesaid  should  or  might  be  charged,  as  in  the  maintenance  and 
repairing  such  bridges  and  highways,  as  then  were  or  should  be  thereafter 
erected  or  made  within  the  said  town  of  UHenhall  : And  it  was  provided  by  tlie 
said  indenture,  that  when  six  of  the  feoffees  should  be  dead,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  chiefest  and  most  substantial  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of 
UHenhall,  with  the  consent  of  the  surviving  feoffees,  to  choose  nine  other 
persons  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  UHenhall,  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  feoffees  in  trust,  to  stand  seised  of  the  premises,  to  the  uses  and  purposes 
aforesaid. 

By  the  trust  deed  first  above  alluded  to,  being  an  indenture  of  feoffment, 
bearing  date  the  26th  of  April  1802,  and  made  between  Robert  Knight,  of 
Barren’s  House,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  esquire,  John  Tarlton,  in  the  parish 
of  Wootton  Wawen,  Richard  Burman,  of  Botley,  in  the  said  county,  William 
Godwin  and  Thomas  Griffin,  both  of  Uileqhall,  of  the  first  part ; and  Henry 
Raleigh,  knight,  major  of  the  2d  regiment  of  foot,  (only  brother  and  heir 
apparent  of  the  said  Robert  Knight),  Thomas  Burman,  of  Henley-in-Arden, 
surgeon,  John  Burman,  of  Tanworth,  esquire,  Henry  Smith,  of  Snitterfield, 

John  Tarlton,  of  Botley,  Benjamin  Applebee,  of  UHenhall,  Thomas  Payton, 
of  UHenhall,  John  Burman,  (son  of  the  said  Richard  Burman),  and  Thomas 
Burman,  (son  of  the  said  Thomas  Burman),  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  hamlet  of  UHenhall  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part ; after  reciting  the 
deed  of  1683,  to  the  foregoing  purport,  and  also  two  subsequent  trust  deeds, 
respectively  bearing  date  the  6th  February  1739,  and  the  6th  May  ; and 
further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Griffin,  from  mental  imbecility,  had  for 
some  time  ceased  to  act  in  the  aforesaid  trusts,  and  the  said  William  Godwin 
had  declined  acting  in  the  further  execution  thereof,  and  therefore  the  other 
three  feoffees,  parties  of  the  first  part,  (by  and  with  the  consent,  direction  and 
appointment  of  the  chiefest  and  most  substantial  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 

Rep.  15.  4F2  UHenhall), 
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Ullenhall),  had  chosen  tiie  said  parties  of  the  second  part  to  be  new  feoffees,. 
Clia  1 I .in  1 stand  seised  of  the  premises,  to  the  several  uses  after  mentioned  ; It  was 

witnessed,  that  the  said  Robert  Knight,  and  others,  of  the  first  part,  granted, 
enfeoffed  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Henry  Raleigh  Knight,  and  others  of  the 
second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  premises  comprised  in  the  said  recited 
indentures ; to  hokl  the  same  to  the  use  of  the  said  Robert  Knight,  John 
Tarlton  and  Richard  Burman,  and  of  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  u})on 
similar  trusts  with  those  declared  in  the  said  above  recited  indenture  of  1683, 
adding  thereto,  “ that  the  said  payments,  charges  and  contributions  should  be 
paid,  in  such  a reasonable  manner  as  should  yearly,  from  time  to  time,  be  agreed 
upon,  and  thought  meet  by  the  most  and  greatest  part  of  the  feoffees.” 

This  trust  deed  also  contains  a clause  for  the  renewal  of  trustees,  from  time 
to  time,  when  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  new  trustees  to  be 
elected  and  chosen  by  the  chiefest  and  substantial  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  hamlet  of  Ullenhall,  with  the  consent  of  the  surviving  feoffees, 
and  the  number  so  appointed  to  be  six  at  the  least,  so  that  there  should  be  at 
all  future  times  at  least  nine  acting  feoffees  ; and  that  after  such  election  of 
feoffees,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ullenhall  aforesaid,  the  surviving  feoffees,  at  the 
reasonable  request,  costs  and  charges  in  law  of  the  said  inhabitants,  or  the  most  and 
chiefest  part  of  them,  should  by  sufficient  assurances  in  law,  convey  the  premises 
to  the  newly  chosen  feoffees,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  with  such 
covenants,  conditions  and  agreements  therein  contained,  as  should  be  thought 
requisite  by  the  chiefest  part  of  the  said  inhabitants,  for  the  time  being. 

It  is  also  provided,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  feoffees,  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  to  convey,  employ  or  convert  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
any  other  use  or  purpose,  than  to  the  purposes  in  the  said  indenture  before- 
mentioned,  without  the  consent  of  the  most  and  chiefest  part  of  the  said 
inhabitants  of  Ullenhall,  first  had  and  obtained. 

And  it  is  further  covenanted,  that  two  of  the  feoffees  shall  yearly,  on  Saint 
Mark’s  day,  be  appointed  by  the  major  part  of  the  co-feoffees,  collectors  and 
keepers  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  to  the  uses  and  purposes 
aforesaid ; and  shall  do  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
and  about  the  same,  for  one  whole  year  next  following;  and  that  on  every 
St.  Mark’s  day,  the  collectors  for  the  preceding  year  shall  render  an  account 
of  their  receipts  and  disbursements  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ullenhall, 
and  of  the  residue  of  the  feoffees,  as  shall  be  then  present  in  the  chapel  of 
Ullenhall. 


The  following  is  the  present  state  of  the  premises  conveyed  by  the  aforesaid 
deed,  which  are  all  in  the  hamlet  of  Ullenhall : — 


About  1 o acres,  in  the  occupation  of  George  Harrison,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 
annual  rent  of 

About  two  acres,  held  by  William  Bristow,  as  ditto,  at  _ - _ . 

About  two  acres,  held  by  Thomas  Reader,  as  ditto,  at  - 

A cottage,  held  by  William  Cooper,  as  ditto,  at 

A ditto,  by  Edward  Seeley,  at  - - - - - - - - 

A ditto,  by  Jacob  Taylor,  at  - --  --  --  -- 

A ditto,  by  widow  Court,  at  - --  --  --  -- 

A ditto,  by  Samuel  Edkins,  at  - --  --  --  -- 

A ditto,  by  Joseph  Biddle,  at  - --  --  --  -- 

A ditto,  by  widow  Howes,  at  - --  --  --  -- 

The  last  under  a building  lease  for  gg  years,  whereof  about  40  are  expired. 
Two  ditto,  held  by  the  overseers  of  Ullenhall,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  1 /.  10  s.  each 

£. 


s. 

d. 

18 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

a 

10 

- 

1 

10 

- 

1 

10 

- 

1 

10 

- 

1 

10 

- 

— 

5 

— 

3 

- 

- 

44 

15 

- 

These  rents  are  carried  to  an  account,  from  which  the  expenses  of  repairing 
the  chapel  and  other  public  works  of  the  town,  viz.  the  roads,  and  other  such 
charges,  are  defrayed.  There  is  also  paid  an  annual  sum  of  2/.  for  schooling 
six  poor  children  of  the  hamlet,  who  are  instructed  to  read,  in  addition  to  the 
six  from  Morteboys’s  charity. 

There  is  an  annual  meeting  on  St.  Mark’s  day,  or  the  day  following,  when 
the  rents  are  received,  and  are  paid  over,  according  to  the  approbation  of  the 
vestry  attending,  in  the  proportions  thought  meet,  for  the  respective  purpose.^ 
specified  by  the  trust  deed.  At  the  same  time  one  of  the  feoffees  is  constituted 

collector. 
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collector,  or  as  it  is  called,  Town  Reeve,  for  the  year  ensuing,  for  M’hich  he  rilenthli. 

receives  a salary  of  10  5.  

The  account  book  was  produced,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  accounts  ^ *'/**^’ 

are  annually  balanced  and  audited.  v ' ^ 


HUNDRED  OF  KINGTON. 

PARISH  OF  CHARLCOTE. 

The  Grammar  School  at  Hampton  Lucy. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  grammar-school  c iiaiicote 
founded  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hill,  at  Hampton  Lucy,  the  particulars  of  which  

have  been  given  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  that  parish,  O"' 

Grammar  iSctiool  at 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Lucy’s  Charity.  Hampton  Lucy. 

The  Rev.  William  Lticy,  d.  d.,  by  will,  dated  the  28th  January  1?23,  gave  The  Rev. 
to  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of  Charlcote,  Hunscott,  and  Hampton  Lucy,  the  Dr.  Lucy’s  Charity, 
yearly  sum  of  10/.  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  manors,  and  to  be  distributed  by 
his  heir  or  trustees,  every  Christmas,  to  such  poor  housekeepers  as  should  not 
constantly  receive  weekly  or  monthly  pay  of  the  said  parishes. 

This  rent-charge  has  been  divided  in  equal  moieties  between  the  parishes  of 
Charlcote  and  Hampton  I.ucy,  to  which  latter  parish  Hunscott  is  a hamlet. 

The  whole  is  duly  paid  by  George  Lucy,  esquire,  the  present  proprietor  of  the 
manors  of  Charlcote,  Hunscott,  and  Hampton  Lucy,  and  the  moiety  appropriated 
to  the  parish  of  Charlcote  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas  day,  at  the  church,  to 
such  of  the  poor  as  attend  there  for  the  purpose,  regard  being  had  in  the  sums 
given  to  the  size  of  their  respective  families. 

The  Rev.  John  Lucy’s  Charity. 

The  Rev.  John  Lucy^  by  will,  dated  the  2d  July  1821,  gave  to  the  trustees,  -fhe  Rev  John 
for  the  time  being,  of  the  charity  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Lucy,  the  sum  of  51.  Lucy’s  Chat ity. 
annually,  for  ever,  to  be  given  and  distributed  by  them,  with  the  like  sum, 
left  by  the  said  Dr.  Lucy,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Charlcote,  on  St. 

Thomas’s  day,  in  every  year  ; and  after  giving  certain  other  legacies,  he  be- 
queathed to  his  son,  George  Lucy,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
all  the  rest  and  residue  of  his  personal  estate  and  effects,  he  and  they  paying  his 
debts  and  funeral  expenses,  and  the  several  legacies  or  sums  of  money  by  him, 
the  said  testator,  before  bequeathed  j and  he  appointed  the  said  George  Lucy 
executor  of  his  said  will. 

This  5 1.  a-year  is  paid  by  George  Lucy,  esquire,  and  is  distributed  at  the 
same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  Dr.  Lucy’s  charity,  above  mentioned. 


PARISH  OF  EATINGTON. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Underhill’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Underhill,  of  Loxley,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  spinster,  by  F.atmgton. 
her  will,  dated  the  22d  day  of  December  1780,  and  proved  in  the  Consistory  Mrs  Mar-aret 
Court  of  Worcester,  the  18th  March  1784,  by  Sarah  Canning,  the  sole  executrix,  UnderlnirsCliariiv. 
bequeathed  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  Eatington,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever, 
the  sum  of  100/.,  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest,  on  real  or  govern- 
ment securities,  and  to  pay  and  distribute  the  interest  and  proceeds  thereof, 
yearly,  unto  and  amongst  such  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Eating- 
ton aforesaid,  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  think  proper  objects 
of  charity. 

This  100/.  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles  Hunt,  of  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  solicitor,  who  kept  a bank  there,  and  he  gave  a note  of  hand  for  the 
money,  and  for  some  years  paid  the  interest,  but  he  afterwards  became  bank- 
rupt, and  the  money  was  thereby  lost.  It  is  stated,  that  a dividend  of  4c/.  in 
the  pound  was  declared  on  his  estate,  but  that  this  debt  was  never  proved 
under  the  commission. 

It  does  not  appear  by  whom  this  money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 

Hunt ; it  seems  to  have  been  an  improper  disposition  of  it,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  express  direction  of  the  donor,  that  it  should  be  put  out  on  real  or 
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Eutington.  government  securities ; and  unless  it  was  placed  in  Mr.  Hunt’s  hands  for 

“ — the  purpose  of  being  so  invested,  or  in  consequence  of  a resolution  of  the 

Ur!de?hill^sQ^^^  parishioners,  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  parties  thus  disposing  of  the  money,  if 

continued.  ' they  could  be  ascertained,  would  be  liable  to  the  parish  for  the  loss  sustained 
' — ^ ^ through  their  improvidence. 

Allotment  for  Fuel. 

Allotment  for  Fuel.  By  the  Act  foi’  inclosing  the  open  and  common  fields  in  the  hamlets  of 
Upper  Eatington  and  Fulready,  in  the  parish  of  Lower  Eatington,  passed  in 
1795,  it  was  directed,  that  “ Four  acres  of  furze  or  heath  ground,  in  the  com- 
mon  field  in  Upper  Eatington,  called  Black  Martin,  should  be  allotted  to  the 
vicar,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  their  successors,  in  trust, 
to  appropriate  the  same  to  the  raising  furze  or  other  fuel,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  such  necessitous,  industrious  and  honest  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  hamlet 
of  Upper  Eatington,  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  said  vicar,  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  direct  or  apjjoint.” 

Four  acres  of  land,  in  the  field  called  Black  Martin,  were  accordingly  set  out 
by  the  commissioners’  award,  in  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Act.  These  are 
let  to  Mr.  John  Whitehead,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
5/.,  which  appeass  to  be  their  full  value. 

It  has  been  usual  to  give  this  money  away  to  the  poor,  in  sums  of  Q,s.  6d. 
and  under,  according  to  the  number  in  family.  It  was  lecommended  to  the 
parish  officers,  that  the  distribution  should  be  made,  in  future,  in  coals,  and 
not  in  money,  to  which  they  assented. 

Donor  unknown. 

Donor  unknown.  Two  sums  of  155.  and  5s.  are  received  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  tlie  first 
from  Messrs.  William  and  George  Horneblow,in  respect  of  an  estate  belonging  to 
them  in  Eatington,  the  last  from  the  trustee  of  Mr.  William  Bacon,  the  propri- 
etor of  lands  in  Eatington,  who  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  was  a minor.  It 
is  not  known  from  what  donor  these  payments  were  derived.  We  find  in  the 
returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  in  17^6,  mention  made  of  a rent-charge  of  1 of 
which  the  donor  is  there  stated  to  be  unknown,  as  well  as  the  date  of  the  gift, 
and  which  was  then  vested  in  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers.  It  is 
probable,  that  this  may  comprise  the  two  sums  above  mentioned.  Tliese  have 
been  usually  given  away  in  small  sums  of  money,  but  will  in  future,  be  laid  out 
in  coals,  with  the  rent  of  the  fuel  allotment. 

Mrs.  Roberts’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Roberts’S  Sarah  Roberts,  of  Upper  Eatington,  widow,  by  will,  dated  23d  May  I8O7,  andH 
Charity.  proved  ill  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  in  1810,  bequeathed  to  Thomas® 
Parsons,  Samuel  Huckvale,  William  Lyne,  Thomas  Truby,  William  Slatter,® 
Thomas  Baylis,  and  William  Broughton,  or  to  the  survivors- or  survivor  of  them,®] 
and  such  other  trustees  as  should  thereafter  be  appointed,  the  sum  of  450^.,  to 
be  paid  them  within  six  months  next  after  her  decease,  upon  trust,  that  they  or 
the  survivors  of  them,  should  invest  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  stocks  and 
funds,  in  the  names  of  four  of  them,  the  said  trustees,  and  should  apply  the  whole 
of  the  interest,  dividends  and  produce  thereof,  as  the  same  should  be  received, 
after  deducting  the  reasonable  expenses  attending  the  same,  for  and  towards 
the  better  support  and  maintenance  of  the  minister  or  pastor,  for  the  time  being, 
of  the  church  and  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters,  meeting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  divine  worship,  in  the  meeting-house  erected  by  her  late  husband  at 
Eatington,  aforesaid  ; provided  always,  that  in  case  the  said  church  and  congre- 
gation should  be  dissolved  or  broken  up  at  any  time  or  times  thereafter,  that 
then  the  interest,  dividends  and  produce  aforesaid,  should  be  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  minister  or  pastor  of  any  future  church  or  congregation,  who  should 
assemble  at  the  meeting-house  aforesaid,  and  in  the  mean  while  the  same  inte- 
rest, dividends  and  produce  should  be  invested  by  the  said  trustees,  in  the  names 
of  four  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  in  government  securities,  and  should  be  made  an 
additional  fund,  for  the  support  of  the  minister  or  pastor  who  should  succeed  to  the 
meeting-house,  aforesaid  ; provided,  that  when  and  so  soon  as  the  said  trustees 
should  by  death  or  otherwise,  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  three,  then  sucli 
three  trustees,  or  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  should  thereupon  forthwith 
elect  so  many  and  such  other  fit  and  proper  persons,  being  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters, of  good  credit  and  reputation,  to  be  trustees,  together  with  the  remaining 

trustees 
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trustees  or  trustee,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  should  make  up  the  number  of  Eatington. 

trustees  seven,  and  that  thereupon  the  remaining  trustees  should  assign,  transfer  

and  make  over  all  the  said  estate,  monies  and  premises,  so  that  the  same  should 

i>e  legally  vested  in  the  said  then  remaining  trustees  or  trustee,  and  such  new  continued. 

trustees  to  be  elected,  as  aforesaid,  upon  the  trusts  before  mentioned,  and  so  ' ■ 

I from  lime  to  time.  Also,  she  bequeathed,  in  like  manner,  to  the  said  Thomas 
Parsons,  &c.  the  sum  of  200/.  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  purchase  of 
stock  in  government  stocks  and  funds,  in  the  names  of  four  of  them,  and  to  pay 
I and  dispose  of  one  moiety  of  the  residue  of  the  said  interest,  dividends  and  pro- 
duce, unto  the  person  to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time,  for  teaching  and  in^ 
structingthe  children  of  the  Sunday  school,  under  the  patronage  and  care  of  the 
minister,  church  and  congregation  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  meeting-house 
at  Eatington  aforesaid,  and  to  apply  the  remaining  moiety  or  half-part  of  the 
said  residue  of  the  said  interest,  dividends  and  produce,  in  defraying  the  expenses 
of  providing  two  dinners  annually  for  the  said  children,  one  at  Midsummer  and 
the  other  at  Christmas,  for  gratuities  for  the  children,  firing  for  the  school-room, 
and  candles  for  the  said  meeting-house,  with  a like  provision  for  the  renewal  of 
trustees.  She  also  bequeathed,  in  like  manner,  to  the  said  Thomas  Parsons, 

&c.  the  sum  of  100/.  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  in 
the  government  stocks  and  funds,  in  the  names  of  four  of  them,  the  said  trus- 
tees, and  to  pay  the  residue  of  such  interest,  dividends  and  produce,  unto  the 
minister  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  meeting-house  at  Eatington,  to  by  him 
applied  and  disposed  of  yearly,  for  ever,  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner,  and 
to  such  poor  persons  who  should  be  inhabitants  of  Eatington  aforesaid,  as  he 
in  his  judgment  and  discretion  should  think  fit;  and  if  at  any  time  there  should 
not  be  any  such  minister  of  the  said  meeting-house,  then,  that  her  said  trustees 
should  until  there  should  be  a minister  for  that  purpose,  distribute  the  same  in 
the  manner  and  to  the  objects  thereinbefore  directed,  with  a like  provision  for 
the  renewal  of  trustees. 

By  a codicil,  dated  July  24th,  1810,  she  directs,  that  instead  of  two  dinners 
in  the  year,  for  the  Sunday  school,  there  should  be  but  one  dinner  in  the  year, 
and  that  at  Christmas,  and  gives  the  remainder  of  the  money  [/.  e.  the  interest 
of  the  200/.]  for  books  for  the  school,  firing  in  the  winter,  and  candles  for 
the  chapel. 

The  sums  received  for  these  legacies,  after  deducting  the  legacy  duty,  were ; 


For  the  minister 
For  the  Sunday  school 
For  the  poor 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

£.  s.  d. 

405  - -- 

180  - - 
90  - - 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

f. 

675  - - 

This  sum,  after  deducting  1 /.  125.  6d.  for  expenses,  was  invested  on  lyth 
January  1811,  in  the  purchase  of  079/.  O5.  4d.  navy  .5  per  cents,  in  the  names 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Huckvale,  of  Over  Norton,  Thomas  Parsons,  of  Chipping  Norton, 
and  two  other  of  the  trustees. 

This  stock  is  now  reduced  to  713/.  5s.  'Jd.  new  4 per  cents,  the  dividends 
upon  which,  amounting  to  28/.  IO5.  per  annum,  are  paid  over  by  the  trustees,  to 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Cook,  the  minister  of  the  dissenting  congregation  at  Eatington. 
Of  this  he  retains  9-15ths  for  himself,  4-15ths  he  pays  to  the  Sunday  school, 
and  2-15ths  he  distributes  in  bread  to  the  poor. 

Of  the  money  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Sunday  school,  one-half  is 
paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  rest  is  applied  in  providing  a dinner  for  the 
children  of  the  school,  on  Christmas-day,  and  in  supplying  coals  and  candles, 
Ibi  the  school  and  meeting. 

There  are  now  about  50  children  in  the  school.  It  is  not  confined  to  the 
children  of  the  parish,  but  any  others  who  chuse  to  come  are  admitted.  Such 
as  remain  in  the  school  two  years,  and  maintain  a good  character,  and  leave  it  to 
go  to  service,  are  supplied  with  a Bible,  the  cost  of  which  is  provided  by  an 
annual  collection. 

The  bread  is  given  away  at  one  distribution,  generally  in  January  or  February. 
It  is  given  in  sixpenny  loaves,  and  is  not  confined  to  the  poor  who  attend  the 
meeting;  all  the  poor  parishioners  partake  of  it  as  far  as  the  money  will  go, 
some  receiving  one,  others  two  loaves,  according  to  the  number  in  family. 
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PARISH  OF  LAPWORTH. 


Combined  Charities. 


Lapworth. 


CoinbinedC'iMi  itics.-, 
^ / 


A tablet  in  the  church  of  Lapworth  records  the  following  benefactions  to  that 

parish;  viz.: — 

1440. — George  Ashby,  sen.  gave  lands  for  the  maintenance  of  this  church. 

1479. — John  Hill,  rector  of  this  parish,  purchased  of  Thomas  Pratt,  lands  and  tenement?, 
lying  and  being  in  Lapworth,  Nuthurst,  and  Beaudesert,  for  the  maintenance  of  this 
church. 

1454.”  JJenor  Ford,  widow,  gave  two  closes  and  a meadow  (called  the  Ford  Fields)  to  this 
church. 

1511. — Thomas  Underwood  and  Catherine  his  wife  gave  lands  to  the  church  poor  and 
highways. 

1527. — Roger  Sly  gave  a cottage  and  lands  to  the  poor  and  highways. 

1568. — John  Collett,  of  Nuthurst,  gave  a close  for  the  relief,  either  of  the  poorer  repair  of  the 
highways  and  churches  of  Lapworth  and  Nuthurst. 

1,570. — John  Mountford  gave  three  messuages  and  a close  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

1599. — Richard  Thorneal,  of  Shrewley,  gave  five  shillings  a year  to  the  poor  of  this  parish, 
and  the  like  to  the  parish  of  Rowington. 

1701. — Isaac  Morteboi/s,  of  Nuthurst,  gave  five  shillings  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish. 

1729. — Humphry  Shakespear  gave  twenty  shillings  per  annum  for  the  poor  of  this  parish, 
and  the  like  to  the  poor  of  Rowington. 


Tbe  deeds  or  instruments  by  which  these  respective  benefactions  were  made 
(with  the  exception  of  Collett’s),  are  not  now  found  among  the  parish  documents, 
but  there  are  various  parcels  of  property,  applicable  to  charitable  uses  in  the 
parish,  which  have  been  respectively  conveyed  from  time  to  time  to  new  trustees, 
by  one  common  trust  deed,  and  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  other  evidence  of 
their  origin,  there  is  no  ground  for  attributing  to  other  sources  than  those 
respectively  indicated  by  the  benefaction  table. 

■ The  earliest  trust  deed  now  extant,  is  a deed  poll,’ dated  1st  December, 
6th  Elizabeth,  w'hereby  William  Ashby,  of  Lapworth,  yeoman,  granted  and 
enfeoffed  to  Humphry  Gower,  and  21  others,  all  that  messuage  or  tenement, 
w'ith  the  garden  adjoining,  and  five  closes  of  land,  called  by  the  several  names, 
one  of  Inyte  Land,  another  of  Home  Close,  two  of  Cold  Rudding,  and  the  fifth 
of  Gostie  Close,  all  lying  in  Lapworth  ; and  also  two  other  closes  of  land,  called 
Forden,  and  one  meadow  lying  in  Nuthurst,  and  extending  in  length  to  the  king’s 
highway,  leading  between  the  town  ofStratford-upon-Avon  and  Birmingham  : He 
further  granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  same  persons,  all  that  messuage  or  tenement, 
with  garden,  orchard  and  close  adjoining,  and  three  other  closes  of  land,  and  two 
meadows,  with  three  acres  of  land,  lying  in  the  common  field,  called  Church  Field, 
to  the  said  messuage  or  tenement  belonging  or  appertaining,  of  which  several 
closes  and  meadows  the  one  was  called  Tappesford,  another  Saint  Mary  Grove, 
another  Palmer’s,  another  Tappesford  Meadow,  and  another  Thatham’s,  all  lying 
in  Lapw’orth  ; also,  another  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  garden  and  orchard 
adjoining,  with  two  closes  and  a meadow  lying  in  Lapworth,  and  adjoining  the 
king’s  highway  there,  leading  between  Warwick  and  Birmingham  ; and  another 
close,  lying  in  Lapworth,  called  Piddock  ; all  which  premises,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, he  the  said  William  Ashby,  together  with  divers  other  persons,  since 
deceased,  had,  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  of  the  gift  and  grant  of  Anthony 
Brome,  gentleman,  deceased,  as  by  the  deed  thereof  made  to  him  and  the  said 
other  persons  deceased,  by  the  said  Anthony  Brome,  would  more  fully  appear; 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises  to  them  the  said  Humphry  Gow'er,  and  the 
rest  of  the  grantees,  before  mentioned,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  to  their 
own  proper  use  and  behoof,  in  hope  and  confidence,  nevertheless,  that  they  and 
their  heirs,  should  forever  pay  and  dispose  of  all  the  rents  and  profits  annually 
forever,  about  the  reparation  and  support  of  the  pan'sh  church  of  Lapworth 
aforesaid,  and  the  reparation  of  the  roads  in  the  said  parish;  also,  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  and  other  pious  uses,  according  to  their 
discretion. 

The  next  deed  in  order  of  time,  is  that  by  which  Collett’s  benefaction  was 
made ; and  which  is  a deed  poll  in  Latin,  dated  9th  October,  10th  Elizabeth, 
whereby  John  Collett,  of  Nuthurst,  yeoman,  for  divers  good  causes  and  con- 
siderations, granted,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  to  John  Smith,  and  17  others,  all 
that  his  close  or  croft  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  lying  in  Nuthurst, 
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in  the  county  of  Warwick,  between  a parcel  of  land  there,  called  Lynthurst,  Lapworth. 

on  the  west,  and  a close,  called  Middle  Field,  on  the  north,  and  a close  . 

of  land,  with  a house  built  thereon,  called  Pratt’s  Land,  in  which  he  the  said 

John  was  then  living,  on  the  east,  and  a close  of  land,  called  Sandy  Croft,  on  ^ 

the  south ; to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  in  the  hope  and 

confidence  that  they,  with  the  rents  and  issues  of  the  premises  would,  from 

time  to  time,  fulfil  the  intentions  specified  in  a certain  schedule  to  that  deed 

annexed. 

The  schedule  referred  to  was  in  English,  and  declared  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  feoffment  to  be,  that  the  said  feoffees  should  stand  seised,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  for  ever,  of  the  premises  thereby  enfeoffed  ; provided  always,  that  the 
issues  and  profits  thereof  should,  for  ever,  be  yearly  levied  and  taken  by  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  church  of  Lapworth,  and  their  successors,  for 
the  time  being;  and  so  being  by  them  levied,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  con- 
verted and  employed  to  the  behoof,  sustentation  and  relief  of  the  poor  people 
and  needy  inhabitants  of  Lapworth  aforesaid,  and  the  other  moiety  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  churchwardens  of  Nuthurst,  and  their  successors,  for  the  time  being, 
to  be  given  and  employed  in  like  manner,  to  the  behoof,  sustenation  and  relief 
of  the  poor  people  and  needy  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Nuthurst  aforesaid  ; 
the  gift,  disposition  and  distribution  of  the  value  of  the  same  rents  and  other 
profits,  coming  and  growing  of  the  premises  as  aforesaid,  to  be  made,  divided, 
dealt  and  given  by  the  said  churchwardens,  and  their  successors,  amongst  the 
said  poor  people,  yearly,  on  Good  Friday  ; or  else  to  convert  and  employ  the 
rents  and  profits  aforesaid,  towards  the  reparations  and  maintenance  of  the 
churches  of  Lapworth  and  Nuthurst  aforesaid  ; or  else  towards  the  repairing  and 
amending  of  the  common  highways  within  the  said  parishes,  according  to  the 
discretion  and  appointment  of  both  the  said  churchwardens  and  their  successors, 
for  the  time  being.  Moreover,  the  will  and  desire  of  the  said  John  Collett  was, 
that  when  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  out  of  this  world  all  the  said 
feoffees,  except  four  persons,  then  the  said  persons  so  over-living  their  co-feoffees 
should,  within  one  half  year  next  after  the  decease  of  the  over-liver  of  those 
deceased,  by  their  deed  sufficient  in  the  law,  with  a like  schedule  to  the  same  to 
be  annexed,  enfeoff  as  many  other  persons,  or  12  at  least,  parishioners  of 
Lapworth,  or  others,  to  the  said  purposes  and  intents  as  in  that  feoffment 
I contained. 

: From  this  period,  a considerable  chasm  takes  place  in  the  series  of  trust  deeds ; 

the  next  produced  being  an  indenture,  dated  31st  August  1652,  between 
I William  Ingram  and  John  Smith,  of  the  one  part ; and  Benjamin  Lovell,  and 
I nine  others,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Lapworth,  of  the  other 
part;  whereby  it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  William  and  John,  for  divers 
good  causes  them  thereunto  moving,  thereby  granted  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  all  that  messuage  or  tenement, 
with  the  garden  and  orchard  thereunto  adjoining,  and  five  closes  of  land,  one 
called  Inyte  I.and,  another  called  Home  Close,  two  others  called  Cold  Bud- 
ding, and  a fifth  called  Gostie  Close,  situate  in  Lapworth ; and  also,  two  other 
closes,  called  Forden,  and  one  meadow,  lying  in  Nuthurst,  extending  in  length 
to  the  highway  leading  between  Stratford-upon-Avon  and  Birmingham ; and 
also,  all  that  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  garden,  orchard  and  close  there- 
’ unto  adjoining,  and  three  other  closes  of  land,  and  two  meadows,  with  three 
acres  of  land,  lying  in  a certain  field  called  Church  Field,  and  to  the  said  mes- 
suage or  tenement  belonging  or  appertaining,  one  of  which  said  closes  and 
meadows  was  called  Tappesford,  another  called  Saint  Mary  Grove,  another 
called  Palmer’s,  another  called  Tappesford  Meadow,  and  another  called 
Thatham’s,  situate  in  Lapworth ; and  also,  two  closes  of  arable  or  pasture 
ground,  called  Knight’s  Fields,  situate  in  Lapworth ; and  also,  so  much 
of  all  that  arable  land,  meadow  and  pasture,  called  by  the  name  of  Cleacroft, 
as  was  and  had  been  known  to  be  town  lands,  containing  17  sellions  or  ridges, 
lying  in  four  several  parcels  ; and  also,  all  those  four  doles  of  meadowing, 
adjoining  to  and  lying  at  the  nether  ends  of  the  said  several  parcels,  belonging 
to  and  situate  in  the  town  of  Lapworth,  and  all  that  messuage  or  tenement, 
with  the  garden  and  orchard  thereto  adjoining;  and  also,  two  closes,  and  one 
i meadow  to  the  same  belonging,  or  therewith  used  or  enjoyed,  lying  in  Lapworth, 
i adjoining  to  the  highway  leading  between  Warwick  and  Birmingham ; and 
also,  one  other  close,  called  Piddock,  lying  in  Lapworth ; and  also,  all  that 
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messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  garden  and  orchard  thereto  adjoining ; and 
also,  three  closes  or  crofts  of  land  to  the  same  messuage  adjoining  and  belong- 
ing, lying  in  Lapworth  aforesaid,  between  the  highway  leading  between 
Stratford-upon-Avon  and  Birmingham  on  the  north,  and  other  boundaries,  as 
therein  mentioned ; and  also,  two  sellions  of  land,  lying  in  a field  called 
Merriell,  and  four  other  sellions  of  land,  lying  in  a field  called  Flame  Field, 
which  said  last  mentioned  premises  were  called  Skinner’s  land ; and  also,  one 
other  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  garden  and  orchard  thereto  adjoining, 
and  three  closes  or  crofts  of  land,  called  Slyes  Lands,  and  one  close,  with  one 
sling  of  land,  called  Grove  fields ; and  also,  three  sellions  of  land,  and  six 
butts,  lying  in  a field  called  Old  Field,  which  said  last  mentioned  messuage 
and  premises  were  situate  in  Lapworth ; and  also,  all  those  lands,  tenements, 
meadows,  pastures,  feedings  and  woods,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  Lapworth 
and  Nuthurst,  being  theretofore  the  lands  of  William  Blythe  Chaplayne, 
deceased ; and  also,  all  that  close  or  croft  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances, 
lying  in  Nuthurst,  between  a parcel  of  land  called  Lynthiirst  on  the  west, 
a close  called  Middle  Field  on  the  north,  a close,  with  a house  thereon,  wherein 
John  Collett,  deceased,  formerly  dwelt,  called  Pratt’s  Land,  on  the  east,  and 
a close  called  Sandy  Croft  on  the  south,  and  one  other  messuage  or  tenement, 
with  the  appurtenances,  with  the  garden,  orchard,  and  other  lands  thereunto 
belonging,  situate  in  Lapworth  j and  also,  one  messuage  or  toft,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, situate  in  Banbury,  in  the  county  of  Oxford ; and  also,  one 
annuity,  or  yearly  rent  of  5s.  issuing  out  of  certain  lands  in  Shrewley, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  being  some  time  the  lands  of  Richard  Thornal, 
deceased,  and  payable  at  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle,  yearly ; and  all 
woods,  underwoods,  &c.  together  with  all  ways,  waters,  &c.  to  the  said  pre- 
mises belonging  ; to  hold  to  the  said  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever, 
upon  special  trust  and  confidence,  and  to  the  intents  and  purposes  after  men- 
tioned, that  is  to  say  ; that  all  the  rents  and  profits  thereafter  to  issue  from  the 
said  premises,  should  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  thereafter,  be  em- 
ployed, bestowed  and  distributed,  for  and  towards  the  necessary  reparations  of 
the  parish  church  of  Lapworth  aforesaid,  and  for  and  towards  tlie  repairing  and 
amending  of  the  common  highways,  within  the  parish  of  Lapworth  aforesaid, 
and  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  the  aged,  impotent  and  poor  people  of  the 
town  and  parish  of  Lapworth  aforesaid,  and  for  and  towards  such  other  good 
and  necessary  uses,  intents  and  purposes,  in  relation  to  the  said  town  and 
parish  of  Lapworth,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  of  the 
survivors  of  them,  should  from  time  to  time  thereafter  think  most  fit  and  con- 
venient, and  limit  or  appoint ; and  upon  further  trust  and  confidence,  that  the 
said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  of  them,  should  yearly,  upon  Tuesday  in  Easter 
week,  meet  together  in  the  parish  church  of  Lapworth,  and  then  and  there 
they,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  elect  one  or  two  of  the  said  trustees  to  be 
treasurer  or  treasurers  for  the  year  following ; and  if  it  should  happen  the  said' 
treasurer  or  treasurers  to  die,  or  to  remove  out  of  the  said  parish  of  Lapworth' 
to  dwell  elsewhere,  within  that  year  for  which  they  were  so  chosen,  the  said 
trustees  should,  within  '20  days  after  such  death  or  removal,  meet  together,' 
upon  notice  first  to  be  publicly  given,  in  the  parish  church  of  Lapworth,  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  their  meeting,  and  then  and  there  elect  some  other  of 
the  said  trustees,  in  the  place  of  such  treasurer  or  treasurers  so  dying  or  re- 
moving ; and  the  treasurer  or  treasurers  so  to  be  chosen  should  be  empowered 
during  that  year  to  collect  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  premises,  and  the 
same  to  disburse  to  the  uses  before  mentioned ; and  upon  trust,  that  every 
treasurer  so  to  be  chosen  should,  within  14  days  after  the  expiration  of  his  said 
year,  or  such  his  removal  out  of  the  said  parish,  make  and  give  up  unto  the  said 
trustees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  an  account  in  writing  of  all  the  monies 
that  should  have  been  received  by  him  or  them,  and  the  payments  and  dis- 
bursements thereout  made;  and  the  better  to  prevent  all  obstructions  that 
might  thereafter  happen  in  the  ordering  and  managing  of  the  premises,  by  the 
crossness  or  perverseness  of  any  particular  person  of  the  said  trustees,  it  was 
thereby  declared,  that  in  all  matters  concerning  the  said  lands,  tenements  and 
hereditaments,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  setting,  letting  or  disposing  of  the  same, 
or  concerning  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  or  the  employing  or  disbursing 
thereof,  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees,  or  of  the  survivors  of  them,  that 
should  meet  together  within  the  said  parish,  upon  public  notice  first  given,  in 
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the  parish  church  of  Lapworth,  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  their  meeting, 
should  have  full  power  and  authority  to  act  in  the  premises,  and  whatever  they 
should  order  or  agree  upon  should  stand  firm,  and  be  effectual ; provided 
always,  that  when  the  said  trustees  should  all  be  dead  except  four,  the  said  four 
should  enfeoff,  or  otherwise  effectually  convey  the  said  premises  to  12  other 
sufficient  men,  that  should  at  the  time  of  such  feoffment  be  inhabitants  and 
freeholders  within  the  said  parish  of  Lapworth,  upon  the  same  trusts,  provided 
that  no  trustee  should  act  as  such  in  the  electing  of  any  treasurer,  or  letting 
the  premises,  or  disposing  of  the  rents  thereof,  or  otherwise  intermeddle  with 
the  premises,  until  he  should  attain  his  full  age  of  21  years,  and  only  during 
such  time  as  he  should  be  both  an  inhabitant  and  a freeholder  within  the  said 
parish  of  Lapworth. 

The  premises  have  been  regularly  conveyed  from  this  period  by  successive 
trust  deeds ; by  the  last  of  which,  dated  l6th  April  1823,  they  were  granted  by 
Heneage  Legge,  the  Rev.  Henry  Anthony  Pye,  William  Ingram,  Isaac  Green 
the  younger,  and  William  Bradbury,  to  Charles  Fetherstone,  John  Burman, 
William  Bellamy,  John  Mortiboys,  Thomas  Johns,  Thomas  Bradbury,  George 
Gibbs  and  Joseph  Osborne ; to  hold  to  the  use  of  the  grantors  and  grantees, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  upon  trust,  that  all  and  singular  the  rents  and 
profits  to  arise  from  the  premises  should  be  employed  and  distributed  for  and 
towards  the  necessary  reparations  of  the  parish  church  of  Lapworth,  and  for 
and  towards  the  repairing  and  amending  of  the  common  highways,  within  the 
parish  of  Lapworth,  and  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  the  aged,  and  impotent 
and  poor  people,  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Lapworth  aforesaid,  and  for  and 
towards  such  other  good  and  charitable  uses,  intents  and  purposes,  in  relation 
to  the  said  town  and  parish,  as  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or 
the  survivors  of  them,  should  from  time  to  time  think  most  fit  and  convenient; 
and  upon  further  trust,  that  every  of  the  said  trustees,  and  every  other  person, 
by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  appointed  to  collect  or  dispose  of  any  of 
the  rents  or  profits  of  the  premises,  upon  public  notice  given  in  the  parish 
church  of  Lapworth,  on  Tuesday  in  Easter  week  yearly,  or  so  soon  after  as 
a convenient  day  could  be  fixed  by  the  said  trustees,  should  meet  together, 
and  there  make  and  state  a true  and  just  account  in  writing,  under  the  hands 
of  such  trustees,  or  other  person  or  persons,  empowered  to  receive  and  dispose 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  that  should  by  such  trustees,  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid,  be  had  or  received,  and  of  the  payments  made  thereout. 

The  remaining  provisions  are  in  the  same  terms  as  in  the  former  deed  of 
1652,  above  abstracted. 

All  the  intermediate  trust  deeds,  between  that  of  1652  and  the  last  of  1823, 
declare  the  trusts  in  the  same  terms  as  those  last  above  mentioned,  with  the 
exception  of  a deed  of  the  9th  July  I7OO,  in  which  it  was  provided,  that  the 
rents  should  be  applied  by  the  trustees,  with  the  assent  of  the  minister,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Lapworth,  and  their 
successors. 


The  following  is  the  description  given  of  the  premises  in  the  last  trust  deed 
of  1823,  to  which  is  added  a note  of  the  tenancies  under  which  they  are  now 
respectively  held : — 


A messuage  or  tenement,  buildings  and  farm,  with  the  appurtenances,  a.  r.  p. 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Lapworth,  near  to  the  road  from  Hockley 
to  Warwick,  called  Milbourn  Farm,  containing  - - - - 33  3 19 

These  premises  are  now  held  by  Mrs.  Bellamy,  under  the  terms  of 
a lease  granted  to  her  late  husband  Job  Bellamy,  for  7 years 
from  5th  April  1815,  at  per  annum  -------- 


£.  #.  d. 


60  - - 


A ntw  erected  messuage  or  tenement,  out-buildings  and  garden,  in 
Lapworth,  near  or  adjoining  the  last  mentioned  premises,  (now 
converted  into  two  and  occupied  by  parish  paupers.) 


Si.x  houses,  with  the  gardens,  situate  in  Lapworth,  adjoining  the 
Warwick  road,  (now  forming  seven  tenements,  and  occupied  by 
paupers.) 


A messuage  or  tenement,  out-buildings  and  garden,  in  Lapworth, 
also  adjoining  the  Warwick  road,  with  five  closes  of  land  there- 
unto belonging,  and  containing  - - - - - 

Kow  held  by  Rebecca  Fowler,  under  lease  for  seven  years  from 
Lady-day  1819,  at-  “ - - 


9 
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Lapworth. 

CombinedCharitiec  messuage  and  large  garden,  with  three  closes,  near  Lapworth 
. village  - 

con  inue  . ^ Held  by  Thomas  Anchor,  as  yearly  tenant  - - 2a.  2r.  30p. 

at  per  annum 

Appropriated  for  the  site  of  a new  school  house  - - 1 1 


A new  erected  barn  and  stable,  and  four  closes  of  land,  situate  in 
Lapworth,  near  to  Packwood  House  ..... 
Held  by  Charles  Fetherston,  esq.  under  a lease  for  seven  years  from 
Lady-day  I819,  at  per  annum  ------ 


Five  houses  situate  at  Lapworth,  near  the  Warwick  road,  with  the 
gardens,  Ac.  (occupied  by  paupers.) 

A large  garden  and  close  of  land,  called  the  Town  Close,  in  Lap- 
worth,  near  the  Warwick  road 

Now  held  by  William  Lea,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  per  annum 

A close  of  land,  in  Lapworth,  at  Cop  Green,  called  Kendall’s 
Close  - - - - 

Now  held  by  Thomas  Howton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  per  annum 

Three  tenements  and  gardens,  situate  at  Kingswood,  (occupied  by 
paupers.) 

A meadow  and  bit  of  waste  land,  situate  near  Kingswood  Brook, 
in  Lapworth  - 

Now  held  by  Joseph  Pettifer,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  per  annum 

A close  or  allotment  of  land,  awarded  to  the  feoffees  on  the  inclosure 
of  Kingswood  Common,  situate  at  Kingswood,  in  Lapworth  - 

Now  lield  by  Joseph  Parsons,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  per  annum  - 

Another  close  or  allotment,  also  awarded  to  the  feoffees  on  the  said 
inclosure,  and  situate  as  above  ...... 

Now  held  by  Joseph  Parsons,  under  lease  for  seven  years  from 
Lady-day  I8I9,  at- 


Two  closes,  at  Lapworth,  near  Lap  worth-street  - . . - 

Now  held  by  Joseph  King,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  - - - - 

Four  tenements  and  gardens,  at  Cop  Green,  in  Lapworth,  (occupied 
by  paupers)  - --  --  --  -- 

Two  closes,  at  Tapster-lane,  in  Lapworth,  called  Big  Tovni  Field 
and  Little  Town  Field  - 
Now  held  by  George  Hands,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  - 

A messuage  or  tenement  and  homestall,  and  five  closes  of  land 

Now  held  by  Catlierine  Saunders,  under  lease  for  seven  years  from 
Michaelmas  ISIS,  at 


A.  R.  P. 

2 3 31 


10  2 25 


31 


4-3 


1 1 20 


- 2 10 


1 1 36 


A close  called  Big  Hullis,  near  the  Stratford  road  - . - 

Now  held  by  Thomas  Bradbury,  under  a lease  for  14  years  from 
Lady-day  1819,  at  - 


A messuage  and  homestall,  &c.  with  three  closes,  situate  at  Lap- 
wonh  hill,  near  the  Stratford  road,  in  Nuthurst  hamlet 
Now  held  by  Edward  Ebral,  under  a lease  for  21  years  from  Lady- 
day  1823,  at--------  -- 


Five  closes  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  at  Nuthurst  hamlet,  in 
the  parish  of  Hampton-in-Arden  ------ 

Now  held  by  William  Ingram,  esq.,  underlease  for  14  years  from 
Lady-day  I8I9,  Rt- 

Mr.  Ingram  is  a trustee,  but  these  closes  are  surrounded  by 
his  own  property,  and  no  other  person  would  give  so  high 
a rent. 

A messuage  or  tenement  and  garden,  with  six  closes  thereto  belong- 
ing, in  the  parish  of  Lapworth,  adjoining  the  Stratford  road, 
described  by  their  respective  names  ------ 

Now  held  by  Charles  Aldington,  on  the  terms  of  an  unexpired  lease 
for  seven  years  from  Lady-day  1818,  at  the  rent  of  - 

Two  closes,  near  the  Bear  House,  in  Lapworth  - - - - 

Now  held  by  Henry  Hill,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  - - - - 


7 1 4 

- 2 27 

627 

9 2 30 


9 3 2 


7 1 15 


32  - 27 


30  1 5 


5 1 27 


£■  s.  d. 

8 10  - 


25  - - 


10  2 - 


13  1 - 


4 2 6 


3 12  - 


11  - - 


11  12  - 


30  - - 


12  - -r 


25  10  - 


57  1)  3 


55  - - ' 
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Several  small  pieces  of  meadow  and  pasture  land,  lying  dispersed  in 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  s.  d. 

a piece  of  land  called  Clay  Fields,  in  Lapwortli  - - 

Held  by  Thomas  Johns,  as  yearly  tenant  ----- 

1 

1 , 
*o 

1 

10  10  - 

Mr.  Johns  is  a trustee,  but  this  rent  is  the  full  value  of 
the  land. 

Land  taken  by  the  Stratford  Canal  out  of  Milbourn  Farm,  in 
Lapworth  - 

For  which  the  Company  pay  8/.  5^.,  being  part  of  an  entire  payment 
of  8/.  14i.  6d.  - --  --  --  -- 

2 1 20 

1 

CO 

Other  land  taken  by  the  Stratford  Canal  Company  out  of  Milbourn 
Farm  - --  --  --  --  -- 

For  which  the  Company  pay  the  residue  of  the  entire  payment  above 
mentioned,  viz.  - --  --  --  -- 

- - 26 

-96 

A messuage,  with  the  shops  thereto  belonging,  situate  in  the  Market- 
place, Banbury,  Oxon. 

Held  by  Martha  Cockerill,  undera  lease  granted  to  William  Cockerill, 
her  late  husband,  for  14  years  from  Lady-day  1819,  at  - - 

21  - - 

An  annual  rent  of  five  shillings,  issuing  out  of  land  at  Shrewley,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick  ; (the  present  owner  of  the  land  charged,  is 
Christopher  Wren,  esq.,  by  whose  tenant  the  rent  is  duly  paid) 

- 5 - 

Another  annual  rent  of  five  shillings,  issuing  out  of  land  at  Nuthurst; 
(the  present  owner  of  the  land  charged,  is  William  Ingram,  esq., 
who  duly  pays  it)--------- 

- 5 - 

£. 

412  3 3 

Lap  worth. 

C ombinedCharities, 
continued. 


The  greater  part  of  the  lettings  above  specified  were  effected  through  the 
medium  of  tenders.  In  some  instances  the  persons  tendering  the  highest  rent, 
not  being  approved  of  by  the  trustees,  the  premises  were  let  by  private  contract, 
upon  the  valuation  of  an  intelligent  land  (surveyor.  These  respective  measures 
appeared  calculated  to  insure  rents  adequate  to  the  fair  value  of  the  several 
premises,  and  they  accordingly  seem  to  have  had  that  effect  in  all  the  instances 
above  j particularized,  with  the  exception  of  two,  viz. ; the  lease  to  Edward 
Ebral,  at  25  1.  10  5.,  the  premises  being  now  estimated  at  351. ; and  the  lease  to 
AVilliam  Cockerill,  at  21/.,  of  a house,  at  Banbury,  now  estimated  at  SOL 
With  respect  to  the  latter,  the  explanation  given  to  us  is,  that  the  tenant  paid 
for  all  the  carriage  of  the  materials  used  in  the  repairs  of  the  house,  as  well  as 
the  workmanship,  and  it  had  been  estimated,  that  those  expenses  amounted  to 
more  than  200  /.  With  respect  to  the  lease  to  Ebral,  no  satisfactory  reason 
has  been  assigned  to  us  for  accepting  a rent  so  inadequate  to  the  value  of  the 
premises. 

The  value  of  agricultural  produce  having  suffered  a depression  since  the 
letting  of  such  of  the  foregoing  lands  as  were  held  under  leases,  the  trustees 
were  induced  to  make  a temporary  abatement  of  10/.  per  cent  upon  the  rents 
reserved.  That  cause  being  now  in  a great  measure  removed,  it  is  intended  to 
restore  the  rents  to  their  full  amount. 

The  several  cottages  (being  now  21  in  number)  are  occupied  as  already  men- 
tioned, by  parish  paupers,  placed  in  them  from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  the 
trustees,  and  they  enjoy  the  benefit  of  them,  rent  free.  These  cottages  are 
estimated  at  the  annual  value  of  from  2/.  to  31.  each. 

The  1 R.  & Ip.  appropriated  for  the  site  of  a new  school-house  and  garden, 
was  so  appropriated  by  the  trustees,  in  consequence  of  the  old  school-house, 
being,  as  was  supposed,  erected  upon  part  of  the  churchyard,  and  being  tlien  in 
a very  ruinous  condition. 

The  new  school-house  is  not  yet  quite  completed.  It  is  larger  in  size  than 
the  old  one,  and  comprises  apartments  at  each  end,  for  the  respective  residence  of 
the  schoolmaster  and  parish  clerk,  the  school-room  being  in  the  centre  of  the 
building.  The  apartments  for  the  master  and  clerk  respectively,  consist  of 
a parlour,  a kitchen,  and  brewhouse  on  the  ground  floor,  and  three  bed-rooms  on 
an  upper  floor.  There  is  a piazza  in  front  of  the  school -room,  which  is  destined 
as  a place  of  exercise  for  the  scholars  in  rainy  weather.  The  premises  are 
under  one  roof,  which  is  covered  in  with  blue  tiles,  the  walls  of  the  building 
being  of  brick.  Mr.  Thomas  Harborne,  a respectable  carpenter  of  Solihull, 
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was  employed  by  the  trustees  to  erect  this  building,  for  which  it  was  agreed, 
that  he  should  be  paid  by  measure  and  value  ; an  admeasurement  and  a valua- 
tion has  been  made  by  Mr.  Abbott,  steward  of  Sir  Charles  Cockerill,  on  behalf 
of  the  trustees,  and  Thomas  Bateman,  of  Birmingham,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Har- 
borne.  Their  report  had  not  been  made  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry  ; but  it  was 
conjectured,  that  the  expense  incurred  by  this  building,  would  not  fall  far  short 
of  800/. 

The  debt  which  will  be  hereby  incurred  to  Mr.  Harborne,  it  was  part  of  the 
agreement  with  him,  should  be  paid  by  instalments,  in  the  manner  most  con- 
venient to  the  trustees.  He  has  already  received  I96/.  in  part. 

The  project  of  erecting  this  new  school-house  appears  to  have  undergone 
much  deliberation  before  it  was  finally  resolved  upon,  and  we  are  given  to 
understand,  that  it  ultimately  met  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  trustees, 
as  a measure  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  parish,  and  a judicious  application 
of  the  trust  funds. 

For  the  proper  administration  of  the  trust  funds,  a treasurer  is  appointed,  who 
receives  the  rents  and  makes  the  disbursements,  taking  the  advice  of  the 
trustees  frrom  time  to  time,  as  to  the  application  of  the  funds  in  his  hands. 
This  office  of  treasurer  has  been  filled  for  many  years  past,  by  Mr.  John 
Morteboys,  the  schoolmaster,  though  not  himself  a trustee,  until  the  last 
appointment. 

An  annual  meeting  is  held  soon  after  Easter,  at  which  such  of  the  parish- 
ioners as  think  proper,  attend.  The  accounts  of  the  treasurer  for  the  preceding 
year  are  then  produced,  for  the  inspection  of  the  trustees  and  parishioners 
present. 

The  usual  course  is,  for  Mr.  Pye,  the  minister,  who  is  also  one  of  tlie  trustees, 
to  read  over  aloud  the  several  items  of  the  account,  and  the  book  is  then  handed 
round  for  the  individual  inspection  of  such  as  desire  it.  A balance  is  struck  at 
that  meeting,  and  carried  forward  to  the  next  account.  The  balance  on  the 
account,  closed  28th  April  1825,  was  42/.  9,s.  \0d.,  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer. 

The  rents  are  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  18  5.  to  Nuthurst,  in  respect  of 
Collett’s  charity.  This  payment  is  made  by  the  tenant  of  the  premises  in  Nut- 
hurst, now  in  the  occupation  of  Ebral,  which  are  understood  to  be  the  lands 
given  by  Collett.  It  does  not  appear  under  what  circumstances  the  share  of 
Nuthurst  in  those  lands  came  to  be  fixed  at  this  annual  payment. 

The  rents  are  further  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  1 /.  to  Rowington,  which 
is  said  to  be  in  respect  of  Humphrey  Shakspeare’s  gift.  The  land  originally  made 
subject  to  this  charge,  is  understood  to  be  that  which  Pettifer  now  holds,  and 
which  is  said  to  have  been  purchased  by  the  trustees  many  years  ago. 

The  whole  of  the  income,  after  deducting  these  payments,  and  the  expenses 
of  repairing  the  cottages  occupied  by  the  paupers,  and  occasionally  the  farm 
buildings,  where  the  respective  tenants  are  not  made  liable  to  those  repairs,  is 
applied  to  the  several  purposes  of  the  trust  in  proportions  varying  from  time  10 
to  time,  according  to  their  respective  exigencies.  For  a great  many  years  past, 
the  annual  sum  of  20/.  has  been  paid  as  a salary  to  a schoolmastsr,  for  teaching 
gratis  the  children  of  resident  parishioners,  without  limitation  of  number  or 
regard  to  condition,  to  read,  write  and  cipher.  The  number  attending  the 
school  sometimes  exceeds  60. 

A further  part  of  the  funds  is  applied  to  the  support  of  another  school,  called 
the  Charity  School,  at  which  the  female  children  of  the  poor,  exclusively,  are 
taught  to  read,  knit  and  sew'.  They  are  clothed  every  second  year,  and  are 
provided  with  books  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  required.  The  number  of 
these  charity  children  is  generally  from  20  to  30. 

A further  part  of  the  funds  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  coals  for  the  poor, 
in  the  wunter  season,  and  occasionally  to  the  purchase  of  linen,  flannel  and 
other  clothing,  for  such  as  are  most  needy.  The  sum  of  42/.  was  thus  ex- 
pended in  the  winter  of  1817-18.  There  is  also  an  annual  distribution  of 
money  among  the  poor  at  Christmas,  varying  in  amount,  but  seldom  exceeding 
4/.  In  addition  to  which,  occasional  relief  is  advanced  to  particular  indivi- 
duals, whose  necessities  require  it,  a preference  being  given  to  those  who  are 
most  backw  ard  in  applying  for  ordinary  parish  relief.  Sums  of  5 /.  and  10/. 
have  been  thus  from  time  to  time  advanced  to  different  individuals. 

A salary 
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A salary  of  5 1.  is  paid  to  the  treasurer,  for  receiving  the  rents  and  keeping  Lapworth. 
the  books,  and  one  of  SI.  to  the  clerk,  for  his  services  in  the  church.  

Other  parts  of  the  income  are  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  of  CombmedChanties, 
the  highways,  from  time  to  time.  In  the  repairs  of  the  church,  the  chancel  is  v > 

included,  the  parish,  as  we  are  given  to  understand,  being  liable,  by  prescription, 
to  repair  that  part. 

'Fhe  ornaments  of  the  church  are  also,  for  the  same  reason,  provided  for  from 
these  funds. 

In  the  year  1817>  several  payments,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  more  than 
400/,  are  charged  in  the  accounts  for  law  expenses,  being  the  expenses  incurred 
in  prosecuting  a suit  in  Chancery,  which  had  been  instituted  by  some  of  the 
parishioners  against  the  trustees,  charging  them  with  mismanagement  of  this 
trust  estate,  and  with  a misapplication  of  the  funds.  A compromise  it  appears 
took  place  in  1816,  one  of  the  terms  of  which  was,  that  the  trust  premises 
should  be  let  by  public  tender  to  responsible  tenants,  for  21  years  determinable 
at  seven  or  14.  This  provision  has  been  in  some  instances  improperly,  as  we 
conceive,  violated,  by  letting  the  premises  for  21  years  absolute. 

John  Shakespeare’s  Charity. 

John  Shakespeare,  hy  'ViiW,  dated  the  30th  October  1627;  reciting,  that  he  John  Shakespeare’s 
had  settled  the  inheritance  of  his  freehold  lands  in  Lapworth,  upon  his  nephew.  Charity. 
John  Twycross,  upon  condition  that  he  should  pay  the  legacies  that  he  should 
charge  upon  him,  gave  12  pence  yearly,  to  be  paid  at  the  parish  church  of 
Packwood,  in  penny  loaves  of  bread,  to  be  payable  by  the  said  John  Twycross, 
and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  to  the  poor  of  Packwood,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
John  Twycross,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  on  the  feast  day  of  All  Souls,  yearly.  He 
also  gave  the  sum  of  12  pence  yearly,  to  be  paid  at  the  parish  church  of  Lap- 
worth,  likewise  by  his  said  nephew,  John  Twycross,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  on 
All  Souls-day,  to  add  to  the  poor  people’s  feast  there,  that  day. 

The  sum  of  2 s.  in  penny  loaves,  is  annually  distributed  in  respect  of  this 
charity,  by  William  Cox,  as  the  tenant  of  a farm,  now  the  property  of  Mr.  John 
Burman,  of  Tanworth ; twelve  loaves  are  distributed  among  the  poor  of  Lap- 
worth,  and  a like  quantity  to  the  poor  of  Packwood. 
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In  an  indenture,  made  2d  October  1817,  betw^een  Charles  Fetherston,  of 
Packwood  House,  heir  of  John  Fetherston,  a former  trustee  of  the  land  here- 
after mentioned,  of  the  first  part ; Samuel  Fullard,  churchwarden  of  Packwood, 
of  the  second  part ; and  John  Heath,  and  five  others,  of  Packwood,  of  the  third 
part;  is  recited  a deed  poll,  dated  in  the  year  1653;  whereby,  after  reciting, 
that  a certain  parcel  of  ground,  containing  by  estimation  half  an  acre  and  half 
; a rood,  the  greatest  part  thereof  being  meadow'ground,  lying  in  Packwood,  and 
then  in  the  occupation  of  Edmund  Aylesbury,  was  theretofore  given  for  the 
repairs  of  the  parish  church  there,  and  that  divers  disputes  therein  set  forth,  had 
taken  place,  respecting  the  title  to  the  same,  and  that  appeal  had  thereupon 
I been  made  by  the  inhabitants,  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  sessions,  then 
last  past,  and  that  in  consequence  of  such  disputes,  and  the  proceedings  thereon, 
one  Thomas  Dingley  had  entered  into  the  said  church  land,  on  the  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Packwood,  aforesaid  ; he,  the  said  Thomas  Dingley,  to  the 
intent  that  the  ground  aforesaid  might  appear  unto  future  ages  to  be  settled, 
did  grant,  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  John  Fetherston,  of  Packwood,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  the  said  parcel  of  land,  in  trust,  to  permit  the  churchwardens  of 
Packwood,  for  the  time  being,  to  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  yearly,  to 
be  employed  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  church  of  Packwood,  for  ever ; and 
by  the  said  indenture  of  2d  October  1817,  the  said  Charles  Fetherston,  as  heir 
of  the  said  John  Fetherston,  deceased,  conveyed  to  the  said  John  Heath,  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  parcel  of  land,  described  as  containing 
i by  estimation,  half  an  acre  and  half  a rood,  having  some  meadow  land  then 
I belonging  to  Wilson  Aylesbury  Roberts,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Foxall,  lying 
i eastward  and  northward,  on  the  one  side,  and  a meadow,  formerly  waste  land, 
then  in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Paxford,  lying  westward  and  north  westward. 
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Packwoocl.  on  the  other  side,  and  the  one  end  thereof,  being  30  yards  in  breadth,  abuttino- 
~~  on  land  then  of  the  said  W.  A.  Roberts,  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  John 
Toiuinu^d  ’ Foxall,  lying  southward,  and  the  other  end  thereof  shooting  northward,  in 

' ^ ‘ length  140  yards,  at  the  least,  like  a pike  with  a narrow  end,  upon  a bank, 

dividing  the  said  meadow  belonging  to  the  said  W.  A.  Roberts,  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  John  Foxall,  from  the  land  now  belonging  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield 
and  Coventry,  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Henry  Paxford ; and  also,  all  that 
«c.  small  allotment  of  land  situate  near  Packwood  common,  containing 

then  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Gilbert,  and  which  was  awarded  on  the 
inclosure  of  Packwood  common,  in  right  of  the  said  plot  of  land  above 
granted ; to  hold  the  same  on  the  like  trusts  as  expressed  in  the  deed  poll 
of  iGoS. 

This  land,  which  has  been  found  by  measurement  to  contain  three  roods 
twenty-four  perches,  lies  at  the  western  corner  of  a meadow,  formerly  in  the 
occupation  of  John  Foxall,  but  now  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Vyse,  from  the  rest  of 
which  it  is  divided  by  three  boundary  stones.  For  the  part  belonging  to  the 
church,  Mr.  Vyse  pays  to  the  churchwardens  two  guineas  a year,  which  is  a high 
rent.  He  holds  as  tenant  from  year  to  year. 

The  allotment,  mentioned  in  the  deed,  is  a very  small  piece  of  land,  not 
• containing  more  than  four  perches,  occupied  by  Joseph  Gilbert,  as  a potatoe 
ground,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  Qs.  6d.  This  seems  to  be  a sufficient  rent  for  the 
land,  which  was  in  very  bad  condition  when  he  took  it. 

These  rents  are  carried  to  the  churchwardens  account,  and  applied  towards 
the  repair  of  the  church. 

Harborne’s  Charity. 

Hai  borne’s  Charity.  Thomas  Harhorne,  by  will,  dated  2d  March  1710,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Pack- 

•wood,  the  use  or  interest  of  40/.,  to  be  paid  them  in  bread,  upon  the  25th  day 
of  March  yearly,  for  ever,  and  his  will  was,  that  the  said  40/.  should  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  William  Hill,  of  the  said  parish  of  Packwood,  whom  he  appointed 
overseer  of  the  same,  for  the  setting  of  it  out  and  seeing  the  same  paid. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  20th  March  1719,  between  Edward  Welchman, 
.clerk.  Rector  of  Lapworth,  of  the  one  part ; and  the  above  named  William  Hill 
and  Thomas  Fetherston,  and  seven  others,  all  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
Packwood,  of  the  other  part ; the  said  Edward  Welchman,  in  consideration  of 
40/.  to  him  paid  by  the  said  William  Hill,  which  was  the  same  sum  of  40/. 
above  mentioned  to  be  given  by  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Harborne,  gave 
granted  and  confirmed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  ever,  one  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  405.  to  be  for  ever  issuing  out  of 
all  that  meadow,  containing  by  estimation  five  acres,  whereupon  a barn  ,!  I 
formerly  stood,  and  commonly  called  Rowley  Meadow,  lying  in  the  hamlet  of  flU 
Knowle,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  to  be  paid  yearly,  on  the  25th  day  ofH| 
March,  but  upon  trust,  to  lay  out  the  said  annuity  of  405.,  or  so  much  thereof"? 
as  should  be  yearly  left  of  the  same,  after  deducting  the  payments  after  men- ' " 

tinned,  in  bread,  and  distribute  such  bread  on  every  25th  day  of  March,  unto 
and  amongst  the  poor  of  Packwood,  desiring  the  advice  of  the  minister  and 
churchwarden  of  Packwood,  for  the  time  being,  where  to  distribute  the  same  : H 

And  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  the  trustees  should  by  death  or  removal 
out  of  the  parish  of  Packwood,  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  three,  those  three 
should  assign  and  assure  the  said  annuity  to  nine  or  more  other  of  the  most 
sufficient  and  discreet  persons  inhabiting  wdthin  the  said  parish,  and  their  heirs, 
upon  the  trusts  before  expressed  : And  it  was  agreed  between  the  parties 

thereto,  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  should  pay  out  of  the  said 
annuity,  four  parts  in  nine  of  all  the  land-tax  that  should  be  assessed  or  levied 
upon  the  said  parcel  of  meadow  ground,  and  also  four  parts  in  nine  of  the  chief 
rent  payable  for  the  same,  (the  same  being  35.  4r/.  a year.) 

‘ This  annuity  has  been  duly  transferred  by  successive  trust  deeds,  by  the  last 
of  which,  dated  the  20th  July  1820,  it  was  vested  in  Charles  Fetherston,  esq., 
John  Heath,  Samuel  Fullard,  William  Ball  Wilson,  Aylesbury  Roberts,  John 
Pearman,  Thomas  Fellowes,  Nathaniel  Vyse,  Samuel  Fullard,  jun.  Joseph 
Fullard,  Anne  Ball,  John  Smith,  and  William  Hobday  Roe,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  the  trusts  above  specified.  ♦ 

An  account  of  this  annuity,  1 /.  155.  is  received  yearly  from  Mr.  John  Clark, 
tenant  of  a meadow  in  Knowle,  called  Rowley  Meadow,  5 5.  being  retained  for 
land-tax  and  chief  rent.  The  money  is  applied  in  the  purchase  of  sixpenny 

loaves 
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loaves,  which  are  given  away  by  the  overseer  at  the  church  about  Lady-day,  to  Packwood. 

poor  parishioners,  one  or  two  to  a family,  according  as  they  are  most  in  need.  -7- 

The  distribution  is  on  a week  day,  notice  thereof  being  given  on  the  previous  ^ 

Sunday. 

Shakespeare’s  and  Twycross’s  Charity. 

For  the  origin  of  this  charity,  see^  in  a preceding  page,  the  account  of  the 
charities  at  Lapworth. 

Two  shillings  worth  of  penny  loaves,  the  portion  belonging  to  the  poor  of 
Packworth,  'are  received  by  the  churchwardens  from  Mr.  John  Cox,  the  tenant 
of  the  land  charged  with  the  payment,  about  All  Souls-day,  and  are  given  away 
at  the  church  on  the  following  Sunday,  to  tlie  poor  parishioners  attending  there, 
or  sent  to  such  as  are  thought  proper  persons  to  receive  it,  and  who  are  not 
then  present. 


Shakespeare’s  and 
Twycross’s  Charity. 


PARISH  OF  TANWORTH. 

Combined  Charities,  viz.-ARCHER’s,  Digby’s,  Dolphin’s,  Clerk’s,  Masters’s, 

Mary  Weale’s,  Whately’s,  Fulwood’s,  Hewes's  and  Bolt’s,  Green’s 
and  Edward  Cotterell’s,  Burman’s,  Chambers’s,  Tasker’s,  John  Cot- 
terell’s  and  others  i and  Miss  Fletcher’s  Charity. 

There  have  been  numerous  benefactions  given  at  different  times  to  the  Tanwortli. 

church  and  poor  of  Tanworth,  which  are  now  all  vested  in  one  set  of  trustees,  

but  of  the  origin  of  which,  and  the  names  of  the  donors,  all  that  is  now  known 

(except  in  a very  few  instances)  is  derived  from  the  recitals  of  the  trust-deeds,  Charity  * 

and  a benefaction  table  in  the  church.  They  will  appear,  from  the  following 

abstracts  of  those  deeds,  in  which  we  have  noticed  the  additions  to,  or  variations 

in,  the  respective  gifts,  that  are  found  in  the  benefaction  table,  or  in  the  original 

documents  where  any  such  exist. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  30th  October  1724,  between  Andrew 
Archer^  of  Humberslade  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Tanworth,  esquire,  and  Thomas 
Archer,  his  eldest  son,  of  the  first  part ; John  Hunt,  of  Tanworth,  heir  of  Henry 
Hunt,  surviving  trustee  of  several  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities 
and  hereditaments,  given  to  charitable  uses,  and  belonging  to  the  parish  of 
Tanworth  aforesaid,  thereinafter  particularly  mentioned,  John  Sarsons,  of  the 
said  parish,  surviving  feoffee  of  other  lands,  tenements,  annuities  and  heredita- 
ments, given  to  charitable  uses,  and  belonging  to  the  said  parish,  thereinafter 
mentioned,  and  Thomas  Cranmore,  Joseph  Serjeant,  and  two  others,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  trustees  for  their  time  being  in  office, 
for  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  said 
parish  church  and  poor  of  Tanworth,  of  the  second  part ; William  Malins,  clerk, 
vicar  of  Tanworth,  and  ten  others,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish, 
of  the  third  part ; and  Benjamin  Palmer  and  Jacob  Lindon,  of  the  fourth  part  j 
it  was  witnessed,  that  the  said  Andrew  Archer  and  Thomas  Archer,  out  of  their 
charitable  intentions  to  settle  the  cottages  and  plecks  thereinafter  described,  to 
the  uses  therein  mentioned,  and  for  the  benefit  and  good  of  the.  said  parish, 
granted  and  enfeoffed  to  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  their  heir's  and  assigns; 

1.  [Archer’s  Gift.] — A cottage,  with  the  orchards,  gardens,  hemplecks  and 
land  thereunto  belonging,  at  a place  in  Tanworth,  called  Ratherum,  bounded 
on  one  part  by  a lane  leading  from  the  Box  Trees  towards  Hockley  Heath  : 

2.  [Ditto.] — A cottage  in  Tanworth,  near  Aspley  Heath,  with  the  orchards, 
gardens,  common  pleck  and  land,  thereto  belonging,  bounded  on  several  parts 
by  the  waste  land,  called  Aspley  Heath ; And  the  said  John  Hunt,  John 
Sarsons,  Thomas  Cranmore,  and  others,  in  discharge  of  the  trust  in  them 
reposed,  and  of  the  covenants  entered  into  by  them  and  their  ancestors,  granted, 
assigned,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  to  the  said  parties  of  the  third  part,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  ; 

3.  [Digby’s  Gift.] — A close,  croft  or  piece  of  ground  lying  in  Tanworth, 
called  Birch  Croft,  with  the  messuage  or  tenement  thereon  standing,  formerly 
given  by  John  Digby,  of  Nuthurst,  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  bounded  on  part  by 
the  king’s  highway  leading  from  Tithe-barn  Cross  towards  Tanworth  : 

[By  a former  trust-deed  relating  to  this  gift,  the  will  of  John  Digby  is  stated 
to  have  borne  date  21st  February  1623,  and  that  of  his  wife,  the  17th  December 
Rep.  Id.  4 H 1656, 
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1656,  and  the  object  of  the  gift  to  have  been  to  assist  and  relieve  the  poor 
people  of  Tanworth.  According  to  the  benefaction  table,  the  rent  uas  to  be 
distributed  to  the  poor  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day.] 

4.  [Dolphin’s  Gift.] — An  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  40  issuing  out 
of  land,  called  Julian’s  Leys,  with  a further  sum  of  45.,  to  be  forfeited  nomine 
pcencCf  and  to  be  recovered,  employed  and  used,  as  directed  by  an  indenture 
made  by  John  Boult,  of  Tanworth,  by  which  he  gave  the  said  annuity  and  45. 
nomine  poents,  bearing  date  2d  February,  33d  Elizabeth  : 

[The  deed  here  referred  to  was  produced  ; from  which  it  appears,  that  this 
rent-charge  was  granted  by  Boult,  at  the  special  instance  of  Richard  Dolphin, 
and  was  to  be  distributed  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s-day.] 


5.  [Clerk’s  Gift.] — An  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  205.,  issuing  out 
of  a croft  in  Tanworth,  called  Shaw’s  Orchard,  given  by  Edmund  Clerk,  of 
Tanworth,  to  be  yearly  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  to  four  poor  Protestant 
families  of  Tanworth  : 


6.  [Masters’s  Gift.] — Six  pounds,  then  placed  out  to  John  Salter,  of  Tan- 
worth, upon  interest,  given  by  Thomas  Masters,  to  be  placed  out,  and  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  yearly  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  to  poor  people  of 
Tanworth  : 


7.  [Mary  Weale’s  Gift.] — Five  pounds,  given  by  Mary  Weale,  widow,  to 
be  placed  out,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  yearly  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s- 
day,  to  poor  people  of  Tanworth  : 

8.  [Wheatly’s  Gift.] — An  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  405.  issuing 
out  of  the  city  lands  belonging  to  the  city  of  Coventry,  theretofore  given  by 
Thomas  Wheatly,  to  be  yearly  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  to  poor  families 
of  Tanworth  : 

9.  A messuage,  garden,  orchard,  and  piece  of  land  therewith  held,  called 
Church  Croft,  in  Tanv/orth,  bounded  by  the  street  of  Tanworth  town  aforesaid  : 

[Described  by  the  latest  trust-deed,  hereafter  stated,  as  consisting  of  two 
messuages.] 

10.  Several  houses,  cottages  or  tenements,  in  Tanworth,  bounded  on  part  by 
the  road  that  leads  towards  Danzy  Green,  and  the  church  and  church-yard : 

[Conveyed  in  the  latest  trust-deed  by  the  description  of,  “ all  that  messuage 
or  tenement  now  used  as  a workhouse  in  Tanworth,  and  one  cottage  theretol 
adjoining,  but  now  laid  to  the  said  workhouse,  upon  which  said  premises  severa 
houses,  cottages  or  tenements,  formerly  stood,  and  which  have  some  time  since 
been  taken  down,  and  the  said  above-mentioned  tenements  erected  upon  the 
same  land,  bounded  as  above.”] 

11.  [Fulwood’s  Gift.] — A close  or  parcel  of  land,  gxvenhy  Robert  Fulv:ood, 
esquire,  lying  in  Tanworth,  near  a place  called  Wood  End,  encompassed  round 
with  the  king’s  highway,  [in  the  latest  trust-deed  is  added  here,  “ except  on  the 
Eastward  part ;”]  together  with  the  several  houses,  cottages  or  tenements  there- 
upon then  erected : 

[It  is  stated  on  the  benefaction  table,  that  Robert  Fulwood,  esquire,  in  1527» 
gave  to  the  church  and  poor  land  in  this  parish,  called  Tibbatt’s  Croft.] 

12.  [Hewes’s  and  Bolt’s  Gifts.] — A messuage  and  two  crofts  of  land  in 
Tanworth,  given  by  Thomas  Heit'es,  clerk,  formerly  vicar  of  Tanworth ; 
together  with  several  cottages  or  tenements  then  erected  on  the  said  crofts,  and 
which  were  then  occupied  by  poor  people  of  the  same  pai'ish,  having  a lane 
called  Waring’s-lane  on  the  east : 

[It  is  stated  on  the  benefaction  table,  that  Thomas  Hughes,  clerk,  gave  two 
crofts  in  this  parish  to  the  church  and  poor;  and  also,  John  Bolt  to  the 
church  and  poor,  a messuage  and  lands,  near  Waring’s  Green,  in  this  parish. 
It  is  conjectured,  that  both  these  benefactions  are  included  in  the  above 
parcel.] 

13.  [Green’s  and  Edward  Cotterell’s  Gifts.] — Two  crofts  or  parcels  of 
land,  then  laid  into  one,  in  Tanworth,  whereupon  a house  formerly  stood, 
lying  near  a place  called  Ilshaw  Heath,  having  a lane  leading  from  llshaw  Heath 
to  Kingston  Brook  on  the  west  and  north : 

[The  benefaction  table  records,  that  Thomas  Gt^een  gave  to  the  church  and 

poor. 
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poor,  a croft  near  llshaw  Heath,  in  this  parish  ; and  that  Edward  Cotterel^  gave 
a croft  adjoining  thereto,  to  the  same  use.] 

14.  [Burman’s  Gift.] — messuage  or  tenement,  close,  leasowes,  meadows, 
pastures  and  lands,  thereto  belonging,  in  Tanwmrth,  formerly  given  by  Job 
Burman,  bounded  on  the  south  side  by  a lane  leading  from  Danzy  Green 
towards  Raven’s  Green ; and  on  the  north  and  west  sides  by  a farm,  called 
Bicker  s Court  Farm  : 

[In  the  printed  returns  under  Gilbert’s  Act,  26  Geo.  3,  this  charitable  gift  is 
stated  to  have  been  for  clothing  four  poor  of  Tanworth,  and  to  the  poor  of 
Aspley  and  Feckenham.] 

15.  A close  or  piece  of  coppice  ground,  with  one  close  of  arable  land  in 
Tanworth,  bounded  on  the  east  by  a lane  leading  from  llshaw  Heath  towards 
Humberslade  Hall ; 

16.  Two  parcels  of  land  in  Tanworth,  having  on  the  south  side  a coppice  of 
Andrew  Archer,  and  on  the  north  side,  a lane  leading  from  Earl’s  Wood 
towards  Hockley  Heath  ; and  on  the  east,  a cottage,  then  in  the  tenure  of 
John  Arnold  : 

17.  Several  cottages  or  tenements  in  Tanworth,  at  a place  called  Rather um  : 

18.  [Chambers’s  Gift.] — A messuage  or  tenement,  with  barns  and  buildings 
thereto  belonging,  then  newly  erected,  and  two  closes  of  arable  land,  one  meadow, 
and  one  other  mowing  piece,  formerly  a marie  pit,  and  a pleck  or  piece  of  land 
lying  before  the  house,  all  lying  in  Greet,  in  the  parish  of  Yardley,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  bounded  in  part  by  Sharwall  Heath,  and  in  part  by  land  belong- 
ing to  the  poor  of  Yardley  ; also,  two  other  closes,  formerly  one,  lying  in  Greet 
aforesaid,  and  held  with  the  said  messuage,  bounded  on  the  north  side  byShar- 
well  Heatb,  and  on  the  west  by  land  belonging  to  Hall  Green  chapel;  also,  one 
other  piece  of  land  lying  in  Heanfield,  in  Greet,  and  one  foredrove,  leading 

! from  Heanfield  to  the  great  road  going  from  Birmingham  towards  Sliirley  Street ; 

all  which  last  mentioned  messuage,  lands  and  premises,  were,  before  any  building 
, thereupon,  given  by  one  Henry  Chambers,  of  Tanworth  aforesaid,  by  bis  last 
i will  [to  the  church  and  f)oor.  Benefaction  table. ^ 

To  hold  the  said  several  premises  to  the  use  of  the  said  Andrew  Archer, 
Thomas  Archer,  Joseph  Serjeant,  and  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  upon  trust, 

' that  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  being  in  office,  should  receive 
and  employ  all  the  rents,  revenues  and  profits  of  the  said  several  premises,  in 
I manner  therein  declared,  that  is  to  say  ; the  rents  and  profits  of  the  birch  croft, 
and  messuage  thereon  standing,  and  the  annuity  of  405.  issuing  out  of  Julian  Leys, 
unto  so  many  poor  aged  and  impotent  persons,  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas’s 
day,  yearly,  as  the  feoffees  and  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  should  yearly  agree  upon  ; and  the  annuity  of  205.,  issuing  out  of  Shaw’s 
Orchard,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day,  yearly,  to  four  poor  Protestant  families  in  the 
parish  of  Tanworth  aforesaid ; and  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  the  interest 
arising  from  the  said  Ql.  given  by  Thomas  Masters,  and  the  51.  given  by  Mary 
Weale,  to  the  poor  people  of  Tanworth  aforesaid;  and  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas’s 
day,  the  said  annuity  of  40  5.,  given  by  Thomas  Whately,  to  four  poor  families 
of  Tanworth  aforesaid,  which,  by  the  said  feoffees,  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
should  be  yearly  agreed  upon.  And  such  other  part  of  all  other  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises  as  the  said  feoffees,  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  think  fit,  for  and  towards  the  repairing  the 
body  of  the  parish  church  of  Tanworth  aforesaid ; and  such  part  of  the  said 
rents  as  the  said  feoffees  and  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  tiie  major 
part  of  them,  should  think  fit,  towards  the  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  said 
messuages  and  buildings,  as  often  as  the  same  should  go  in  decay,  and  the 
residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  aged 
and  impotent  persons  of  the  said  parish  of  Tanworth,  to  be  distributed  in  such 
' manner  as  the  said  feoffees,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  should  think  fit  to  direct  and  appoint ; and  it  was  covenanted,  between 
I the  said  parties,  that  when  there  should  be  but  four,  or  three  at  the  least,  of  the 
said  feoffees  living  and  remaining  within  the  said  parish  of  Tanworth,  besides 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  for  the  time  being,  then  the  said  surviving 
feoffees,  together  with  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  parish,  for 
' the  time  being,  should  make  a new  conveyance  to  fifteen,  twelve,  or  ten  at  the 
Rep.  15.  4 H 2 least, 
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least,  of  the  most  sufficient  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of 
Tanworth,  of  all  the  thereby  granted  premises,  upon  the  like  trusts,  and  so  from 
time  to  time,  as  often  as  need  should  be. 

The  latest  trust  deed  of  these  premises  is  an  indenture,  dated  the  23d  June 
1801,  between  Richard  Ashbury,  described  as  only  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Joseph 
Ashbury,  who  was  surviving  feoffee  of  the  premises  after  mentioned  by  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release  dated  1st  and  2d  January  1765,  John  Tarleton, 
Humphry  Fitter,  Richard  Field,  Thomas  Hedges,  and  Thomas  Parsons,  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  trustees  for  their  time  being  in  office, 
for  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  parish, 
parish  church,  and  poor  of  Tanworth,  of  the  one  part ; and  Christopher  Mus- 
grave,  Henry  Howard,  and  Edward  Bolton  Clive,  of  Umberslade,  the  Reverend 
John  Hunt,  clerk,  the  Reverend  Philip  Wren,  clerk,  vicar  of  the  parish  of 
Tanworth,  John  Burman,  and  Henry  Hunt,  esquires,  Richard  Burman,  Thomas 
Burman,  John  Horton,  William  Edwards,  Thomas  Irons,  Richard  Shaw,  and 
Robert  Barnhurst,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  parish  of  Tan- 
worth, of  the  other  part ; whereby,  after  reciting,  among  other  things,  that  at 
a public  vestry  or  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  duly  called  for  the  appointment 
of  new  trustees  for  the  said  charities  and  premises,  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part  were  chosen  feoffees,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  had  agreed  to 
convey  the  said  premises  to  them,  in  manner  and  upon  the  trusts  after  men- 
tioned ; it  was  witnessed,  that  they,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  did  thereby 
grant,  bargain,  assign  and  convey  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  to 
their  heirs,  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz. ; the  several  premises, 
rents  and  sums  of  money,  specified  in  the  deed  of  30th  October  1724,  and  the 
following  in  addition  : — 

19.  [Tasker’s  Gift.] — An  annuity  of  40  5.,  issuing  from  a messuage  belong- 
ing to  Robert  Bradbury  and  others,  in  the  hamlet  of  Aspley,  in  the  parish  of 
Wootton  Wawen,  then  in  the  occupation  of  Benjamin  Fetter,  which  annuity 
was  given  by  the  will  of  William  Tasker  for  such  charitable  purposes  as  therein 
mentioned : 

[Tasker’s  will  is  dated  the  8th  February  1782,  whereby  he  gives  the  house  in 
Aspley  to  Robert  Bradbury  and  Benjamin  Bradbury,  and  their  heirs,  upon 
condition  that  they  should  pay  quarterly,  to  the  free-school  at  Tanworth,  the 
sum  of  40s.,  and  charges  the  said  messuage  with  the  payment  thereof.] 

20.  A messuage,  with  a garden  and  appurtenances,  situate  in  Tanworth,  at 
or  near  a place  called  Monk’s-path  Street : 

A messuage,  with  a garden  and  pleck  of  land,  in  Tanworth,  near  a place 
called  the  Three  Maypoles : 

A messuage,  with  a large  garden,  situate  at  Hockley  Heath  ; 

Several  messuages,  with  the  gardens  and  appurtenances,  situate  at  Cleobury, 
in  the  parish  of  Tanworth,  in  the  possession  of  four  persons  therein  mentioned  : 

A messuage,  with  two  plecks  of  land,  garden  and  appurtenances,  in  a lane  in 
the  parish  of  Tanworth,  leading  from  Gilbert’s  Green  to  the  Portway  : 

A messuage,  with  the  garden  and  appurtenances,  situate  at  Ilshaw  Heath,  in  . 
the  parish  of  Tanworth  : 

Which  said  annuity,  messuages,  lands  and  tenements  therein  last  before 
described,  had  been  given  to  charitable  uses,  or  had  been  purchased  by  trustees  ,1 
as  aforesaid : 

21.  [John  Cotterell’s  Gift.] — A messuage,  with  the  out-buildings  and  four  J 

closes  of  pasture  land,  situate  at  Gilbert’s  Green,  in  the  parish  of  Tanworth  : ' 

[Stated  in  the  benefaction  table  to  have  been  given  by  John  Cotterell,  in 
1728  ; the  rent  to  be  distributed,  yearly,  among  the  poor  of  the  Clay  side  of  the 
parish,  at  Easter,  Whitsuntide,  Michaelmas  and  Christmas.] 

To  hold  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of 
the  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  their  heirs,  except  Thomas  Hedges  and  Thomas 
Parsons,  upon  trust,  that  they,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  all  such  persons  as 
should  be  chosen  and  serve  as  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Tanworth,  should  receive  and  take  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  every  part  thereof,  which  said  rents  and  profits  should  be  used, 
employed  and  bestowed,  by  the  said  trustees  and  the  said  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  in  educating  poor  children  belonging  to  the  said  pari.sh  of  Tanworth, 
or  relieving  the  poor  inhabitants  there,  or  otherwise,  as  directed  by  the  wills  of 
the  respective  donors  thereof:  And  on  further  trust,  that  when  the  trustees 

should 
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should  be  reduced  by  death  to  the  number  of  five,  the  survivors  should  appoint 
so  many  new  trustees  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  at  the  costs  and  charges  of 
the  parishioners  of  Tanworth  for  the  time  being,  convey  the  said  messuages, 
lands,  hereditaments  and  premises,  to  such  new  feoffees,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  cottages  conveyed  by  the  last-mentioned  deed,  comprised  in  N°  20,  are 
conjectured  to  have  been  acquired  in  consequence  of  the  occupiers  having  been 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  parish  for  maintenance,  and  having 
given  up  their  cottages  to  the  parish  in  consideration  of  receiving  such  main- 
tenance. They  have  been  for  many  years  in  the  possession  of  the  parish  officers, 
by  whom  they  have  been  repaired  at  the  parish  expense,  and  were  first  placed 
under  the  management  of  the  trustees  by  the  deed  of  1801. 

In  addition  to  the  premises  above  specified,  there  is  a cottage  and  garden, 
situate  between  Hockley  and  llatherum,  which  were  purchased  by  the  parish 
for  25/.,  and  conveyed,  by  indenture  of  the  31st  July  1804,  to  the  trustees  of 
the  charity  estate,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  in  such 
manner  as  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  several  messuages,  lands,  annuities  and 
premises,  vested  in  the  said  trustees,  were  directed  to  be  used  and  employed  by 
the  above  mentioned  indenture  of  23d  June  1801. 

The  following  benefaction,  though  given  subsequently  to  the  last  trust  deed, 
may  be  considered  as  forming  part  of  the  trust  estate. 

Miss  Fletcher’s  Charity. — Mary  Fletcher,  spinster,  by  her  will,  proved  the 
24th  November  1819,  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  the  Bishop  of  Litchfield  and 
Coventry,  bequeathed  to  her  father,  John  Fletcher,  and  to  the  feoffees  or  trustees 
of  the  charity  estates  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Tanworth,  the  sum  of  60  /.,  to 
be  paid  out  of  her  personal  estate,  upon  trust,  to  place  the  same  out  at  interest, 
in  such  manner  as  they  should  judge  most  beneficial,  and  to  divide  the  interest, 
dividends  or  annual  proceeds  thereof,  eciually  amongst  20  poor  widows  belonging 
to  and  residing  in  the  said  parish  of  Tanworth,  of  good  character  and  reputation, 
the  same  to  be  paid  and  distributed  annually,  on  Good  Friday,  at  Tanworth 
church. 

This  legacy  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  who  intend  to  apply  it  in  the 
purchase  of  a house  and  land,  to  be  used  as  a schoolhouse,  and  which  premises 
will  be  answerable  for  the  interest  thereof  at  five  per  cent.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  trustees  account  for  the  interest. 


Tanworth. 


CombinodCharities, 
and  Miss  Fletcher’s 
Charily, 
continued. 


The  present  state  of  the  property  specified  in  the  foregoing  deeds,  will  appear 
from  the  following  rental : — 


N” 

in  the 
foregoing 
Abstract. 

LAND  AND  HOUSES. 

Measure. 

TENANTS. 

RENT. 

TERM  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

1. 

A tenement  and  garden 

A.  R.  P. 

Two  poor  women 

1 

: ^ * 
1 

<4 

1 

Rent-free. 

and  land,  at  Ratherum 

- - 25 

Widow  of  Job  Bellamy 

_ - - 

Held  together  with  N°  15  and 

2. 

A tenement,  garden  and 
land,  at  Aspley  Ileath. 

A messuage,  garden  and 

2 2 10 

Thomas  Edwards 

5 - - 

1 6,  at  one  rent. — See  below. 
Under  the  terms  of  a lease  for 

3. 

2 3 25 

ftlary  Taylor  - 

undertj 
premise 
pense  o 
nowexj 
let  for 
is  very 

9 5 - 

21  years,  which  expired  at 
Lady-day  1825,  the  lessee 
iking  to  build  a house  on  the 
s,  which  he  has  done  at  an  e.x- 
f about  45L  The  lease  having 
>ired,  the  premises  will  probably 
ibout  seven  guineas.  The  land 
joor. 

Tenant  from  year  to  year. 

9. 

land,  called  Bircli  Croft,  near 
Birchy  Cross. 

Two  tenements  and  land  in 

- - 8 

William  Copage  and 

1 - - 

Lease  for  99  years  from 

the  town  of  Tanworth,  called 
the  Church  Croft,  but  for- 
merly the  Church  House 
Garden. 

Edward  Copage. 

covenan 
house  a 
of  the 
therein 
there  ar 

Lady-day  1739,  granted  to 
George  Copage ; the  lessee 
ting  to  erect  a substantial 
nd  other  buildings,  on  the  site 
two  cottages,  and  to  expend 
20  which  has  been  done  ; but 
e still  two  tenements. 
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N° 

in  tlie 
foregoing 
Abstract. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16’. 


17. 


IS. 


20. 


21. 


LAND  AND  HOUSES. 


Two  tenements,  now  one 
large  messuage,  used  as  a 
workhouse,  with  garden,  &c. 
adjoining  the  church-yard. 

A close  of  liind,  called 
Tybott’s  Croft, at  Wood  End, 
in  Tanworth. 

Four  tenements  at  d“ 

Two  crofts  or  pieces  of 
land,  at  Waring’s  Green,  in 
Tanworth. 

Four  tenements  there 

A croft  or  piece  of  land, 
formerly  in  two  parcels,  at 
Ilshaw  Heath. 

A tenement  and  piece  of 
land,  formerly  in  several  par- 
cels, called  Lovett’s  Fields, 
at  Bickerscourt,  in  Tanworth. 

A piece  of  coppice  ground, 
lately  cleared  and  converted 
into  tillage,  with  a piece  of 
arable  land  adjoining,  near 
Ilshaw  Heath. 

Two  pieces  of  land,  near  Ar- 
nold’s Coppice,  inTanworth. 

Together  with  25  perches 
of  land  near  Ratherum, 
N°  1. 

Three  tenements  at  Ra- 
therum. 

And  a small  pleck  - 

A messuage  and  six  pieces 
of  land,  at  Greet,  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Yardley,  in  Worces* 
tershire. 

Three  tenements  and  gar- 
dens, at  Monkspath-street,  in 
Tanworth. 

A tenement,  garden  and 
small  piece  of  land,  at  the 
Three  Maypoles,  in  Tan- 
worth. 

A tenement  aad  garden,  at 
Hockley  Heath. 

Four  tenements  and  gar- 
dens, at  Cleobury,  in  Tan- 
worth. 

A tenement  and  two  pieces 
of  land,  in  Penn-lane,  near 
the  Portway  turnpike  road. 

A tenement  and  garden,  at 
Ilshaw  Heath. 

A messuage  and  lands, 
called  Turner’s  Lint,  near 
Gilbert’s  Green,  inTanworth. 

A cottage  and  garden,  at 
Hockley,  purchased  by  the 
parish  in  1804. 


Measure. 


A.  R.  P. 
- 1 24 


9 1 12 

- 1 30 

1 2 37 

- - 28 

2 3 29 

8-12 
4 2 26 


1 2 10 


38 


10  2 35 


- 2 35 


6 1 19 


TENANTS. 


Walter  Harding 


Four  poor  people 

W’idow  of  George 
Yardley. 

Four  poor  people 
Thomas  Upton 


Mr.  Insal  Burman  - 


^ Widow  of  Job  Bellamy  - 


Poor  people 

John  Horton  - 
William  Tomlinson 


Poor  people 
Benjamin  Smith 


Poor  people 

Henry  Greatham 

John  Satchwell 
Job  Edwards  - 

Robert  Cranmore 


RENT. 


£.  5.  d. 


12  5 - 


5 - - 


55- 


12  15  - 


7 7- 


54  - - 


TERM  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 


Tenant  from  year  to  year. 
Rent-free. 

Tenant  from  year  to  year. 
Rent-free. 

Tenant  from  year  to  year. 
- - D“. 


D». 


Rent-free. 


Tenant  from  year  to  year. 


Under  an  agreement  for  7 
years  from  Lady-day  1824. 
The  previous  rent  was  601.,  which  the 
then  tenant  found  to  be  more  than  he 
could  pay,  and  gave  up  the  premises. 


- 


4 - - 


Rent-free. 


Tenant  from  year  to  yean— 
See  below. 


Rent-free. 


4. — A rent 
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in  the 
foreftoing 
Abstract. 

RENT  CHARGES  AND  MONEY. 

FROM  WHOM  RECEIVED. 

RENT. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

4. 

A renl-charge  issuing  out  of  land, 
called  Julian’s  Leys,  belonging  to 
Joseph  Fullard. 

D“  - out  of  Shaw’s  Orchard 

Thomas  Butcher,  the 

£.  s.  d, 

2 - - 

5. 

occupier. 

Joseph  Philips,  - d" 

1 - - 

8. 

D®  - out  of  city  lands,  belonging 

Corporation  of  Coventry  - 

2 - - 

19. 

to  the  city  of  Coventry. 

D“  - out  of  a messuage  in  Aspley, 

Bradbury 

2 - - 

6. 

belonging  to Bradbury. 

Interest  of  Masters’s  6/. 

Churchwardens  of  J 
j Tanworth  | 

- 6 -f 

These  sums  are  in  the 

7- 

D"  - of  Mary  Weales  5 - 

- 3 -{ 

hands  of  the  churchwardens, 
who  pay  the  interest. 

Interest  of  Miss  Fletcher’s  dona- 
tion. 

£. 

3 - - 
127  8 - 

With  respect  to  the  house  and  land  near  Gilbert’s  Green,  let  to  Job  Edwards,  Tanworth. 

(No.  21.)  an  understanding  prevails  among  the  trustees,  that  it  was  the  direction  . 

of  the  donor,  John  Cotterell,  that  these  premises  should  be  let  at  a low  rent,  to 
a decayed  tradesman.  They  have  accordingly  been  always  let  at  the  rent  of  Charity, 

4/.  per  annum,  being  under  the  present  value,  which  is  estimated  to  be  from  continued. 

10/.  to  12/.  a year.  The  present  occupier,  Mr.  Job  Edwards,  has  held  the  pre-  ' ' 

mises  about  30  years.  He  is  a maltster,  in  good  circumstances,  but  at  tiie  time 
when  the  premises  were  let  to  him,, there  was  no  person  in  the  place  answering 
the  description  of  a decayed  tradesman,  nor  is  there,  as  we  are  informed,  at  pre- 
sent. Whether  there  may  have  been  any  such,  subsequently  to  Mr.  Edwards’s 
taking  possession,  who  might  have  been  accepted  as  tenants,  we  have  not 
learned. 

As  the  original  grant  of  the  premises  is  not  to  be  found,  we  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  the  notion  above  stated,  as  to  the  required 
mode  of  letting.  Supposing  it  to  be  correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  if  no 
tenant  could  be  found,  answering  the  description  pointed  out  by  the  donor,  the 
trustees  would  be  justified  in  letting  the  premises  to  one  not  answering  that 
description  ; but  in  that  case,  the  reason  for  the  donor’s  direction,  that  they 
should  be  let  at  a low  rent,  would  cease,  and  a full  rent,  ought  we  conceive  to 
be  paid  by  them.  Mr.  Edwards  has  kept  the  premises  in  very  good  condition, 
and  has  improved  the  land,  and  as  he  is  now  old  and  infirm,  the  trustees  are  averse 
to  disturb  his  tenancy.  We  have,  however,  intimated  to  them,  that  they  ought 
to  require  a reasonable  advance  of  rent. 

All  the  lands  held  upon  yearly  tenancies,  except  No.  15,  and  16,  were  let  by 
auction,  in  the  year  1804,  most  of  them  nominally  for  14  years,  at  the  rents  set 
forth  in  the  rental.  These  rents  have  been  since  reduced  10  per  cent,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  difficulties  of  the  times,  but  it  is  proposed  now  to  restore  them  to 
their  full  amount,  which  seems  adequate  to  their  present  value.  No.  15  and  IG, 
have  been  let  subsequently,  and  the  rents  appear  to  be  sufficient. 

The  cottages,  24  in  number,  are  occupied  rent  free,  by  poor  parishioners,  placed 
there  by  the  parish  officers,  the  trustees  considering  this  to  be  a mode  of  apply- 
ing the  charitable  funds,  consistent  with  the  terms  of  their  trust,  and  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  poor,  or  more  so,  than  any  other  mode  of  dealing  with  that  part  of 
their  property  would  be.  The  cottages,  are  in  general,  worth  from  2/.  to  2/.  10.9. 
per  annum.  This  course  of  proceeding,  however,  may  be  attended  with  some 
abuse,  and  even  risk  to  the  trust  property,  if  not  duly  attended  to  by  the  trus- 
tees. At  present  two  of  these  tenements,  viz.  the  cottage  and  land  at  the  three 
May-poles  and  the  cottage  and  land  in  Penn  Lane,  parcels  of  No.  20,  are  occu- 
pied by  persons,  who  were  not  themselves  objects  of  charity,  but  have  succeeded 
to  the  occupation  of  their  parents,  who  had  been  placed  there  as  paupers  by  the 
parish  officers  j and  the  right  of  the  trustees  to  resume  the  possession,  is  disputed; 
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by  these  persons,  on  the  plea,  that  as  they  and  those  whom  they  have  succeeded 
in  the  occupation,  have  held  the  respective  premises  more  than  20  years,  without 
any  payment  of  rent,  they  have  themselves  acquired  a good  title  thereto.  A 
difficulty  is  thus  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  trustees,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
which,  it  has  been  recommended  to  them,  to  require  in  future  from  the  occu- 
piers of  all  the  cottages,  a small  sum  by  way  of  rent,  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  tenancy. 


On  St.Thonias-day. 


On  Good  Friday. 


Out  of  the  trust  income,  above  set  forth,  there  is  distributed 
in  respect  of  Digby’s  and  Dolphin’s  Gift  - - - 

Ditto  of  Cotterell’s  Charity  4/.,  minus  gs.  for  land  tax 
Ditto  of  Masters’s  and  Weale’s  Charities  ---- 
Ditto  of  Miss  Fletcher’s  Charity,  distributed  to  20  poor  widows 
Ditto  of  Wheatley’s  Charity,  distributed  to  four  poor  persons, 
two  on  the  Clay  side,  two  on  the  Heath  side,  as  the 
two  divisions  of  the  parish  are  denominated 
Ditto  of  Clark’s  Charity,  distributed  to  four  poor  widows, 
two  on  the  Clay  side,  and  two  on  the  Heath  side 


£.  s.  d. 
110  - 
311- 


£.  s.  d. 
110  - 

- 1 1 - 

3 - - 


Such  of  these  sums  as  are  not  specifically  distributed,  (together  with  some 
private  charities  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,)  are  given  away  to  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
parish,  in  the  vestry,  in  various  sums  of  5 s.  and  under,  proportioned  to  their 
wants  ; all  poor  families  receive  something. 

It  does  not  appear,  why  no  greater  portion  of  the  rent  derived  from  Digby’s 
donation,  is  applied  to  the  above  money  distribution. 

In  respect  of  the  gift  of  Job  Burman,  there  is  paid  to  the  poor  of  Aspley, 
a hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Wootton  Wawen,  10  5.  a year  ; one  side  of  the  street  in 
Tanworth,  is  in  that  hamlet,  and  this  money  is  given  away  by  the  parish  officers 
of  Tanworth,  in  general  to  two  poor  persons  in  sums  of  ,5s.  each  ; IO5.  is  also 
paid  to  the  parish  officers  of  Feckenham,  to  be  distributed  by  them  to  their 
poor,  and  clothing  is  provided  for  two  poor  men,  and  two  poor  women  of  Tan- 
worth, a coat  and  a shirt  each  to  the  men,  and  a gown  and  linen  to  the  women  ; 
it  has  been  generally  left  to  the  minister  to  select  the  objects. 

The  residue  of  the  rents  is  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  two  schools,  for 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  one  on  each  side  of  the  parish.  The  schools 
are  kept  by  schoolmasters,  one  of  whom  on  the  Town  or  Clay  side,  receives  50/, 
a year,  and  to  the  other,  on  the  Heath  side,  was  till  lately  paid  40/.  a year; 
but  a short  time  ago,  the  schoolmaster  having  quitted,  the  trustees  reduced  the 
salary  of  his  successor,  for  the  present,  to  30/,  in  order  to  assist  in  raising 
a fund  for  the  purchase  of  a school-house,  for  the  town  side.  When  the  10/. 
per  cent  is  again  laid  on  the  rents,  some  addition  will  probably  be  made  to 
this  salary.  Each  schoolmaster  has  agreed  to  educate  40  children.  No  regular 
appointment  of  the  children  takes  place,  but  as  many  as  chose  have  attended. 
The  numbers  have  never  yet  exceeded  40  to  each. 

The  surplus  remaining,  after  the  payment  of  these  salaries,  has  hitherto  beep 
exhausted  by  the  repairs  of  the  trust  premises, 


PARISH  OF  WASPERTON. 

' The  Rev.  George  Hammond’s,  and  Mrs.  Alice  Hammond’s  Charity. 

The  legacy  of  the  Rev.  George  Hammond,  of  400/.,  to  the  several  parishes 
of  Hampton  Lucy,  Alveston,  and  Wasperton,  has  been  already  noticed  in  the 
account  of  the  charities  of  the  former  parish,  where  it  may  be  seen,  that  that 
sum  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  668/.  old  South  sea  annuities,  producing 
annual  dividends  of  20/.  O5.  10</.  of  which  one  moiety  was  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  Hampton  Lucy,  and  the  other  moiety  equally  divided  between  the 
parishes  of  Alveston  and  Wasperton.  The  portion  received  by  the  parish  of 
Wasperton,  is  therefore  51.  O5.  2|</. 

In  addition  to  this  payment,  there  is  also  annually  received  a sum  of  5 /.  1 s.  4</., 
being  the  amount  of  the  dividends  of  I68 /.  I75.  9^.  new  South  sea  annuities,  pur- 
chased with  a legacy  of  100/.  given  by  Mrs.  Alice  Hammond,  to  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  for  the  use  of  its  poor,  in  the  same  terms  jis 
her  bequest  to  the  parish  of  Hampton  Lucy,  and  which  stock  is  now  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Wasperton. 

These 
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These  two  annual  sums  amount  together  to  the  sum  of  10/,  1 5.  6 \ d.i  which 
I is  given  away  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  half  yearly,  at  Christmas  and  Midsummer; 

I till  the  last  distribution,  it  was  customary  to  give  the  whole  away  among  the 
' poor,  indiscriminately ; a list  of  all  the  poor  was  made  out,  and  the  sums  ap- 
portioned among  them,  according  to  the  number  in  a family.  The  present  vicar 
I has  thought  it  right  to  apply  Mr.  Hammond’s  charity,  according  to  the  specific 
' directions  of  his  will,  viz. ; to  four  poor  men  or  women  ; and  at  the  last  distri- 
bution, four  poor  people,  who  had  attended  the  sacrament,  received  l^s.  G d. 

I each,  as  a half  yearly  payment,  under  his  charity.  This  course  will  be  in  future 

continued. 

The  Grammar  School  at  Hampton  Lucy. 

This  parish  is  entitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  grammar  school,  Grammar  School 
founded  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hill,  at  Hampton  Lucy,  the  particulars  of  which  I^ampton  Lucy, 
have  been  given  in  our  account  of  the  charities  of  that  parish. 


PARISH  OF  WELLSBOURN. 

Boyse’s  Free  Schools. 

There  are  two  free-schools  in  the  parish  of  Wellsbourn,  founded  by  the  Rev.  Wellsbourn. 

Richard  Boyse,  the  first  endowment  of  which  appears  to  have  been  by  deeds  of  

lease  and  release,  dated  the  26th  and  27th  November  1723,  whereby  the  said  Bope’s 

Richard  Boyse  granted  to  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt  and  others,  a house  in  Wells-  Schools. 

bourn  Mountford,  which  he  had  purchased  and  converted  into  a school-house  ; 

and  also  a house  in  Warwick,  in  trust,  to  pay  15/.  a-year  out  of  the  rent  of  the 

house  in  Warwick,  to  the  master  of  the  boys  school,  and  the  residue  of  the  rent 

to  the  mistress  of  the  girls  school.  He  afterwards  executed  another  grant  to 

certain  trustees,  including  the  survivors  of  those  named  in  the  deeds  of  1723, 

of  the  same  premises,  with  others  in  addition,  comprising  all  the  trusts  declared 

in  the  above  mentioned  indentures,  with  some  variation  as  to  the  disposal  of 

the  rent  of  the  house  in  Warwick,  and  some  additional  regulations,  with  respect 

to  the  management  of  the  school.  The  latter  grant  may  therefore  be  considered 

as  the  founding  instrument,  and  is  referred  to  as  such  in  the  subsequent  trust 

deeds.  It  is  to  the  following  purport : — 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  15th  and  l6th  August  1739, 
and  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  between  the  Rev.  Richard  Boyse,  of 
Berkswell,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  clerk,  of  the  one  part ; and  Sir  Charles 
Mordaunt,  of  Walton,  in  the  said  county,  baronet,  and  five  others,  of  the  other 
part ; reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Boyse  had  erected  a messuage  or  tene- 
ment in  a certain  place,  within  the  town  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  whereon  a 
cottage  had  lately  stood,  which  he  had  purchased  of  one  Thomas  Banner,  and 
had  converted  the  same  into  a school-house,  fit  and  convenient  to  teach  school 
in,  and  was  minded  to  endow  the  same  with  lands  and  tenements,  sufficient  for 
the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster  for  the  said  school,  and  desirous  that  the 
said  school  should  be  for  ever  thereafter  supplied  with  an  able  sufficient  school- 
master, for  teaching  poor  boys  in  the  English  tongue,  and  in  writing  and  arith- 
metic, or  one  of  them,  and  a man  of  religious,  honest  and  virtuous  conversation 
and  profession,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Protestant  church,  then  established 
in  Great  Britain  j and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Richard  Boyse  was  desirous 
of  settling  lands  and  tenements  for  the  endowment  of  the  said  school,  and  also, 
for  the  endowment  of  another  school  within  the  parish  of  Wellsbourn  Mount- 
ford and  Wellsbourn  Hastings  aforesaid,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  poor 
girls  in  the  English  tongue,  and  also  to  knit  and  sew  plain  work  ; It  was  wit- 
nessed, that  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  the  said  Richard  Boyse  < 
granted  to  the  said  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  &c.  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that 
messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  the  borough  of  War- 
wick, in  or  near  a street  there,  called  Castle- street,  commonly  called  the  King’s 
Head  inn  ; and  also,  that  messuage,  cottage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, situate  in  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  then  converted  into  a school-house ; 
and  also,  that  other  messuage,  cottage  or  tenement,  situate  in  Wellsbourn 
Mountford,  near  the  Pinfold  there,  and  the  piece  of  land  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Pinfold  Close,  thereto  belonging  and  adjoining,  then  in  the  tenure  of  John 
Philips,  or  his  assigns,  under  a lease  theretofore  granted  by  Robert  Boyse,  esq.. 
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father  of  the  said  Richard  Boyse,  for  the  life  of  the  said  John  Philips,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  ^i65.  and  which  said  messuage  or  cottage,  the  said  Richard 
Boyse  was  desirous,  after  the  decease  of  the  said  John  Philips,  to  convert  into 
a school-house,  for  teaching  poor  girls  as  aforesaid;  and  also,  all  that  one 
moiety,  or  fourth  part  share  or  dividend,  of  all  that  other  messuage,  lands  and 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  the  hamlet  of  Ashorn,  in  the  parish 
of  Newbold  Pacey,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  then  in  the  tenure  of  William  Prew, 
which  said  moiety  was  accounted  to  be  worth  upwards  of  8 1.  per  annum,  descended 
to  the  said  Richard  Boyse  by  virtue  of  the  last  will  of  Mr.  Anthony  Blackford, 
late  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford  ; To  hold  the  said  several  premises,  in  trust, 
that  they  the  said  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  &c.  should,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  house  in  Warwick,  pay  to  such  person  as  then  was,  or  at  any  time  there- 
after, should  be  nominated  for  a schoolmaster  for  the  said  school  for  teaching 
poor  boys,  to  be  chosen  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  15/.  a year,  if  so  much 
should  be  yearly  made  of  the  same,  by  half-yearly  payments,  at  Michaelmas  and 
Lady-day,  and  to  keep  or  put  out  to  interest  the  remainder  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  messuage,  to  be  employed  in  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  same: 
And  upon  further  trust,  that  they  should  pay  the  said  annual  moiety,  or  fourth 
part,  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage  and  lands  in  Ashorn,  and  also 
the  annual  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage  in  Wellsbourn  Mountford, 
then  in  the  possession  of  John  Philips,  to  such  person  as  then,  or  at  any  time 
thereafter,  should  be  nominated  for  schoolmistress  to  the  said  school  for  teaching 
poor  girls,  by  half-yearly  payments,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day : And  upon 
further  trust,  that  the  said  trustees  should  permit  the  said  Richard  Boyse,  and 
his  brother,  Robert  Boyse,  during  their  lives,  to  have  the  appointment  and 
power  of  removal  of  the  said  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  ; and  after  the 
deaths  of  the  said  Richard  Boyse  and  Robert  Boyse,  that  the  said  trustees,  as 
often  as  the  room  of  such  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress  should  become  vacant, 
by  death,  removal  or  other  cause,  should  appoint  a successor ; and  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  them,  out  of  the  first  half-year’s  salary,  of  such  new  schoolmaster 
or  schoolmistress,  to  deduct  405.  for  their  trouble  and  charges  about  such  ap- 
pointment ; and  that  in  case  of  disagreement  among  the  trustees,  touching  such 
appointment,  or  any  other  matter  relating  to  the  said  trust,  the  minister  or  in- 
cumbent of  the  parish  of  Wellsbourn,  for  the  time  being,  should  have  a casting 
vote;  And  the  said  Richard  Boyse  thereby  declared,  that  such  schoolmaster 
should  be  obliged  to  teach  the  poor  boys  of  all  such  persons  as  should  be  inha- 
bitants of  the  parish  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  Wellsbourn  Hastings,  Walton 
Morduit,  and  Walton  D’Ville,  above  five  years  old,  English,  writing  and  arith- 
metic, until  they  should  attain  the  age  of  15,  (except  the  children  of  such 
persons  as  should  be  possessed  of  real  estates  of  the  value  of  51.  per  annum,  or 
above,  in  land,  or  should  be  worth  400/.  in  money,  goods,  or  stock  in  land  or 
trade)  ; and  that  the  schoolmistress  should  be  obliged  to  teach  the  poor  girls, 
from  five  years  old,  English,  and  also  to  knit,  and  sew  plain  work,  until  they 
should  attain  the  age  of  twelve  years,  (with  the  like  exception)  : Provided  that, 
if  at  any  time  the  tenants  of  the  said  premises,  or  any  of  them,  should  fail,  or 
the  said  premises  should  become  untenanted,  so  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
same  should  not  be  received,  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  should  be 
exempt  from  teaching  the  said  poor  boys  and  girls,  until  such  time  as  the  rents, 
profits  and  endowments  of  such  particular  school  or  schools,  settled  as  aforesaid, 
might  be  come  at  and  received  by  the  trustees : And  it  was  provided,  that  when- 
ever the  trustees  should  disapprove  of  the  behaviour,  sufficiency  or  ability, 
either  of  the  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  it  should  be  lawful  for  them  to 
remove  such  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress  from  the  said  school : And  it  was 
further  provided,  that  whenever  any  three  or  more  of  the  trustees  should  be 
dead,  the  survivor  should  convey  the  premises  to  such  and  so  many  other  per- 
sons of  credit  and  ability,  living  in  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  Wellsbourn  Hastings, 
and  Walton  Morduit,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  the  grantees, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid  ; and  that  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Wellsbourn,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  heir 
male  of  the  name  and  family  of  the  said  Richard  Boyse,  if  such  there  be,  should 
for  ever  be  three  of  the  trustees,  to  whose  use  the  premises  should  be  conveyed; 
and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  deduct  the  charge  of  making 
such  conveyance  out  of  the  next  ensuing  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  and 
schoolmistress. 
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By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  dated  22d  and  23d  October  I770,  Sir 
Charles  Mordaunt,  only  surviving  trustee  of  those  named  in  the  last  mentioned 
deed,  (after  reciting  among  other  things,  that  there  was  no  heir  male  of  the 
name  and  family  of  the  said  Richard  Boyse  then  living,)  conveyed  the  premises 
to  new  trustees,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

In  these  deeds  the  premises  in  Warwick  are  described  as  consisting  of  two 
stables,  with  gardens  thereto  belonging,  and  a building,  then  lately  used  as 
a coach-house,  with  the  garden  thereto  belonging,  in  the  several  occupations 
of  three  tenants,  therein  mentioned ; which  premises  were  formerly  known  by 
the  name  of  the  King’s  Head  Inn,  but  the  ancient  messuage  became  ruinous, 
so  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  take  the  same  down,  and  convert  the 
buildings  in  manner  above  mentioned.  The  deeds  also  describe  the  house  and 
Pinfold  close,  in  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  formerly  in  the  tenure  of  John 
Philips,  to  be  then  in  the  occupation  of  Edmund  Dewes,  whose  wife  was 
schoolmistress  of  the  girls  school.  They  convey  the  estate  in  Ashorn,  as  an  un- 
divided fourth  part  or  share  of  the  premises. 

Some  years  after  this,  an  exchange  was  made  of  the  premises  in  Warwick  for 
some  land  in  Kenilworth,  which  was  carried  into  effect  by  the  following  deed  : 

By  indenture  of  exchange,  dated  l6th  June  I788,  between  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt, of  Walton,  baronet.  Court  Dewes,  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  esquire, 
and  Samuel  Aylworth,  late  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  but  then  of  Halford,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  (the  then  surviving  trustees,)  of  the  one  part;  and 
Thomas  Greenway,  of  Warwick,  gentleman,  of  the  other  part;  the  said  Sir 
John  Mordaunt,  Court  Dewes,  and  Samnel  Aylworth,  granted  to  the  said 
Thomas  Greenway,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  stable,  with  the  garden 
thereto  belonging,  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Thomas  Greenway  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  4/.,  situate  in  or  adjoining  to  the  Castle-street,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary,  in  the  borough  of  Warwick ; and  also,  all  that  other  stable  and 
garden,  with  a way  or  passage  leading  therefrom  to  a lane  called  Vineyard 
Lane,  in  the  said  parish  and  borough,  then  in  the  occupation  of  David  Saunders, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  2/.;  and  also,  all  that  other  tenement,  lately  used  as 
a coach-house,  adjoining  to  the  Vineyard  Lane,  with  the  garden  thereto  be- 
longing, then  in  the  occupation  of  John  Stanbridge,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2/.; 
all  which  premises  adjoined  together,  and  contained  by  admeasurement  in  the 
whole  33  perches,  and  were  situate  in  or  near  the  Castle-street  aforesaid,  and 
comprised  all  the  site  and  ground  of  a messuage,  theretofore  called  the  King’s 
Head  Inn,  and  the  stables,  out-buildings  and  garden  thereto  belonging,  which 
messuage  being  very  ancient,  and  in  a ruinous  condition,  was  necessarily  pulled 
down,  together  with  all  walls,  mounds,  fences,  watercourses,  &c.  and  appur- 
tenances; to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  Thomas  Green  way,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  and  in  exchange  for  all  those  tliree  closes  of  arable  or  pasture  land,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  said  Thomas  Greenway,  called  the  Broomfields,  containing 
by  admeasurement,  6 a.  1r.  32p.  in  the  parish  of  Kenilworth,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick ; and  the  said  Thomas  Greenway  thereby  granted  to  the  said  Sir 
John  Mordaunt,  Court  Dewes,  and  Samuel  Aylworth,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  said  three  closes  of  land,  called  the  Broomfields,  then  held  by  Thoma^ 
Saunders,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  9/.;  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  exchange  for  the  said  premises  so  by  them  granted  to  the  said  Thomas 
Greenway,  as  aforesaid. 

Immediately  after  this  transaction,  the  vacancies  of  the  trustees  were  filled 
up  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  17th  and  18th  June  I788,  whereby 
the  said  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Court  Dewes,  and  Samuel  Aylworth,  conveyed 
the  trust  premises,  substituting  the  lands  in  Kenilworth  by  the  foregoing  de- 
scription for  the  premises  in  Warwick,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of  Charles 
Mordaunt,  of  Walton,  esquire,  eldest  son  of  the  said  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  John 
Venour,  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  esquire,  and  the  Rev.  Jolin  Henry  Williams, 
vicar  of  Wellsbourn,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indentures  of  1739. 

On  the  19th  June  I788,  the  new  trustees  demised  the  land  in  Kenilworth  to 
Thomas  Greenway,  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  preceding,  at  the  yearly  rent 
pf  10/. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  exchange  are  not  explained,  either  by  the 
Rep.  15.  d I 2 recitals 
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recitals  in  the  deed  of  exchange,  or  by  any  other  documents  that  we  have  met 
with,  and  we  are  therefore  unable  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  its  expediency. 

One  more  renewal  of  trustees  has  taken  place,  by  deed  of  lease  and  release 
of  the  1808,  whereby  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  John  Venour,  esq. 

and  the  Rev.  John  Henry  Williams,  surviving  trustees,  conveyed  the  trust 
premises,  described  as  in  the  last  preceding  deeds,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and 
of  Bernard  Dewes,  of  Wellsbourn,  esquire,  William  Little,  of  Newbold  Pacey, 
esquire,  and  the  Rev.  John  Lucy,  of  Charlcote. 

Subsequently  to  the  last  trust  deed,  a partition  has  been  made  of  the  estate 
in  Ashorn,  which  took  place  under  the  following  circiunstances ; — 

In  October  1790,  the  trustees  devised  their  undivided  fourth  part  of  the 
lands  and  premises  in  Ashorn,  for  21  years  from  Michaelmas  then  last,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  20/.  to  Mr.  Thomas  Burdon,  the  occupier  of  the  property,  and 
owner  of  the  other  three  parts ; Burdon’s  interest  in  the  estate,  and  in  the  lease 
afterwards  passed  to  Mr.  William  Dodwell,  who  let  the  whole  (as  appears  from 
a memorandum  found  among  the  school  documents),  including  a farm-house, 
and  a mill,  which  had  been  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
three-fourths,  to  George  Eyre,  at  the  rent  of  about  157/.  After  the  expira- 
tion of  the  lease  to  Burdon  at  Michaelmas  1811,  some  dispute  took  place  between 
the  trustees  and  Dodwell,  as  to  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid  for  their  fourth 
part,  and  concerning  certain  sums  disbursed  by  Dodwell,  for  the  repairs  of  the 
building,  &c. ; and  it  was  at  last  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  in  difference  to  the 
arbitration  of  Wriothesly  Digby,  esquire,  of  Meriden,  who  was  to  direct  what 
should  be  done  for  preventing  disputes  thereafter. 

Mr.  Digby  made  and  published  his  award  the  18th  August  1818,  and  thereby 
ordered  that  Dodwell  should  pay  to  the  trustees  from  Michaelmas  1812,  the 
yearly  rent  of  34/.  for  their  fourth  part  of  the  premises,  till  his  holding  should 
be  terminated  by  six  months  notice,  either  by  him  or  the  trustees ; the  rent 
to  be  clear  of  all  deductions,  exce})t  the  landlord’s  property-tax,  and  all  repairs 
to  be  done  by  the  tenant.  And  after  making  some  further  orders,  as  to  extra- 
ordinary repairs  of  or  rebuilding  the  farm-house  and  out-buildings,  the  arbitrator, 
for  preventing  disputes  between  the  parties  in  future,  awarded  and  ordered, 
that  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be  partition  should  be  made  between  the 
parties,  and  that  for  that  purpose  one  or  more  surveyors,  as  the  parties  should 
agree,  should  be  employed  to  value  the  whole  of  the  estate  and  premises,  with 
the  timber  thereon,  from  which  total  value  he  or  they  should,  in  the  first  place,  , 
deduct  the  then  present  value  of  the  house,  exclusive  of  the  ground  on  which 
it  stood,  and  of  the  timber  employed  therein,  and  also  of  the  out-buildings 
(except  such  as  were  built  at  the  same  time  with  the  houses,  or  since),  and  alsofc^, 
the  then  present  value  of  the  mill,  and  should  then  proceed  to  allot  the  said*®,, 
house,  buildings  and  mill,  together  with  land  and  timber  growing  thereon,  equall*  ' 
in  value  to  three-fourth  parts  of  the  residue  of  the  total  value,  after  such 
deductions,  lying  contiguous  to  or  convenient  to  be  occupied  with  the  said 
house  and  buildings,  as  and  for  the  part  and  share  of  the  said  William  Dodwell, 
in  the  whole  of  the  said  estate;  and  should  then  allot  land  and  timber  growing 
thereon,  equal  in  value  to  one-fourth  part  of  the  residue  of  the  total  value,  after 
such  deductions,  lying  conveniently  to  be  occupied  together,  and  having  fit 
and  commodious  access  for  occupation,  as  and  for  the  part  or  share  of  the 
trustees  in  the  whole  of  the  said  estate  and  premises ; and  the  arbitrator 
ordered,  that  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be,  after  such  valuation  and  allot- 
ments should  be  made  and  notified  to  the  parties,  they  should  join  in  executing 
such  proper  and  legal  deeds  and  instruments,  as  might  be  necessary  for  con- 
veying and  assuring  to  each  his  and  their  allotment  respectively,  in  full  satis- 
faction for  his  and  their  undivided  share  and  shares  in  the  said  messuage,  mill, 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments. 

In  pursuance  of  this  award,  by  indenture  of  release,  grounded  on  a lease  for  a 
year,  and  dated  9th  October  1819,  between  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  bart.  the  Rev. 
John  Lucy,  of  Charlcote,  Bernard  Dewes,  of  Wellsbourn,  esq.  William  Little,  of 
Newbold  Pacey,  the  Rev.  John  Henry  Williams,  of  Wellsbourn,  and  the  Rev. 
John  Venour,  ofBourton,  being  trustees  of  the  free  school  of  Wellsbourn,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  of  the  first  part;  William  Dodwell,  of  Ashorn,  in  the  said 
county  of  Warwick,  farmer,  and  Ann  his  wife,  of  the  second  part ; Charles 
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Palmer,  of  Coleshill,  in  the  said  county,  gentleman,  in  whom  the  premises  therein- 
after mentioned  were  vested,  with,  and  in  trust,  for  the  said  William  Dodwell,  of 
the  third  part ; Richard  Kemble,  of  Castle  Bromwich,  in  the  said  county,  of  the 
fourth  part ; and  John  Dale,  of  Coleshill  aforesaid,  of  the  fifth  part ; reciting 
the  several  indentures  before  mentioned,  as  far  as  relate  to  the  premises  in  the 
parish  of  Ashorn,  and  the  submission  to  arbitration  and  award  of  Wriothesly 
Digby,  esq.  as  aforesaid  ; and  further  reciting,  that  the  trustees  and  William 
Dodwell  had  appointed  William  Whately,  of  Wellsbourn,  and  Robert  Benton,  of 
Dunton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  surveyors,  for  the  purpose  of  estimating  and 
allotting  the  premises  pursuant  to  the  said  award;  and  that  the  said  William 
Whateley  and  Robert  Benton,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  dated  bth  November 
1813,  did  assign,  set  out  and  allot,  to  and  for  the  said  William  Dodwell,  the  said 
messuage,  house  or  tenement,  and  buildings,  with  the  yard,  garden  and  rick- 
yard,  windmill  and  appurtenances,  thereto  belonging,  and  also  the  parcels  of 
land  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  of  or  about  the  several  quantities  thereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say  ; the  Long  Close,  containing  6a.  1r.  SOp.,  the  Barley 
Close,  containing  10a.  1 r.  30p.,  the  Barn  Close,  13a.  2r.  14p.,  the  Little 
Barn  Close,  7 a.  & 38  p.,  the  south  part  or  end  of  the  close  called  the  Marie  Pit 
Closes,  as  the  same  was  then  marked  and  staked  out,  10a.  3r.  Up.,  the 
House  Close,  11a.  3r.  6p.,  the  Little  Marie  Pit  Ground,  10a.  3r.  16p.,  the 
New  Meadow,  2 a.  & 34 p.,  and  the  Ox  Meadow,  4a.  & 13 p.,  and  also  a right 
of  a carriage  and  drift  road  through  a close  thereinafter  mentioned  and  allotted 
to  the  said  trustees,  called  the  Ford  Piece;  which  said  premises,  with  the  timber 
growing  thereon,  and  together  with  the  sum  of  6/.  4.s.  \0d.,  to  be  paid  by  the 
said  trustees  to  the  said  William  Dodwell,  as  thereinafter  directed,  they 
de(4ared  and  deemed  to  be  equal  in  value  to  three-fourth  parts  of  the  residue  of 
the  total  value  of  the  said  premises  ; And  did  also  assign  and  allot,  to  and  for  the 
said  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  &c.  trustees  as  aforesaid,  all  those  several  closes  of 
land,  after  mentioned,  (that  is  to  say) ; Ashorn  Close,  containing  9a.  3r.  Ip., 
Morton  Meadow,  3a.  & 9p.,  the  north  end  of  the  said  Marie  Pit  Ground^ 
as  the  same  was  marked  and  staked  out,  4a.,  the  Ford  Piece,  10a.  1 r.  24  p., 
subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  right  of  a carriage  or  drift  road  in  its  then  direction, 
to  and  for  the  said  William  Dodwell,  and  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  said 
messuage,  lands  and  premises,  allotted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  through  and  over  the 
said  piece  of  land  called  the  Ford  Piece ; which  said  premises,  together  with 
the  timber  growing  thereon,  subject  to  the  said  road,  and  to  the  payment  of  the 
sum  of  6/.  4<s.  lOd.  by  the  said  trustees  to  the  said  William  Dodwell,  as 
thereinafter  mentioned,  they  did  declare,  deem  and  consider  to  be  equal  in 
value  to  one-fourth  part  of  the  residue  of  the  total  value,  as  and  for  the  part  and 
share  of  the  said  tru^ees  in  the  said  estate  and  premises  ; And  the  said  William 
Whateley  and  Robert  Benton  allotted  and  directed,  that  the  said  trustees  should 
pay  to  the  said  William  Dodwell  the  sum  of  6/.  4^.  10  d.,  in  order  to  balance 
the  respective  values  of  the  premises  ; and  after  further  reciting  certain  pro- 
visions in  the  marriage  settlement  of  the  said  William  Dodwell  and  Ann  his  wife. 
It  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  the  sum  of 
€1  4<s.  10  d.  paid  to  the  said  William  Dodwell  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  and  other  considerations  therein  mentioned,  the  said  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt 
and  others  of  the  first  part,  and  the  said  William  Dodwell,  according  to  their 
respective  estates,  rights  and  interests,  granted,  released  and  confirmed, 
and  the  said  Charles  Palmer  and  Richard  Kemble,  at  the  request  and  by  the 
direction  of  the  said  William  Dodwell  and  Ann  his  wife,  released  and  for  ever 
quit  claimed  to  the  said  John  Dale,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  the  said  premises 
allotted  by  the  said  William  Whately  and  Robert  Benton,  as  before  described 
and  set  forth  [repeating  the  description] ; to  hold  the  same  to  the  uses  following, 
that  is  to  say  ; as  to  the  parcels  before  described,  to  be  allotted  to  tlie  said 
William  Dodwell,  and  the  right  of  way  and  passage  before  mentioned  over  the 
Ford  Piece,  in  trust,  after  certain  previous  limitations,  for  the  said  William 
Dodwell,  his  heirs  and  assigns ; and  as  to  the  said  parcels  of  land  before 
described  to  be  allotted  to  the  trustees,  subject  to  the  right  of  way  over  the  Ford 
Piece  as  aforesaid,  to  the  use  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  said  indenture  of  release  thereinbefore 
recited,  [viz.  the  release  of  the  l6th  August  1739,  above  abstracted],  and  to 
be  held  in  severalty  by  them,  in  lieu  of  and  in  satisfaction  for  their  one  undivided 
fourth  part  of  the  several  hereditaments  thereinbefore  mentioned. 

Rep.  1,5.  4 I 3 
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Wellsbourn. 


Boyse’s 
Free  Schools, 
continued. 

^ - . ' ^ 


The  property  belonging  to  this  charity,  now  consists  of  the  following 
parcels  : — 


1.  — About  five  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Kenilworth,  let  to Steel, 

as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rent  of  - 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  lease  to  Greenway,  before-mentioned, 
at  Lady-day  1809,  this  land  was  let  to  Steel,  at  15/.  15  s.  a year. 
In  1822,  the  rent  was  reduced  to  its  present  amount. 

2.  — About  27  acres  qf  land  in  the  parish  of  Ashorn,  let  to  William  Dodwell, 

as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rent  of  - 

This  rent  is  subject  to  a deduction  of  18  s.  ^d.  per  annum,  for 
land-tax. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts,  that  the  land  allotted  to  the 
trustees  in  severalty,  by  Messrs.  Whately  and  Benton,  was  held  by 
Dodwell,  at  40/.  per  annum,  from  i8i6  till  1822,  when  the  rent 
was  reduced  to  34/. 

3. — A house  and  about  half  an  acre  of  land,  now  used  as  a garden,  in  Wells- 

bourn, being  the  premises  given  by  the  founder  for  the  residence  of 
the  mistress  of  the  girls  school,  let  to  John  Nichols,  under  an 
agreement  with  the  trustees  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1822,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  - --  --  --  --  - 

the  tenant  undertaking  to  expend  50/.  at  least,  within  the  first  two 
years  in  repairs,  and  to  keep  the  premises  in  good  repair  during 
the  term. 

This  house  having  become  very  much  dilapidated,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  let  the  premises  on  a repairing  lease,  and  to  provide 
the  schoolmistress  with  a residence  in  the  other  school-house,  given 
by  the  founder. 

We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  all  the  foregoing  premises  are 
let  at  sufficient  rents. 

4.  — The  premises  in  Wellsbourn,  given  by  Mr.  Boyse,  for  the  boys  school 

and  residence  of  the  schoolmaster,  comprising  a dwelling-house  and 
garden,  on  part  of  which  two  new  school-rooms,  one  for  the  boys  and 
the  other  for  the  girls,  have  been  within  these  few  years  erected  by 
the  late  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  at  his  own  expense.  Some  additions 
were  at  the  same  time  made  to  the  house,  and  a part  of  it  has  been 
allotted  for  the  residence  of  the  schoolmistress. 


£.  s.  d. 
14  - - 


34  - - 


1010  - 


£. 


58  10  - 


This  is  the  whole  permanent  income  of  the  charity,  the  only  portion  of  which, 
strictly  applicable  under  the  terms  of  Mr.  Boyse’s  endowment  to  the  boys 
school,  is  the  rent  of  the  land  in  Kenilworth.  This  having  become  a very 
inadequate  remuneration  for  the  schoolmaster,  a subscription  was  entered  into 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  him  with  a sufficient  salary.  It  appears  from  the 
trust  accounts,  which  commence  in  1808,  previously  to  which  time  it  seems  ei 
that  the  rents  were  received  by  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  themselves, 
that  the  subscription  then  amounted  to  20/.  2^.,  and  it  continued  at  that 
amount  till  1825,  when  by  the  cessation  of  one  annual  contribution,  it  was 
reduced  to  24/.  This  added  to  the  rents,  makes  the  total  annual  income  at 
present,  82/.  IO5. 

The  rents  and  subscription  are  all  brought  into  one  account,  out  of  which 
the  schoolmaster  is  paid  a salary  of  40/.  a year,  and  the  schoolmistress,  a salary 
of  30/.  a year,  and  both  have  their  residences,  rent  free,  in  the  school-house 
belonging  to  the  boys  school.  Tlie  schoolmistress  also  receives  an  allowance 
of  2/.  a year,  as  a compensation  for  the  garden  attached  to  her  former  dwelling, 
now  let  to  Nichols, 

The  rest  of  the  income  is  applied  in  the  payment  of  the  land-tax  on  the 
estate  in  Ashorne,  amounting  to  18  5.  4>d.  a year,  in  repairs  of  the  school  pre- 
mises, and  in  providing  copy  books,  slates,  and  other  articles,  for  the  use  of  the 
school.  The  average  amount  of  these  items  for  the  last  three  years,  was 
8/.  15s.  lOd.,  making  the  total  average  expenditure,  by  the  year,  80/.  15^.  lOr/., 
about  1/.  145.  less  than  the  total  annual  income. 

In  1809,  some  timber  was  sold  off  the  land  in  Kenilworth,  and  pioduced 
108/.  195. ; and  in  I8I6,  other  timber  was  sold  from  the  land  in  Ashorne,  the 
net  produce  of  which  was  49/.  135.  These  sums  were  brought  into  the  general 
account,  and  are  to  be  accounted  for,  first,  by  the  deficiency  of  the  master’.^ 

income 
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income  in  1808,  when  the  land  at  Kenilworth  produced  only  8/.  ; secondly,  by 
the  charges  of  preparing  the  new  trust-deed  in  that  year;  thirdly,  by  the  expenses 
attending  the  award  and  partition,  valuing  timber,  and  fencing  and  letting  the 
allotted  premises,  which  amounted  altogether  to  about  60/. ; and  fourthly,  by 
repairs  and  improvements  of  the  school  premises.  At  Michaelmas  1825,  after 
all  charges  defrayed,  there  was  a balance  in  hand  of  \l.  17<s.  5d.y  and  a year’s 
rents  and  subscription  were  then  due,  applicable  to  the  disbursements  of  the 
ensuing  year. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  salary  paid  to  the  master,  somewhat  exceeds  the 
portion  of  the  present  income  strictly  applicable  to  that  purpose,  which  amounts 
only  to  38/.,  viz.;  14</.  from  the  Kenilworth  rent,  and  24/.  from  the  subscrip- 
tion ; and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  schoolmistress’s  salary  falls  short  of  the 
amount  of  the  rents  of  Ashorne  land,  and  of  the  house  let  to  Nichols,  the 
whole  of  which,  according  to  the  terms  of  Boyse’s  endowment,  seem  applicable 
to  her  use.  But  as  the  present  application  of  the  revenues  provides  a sufficient 
salary  for  both,  and  affords  the  means  of  maintaining  both  schools  in  an  efficient 
state ; and  as  it  appears  evident,  that  in  the  original  apportionment  of  the  pro- 
perty, the  founder  contemplated  a more  ample  provision  for  the  master  than  for 
the  mistress,  we  do  not  think  any  reasonable  objection  can  be  made  to  the 
arrangement.  Indeed,  as  the  premises  let  to  Nichols,  were  given  for  the  resi- 
dence of  the  schoolmistress,  and  as  she  is  now  provided  with  a residence  out  of 
the  property  given  for  the  schoolmaster,  there  seems  good  reason  why  Nichols’s 
rent  should  be  applied  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  charity. 

In  these  schools,  all  the  poor  children,  inhabitants  of  Wellsbourn  and  Walton, 
who  choose  to  attend,  are  admitted  on  application  to  the  vicar,  or  his  curate, 
and  receive  instruction  gratis.  The  boys  are  taught  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic;  and  the  girls,  reading  and  needlework.  The  schools  are  under  the 
constant  inspection  of  the  vicar  and  curate,  who  state  to  us  that  they  are  very 
well  conducted.  There  are  at  present  115  scholars  on  the  foundation,  50  in 
the  boys  school,  and  65  in  the  girls  school. 

Venour’s  Charity. 

John  Venour,  of  Great  Kingtown,  [Kineton]  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  by  his 
will,  dated  the  14th  June  1727,  bequeathed  to  the  town  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford, 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  the  sum  of  30/.,  to  be  paid  and  laid  out  by  his  exe- 
cutor, within  six  months  next  after  his  death,  in  free  lands,  or  an  annuity  or 
rent-charge,  well  secured,  of  as  much  as  could  be  purchased  for  the  same, 
which  should  be  by  his  executor  settled  upon  and  conveyed  to  the  then  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Wellsbourn,  and  their 
successors,  for  ever;  and  the  said  annuity  or  rent-charge,  or  profits  arising  there- 
from, he  appointed  should  be  yearly,  by  the  minister,  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford,  disposed  of,  in  buying  three  cloth  gowns 
for  two  men  and  one  woman,  of  the  town  of  Wellsbourn  Mountford  aforesaid, 
being  of  good  reputation,  and  not  dissenting  from  the  church  of  England,  to 
be  given  them  yearly,  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  day ; and  in  default  of  poor 
of  Wellsbourn  Mountford  in  any  year  to  accept  of  them,  he  appointed  that  such 
as  should  be  undisposed  of  in  such  year,  should  be  given  to  the  poor  of  Wells- 
bourn Hastings : And  he  charged  all  his  personal  estate  with  the  payment  of 
his  legacies,  and  the  overplus  thereof,  after  payment  of  his  debts,  legacies  and 
funeral  expenses,  he  bequeathed  unto  his  nephew  and  godson,  John  Venour  of 
Wellsbourn  Mountford  aforesaid,  whom  he  made  sole  executor  of  his  said  will. 

We  learn  from  the  testimony  of  some  old  parishioners  of  Wellsbourn  Mount- 
ford, that  during  the  life-time  of  the  late  John  Venour,  esq.  of  Wellsbourn, 
gowns  and  coats  were  given  away  among  the  poor  of  that  hamlet,  seemingly  in 
performance  of  this  charity.  They  were  given  away,  however,  by  Mr.  Venour 
himself,  not  by  the  minister  and  parish  officers,  and  the  donations  caused  upon 
Mr.  Venour’s  death,  which  took  place  many  years  ago. 

We  do  not  find  that  any  investment  was  made  of  the  30/.,  as  directed  by  the 
donor.  It  probably  remained  among  the  residuary  property  in  the  hands  of  the 
late  Mr.  Venour.  We  are  informed,  that  this  gentleman,  by  his  will,  which 
was  dated  18th  June  1787>  devised  his  personal  estate,  and  certain  real  estates. 
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to  trustees  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.  We  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to 
learn  what  was  done  under  this  devise,  but  there  seems  reason  to  fear,  that  this 
sum  of  30/.  was  not  known  as  a debt  due  from  Mr.  Venour,  and  that  conse- 
quently no  provision  was  made  for  it. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  again  to  the  will  of  John  Venour,  of  Kineton, 
respecting  a similar  benefaction  given  thereby  to  the  poor  of  Great  Kineton, 
when,  if  any  thing  further  should  be  learned  as  to  the  fate  of  this  charity,  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  noticing  it. 
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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  THE 

CITY  OF  YORK. 


Cit}^  of  York ; 

The  Maison  Dieu,  or  Mer- 
' chant  Tailors  Hospital. 

Parish  of  All  Saints,  North- 
street: 

’ The  feoffee  or  parish  estate. 
Benefactions. 

Parish  of  St.  Martin-cum-GrC' 
- gory: 

Hill’s  and  other  charities. 
Poor’s  stock. 

’fhe  church  estate. 


Parish  of  St.  Michael-le-Belfry : 

The  feoffee  estate. 
Rent-charges. 

Bread  funds. 

Allen’s  gift. 

Costobadie’s  and  otherjgifts. 

Parish  of  St.  Wilfrid  united  with 
the  Parish  of  St.  Michael-le- 
Belfry  : 

The  feoffee  estate. 
Wombwell’s  charity. 
Farnell’s  charity. 


Parish  of  the  Hoi)' Trinity  King’s 
Court,  otherwise  Christ  Church : 

The  parish  estate. 

Arlish’s  charity. 

Chambers’s  charity. 
Rogerson’s  gift. 

Vaux’s  charity. 

Ti  reman’s  gift. 

Ann  Taylor’s  gift. 

Elcock’s  donation. 

Shaw'’s  charity. 

Mason’s  gift. 

Lost  charities. 


CITY  OF  YORK. 


The  Maison  Dieu,  or  Merchant  Tailors  Hospital. 

This  hospital,  which  adjoins  the  hall  of  the  Company  of  Merchant  Tailors, 
contains  four  small  tenements,  and  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  four  poor  decayed 
brothers  of  the  company,  or  their  widows. 

The  only  permanent  property  of  the  charity  is  a rent-charge  of  10  5.  a year, 
out  of  lands  in  the  parish  of  Holtby,  devised  by  John  Straker,  in  1669,  to  the 
poor  in  the  hospital,  and  a rent-charge  of  10/.  a year,  granted  by  the  company, 
by  deed,  dated  20th  June  17>54>  out  of  premises  in  Micklegate,  and  in  Haver 
Garth  without  Walmgate. 

From  the  rent-charges,  and  an  allowance  made  by  the  company  out  of  their 
funds,  the  ahn.speople  receive  each  of  them  4/.  15  5.  Qd.  per  annum,  by  quarterly 
payments. 


City  of  York. 

The  IMaison  Dieu, 
or  Merchant:  Tai- 
lors Hospital. 

V / 


PARISH  OF  ALL  SAINTS,  NORTH  STREET. 


The  Feoffee,  or  Parish  Estate. 

This  property  is  vested  in,  and  under  the  management  of  feoffees,  in  trust, 
part  of  it  being  appropriated,  under  ancient  feoffment  deeds,  “ for  the  repairs 
of  the  parish  church,  the  maintenance  of  the  curate  or  minister  of  the  parish, 
the  relief  of  poor  people  within  the  same,  and  for  such  other  godly  uses,  as,  to 
the  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  with  the  consent  of  the  feoffees  and  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants,  should  seem  meet  and  convenient and  other  part 
having  been  given  by  Thomas  Atkinson  and  Peter  Middleton,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor. 

The  estate  consists  of  the  particulars,  and  is  let  in  the  manner  following ; — 


In  Tanner  Row,  m this  Parish. 

Four  messuages,  with  small  gardens  attached  to  two  of  them,  let  to  different 
persons  as  yearly  tenants  - 

A garth,  let  to  William  Coates  T."."  " " " " 

A house,  and  building  behind,  subdivided  into  five  small  tenements,  two  of 
which  are  occupied  by  paupers,  and  the  rest  by  different  persons,  as  yearly 
tenants 

A garden,  adjoining  the  last-mentioned  premises,  let  to  George  Simpson, 
from  year  to  year 

Two  stables,  in  the  occupation  of  Robert  Foster  and  another  - - - j 

A house,  garden  and  stable,  let  to  Mrs.  Anne  Collet  _ - - - 

A small  orchard,  let  to  Robert  Foster  ------- 

In  North  Street. 

A dwelling-house,  garden  and  out-offices,  occupied  by  George  Simpson, 
under  a building  lease  for  gg  years  from  May  1786  _ - - - 

A house  and  yard,  let  to  Robert  Foster 

Three  small  cottages,  adjoining  the  church-yard  of  All  Saints,  in  the  occu- 
pation of  poor  persons,  rent  free  -------- 


Yearly  Rents. 

£.  s.  d. 

48  5 - 

410  - 


1110  - 

1 11  6 

5 11  6’ 

20  - - 

5 - - 


10  10  - 

4 - - 
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All  Saints,  North 
Street. 


In  Casllegate,  York. 

A messuage,  let  to  Isaac  Spencer  - - - 


The  Feoffee,  or 
Parish  Estate, 
continued. 


Rent-Charges,  or  Annual  Payments. 

For  the  site  of  a tenement  in  Collier  Gate,  removed,  in  1763,  to  widen  the 
street  - 

Out  of  a small  piece  of  ground  in  Castlegate,  formerly  called  Hither  Water 
Lane,  belonging  to  Richard  Hawkins  ------- 

Out  of  a garth  in  North  Street,  belonging  to  John  Jackson  - - _ 


[City,  &c. 

£.  s.  d. 

30  - - 


3 - - 


- 5 - 

- - 8 


Total 


- 144  3 8 


The  four  messuages  and  garths  in  Tanner-row,  first  above  described,  were 
derived,  as  is  understood,  from  the  gifts  of  Atkinson  and  Middleton ; but 
the  rents  of  them  are  at  present  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  a debt  of 
300 1,  incurred  in  the  course  of  proceedings  which  were  taken  a few  years 
ago,  for  setting  aside  a lease  of  the  premises  which  had  been  improvidently 
granted,  and  which  lease  (the  matter  in  dispute  having  been  referred  to  arbi- 
tration), was,  in  181 7»  awarded  to  be  given  up  to  be  cancelled  on  certain  condi- 
tions. At  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  part  of  the  rents  which  had  accrued  since 
the  premises  were  relet,  had  been  expended  in  repairs,  and  in  paying  the  interest 
of  the  debt,  and  there  was  a balance  of  28/.  in  hand,  applicable  to  the  reduction 
of  the  debt. 

The  parish  estate  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  certain  charity 
funds,  after  mentioned,  the  principal  of  which  has  been  at  different  times 
expended  in  repairs  of  part  of  the  premises.  After  provision  made  for  such 
interest,  there  are  paid  out  of  the  rents  the  yearly  stipends  of  20/.  a year  to 
the  rector,  five  guineas  to  the  parish  clerk,  and  five  guineas  to  the  sexton,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  rents  is  laid  out  in  repairs  of  the  parish  church,  under  the 
direction  of  the  feoffees  and  churchwardens. 

Benefactions. 

Benefactions.  Elizabeth  Harland,  by  will,  dated  21st  October  1782,  gave  200/.  to  be  placed 
out  by  the  feoffees  of  the  parish  estates,  and  the  interest  thereof  distributed  at 
Christmas  amongst  decayed  housekeepers,  or  other  poor  persons  residing  within 
the  parish  of  All  Saints.  The  interest  of  this  gift,  8 /.  a year,  is  paid  out  of 
the  rents  of  part  of  the  parish  estates,  and  is  distributed  by  the  feoffees,  at  Christ- 
mas, among  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  who  do  not  receive  parochial  relief. 

Widow  JVaid,  in  1730,  gave  25  /.,  the  interest  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor, 
by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  ; and  Ann  Orfear,  in  I788,  bequeathed 
100  /.  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  in  trust,  to  distribute  the  interest 
in  coals,  during  Christmas  week,  amongst  poor  and  necessitous  families  in  the 
parish.  The  interest  of  these  gifts  is  also  paid  out  of  the  rents  of  part  of  the 
parish  estate. 

Dorothy  Bowes,  by  will,  dated  21st  November  179T,  bequeathed  100/.  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  to  be  invested  in  stock,  the  dividends  thereof  to 
be  distributed  in  coals,  in  the  winter,  amongst  poor  housekeepers  and  inhabitants 
within  the  parish,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  and 
such  trustees  as  should  be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  parishioners.  This 
legacy  has  been  invested  in  the  purchase  of  134/.  IO5.  3\d.  reduced  annuities, 
producing  a dividend  of  51.  9^.  2c/.  per  annum. 

The  annual  produce  of  the  three  last  mentioned  benefactions  is  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  coals,  which  are  distributed  in  the  winter  among  poor  persons 
selected  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  MARTIN  CUM  GREGORY. 

Hill’s  and  other  Charities. 

St.  Martin-cum-  Matthew  Hill,  in  1665,  gave  10  .s.  a year  for  a sermon  on  St.  Matthias’s-day, 
Gregory.  and  105.  a year  to  find  bread  for  poor.  These  yearly  sums  are  paid  as  a rent- 
HiH’s'^~other  lands,  anciently  called  Yorke  Fields,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary 

Charities.  Bishophill,  the  younger,  the  property  of  John  Perrott,  esquire. 

Roger  Saxcney,  in  1695,  gave  50/.,  the  interest  to  be  applied  in  finding  bread 
for  the  poor.  This  benefaction  was  laid  out  in  1700j  in  the  purchase  of  a rent- 
charge  of  2/.  IO5.  a year,  issuing  out  of  an  estate  at  Osgoldby,  the  property  of 
George  Dawson,  esquire. 


Samuel 
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Samuel  Breary,  gave  10.s.  a year,  payable  out  of  three  dwellings  in  Micklegate,  St.  Martin-cum 
one  of  which  is  now  the  property  of  Mr,  Dent,  and  the  others  of  Mr.  Edward  Gregory. 
Seagraves,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  every  Trinity  Sunday.  Hill’s  and  other 

These  rent-charges,  except  the  10^.  a year  for  a sermon,  are  laid  out  in  Charities, 

bread,  which  is  distributed  weekly  at  church,  among  poor  persons  attending  continutd. 

divine  service.  — 

Poor’s  Stock. — The  sum  of  1,000^.  three  per  cent  consols  is  standing 
in  the  names  of  four  individuals,  who  act  as  feoffees  or  trustees  for  the  poor. 

The  fund  has  arisen  partly  from  the  investment  of  benefactions  and  sums  of 
money  left  to  be  lent  out  to  poor  persons,  and  partly  from  savings  of  income 
and  accumulations  of  interest  and  profit. 

In  1727  it  was  found  necessary  or  expedient  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
advancing  money  upon  loans  to  the  poor,  and  it  has  been  usual  for  a long  time 
past,  to  distribute  405.  a year  out  of  the  produce  of  the  charity  fund,  among 
four  poor  widows,  (with  reference  to  one  of  the  benefactions  given  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  apply  the  remainder  of  the  income,  so  far  as  it  was  required 
for  the  purpose,)  to  the  apprenticing  of  poor  children,  with  premiums  of  5 1.  each, 
but  the  population  of  the  parish  being  small,  there  have  been  considerable 
savings  of  income,  which  have  been  carefully  accumulated  ; and  in  order  to 
render  the  charity  fund  more  generally  useful,  it  is  intended  to  increase  the 
premiums  given  with  apprentices,  and  to  lay  out  part  of  the  income  in  increasing 
the  quantity  of  bread  distributed  at  church,  under  some  of  the  gifts  above- 
mentioned. 

The  Church  Estate. 

This  property  consists  of  some  houses  in  Micklegate,  and  is  appropriated  to  The  Church 
the  repairs  of  the  pai’ish  church.  In  1822,  the  buildings  on  the  ground  being  Estate, 
in  a dilapidated  state,  the  property,  including  a small  piece  of  ground  belonging 
to  the  feoffees  of  the  poor’s  stock,  was  leased,  in  consideration  of  200/.,  to 
Mr.  Joshua  Oldfield,  for  50  years  from  the  6th  April  in  that  year,  at  the  yearly 
reserved  rent  of  8/.,  clear  of  taxes  and  assessments,  the  lessee  covenanting  to  lay 
out  1,200/.  in  erecting  three  substantial  houses.  The  small  piece  of  ground 
included  in  the  lease,  had  been  purchased  by  the  feoffees  of  the  poor’s  stock  in 
1761  ; and  the  sum  of  140/.,  part  of  the  purchase  money  for  the  lea.se,  was  paid 
for  the  ground,  and  laid  out  in  purchase  of  part  of  the  1,000/.  three  per  cent 
consols.  The  rest  of  the  sum  of  200/.  was  applied  in  repairs  of  the  church,  to 
which  purpose  also  the  reserved  rent  is  applied. 


PARISH  OF  ST.  MICHAEL-LE-BELFRY. 


The  Feoffee  Estate. 

This  property,  which  is  vested  in  and  under  the  management  of  feoffees  or 
trustees  chosen  by  the  parishioners,  consists  of  the  particulars,  and  is  let  at  the 
rents  following  ; viz. — 


PROPERTY. 

TENANTS. 

terrl 

YEARLY 

RENT. 

House  in  Petergate  - - - 

Willianj  Bingley 

Year  to  year 

£.  s.  d. 
32  - - 

Ditto  - - - _ 

Elizabeth  Watson 

ditto 

l6  4 - 

Messuage  and  garden  in  Monk- 

Francis  Carbutt  - - - 

ditto 

50  - - 

gate  without  Bar. 

Ditto  - - - . 

George  Sutton  - 

ditto 

28  - - 

Ditto  - - . _ 

William  Robinson 

ditto 

18  - - 

Ditto  - - _ - 

Michael  Ball  - - _ 

ditto 

\6  - - 

Ground  40  yards  by  18  or  20, 

Churchwardens  of  St.  Mi- 

40  years  from 

8 - - 

near  St.  Maurice’s  Church,  let 
for  burial  ground. 

chael-le-Belfry. 

1800. 

The  estate  is  let  at  the  fair  annual  value,  or  nearly  so. 

The  first  mentioned  house  in  Petergate,  was  conveyed,  in  1655,  by  William 
Johnson,  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  to  pay  certain  specified  annual  sums  for  different 
charitable  purposes  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  and  to  retain  25.  Sd. 
a year,  the  residue  of  the  rent  at  which  the  house  was  then  let,  for  their  pains 
Rep.  15.  4 K 2 in 
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St.  Michael-Ie- 
Belfry. 

The  Feoffee  Estate. 

V-  ^ 


in  administering  the  charity,  and  the  remainder  of  the  property  was  purchased 
with  certain  benefactions  mentioned  in  a tablet  in  the  church,  given  by  persons 
named  Cook,  Bollingham,  Bower  and  Lambert. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  different  benefactors,  there  are  paid  out  of 
the  rent  of  the  estate  the  following  yearly  sums  ; viz. — 

£.  s.  d. 


For  the  poor  in  St.  Anthony’s  hospital  in  York  - - _ _ _ 

For  repairing  the  causeway  in  the  Horse  Fair  ------ 

Towards  the  marriage  of  a poor  maiden,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael-le- 
Belfry  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

To  six  poor  widow's  of  the  parish,  selected  by  the  feoffees,  is,  lod.  each, 
half  yearly  - --  --  --  --  -- 

To  the  churchwardens,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor  - - - 

To  a poor  housekeeper,  6 s.  8d. ; and  to  12  other  poor  persons,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  feoffees,  i s.  each  - --  --  --  - 

To  six  poor  widows,  named  by  the  feoffees  ------ 

To  the  overseers,  for  distribution  among  the  poor  - - - - - 


-68. 

-68 

1 14  - 

1 6 - 

- 18  8 ' 

- 10  - . 

- 15  - 


The  residue  of  the  rent,  after  providing  for  repairs,  insurance  and  otlier  out- 
goings, including  a salary  of  2L  2s.  a year  for  keeping  the  accounts,  is  given 
to  the  most  deserving  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  not  receiving  parochial  assist- 
ance, in  sums  varying  from  IO5.  to  30^.  on  the  recommendation  of  the  individual 
feoffees. 

A debt  of  300/.  was  incurred  in  1819,  in  repairing  the  premises  in  Monk- 
gate,  which  had  been  reduced  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  by  payments  out  of 
the  rent,  to  50 1. 


Rent-Charges. 


Rent-Charges. 


Bread  Funds. 


Allen’s  Gift. 


DONORS. 

YEARLY 

SUMS. 

PROPERTY 

CHA.RGED. 

OWNER, 

OR  BY  WHOM  PAID. 

. 

PURPOSES. 

Elizabeth  Cass,  in 

1691  - 

1 

0 

1 

House  in  Peteraate 

R.  Baker 

Six  poor  persons. 

John  Bell,  in  l694'  - 
Ditto 

2 12  - 

I - - 

Estate  in  Great 
Ouseburn  - 
- ditto 

Thomas  Pick 
- ditto 

Bread  for  the  poor. 
jMoney  for  poor. 

Christopher  and  Ma- 
ry Birbeckjin  17  17 
and  1743  - 

1 - - 

House  in  Petergate 

Mr.  Jackson 

Poor  personson  New 
Year’s  day. 

Bread  for  poor  on 

Thomas  Scholfield, 
in  1750 

- 10  - 

Premises  at  GateFulford 

Mr.  Morris  - 

Fabian  Farnell 

- 10  - 

- 

Corporation  of  York 

Christmas  and  Eas- 
ter days. 

Poor. 

These  several  yearly  sums  are  duly  received  and  applied,  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  donors. 

Bread  Funds. 

The  following  funds  have  arisen  from  different  benefactions  mentioned  in 
a tablet  in  the  church,  for  finding  bread  for  the  poor  of  St.  Michael-le-Belfry, 
partly  on  Sundays,  and  partly  on  particular  festivals  : — 

£.160  three  per  cents  reduced,  standing  in  the  names  of  trustees. 

£.90  due  from  the  parishioners,  having  been  applied  in  inclosing  a burial  ground. 

£.26  secured  by  a promissory  note. 

£.  1 5 secured  by  bond . 

The  dividends  and  interest  of  the  funds,  are  laid  out  by  the  churchwardens  in 
the  purchase  of  bread,  which  is  distributed  among  poor  persons,  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  several  donors. 

Allen’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  40/.  w'as  bequeathed  by  John  Allen,  in  1748,  to  the  minister  and 
churchwardens,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  yearly  upon  St.  Peter’s 
day,  half  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael-le-Belfry,  and  half  to  the 
poor  living  in  the  Mint  Yard. 

This  money  was  appplied  to  the  purpose  of  inclosing  the  burial  ground,  and 
the  interest  paid  in  respect  thereof,  ’36s.  a year,  is  distributed  according  to  the 
donor’s  directions,  in  sums  of  6 d.  a piece  to  poor  persons. 


Costobadie’s 
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Costobadie’s,  and  other  Girts. 


St.  Michael-le- 
Belfry. 


Jacob  Costobadie,  esquire,  left  50/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  as  the  Costobadie’s,  an<: 
minister  and  churcli wardens  should  think  proper,  to  poor  housekeepers  of  the  other  Ciifts. 
parish,  being  Protestants,  not  receiving  alms,  and  proper  objects  to  receive 
the  same. 


Catherine  Wombwell,  by  will,  dated  3d  December  1791,  gave  200/.  to  be 

placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  corn,  flour, 

bread  and  coals,  to  be  distributed  amongst  such  poor  persons  of  or  residing  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Michael-le-Belfry  and  St.  Wilfred,  and  the  liberty  of  Mint 
Yard,  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  St.  Michael-le-Belfry,  (exclusive  of 
j Clifton  and  Rawcliffe  hamlets,)  and  St.  Wilfred’s  parish,  and  the  overseers  of 
I the  poor  of  the  said  liberty,  should  think  proper  objects,  whether  receiving  other 
relief  or  not. 

; Elle7i  Ascoiigh  gave  50/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  on  the  21st 

! November,  amongst  16  poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael-le-Belfry, 

viz.  14  in  Belfreys,  and  two  in  the  Minster  Yard. 

I These  benefactions,  amounting  together  to  300/.  are  secured  by  two  bonds 
for  200/.  and  100/.  respectively,  at  interest  of  five  per  cent,  and  the  interest 
is  applied  for  charitable  purposes,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  respective 
donors. 

I 


PARISH  OF  ST.  WILFRID  UNITED  WITH  THE  PARISH  OF 
ST.  MICHAEL-LE-BELFRY. 

The  Feoffee  Estate. 

I The  earliest  document  to  be  found  relating  to  this  property  is  a deed  of  St.  Wilfrid  united 
feoffment,  of  the  11th  April  1542,  being  a conveyance  from  John  Wright,  of  with  the  Parish  of 
a messuage  or  tenement,  in  Blake-street,  in  the  city  of  York,  with  all  other  his 

tenements,  messuages  and  gardens,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Wilfrid,  to  Thomas  ' 

Standever,  and  two  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  The  Feoffee  Estate, 
in  a schedule  annexed  to  the  deed ; and  by  the  schedule,  the  trusts  of  the 
feoffment  are  declared  to  be  “ for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  churchwardens 
and  parishioners  of  the  said  parish,  and  their  successors,  for  and  towards  the 
j maintenance  of  the  parish  church,  and  the  help  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish.” 

I In  the  susbequent  deeds  of  conveyance  of  the  property  to  fresh  trustees,  or  the 
schedules  annexed  to  such  deeds,  the  trusts  are  declared  to  be  “ for  the  use 
and  behoof  of  the  parishioners  of  the  parish  of  St.  Wilfrid,  for  and  towards  the 
common  charges  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  people  of  the 
same,”  except  that  in  three  instances  of  conveyances,  executed  in  1609,  1643, 
and  1677>  the  trusts  are  declared  in  these  terms,  viz,  “ for  and  towards  the 
I necessary  and  competent  relief  of  the  poor  people,  inhabiting  within  the  parish 
of  St.  Wilfrid,  and  such  other  charitable  and  godly  uses  as  the  trustees,  with 
the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  shall 
j think  fit.”  The  trustees  nominated  on  each  new  appointment  since  l690  have 
been  six  in  number,  and  are  described  in  the  deeds  as  chosen  by  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Wilfrid,  in  vestry  assembled.  The  last  conveyance  to  new  trustees  was 
I in  1798,  and  of  the  trustees  then  appointed  two  are  living. 

The  trust  property  in  its  present  state  consists  of  two  dwelling-houses,  in 
j Blake-street,  lately  forming  one  large  messuage,  on  the  south  side  of  and 

I adjoining  the  York  assembly-rooms,  with  a yard  and  garden,  and  sundry  out- 

buildings behind,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Richard  Wormald,  of  York,  solicitor; 
another  messuage  and  yard,  in  Blake-street,  adjoining  the  former,  in  the  pos- 
j session  of  Mr.  Etridge,  of  York,  innkeeper ; and  a small  piece  of  ground,  ad- 

I ioining  Mr.  Wormald’s  premises,  and  the  assembly-rooms,  on  which  an  out- 

building, attached  to  the  latter,  has  been  erected  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
' rooms. 

There  are  strong  reasons  to  believe,  that  part  of  the  property,  now  held  under 
the  trust,  was  anciently  the  site  or  part  of  the  site  of  the  parish  church,  and 
Rep.  15.  3 K 4 the 


St.  Wilfrid  united 
with  the  Parish  of 
St.  iMichael-  le- 
Belfry. 

The  Feoft'ee  Estate, 
continued. 


Womb  well’s 
Charity. 


Farnell’s  Charity. 
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the  yard  adjoining  the  church  of  St,  Wilfrid,  which  was  taken  down  probably 
in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  parish  was  united  to  that  of  Saint 
Michael-le-Belfry. 

Tlie  premises  in  Mr.  Wormald’s  possession  are  held  by  him,  as  assignee  of 
a lease  originally  granted  to  Francis  Wyvill,  esquire,  for  200  years  from  the 
1st  May  1704,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  9/.  5s.  The  lease  sets  forth,  that  the  pre- 
mises thereby  demised  had  become  ruinous  ; and  it  contains  an  undertaking  by 
the  lessee,  to  take  down  and  rebuild  the  messuage  then  standing ; and  there  is 
an  endorsement  on  the  lease,  declaring  that  it  was  granted  with  the  concurrence 
of  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  whose  names  to  the  number  of  IG  are 
subscribed.  A large  dwelling-house  was  erected  by  Mr.  Wyvill,  the  lessee,  on 
the  ground  demised,  and  the  premises  held  under  the  lease  were  sold  by 
auction,  in  1815,  to  Mr.  Wormald,  who  has  since  expended  very  large  sums  of 
money  in  dividing  the  building  into  two  dwelling-houses,  and  in  the  erection  of 
offices  behind  it,  and  effecting  other  improvements. 

The  premises  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Etridge  are  also  held  under  a lease, 
which  was  granted  to  the  said  Francis  Wyvill,  esquire,  for  190  years  from  the 
11th  November  1714,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  SI.  5s.  6d.  This  lease  also,  as 
certified  by  an  endorsement,  signed  by  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish, 
was  granted  with  their  concurrence  ; but  whether  it  was  granted  with  a view 
to  the  erection  of  a new  building  on  the  ground  does  not  appear.  Since  the 
purchase,  however,  of  the  lease  by  Mr.  Etridge,  w'hich  was  in  1798,  he  has 
taken  down  a small  house,  which  previously  stood  on  the  ground,  and  has  laid 
out  1,800/.  and  upwards,  in  the  erection  of  a new  and  commodious  dwelling- 
house. 

That  part  of  the  trust  property,  which  is  described  above,  as  being  in  the 
occupation  of  the  proprietors  of  the  assembly-rooms,  was  held  by  them  at  a rent 
of  ‘2s.  a year,  under  a lease  for  100  years,  which  was  about  to  expire  at  the 
time  of  this  inquiry,  and  it  had  not  then  been  determined  at  what  rent  the 
ground  should  again  be  let.  The  property  is  of  very  small  value. 

Considering  the  great  length  of  the  terms  for  which  the  premises  in  Blake- 
street  were  demised  to  Mr.  Wyvill,  it  may  perhaps  be  questioned,  w4iether  the 
leases  of  that  property  would  not  be  considered  to  have  been  improvidently 
granted ; but  regard  being  had  to  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  to  the 
nature  and  objects  of  the  trust,  as  stated  above,  we  do  not  think  it  incumbent 
on  us  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  any  proceedings,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
that  question  determined. 

The  rents  of  the  trust  estate  are  treated  as  applicable,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  payment  of  the  rate  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Wilfrid,  for  the 
repairs  of  the  church  of  St.  Michael  le  Belfry,  being  l-8th  of  the  whole  rate 
levied  on  the  united  parishes  for  that  purpose,  and  in  the  next  place,  to  the 
relief  of  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  St.  Wilfrid,  at  the  discretion  of  the  feoffees. 
For  nearly  20  years  past,  the  rent  has  not  been  more  than  sufficient  for  pay- 
ment of  the  proportion  of  the  rate  ; but  it  appears  by  the  accounts  of  the  feoffees, 
commencing  in  1712,  that  various  sums  have  been  applied  out  of  the  rents,  at 
different  times,  when  a surplus  existed,  for  the  use  of  poor  persons,  in  providing 
them  with  clothing,  paying  their  house-rent,  and  assisting  them  in  times  of  sick- 
ness ; and  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  it  was  expected  that  a considerable  share 
of  the  rents,  would  again  shortly  become  available  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Womb  well’s  Charity. 

The  share  of  this  charity  (of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the  Report  of 
Charities  for  the  parish  of  St.  Michael  le  Belfry)  payable  for  the  poor  of  St.  Wil- 
frid’s, amounting  at  present,  to  1/.  13.9.  4c/.  a year,  is  laid  out  in  bread,  which 
is  distributed  by  the  churchwarden,  on  the  24th  December,  among  poor  house- 
keepers, and  other  poor  persons,  residing  in  the  parish. 

Farnell’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  4 s.  2 d.  being  the  proportion  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Wil- 
frid, payable  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  York,  in  respect  of  Fabian  Farnell’s 

Charity^ 
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Charity,  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Charities  under 
the  care  of  the  Corporation,  is  distributed  by  the  churchwarden  among  poor 
persons. 


PARISH  OF  THE  HOLY  TRINITY,  KING’S  COURT, 
OTHERWISE  CHRIST  CHURCH. 

The  Parish  Estate. 

The  oldest  writing  in  existence,  relating  to  this  property,  is  a deed  of  feoffment, 
of  the  14th  April  1656,  which  recites,  that  a messuage,  with  the  appurtenances, 
in  Petergate,  York,  had  in  former  times  been  conveyed  from  feoffees  to  feoffees, 
successively,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  commonly 
called  Christ  Church,  and  purports  to  be  a conveyance  of  the  premises  from 
a surviving  feoffee  to  new  feoffees,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish,  in  such 
sort,  as  by  the  parishioners  or  the  most  part  of  them,  being  householders,  should 
be  directed  and  appointed  for  the  weal  public  of  the  parish,  and  it  is  thereby 
agreed,  that  the  last  five,  four,  or  three  of  the  survivors  of  the  feoffees,  should 
convey  and  assure  the  premises  to  as  many  other  feoffees,  to  be  newly  nomi- 
nated by  the  more  part  of  the  parishioners,  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
the  same  trusts,  for  the  public  weal  of  the  parish. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  5th  of  May  1693,  the  then  feoffees  demised  the  house 
and  premises  in  Petergate,  to  John  Lynn,  for  fifty  years  from  the  1st  of  May,  then 
last  past,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5 /.,  payable  for  the  first  five  years  to  Elizabeth 
Walker,  (to  whom  the  premises,  as  therein  stated,  were  then  mortgaged,)  and  also 
paying  to  the  feoffees,  for  the  first  15  years  of  the  term,  a pepper-corn  rent,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  15  years,  paying  to  the  feoffees  the  sum  of  10/., 
and  at  the  end  of  every  10  years  next  following  the  said  term  of  15  years,  the 
sum  of  10  /.,  and  likewise  paying  the  sum  of  65.  8 d.  every  year,  commencing  from 
the  end  of  the  said  term  of  15  years,  to  the  feoffees,  during  the  said  term  of  50 
years  ; and  the  said  John  Lynn  thereby  covenanted  to  repair  and  pay  all  manner 
of  taxes,  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  term,  to  deliver  up  the  premises,  in  good 
tenantable  repair ; and  the  feoffees  thereby  covenanted,  that  if  at  the  end  of  the 
15  years,  the  said  John  Lynn,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  should  be 
desirous  to  take  a new  lease,  to  commence  from  the  end  of  the  said  15  years,  for 
the  like  term  of  50  years,  then  the  feoffees,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  would  demise 
the  premises  unto  the  said  John  Lynn,  his  executors,  &c.  for  the  term  of  50 
years  then  to  come,  under  the  like  yearly  rent  of  65.  8</.  payable  on  the  1st  of 
May,  he  the  said  John  Lynn,  his  executors,  &c.  paying  unto  the  feoffees,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  at  every  10  years  end,  the  sum  of  10/.,  as  a fine  or  income 
upon  the  said  new  lease,  and  so  to  have  a new  lease  for  50  years  at  every 
10  years  end,  under  the  said  yearly  rent  of  6.s.  8^/.,  upon  payment  of  a fine 
of  10/. 

Successive  leases  of  this  property  for  50  years,  have  been  granted  by  the 
feoffees  for  the  time  being,  at  intervals  of  10  years,  upon  the  same  terms  as  in 
the  above  abstracted  lease  mentioned,  down  to  the  year  1798,  inclusive,  each 
lease  containing  a like  covenant  for  renewal,  and  on  the  21st  May  1818,  a lease 
of  the  premises  was  granted  to  James  Bearpark,  executor  of  Robert  Champlay, 
deceased,  for  50  years,  by  the  then  feoffees,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of 
a former  lease,  dated  6th  August  1798,  granted  to  the  said  Robert  Champlay, 
with  a like  covenant  for  future  renewals. 

The  lease  of  1818  was  granted  to  Bearpark,  in  trust,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 
two  infant  children  of  Robert  Champlay,  the  former  lessee.  One  of  the  children 
died  an  infant,  the  other,  Jane  Champlay,  married  Richard  Cordukes,  of  Tock- 
with,  surgeon,  and  the  said  Richard  Cordukes,  and  Jane  his  wife,  having  agreed 

to  sell  their  interest  in  the  premises  to  Mr. Jackson,  an  assignment  of  the 

lease  was  executed  to  him,  by  Mr.  Bearpark,  and  Mr.  Jackson  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  premises,  as  assignee  of  the  lease.  It  is  stated,  that  Mr.  Jackson 
purchased  the  leasehold  premises  for  500/.  and  upwards,  and  that  the  premises 
are  worth  to  be  let  about  40/.  per  annum.  They  are  subject,  however,  to  an 
annual  rent-charge,  or  payment  of  2/.  per  annum,  for  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of 
All  Saints  Pavement,  and  St.  Michael-le-Belfry. 
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As  this  property  was  probably  demised  in  May  1693,  for  building  purposes, 
a lease  for  a term  of  considerable  duration  might  have  been  properly  granted; 
but  as  the  effect  of  the  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal,  at  the  end  of  every  10 
years,  is  an  alienation  of  the  estate  for  an  indefinite  period,  without  providing 
for  an  increase  of  rent,  pro])ortioned  to  the  value  of  the  premises,  it  seems  to  us, 
that  as  to  that  covenant,  the  legality  of  the  original  and  succeeding  leases  may 
well  be  questioned.  Considering  the  value  of  the  property,  it  was,  perhaps,  the 
duty  of  the  feoffees  towards  the  parishioners,  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  appli- 
cation for  a renewal  of  the  lease,  to  have  refused  it,  or  at  least  to  have  put  in  r 
question  their  obligation  to  grant  it  under  the  covenant ; there  is  no  reason,  how- 
ever, to  impute  the  neglect  of  the  feoffees  to  do  so,  to  any  other  cause,  than 
their  conception,  that  they  were  bound  by  the  covenant. 

In  investigating  the  particulars  and  application  of  property  destined  to 
charitable  purposes  in  this  parish,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  the  above  obser- 
vations ; but  as  the  premises  in  Petergate  are  held  for  the  general  weal  of  the 
parishioners,  rich  as  well  as  poor,  it  is  not,  we  think,  incumbent  on  us  to  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  proceedings  under  the  Act  of  the  59th  Geo.  3.  c.  91,  for 
putting  in  question  the  validity  of  the  lease. 

The  feoffees  are  also  in  possession  of  a dwelling-house,  adjoining  the  church, 
in  Coney-street,  York,  which  is  let  by  them  to  Stephen  Dixon,  for  seven  years 
from  the  15th  .July  1820,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  10/.  105.,  being  the  full  value. 

The  income  arising  from^the  premises  in  Petergate  and  in  Coney-street,  appears 
to  have  been  uniformly  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  and  applied,  with  the  church- 
rate,  to  the  repairs  of  the  parish  church. 


Arlish’s  Charity. 

Stephen  Arlish,  in  1674,  conveyed  to  the  then  feoffees  of  the  parish,  a close  in 
Fulford,  called  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Close,  to  the  intent  that  the  rents  and 
profits  should  be  disposed  of,  and  distributed  twice  yearly  to  six  poor  men  and 
women  of  the  parish,  in  such  manner  as  the  feoffees,  or  major  part  of  them, 
should,  at  a public  meeting,  in  the  parish  church,  direct. 


The  close,  which  contains  2a.  1r.  Up.  with  a stable  standing  thereon,  is  let 
by  the  feoffees  to  James  Peckit,  for  seven  years  from  the  6th  April  1821,  at  the 
rent  of  16/.  105.,  which  is  the  full  annual  value;  and  the  rent  is  distributed 
amongst  the  most  deserving  paupers  of  the  parish,  in  addition  to  the  relief  given 
them  from  the  rates,  according  to  a custom  which  has  long  prevailed. 

Chambers’s  Charity. 

Richard  Chambers,  by  will,  dated  17th  April  1736,  devised  two  closes  in 
Wigginton,  called  the  Breck  Closes,  containing  by  estimation  nine  acres,  to 
the  feoffees  of  the  parish,  in  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof, 
upon  every  first  day  of  December,  to  two  poor  housekeepers,  freemen  in  the 
city  of  York,  not  receiving  alms  out  of  the  poor’s  rates. 

In  1786,  the  feoffees,  with  the  sum  of  68/.,  then  in  their  hands,  pui chased 
another  close,  adjoining  the  former,  and  containing  2a.  & 19p«j  which  was 
conveyed  to  them,  in  that  year,  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  closes  are  let  together  to  James  Whitwell,  for  seven  years,  commencing 
in  1821,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  23/.,  which  is  the  full  annual  value ; and  the  rent, 
except  a small  sum  retained  for  contingent  expenses,  is  distributed  by  the 
feoffees,  yearly,  on  the  1st  December,  amongst  poor  persons  not  receiving  paro- 
chial relief,  in  sums  varying  from  7-^*  to  4/.,  according  to  their  respective  families 
and  necessities.  It  has  not  been  usual  for  some  years  to  give  the  whole  rent  to 
two  poor  persons  only. 

Rogerson’s  Gift. 


Thomas  Rogerson,  by  will,  dated  ISth  December  l602,  devised  his  dwelling- 
house  in  York,  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty,  subject  to  the  payment  of  205. 
a year  to  the  churchwardens  of  Christ’s  parish,  to  be  employed  in  repairing  the 
® parish 
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parish  cliurch,  and  the  books,  bells,  surplices  and  ornaments  thereof,  and  of  IO5.  'I'lio  Holy  Ti inity, 

a year  to  be  paid  to  the  parson,  vicar  or  curate,  doing  service  there.  King’s  Court, 

otherwise 

These  rent-charges  are  regularly  received,  and  applied  as  above  directed.  Christ  Church. 

Vaux’s  Charity. 

Joh?i  Vau2\  by  will,  dated  13th  November  1631,  gave  his  messuage  and  lands  Vaux’s  Charity, 
in  the  parish  of  Christ  Church,  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty,  subject  to  the  ' 

payment  of  6/.  a year  to  the  minister  of  Christ  Church,  for  preaching  three 
sermons  yearly,  as  therein  mentioned,  and  1/.  IO5.  a year  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  who  should  be  present  at  the  sermons,  to  be  distributed  in  bread  by  the 
churchwardens. 

These  sums  are  also  duly  paid,  and  applied  according  to  the  donor’s  directions. 

'Fireman’s  Gift. 

Henry  Tireman,  in  I672,  gave  52s.  a year  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Chr’st  Tireman’s  Gift. 
Church,  to  be  distributed  in  bread,  twelve-pennyworth  every  Lord’s-day,  at  the 
parish  church,  and  20  5.  a year  to  the  minister,  for  preaching  an  anniversary 
sermon  on  the  19th  December. 

These  annual  sums  are  paid  in  respect  of  an  estate  at  Heworth,  the  property 
of  Robert  Prest,  esquire,  and  the  charity  is  duly  administered. 

Ann  Taylor’s  Gift. 

Ann  Taylor^  by  will,  dated  21-th  December  1 675,  gave  405.  yearly,  to  this  Ann  Taylor’s  Gift, 
parish,  205.  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  for  two  sermons  to  be  preached 
on  the  19th  February  and  the  19th  August,  and  20 5.  to  be  distributed  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  equally,  at  the  same  time. 

The  two  sums  of  205.  are  paid  as  a charge  on  an  e^^tate  at  Fulford,  belonging 
to  John  Key,  esq.  Sermons  are  jireached  on  the  days  mentioned,  and  the  sum 
of  205.  a year  is  distributed  in  bread,  at  the  church,  to  the  poor  who  attend  on 
those  days. 


Elcock’s  Donation. 

Thomas  Elcock,  in  1677>  devised  a chamber  within  the  court-yard  at  the  Crock's  Doimtion. 
shambles  end  in  York,  to  the  minister  of  Christ  (dnirch,  on  condition,  that 
a sermon  should  be  yearly  preached  at  the  parish  church,  de  immorialilatc  animo’y 
on  the  Sunday  after  the  2Gth  October. 

These  premises,  which  consist  of  a small  tenement,  are  let  by  the  minister  for 
his  own  benefit,  and  he  preaches  a sermon  on  the  26th  October. 

Shaw’s  Charity. 

Richard  Shaw,  by  will,  dated  the  18th  February,  devised  a house  and  buildings  Shaw's  Charity, 
on  Pareholme  Green,  in  the  city  of  York,  subject  to  the  following  payments, 
viz.;  2O5.  a year  to  the  minister  of  the  parish  of  Christ  (duirch,  for  the  lime 
being,  for  preaching  an  annual  sermon  on  the  2d  February;  I5.  6d.  to  the  clerk, 
and  l5.  to  the  sexton,  on  the  same  day;  and  IO5,,  yearly,  to  the  minister  and 
churchwardens,  to  be  distributed  in  bread,  on  the  same  day,  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish. 

The  several  sums  above-mentioned  are  received  from  Mr.  Wood,  of  Spurrier 
Gate,  cutler,  in  respect  of  property  belonging  to  him,  and  are  paid  and  disposed 
of  according  to  the  donor’s  intent. 

Mason’s  Gift. 

Richard  Mason,  by  will,  dated  12th  June  1692,  gave  205.  a year  out  of  the  Mason’s  Gift, 
house  wherein  he  dwelt,  to  the  minister  of  Christ’s  parish,  for  a sermon,  to  be 
preached  yearly,  on  the  Thursday  following  the  day  of  his  death. 
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The  sum  of  20i.  a year,  under  this  donation,  is  paid  to  the  minister  by 
Captain  Richardson,  as  owner  of  property  in  Fiilford,  understood  to  comprise 
the  premises  charged  by  the  will. 

Lost  Charities. 

The  sums  of  51.  4-5.  bequeathed  by  Ann  Taylor,  and  51.  4s.  given  by  Richard 
Mason,  both  for  the  purpose  of  being  lent  to  poor  persons,  have  been  for  a long 
time  lost. 
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COUNTY  OF  YORK, 

WEST  RIDING. 


Wapentake  of  Barkston 
Ash. 

Parish  of  Aberford ; 

Poor’s  land. 

Lady  Betty  Hastings’s  cha- 
rities. 

Township  of  Parlington  : 
Cryer’s  dole. 

Parish  of  Ifirkin  ; 

Township  of  West  Haddlesey : 
Customary  donation  of  bread 
corn. 

Townsliipsof  Chapel  Haddlesey 
and  'I'einple  Hurst; 

Lost  charities. 

Parish  of  Bramham  : 
Benefactions. 

School  land. 

Laking’s  dole. 

Troutbeck  and  Whitehead’s 
doles. 

Gifts  of  Eleanor  and  Chris- 
topher Powell. 

Wildman’s  gift. 

Dawson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Brotherton : 

Townships  of  Brotherton,  Sut- 
ton and  Poole ; 
Benefaction  fund. 

Turner’s  gift. 

'lorton’s  rent-charge. 

Sutton  poor’s  fund. 

Wilson’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Monk  Fryston  : 

The  parish  school. 

Doles. 

Strode’s  poor’s  land. 

Rhodes’s  poor’s  land. 

Township  of  Burton  Salmon  : 
'I'urner’s  dole. 

Parish  of  Kirkby  WhaiTe: 
Rhodes’s  charity. 

Stanhope’s  charity. 
Township  of  Ulleskelf. 

Parish  of  Ledsham: 

Lewis’s  hospital. 

Doles. 

I’oor’s  money. 

Sellon’s  charity. 

Shirtliff’s  benefaction. 

Lady  Betty  Hastings’s  cha- 
rities. 

Palish  of  Saxton  : 

Fletcher’s  gift. 

Wapentake  OF  Osgoldcross: 
Parish  of  Ackworth  : 

The  poor’s  estate. 
Calverley’s  dole ; Lamb’s 
dole  ; Rishforth's  dole. 
Poor’s  tenements. 

’Fhe  manor  trust. 

M rs.  Mary  Lowther’s  hos- 
pital and  school. 
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Parish  of  Badsworth : 

The  church  feoffment  estate. 
Bright’s  charity. 

Township  of  Thorpe  Audlin  : 
Poor’s  land. 

Parish  of  Castleford : 

Hudson’s  charity. 

Poor’s  money. 

Township  of  Haughton  ; 

Poor’s  estate. 

Parish  of  Ferry  Fryston  : 
Clarkson’s  charity. 

By  water’s  charity. 

Turton’s  gift. 

Chapelryof  East  Hardwick ; 

Cawood’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Knottingley  : 
Banks’s  charities. 

Brown’s  charities. 

Wapentake  of  Skyrack  ; 
Parish  of  Addle: 

Kirk’s  charity. 

Dean  Hitch’s  dole. 
Mitchell’s  dole, 
tichool  charity. 

Parish  of  Bardsey : 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  dole. 
Isabel  Lister’s  dole. 

Lost  charities. 

The  parish  school. 

Parish  of  Barwick  in  Elmet : 
Riley’s  charity. 

Name’s,  and  other  benefac- 
tions. 

Doles. 

'I’he  school  land. 

Parish  of  Collingham  : 

Dawson’s  charity. 

Rents  or  doles  from  the 
Crown. 

Collingham  School. 

Parish  of  Guisely: 

Township  of  Guiseley ; 

The  free  school. 

Dean  Hitch’s  charity. 

Chapelry  of  Horsforth : 
Stanhope’s  charity. 

Barley  garth  dole. 

Chapelry  of  Rawden  ; 

Layton’s  charily. 

The  free  school. 

Parish  of  Hare  wood  ; 

Benefaction  fund,  and  other 
charities. 

Sawdrie’s  charity. 

Township  of  Weeton  : 

Wade’s  charity. 

’Townships  of  Weeton  and 
Dunkeswick  : 

Midgley’s  dole. 

Township  of  East  Keswick : 
Dawson’s  charity. 


Parish  of  Kippax : 

The  free  school. 

Duffield’sand  Scholes’s  doles. 
Fether’s  gift. 

Leeds : 

Charities  under  the  order  of 
the  committee  of  pious 
uses. 

Harrison’s  charity  to  the  mi- 
nister and  church  of  St. 
John’s. 

Jenkinson’s  and  Dailey’s  cha- 
rities. 

Harrison’s  hospital. 
Leighton’s  charity. 

'i’he  charity  school. 

Dixon’s  charity  for  clergy- 
men’s widows. 

Estate  for  repairing  Trinity 
chapel  in  Leeds. 

Potter’s  hospital. 

Milner’s  charity. 

Baynes’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Leeds : 

Chapelry  of  Chapel  Allerton : 

Hanson’s  and  GledilTs  gifts. 
Brown’s  gift. 

Bequests  for  the  Sunday 
school. 

Chapelry  of  Aimley  ; 

Doles. 

Chapel  r}'  of  Beeston; 

Rent-charges. 

Lost  benefaction. 

Chapelry  of  Bramley: 

Poor  or  school  land. 

The  poor’s  allotment. 
Anonymous  dole. 

Allotment  for  teaching  girls. 
Green’s  gift. 

Clough’s  charity  land. 

Lost  benefactions. 

Chapelry  of  Headingley  : 

Charity  for  education. 

Chapelry  of  Holbeck : 

I’oor’s  land. 

LendaTs  gift. 

Kitchingman’s  and  Neville^s 
charities. 

Lost  charities. 

Chapelry  of  Hunslet : 

Brooke’s  charity. 

Paley’s  gift. 

Massie’s  gift,  lost. 

Chapelry  qr  Township  of  Wort- 
ley: 

The  free  school. 

Parish  of  Otley  : 

The  grammar  school. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s,  or  the 
Thorpe  dole. 
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Parish  of  Otiey — continued. 
Township  of  Otiey  : 

The  poor  folks  close. 

Garden  and  cottages. 
Plum-tree  garth. 
Rent-charges  and  doles. 
Jenkinson’s  dole. 

Saxey’s  charity. 

Barker’s  gift. 

Township  of  Bramhope: 

The  school. 

Chapelry  of  Burley  ; 
Vavasour’s  charity. 
Jenkinson’s  dole. 

'Phorpe  dole. 

Pulleyn’s  gift. 

'Pownship  of  Menstone : 

Doles. 

Chapelry  of  Poole : 

Doles. 

Parish  of  Long  Preston  : 
Knowles’s  hospital. 

Smith’s  charity. 

Doles  and  poor’s  funds. 

Township  of  Wigglesworth : 
Clarke’s  and  Hargreave’s 
gifts. 

The  school. 

Parish  of  Whitkirk; 

Dole.s. 

Askwith’s  charity. 

The  school. 

Roades’s  gift. 

Charities  lost  or  withheld. 

Wapentake  of  Staincliffe 
AND  Ewcross. 

Parish  of  Arncliffe : 

Atkinson’s  dole. 

Poor’s  money. 

Church  land. 

Chapelry  of  Hatton  Gill : 
Henry  Fawcett’s  charity. 
William  Fawcett’s  charity. 
Topfield’s  charity. 

Litton  Dale  poor’s  money. 


Parish  of  Arnclifle — continued. 
Chapelry  of  Huhberholme: 
Township  of  Buckden  : 

Cattle  Gates. 

'Pennant’s  gift. 

Wade’s  gift. 

Township  of  Hawkswick: 
Sparke’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Bentham: 

Collingwood’s  charity. 
'Phomas  Baynes’s  gift. 

Isabel  Baynes’s  charity. 

Mrs.  I.ongstafl'e’s  charity. 
Himmington’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Horton  in  Ribbles<lale: 

The  free  grammar  school. 
Preston  poor’s  land. 

'I'he  poor  folks  close. 
Redmayne’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Kettlewell ; 

Fawcett’s  dole. 

Charities  for  education. 

Lost  charities. 

Parish  of  Kirby  in  Malham  Dale: 
'Phe  free  grammar  school. 

'I'ownship  of  Kirby  in  Malham 
Dale : 

Parish  cattle  gates. 

Poor’s  land. 

Township  of  Airton,  Carlton, 
and  Scosthrop: 

Ellis’s  charity. 

Township  of  Aiiton : 

C'attle  gates. 

Township  of  Hanlith ; 

Poor’s  estate. 

Wilson’s  dole. 

Township  of  Malham : 

Malham  school. 

Doles. 


Parishof  Kirby  in  Malham  Dale 

continued. 

Township  of  Malham  Moor: 
Fish’s  dole. 

Chamberlain’s  charity. 

Parish  of  Mitton: 

Township  of  Aighton,  Bailey, 
and  Chaigley : 

Pickering’s  charity. 
Richmond’s  charity. 

Free  school  at  Chaigley. 
Parkinson’s  sift  to  the  Sun- 
day school  at  Chtiigley. 
Sir  Nicholas  ShireLuin’s  cha- 
rities. 

Township  of  Bashall  Eaves: 
Rent-charges. 

Township  of  .Mitton  and  Crook : 
Rent  charge. 

Parkinson’s  gifts. 

Chapelry  or  Township  of  Grin- 
dletoH : 

I’oor’s  estate. 

Customary  payments  or  rent- 
charges. 

Poor’s  cottages. 

Parker’s  gift. 

Robinson’s  gift  to  the  poor 
and  school. 

Grindleton  school. 

Township  of  Waddington  : 
Waddington  hospital. 
Rent-charge, and  sum  of  20 /. 
Chapman’s  gift. 

Parish  of  Slaidburn : 

Slaidbuin  poor’s  land. 
Raingill’s  charity  estate. 
I'orster's  charity. 

The  free  school. 

The  Dale  Head  school, 
Newton  school. 

General  Charities  ; 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  dole. 
Dawson’s  charity. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  BARKSTON  ASH. 

PARISH  OF  ABERFORD. 

Poor’s  Land. 

Aberford.  This  piece  of  land,  which  contains  two  acres,  or  thereabouts,  was  purchased 

with  a legacy  of  50/.  given  by  John  Hick.  It  is  let  by  the  vicar  and  church- 

Poor’s  Land.  wardens  to  James  Scriven,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  4-/.  lO^., 
being  the  full  value,  and  the  rent  is  distributed  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens ; 
.30^.  of  it  in  money  among  twelve  of  the  poorest  persons  in  the  parish,  and  the 
remainder  in  bread,  given  on  Sundays  in  the  church,  amongst  poor  people. 

Lady  Betty  Hastings’s  Charities. 

A general  account  of  Lady  Betty  Hastings’s  charities  will  be  given  in  a 
future  Report. 

In  pursuance  of  her  directions,  the  sum  of  10/.  105.  a-year  is  paid  by  her 
trustees  to  the  master  of  a school  at  Aberford,  appointed  by  the  vicar,  to  in- 
struct the  children  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  in  reading  and  writing,  and  he 
teaches  accordingly  about  thirty  children  as  free  scholars,  with  other  children, 
paid  for  by  their  parents,  in  a room  built  by  a subscription  of  the  inhabitants. 

The 


Lady 

Bftty  Hastings’s 
Cbmities. 
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The  sum  of  405.  a-year  is  also  paid  by  the  trustees  to  the  churchwardens,  to 
find  bread  and  wine  for  the  communion,  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  to  be  given  to 
the  poor,  and  it  is  duly  applied  for  those  purposes. 

TOWSHIP  OF  PARLINGTON. 


Cryer’s  Dole. 


The  sum  of  6/.  which  was  given  for  the  poor  of  this  township  by  a person 
I named  Cryer,  appears  to  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a Mrs.  Susannah 
I Sampson,  who  paid  or  distributed  among  the  poor  65.  a year,  in  respect  of  the 
charity,  until  her  death,  about  thirty  years  ago  ; but  as  no  payments  have  since 
been  made,  and  her  personal  representative  does  not  acknowledge  the  debt,  it 
would  probably  be  of  no  avail  to  attempt  by  legal  process  to  re-establish  this 
charity.  


Paiiington. 
Cryer’s  Dole. 


PARISH  OF  BIRKIN. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WEST  HADDLESEY. 


Customary  Donation  of  Bread  Corn. 


By  ancient  custom,  the  owners  for  the  time  being  of  two  estates  in  West 
Haddlesey,  have  been  used  to  distribute  each  of  them  two  bushels  of  bread 
corn,  yearly,  among  poor  persons  of  the  township.  The  render  of  the  corn  is 
considered  in  the  nature  of  a charge  on  the  land.  The  estates  have  both  come 
to  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Davison,  and  the  four  bushels  of  corn  are  regularly 
distributed  by  her  among  poor  persons. 


West  Haddlesey. 

Customary  Dona- 
tion of  Bread  Corn. 


TOWNSHIPS  OF  CHAPF.L  HADDLESEY  AND  TEMPLE  HURST. 


Lost  Charities. 

Two  sums  of  20/.  each,  formerly  given  by  Elizabeth  Denham,  for  the  poor  chapel  Haddlesey 

of  these  townships,  have  long  been  lost,  but  by  what  means  cannot  now  be  and  Temple  Hurst. 

ascertained.  , . 

'■  » ■'  Lost  Chanties. 

PARISH  OF  BRAMHAM. 

BENEFACTIONS, 

School  Land. 


The  yearly  sum  of  7/.»  being  the  interest  or  annual  produce  of  certain  bene- 
factions and  charities,  formerly  given  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Bramham,  is 
paid  out  of  the  rents  of  two  allotments  of  land,  containing  together  sixteen 
acres,  which  were  awarded,  on  the  inclosure  of  the  common  fields,  to  the  vicar 
and  churchwardens,  for  the  time  being,  in  lieu  of  land,  on  which  the  sum  of 
7/.  a year  had  been  previously  secured,  and  which  was  purchased,  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  parishioners,  for  the  support  of  a school.  The  sum  of  2/.  125., 
part  of  the  7 /.  a year,  having  been  given  to  provide  1 5.  worth  of  bread,  to  be 
distributed  weekly  at  the  church,  among  four  poor  persons  of  the  township  of 
Bramham,  and  two  of  the  township  of  Clifford,  is  now  regularly  applied  for 
that  purpose.  The  sum  of  4 /.  I5.  4 c/.,  other  part  of  the  7/-  a year,  belongs  to 
the  poor  of  the  township  of  Bramham,  and  is  distributed  among  poor  persons 
by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  and  the  remainder,  6s.  8c/,  a year,  being 
appropriated  to  the  township  of  Clifford,  is  given  to  poor  persons  of  that 
township. 

The  allotments  are  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Fawcett,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  18/.  a year.  The  rent  was  formerly  20/.  a year,  but  was  reduced 
at  the  time  of  the  general  depression  of  rents  5 it  is  stated,  however,  that  the 
land  is  now  again  worth  20/.  per  annum. 

After  deducting  the  yearly  sum  of7/«>  the  rent  is  paid  to  the  master  of 
Bramham  school,  for  teaching  four  poor  children  of  Bramham,  and  two  of  Clifford, 
and  these  he  instructs,  with  other  children  paid  for  by  their  parents,  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic. 

The  schoolmaster  has  the  use  of  a dwelling-house  and  school,  which  were 
given  at  the  time  of  the  inclosure  by  Benjamin  Earnonson,  esquire,  with  the 
consent  of  the  parishioners,  for  an  old  parish  school-house  and  school. 

Kep.  \5.  4 L 3 
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Benefactions  ; 
School  Land. 


Taking’s 
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Bramham. 

Laking’s  Dole. 

V., J 


Troutbeck’s  and 
Whitehead’s  Doles. 


Taking’s  Dole. 

Ann  Laking,  in  1715,  gave  1 1.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
Bramham. 

This  yearly  sum  is  paid  by  Mr.  John  Chambers,  as  a charge  on  land  be- 
longingto  him,  called  the  Folly  Orchard,  and  is  distributed  with  the  sacrament 
money. 

Troutbeck’s  and  Whitehead’s  Doles. 

Samuel  Troutheck  gave  two  sums,  amounting  together  to  30/.  85.  Qd.,  to  the 
poor  of  Bramham  township,  the  interest  to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s  day  j 
and  George  Whitehead  gave  to  the  poor  of  Bramham  20/.,  and  to  the  poor  of 
Clifford  10/.,  the  interest  to  be  distributed  yearly. 

The  sum  of  I6/.,  part  of  Troutbeck’s  benefaction,  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Richard  Smith,  of  Boston,  in  the  parish  of  Bramham,  at  interest  of  145.  4(/.  per 
annum,  which  is  distributed  with  the  sacrament  money.  The  remainder  of 
Troutbeck’s  benefaction  and  Whitehead’s  benefaction  were  many  years  ago 
placed  out  at  interest,  with  Mr.  William  Wilkes,  but  no  interest  has  been  paid 
by  him  for  several  years,  and  his  circumstances  are  such,  that  no  hope  is  now 
entertained  of  recovering  the  principal. 


Gifts  of  Eleanor  and  Christopher  Pow'ell. 

Gifts  of  Eleanor  and  Eleanor  Powdl  gave  125.  a year  for  the  teaching  of  one  poor  child;  and 

Christopher  Powell.  Christopher  Powell  gave  18  5.  a year  to  the  poor  of  Bramham,  to  be  distributed 
on  St.  John’s  day. 

These  two  annual  sums  are  paid  by  Mrs.  Eamonson,  late  Miss  Powell,  wife 
of  Benjamin  Eamonson,  esquire.  The  former  is  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
national  school  at  Bramham,  and  the  latter  is  distributed  among  poor  persons 
by  Mrs.  Eamonson. 

Wildman’s  Gift. 

Wildmaii’s  Gift.  JoJm  Wildman  gave  five  guineas,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  to  poor 
persons  of  Clifford  at  Christmas. 

The  sum  of  55.  a year,  interest  of  this  gift,  is  paid  by  Mr.  Joseph  Wadding- 
ton  to  the  churchwarden,  and  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Clifford, 
with  the  sacrament  money. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  in  order  to  prevent  loss  or  dispute,  it  would  be  desir- 
able, that  the  minister  and  churchwardens  should  require  from  the  individuals 
in  whose  hands  the  outstanding  benefactions  are  placed,  to  give  some  security 
or  acknowledgment  for  the  respective  funds. 

Da-wson’s  Charity. 

Dawson’s  Cliaiity.  See  the  account  of  this  charity,  which  is  partly  for  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  Clifford,  under  the  head  of  General  Charities  for  the  West  Riding  of  the 
county  of  York. 


PARISH  OF  BROTHERTON. 

TOWNSHIPS  OF  BROTHERTON,  SUTTON -AND  POOL. 

Benefaction  Fund. 

Brotherton,  Sutton  This  fund,  amounting  to  108/.,  is  in  the  hands  of  John  Bower,  of  Smeathall.s, 
and  Pool.  near  Ferrybridge,  esquire,  at  interest  of  5/.  85.  per  annum.  The  fund  was 
Benofa^^Fund.  ^nce  135/.,  but  part  of  it  was  lost  many  years  ago. 

In  conformity  with  the  intentions  of  the  respective  donors,  the  interest  of  the 
money  is  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  different  townships  in  the  parish, 
at  Christmas,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. ; Brotherton,  4/.  J 5.  6</. ; Sutton 
1/.  4 5.  9r/.  ; and  Byrom-cum-Poole,  1 5.  9 c/.  The  money  is  distributed  with 
the  sacrament  collections,  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens. 

• Turner’s  Gift. 

Turner’s  Gift.  The  sum  of  105.  a year,  the  interest  of  a gift  of  10/.  by  a person  named 
Turner,  for  the  jioor  of  Sutton,  is  paid  as  a charge  upon  a field  in  Sutton,  the 
property  of  Sir  John  Ramsden,  baronet,  to  the  churchwardens  of  Sutton,  and 
is  distributed  with  the  interest  of  the  benefaction  fund. 


Turton’s  Rent  Charge. 

Turion’s  There  is  an  annual  sum  of  55.  for  the  poor  of  Brotherton,  paid  as  part  of  a 

Rent  Charge.  rent-charge  of  205.  a year,  (of  which  the  remainder  is  applicable  to  charitable 
purposes  in  Ferry  Fryston),  issuing  out  of  a close  in  the  Brotherton  Ings,  called 

Curtis 
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I Curtis  Acre.  The  rent-charge  is  paid  by  Mr.  Haxby,  the  owner  of  the  land,  Brotherton,  Sutton 
I and  the  sum  of  5s.  a year  is  distributed,  with  the  interest  of  the  benefaction  and  Fool, 
i fund,  among  the  poor  of  Brotherton. 

' Sutton  Poor’s  Fund. 

j The  sum  of  12/.,  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Sutton,  of  which  the  original  Sutton  Poor’s  Fund, 
I acquisition  is  unknown,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Isherwood,  curate 
of  Brotherton,  and  the  interest,  12s.  a year,  is  distributed  among  the  poor  of 
Sutton,  with  the  other  charity  money. 

' Wilson’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  100/.,  which  was  left  by  a Mr.  Wilson,  in  1731,  the  interest  to  Wilson’s  Charity. 

, be  paid  yearly,  for  teaching  the  poorest  children  of  Brotherton  to  read,  is  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Bower  above-named,  at  interest  at  51.  per  cent.  The  interest 
is  paid  to  a schoolmaster  of  Brotherton,  for  teaching  to  read  a certain  number  of 
poor  children,  nominated  by  the  minister. 


PARISH  OF  MONK  FRYSTON. 

The  Parish  School. 

By  an  Act  of  the  32d  George  3,  for  dividing  and  inclosing  the  open  fields.  Monk  Fryston. 
&c.  within  the  township  of  Monk  Fryston,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  commis-  - — 

sioners  should  set  out  and  award  unto  the  Rev.  Robert  Darley  Waddilove  and  Bansh  School. 
Christopher  Robinson,  and  also  unto  the  curate  and  churchwardens  of  Monk 
Fryston,  for  the  time  being,  Benjamin  Hinsworth,  Joseph  Swallow,  the  Rev. 

Richard  Fawcett,  William  Toutil,  and  Samuel  Smith,  in  trust,  for  the  school- 
master of  Monk  Fryston,  for  the  time  being,  such  part  of  the  common  fields  as 
the  commissioners  should  think  equal  in  value  to  five  acres  of  land  upon  the  com- 
mons and  waste  grounds,  which  allotment  should  be  vested  in  the  prebendary  of 
Wistow,  and  his  successors  and  lessees,  the  curate  and  churchwardens  of  Monk 
Fryston,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  said  Benjamin  Hinsworth,  Joseph  Swallow, 

Richard  Fawcett,  William  Toutil,  and  Samuel  Smith,  and  their  respective 
! heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  the  schoolmaster  of  Monk  Fryston,  for  the  time 
being,  to  be  elected  and  chosen  by  them,  for  ever. 

The  land  allotted  and  awarded  as  an  equivalent  by  the  commissioners,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Act,  consists  of  a close  of  3a.  3r,  Jf.  in  the  East  Field,  worth 
10/.  a year,  or  thereabouts. 

A school-house  and  school  were  erected  about  IG  years  ago,  by  means  of 
! some  arrears  of  rent  of  the  school  land,  and  of  a subscrijition,  partly  on  waste 
land,  at  Monk  Fryston,  and  partly  on  the  site  of  some  poor’s  houses  that  had 
been  pulled  down. 

The  school  premises  and  land  are  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster,  who, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  wife,  keeps  a school  for  educating  the  children  of  the 
parishioners,  the  number  attending  the  school  being  generally  about  10  in  the 
summer  months,  and  from  20  to  30  in  w'inter. 

It  has  not  been  usual,  or  required,  to  instruct  any  of  the  children  as  free 
scholars. 

Doles. 


DONORS. 

AMOUNT. 

PROPERTY  CHARGED. 

BY  WHOM  PAID. 

Christopher  Robinson 

£.  s.  d. 

- 5 - 

Close  in  ISlilford  Ings  - 

William  Hill. 

Rev.  William  Roulh  - 

- 5 - 

Close  in  North  Luniby 

George  Dixooi 

Richard  Swallow 

- 10  - 

The  Russ  Crofts  at  Little 
Fenton. 

Greenwood. 

These  doles  are  regularly  collected,  and  distributed  at  the  church  on  Christmas- 
day,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  among  the  poorest  people  of  the 
township  of  Monk  Fryston. 

! Rep.  15. 
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Strobe’s 


Rrotberlon,  Sutton 
and  fool. 


Strode’s 
Poor’s  Lands. 


Rhodes’s 
Poor’s  Land. 


Burton-Salmon. 


Turner’s  Dole. 


Kirkby  Wharfe. 
Rhodes’s  Charity. 


Stanhope’s  Charity. 


L'lleskelf. 


Ledsham. 


Lewis’s  Hospital. 
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Strobe’s  Poor’s  Land. 

This  land,  consisting  of  18  acres,  or  thereabouts,  at  Lumby,  was  purchased 
with  100/.  left  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  by  the  Rev.  William  Strode,  and  is  let 
to  George  Webster,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  21/.  a year,  being  the  fair  annual  value. 
The  rent  is  distributed  at  Christinas,  among  poor  people  of  the  several  townships 
in  the  parish,  in  certain  proportions  to  each,  and  in  different  sums,  according  to 
the  state  of  their  families, 

Rhodes’s  Poor’s  Land. 

A piece  of  land,  containing  three  roods,  or  thereabouts,  in  Hillam,  was  pur- 
chased with  10/.  given  by  Elizabeth  Rhodes,  for  the  poor  of  the  townships  of 
Monk  Fryston  and  Hillam.  It  is  let  to  John  Gilliam,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  1/. 
per  annum,  the  fair  value,  and  the  rent  is  distributed  at  Christmas  among  poor 
persons  of  the  two  townships. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BURTON  SALMON. 

Turner’s  Dole. 

The  sum  of  10  5.  a year,  for  the  poor  of  Burton-Salmon,  is  paid  as  a rent- 
charge  issuing  out  of  land  at  Sutton,  the  property  of  Sir -John  Ramsden,  baronet, 
and  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  the  township.  The  dole  is  supposed 
to  have  originated  under  a gift  by  a person  named  Turner. 


PARISH  OF  KIRKBY  WHARFE. 

Rhodes’s  Charity. 

Mary  Rhodes,  who  died  in  I762,  bequeathed  150/.  to  be  put  out  at  interest, 
and  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  every  Sabbath-day 
in  the  parish  church,  among  poor  persons  attending  divine  service. 

This  legacy  is  secured  by  way  of  mortgage  on  some  houses  at  Walmgate,  in 
York,  the  property  of  ^Irs.  Bennington,  ar  interest  of  6/.  155.  a year,  and  the 
interest  is  laid  out  in  supplying  penny  loaves,  which  are  distributed  every 
Sunday  at  the  church  by  the  churchwardens. 

Stanhope’s  Charity. 

George  Stanhope,  by  his  will,  dated  in  I678,  devised  a rent-charge  of  2/.  4.y. 
a year,  which  is  paid  out  of  a close,  called  the  Row  Close,  in  the  township  of 
Grimstone,  in  this  parish,  the  property  of  Lord  Hawke,  to  be  applied  as  follows 
viz.  1/.  to  the  vicar,  for  a sermon  every  New  Year’s-day,  85.  to  the  poor  of 
Kirkby  AVharfe  township;  and  IC5.  a year  to  the  jioor  of  the  township  ol‘ 
Grimstone.  The  rent-charge  is  regularly  paid  and  ajiplied,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  donor ; the  money  given  for  the  poor  being  distributed  with 
that  collected  at  the  sacrament. 

TOWNSIllB  OF  ULLESKELF. 

There  is  an  annual  sum  of  IO5.  paid  for  the  use  of  the  jioor  of  this  township, 
out  of  an  acre  of  land  in  Ulleskelf,  late  the  property  of  Richard  Johnson.  The 
charity  was  given  by  Robert  Richardso?i,  in  1719,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
poor  of  Ulleskelf,  in  corn,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  which  is  regularly  done  every 
year. 


PARISH  OF  LEDSHAM. 

Lewis’s  Hospital. 

Sir  JoJm  Lewis,  by  his  will,  made  in  or  about  the  month  of  June  I67O,  diiecteil 
that  an  hospital  should  be  built  near  Ledsham  church,  to  contain  10  poor  aged 
people,  being  single  persons,  half  of  them  men,  and  half  women,  to  be  cho.sen 
out  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ledsham  and  Ledstone,  and  that  three  or  more  of  the 
poor  persons  should  have  4/.  per  annum  each,  to  be  paid  half-yearly  by  his 
executors,  and  that  the  poor  people  should  have  allowances  for  clothes,  and 
other  things,  as  mentioned  in  the  will ; and  he  charged  the  payments  for  tlie 
above  purposes,  amounting  together  to  60/.  a vear,  on  real  estates  in  the  county 
of  York. 

Sir  John  Lewis,  left  issue  two  daughters,  his  co-heirs,  viz. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Theophilus  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  left  issue,  George  Earl  of  Huntingdon, 

and 
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and  Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Robert  Earl  of  Scarsdale, 
who  died  without  issue,  and  whose  interest  in  the  real  estates  of  the  said  Sir 
John  Lewis,  or  great  part  thereof,  vested  in  George  Lord  Bingley,  and  Lady 
Harriet,  his  wife,  in  her  right. 

An  hospital,  or  almshouse,  was  erected  by  the  executors  of  Sir  John  Lewis, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made 
in  a cause,  wherein  the  Attorney  General  was  informant,  and  the  Earl  of 
Huntingdom,  and  others,  were  defendants,  by  which  decree  the  said  Theophilus 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  Robert  Earl  of  Scarsdale,  were  appointed  governors 
of  the  hospital,  the  yearly  sum  of  60/.  given  by  the  will,  for  the  support  and 
allowances  of  the  almspeople,  was  charged  by  deed,  dated  the  2d  of  June  1694, 
one-half  thereof  on  the  manor  of  Shadwell,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  divers 
messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  said  manor,  the  property 
of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon ; and  the  other  half  upon  a messuage,  called  the 
Manor  House,  in  the  parish  of  Allerton-Bywater,  in  the  county  of  York,  and 
several  closes  thereto  belonging,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Scarsdale. 

By  a deed,  bearing  date  the  l6th  of  August  1735,  by  which  the  estates, 
subject  to  the  rent-charge  of  60 1.  a year,  were  conveyed  to  new  trustees  upon 
trust,  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  rent-charge ; after  reciting,  that  Lady 
Elizabeth  Hastings,  to  whom  the  manor  of  Shadwell  then  belonged,  had  for 
several  years,  with  great  care,  seen  the  revenues  of  the  hospital  applied  in  the 
best  manner  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  people,  and  had  thereby  raised  a fund 
of  408/.;  and  that  she  was  willing,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  convey  the  messuage, 
lands  and  hereditaments  in  Ryther,  in  the  county  of  York,  therein  mentioned, 
to  the  trustees,  in  augmentation  of  the  charity;  the  said  Lady  Elizabeth 
Hastings,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  of  408  /.  conveyed  a messuage  and 
farm,  with  the  buildings  and  land  thereto  belonging,  in  Ryther,  then  of  the 
yearly  rent  of  17  /•  to  the  said  trustees,  upon  trust,  that  they  should,  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  yearly,  add  a sum  of  205.  a piece  to  the  allowance  of 
each  poor  man  and  woman  in  the  hospital;  and  in  the  next  place,  pay  out  of 
the  rents  thereof,  6/.  a year,  to  such  person  who  should  be  appointed  by  the 
governors  of  the  hospital,  to  be  a nurse  to  attend  and  assist  such  of  the  poor 
people  as  should  be  sick  or  infirm,  ancj,  to  apply  the  overplus,  if  any,  towards 
the  repair  and  support  of  the  hospital,  or  supplying  them  with  necessaries 
wanting  to  the  accommodation  of  the  poor  men  and  women,  as  they  should 
think  fit. 

By  another  indenture,  dated  the  25th  November  I768,  whereby  the  property 
of  the  hospital  was  vested  in  new  trustees ; after  reciting,  that  inconvenience 
had  arisen  in  the  appointment  of  a resident  nurse  in  the  hospital,  insomuch 
that  the  poor  people  made  continual  complaints  of  their  want  of  assistance,  and 
it  being  found  more  beneficial  to  the  charity  to  determine  such  appointment, 
the  said  office  had  been,  by  the  direction  of  the  governors,  dropped  soon  after 
the  institution  thereof,  and  the  annual  payment  of  6/.  had  been  laid  up,  together 
with  several  other  sums,  which  by  the  care  and  economy  of  the  successive 
governors  of  the  charity,  the  trustees  had  been  enabled  to  save  and  improve  to 
a considerable  amount ; it  was  declared,  that  the  trustees  should  yearly,  out  of 
the  rents  of  the  farm  and  lands  in  Ryther,  add  205.  a-piece  to  the  allowance 
of  4/.  a year  before-mentioned,  to  be  appointed  for  each  poor  man  and  woman 
in  the  hospital,  and  apply  the  overplus,  not  only  towards  the  repair  of  the 
hospital,  but  also  towards  the  supply  of  any  necessaries  wanting  for  the  accoir- 
modation  and  more  comfortable  support  of  the  poor  men  and  women,  in  such 
manner  as  the  governors,  for  the  time  being,  should  in  their  discretion  think 
fit ; and  it  was  thereby  agreed  and  provided,  that  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon, 
party  thereto,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  and  in  default  of  such  issue,  the 
owners  for  the  time  being  of  the  manor  of  Ledstone,  and  George  Lord  Bingley, 
another  party  thereto,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  by  his  then  wife,  and  in 
default  of  such  issue,  the  owners  for  the  time  being  of  the  barony  of  Bardsey, 
in  the  county  of  York,  theretofore  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  Sir  John 
Lewis,  should  be  perpetual  governors  of  the  hospital. 

By  virtue  of  a deed,  dated  the  l6th  October  1793,  the  legal  interest  in  the 
property  and  estates  of  the  hospital  is  now  vested  in  Sir  John  Ramsden,  baronet; 
the  Earl  of  Lonsdale;  Sir  John  Lowther,  baronet;  Sir  John  Beckett,  baronet ; 
and  Christopher  Wilson,  esquire,  as  surviving  trustees. 

The  governors  are  the  present  proprietors  of  the  manor  of  Ledstone,  and  the 
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Ledsham.  estate  at  Bards^y  j but  for  some  time  past,  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 

^ charity,  and  the  appointment  of  the  almspeople,  has  been  left  or  confided  to 

rector  of  Ledsham,  for  the  time  being. 

^ The  hospital  contains  1 1 tenements,  each  consisting  of  two  apartments,  and 

having  a small  garden  in  front,  and  it  is  occupied  by  11  almspeople,  of  whom 
six  are  women,  and  five  of  them  men,  single  persons  of  the  townships  of  Ledsham 
and  Ledstone,  and  upwards  of  60  years  of  age  when  appointed  ; the  eleventh 
almsperson  having  been  added  to  the  original  number,  at  or  soon  after  the  time 
when  a nurse  ceased  to  be  maintained  for  the  hospital. 

The  payment  of  30/.  a year,  charged  on  the  manor  of  Shadwell,  has  been 
increased  by  the  trustees  of  Lady  Betty  Hastings’s  charities,  in  pursuance  of 
the  directions  of  her  will ; having  been  advanced,  first  to  40/.  and  since  to  60/. 
per  annum. 

The  sum  of  30/.  a year,  charged  on  the  manor  of  Allerton  By  water,  is  paid 
by  T.  D.  Bland,  esquire,  the  present  proprietor  of  that  estate. 

The  estate  at  Ryther,  which  comprises  a farm-house,  and  49  a.  1 r.  31  p.  of 
land,  is  let  to  Albon  Prince,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  50/.  per  annum,  the  present 
fair  annual  value. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  the  charity,  the  sum  of  400/.  three  per  cent  con- 
sols, which  was  transferred  in  1769,  in  satisfaction  of  a balance  of  36l/.  135.  10c/. 
then  due  from  the  estate  of  one  of  the  trustees,  who  had  also  acted  as 
treasurer. 

The  almspeople  receive  each  of  them  155.  a month,  and  they  are  provided 
each  of  them  with  two  dozen  corves  or  cart-loads  of  coals  in  the  year,  and  with 
a complete  suit  of  clothing,  once  in  two  years,  together  with  a hat,  two  shirts  or 
shifts,  one  pair  of  shoes,  and  one  pair  of  stockings.  There  are  also  paid  to  the 
Ledsham  schoolmaster,  for  reading  prayers  in  the  hospital  twice  a day  on  week 
days,  2/.  25.  a year,  and  to  the  treasurer  for  his  salary,  51.  5s.  a year. 

In  1816,  the  hospital  was  completely  repaired,  at  the  expense  of  140/.  or 
thereabouts. 

The  accounts  relating  to  the  charity  were  kept  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Paver, 
vicar  of  Ledsham,  until  his  death,  in  1813,  and  since  that  time,  until  very 
recently  they  have  been  kept  by  Mr.  Paver,  of  Selby,  his  son,  who  had  been 
used  to  assist  his  father  in  keeping  his  accounts.  We  find,  that  the  accounts 
have  been  regularly  entered,  and  a balance  struck  once  in  two  years,  and  that 
the  balance  due  from  the  treasurer  in  1823,  the  last  time  it  had  been  struck 
previous  to  this  inquiry,  was  62/.  6 5.  9^/.  Mr.  Paver  has  resigned  the  trea- 
surership  to  the  Rev.  C.  Medhurst,  of  Ledsham,  and  has  paid  him  the  sum  of 
60/.  in  respect  of  the  balance. 

Considering  the  present  state  of  the  income  of  the  hospital,  and  the  amount 
of  annual  expenditure,  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  stipends  of  the  almspeople 
would  properly  be  increased  to  a small  extent. 

Doles. 

Doles.  Ten  shillings  a year,  paid  out  of  land  called  Wharton  Pasture,  the  property 

of  Thomas  Davison  Bland,  esquire,  given  in  bread,  on  New  Year’s  day  and 
Good  Friday. 

Twenty  shillings  a year,  paid  out  of  land  at  Scholes,  in  the  parish  of  Barwick- 
in-Elmet,  lately  occupied  by  Thomas  Tingley,  being  the  gift  of  Thomas  Selby, 
to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  one-half  to  the  poor  of  Fairburn,  in  this 
parish,  and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  townships  of  Ledsham  and  Led- 
stone, distributed  in  money,  according  to  the  donor’s  direction,  by  the  parish 
officers. 

Poor’s  Money. 

Poor’s  Money.  The  Slim  of70/.  being  the  amount  of  certain  benefactions  to  the  poor,  is 
lodged  in  the  Pontefract  savings  bank,  at  interest  of  four  per  cent,  in  the  names 
of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Ledsham,  and  the  interest,  of  which  a given 
portion  is  set  apart  for  each  township  in  the  parish,  is  distributed  among  poor 
persons  by  the  parish  officers. 

Sellon’s  Charity. 

Sellon’s  Charity.  The  Rev.  Walter  Sellon  gave  50/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  employed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  towards  providing  necessaries  for  the 
poor  in  times  of  sickness,  and  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  be  laid  out  in  garments 
for  the  poor,  in  such  manner  as  the  vicar  should  think  proper. 


The 
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The  sum  of  50  /.  is  deposited  in  the  Pontefract  savings  bank,  and  the  interest 
is  applied  by  the  vicar  in  the  relief  of  poor  persons  of  Ledsham,  and  in  the 
purchase  of  bread,  which  is  distributed  on  New  Year’s  day  and  Good  Friday. 

Shirtliff’s  Benefaction. 

An?i  Shirtliff,  by  will,  proved  at  York  23d  April  1770,  bequeathed  10/.  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor 
of  Ledsham,  yearly,  on  New  Year’s  day.  Interest  appears  to  have  been  paid 
on  account  of  the  benefaction  down  to  the  year  1809,  or  thereabouts,  when 
the  payment  was  refused;  but  we  have  not  met  with  such  proof  of  liability  to 
pay  the  legacy  as  would  make  it  expedient,  regard  being  had  to  the  amount 
of  the  benefaction,  to  recommend  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  to 
recover  it. 

Lady  Betty  Hastings’s  Charities. 


Ledsham. 


Sellon’s  Charity 
continued. 


Shirtliff’s 

Benefaction. 


The  School. — An  account  will  be  given  of  this  institution  in  the  general 
report  of  Lady  Betty  Hastings's  charities,  on  a future  occasion. 

The  Charity  for  Widows  of  Vicars  of  Ledsham. — By  indentures  of  lease 
and  release  the  release,  dated  the  31st  August  1734,  between  the  Right 
honourable  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings,  of  the  first  part ; George  Crowle,  of 
Ferryfrystone,  esquire,  Richard  Wilson,  of  Leeds,  esquire,  and  Robert  Potter, 
of  Collingham,  clerk,  of  the  second  part ; and  the  Rev.  John  Benson,  vicar  of 
the  parish  church  of  Ledsham,  of  the  third  part ; reciting,  that  Lady  Betty 
Hastings,  in  order  to  provide  a maintenance  for  the  widows  of  the  vicars  of 
the  said  parish  church,  and  for  the  better  sustenance  of  the  vicars  of  the  said 
church,  when  there  should  be  no  such  widow,  had  given  220/.  to  be  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  lands,  to  be  settled  as  thereinafter  mentioned ; it  was  witnessed, 
that  the  said  George  Crowle,  Richard  Wilson,  and  Robert  Potter,  by  the 
direction  of  the  said  Lady  Hastings,  conveyed  unto  the  said  John  Benson,  and 
his  heirs,  a messuage,  barn,  stable  and  garth,  and  certain  closes  of  land,  and 
open  field  lands,  in  the  indenture  described,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Monk 
Fryston,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Benson  for  life,  and  after  his  decease  to 
the  use  of  Anne  his  wife  for  life,  and  after  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Crowle,  Wilson  and  Potter,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
trust,  that  they  should  suffer  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  to  be 
received  by  the  widow  or  widows  of  such  clerk  or  clerks,  in  holy  orders,  as 
should  at  the  time  of  his  or  their  death  be  incumbent  or  incumbents  of  the  said 
church  and  vicarage,  so  long  as  she  or  they  should  remain  sole  and  unmarried ; 
and  when  there  should  be  no  such  widow,  then  that  the  trustees  should  suffer 
the  rents  and  profits  to  be  received  by  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish  church  for 
the  time  being  ; and  it  was  directed,  that  as  often  as  the  said  church  and 
vicarage  should  be  vacant,  and  there  should  be  living  no  such  widow  of  a vicar 
of  the  said  church,  entitled  to  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  the  rents 
and  profits  that  should  arise  during  the  vacancy  of  the  vicarage  should  accu- 
mulate for  the  benefit  of  the  succeeding  vicar  for  his  own  use,  provided,  that 
in  case  there  should  be  two  or  more  widows  of  vicars  entitled  to  the  rents  and 
profits,  in  such  case  the  widow  of  the  vicar  who  had  died  first  should  receive 
the  whole  rents  and  profits,  as  long  as  she  should  continue  sole  and  unmarried. 

The  charity  estate  consists  of  a house,  and  29  a.  3r.  10 p.  of  land,  and  is 
occupied  by  Mark  Heartley,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  16/.  as  tenant  to  Mrs.  Tat- 
tersall,  widow  of  a late  vicar  of  Ledsham,  and  who  is  under  the  deed  and  gift 
in  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits.  The  trustees  have  all  been  some  time  dead, 
and  it  is  not  known  in  whom  the  legal  estate  in  the  property  has  become 
vested. 


Lady 

Betty  Hastings’s 
Charities. 


PARISH  OF  SAXTON. 

Fletcher’s  Gift. 

Richard  Fletcher,  in  1739,  gave  10/.  the  annual  interest  to  be  distributed 
yearly,  by  the  overseers,  among  the  poor.  The  sum  of  105.  a year,  paid  as 
interest  of  the  benefaction,  is  divided  at  Christmas  among  poor  widows  of  the 
parish. 
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Ackworth. 


The  Poor’s  Estate. 


Calverle3’’s  Dole, 
Lamb’s  Dole,  and 
Rishforth’s  Dole. 


Poor's  Tenements. 


The  Manor  Trust. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  OSGOLDCROSS. 

PARISH  OF  ACKWORTH. 

The  Poor’s  Estate. 

A piece  of  land  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  in  1763,  with  400/., 
of  which  the  sum  of  340/.  was  the  amount  of  sundry  benefactions  and  sums  of 
money  formerly  given  for  the  use  of  the  poor  ; and  the  remaining  sum  of  60/. 
was  advanced  in  order  to  effect  the  purchase,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee,  then  rector 
of  Ackworth,  in  consideration  of  a lease  of  the  land  being  granted  to  him,  for 
99  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  12/. 

The  poor’s  estate,  in  its  present  condition,  consists  of  a mansion  house,  now 
occupied  by  Major  Goldsworthy  (which  was  built  on  the  land  after  the  purchase), 
5 a.  & 16p.  of  land  adjoining  the  house,  and  forming  part  of  a park,  and  an 
allotment  of  2 a.  2r.  28  p.,  called  the  Pasture,  which  was  awarded  on  an  inclo- 
sure, in  respect  of  the  land  originally  purchased.  The  term  for  99  years  com- 
menced on  the  ISth  February  176l<;  on  its  expiration,  the  property  will  be  of 
considerable  annual  value. 

The  yearly  reserved  rent  of  12/.  is  distributed,  in  vestry,  twice  a year,  on  the 
dole  days,  viz.;  Saint  Thomas’s-day,  and  a day  in  Whitsun  week,  among  poor 
persons  of  the  parish. 

Calverley’s  Dole,  Lamb’s  Dole,  and  Rishforth’s  Dole. 

Ann  Calverley,  by  will,  dated  in  1699.  gave  to  the  poor  of  Ackworth  105. 
a year,  secured  on  land  in  Ackw'orth.  The  security  was  in  1777  transferred  to 

other  land  in  Ackworth,  now  in  the  occupation  of Kirby,  as  tenant  to 

John  Petyt,  esquire. 

Matthew  Larnb,  by  will,  dated  5th  September  1680,  gave  IOj.  a year,  to  be 
paid  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  to  the  minister  and  overseers,  for  the  poor,  out  of  an 
acre  of  land  called  the  Berril,  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  George  Maddison. 

( John  RisJiforth,  by  deed,  dated  22d  October  l660,  granted  to  the  minister, 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  a rent-charge  of  1 /.  per  annum,  out 
of  a piece  of  ground  called  the  Outgang,  containing,  by  estimation,  15  acres, 
upon  trust,  to  distribute  the  same  on  St.  Thomas-day,  among  the  most  needful 
poor  of  the  parish.  The  property  subject  to  the  charge,  is  part  of  a farm, 
called  the  Outgang  Farm,  belonging  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

These  doles  are  regularly  paid,  and  distributed  with  the  rent  of  the  poor’s 
estate. 

Poor’s  Tenements. 

It  appears,  from  a memorandum  in  the  parish  register,  that  two  cottages  or 
tenements  in  Ackworth,  built  by  a Dr.  Bradley,  in  1666,  were  erected  for  two 
poor  ancient  widows,  and  two  other  persons  to  assist  them.  No  provision  was 
made  for  repairing  the  tenements,  or  maintaining  the  poor  persons,  and  the 
building  is  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  parishioners.  One  of  the  tenements 
is  occupied  by  a widow  who  is  a parish  pauper ; the  other  by  a labouring  man, 
with  a large  family,  but  who  does  not  receive  regular  parochial  relief.  It  seems 
proper,  that  tliese  tenements  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  such  poor 
persons  as  are  not  maintained  by  the  parish. 

The  Manor  Trust. 

The  manor  of  Ackworth,  parcel  of  the  honor  of  Pontefract,  was  granted, 
the  24th  February  1628,  to  trustees,  subject  to  the  yearly  rent  of  455.  9 fc/. 
payable  to  the  receiver  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  to  the  intent,  that  the  clear 
profit  to  arise  by  the  royalties  of  the  manor,  by  the  rents  of  freeholds,  and  the 
profits  of  court  by  perquisites  and  casual  profits,  or  otherwise,  should,  after  the 
payment  of  the  rent  reserved  to  his  Majesty,  be  applied  for  a fit  allowance  and 
fees  for  the  steward  and  bailiff  of  the  manor ; and  after  payment  thereof,  for 
the  necessary  repair  of  the  highways  within  the  said  manor,  or  for  or  towards 
the  relief  of  such  of  the  poor  of  the  said  manor  or  lordship,  for  the  time  being, 
which,  in  respect  of  their  impotence  or  otherwise,  should  stand  in  greatest  need 
thereof,  the  same  to  be  disbursed  and  disposed  of  at  and  by  the  discretion  of 
the  greater  number  of  the  persons,  for  the  time  being,  interested  in  the  said 
manor ; provided,  that  when  there  should  be  only  two  of  the  trustees  of  the 
manor  living,  a new  election  should  be  made  by  tlie  feoffees  of  the  manor,  to 
make  up  the  number  of  seven  trustees. 


There 


York.] 


FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES. 


641 


There  are  at  present  three  persons  living,  in  whom,  as  trustees,  the  manor  is 
now  vested  ; but  as  circumstances  render  it  expedient  that  new  trustees  should 
be  appointed,  we  have  recommended  that  an  election  and  appointment  should 
be  made. 

The  profits  of  the  manor  arise  from  the  rent  of  a small  piece  of  waste  land, 
which  was  left,  at  the  time  of  the  inclosure,  for  digging  stones  for  the  use  of 
the  parishioners,  and  which  land  is  now  let  at  1 1 .s.  a year ; from  acknow- 

ledgments for  encroachments  on  the  waste  ; and  from  the  rent  of  a house,  malt- 
kiln,  seven  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  rectory,  on  the  east,  and  four  acres  of 
land  called  Pudding  Bush,  which  premises  and  estate,  in  or  about  the  year 
1803,  came  to  the  lords  of  the  manor,  by  escheat,  on  the  death  of  a person 
named  Townsley,  the  last  proprietor,  who  was  illegitimate,  and  died  intestate. 

The  principal  acknowledgments  paid  for  encroachments  appear  to  be  the  sum 
of  55.  a year,  reserved  by  deed  of  the  14th  Charles  1st,  in  respect  of  30  yards  of 
ground,  on  which  a wind-mill  now  stands,  and  6s.  8 d.  a year,  paid  as  a fent-charge 

on  an  acre  of  land  in  Thorpe  Leys,  part  of  a farm  in  the  possession  of 

Wilton.  The  house,  malt-kiln,  and  seven  acres  of  land,  are  let  to  George  Coates, 
as  yearly  tenant,  at  35/.  per  annum  ; and  the  four  acres  of  land  are  let  to  John 
Pearson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  10/.  per  annum.  The  estate  is  let  at  its  full 
value. 

The  acknowledgments  for  waste  land,  together  with  two  annual  payments, 
one  of  1 /.  8 s.  reserved  to  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  for  the  use  of  the 
parish,  by  a deed,  dated  in  May  1660;  and  the  other,  being  a yearly  sum  of 
45.  8d.,  paid  for  an  acre  of  land  on  the  common,  are  usually  paid  to  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  for  the  use  of  the  parishioners. 

The  rents  of  the  estate,  which  came  to  the  lords  of  the  manor  by  escheat, 
were  applied  for  some  time  towards  paying  off  a mortgage  of  400/.  to  which 
the  estate  was  subject,  and  they  are  now  paid  partly  to  the  surveyors  of  the 
highways,  and  partly  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

The  manor  appears  to  have  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  parishioners, 
and  the  rents  and  profits  have  accordingly  been  always  applied  for  the  public 
occasions  of  the  parish,  in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  and  not  as  a charity 
for  individuals  of  a particular  class  or  description. 

The  accounts  are  produced  to  the  parishioners,  at  an  open  vestry  meeting  on 
Saint  Mark’s  day,  convened  once  a year ; and  at  the  settlement,  in  April  1825, 
the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  was  5/.  135.  2^c?. 

The  expenses  of  the  courts  leet  are  paid  out  of  the  income,  in  the  first 
instance;  they  do  not  exceed  5 /.  or  thereabouts,  for  each  court.  Courts  are 
not  held  more  than  once  a year,  and  only  one  has  been  held  for  the  last  two 
years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lowther’s  Hospital  and  School. 

By  indenture  of  the  30th  November  1741,  Mary  Lowther,  of  Ackworth  Park, 
spinster,  conveyed  to  Sir  William  Lowther,  baronet,  and  four  others,  a messuage 
in  Ackworth,  divided  into  seven  tenements,  recently  erected  by  the  said  Mary 
Lowther,  the  middle  tenement  being  intended  for  a school-house  and  dwelling- 
house  for  a schoolmaster,  and  the  six  other  tenements  for  the  habitation  of  six 
poor  women,  and  also  a messuage,  called  Chapel  House,  and  three  closes  of 
land,  namely.  Chapel  Close,  containing,  by  estimation,  four  acres;  Bean  Yard, 
three  acres  and  a half,  and  the  Milne  Yard,  three  acres  and  a half;  and  also 
three  acres  and  a half  of  arable  land,  lying  dispersed  in  the  town  fields  of  Pur- 
ston  Jacklin  ; upon  trust,  as  to  the  messuage  or  dwelling-houses  in  Ackworth, 
to  permit  the  middle  tenement  to  be  used  as  a school-house  and  dwelling-house 
for  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  20  poor  boys  and  girls,  of  the  parish  of  Ackworth, 
to  read  and  write  English,  and  to  cast  accompts  ; and  the  six  other  tenements 
to  be  used  as  dwelling-houses  for  six  poor  women  of  the  several  parishes  of 
Ackworth,  Badsworth  and  Featherstone,  and  to  be  called  the  Hospital  of  the 
said  Mary  Lowther;  and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  premises,  in  trust,  to  permit 
the  rector  of  Ackworth,  the  rector  of  Badsworth,  and  the  vicar  of  Featherstone, 
and  their  respective  successors,  for  the  time  being,  to  receive  the  profits  of  the 
same,  and  apply  the  clear  monies  raised  thereby,  after  taxes  and  other  deduc- 
tions, towards  the  maintenance  of  the  said  schoolmaster  and  six  poor  women, 
and  for  such  purposes,  and  in  such  manner,  as  by  the  directions  and  ordinances 
annexed  to  the  deed  is  specified  and  directed ; and  the  said  Mary  Lowther, 
by  the  said  deed,  directed  and  empowered  the  Rev.  William  Kay,  rector  of 
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Ackworth.  Ackworth  ; the  Rev.  William  Rawstorne,  rector  of  Badsworth  ; and  the  Rev. 

Christopher  Driffield,  vicar  of  Featherstone,  to  lay  out  the  sum  of  7OO/.,  which 

Mar  ^Lowther’s  them,  in  the  purchase  of  freehold  lands  and  tenements,  to  be 

Hosp[tal  &'school,  conveyed  to  the  said  Sir  William  Lowther  and  his  co-trustees,  upon  the  trusts 
continued.  above-mentioned. 

— — V. ' By  the  directions  and  ordinances  annexed  to  the  deed,  the  rectors  of 

Ackworth  and  Badsworth,  and  the  vicar  of  Featherstone,  and  their  respective 
successors,  were  nominated  governors  of  the  hospital,  and  directed  to  receive 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  and  tenements  conveyed  by  the  deed,  and  of 
the  lands  and  tenements  to  be  purchased,  and  to  apply  the  clear  monies  raised 
thereby,  after  taxes  and  all  other  disbursements  discharged,  in  paying  to  the 
schoolmaster  10 1.  yearly,  and  to  every  one  of  the  women  5 1.  yearly,  at  two 
equal  half-yearly  payments  ; and  it  was  directed,  that  the  governors  should 
enter  in  a book,  all  the  monies  received  and  paid  by  them,  and  that  on  the 
11th  of  November  yearly,  their  accounts  should  be  perfected,  and  signed  by 
them,  and  examined  and  allowed  by  the  said  trustees,  or  their  suscessors, 
or  a major  part  of  them  : that  the  schoolmaster  should  be  of  the  communion  of 
the  church  of  England  : and  that  the  governors,  upon  the  death  or  removal  of 
every  schoolmaster,  should  present  the  names  of  two  other  persons  to  be  school- 
masters, unto  Margaret  Bright,  of  Ackworth  Park,  widow,  niece  of  the  said 
Mary  Lowther,  and  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  said  Margaret  Bright,  and  in 
default  of  such  issue,  unto  the  trustees  in  the  deed  mentioned,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  a certificate  of  their  place  of  abode  and 
behaviour  ; one  of  which  persons  should  be  elected  and  appointed  by  the  said 
Margaret  Bright,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  and  in  default  of  such  issue,  by  the 
trustees  and  their  successors,  or  by  the  major  part  of  them,  to  be  master  of  the 
school : and  that  if  the  schoolmaster  should  be  negligent  of  his  duty,  or  mis- 
behave himself  in  anywise,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  governors  and  their  suc- 
cessors to  remove  him,  and  deprive  him  of  his  salary  ; and  that  the  six  women 
to  be  chosen  to  the  hospital  should  be  widows  or  maids  of  the  age  of  40  years, 
or  upwards  : and  that  the  governors,  upon  the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  them, 
should  present  the  names  of  two  others  for  every  void  place  to  the  said  Margaret 
Bright,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  and  in  default  of  such  issue,  unto  the  trustees 
and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  a certificate  of  their  place 
of  abode,  condition  and  behaviour,  one  of  which  women  should  be  elected  and 
appointed  by  the  said  Margaret  Bright,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  and  in  default 
of  such  issue,  by  the  trustees  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them  ; that 
the  women  to  be  elected,  should  be  poor  and  indigent  people  of  the  parishes  of 
Ackworth,  Badsworth,  and  Featherstone,  well  esteemed  of  for  godly  life  and 
conversation,  and  of  the  communion  of  the  church  of  England  ; but  if  it  should 
happen,  by  misinformation,  that  any  of  the  women  elected  should  be  wanting  of 
such  qualifications,  or  should  marry  after  being  elected,  or  should  misbehave 
herself,  every  such  woman  should  be  deprived  of  her  allowance,  and  be  removed 
by  the  governors  : that  the  schoolmaster  and  poor  persons  should,  upon  every 
Sunday  and  days  of  prayer,  in  the  parish  church  of  Ackworth,  resort  to  the 
church  to  hear  divine  service  and  sermon : and  that  the  20  poor  boys  and  girls 
to  be  taught  in  the  school,  should  be  nominated  and  appointed  out  of  the  parish 
of  Ackworth  only,  by  the  said  Margaret  Bright,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  and 
in  default  of  such  issue,  by  the  trustees  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part 
of  them. 

Sir  John  Ramsden,  baronet,  is  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  charity 
estates. 

The  real  property  of  the  hospital  and  school,  consists  of  the  closes  mentioned 
in  the  deed;  two  allotments  awarded  on  the  inclosure  in  1772,  in  lieu  of  the 
open  field  land  mentioned  in  the  deed,  one  of  them  in  Moseley  Field,  con- 
taining 1 A.  & 2 H.,  and  the  other  in  Great  Girnil  Field,  containing  2 a.  1 r.  2Gp.; 
a small  slip  of  land  taken  from  the  waste  ; and  an  allotment  of  2 a.  & iGp., 
which  was  allotted  to  the  governors  of  the  hospital,  in  lieu  of  right  of  common. 
The  latter  allotment  is  in  the  occupation  of  John  Topham,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
SI.  3 5.,  and  the  rest  of  the  land  is  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Whittam,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  41  /.  65.  The  estate  is  let  at  a proper  rent. 

The  sum  of  '^OOL,  mentioned  in  the  deed,  not  having  been  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  is  secured  on  mortgage  of  the  tolls  of  the  turnpike  road  from 
Doncaster  to  Tadcaster,  at  five  per  cent  per  annum. 


There 
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There  is  also  belonging  to  the  charity  the  sum  of  50/.,  which  arose  from 
savings  of  income.  This  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  agent  and 
receiver  of  the  rents,  and  is  secured  by  his  promissory  note,  payable  with 
interest  at  five  per  cent. 

Present  annual  income,  81/.  19  5. 

Annual  Payments,  exclusive  of  the  Expense  of  Repairs : — 

Schoolmaster’s  salary  . _ _ _ 

Six  almswomen,  at  2/.  ys.  Sd.  each,  per  quarter 
Receiver’s  salary  - 

The  accounts  of  receipt  and  expenditure  are  kept  by  the  receiver,  and  audited 
once  a year  by  the  trustees.  The  balance  in  hand  at  the  time  of  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts,  in  May  1825,  was  42/.  5s.  Sd, 

Twenty  poor  children  are  educated  in  the  school,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  deed,  together  with  several  other  children,  educated  at  the  expense  of  their 
parents.  The  almswomen  are  regularly  appointed,  as  vacancies  occur,  two  from 
each  of  the  respective  parishes  of  Ackworth,  Badsworth,  and  Featherstone. 

Mrs.  Surtees’s  Benefaction. — Mrs.  Surtees,  by  her  will,  dated  26th  June 
1801,  gave  100/.  to  the  rector  of  Ackworth,  the  rector  of  Badsworth,  and  the 
vicar  of  Featherstone,  for  the  time  being,  upon  trust,  to  place  out  the  same  at 
interest,  and  pay  the  interest  or  dividends  yearly  to  some  proper  and  suitable 
woman,  not  under  30  or  above  60  years  of  age,  to  be  employed  to  light  the  fires 
in  all  the  old  women’s  rooms  in  Mrs.  Lowther’s  hospital,  and  to  attend  on  them 
and  wash  for  them,  when  sick  or  infirm,  or  wanting  assistance  ; and  she  directed, 
that  no  woman  should  be  continued  in  this  employ  that  should  not  do  her  duty, 
or  after  attaining  60  years  of  age. 

After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Surtees’s  husband,  his  representative  paid  the  sum 
of  92/.  on  account  of  the  benefaction,  8/.  being  deducted  for  legacy  tax.  In 
March  I8O7,  the  governors  placed  the  money  in  the  bank  of  Messrs,  Seaton 
& Co.  of  Pontefract,  being  desirous  to  raise  it  by  accumulation  to  100/.;  and 
in  May  1809,  the  fund  having  amounted  to  99/.  18  5.  Q d.,  they  directed 
it  to  belaid  out  in  the  purchase  of  three  per  cent  consols.  This  order,  however, 
was  not  attended  to  ; and  Messrs.  Seaton  & Co.  having  become  bankrupt,  a debt 
was  proved  under  the  commission,  to  the  amount  of  104/.  6 s.  for  the  principal 
money  and  interest.  The  dividends  received  on  the  debt  have  been  paid  into 
the  bank  of  Messrs.  Leathams  & Co.  in  Pontefract  ; and  there  is  now  due  on 
account  of  the  principal,  and  the  interest  thereof,  the  sum  of  84 /.  4 5.  5 «/. 
The  trustees  have  not  yet  determined  what  is  the  most  expedient  method  of 
applying  the  fund,  to  answer  the  intention  of  the  donor. 
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PARISH  OF  BADSWORTH. 

The  Church  Feoffment  Estate. 

This  property  has  been  settled  for  a long  period  in  feoffees,  upon  trust, 
to  employ  the  rents  and  profits  upon  the  needful  and  necessary  reparation  of  the 
body  of  the  parish  church  of  Badsworth,  except  the  chancel,  and  of  the  church- 
yard, and  gates  and  walls  of  the  church-yard.  The  trust  deeds  provide  or 
direct,  that  the  feoffees  should,  in  Easter  week,  render  an  account  of  their 
receipts  and  payments  to  the  parson,  vicar  or  curate,  and  most  substantial 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Badsworth,  and  that  the  unapplied  fund  should  be 
put  into  a chest  in  the  church,  and  applied  in  the  same  manner,  when  occasion 
should  require  ; and  that,  as  need  should  require,  10,  12,  or  more  of  the 
most  substantial  persons  of  Badsworth,  should  be  chosen  and  appointed 
feoffees. 

By  an  indenture  of  the  3d  February  1798,  the  estate  is  vested  in  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam  and  others,  upon  the  above  trusts. 

The  estate  consists  of  the  following  particulars,  and  is  let  to  the  following 
persons,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  the  fiiir  annual  value : — 
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In  Badsworth. 

In  Beacon  field,  i a.  & 20  p.,  let  to  William  Wood  - - - - _ 

In  Thorp  Audlin. 

One  cottage,  garth,  &c.  and  one  close  of  land,  1 a.  1 r.  33  p.  let  to  Thomas 
Whitehead  - 

One  farm-house,  barn,  and  one  close  of  land,  3 a.  & 2 r.  - 

In  Kirk  Smeaton. 

Two  closes  of  land,  13A.  &20P.  - 

Both  these  let  to  William  Lee. 

In  Upton. 

Two  cottage  houses,  barn,  8cc.  and  6 a.  & 28  p.  of  land,  let  to  William  Carr, 
Two  closes  of  land,  let  to  Richard  Dixon,  5A.  3R.  20P,  - 

One  piece  of  land,  let  to  Bartholomew  Key,  1 r.  & 23  p.  - 
One  ditto  - ditto,  let  to  Joseph  Elliott,  1 R.  & 35  p. 

£. 
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The  rents  are  received  by  an  agent  appointed  by  the  feoffees,  and  an  account 
is  rendered  thereof  once  a year. 

It  has  long  been  the  custom  to  pay  the  clear  balance  arising  from  the  rents  to 
the  churchwardens,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
trust  deeds,  and  the  same  course  is  still  pursued.  At  present,  the  church  is 
undergoing  a very  extensive  repair,  and  the  rents  of  the  estate,  will  be  for 
some  time  required,  to  defray  the  necessary  expenditure  which  will  be  incurred 
for  this  purpose. 


Bright’s  Charity. 

Bright’s  Charity.  Xlie  sum  of  30/.,  given  in  1739,  by  Thomas  Bright,  for  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
was  applied,  several  years  ago,  in  providing  new  pews  for  the  church ; and,  as 
interest  of  the  money,  the  sum  of  1 /.  10^.  a year,  is  paid  by  the  churchwardens, 
of  which  IO5.  a year  are  distributed  at  or  about  Christmas,  in  each  of  the  three 
several  townships  in  the  parish,  viz. ; Badsworth,  Thorpe,  Audlin  and  Upton, 
among  poor  persons. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  THORPE  AUDLIN. 

Poor’s  Land. 

Thorpe  Audlin.  ft  appears,  by  a table  of  benefactions  in  the  church,  that  the  yearly  sum  of 
9.1.  65.  8 c/.  was  payable  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Barnsley,  out  of  their 
third  part  of  the  corn-tithes  of  the  manor  of  Thorpe  Audlin,  for  the  poor  of 
that  township  ; and  that  the  rent  of  a piece  of  land,  called  Swaine  Acre,  was 
left  by  Mr.  Samuel  Swaine,  in  I698,  for  the  poor  of  the  same  township. 

By  the  award  of  the  commissioner  for  inclosing  open  lands  and  commons  in 
the  township  of  Thorpe  Audlin,  after  reciting,  that  the  commissioner  having, 
by  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  such  other  evidence  as  was  laid  before 
him,  ascertained,  that  the  rent  of  ^2/.  65.  8c/.  was  payable  out  of  the  portion  of 
the  tithes  of  the  manor  of  Thorpe  Audlin,  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Barnsley, 
he  allotted  and  awarded  to  the  overseers  of  the  township  of  Thorpe  Audlin, 
and  their  successors,  for  the  time  being,  in  trust,  for  the  poor  thereof,  in  lieu 
of  the  said  annual  rent,  and  of  the  said  Swaine  Acre,  a parcel  of  land  in  Went- 
bridge  Field,  N°  28,  containing  1 a.  3r.  21  p.,  bounded  as  therein  mentioned. 

The  allotment  is  let  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  William  Moore,  as  yearly 
tenant,  at  the  rent  of  91.  9s.  a year,  which  is  nearly  the  fair  annual  value,  the 
land  being  of  very  inferior  quality. 

The  rent  is  distributed  at  Christmas,  by  the  overseers,  among  poor  persons 
of  the  township. 
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PARISH  OF  CASTLEFORD. 


Hudson’s  Charity. 

A piece  of  copyhold  land  in  Castleford  ings,  containing  about  half  an  acre, 
which  was  devised  by  Jeremiah  Hudson,  by  will,  dated  in  1803,  subject  to  the 
I payment  of  2/.  a year  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Castleford,  was  given  up 
by  the  devisees,  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  is  now  vested  in  John  Prince  and 
^ Charles  Simpson,  as  trustees.  At  the  time  of  the  testator’s  death,  in  1807,  the 
! land  was  in  the  open  field  state,  and  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  above-named 

I trustees,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  1/.  5s.  ; and  the  rent,  after  the  testator’s  death, 

was  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Castleford,  until  the  field  was  inclosed, 
since  which  time  the  rent  of  the  land  has  been  retained  by  the  trustees,  who 
j have  all  along  been  in  the  occupation,  in  order  to  discharge  the  sum  of 
22/.  l5.  ^d.,  which  was  advanced  by  them,  and  laid  out  partly  in  defraying  the 
expenses  of  inclosing  the  land,  and  partly  in  paying  the  charges  attending  the 
admission  of  the  trustees  to  the  property  in  the  manor  court.  At  the  time  of 
this  inquiry,  the  sum  of  'Jl.  s.  9d.  was  represented  to  remain  due  to  the 
trustees,  the  land  continuing  to  be  held  by  them  at  the  old  rent,  though,  in 
consequence  of  improvement  from  inclosure,  it  is  stated  to  be  worth,  to  let, 
from  455.  to  505.  a year.  It  appears  to  us,  that  the  trustees  are  not  justified  in 
retaining  possession  of  the  land,  except  on  the  terms  of  paying  the  utmost 
annual  value,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  given  credit  against  themselves,  of 
late,  for  a larger  annual  sum  than  the  amount  of  the  old  rent. 


Castleford. 


Hudson’s  ('liarity. 


Poor’s  Money. 

The  sum  of  10/.,  given  by  widow  Raxeson,  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Poor’s  Money. 
Michael  Rince,  at  interest  of  5 per  cent,  and  the  interest  is  paid  to  the  trustees 
of  Hudson’s  charity,  and  distributed  by  them  at  Christmas,  among  poor  persons 
of  Castleford. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HAUGHTON. 

Poor’s  Estate. 

This  property,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  rector  of  Castleford,  Haughton. 
for  the  time  being,  as  sole  trustee,  consists  of  the  following  particulars,  viz.  ; Poor'^"^ 

Two  cottages  in  Castleford,  with  a garden  or  orchard,  let  to  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  Castleford,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  6/.;  a close  in  Castleford,  called 
Three  Corner’d  Close,  containing  about  an  acre,  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Fletcher,  at  the  annual  rent  of  4/.  105.  j a piece  of  ground  of  1 r.  2p.,  lying  in 
a place  called  the  Jane  Ridge,  in  the  Westfield  of  Castleford,  let  to  Richard 
Huste,  for  "Is.  a year;  and  two  acres  of  land  in  Haughton  Carr,  occupied  by  , 

William  Horne,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3/. 

The  tenants  hold  from  year  to  year,  and  the  premises  are  all  let  at  fair 
annual  rents. 

The  land  in  Haughton  Carr  belongs  to  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Haughton 
only,  and  the  rent  is  paid  to  the  overseer  thereof,  and  distributed  among  poor 
persons,  with  other  charitable  funds,  and  the  remainder  of  the  rents  is  applied 
by  the  rector,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  whole  parish,  the  sum  of  2/.  25. 
a year  being  paid  to  the  master  of  a Sunday  school  in  Castleford,  for  teaching 
and  catechizing  the  children  of  the  parish  on  Sundays,  and  the  residue  being 
distributed  among  the  poor  in  money  and  warm  clothing,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  rector. 

Poor’s  Money.  » 

The  sum  of  20/.,  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  a person  named  Thakerah,  Poor's  Money, 
is  placed  at  interest  of  5 per  cent,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Horner,  of 
Flaughton,  and  the  interest  is  distributed,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
Haughton,  among  poor  persons  of  that  township,  with  the  rent  of  the  land  at 
Haughton  Carr. 

PARISH  OF  FERRY  FRYSTON.  ^ 


Clarkson’s  Charity. 

Robert  Clarkson,  by  will,  dated  28th  March  1699,  gave  the  almshouses  which 
he  had  built  in  Ferrybridge,  towards  the  maintenance  of  four  poor  women, 
such  as  his  executor  or  executors,  for  the  time  being,  should  appoint : And 
he  further  gave  and  left  to  the  said  houses  10/.  a year,  to  be  equally 
divided  amongst  the  four  women,  for  ever,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  estate  at 
Sutton,  called  Bradley’s ; and  for  nonpayment  thereof,  he  ordered  that  it 
Rep.  15.  4 N should 


Ferry  Fryston. 
Clarkson's  Chaiity. 


Ferry  Frystoii. 

Clarkson’s  Charity, 
coiitinue'l. 

\ ^ / 


Byvvater’s  Charily. 


Turton’s  Gift. 


East  Hardwick. 
Cawood’s  Charity. 
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should  be  lawful  for  any  one  person  or  more  in  Ferrybridge,  to  enter  to  the 
ground,  and  pay,  out  of  the  profits  thereof,  the  said  sum  of  10/.,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  profits  to  return  to  those  that  should  have  enjoyed  the  same. 

The  almshouses,  which  consist  of  four  separate  rooms  under  one  roof,  are 
occupied  by  four  poor  widows,  nominated  by  Colonel  Brook,  the  proprietor  of 
the  estate  mentioned  in  the  will,  and  the  annuity  of  10/.  is  regularly  paid,  and 
divided  equally  amongst  the  widows. 

The  almshouses  are  kept  in  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  parish. 

Bywater’s  Charity. 

^John  Byu'ater,  by  his  will,  dated  l6th  July  1687,  devised  a close  in  the 
parish,  now  called  the  Cow  Close,  to  the  vicar  and  his  successors,  and  the  poor 
of  the  parish  ; the  vicar  to  receive  IOj.  a year,  and  the  remainder  of  the  profits 
to  the  poor. 

The  close  contains  1a.  2r.  38p.,  and  is  let  by  the  churchwardens,  and  now 
occupied  by  John  Hardy,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  6/.  45.  a year,  the  full  value. 

The  rent,  excepting  105.  paid  to  the  vicar,  is  distributed  by  the  church- 
wardens, among  such  poor  persons  as  they  consider  proper  objects  of  charity. 

Turton’s  Gift. 

Robert  Turton,  by  his  will,  dated  4th  July  1727,  charged  his  acre  of  meadow 
ground,  in  Brotherton  ings,  called  Curtis  Acre,  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Haxby,  with  the  payment  of  205.  a year,  viz.  ; 105.  for  the  vicar,  5 s.  for  the 
poor  of  Fryston,  and  5s.  for  the  poor  of  Brotherton. 

The  rent-charge  is  paid,  and  the  money  applied  according  to  the  testator’s 
intention. 

CHAPELRY  OF  EAST  HARDWICK. 

Cawood’s  Charity. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  the  9th  January,  1653,  Stephen  CoTvood 
conveyed  unto  William  Shillitoe,  and  five  others,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  in 
East  Hardwfick,  with  the  buildings  and  lands  thereto  belonging,  in  East  Hard- 
wick, containing  by  estimation,  24  acres,  and  also  two  closes,  containing  by 
estimation,  four  acres,  in  Ackworth,  called  Gryme  Close,  Middle  Dyke  Close, 
half  an  acre  of  land  in  Castle  Syke,  in  Ackworth,  a messuage  with  the  appurte- 
nances, and  a cottage  in  East  Hardwick,  and  all  the  buidings  and  lands  there- 
unto belonging  in  East  Hardwfick,  containing  together,  by  estimation,  32  acres, 
a close  then  divided  into  two,  called  the  Chapel  Close,  containing  by  estimation, 
3 a.  1 r.  in  Ackworth,  and  all  his  interest  in  a messuage  in  Kinsley,  and  a close 
then  in  three  parts,  another  close  called  Mill  Flat,  and  a messuage  and  barn, 
garden  and  land,  called  Woolley  Land  and  tenements,  in  the  parish  of  Hemsworth, 
and  all  other  his  the  said  Stephen  Cawood’s  estate,  in  the  county  of  York ; to 
hold  to  the  use  of  the  said  Stephen  Cawood  for  life,  and  thenceforth  to  the  use 
of  the  said  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  sell  the  premises  in  Kinsley, 
and  out  of  the  monies  thereof  to  be  raised,  erect  a convenient  chapel  and  free 
school  on  some  part  of  the  premises  in  East  Hardwick,  and  with  the  rents  and 
profits  of  all  other  the  said  premises  in  East  Hardwick,  Ackworth  and  Pon- 
tefract, and  elsewhere,  to  pay  towards  the  maintenance  of  a schoolmaster,  being 
a preaching  minister  in  the  said  chapel,  for  preaching  the  W'ord  of  God  every 
Lord’s  day,  and  keeping  a free  school  there,  for  all  such  children  as  should 
desire  to  be  taught  there,  12  /.  a year,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  with  power  to  place 
such  preaching  minister  and  schoolmaster,  and  displace  him  for  neglect  or  other 
just  cause;  and  to  pay  yearly  205.  to  the  poor  of  Ackworth,  and  105.  to  the  poor 
of  the  town  of  East  Hardwick,  and  105.  towards  the  repairs  of  a lane  called 
Housestead  Lane,  in  Ackworth  ; provided,  that  when  two  or  more  of  the  feoffees 
should  be  dead,  or  depart  out  of  the  town  of  East  Hardwick,  and  dwell  elsewhere, 
the  remaining  feoffees  should  elect  other  inhabitants  of  East  Hardwfick  and 
Ackworth,  to  make  up  the  number  of  six  feoffees  ; and  that  two  of  the  feoffees 
should  yearly  be  chosen,  to  be  receivers  and  keepers  of  the  revenues  of  the  said 
premises,  who  should  yearly  in  the  chapel,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  feoffees 
and  inhabitants  of  East  Hardwick  and  Ackworth,  or  so  many  of  them  as  would 
vouchsafe  to  be  there  present,  yield  a just  account  of  the  monies  received  and 
disbursed  by  them. 

By  a decree  of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  dated  in  1755,  reciting,  that 
it  had  been  found  by  inquisition,  among  other  things,  that  the  charity  estates, 

including 
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including  an  acre  of  ground,  conveyed  to  the  trustees,  in  exchange  for  a small 
piece  of  ground  which  had  belonged  to  the  charity,  was  then  of  the  yearly 
value  of  56/.;  it  was  among  other  things  decreed,  that  the  feoffees  should  pay 
to  the  minister  and  schoolmaster,  40  1.  a year,  and  to  the  poor  of  Ackworth, 
405.,  to  the  poor  of  Hardwick  20  5.,  and  to  the  repair  of  Housestead  Lane  205. 
per  annum,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  rents  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  trus- 
tees, to  the  advantage  and  improvement  of  the  charity. 

The  charity  is  under  the  direction  of  six  trustees,  three  of  whom  are  resi- 
dents of  East  Hardwick,  and  three  of  the  parish  of  Ackworth,  new  trustees 
being  regularly  chosen,  as  vacancies  arise. 

The  buildings  erected  in  pursuance  of  the  founder’s  directions,  consist  of  a 
chapel,  a school,  and  a dwelling-house  for  the  master. 

The  charity  estate  has  undergone  considerable  alterations  since  the  time  of 
the  original  settlement,  partly  from  old  exchanges,  and  partly  from  recent 
inclosure.  In  its  present  state,  it  consists  of  a pasture  field  in  East  Hardwick, 
containing  1a.  1 r.  or  thereabouts,  in  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bell, 
the  present  master  of  the  school,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3/.  25.  6r/.,  and  of  three 
cottages,  another  cottage,  and  66  acres,  or  thereabouts,  of  land,  (of  which 
10  A.  2 R.  32  p.  are  in  the  parish  of  Ackworth,  and  the  remainder  in  East  Hard- 
wick), all  let  to  Mr.  William  Al  ton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  132/. 

The  property  is  let  at  its  full  annual  value. 

Out  of  the  income,  135  /,  2 5.  6 c/.  a year,  the  following  annual  payments  are 
made : — 


To  the  schoolmaster  and  preacher  - _ . 

Distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Ackworth 
Distributed  among  poor  persons  of  East  Hardwick 
To  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  for  repairs  of  t 
Lane 


£.  s. 

(1. 

- 

120  - 

— 

- 

6 - 

- 

ad 

3 - 

~ 

- 

3 - 

— 

£. 

132  - 

- 

The  chapel  and  other  buildings  are  kept  in  repair  by  means  of  the  surplus 
rents. 

The  preacher,  who  is  also  the  schoolmaster,  reads  prayers  in  the  chapel  once 
every  Sunday,  and  he  instructs  30  poor  children  in  the  school,  as  free  scholars, 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  trustees  have  limited  the  number  of 
free  scholars  to  30,  being  as  many  as  the  school-room  will  suitably  accom- 
modate. 

CHAPELRY  OF  KNOTTINGLEV. 


East  Hardwick. 


Cawood’s  Charity, 
continued. 

\- 


Banks’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  BankSy  in  or  about  the  year  1792,  by  her  will,  desired  her  nephew,  the  Knottingley. 

Rev.  William  Atkinson  Wasney,  now  of  Fence  End,  near  Skipton,  to  apply  the  ^ — y 
interest  of  200  /.  in  putting  to  school,  and  giving  an  education  to  as  many  poor  Banks  s Charity, 
children  of  the  town  of  Knottingley,  as  the  same  would  be  sufficient  for,  and  as 
far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  dispose  of  the  said  sum  of  200/.  in  some  safe  and  legal 
way,  so  as  that  the  produce  and  interest  might  be  applied  to  the  aforesaid  pur- 
pose, for  ever. 

The  sum  of  200/.  remains  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wasney.  He  is  desirous  to 
lay  out  the  money  in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  has  used  means  to  obtain  infor- 
mation of  any  suitable  purchase,  which  may  be  made  in  the  neighbourhood.  It 
appears  to  us,  that  if  such  a purchase  cannot  soon  be  made,  the  money  should 
be  laid  out  in  stock,  in  the  names  of  trustees. 

Mr.  Wasney  pays  8/.  a year  as  a salary  to  a schoolmistres  at  Knottingley,  for 
instructing  16  girls,  in  reading,  knitting  and  sewing ; and  he  also  provides  them 
with  books.  The  girls  are  nominated  by  Mr.  Wasney,  and  the  number  is  pro- 
perly kept  up. 

Brown’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Broxvn  ga\e  in  1811,  100/.  and  in  1812,100/.  to  be  placed  Brown’s  Charity, 
out  at  interest,  in  the  names  of  four  principal  inhabitants  of  Knottingley,  whose 
number  when  they  should  be  reduced  to  one,  was  to  be  supplied  by  election  at 
a vestry  meeting,  the  interest  to  be  applied  in  support  of  a school,  for  teaching 
12  or  more  poor  girls  of  the  township,  to  read,  sew  and  knit,  the  choice  of  the 

Rep.  15.  4 N 2 mistress. 
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Knottiugley  mistress,  and  school,  to  be  in  the  minister,  chapelwardens  and  trustees,  or  the 
)w„'^a„riiv,  miyol- part  of  them.  ^ 

continutd.  " I hese  donations  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  or  213/.  3^.  navy  5 per  cents,  in 
» 1 the  names  of  Edward  Gaggs,  and  three  other  principal  inliabitants.  The  divi- 

dends of  the  substituted  new  1 per  cent  annuities,  viz. ; 9/-  19 -s-  per  annum, 
are  paid  to  a schoolmistress  for  teaching  14  poor  girls,  chosen  as  directed,  by 
the  will,  to  read,  knit  and  sew. 

In  pursuance  of  the  will  of  the  said  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown,  the  sum  of  .52  /.  10 
with  some  arrears  of  interest  thereon,  was  laid  out  in  1821,  in  the  purchase  of 
CO  /.  navy  5 per  cent  annuities,  in  the  names  of  the  minister  and  chapelwar- 
dens, the  interest  thereof  to  be  divided  by  them,  every  Christmas,  among  poor 
w'idows  in  Knottingley. 

d'he  dividends  of  the  substituted  new  4 per  cent  stock,  2/.  10  4 (/.  a year, 

are  distributed  according  to  the  donor’s  directions,  among  such  poor  widows,  as 
apply,  and  are  considered  proper  objects  of  the  charity. 


WAPENTAKE  OF  SKYRACK. 
PARISH  OF  ADDLE. 


Addle. 

Kirk’s  Charity. 


Kirk’s  Charity. 

Thomas  Kirk,  by  his  will,  dated  the  19th  of  July  1701,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
Cookridge  and  Addle  parish,  in  the  county  of  York,  800/.  to  be  laid  out  in  lands 
of  inheritance,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  said  parish  ; and  he  willed,  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
should  be  applied  and  disposed  of  by  the  minister,  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being,  in  manner  following,  (that  is  to  say) ; 
135.  4f/.  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  upon  every  Sabbath-day  throughout  the  year, 
and  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Cookridge  and  Addle  parish;  20  5. 
per  annum  to  the  minister  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  to  preach  two  ser- 
mons, yearly,  in  the  parish  church,  one  upon  Saint  Thomas’s  day,  and  the  other 
on  the  Ascension  day  ; and  5 s.  per  diem  to  the  clerk  for  his  attendance  on  those 
two  days ; and  13  5.  4f/.  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor 
of  the  parish  on  each  of  those  two  days. 

In  pursuance  of  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  legacy  was  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  certain  copyhold  lands,  in  the  townships  of  Hampsthwaite 
and  Killinghall,  and  at  Darley  in  the  parish  of  Hampsthwaite,  held  of  the  honor 
of  Knaresborough. 

The  estates  were  originally  surrendered  to  the  use  of  five  persons  as  trustees, 
on  the  3d  January  1704,  and  they  were  last  surrendered  in  1793,  to  the  use  of 
new  trustees,  of  whom  two  are  now  living. 

The  property  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : — 


In  the  Townships  of  Hampsthwaite  and  Killinghall : 

TENANT. 

House  buildings  and  land  atl  benjamin  Hardcastle,  by  agreement  for\ 

*68 ‘°'|  “f  -S’S  - J 

I 

In  the  township  of  Darley  : 

A small  house,  and  14  a.  & 8 p.  Abraham  Rhodes,  by  agreement  for  five'll 


of  land. 


years  from  same  time.  - 


/ 


RENT. 

£.  5.  d. 

58  - - 


17  - - 


The  property  is  under  the  management  of  the  minister,  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  and  is  let  at  its  fair  annual  value. 

Out  of  the  rents  of  the  land  the  yearly  sum  of  205.  is  paid  to  the  minister 
for  two  sermons,  and  10  5.  to  the  parish  clerk  ; and  the  weekly  sum  of  1 /.  35.  4rf. 
is  paid  to  a baker  for  supplying  every  Sunday  fifty-two  sixpenny  loaves, 
which  are  distributed  after  divine  service,  at  the  church,  among  poor  persons, 
chosen  by  the  minister  and  parish  officers,  those  being  selected  who  are  most 
deserving,  and  endeavour  to  maintain  themselves  without  parochial  assistance, 
and  the  same  persons  continuing  to  receive  the  bread,  so  long  as  they  conduct 
themselves  with  propriety.  The  remainder  of  the  rents  is  appropriated  to  the 

purpose 
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I purpose  of  giving  a double  quantity  of  bread  in  seasons  peculiarly  distressing  Addle, 

to  the  poor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  repairs  and  casual  expenses.  A regular  — y 

account  has  been  kept  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  by  the  present  minister, 
from  July  1813,  and  the  balance  in  his  hands  on  the  29th  September  1825,  was  , imtei . ^ 

351.  11  s.  6 d. 

Dean  Hitch’s  Dole. 

See  the  account  of  this  charity  in  the  Report  of  Charities  for  the  Parish  of  Dean  Hitch’s  Dole, 
Guiseley. 

The  sum  of  2/.  a year  received  under  the  charity  is  appropriated,  one  half  of 
' it  to  each  of  the  two  divisions  or  constablewicks  of  the  parish  of  Addle,  and  is 
distributed  among  poor  persons  at  Christmas,  with  the  sacrament  money. 

Mitchell’s  Dole. 

This  dole,  of  105.  a year,  is  paid  out  of  an  estate  called  the  Nunnery,  at  Ar- 
thington,  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Harewood,  for  the  poor  of  the 
conslablewick  of  Arthington,  and  is  distributed  at  Christmas,  with  money 
contributed  by  the  inhabitants.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  given  by  a person 
named  Mitchell,  formerly  a proprietor  of  the  Nunnery  estate. 

School  Charity. 

The  sum  of  6/.  a year  is  paid  by  Colonel  Davy,  of  Tracy  Park,  near  Bath, 
through  his  agent,  to  two  schoolmasters  of  Addle  and  Arthington,  3/.  a year  to 
each  The  money  is  supposed  to  be  paid  as  interest  of  a charity  fund  of  150/,, 
which  was  understood  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Henry  Arthington,  esquire, 
a principal  proprietor  of  estates  at  Athrington,  whose  eldest  daughter  married 
Colonel  Davy,  but  it  is  not  known  how  or  by  whom  the  fund  was  given.  The 
charity  is  noticed  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament  of  lySG,  as  being  given  for 
schoolmasters  at  Addle  and  Arthington,  and  in  case  of  there  being  no  school- 
master at  either  jilace,  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor  of  that  division. 

PARISH  OF  BARDSEY. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  Dole. 

There  is  an  annual  payment  of  2 /.  for  the  poor  of  this  parish,  out  of  the  rec- 
tories of  Thorpe  Arch  and  Hooton  Pannall,  being  a portion  of  a charitable 
payment,  commonly  called  “ Queen  Elizabeth’s  Dole,”  of  which  some  account 
is  given  under  the  head  of  General  Charities  in  this  report;  one-half  of  the 
money  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  possessions  of  the  rectory  of  Thorpe  Arch, 
and  the  sums  of  135.  4c/.  and  65,  8c/.  are  payable  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  respec- 
tive proprietors  of  different  parcels  of  the  property  or  possessions  of  the  rectory 
of  Hooton  Pannall.  The  dole  is  distributed  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens 
among  poor  persons  on  Christmas-day. 

Isabel  Lister’s  Dole. 

Isabel  Lister,  by  will,  dated  in  or  about  the  year  I7OO,  gave  2 /.  per  annum,  Isabel  Lister’s  Dole, 
to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  Bardsey  and  Rigton. 

This  yearly  sum  is  paid  as  a rent-charge  out  of  property  of  George  Lane  Fox, 
esquire,  and  is  distributed  with  Queen  Elizabeth’s  dole. 

Lost  Charities. 

It  appears,  that  the  sum  of  40/.  was  given  by  William  Lister,  in  1732  ; and  a Lost  Charities, 
rent-charge  of  5s.  a year  by  Widow  Proctor,  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Bardsey,  but  nothing  has  been  paid  in  respect  of  these  charities  for  many  years, 
and  no  farther  account  can  now  be  given  of  them. 

The  Parish  School. 

This  school  is  endowed  with  a school-house,  or  cottage  and  croft,  and  a The  Parish  School, 
parcel  of  land,  containing  twenty-six  acres,  formerly  part  of  Bardsey  Common. 

The  property  was  originally  conveyed  to  trustees,  by  Robert  Lord  Bingley,  by 
deeds  of  the  20th  and  2 1st  April  I726,  in  order  that  the  children  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Bardsey  and  places  adjoining  might  be  carefully  instructed  and  taught 
to  read,  write  and  cast  accounts,  and  that  a well  qualified  person,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  England,  might  be  encouraged  to  reside  in  and  teach  the 
school.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  regular  conveyance  of  the  property  to 
fresh  trustees  ; but  by  a paper  or  instrument,  dated  the  11th  September  1822, 

John  Waddington,  senior,  David  Midgley  and  John  Abbot,  three  substantial 
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Bardsey.  inhabitants  of  Bardsey,  were  appointed  trustees  by  George  Lane  Fox,  esq.  the 
- — lord  of  the  manor,  and  representative  of  Lord  Bingley. 

school-house,  which  is  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  and  the 

' — - J croft,  are  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  he  receives  the  rent  of 

the  twenty-six  acres  of  land,  of  which  twenty  acres  are  let  by  the  trustees  to 
Mary  Styan,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  14/.  145.  per  annum,  the  full  annual  value ; 
and  the  remaining  six  acres,  which  are  of  bad  quality,  and  are  used  only  as  a 
fox  cover,  are  let  to  the  earl  of  Harewood,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5/.  bs. 

It  has  never  been  the  usage  for  scholars  to  be  taught  free  under  the  charity, 
but  the  children  of  the  parishioners  are  instructed  on  moderate  terms  by  the 
curate,  who  is  at  present  the  schoolmaster,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
the  number  of  scholars  being  usually  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

PARISH  OF  BARWICK  IN  ELMET. 

Riley’s  Charity. 

Barwick-in-EImet.  John  Riley ^ by  will,  dated  17th  July,  19th  Eliz.  devised  to  the  parson  and 

churchwardens  of  Barwick  in  Elmet,  a messuage,  called  the  Creadle  or  Cradle, 

Riley  s Cliarity.  north-end  of  London  Bridge,  upon  condition  that  they  should,  on  every 

Sunday,  deliver  to  12  poor  persons,  parishioners  of  Barwick  in  Elmet,  one  penny 
loaf  and  one  penny  in  money. 

These  premises  were  sold  in  1765,  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the  29th 
George  II.  for  improving  and  enlarging  the  passage  over  London  bridge,  for 
334  L Qs.  6c/.,  of  which  the  sum  of  300/.  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
a close,  called  Mapple-gate  Flat,  containing  by  estimation  10  a.  2r.  5 p.  in  the 
township  of  Barwick  ; and  by  indentures  of  bargain  and  sale  (enrolled  in  Chan- 
cery), dated  the  2d  November  1773,  the  close  was  conveyed  to  Sir  William 
Milner,  bart.  and  five  other  trustees,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  rents  and  profits  to 
the  parson  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  to  the  intent 
that  they  should  apply  the  same  in  such  manner  and  for  such  charitable  pur- 
poses, as  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  on  London  bridge  were  by  the 
will  directed  to  be  applied. 

There  has  been  no  subsequent  conveyance  of  the  close  to  new  trustees. 

The  land  is  let  in  different  parcels,  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  to 
Thomas  Pitts,  James  Jackson,  and  John  Todd,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  rents, 
amounting  together  to  14/.  65.  per  annum,  being  the  fair  annual  value. 

The  rent  is  applied  as  follows  : —one  penny  and  a penny  loaf  are  given  once 
a week  to  each  of  12  poor  widows,  and  the  rest  of  the  rent  is  distributed  by 
the  churchwardens,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  among  poor  persons,  in  different 
sums,  as  their  occasional  necessities  require,  a preference  being  given  to  such 
as  endeavour  to  subsist  without  parochial  relief. 

Naute’s,  and  other  Benefactions. 

Naute’s,  and  other  The  sum  of  40/.,  being  the  amount  of  three  benefactions,  given  by  persons 
Benefactions.  named  Naute^  Dineley  and  Ingle,  was  laid  out  in  1719,  together  with  the  sum 
of  240  /.  belonging  to  the  parishioners  of  Barwick,  in  the  purchase  of  certain 
copyhold  land,  in  the  hamlet  of  Scoles,  in  this  parish.  The  application  of  the 
benefaction  fund,  towards  the  purchase,  appears  to  have  been  made  for  the 
purpose  only  of  securing  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  accordingly  the  sum 
of  405.  a year  has  uniformly  been  paid  out  of  the  rent  for  the  poor,  and  it  is 
distributed  annually,  on  St.  Thomas’s-day,  with  the  sacrament  money,  among 
poor  persons.  The  land  is  let  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  use  of  the 
parishioners. 

Doles. 


BY  WHOM  GIVEN. 

ANNUAL  AMOUNT  AND  PURPOSE. 

PROPERTY  CHARGED. 

Mary  Thompson  - 
Mr.  Barnby  - 
Robert  Shore 

205.  for  poor  widows  of  Barwick 
and  Potterton. 

IO5.  for  the  poor  of  Scoles,  Mor- 
rick,  and  Windmoor  Side, 

5s.  for  the  poor  of  the  outside  of 
Barwick  Township. 

Land  at  Potterton,  belonging  to 
Edward  Wilkinson,  esq. 

Cottage  and  land  at  Scoles,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Crossland. 

House  and  land  at  Morrick,  be- 
longing to  John  Atkinson,  esq. 

These  doles  are  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  are  given 
with  the  sacrament  money. 

The 
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The  School  Land. 

Previous  to  a general  inclosure  of  the  common  fields,  &c.  in  the  parish  of 
Barwick,  a piece  of  land  of  10  acres,  or  thereabouts,  was  allowed  to  be  taken  in 
from  a common,  for  the  support  of  a parish  school.  The  persons  acting  as 
trustees  for  the  charity,  and  who  appoint  the  master  of  the  school,  are  Sir 
William  Milner,  bart.,  R.  O.  Gascoigne,  esq.,  lord  of  the  manor,  and  the  rector 
of  the  parish.  The  land  is  let  to  John  Brogden,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  14/.,  and  the  rent  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  for  teaching  children 
nominated  by  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  as  free  scholars,  in  reading,  writing 
and  accounts. 


Barwick-in-Elmet. 


1 he  School  Land. 


The  number  of  free  scholars,  which  used  to  be  eight,  has  been  lately  increased 
at  the  instance  of  the  rector  to  14.  The  master  also  teaches  other  children 
paid  for  by  their  parents. 


PARISH  OF  COLLING  HAM. 


Dawson’s  Charity. 

An  account  of  this  charity,  which  applies  both  to  Collingham,  and  other  rollingham. 
parishes,  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  General  Charities  for  the  County  of  

Yqj-J^  Dawson’s  Charity. 

A portion  of  the  rents,  three-sevenths,  is  applied  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
persons  of  the  parish,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  sometimes  in  clothing,  and  at 
other  times  in  money,  as  settled  at  a meeting  of  the  parishioners  in  vestry.  The 
sums  distributed  in  money  vary  from  25.  to  145.,  and  a list  is  kept  of  the 
poor  who  partake  in  the  distribution. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  Dole. 

The  sum  of  1 /.  65.  8 c?.  a year,  being  part  of  a larger  sum  granted  by  letters  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
patent  of  the  30th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  out  of  the  vicarial  tithes  of  Dole. 
Hooton  Pannall  and  Thorpe  Arch,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  this  and  other 
parishes  in  the  county  of  York,  as  stated  under  the  head  of  General  Charities, 
is  received  by  the  churchwardens,  and  applied  with  the  portion  of  rent  received 
under  Dawson’s  charity. 

Collingham  School. 

This  school  was  founded  and  endowed  by  Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings^  an  account  Collingham  School, 
of  whose  charities  will  be  given  in  a future  Report. 


PARISH  OF  GUISELEY. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  GUISELEY. 

The  Free  School. 

Moore’s  Endowment. — Robert  Moore,  rector  of  Guiseley,  by  his  will,  dated  Guiseley. 

22d  of  July  1622,  (preserved  in  the  registry  of  York),  devised  as  follows: — 

“ I give  one  special  tenement  in  Menston,  now  in  the  tenure  of  Christopher  School. 

Watson,  of  the  yearly  rent  of  5 /.,  or  as  it  shall  be  reasonably  valued  hereafter, 
with  the  consent  of  the  said  schoolmaster,  unto  the  school-house  which  I have 
lately  builded,  and  to  the  schoolmaster  thereof,  for  his  better  maintenance,  with 
all  the  buildings,  garth  and  croft  on  the  backside,  and  all  other  closes,  crofts 
and  lands  thereunto  belonging,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  in  Menston  afore- 
said, now  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Christopher  Watson,  or  his  assigns  : Provided 
always,  and  upon  this  condition,  that  the  said  schoolmaster  be  always  chosen 
and  appointed  by  the  rector  of  the  church,  and  to  have  his  diet  and  lodging  in 
the  hall  and  parsonage,  with  the  churching  duties,  or  10/.  in  lieu  thereof,  if  the 
said  schoolmaster  can  better  provide  for  himself.” 

The  schoolhouse  referred  to  in  the  will,  and  which  is  still  used  for  the  purposes 
of  the  school,  was  built  on  part  of  the  glebe  land,  and  is  kept  in  repair  by  the 
master.  The  land  and  the  site  of  the  buildings  devised  by  the  will  for  the  school 
and  schoolmaster,  form  part  of  an  estate  at  Menstone,  which  was  sold  by  public 
auction,  in  1797,  to  the  father  of  Mr.  Robert  Exley,  of  Menstone,  the  present 
possessor,  as  devisee  thereof,  under  his  father’s  will.  Notice  appears  to  have 
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been  given,  at  the  time  of  sale,  that  the  estate  was  subject  to  the  payment  of 
7/.  a year  to  Guiseley  school ; and  by  the  conveyance  deed,  dated  the  1st  April 
1797>  George  Metcalfe  and  others,  the  vendors  of  the  property,  covenanted  to 
keep  indemnified  the  whole  of  the  estate,  (except  a cottage  called  Watson’s 
Cottage,  a close  called  Whiteland  Close,  and  a close  called  Stone  Still  Close,) 
against  all  former  gifts,  grants,  &c.,  except  the  annual  sum  of  ^1.  charged  upon 
and  payable  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Guiseley,  for  the  time  being,  for  charitable 
purposes,  out  of  and  for  the  said  cottage,  and  the  said  closes  called  Whiteland 
and  Stone  Still,  and  any  other  right  or  title  such  schoolmaster  was  entitled  to  in 
or  out  of  the  same. 

The  cottage,  called  in  the  deed  Watson’s  cottage,  has  not  been  standing  for 
some  years;  and  the  site  of  it  is  described  as  being  at  some  distance  from  the 
VVdiiteland  and  Stone  Still  closes.  The  Whiteland  close  is  stated  by  Mr.  Exley 
to  contain  about  three  acres,  and  the  Stone  Still  close  about  one  acre  and  a half. 
At  the  foot  of  a paper,  how'ever,  delivered  to  the  present  schoolmaster,  at  the 
time  of  or  soon  after  his  appointment,  in  1796,  by  the  Rev.  John  Willoughby, 
then  rector  of  Guiseley,  containing  the  particulars  of  the  founder’s  will,  is 
a minute  in  these  words  : — “ School  lands  : Whiteland,  Willow-land,  Stone-hill 
close  (together)  ten  acres.” 

Previous  to  1796,  the  rent  or  annual  income  arising  for  the  school  out  of  the 
property  at  Menstone,  appears  to  have  been  received  by  the  Rev.  J.  Willoughby 
or  his  agents,  and  was  paid  or  accounted  for  to  the  schoolmaster.  It  does  not 
distinctly  appear,  whether  or  not  the  yearly  sum  so  paid  was  7 1-  per  annum ; but 
at  the  time  of  the  sale,  in  1797>  which  was  soon  after  the  appointment  of 
the  present  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Willoughby  informed  him,  that  the  sum  he  was 
to  receive  was  Jl.  a year,  and  he  has  ever  since  regularly  received  that  sum  from 
the  proprietor  of  the  Menstone  estate. 

W'e  have  not  discovered  by  \yhat  means,  or  when  the  school  property  came 
into  possession  of  the  owners  of  the  contiguous  land,  or  what  is  the  quantity 
in  value  of  the  property  devised  by  the  will ; but,  as  it  is  mentioned  in  the  will 
to  have  been  then  let  at  the  yearly  value  of  5/.,  the  property  must  now  probably 
be  worth  considerably  more  than  7 a year ; and  there  seems  no  reason  to 
doubt,  that  the  schoolmaster  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  property,  if  it 
can  be  ascertained,  or  to  a just  equivalent  for  its  occupation. 

Hitch’s  Endowment. — Robert  Hitch,  D.  D.  dean  of  York,  and  rector  of 
Guisely,  by  his  will,  dated  the  6th  February  I676,  devised  to  Henry  Hitch,  his 
son,  and  his  heirs,  and  the  parson  of  Guiseley,  and  the  vicar  of  Otley,  and  their 
successors,  a messuage  in  Horsforth,  called  Holme  Dean,  and  certain  closes 
thereto  belonging,  containing  16  acres  or  thereabouts,  and  two  closes  in  Yeadon, 
one  called  Longlands,  containing  about  four  acres,  and  the  other  called  Smithley 
Field,  which  premises  were  then  demised  for  12/.  10 5.  a year,  in  trust,  that  the 
said  Henry  Hitch,  and  his  heirs,  and  the  said  parson  of  Guiseley,  and  vicar  of 
Otley,  and  their  successors,  should  let  the  said  premises  so  as  to  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  religions  uses  to  which  they  were  thereby  devised,  viz.;  to  pay  to  the 
overseers  of  Guisely  poor,  20 x. ; of  Yeadon  poor,  13  s.  4 6/. ; of  Carleton  poor, 
16s.  8(/. ; of  the  poor  of  Menstone  and  Burley  Wood  Head,  20s.;  of  the  poor 
of  Addle  and  Arthington,  40s.;  to  be  distributed,  yearly,  upon  May-day,  by  the 
several  and  respective  ministers  and  overseers  of  the  said  towns  and  places,  to 
the  most  necessitous  and  religious  poor  people  therein  ; and  further,  to  pay  the 
residue  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  tenements  and  lands  unto  the  school- 
master of  Guiseley,  for  the  time  being,  on  the  21st  June  and  24th  December, 
by  equal  portions. 

The  property  held  under  this  devise  consists  of  the  following  particulars  : — 

At  Horsforth. — An  ancient  dwelling-house,  with  out-buildings,  and  between 
13  and  14  acres  of  land,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Booth,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  33/. 

At  Yeadon. — A close,  called  Lower  Longlands,  3 a.  & 4p.,  let  to  Mrs.  Kenyon, 
at  5 /.  5 s.  a year. 

A close,  called  Upper  Longlands,  2a.  & 8p.,  let  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Long,  at 
4/.  4 s.  a )'ear. 

'fhe  Low  Close,  2a.  2k.  36 p.,  let  to  Mr.  John  Exlev,  at  6/.  a year. 
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An  allotment  of  1a.  & 23p.  let  to  Mr.  Joseph  Long,  at  2/.  10^.  per  annum. 

The  tenants  all  hold  from  year  to  year,  and  the  property  appears  to  be  let  at 
nearly  its  fair  annual  value,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  premises  in  the 
occupation  of  Booth  and  Exley. 

In  addition  to  the  income  arising  from  the  school  lands,  the  master  also 
receiv^es  an  annual  rent-charge  or  sum  of  20^.  in  respect  of  a field  in  Guiseley, 

I called  the  Green  Shot  Close,  the  property  of  Mr.  Hardwick.  It  is  not  known 
how  this  payment  arose. 

j The  schoolmaster  receives  the  payment  from  the  estate  at  Menston,  the  lands 
devised  by  Dean  Hitch,  and  the  rent-charge,  amounting  altogether  to  58/.  per 
annum,  and  after  paying  the  sum  of  51.  105.  a year,  the  amount  of  the  sums 
given  for  the  poor  of  different  townships  by  the  will  of  Dean  Hitch,  he  retains 
the  residue  as  his  salary. 

The  appointment  of  the  schoolmaster  belongs  to  the  rector  of  Guiseley,  under 
the  will  of  the  founder,  the  Rev.  Robert  Moore.  The  schoolmaster  teaches  such 
boys  of  the  township  of  Guiseley  as  are  sent  to  him  as  free  scholars,  requiring 
only  that  they  should  be  able  to  read  a little  before  their  admission,  and  he 
instructs  them  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  There  are  generally  from  25 
to  30  children  attending  the  school,  besides  some  few  others  from  neighbouring 
townships,  educated  at  their  parents  expense.  It  is  rumoured,  that  Latin  was 
formerly  taught  in  the  school,  but  that  course  of  instruction  has  long  been  dis- 
continued, and  it  is  not  specifically  required  by  the  instruments  of  endowment. 

Dean  Hitch’s  Charity. 

The  several  annual  sums  directed  by  the  will  of  Dean  Hitch,  as  above  men-  Dean  Hitch’s 
tinned,  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  townships  of  Guiseley,  Carleton,  Chanty, 
and  Yeadon,  in  this  parish,  are  regularly  paid  and  distributed  among  poor  persons 
of  the  respective  townships. 

CHAPELRY  OF  HORSFORTH. 

Stanhope’s  Charity. 

The  origin  of  this  charity  is  unknown;  it  is  an  annuity  of  1/.  \Ss.  4>d.  Horsforth. 
(supposed  to  be  a rent-charge),  paid  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  year,  by  the 
steward  of  J.  Spencer  Stardiope,  esq.,  and  distributed  by  him  among  poor 
widows  of  Horsforth. 

Barley  Garth  Dole. 

This  is  an  annual  sum  of  85.,  paid  as  a rent-charge  out  of  a close  in  Horsforth,  Barley  Garth  Dole, 
called  Barley  Garth,  the  property  of  the  Rev.  William  Atkinson,  of  Bradford. 

It  is  unknown  how  the  payment  originated.  The  dole  is  distributed  by  the 
overseers  among  the  poor  widows  of  Horsforth,  who  appear  to  them  most  proper 
objects  of  charity. 

CHAPELRY  OF  RAWDEN. 

Layton’s  Charity. 

Francis  Layton,  of  Rawden,  esq.  by  indenture,  dated  the  21st  of  October  Rawden. 

1652,  granted  to  Walter  Hawkesworth,  esq.  and  four  others,  their  heirs  and  — 

assigns,  and  to  Robert  Hitch  and  his  successors,  being  parsons  of  Guiseley,  for  Charity, 

ever,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  40/.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  manor  of 
j Horsforth,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  all  his  messuages,  lands  and  heredita- 
ments in  Horsforth,  between  a lane  leading  from  the  Long  Road  to  Otley 
on  the  east,  and  a lane  leading  from  Horsforth  Mill  to  Rawden  on  the  south, 
and  the  Cold  Well  on  the  north,  to  be  paid  at  the  feasts  of  Pentecost  and 
' Saint  Martin  the  Bishop,  in  winter,  by  equal  portions,  to  commence  after  his 
death,  with  power  of  entry  and  distress  ; to  the  intent,  that  the  said  V/alter 
Hawkesworth  and  others,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the 
parson  of  Guiseley  for  the  time  being,  should  dispose  of  the  said  annuity  of 
40/.  in  such  manner  as  he,  the  said  Francis  Layton,  should,  by  his  will,  appoint ; 
provided,  that  when  there  should  be  but  two  survivors  of  the  said  Walter 
Hawkesworth,  and  four  others,  and  the  parson  of  Guiseley  for  the  time  being, 
they  should  grant  the  said  annuity  to  such  five  persons  and  their  heirs,  and  in 
I such  manner  as  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Francis  Layton  should  nominate  and 

I appoint,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  whensoever  there  should  be  but  two 

grantees  living. 

The  said  Francis  Layton,  by  his  will,  dated  10th  April  1653,  reciting  the 
I grant  of  the  said  annuity  by  the  said  indenture,  and  that  he  had,  for  many 
I Rep.  15.  4 0 years 


Guiseley. 

The  Free  School, 
continued. 


G54  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

Rawden.  years  past,  paid  5l.  4 5.  a year  to  the  hospital  at  Tadcaster,  for  the  main- 

7“  . tenance  of  two  poor  men  in  the  hospital,  formerly  settled  upon  the  hospital  by 

^^^continued!'^^’  Robert  Oglethorpe,  late  of  Rawden,  esquire,  and  William  Oglethorpe,  his  son, 

V y issuing  out  of  lands  in  Rawden,  which  settlements  he  was  informed  was  not 

good  in  law  ; he  therefore  willed  and  appointed,  that  the  said  feoffees  should 
pay  the  said  yearly  payment  of  5 /.  4 s.  to  the  overseers  of  the  said  hospital  at 
Tadcaster,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  poor  people,  to  be  placed  there  by  his 
heir  or  his  assigns,  for  ever,  out  of  the  said  annuity  of  40 1.,  upon  condition,  that 
the  governors  and  overseers  of  the  said  hospital  should  surrender  and  deliver  up 
to  the  said  feoffees,  all  the  former  assurances  made  by  the  said  Robert  Ogle- 
thorpe and  William  Oglethorpe  as  aforesaid ; and  in  case  of  their  refusal  so  to 
do,  then  that  the  feoffees  should  dispose  of  the  said  sum  of  5 I.  4 s.  by  the 
advice  of  his  heir,  to  the  yearly  profit  and  benefit  of  the  poor  people  of  Rawden, 
and  the  binding  of  their  children  out  for  apprentices : and  he  willed  and 
appointed,  that  the  said  feoffees  should  dispose  of  the  residue  of  the  annuity  of 
40/.  towards  the  building  and  finishing  the  chapel  then  intended  and  already 
begun  to  be  builded  in  Rawden,  and  that  a convenient  house  should  be 
budded  for  the  curate  or  minister  to  officiate  in  the  said  cure,  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  chapel-yard ; and  he  further  willed  and  appointed,  that 
after  the  building,  finishing  and  consecrating  of  the  said  chapel,  and  the 
building  of  a convenient  house  for  the  curate  or  minister,  there  should  be  yearly 
paid  to  such  curate  or  minister  as  should  be  presented  to  officiate  in  the  said  chapel 
by  his  son,  Henry  Layton,  or  his  heirs,  or  other  owmer  of  the  manor  of  Rawden, 
the  yearly  sum  of  20  /.,  to  be  paid  quarterly  ; but  in  case  any  minister  should 
get  into  possession  of  the  said  chapel  by  any  other  presentation  than  as  aforesaid, 
then  he  willed,  that  the  said  feoffees  should  dispose  of  the  said  sum  of  20  /.  for 
the  good  of  the  poor  of  Rawden,  in  such  manner  as  his  heir,  or  other  owner  of 
the  manor  of  Rawden,  and  his  said  feoffees,  should  appoint  ; and  that  the  said 
feoffees  should  pay  to  the  said  curate  or  minister  as  should  intrude  himself 
into  possession,  without  or  against  the  approbation  of  his  heir,  or  other  owner  of 
the  manor  of  Rawden,  the  sum  of  4/.  only  by  the  year,  and  no  more;  and  he 
willed  and  appointed,  that  the  feoffees  should  pa}'^  yearly  to  the  clerk  that  his  heir 
should  nominate  to  serve  the  minister  in  time  of  divine  service,  and  other  cere- 
monies of  the  said  chapel,  the  sum  of  40  5.,  to  be  paid  him  quarterly,  so  long 
as  he  should  perform  the  duties  carefully : and  he  further  gave  all  the  timber 
and  wood  that  he  had  provided  for  the  building  and  roof  of  the  said  chapel,  to 
the  said  feoffees,  to  be  disposed  of  accordingly  : and  he  willed  and  appointed, 
that  the  said  feoffees  should  have,  out  of  the  said  annuity  of  40/.,  20  5. 
to  be  spent  in  a dinner  once  a year,  when  they  should  meet  about  the  settle- 
ment and  disposing  of  the  business  before  mentioned  ; and  he  willed  and 
appointed,  that  all  the  residue  of  the  said  reversion  of  40  /.  per  annum,  over  and 
above  the  payments  before  mentioned,  might  be  bestowed  and  employed  for  the 
binding  out  of  poor  apprentice  boys  and  girls  of  the  town  of  Rawden,  respect 
being  first  had  to  all  charges  that  should  arise  in  any  manner  or  ways  for  and 
about  the  same : and  he  constituted  his  son,  Henry  Layton,  executor  of 
his  will. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  charity,  besides  the  rector  of  Guiseley,  are,  John 
Marshall,  Joshua  Crompton,  Thomas  Lloyd,  and  Lamplugh  Hird,  esquires. 
New  trustees  have  been  elected,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  required  ; but 
the  annuity  of  40/.  has  not  been  assigned  by  deed  to  the  successive  trustees. 

The  annuity  is  paid  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  ; 20  /.  by  Mrs. 
Chesnutt,  lady  of  the  manor  of  Rawden  ; 10/.  by  John  Spencer  Stanhope, 
esquire  ; and  10  /.  by  Mr.  Samuel  Craven,  of  Horsforth  ; parts  of  the  property 
charged,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Craven  respectively, 
having  been  sold,  subject,  as  to  each  part,  to  the  annual  payment  of  10/. 

The  minister  of  Rawden  chapel  has  usually,  for  some  time  past,  acted  as  trea- 
surer of  the  charity,  and  he  retains  out  of  the  annual  fund  the  stipend  of  20/.,  and 
pays  to  the  chapel  clerk,  2 /.  a year,  to  the  master  of  the  hospital  at  Tadcaster, 
for  one  of  the  resident  poor  persons  there,  2 /.  12  5.  a year,  and  to  the  oldest  poor 
widower  of  the  township  of  Rawden,  for  the  time  being,  2 /.  12  5.*  The  treasurer 

has 

*The  person  who  receives  this  stipend  is  to  be  considered  an  out-pensioner  of  Tadcaster  Hospital. 
By  reference  to  the  report  of  Tadcaster  Hospital,  lOth  Rep.  p.  727,  it  will  appear,  that  by  an  arrange- 
ment there  referred  ;to,  one  of  the  beadsmen  of  tlie  hospital  is  to  be  chosen  from  Rawden,  and  is  permitted 
to  reside  there. 
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! has  also,  of  late,  usually  paid  the  sum  of  U.  a year,  given  by  the  will  for  a dinner 
for  the  trustees,  to  the  chapel  clerk,  in  addition  to  his  stipend,  the  trustees  not 
having  been  in  the  habit  of  holding  regular  meetings.  The  remainder  of  the 
annuity  of  40/.,  after  payment  of  the  above  sums,  is  set  apart  for,  and  has  of  late 
, been  regularly  applied,  except  in  the  instance  noticed  below,  for  apprenticing 
j poor  children  of  the  township  of  Rawden,  appointed  by  the  trustees  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  parish  officers  acting  for  the  township. 

A regular  account  is  kept  by  the  treasurer  of  his  receipts  and  payments.  At 
I present  there  is  a balance  in  his  hands  of  about  24/.,  which  has  been  retained 
instead  of  being  applied,  as  it  otherwise  would  have  been,  in  apprenticing  chil- 
dren, in  consequence  of  a claim  advanced  by  the  steward  of  the  lady  of  the 
manor  on  her  behalf,  and  a notice  given  by  him,  requiring  that  no  more  money 
should  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  apprenticing  children,  until  the  chapel, 
which  has  been  lately  much  in  need  of  reparation,  should  be  repaired.  It  is 
contended  by  the  steward,  that  the  residue  of  the  annuity,  after  payment  of 
the  specific  sums  mentioned  in  the  will,  is  liable  or  applicable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, by  virtue  of  the  last  clause  in  the  will,  as  above  set  forth,  to  the  charges 
of  repairing  the  chapel  when  occasion  requires  ; but  as  such  construction  of  the 
will  does  not  appear  to  us  maintainable,  we  have  intimated  to  the  trustees 
and  treasurer,  that  the  claim  should  be  disregarded,  and  that  they  cannot  pro- 
perly withhold  the  fund  from  the  purpose  of  apprenticing  children.  It  appears, 
indeed,  that  in  the  sum  of  15/.,  part  of  a balance  of  21  /.,  then  in  hand, 

and  in  1774»  a sum  of  5 /.,  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  annuity,  were  applied 
for  repairing  the  chapel,  but  the  circumstances  under  which  such  payments 
were  made  cannot  now  be  explained,  and  those  instances  do  not,  we  think, 
afford  sufficient  ground  to  support  the  claim  now  advanced. 

The  Free  School. 

It  appears  from  the  recitals  of  a trust  deed,  bearing  date  the  25th  January 
1783,  that  by  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  dated  the 
22d  May  1740,  made  between  Thomas  Strother,  of  the  one  part,  and  John 
Emmott,  of  Emmott,  esq.  Banister  Walton,  and  William  Strother,  and  ten  others, 
of  the  other  part ; the  said  Thomas  Strother,  in  consideration  of  350/.,  paid  by 
the  said  John  Emmott,  and  of  200/.,  paid  by  the  said  Banister  Walton,  and  the 
other  parties  of  the  second  part,  (which  said  200/.  was  thereby  declared  to  have 
been  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Rawden,  and  to  have  been  received  out 
of  the  surplusage  of  a rent-charge  of  40  /.,  issuing  out  of  lands  at  Horsforth, 
given  by  Thomas  Layton,  esquire,  late  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rawden,  for  put- 
ting out  poor  boys  and  girls  of  the  town  of  Rawden  as  apprentices,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Rawden  not  having  need  of  all  the  money  arising  from  that  gift,  for 
putting  out  such  apprentices,  and  having  therefore  considered  amongst  them- 
selves to  dispose  of  the  said  200  /.  in  the  purchase  of  a yearly  rent-charge  of 
10/.,  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  lands  of  the  said  Thomas  Strother,  situate  at  Idle, 
in  the  parish  of  Calverly,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  be  employed  in  hiring  a 
schoolmaster  to  teach  sixteen  poor  boys  and  girls  of  Rawden,  gratis,  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  and  Latin,  in  order  to  qualify  them  to  be  put  out 
apprentices,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  the  said  Francis  Layton,  such  boys  and  girls 
to  be  taught  in  the  schoolhouse  built  by  Thomas  Layton,  son  of  the  said 
Francis  Layton,  in  Rawden  ; and  the  said  John  Emmott  being  desirous  not 
only  to  promote  the  same  undertaking,  but  to  the  intent  that  the  residue  of  the 
rents  of  the  said  lands  in  Idle  might  be  settled  for  the  benefit  of  a school  built 
by  him  at  Laneshaw  bridge,  near  Emmott,  in  the  parish  of  Colne,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster  ; and  having  therefore,  out  of  his  own  money,  advanced  to  the  said 
Thomas  Strother  the  said  350/.,  other  part  of  the  consideration  aforesaid),  the 
said  Thomas  Strother  bargained  and  sold  to  the  said  .John  Emmott,  and  the 
other  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  or  tenement,  wherein 
John  Atkinson  and  William  Shaw  then  dwelt,  and  a messuage,  cottage 
or  tenement,  adjoining  the  first  mentioned  messuage,  wherein  the  said  William 
Shaw  likewise  dwelt,  and  the  several  closes  following,  viz.;  a close  called 
Longlands,  a close  called  Thackley  Ing,  a close  then  divided  into  three 
closes,  called  Idle  Law,  two  closes  called  the  Highfield,  and  a parcel  of 
ground  called  the  Green  Lane,  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  John 
Atkinson,  containing  in  the  whole  eighteen  days  work,  or  thereabouts,  situate 
in  Idle,  and  the  tithes  of  corn  and  hay  of  the  said  premises,  to  the  use  that 
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the  said  John  Emmott,  and  the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  miglit  stand 
seised  of  the  premises  and  receive  the  rents  thereof,  and  thereout  pay  the  clear 
yearly  sum  of  10/.  to  such  person  as  should  be  appointed  schoolmaster  at  Raw- 
den, by  the  lord  of  the  manor  thereof,  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the 
freeholders  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rawden  who  should  be  assessed  for 
and  pay  after  the  rate  of  10/.  a year  to  the  poor  of  Rawden,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  which  schoolmaster  so  to  be  appointed  was  to  teach  sixteen  poor  boys 
and  girls,  gratis,  to  write  and  read  English,  and  to  learn  Latin  and  arithmetic, 
in  the  said  school  in  Rawden  built  by  the  said  Thomas  Layton,  esquire ; and 
it  was  thereby  declared,  that  the  curate  of  the  chapel  of  Rawden,  for  the  time 
being,  should  haye  the  preference  of  being  appointed  schoolmaster  of  the  said 
school,  in  case  he  would  accept  thereof  and  behaye  himself  well  in  the  said 
employment ; but  in  case  the  said  curate,  or  any  other  schoolmaster  to  be  ap- 
pointed, should  misbehaye  himself  in  such  office,  that  he  should  be  displaced  by 
the  yote  of  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  assessed  as  aforesaid  ; and  that  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  with  the  land-owners  and  such  inhabitants,  should  be  obliged, 
in  two  months  after  notice  to  the  said  lord  of  such  displacing,  to  appoint  a new 
schoolmaster  ; and  if  they  should  neglect  so  to  do  in  two  months,  that  the  inha- 
bitants assessed  as  aforesaid  should  haye  a right  to  nominate  a schoolmaster  j and 
it  was  further  declared,  that  the  said  yearly  sum  of  10/.  should  be  wholly  paid 
to  the  person  himself  who  should  teach  such  number  of  poor  children  ; and  that 
the  schoolmaster  should  not  employ  any  usher  there,  in  order  to  take  a benefit  to 
himself,  by  paying  such  usher  a small  portion  of  the  said  salary,  and  retaining 
the  residue  for  himself,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  lord  and  inhabitants ; 
but  in  case  he  should  do  so,  that  the  said  trustees  might  retain  the  salary  of  10/. 
a year  from  him,  and  expel  him  from  his  office  ; and  that  if  the  owners  of  the 
school  at  Rawden  should  offer  to  displace  or  molest  any  schoolmaster  chosen  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  trustees  might  receive  all  the  rents  of  the  said  premises  as 
long  as  occasion  should  require,  wherewith  they  should  buy  a piece  of  ground 
in  a convenient  part  of  thetown  of  Rawden,  and  there  build  a new  school  as  long, 
as  wide,  and  as  convenient  as  the  school  at  Rawden  then  was,  and  should  pay  the 
said  salary  of  10/.  to  the  schoolmaster  of  such  new  school,  to  be  appointed  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and  should  pay  the  residue  of  the  rents  to  the  schoolmaster 
or  schooldame  of  the  school  at  Laneshaw  bridge  ; and  that  the  said  sixteen 
children  to  be  taught  at  Rawden  school  should  be  appointed  by  the  trustees 
and  by  the  inhabitants  of  Rawden,  assessed  as  aforesaid  ; and  as  to  the  residue 
of  the  rents  of  the  said  premises,  it  was  by  the  said  indenture  of  bargain  and 
sale  declared,  that  the  same,  after  payment  of  the  said  salary  of  10/.  a year, 
and  all  taxes,  repairs  and  necessary  expenses  about  the  same  estate  and  trusts, 
should  be  paid  to  such  schoolmaster  or  schooldame  as  should  be  appointed  to 
teach  scholars  at  the  school  lately  built  by  the  said  John  Emmott,  at  a place  called 
Laneshaw  bridge,  near  Emmott,  in  the  parish  of  Colne,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
who  should  for  ev^er  be  appointed  by  the  owner  for  the  time  being  of  the  man- 
sion-house of  Emmott,  as  vacancies  should  happen,  and  should  teach,  gratis,  at 
the  said  school,  all  or  such  of  the  children  of  the  said  John  Emmott,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  and  the  children  of  his  and  their  tenants,  as  the  said  owner  for  the 
time  being  should  appoint ; and  that  the  said  owner  should  be  empowered  to 
displace  the  said  schoolmaster  or  schooldame,  and  appoint  another  in  his  or  her 
stead,  to  whom  the  residue  of  the  said  rents  should  be  paid  ; but  in  case  the 
owner  should  neglect  for  three  months  after  a vacancy  to  appoint  a new  master 
or  dame,  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  should  make  such  appointment ; and 
that  when  the  trustees  should  be  by  death  or  otherwise  reduced  to  less  than 
three,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  said  premises  to  thirteen  new  trustees, 
to  be  chosen  out  of  the  principal  freeholders  or  inhabitants  of  Rawden,  and  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rawdon,  and  to  the  owner  of  the  mansion  at  Emmott, 
on  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  release  dated  the  ^5th  January  1783, 
reciting  to  the  effect  above  stated,  and  that  the  trustees  named  in  the  indenture 
of  the  22d  May  1746,  were  dead,  except  the  said  Banister  Walton  and  AVilliam 
Strother  *,  and  that  Richard  Emmott,  of  Emmott,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
esquire,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rawden,  and  owner  of  the  mansion-house  at 
Emmott  aforesaid,  being  desirous  that  the  trusts  should  be  filled  up,  had  nomi- 
nated Benjamin  Hurd,  and  12  others,  therein  named,  as  parties  thereto,  of  the 
second  part,  being  13  of  the  principal  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Rawden, 
together  with  the  said  Richael  Emmott,  and  the  said  Banister  Walton  and 
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William  Strother,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  charity ; the  said  Banister  Walton  Rawden. 

and  William  Strother  granted  and  released  to  William  Dan,  therein  named,  and  

his  heirs,  the  said  trust  premises  in  the  said  recited  indenture  mentioned,  to 

the  use  of  the  said  Banister  Walton,  William  Strother,  Richard  Emmott,  and  ^ contmve  . ^ 

the  other  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  mentioned 

in  the  said  recited  indenture. 

The  charity  estate  has  been  since  conveyed  by  indentures  of  the  30th  and 
31st  days  of  December  1814,  to  Richard  Emmott,  esquire,  Samuel  Bingley, 

William  Thompson  the  elder,  William  Thompson  the  younger,  and  1 1 other 
inhabitants  of  Rawden,  upon  the  same  trusts.  The  original  deed  of  1746,  never 
came  to  the  possession  of  the  present  trustees,  and  they  are  unable  to  state 
where  it  is  likely  to  be  found. 

The  estate  consists  of  a public-house  in  Idle,  called  the  New  Inn,  with  a barn 
and  stable,  and  several  closes  of  land,  and  an  allotment  awarded  under  a late 
inclosure  Act,  in  lieu  of  right  of  common,  and  it  contains,  according  to  a survey 
and  admeasurement,  the  following  particulars  and  quantities : — 


House  and  other  buildings 
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The  quantity  of  the  estate,  according  to  the  survey,  is  less  than  that  specified 
in  the  deed  of  17^6,  a day’s  work  being  three  roods  of  land.  We  do  not  how- 
ever find,  that  any  material  part  of  the  property  has  been  lost  by  encroachment, 
or  otherwise. 

The  house,  buildings  and  land,  are  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Harper,  under 
an  agreement  for  a term  of  11  years  from  the  28th  November  1817,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  48/.  They  were  let  by  ticket  to  the  best  bidder,  and  the 
previous  rent  was  26/.  a year. 

An  account  of  the  sums  of  money  received  and  expended  by  the  present 
trustees  since  they  came  into  office,  in  the  year  1815,  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 
It  appears  from  that  account,  that  the  sum  of  76/.  25.  6d.  was  paid  for  the 
charges  of  preparing  a new  trust-deed  on  the  appointment  of  the  present  trustees, 
that  the  sum  of  27 1 /.,  or  thereabouts,  has  been  laid  out  in  repairs  of  the  school 
at  Rawden,  and  that  the  expenditure  in  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  premises 
at  Idle,  and  of  the  school  at  Laneshaw  bridge,  has  been  such  as  to  prevent 
the  trustees  from  raising  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the  latter  school,  beyond 
the  amount  at  which  it  stood  on  the  appointment  of  the  trustees,  notwith- 
standing the  advance  of  the  rent  from  26 /.  to  48 /.  a year.  The  charge  for 
preparing  the  new  trust  deed,  appears  unusually  heavy  ; we  have  not  obtained 
the  particulars  of  the  charges,  but  it  is  understood  that  some  considerable  addi- 
tional expense  was  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  making  searches  and  inquiries 
to  ascertain  who  were  the  previous  existing  trustees  of  the  estate,  necessary  to 
be  made  parties  to  the  new  conveyance,  the  deed  of  1783  having  by  some 
accident  been  .then  lost  or  missing.  With  respect  to  the  expenditure  on  the 
school  at  Rawden,  as  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  10/.  a year  only  is  payable  by 
the  original  purchase  deed,  without  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  rents  of  the 
estate  to  the  master  of  the  school  at  Rawden,  and  no  other  provision  is  made 
by  the  deed  for  the  support  or  benefit  of  the  school  there,  except  in  the  event 
of  the  schoolmaster  being  molested  or  displaced  by  the  owners  of  the  present 
school-house,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  that  expenditure  is  not  objectionable  ; 
it  is  proper  however  to  state,  that  the  trustees  were  advised  by  counsel,  that 
they  might  properly  apply  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of  some  stone  which 
was  dug  out  of  the' charity  land,  (the  amount  of  which  appears  from  the  account 
in  the  Appendix),  to  the  repairs  of  the  schools,  both  at  Laneshaw  bridge  and 
Rawden,  and  that  the  produce  arising  from  that  source  was  much  more  than 
sufficient  for  those  purposes, 
llcp.  15. 
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The  present  master  of  the  school  at  Rawden,  is  the  Rev.  A.  Ibbotson,  curate 
of  Rawden  cbapel;  he  was  elected  by  the  persons  in  whom  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment is  vested  by  the  deed  of  May  1746,  and  with  an  understanding  that  he 
should  employ  an  assistant  to  teach  the  scholars,  and  should  himself  superin- 
tend only  the  management  of  the  school.  The  object  of  this  arrangement  was, 
to  provide  greater  facility  for  removing  the  teacher,  in  case  the  duties  of  the 
school  should  be  neglected.  The  salary  is  received  by  the  assistant,  and  he 
instructs  16  children,  nominated  by  the  trustees  as  free  scholars,  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  with  other  children  whose  education  is  paid  for  by  their 
parents.  The  master  superintends  the  management  of  the  school,  and  it  is 
conducted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants. 


PARISH  OF  HAREWOOD. 

Benefaction  Fund,  and  other  Charities. 

Benefaction  Fund. — The  sum  of  80/.,  being  the  amount  of  five  several 
benefactions  for  the  poor  of  the  parish,  and  of  a benefaction  of  10/.  for  the'poor 
of  Harewood  township,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Harewood,  at  interest  of 
SI,  4>s.  a year. 

Mallorie’s  Gift.^ — The  sum  of  5/.,  left  by  Bridgett  Mallorie^  in  1622,  for 
the  poor  of  the  parish,  is  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Mallorie,  of  Dunkeswick,  at 
interest  of  5 s.  a year. 

Flesher’s  Charity. — James  Flesher  devised  in  1625  three  acres  of  meadow 
ground  in  East  Keswick  Flats,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish. 

The  land  was  exchanged  many  years  ago,  for  a piece  of  land  in  East  Keswick, 
called  Barnesley^s  Land,  containing  6 a.  & 3r.  which  is  let  to  William  Teal,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  6/.  65.  per  anuum,  the  fair  annual  value. 

Harrison’s. — Thomas  Harrison  devised  a house  and  garth,  containing  3t) 
perches,  at  Huby,  for  the  poor  of  the  parish. 

This  property  is  let  with  Sawdrie’s  charity  land,  after  mentioned,  the  propor- 
tion of  rent  reserved  for  it  being  now  2/.  125.  Qd.  a year,  and  for  the  land-tax 
redeemed,  'Js.  Qd.  a year. 

The  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Harewood  act  as  trustees  for 
the  above-mentioned  charities,  and  the  annual  produce  thereof  is  divided  in 
certain  determined  proportions,  for  the  poor  of  the  four  several  quarters  into 
which  the  parish  is  divided,  each  quarter  having  a separate  churchwarden,  and 
the  several  portions  are  distributed  by  the  overseers,  among  poor  persons  of  the 
respective  townships. 

Sawdrie’s  Charity. 

Anthony  SawdriCt  in  1631,  devised  two  closes,  called  Foxglove  Close  and 
Straikefoot  Ing,  in  the  township  of  Weeton,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  the 
yearly  rent  to  be  used  for  putting  out  apprentice  a boy  or  girl  born  in  wedlock, 
of  persons  inhabiting  or  having  been  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Harewood, 
within  the  space  of  10  years  ; the  rent  to  be  applied  the  first  year  for  the  town- 
ship of  Harewood  ; the  second  year,  for  Wike,  Wigton,  Alwoodley  or  Weardley  ; 
and  the  third  year,  for  East  Keswick,  Dunkeswick  or  Weeton  ; and  in  default 
of  a boy  or  girl  in  any  of  the  said  places,  the  rent  to  be  laid  out  in  grey  cloth, 
to  be  given  to  the  poorest  persons  there. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  Foxglove  close^  1 a.  2r.  19p., 
and  the  Straikefoot  ing,  1a.  3r.  7p*»  at  Weeton,  and  of  an  allotment  of 
2a.  1r.  14<p.  at  Huby. 

The  land,  together  with  the  cottage  and  garth  devised  by  Thomas  Harrison, 
is  let  to  John  Thackwray,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  10/.  125.  6d.  a year,  the  tenant 
also  paying  Js.  9d.  2l  year  in  respect  of  the  redeemed  land-tax.  The  rent  is 
the  fair  annual  value. 

The  sum  of  8/.  a year  is  appropriated  as  the  portion  of  rent  belonging  to 
Sawdrie’s  charity,  and  is  paid  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  respective  townships  or  places  above-mentioned,  in  rotation,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  donor.  The  money  is  applied  for  apprenticing, 
and  when  there  is  no  child  to  be  apprenticed,  it  is  given  in  grey  cloth  among 
poor  persons. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  WEETON, 

Wade’s  Charity. 

William  Wade,  in  17^2,  devised  to  the  poor  of  this  township  a close,  called 
Weschohill.  Weeton. 

This  close,  which  contains  5a.  & 32p.  is  let  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  WadeT^arity 

bryan  Abbott,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  51.  5 s.  per  annum,  the  fair  annual  value,  

and  the  rent  is  distributed  half-yearly  by  the  overseers,  among  poor  persons  of 
the  township,  not  receiving  regular  parochial  relief. 

TOWNSHIPS  OF  WEEION  AND  DUNKESWICK. 

Midgley’s  Dole. 

This  is  a rent-charge  of  1 /,  a year,  payable  out  of  land  in  Weeton,  late 
belonging  to  one  Robert  Midgley,  and  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Hare- 
wood.  The  origin  of  the  payment  is  unknown,  but  the  object  of  the  charity  is 
understood  to  be  the  apprenticing  of  children  in  the  townships  of  Weeton  and 
.Dunkeswick,  and  the  rent-charge  is  paid  alternate  years  to  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  those  respective  townships,  and  applied  towards  putting  out  appren- 
tices. When  there  is  no  child  to  be  apprenticed,  it  seems  to  be  the  usage  to 
apply  the  money  with  the  poor’s  rate.  ^ 

TOWNSHIP  OF  EAST  KESWICK, 

Dawson’s  Charity. 

A separate  report  is  given  of  this  charity,  under  the  head  of  General  Charities  East  Keswick, 
for  the  West  Riding  of  the  County  of  York. 


WeetOB  and  Dun* 
keswick. 

Midgley’s  Dole. 


PARISH  OF  KIPPAX. 

The  Free  School. 

It  appears  from  an  inquisition  taken  under  a commission  of  charitable  uses, 
in  the  year  1638,  that  George  Goldsmith,  clerk,  in  the  36th  of  King  Henry  the 
Eighth,  either  by  will  or  deed,  but  which  does  not  appear,  gave  certain  copy- 
hold cottages  and  lands  in  Kippax,  to  certain  trustees  therein  named,  for  the 
use  and  enjoyment  of  a schoolmaster  teaching  a free  school  there. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  the  vicar  of  Kippax,  Thomas  Davison 
Bland,  esq.  and  Messrs.  John  Clayton  and  George  Ellerton. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school  under  the  endowment,  consists  of  a 
school  and  garden,  in  the  occupation  of  the  master,  and  a small  garth,  three 
cottages  and  three  closes  of  seven  acres,  or  thereabouts,  called  Lady  Closes,  all 
which  are  let  by  the  schoolmaster  to  tenants  of  his  own  option,  and  are  worth 
together  about  22/.  per  annum. 

Eight  children,  nominated  by  the  trustees,  are  taught  in  the  school  as  free 
scholars,  with  other  children  paid  for  by  their  parents,  in  reading,  writing  and 
accounts. 


Duffteld’s  and  Scholes’s  Doles. 

Two  annual  sums  of  105.  each,  were  given,  as  appears  from  the  table  of 
benefactions,  by  persons  of  the  above-mentioned  names,  to  be  distributed  on 
Christmas-day  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens. 

The  sum  of  1/.  l5.  a year  is  paid  on  account  of  these  gifts  by  Mr.  Twisleton 
Haxby,  of  Wakefield,  solicitor,  as  a charge  on  a close  in  Kippax,  called  Duf- 
field  Garth,  to  which  Mr.  Haxby  became  entitled  in  right  of  his  wife,  and 
the  money  is  distributed  by  him  at  Christmas,  among  poor  widows  of 
Kippax. 


Fether’s  Gift. 

It  appears,  from  the  table  of  benefactions,  that  Jo5cp/i  Feiher,  in  1717>  gave 
to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Kippax,  250/.,  but  by  misfortune  in  the  South  Sea, 
&c.  the  same  became  reduced  to  100/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  given  in 
bread  every  Sunday,  in  the  forenoon,  to  20  poor  people  coming  to  church  at 
the  beginning  of  divine  service. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  laid  out  in  a purchase  of  some  land  and  cottages, 
bought  for  the  erection  of  poor-houses,  and  the  sum  of  5/.  a year  paid  as 
interest,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  is  laid  out  in  bread,  which  is  distributed 
weekly  in  the  church. 
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It  appears  by  the  table  of  benefactions,  that  George  Scholes,  in  1717>  gave 
to  the  poor  of  the  town  one  dwelling-house,  near  the  town  well  in  Kippax,  for 
two  poor  people  to  dwell  in. 

The  above-mentioned  houses  have  long  ago  fallen  down.  The  site  of  them 
lies  waste,  and  a small  garden  attached,  is  let  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for 
5 s.  a year. 


LEEDS. 


Charities  under  the  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Pious  Uses. 

Leeds.  5th  July  1620.  By  an  inquisition  taken  under  a commission  of  charitable 

uses,  of  this  date,  it  was  found,  that  the  several  messuages,  lands,  annual  rent- 

Ordw  of  the  Com-^  charges,  and  sums  of  money,  in  the  inquisition  particularly  specified,  were 
mittee  of  Pious  Uses,  respectively  given  by  the  persons,  or  acquired  in  the  manner  in  the  inquisition 
mentioned,  for  the  reparation  of  the  highways  in  and  near  Leeds,  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Leeds,  and  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  free 
grammar  school  of  Leeds  ; and  by  the  decree  "grounded  upon  the  inquisition  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  vicar  of  Leeds,  and  the  twelve  individuals  therein  named, 
and  their  successors,  should  have  power  to  apply  the  said  messuages,  lands, 
rents,  and  sums  of  money,  to  any  of  the  said  charitable  uses  within  the  parish 
of  Leeds,'  and  should  be  named  the  sole  and  peculiar  committee  or  committees 
thereof,  and  that  they  should  appoint  yearly  four  of  their  number,  to  receive 
^ the  said  sums  of  money  and  annuities,  and  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises, 

and  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  several  uses  for  which  they  were  giv6n,  and  that 
the  four  receivers  should  yearly,  in  Easter  week,  account  for  the  same  to  the 
rest  of  the  committees,  and  that  the  committees  should  from  time  to  time  convey 
and  assure  the  said  premises  and  rents,  to  such  persons,  and  their  heirs,  as  the 
committees  should  appoint  to  preserve  the  inheritance  thereof,  and  also  should 
demise  the  premises  at  the  best  yearly  profit,  with  sufficient  provision  for  main- 
taining the  houses,  buildings  and  fences  in  good  repair,  so  as  the  leases  should 
be  in  possession  and  not  in  reversion,  and  should  not  exceed  21  years,  and  that 
all  the  deeds  and  writings  respecting  the  trust  premises  should  be  kept  in 
a chest  in  the  parish  church  of  Leeds ; and  it  was  further  decreed,  that  the 
direction  and  disposition  of  such  of  the  gifts  in  the  inquisition  mentioned,  as 
had  been  made  for  two  or  more  of  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid,  should  rest  in 
the  discretion  of  the  committees,  as  they  should  see  most  expedient,  and  that 
the  survivors  of  the  said  committees,  and  their  successors,  or  the  greater  number 
of  them,  and  in  their  default  for  40  days,  the  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Leeds,  after 
the  death  of  all  or  any  of  the  said  12  persons,  or  their  successors,  should  have 
power  to  elect  other  fit  persons  to  make  the  number  of  12,  to  be  joined  to  the 
vicar  of  the  parish,  who  was  always  to  be  one,  so  as  to  make  up  the  number  of 
13  persons,  to  be  committees  for  the  charitable  uses  within  the  said  parish,  and 
that  if  any  of  the  12  persons  should  remove  out  of  the  parish,  or  give  up  his 
place,  or  appear  unfit  for  the  same,  the  residue  of  the  13  persons,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  should  have  power  to  displace  him,  and  elect  another  in 
. . • his  stead. 

By  the  above  mentioned  decree  it  was  also  directed,  that  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  moot  hall  or  court  room,  at  Leeds,  which  it  was  found  by  the 
inquisition  had  been  built  with  the  poor’s  money,  and  the  rents  of  the  shops  and 
rooms  under  the  same,  should  be  applied  by  the  committee  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  Leeds  ; and  it  was  further  ordered,  with  respect  to  the  toll  dish  of  corn 
brought  into  the  market  of  Leeds,  (of  which,  according  to  an  order  of  the 
duchy  chamber  of  Lancaster,  one-third  was  payable  to  the  bailiff  of  Leeds,  and 
the  other  two-thirds  were  payable  to  the  use  of  the  poor  and  highways),  that 
two  persons  should  be  appointed,  one  by  the  bailiff  of  Leeds,  and  the  other  by 
the  committee,  which  persons  should,  on  every  market  day,  divide  the  corn 
gathered,  between  them,  so  as  the  bailiff,  or  his  deputy,  should  take  one-third 
and  the  other  two  parts  shoidd  be  disposed  of  by  the  committees  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  and  of  the  highways. 

22d  February,  13th  Charles  2d.  By  the  decree  made  under  another  com- 
mission of  charitable  uses,  of  this  date,  reciting  an  inquisition,  whereby  it  was 
found,  that  several  estates,  sums  of  money  and  rent-charges,  had  been  given 
for  the  several  different  charitable  jiurposes  in  such  inquisition  particularly 
mentioned  and  set  forth,  similar  directions  were  given,  as  in  the  former  decree, 
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with  respect  to  the  property  given  or  appropriated  for  the  highways,  the  poor  Leeds. 

and  the  grammar  school,  except  that  the  number  of  the  committees,  besides  the  

vicar  of  Leeds,  was  appointed  to  be  14,  instead  of  12;  and  it  was  further  Charities  under  the 
decreed,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  committees  to  elect  a master  or  usher 
for  the  free  school,  which  master  should  be  a graduate  in  one  of  the  universities, 
and  to  displace  the  master  and  usher,  and  to  make  such  laws  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  free  school,  as  to  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should 
seem  expedient ; and  as  to  the  several  gifts  for  other  charitable  uses  in  the  last- 
mentioned  inquisition,  particularly  specified,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  same  should 
be  employed  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  respective  donors  thereof. 

A particular  of  the  several  gifts.  Sec.  for  charitable  uses,  mentioned  in  the 
inquisition  taken  in  1621,  is  contained  in  the  Appendix. 

In  pursuance  of  the  decrees,  a committee  of  15  persons,  including  the  vicar 
of  Leeds,  have  uniformly  continued  to  act  in  the  general  management  of  the 
estates  and  property  appropriated  to  the  reparation  of  the  highways,  the  use  of 
the  poor,  aud  the  support  of  the  free  grammar  school.  The  administration  of 
the  trust,  as  to  each  of  the  three  different  purposes,  is  confided  to  a separate 
sub-committee  and  treasurer,  and  the  accounts  respecting  each  branch  of  the 
trust  are  kept  by  the  respective  treasurers,  and  are  examined  and  audited  once 
a year  by  the  general  committee. 

A separate  rental  and  particular  of  the  estates  belonging  to  each  branch  of 
the  trust,  is  contained  in  the  Appendix. 

The  whole  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  trust  appears  to  be  fairly  and 
properly  managed,  and  let  at  its  full  value.  The  land  is  let  to  tenants  holding 
from  year  to  year,  and  the  houses  are  let  partly  to  yearly  tenants,  and  partly  on 
leases  for  21  years,  with  covenants  by  the  lessees  to  repair.  The  directions  of 
the  decree,  as  to  letting,  are  adhered  to  ; in  some  instances  lessees  have  had 
leases  renewed  at  the  old  rents,  on  their  undertaking  to  rebuild,  but  a second 
term  of  21  years,  at  the  same  rent,  has  never  been  granted  in  consideration  of 
improvements  already  made,  though  in  two  or  three  instances,  where  the  im- 
provements have  been  substantial  and  expensive,  a prolongation  of  the  term, 
for  ten  years,  has  been  allowed. 

Trust  for  Reparation  of  the  Highways,  &c. — The  income  arising  from 
real  property,  destined  to  the  repairs  of  the  highways  in  and  near  Leeds, 
amounts  to  641 1.  65.  per  annum,  or  thereabouts,  and  there  is  also  belonging  to 
this  branch  of  the  trust,  the  sum  of  5,600/.  three  per  cent  reduced  annuities, 
standing  in  the  names  of  trustees,  and  the  sum  of  316/.  17-s.  10c/.  like 
annuities,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  The  stock  has  arisen  from  the  investment  of  unapplied  income,  and 
an  accumulation  of  dividends,  and  the  fund  has  been  accumulated  and  reserved, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  several  improvements  of  an  extensive  kind,  partly 
in  the  town  of  Leeds,  and  partly  in  its  communications  with  the  neighbouring 
country,  which  are  now  in  progress. 

In  the  course  of  administering  this  trust,  the  committee  receive  applications 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  townships  in  the  parish  of  Leeds,  for 
assistance  in  the  reparation  of  their  streets  and  roads,  and  on  consideration  of 
the  proposals  made  to  them,  the  committee  determine  what  sums  should  be 
allowed  for  each  purpose  proposed,  and  they  afterwards  pay  the  money,  on 
having  a certificate  that  the  work  has  been  properly  executed. 

With  respect  to  the  toll  dish  of  corn,  which  used  to  be  collected  from  the 
farmers  attending  the  market  at  Leeds,  and  of  which,  as  is  above  stated,  two- 
thirds  were  appropriated  to  the  highways  and  poor,  we  find  that  the  profits 
used  to  amount  to  JOl.  a year,  or  thereabouts,  but  that  so  much  opposition  was 
made  to  the  payment,  and  so  much  difficulty  was  encountered  in  the  collection, 
that  it  was  considered  expedient  to  give  up  the  attempt  to  receive  it,  and  the 
toll  dish  has  accordingly  not  been  received  for  upwards  of  30  years. 

• It  is  proper  to  notice  here,  that  an  estate  devised  by  Alice  Lodge,  in  1638, 
for  public  or  charitable  uses,  has  been  lately  recovered,  arid  the  rents  thereof 
applied  to  the  objects  of  this  trust.  The  testatrix,  by  her  will,  devised  as  fol- 
lows : — “ I give  unto  the  good  of  the  town  of  Leeds,  for  ever,  one  close  in  the 
field  of  Leeds  Woodhouse,  called  Crimbles,  of  the  yearly  rent  of  5 /.  to  be 
bestowed  in  what  use  my  executor  shall  think  fitting and  she  appointed 
William  Lodge,  her  eldest  son,  sole  executor  of  her  will.  The  close,  until 
about  the  year  1816,  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  Lodge,  as 
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owners  thereof,  and  they  used  to  pay  5/,  a year,  in  respect  of  the  land,  for  the 
use  of  the  charity  school,  but  a copy  of  this  will  having  been  procured,  and  the 
opinion  of  counsel  taken  on  the  effect  of  the  devise,  in  consequence  thereof  and 
of  further  steps  that  were  taken,  the  party  in  possession  consented  to  give  up 
the  close  to  the  Committee  of  Pious  Uses,  and  it  being  considered  that  the 
highway  trust  answered  more  nearly  to  the  testatrix’s  object,  as  mentioned  in 
her  will,  than  any  other  established  charity  in  Leeds,  the  rents  of  the  close, 
now  16/.  16^.  a year,  have  been  applied  as  part  of  the  income  of  the  highway 
trust,  and  are  included  in  the  statement  of  income  above  mentioned. 

Trust  for  the  Poor. — The  annual  income  arising  from  real  estates  and 
rent-charges,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  amounts  to  153/.  17<s.  10c/.  or 
thereabouts  ; and  there  is  also  belonging  to  this  trust,  the  sum  of  3,800/.  three 
per  cent  reduced  annuities,  standing  in  the  names  of  trustees.  The  moothall, 
and  the  shops  and  rooms  beneath  it,  mentioned  in  the  decree  of  iGisJO,  were 
sold  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  improvement  of  the 
town  of  Leeds,  passed  in  1824-,  and  have  now  been  taken  down.  The  purchase 
money,  which  amounted  to  3,04<3/.  65.  8 c/.,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  part 
of  the  stock  above-mentioned,  the  remainder  of  the  stock  having  been  bought 
with  unapplied  income  or  other  monies  belonging  to  the  trust. 

The  income  arising  from  the  real  and  personal  property  held  in  trust  for  the 
poor,  after  payment  of  3/.  a year,  being  a charge  on  part  of  the  estates,  for  the 
support  of  a school  at  Woodhouse,  5/.  a year,  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the 
committee,  and  7/-  a year,  the  receiver’s  salary,  is  laid  out  in  buying  cloth  and 
materials,  for  making  coats  and  petticoats  for  poor  persons,  and  a certain 
quantity  of  the  clothing  is  set  apart  for  poor  persons  of  each  of  the  several 
townships  in  the  parish  of  Leeds,  and  is  distributed  among  them  at  Christmas. 

Trust  for  the  Free  Gr.^mmar  School. — The  annual  amount  of  the  rents 
arising  from  the  school  estates  is  1,595  /.  12s.,  or  thereabouts  ; and  there  are 
also  helonging  to  the  school  trust,  the  sums  of  2,000/.  three  per  cent  consols, 
standing  in  the  names  of  trustees,  and  642/.  6s.  2d.  three  per  cents,  standing 
in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General  of  the  court  of  Chancery.  The  stock 
has  arisen  from  the  accumulation  of  surplus  income. 

The  school  premises  Consist  of  a school  and  school-yard,  given  by  Mr.  John 
Harrison,  in  1624,  and  of  a dwelling-house,  for  the  use  of  the  head  master, 
containing  suitable  accommodation  for  boarders,  which  was  built  in  I78O,  by. 
the  committee,  on  the  north  side  of  the  school-yard.  The  school-house  was 
greatly  enlarged  in  1823. 

The  school  appears  to  have  been  uniformly  conducted  as  an  institution  for 
the  education  of  boys  in  the  elementary  parts  of  classical  learning  ; but  in  order 
to  accomplish  a desire  which  was  entertained,  of  rendering  the  institution  ser- 
viceable, for  the  purposes  of  a commercial  or  mercantile  education,  by  the 
introduction  of  masters  qualified  for  such  instruction,  an  information  was  filed 
in  the  court  of  Chancery,  at  the  relation  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, against  a late  master  of  the  school,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Whiteley,  as 
defendant ; and  in  1797j  a decree  was  made  in  the  cause,  whereby  it  was 
referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court,  to  inquire  among  other  things,  what 
estates  were  derived  under  the  respective  donations  to  the  chai  ity,  and  whether 
it  would  be  proper,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  to  have  any  other  master  or 
masters  to  teach  writing,  arithmetic,  and  other  languages  besides  the  Greek  and 
Latin  ; and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Master  should  consider  of  a proper  scheme 
for  carrying  the  charity  into  execution.  In  pursuance  of  the  decree,  the  Master 
made  a report,  whereby  after  stating,  that  the  first  donation  was,  by  the  will  of 
William  Sheafield,  dated  6th  July  1652,  whereby  he  declared,  as  to  several  copy- 
hold  premises,  surrendered  to  the  use  of  his  will,  that  the  feoffees  thereof  should 
stand  seised  of  the  same  for  finding  sustentation  for  a schoolmaster,  to  teach 
such  scholars,  youths  and  children,  as  should  resort  to  him  to  be  instructed  in 
such  a school-house,  as  should  be  found  and  built  by  the  parishioners  of  the 
town  and  parish  of  Leeds,  upon  condition,  that  if  the  parishioners  should  not 
found  a school-house,  and  also  purchase  unto  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time 
being,  a sufficient  living  of  other  lands,  together  with  his  gift,  to  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  10/.  within  four  years  after  his  decease,  then  the  feoffees  should  stand 
seised  to  the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Leeds ; that  other  copyhold  pre- 
mises were  surrendered  in  the  second  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  by  Richard 
Bank,  and  his  wife,  to  the  use  of  the  free  grammar  school  in  Leeds;  and  farther 
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stating  the  conveyance  and  surrender  of'  other  lands  and  premises,  for  the  use 
of  the  grammar  school  in  Leeds,  and  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  with  money 
belonging  to  the  free  grammar  school,  the  Master  certified,  that  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  there  was  any  substantial  difference  between  the  uses  of  the 
several  donations,  but  that  they  were  all  meant  to  be  applicable  for  the  benefit 
of  the  free  grammar  school  in  Leeds,  originating  under  the  will  of  Sir  William 
Sheafield ; and  after  stating,  that  the  relators,  by  their  affidavit,  represented 
among  other  things,  that  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  it  would  be  proper, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  to  have  masters  appointed  to  teach  writing 
and  arithmetic,  and  the  French  and  German,  and  such  other  living  languages, 
as  were  usually  considered  to  form  the  basis  of  a mercantile  or  commercial 
education,  the  Master  certified  his  approbation  of  adding  to  the  establishment 
one  German  master  and  one  French  master,  to  teach  those  languages,  and 
a master  for  teaching  algebra  and  the  mathematics. 

An  exception  having  been  taken  to  the  Master’s  report  by  the  defendant, 
Mr.  Whiteley,  on  the  ground  that  the  school  was  intended  for  a free  grammar 
school  only,  and  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  persons  who  endowed  the 
school,  intended  that  more  than  one  master  and  one  usher  should  be  appointed 
and  endowed,  the  cause  came  on  for  argument  of  this  exception,  before  the 
present  Lord  Chancellor,  when  his  lordship,  after  stating  his  opinion  upon  the 
question,*  pronounced  a decree,  declaring,  that  the  charity  intended  to  be 
established  by  the  first  donation,  was  the  sustentation  and  maintenance  of  a free 
grammar  school,  to  teach  the  learned  languages ; that  the  free  school  in  Leeds 
was  a free  grammar  school,  for  the  teaching  grammatically  the  learned  lan- 
guages, and  that  the  free  teaching  thereof  was  the  charity  intended  to  be  esta- 
blished by  the  several  donations  mentioned  in  the  report,  so  far  as  the  same 
related  to  the  school ; and  it  was  directed,  that  the  Master  should  review  his 
report,  as  to  any  plan  the  parties  might  think  proper  to  lay  before  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  charity,  such  as  it  was  thereby  declared  to  be,  with  a view  to 
the  consideration,  whether  any  arrangement  as  to  the  management  of  the 
salaries  and  gratuities  to  the  masters,  might  upon  the  whole  be  proper  for 
promoting  the  charity. 

The  committee,  and  the  defendant,  Mr.  Whiteley,  not  agreeing  upon  any 
scheme  for  the  regulation  of  the  charity,  as  to  the  points  above  mentioned,  no 
joint  plan  was  offered  ; and  the  committee  afterwards  thinking  it  unnecessary  to 
propose  any  scheme,  no  further  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  suit,  and  the 
school  continued  to  be  conducted  upon  the  same  basis  as  it  had  previously  been, 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Whiteley,  which  happened  in  1815,  when  the  committee, 
upon  the  vacancy  of  the  mastership,  made  some  new  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  school,  and  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  master  and  usher  ;>  and 
they  adopted  a resolution,  that  the  scholars,  in  addition  to  classical  learning, 
should  have  the  benefit  of  instruction,  by  the  master  and  usher,  in  the  elemen- 
tary parts  of  the  mathematics.  The  number  of  scholars  being  greatly  increased 
some  time  after  Mr.  Whiteley’s  death,  in  consequence  thereof,  and  of  the  system 
of  education  having  been  enlarged,  by  the  introduction  into  the  school  of 
instruction  in  the  mathematics,  the  committee,  in  1819,  provided  an  assistant  to 
the  master  and  usher;  and  in  18^0,  they  made  further  new  rules  and  orders  for 
the  management  of  the  school,  by  which  it  is  declared,  that  all  boys,  being 
natives  of  the  borough  of  Leeds,  or  the  sons  of  residents  therein,  should  be 
taught  and  instructed  freely,  and  that  the  master  should  receive  no  present  or 
reward  whatever  for  their  teacliing.  The  terms  on  which  boys,  not  free  scholars, 
should  be  educated,  the  hours  and  times  of  attendance,  and  the  plan  of  instruc- 
tion for  the  different  forms  in  the  school,  are  also  prescribed  ; and  it  is  provided, 
that  a public  examination  of  the  scholars  should  be  had  every  year;  and  regu- 
lations are  made  respecting  the  duties  to  be  performed  in  teaching  by  the 
respective  masters,  and  for  the  management  and  conservation  of  the  school 
library.  ' ' 

The  school  is  at  present  very  ably  and  satisfactorily  conducted  ; and  of 'late 
years, -^tlie  number  of  scholars  resorting  to  it  has  greatly  increased, ' being  at 
present  about  100. 
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* Note. — The  report  of  tins  case  and  of  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  judgment, 
of  Vesey’s  Reports  in  Chancery,  p.  241. 
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It  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  Master  in  Chancery,*  that  a salary  of  li26/. 
a year  was  then  paid  to  the  head-master  of  the  school,  and  a gratuity  of  about 
75/.  at  Christmas;  and  that  the  usher  had  a salary  of  63 1.  a year,  and  a gratuity 
of  42 1.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Whiteley,  the  salaries  have  been  greatly 


Head  master’s  salary  _ - - 

allowance  for  a gown 

Usher’s  salary 


allowance  in  lieu  of  a house 
allowance  for  a gown 


Assistant’s  salary  - 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerk  of  the  school  committee,  receiver  of 
school  rents,  school-keeper  and  assistant,  together 


£.  s.  d. 

600  - - 

- 

10  - - 

250  - - 

- 

30  - - 

- 

10  - - 

60  - - 

of 

- 

67  14  - 

Besides  the  above  payments  of  certain  amount,  there  is  a large  annual 
expenditure  on  account  of  repairs  of  the  school  buildings,  and  the  smaller 
houses  on  the  school  estates,  and  in  respect  of  the  annual  examination  of  the 
scholars,  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  among  them,  and  various  incidental 


expenses. 

The  income  considerably  exceeds  the  current  annual  expenditure ; and  the 
surplus,  whenever  it  is  of  suitable  amount,  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock. 
An  accumulation  to  a considerable  extent  is  necessary,  in  order  to  provide  for 
occasional  expenses  of  large  amount,  and  particularly  for  the  payment  of  the 
fines  due  on  the  admittance  of  new  trustees  to  the  copyhold  estates,  which  form 
a large  part  of  the  real  property  belonging  to  the  school.  In  1806,  the  sum  of 
1,350/.  was  paid  for  fines  on  the  admission  of  twelve  new  trustees  to  the  copy- 
hold  premises  held  of  the  manor  of  Leeds  ; and  in  1823,  the  sum  of  1,087/.  4^. 
was  laid  out  in  enlarging  .and  improving  the  school-house.  In  1815,  shortly 
before  the  death  of  Mr.  Whiteley,  the  stock  which  remained  after  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  suit  in  Chancery,  was  5,700  /.  three  per  cent  consols  ; and 
of  this  there  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Whiteley,  3,700/.  stock,  and  to  the  then 
usher  of  the  school,  1,850/.  stock.  It  was  intended  that  the  sum  of  150/.  three 
per  cents,  the  residue  of  the  stock,  should  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  building 
a house  for  the  usher ; but  that  object  being  afterwards  abandoned,  the  fund 
was  reserved,  and  it  forms  part  of  the  stock  now  belonging  to  the  charity. 


Harrison’s  Charity  to  the  Minister  and  Church  of  St.  John’s. 

Harrison’s  Charity  By  indenture,  bearing  date  the  6th  September  1639,  made  between  John 

to  the  Minister  and  Harrison,  of  the  first  part ; Thomas  Killingbeck  and  Mansfield  Hazell,  of  the 

Churchof St.Johns.  g0cond  part;  and  Thomas  Metcalfe,  esquire,  the  then  alderman  of  the  said 
town  and  borough,  John  Hodgson  and  Robert  Benson,  two  of  the  principal 
burgesses  of  the  same,  and  John  Hargrave,  one  of  the  assistants  thereof,  of 
the  third  part ; the  said  John  Harrison  conveyed  unto  the  said  Thomas  Killing- 
beck  and  Mansfield  Hazell,  and  their  heirs,  a messuage  in  the  new  street  in 
Leeds,  wherein  the  Rev.  Robert  Todd,  clerk,  then  dwelt,  with  the  garden  and 
laith  thereto  belonging,  and  a croft  adjoining  to  the  church-yard,  on  the  west, 
and  the  school  yard,  on  the  east,  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Robert 
Todd ; also,  a messuage  in  the  new  street,  adjoining  the  former  four  other 
messuages,  near  the  free  school,  then  divided  into  five,  and  certain  closes  near 
Woodhouse  moor,  in  the  said  indenture  described,  which  several  premises,  over 
and  besides  the  messuages  and  premises  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Robert 
Todd,  were,  in  the  said  indenture  mentioned  to  be  of  the  yearly  value  of  90/. ; 
to  hold  to  the  said  Thomas  Killingbeck  and  Mansfield  Hazell,  and  their  heirs, 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Metcalfe,  and  others,  parties  of  the  third  part, 
and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  suffer  the  said  Robert  Todd,  so  long  as  he  should 
continue  minister  or  curate  of  the  church  or  chapel  of  St.  John’s,  and  afterwards 
such  as  should  succeed  him  in  the  said  office,  to  hold  and  keep  in  their  own  occu- 
pation, during  their  incumbency,  the  said  messuages,  croft  and  premises,  then  in 
the  occupation  of  the  said  Robert  Todd,  for  his  and  their  convenient  mansion  and 
dwelling ; and  that  from  and  after  the  death  of  the  said  John  Harrison,  the 
trustees,  and  their  heirs  or  assigns,  should  pay  to  the  said  Robert  Todd,  and  his 
successors,  incumbents  of  the  said  church  or  chapel,  so  long  as  they  should 
serve  the  cure,  and  continue  ministers  of  such  church  or  chapel,  the  yearly  sum  of 
80/.,  by  equal  portions,  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas;  and  upon  further  trust, 
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that  the  sum  of  10/.  yearly,  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  90/.,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  receive  of  the  then  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  premises,  should  be  yearly  bestowed,  as  need  should  require, 
about  the  fabric  and  repairs  of  the  said  church  or  chapel ; and  if  no  need  for 
repairs,  then  to  be  yearly  accounted  for  and  kept  for  those  purposes,  as  also  for 
the  necessary  expenses  and  costs  of  the  trustees,  touching  the  premises,  or 
defence  or  maintenance  of  the  said  messuages,  lands  and  tenements,  from  any 
suits  or  incumbrances  that  might  arise  concerning  the  same,  or  in  any  other  the 
charitable  uses  after  mentioned,  as  to  them  and  their  heirs,  or  any  two  of  them, 
with  the  vicar  of  Leeds,  and  such  head  officer,  senior  and  brethren  of  the  said 
, corporation,  as  was  afore-mentioned,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should 
i be  thought  most  fit  and  needful ; and  that  if  on  any  vacancy  happening  in  the 
j place  of  minister  or  curate  of  the  said  church  or  chapel,  the  person  who  should 
be  nominated  and  recommended  to  succeed  thereto  by  the  vicar,  head  officer 
and  others  aforesaid,  should  not  be  admitted  to  serve  the  said  cure  by  the  lord 
i archbishop  and  his  successors,  or  if  the  said  five  persons,  or  the  greater  number  of 
them,  should  not  make  such  election  or  nomination,  or  be  in  any  ways  hindered  or 
debarred  from  such  free  election  and  nomination,  (which  election  the  said  John 
Harrison  thereby  required  to  be  ever  done  within  three  months,  at  the  furthest,  from 
every  avoidance),  then  the  said  yearly  sum  of  80/.,  or  so  much  thereof  as  should 
accrue  from  such  avoidance,  until  such  election,  nomination  and  admission  of  the 
succeeding  incumbent,  should  be  bestowed  and  distributed  upon  the  widow  and 
I children  of  the  last  minister  or  curate  of  the  said  church  or  chapel,  and  other 
charitable  uses,  as  in  benevolence  to  such  licensed  preachers  as  should  bestow 
their  pains  in  such  church  or  chapel  during  the  vacancy,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish  church  of  Leeds,  relief  of  any  poor  minister  of 
God’s  word,  reparation  of  the  highways,  or  distribution  amongst  the  impotent 
poor  persons  of  the  said  town  or  borough,  as  the  trustees  , and  their  heirs,  or 
any  two  of  them,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  vicar  of  the  parish 
I church  of  Leeds,  and  such  head  officer  and  brethren  of  the  said  corporation  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  should,  in  their 
i discretion,  think  fit ; and  that  when  any  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivor 
I should  grant  and  convey  the  said  messuage,  lands  and  premises,  to  two  of  the 
said  principal  burgesses  of  the  town  and  borough  of  Leeds,  or  other  principal 
' brethren  of  the  same,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  of  some  one 

! or  as  many  more  such  persons,  being  above  the  age  of  21  years,  as  would 

supply  the  number  of  four  co-trustees,  on  the  like  trusts  ; and  the  said  parties 
of  the  third  part  thereby  covenanted  for  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  such 
as  should  afterwards  become  trustees  of  the  premises,  to  demise  and  let  the 
same  for  the  minister  of  the  church  at  the  best  yearly  rent,  and  for  a term  or 
terms  not  exceeding  21  years,  and  under  reasonable  covenants  for  reparation  ; 
and  that  all  such  monies  as  should  thereafter  be  raised  and  improved,  of  all  or 
any  of  the  said  premises,  above  the  said  sum  of  fourscore  and  ten  pounds,  if 
thereafter  any  such  should  happen  to  be,  should  be  employed  for  some  of  the 
charitable  uses  in  the  said  indenture  before  expressed,  as  the  said  trustees,  or 
any  three  of  them,  in  their  discretion,  should  think  fit. 

The  present  surviving  trustees  of  this  charity,  in  whom  the  estates  are  vested, 
by  a deed,  dated  in  I8I7,  are  Sir  John  Beckett,  bart.  and  John  Blayds,  esq. 
alderman  of  Leeds,  and  John  Hardy,  esq.  recorder  of  Leeds. 

The  messuage  and  premises,  appropriated  by  the  deed  for  the  dwelling  and 
use  of  the  minister  of  St.  John’s,  are  in  his  occupation,  with  the  exception  of  a 
part  of  the  croft,  which  has  been  added  to  the  grammar  schoolyard,  and  for 
which  the  minister  receives  a rent  of  30  guineas  per  annum. 

The  premises  not  appropriated  to,  or  occupied  by  the  minister,  consist  of  the 
following  particulars : — 

Three  or  four  messuages  in  New-street,  lately  erected,  pursuant  to  the  terms 
of  a lease  granted  in  1824,  to  Obadiah  Brook,  of  the  ground  and  old  buildings 
in  New-street. 

Several  closes  of  land  at  Woodhouse,  in  the  township  of  Leeds,  containing  in 
the  whole  82a.  1r.  39p.,  let  separately  to  nine  different  persons,  as  yearly 
tenants,  at  rents,  amounting  together  to  322/.  IO5.  per  annum,  being  the  full 
annual  value. 

Until  the  determination  of  the  suit  in  Chancery,  which  will  be  presently 
noticed,  the  sum  of  80/.  a year  was  paid  to  the  minister  as  his  stipend,  and  the 
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Leeds.  residue  of  the  rents  appears  to  have  been  applied  or  retained  as  applicable  to 
Harriso^i^harit  repairs  of  the  church.  In  177^9  the  rent  of  the  estate  being  considerably 
to  ihe*Minister  and  increased,  an  information  was  filed  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  at  the  relation  of 
Church  of  St.  John’s,  the  Rev.  Richard  Fawcett,  the  then  minister  of  St.  John’s,  against  Thomas 
continued.  Lodge,  esq,  the  then  surviving  trustee  of  tire  charity,  whereby,  after  stating 
^ that  the  rents  of  the  estate  were  then  200/.  a year,  and  submitting,  that  the 
maintenance  for  the  minister  of  St.  John’s  was  one  of  the  principal  objects  of 
the  founder,  John  Harrison,  and  that  it  was  proper,  and  according  to  his 
intention,  that  the  yearly  income  of  the  minister  should  be  augmented  in  pro- 
portion to  the  yearly  rents,  it  was  prayed,  that  an  account  might  be  taken  of  the 
rents  of  the  estate  received  by  the  defendant ; that  new  trustees  might  be 
appointed ; that  the  surplus  rents  of  the  estate,  for'  the  time  during  which 
the  relator  had  been  minister  of  the  church,  or  a reasonable  part  thereof,  might 
be  paid  to  him,  and  that  the  curate  of  the  church  for  the  time  being  might 
be  declared  to  be  entitled  to  the  surplus  rents  of  the  estates,  according  to  their 
improved  value,  for  his  maintenance. 

In  pursuance  of  the  decree  made  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause  in  1775,  new 
trustees  were  appointed,  and  an  account  was  taken  by  the  Master,  to  whom 
the  cause  was  referred,  of  the  rents  of  the  estate  ; and  it  having  been  referred 
to  the  Master  to  consider  of  a scheme  for  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  rents, 
afterpayment  of  the  yearly  sums  of 80/.  and  10/.,  the  Master,  by  his  report, 
dated  the  17th  March  1777,  after  stating  what  was  due  in  respect  of  the  rents 
received,  and  what  would  be  proper  to  be  allowed  thereout  for  the  repairs  in  the 
report  mentioned,  certified  his  approbation  of  a proposal  made  on  behalf  of  the 
relator  and  the  trustees  of  the  charity,  that  the  balance  therein  mentioned, 
which  would  remain  after  the  payment  of  all  charges  and  costs,  should  be  paid 
to  the  relator,  as  an  addition  to  his  stipend  for  time  past ; and  that  in  future,  the 
surplus  rents  of  the  estate,  after  payment  of  the  yearly  sums  of  80/.  and  10/. 
provided  for  by  the  trust  deed  of  1638,  should  be  applied  as  follows,  viz. ; one- 
ninth  annually  to  the  repairs  of  the  church,  church-yard,  walls,  gates  and 
premises  thereto  belonging,  and  also  to  the  charity  estates;  and  that  if,  with 
the  10/.  provided  by  the  deed,  such  one-ninth  part  should  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  such  repairs,  the  residue  thereof  should  be  invested,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  trustees,  in  SI.  per  cent  bank  annuities,  or  other  government  securities, 
as  a further  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  paid  to  the  minister  for  the 
time  being ; and  that  a sum  not  exceeding  10/.  per  annum  should  be  paid  out 
of  the  surplus  rents,  to  a receiver  of  the  rents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  curate  or  minister,  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the 
residue  thereof  should  be  paid  annually,  by  half-yearly  payments,  to  the  curate 
or  minister. 

By  a decree  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  further  directions,  made  the 
9th  April  1777,  the  report  and  the  scheme  were  confirmed,  and  directed  to  be 
carried  into  effect,  subject  only  to  some  variation  as  to  the  sums  to  be  applied 
out  of  the  balance  in  hand  for  repairs,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  relator,  and  with 
the  further  direction,  that  in  case  the  sum  of  10/.  and  one-ninth  part  of  the 
clear  surplus  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity  estate,  should  at  any  time  be 
insufficient  to  answer  the  repairs  of  the  church  or  chapel,  and  of  the  charity 
estate,  as  mentioned  in  the  Master’s  report,  the  parties  were  to  be  at  liberty  to 
apply  to  the  court,  as  there  should  be  occasion,  to  have  the  deficiency  made 
good  out  of  the  surplus  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity  estate,  after  paying  the 
stipends  provided  for  the  minister  or  curate,  by  the  trust  deed  of  the  6th  Sep- 
tember 1638. 

With  respect  to  the  suit  in  Chancery,  it  is  perhaps  proper  to  remark,  that 
neither  in  the  information,  nor  in  the  Master’s  report,  (which  purports,  in 
stating  what  was  the  nature  of  the  charity,  to  recite  or  set  forth  the  trust  deed 
of  1638,)  is  that  final  part  of  the  deed  recited,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  the 
future  improved  rents  of  the  estate,  above  the  sum  of  1)0/.  should  be  employed 
for  some  of  the  charitable  uses  in  the  deed  before  expressed,  as  the  trustees, 
or  any  three  of  them,  should  in  their  discretion  think  fit.  It  may  perhaps 
admit  of  doubt,  whether  the  provision  for  the  minister  was  one  of  the  charitable 
uses  meant  to  be  referred  to  in  the  last  clause ; but,  however  that  may  be,  the 
omission  to  introduce  that  clause  in  the  pleadings  and  written  proceedings  is 
calculated  to  raise  a suspicion,  that  the  question  upon  the  proper  construction 


5 


York.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  66? 

and  effect  of  the  trust  deed  was  not  fairly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Leeds, 

. court.  

i Since  the  conclusion  of  the  suit  the  rents  of  the  estate  have  been  applied  toThr^i  * 

; according  to  the  scheme,  the  sum  of  80/.  and  eight-ninth  parts  of  the  surplus  cVurchofhtJo^^ 
rents,  above  the  sum  of  00/.,  being  paid  to  the  minister  of  St.John’s,  and  the  continued. 

1 sum  of  10/.  with  the  residue  of  the  surplus  rents,  being  appropriated  to  the  w ^ 

j reparation  of  the  church  of  St.  John’s,  and  laid  out  thereon  when  requisite, 

from  time  to  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees.  The  fund  for  repairs 
is  generally  more  than  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  annual  repairs  of  the  church, 

I and  there  is  a balance  in  hand  of  100/.  or  thereabouts,  which  is  lodged  in  the 
bank  of  Messrs.  Beckett  and  Blayds.  It  is  intended  to  accumulate  a fund  to 
meet  the  expense  of  some  repairs  of  a more  substantial  kind,  which  are  or  will 
I be  required  in  the  steeple  walls  and  window  frames  of  the  church. 

Jenkinson’s  and  Dalley’s  Charities. 

Josias  Jenldnson,  by  will,  dated  August  10th,  1643,  devised  to  four  trustees,  Jenkinson’s  and 
a messuage,  and  all  houses,  lands  and  tenements  thereto  belonging,  at  Great  Dailey’s  Charities. 
Woodhouse,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  thereof, 
among  such  poor,  impotent  and  aged  people,  inhabiting  within  the  town  and 
parish  of  Leeds,  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  hold  most  needful,  at 
Christmas;  and  he  directed,  that  on  the  death  of  two  of  the  feoffees,  the 
survivor  should  elect  two  other  men  of  the  parish  to  be  feoffees  in  their  stead  ; 
and  he  further  devised  unto  the  same  trustees,  eight  cottages,  erected  by  him 
for  almshouses,  in  Leeds,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  place  therein  such 
impotent  and  aged  persons,  inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Leeds,  as  they  should 
think  most  needful,  without  taking  any  rent  for  the  same,  and  he  gave  similar 
directions  as  to  renewing  the  trustees  for  the  almshouses. 

The  estate  at  Woodhouse,  which  consists  of  a house,  with  out-buildings,  and 
three  closes,  containing  in  the  whole  8 a.  & 38 p.  is  let  to  Josias  Falkner,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  32/.  a year,  which  is  the  fair  annual  value. 

The  almshouses  consist  of  eight  tenements,  containing  one  room  each,  in  Mill 
Hill,  in  Leeds,  and  they  are  occupied  by  eight  poor  widows,  nominated  by  the 
trustees. 

The  directions  of  the  testator,  as  to  renewing  the  trustees  from  time  to  time, 
not  having  been  carried  into  effect,  the  descendants  of  one  of  the  coheirs  of  the 
testator,  during  a long  period,  used  to  distribute  the  rents  of  the  estate  at 
Woodhouse,  among  poor  persons,  and  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  number  of 
almspeople,  and  the  charity  continued  under  this  course  of  management  until 
the  year  1805,  when  Richard  Fountayne  Wilson,  esquire,  on  whom  the  per- 
formance of  the  trust  had  in  the  manner  above  mentioned  devolved,  and  in 
whom  it  was  presumed  the  legal  estate  in  the  property  had  become  vested, 
conveyed  the  premises  at  Woodhouse,  and  the  almshouses,  to  John  Beckett, 

William  Cookson,  John  Blayds  (then  John  Calverley),  and  Edward  Markland, 
esquires,  as  trustees  for  the  future  management  of  the  charity.  In  January 
1806,  the  new  trustees,  finding  that  the  rents  of  the  estate  at  Woodhouse  had 
been  given  indiscriminately  among  a great  number  of  persons,  in  very  small 
sums  of  money,  so  as  to  be  productive  of  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  poor,  and 
that  the  almshouses  had  fallen  into  a ruinous  state,  resolved  to  apply  the  rents, 
so  long  as  should  be  necessary,  towards  the  rebuilding  of  the  almshouses.  The 
sum  of  65  /.  the  amount  of  the  rents  then  undisposed  of,  was  accordingly, 
together  with  the  sum  of  100/.  voluntarily  given  by  Mr.  Blayds,  one  of  the 
trustees,  for  the  purpose,  applied  towards  the  erection  of  new  almshouses,  and 
the  rents  subsequently  received  were  applied  in  like  manner,  until  the  work 
was  completed.  In  December  1808,  the  trustees,  taking  into  consideration, 
that  the  poor  people  in  the  almshouse  had  then  no  stipend  or  provision  for 
their  support,  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  could  not  more  effectually  carry 
the  testator’s  intention  into  effect,  than  by  disposing  of  the  rents  among  the 
almspeople,  and  they  have  since  accordingly  distributed  the  same,  in  equal 
portions,  among  the  poor  widows  of  the  almshouse. 

Elizabeth  Dailey ^ by  will,  dated  26th  August  1800,  and  who  died  in  1805, 
gave  to  the  vicar  of  Leeds,  and  the  ministers  of  St.  John’s,  the  Holy  Trinity, 
and  Sti  Paul’s,  and  their  successors,  200/.  to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  and  the 
interest  to  be  applied  amongst  the  poor  residing  in  Jenkinson’s  almshouses,  in 
such  proportions  as  they  should  think  proper. 

Rep.  15.  4 P 4 


In 


Leeds. 


Jenkinson’s  and 
Dailey’s  Charities, 
continued. 

\ ! 


Harrison’s  Hospital. 


668  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 

In  consequence  of  the  principal  acting  executor  under  the  will  of  Mrs.  Dailey, 
and  by  whom  her  assets  were  received,  having  died  in  1809,  in  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances, no  part  of  the  legacy  of  200  1.  was  received  before  the  month  of 
November  1823,  when  the  sum  of  110/.  Qs.’^d.  was  paid  in  respect  of  the  legacy, 
in  the  course  of  a distribution  of  assets,  under  a suit  in  the  court  of  Chancery, 
instituted  by  the  creditors  of  the  person  above  referred  to.  It  is  not  expected 
that  any  further  dividend  on  the  legacy  will  be  received.  The  sum  of  110/.  3s.  7</. 
was  laid  out  by  the  trustees  of  Jenkinson’s  almshouses,  immediately  after  being 
received,  together  with  a small  additional  sum  in  the  purchase  of  150/.  3 per 
cent  reduced  annuities,  and  the  dividends  of  the  stock  are  distributed  among 
the  almspeople,  with  the  rents  of  the  Woodhouse  estate. 

Harrison’s  Hospital. 

Jo/in  Harrison,  esquire,  formerly  alderman  of  Leeds,  by  indenture  of  feoff- 
ment, bearing  date  21st  April,  1653,  conveyed  unto  the  Rev.  Robert  Hitch, 
Benjamin  Wade,  and  two  others,  therein  named,  several  messuages,  which  he 
had  erected  at  his  own  expense,  and  intended  for  an  hospital  or  dwelling  place 
for  poor  people,  and  a large  yard  or  curtilage  before  the  same,  situate  on  the 
west  side  of  the  new  church  or  chapel  of  Saint  John,  in  Leeds,  and  two  other 
buildings,  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  yard  or  curtilage,  and  also  the  undivided 
moiety  of  three  fulling  mills  and  one  reedwood  mill,  with  the  appurtenances, 
and  two  acres  of  land  thereunto  adjoining,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  in  or 
near  Leeds,  and  also  several  dwelling-houses  or  tenements  with  yards  and  gar- 
dens in  New-street,  in  Leeds,  then  in  the  occupation  of  nine  different  tenants, 
and  a tenement  with  two  acres  of  land,  adjoining  in  a place  called  the  Nether 
Tenters,  within  the  manor  of  Leeds ; to  hold  to  the  said  Robert  Hitch  and 
others,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  intent  as  declared  by  another  writing,  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  dated  the  22d  April,  in  the  same  year,  that  the  feoffees 
should  stand  seised  of  the  premises,  from  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  John 
Harrison,  to  such  charitable  and  pious  uses,  as  the  feoffees,  to  be  advised  by 
counsel  learned  in  the  law,  should  settle  and  appoint. 

By  a decree  of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  dated  1st  June  1688,  setting 
forth,  that  the  intent  of  the  feoffment  was,  that  the  trustees  should  settle  the  pre- 
mises in  trust,  for  the  perpetual  endowment  of  the  hospital,  but  that  no  settle- 
ment had  been  made,  nor  trustees  appointed  of  the  charitable  use,  it  was  decreed, 
that  the  hospital,  messuages  and  premises,  mentioned  in  the  indenture,  should 
be  conveyed  to  the  then  mayor  of  Leeds,  the  then  vicar  of  Leeds,  and  the  minis- 
ter of  the  new  church  there,  and  their  successors,  to  the  use  of  them  and  their 
respective  successors,  and  of  Henry  Hitch  and  Benjamin  Wade,  therein  named, 
upon  trust,  that  they,  and  their  respective  heirs  and  successors,  should  employ 
the  rents  and  profits  tow'ards  the  maintenance  of  as  many  poor  persons,  to  be 
placed  in  the  hospital  by  a majority  of  the  trustees  and  their  respective  heirs 
and  successors,  out  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Leeds,  as  the  hospital  could  con- 
veniently receive,  and  that  the  trustees  should  not  grant  leases,  but  at  improved 
rents,  without  fine,  and  not  to  exceed  21  years,  and  with  proper  covenants  on 
the  part  of  the  lessees,  to  keep  the  premises  in  good  repair. 

The  hospital  and  premises  were  conveyed  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
decree ; but  doubts  being  afterwards  entertained,  as  to  the  legal  efficiency  of 
such  mode  of  conveyance,  it  was  provided  and  directed,  by  another  decree  of 
commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  bearing  date  l6th  December  1751-,  that  the 
hospital  and  premises  should  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  Henry  Hitch  and  Walter 
Wade,  in  the  decree  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  charitable  uses 
aforesaid  ; that  the  poor  persons  should  be  nominated  by  the  said  Henry  Hitch 
and  Walter  Wade,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  mayor  of  Leeds,  the  vicar  of 
Leeds,  and  the  minister  of  St.  John’s,  all  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater 
number  of  them ; that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  hospital  estates  should  be 
applied  for  the  charitable  use,  as  the  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the 
mayor,  vicar  and  minister,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  number  of  them, 
should  direct  and  appoint ; that  all  leases  should  be  made  with  the  consent  of 
the  mayor,  vicar  and  minister,  or  two  of  them  at  the  least ; and  that  on  the 
death  of  the  said  Henry  Hitch  and  Walter  Wade  respectively,  the  mayor  and 
vicar  and  minister  of  St.  John’s,  for  the  time  being,  should,  within  three  months, 
elect  an  honest  and  substantial  person,  resident  in  Leeds,  or  within  twenty  miles 
thereof,  to  be  a trustee,  with  the  survivor  of  the  said  Henry  Hitch  and  Walter 
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Wade,  preference  being  given  in  all  future  elections  of  a trustee  to  the  heir  Leeds. 

male  of  the  said  Henry  Hitch  and  Walter  Wade  respectively,  if  of  full  age,  and  

that  thereupon  the  hospital  and  premises  should  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  Harrison’s  Hospital, 
'remaining  and  new  elected  trustee,  upon  the  like  trusts  ; and  it  was  further  (continued. 
decreed,  that  the  trustees  of  the  hospital,  and  the  mayor  and  vicar  of  Leeds, 
iind  minister  of  the  New  Church  there,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  should  have  power  to  remove  any  poor  person  in  the  hospital  for 
mishehaviour. 

Trustees  have  been  chosen,  and  conveyances  made,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  latter  decree.  The  present  trustees  are  John  Blayds  and  Christopher 
Becket,  of  Leeds,  esquires. 

The  endowment  of  the  hospital  has  been  augmented  by  the  sums  of  money 
next  mentioned,  derived  under  the  following  respective  benefactions: — 

1. — ^.800,  being  the  amount  of  the  residuary  personal  estate  of  Joseph 
Midgley,  bequeathed  by  him,  by  will,  dated  23d  December  1751,  to  the  mayor 
and  vicar  of  Leeds,  and  minister  of  Saint  John’s,  upon  trust,  to  be  laid  out  in 
securities,  and  the  interest  thereof  applied,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  (which 
happened  in  1794),  among  the  poor  persons  of  the  hospital,  quarterly,  in  equal 
shares. 

*2. — ^.372,  received  in  respect  of  a legacy  of  4007  given  by  Catherine 
Pai'keVy  by  will,  dated  3d  September  1751,  upon  trust,  to  be  placed  out  at 
interest,  and  the  interest  paid  to  the  poor  persons  of  the  hospital.  The  sum 
payable  under  this  bequest  was  reduced  to  372/.  by  the  costs  of  some  proceed- 
ings in  the  court  of  Chancery,  which  were  necessarily  taken  for  recovering 
payment  of  the  legacy. 

3. — .^.2,600,  paid  in  September  1792;  1,000/.,  three  per  cent  consols,  trans- 
ferred in  July  1793  ; and  100/.,  three  per  cent  consols,  transferred  in  1797- 
These  funds  were  the  clear  produce  of  the  residuary  personal  and  leasehold 
estate  of  Arthur  Ikhiy  late  of  Leeds,  merchant,  who  by  will,  dated  7th  March 
1791,  directed  his  executors,  William  Hey,  esq.  and  the  Rev.  Miles  Atkinson, 
to  pay  the  monies  to  arise  from  his  personal  and  leasehold  estates,  after  pay- 
ment of  certain  legacies  and  sums  of  money  to  the  trustees  of  Flarrison’s  hospital, 
to  the  intent,  to  apply  so  much  thereof  as  they  should  think  proper,  in  erecting 
more  houses  upon  the  ground  belonging  to  the  hospital,  for  the  residence  of 
additional  poor  persons,  to  be  chosen  as  the  poor  persons  residing  in  the  hospital 
were  elected,  and  to  place  out  the  residue  upon  securities,  and  pay  the  interest 
among  such  additional  poor  persons,  or  otherwise,  if  they  should  think  proper, 
among  all  the  poor  persons  who  should  be  resident  in  the  hospital. 

The  hospital  contains  two  sets  of  almshouses,  each  containing  20  separate 
apartments,  and  an  additional  building,  lately  erected  in  the  court  of  the  hos- 
pital, pursuant  to  Mr.  Ikin’s  will,  containing  12  separate  apartments. 

The  property  and  income  of  the  charity  consists  of  the  following  parti- 
culars : — 

1.  — A large  school-house,  erected  by  the  trustees  or  governors  of  the  charity 
school  in  Leeds,  on  the  site  of  the  two  buildings’ on  the  south  side  of  the  hospital 
yard,  mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  the  26th  April  1653,  and  held  at  a ground 
rent  of  4/.  IO5.  per  annum. 

2.  — The  undivided  moiety  of  the  New  or  Flay  Crow  mills  on  the  river  Aire, 
and  two  pieces  of  ground  adjoining,  called  the  Near  and  Far  Paddocks,  com- 
prising altogether  1a.  3r.  30p.,  or  thereabouts,  let  to  Edward  Headon,  the 
owner  of  the  other  moiety,  on  lease  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1815,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  121/. 

The  lessee  has  lately  constructed  a large  wharf  on  part  of  the  land,  by  which 
the  value  of  the  property  is  considerably  increased. 

3.  — Two  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Nether  Tenters,  situate  on  the  rivei 
Aire,  and  used  as  a wharf,  let  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Aire  and  Calder  Navi- 
gation, on  lease  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1824,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  250/. 
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Leeds.  4. — Messuagcs  and  ground  in  New-street,  Leeds,  occupied  by  tenants  from 

. TTi  . year  to  year,  as  follows  : — 

Hainson  s Hospital,  ^ •' 

continued. 


PREMISES. 

1 

TENANTS. 

RENTS. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Two  houses,  iS“*  1 t'ir  2 

- 

John  Hustler  Leach 

- 

- 

- 

50 

- 

- 

A house,  N®  3 - 

- 

James  Shaw 

- 

- 

- 

S 

8 

- 

D“  - N®  4 - 

- 

Elizabeth  Wrigglesworlh 

- 

- 

- 

1.0 

10 

- 

D®  with  appurtenances,  N®  5 - 

John  Lonsdale 

- 

- 

12 

12 

- 

D*  N*  6',  with  stable  near  the  same 

John  Crossland 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

D*  N“7 

- 

James  Walker  - 

- 

- 

13 

13 

- 

D®  N®  8 - 

- 

William  Moorhouse 

- 

- 

15 

15 

- 

D®  N®  9,  with  stable  and  garden 

- 

William  Taylor 

- 

- 

24 

- 

- 

A house,  N"  13,  wiUi  stable  near  the! 

same  -----  -j 

Joseph  Reader 

- 

- 

18 

18 

- 

A house,  N"  14 

- 

Ellen  Smith 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

D"  N“ 15  - 

- 

Harriett  Lee 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

D®  N°  l6  - 

- 

Mary  Sedgwick 

- 

- 

6 

6 

- 

D®  N®  17,  with  stable  - 

- 

Griffith  Wright 

- 

- 

54 

12 

- 

A lime-house,  near  New-street,  and 
stable  ----- 

-} 

Rev.  Thomas  Cookson 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Use  of  a road  over  New-street 

- 



- 

- 

- 

o 

6 

5.  — The  yearly  sum  of  51.  5s.,  paid  as  a rent  or  acknowledgment  for  a public 
reservoir,  constructed  in  the  court-yard  of  the  hospital,  by  a company  established 
for  supplying  the  town  of  Leeds  with  water. 

6.  — Securities  and  stock,  viz. : — 

Mortgage  for  500/.,  of  an  estate  at  Hunslet,  in  the  parish  of  Leeds,  at 
interest  of  25/.  per  annum. 

^’.300,  due  from  the  Water  Company  in  Leeds,  being  the  consideration 
agreed  on  for  permission  to  construct  a reservoir  in  the  hospital  yard, 
at  interest,  of  15/.  per  annum. 

£.50,2.  6 5.  9d.,  three  per  cent  consols,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
Accountant  General  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  arising  from  the  invest- 
ment of  372/.  accpiired  under  Parker’s  bequest.  Annual  dividend, 
15/.  Us.  4‘d. 

£.5,600,  three  per  cent  consols,  standing  in  the  names  of  the  trustees, 
arising  partly  from  so  much  of  Mr.  Ikin’s  bequest  as  was  not  expended 
in  building  the  additional  almshouses,  and  partly  from  the  investment 
of  savings  of  income.  Annual  dividend,  1G8/. 

The  total  income  of  the  charity,  therefore,  is  85{)/.  18 5.  10c/.  per  annum. 

Sixty-four  poor  women  are  lodged  in  the  hospital,  and  are  allowed  each  of 
them  a yearly  stipend  of  10/.  They  are  chosen  by  the  trustees,  and  the  mayor 
and  vicar  of  Leeds,  and  minister  of  St.  John’s,  each  of  whom  has  a nomination 
in  turn.  A salary  of  10/.  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  trustees,  and 
the  residue  of  the  income,  after  payment  of  the  salaries  and  the  expense  of 
repairs,  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  from  time  to  time. 

The  property  and  concerns  of  this  charity  are  well  managed  and  attended  to  ; 
and  considering  the  present  amount  of  the  funds  and  income,  it  seems  to  us 
that  some  addition  may  be  made  to  the  stipends  of  the  ahnspeople. 

Leighton’s  Charity. 

Leighton’s  Charity.  Isabel  Leighton,  by  her  will,  dated  1st  November  l653,  reciting,  that  she 
had  surrendered  to  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Leeds,  three  closes  in  Great 
Woodhouse,  called  the  Garth,  the  IMiddle  Close,  and  the  Pease  or  Qnarrell 
Close,  to  the  use  of  her  will,  devised  the  said  closes  to  George  Mitchell,  Wil- 
liam Whiteley  and  William  Windress,  to  dispose  of  the  yearly  rents  thereof  as 
should  seem  good  and  necessary  for  the  use  specified  in  a letter  of  attorney  to 

the 
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the  aforesaid  persons  ; and  she  declared  her  will  to  be,  that  in  case  any  one  or  Leeds, 
two  of  the  three  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  or  survivor  should  choose  one  . — 

or  tw'o  honest  godly  men  for  the  disposal  of  the  rents.  Leighton  s Charity, 

By  a letter  of  attorney,  dated  the  24th  September  1653,  executed  by  the  said  v ^ 

Isabel  Leighton,  it  is  declared,  that  out  of  zeal  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  for 
the  good  of  the  poor,  she  thereby  appointed  the  said  Mitchell  Whiteley  and 
Windress  to  be  her  attornies  and  trustees,  in  her  name,  and  to  the  uses  by  her 
appointed,  to  receive  of  Joshua  Jefferson,  therein  mentioned  to  be  her  tenant, 
of  a parcel  of  ground,  the  sum  of  6/.  IO5.,  when  the  same  should  grow  due  and 
payable  ; but  no  more  explicit  declaration  of  the  purposes  of  the  testatrix 
appears  from  the  letter  of  attorney.  The  trustees,  however,  named  in  the  will, 
were  admitted,  after  the  testatrix’s  death,  to  the  copyhold  premises,  upon  trust, 
to  dispose,  yearly,  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  the  good  and  to  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Leeds,  for  ever  ; and  in  the  subsequent  conveyances 
of  the  closes  to  fresh  trustees,  the  trusts  are  declared  in  similar  terms. 

The  closes  were  enfranchised  by  deed,  dated  4th  October  1659,  and  they  have 
since  been  conveyed,  from  time  to  time,  to  new  trustees,  the  last  conveyance 
being  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  the  19th  and  20th  January  1810, 
by  which  the  legal  estate  became  vested  in  Joseph  Oates,  esquire,  since 
deceased,  Richard  Lee,  esquire,  and  Mr.  Maiiric  Logan,  of  Leeds,  surgeon  ; 
and  a conveyance  is  about  to  be  executed  to  the  use  of  the  said  Richard  Lee  and 
of  George  Oates  and  Thomas  Woolrich  Stansfield,  esquires,  who  have  been 
chosen  trustees,  Mr.  Logan  having  relinquished  the  trust. 

The  land  contains  nearly  four  acres,  and  is  let  to  Messrs.  Walsh  and  Dunbar, 
of  Leeds,  jointly,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  the  rent  of  24/.,  which  is  the  full  annual 
value. 

There  is  a stone  quarry  on  the  estate,  which  is  about  to  be  worked  by  the 
tenants,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  on  condition  of  paying  an  advanced 
rent. 

The  rent  of  the  land  is  distributed  by  the  trustees  among  poor  persons  of  the 
parish  of  Leeds,  at  their  discretion,  each  trustee  having  the  disposal  of  an 
aliquot  part,  and  money  has  been  given  occasionally  out  of  the  rents,  towards 
the  education  of  the  children  of  poor  persons,  and  for  the  support  of  a Sunday 
school. 

The  Charity  School. 

This  school  was  originally  established  in  or  about  the  year  1705,  by  means  The  Charity  School, 
of  subscriptions  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  forty  poor  children  in 
the  principles  of  the  established  church,  and  instructing  them  in  reading,  writ- 
ing and  arithmetic,  to  qualify  them  for  trade.  The  school  was  kept  in  a building 
which  had  been  formerly  used  as  a workhouse,  until  the  year  I726,  when  a 
chapel  belonging  to  Harrison’s  hospital,  and  adjoining  St.John’s  church-yard, 
was  converted  into  a school  for  the  purposes  of  this  charity,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  number  of  the  scholars  was  increased,  and  the  practice  of  maintaining 
them  was  discontinued,  and  the  charity  limited  to  the  purposes  of  clothing  and 
education. 

The  management  of  this  institution  has  long  been  confined  to  such  persons 
as  subscribe  one  guinea  a year  to  its  support.  The  present  governors  or  trustees, 
as  being  subscribers  to  that  amount,  are  John  Blayds,  esquire,  Christopher 
Beckett,  esquire,  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Cookson,  the  Rev.  Richard  Fawcett,  anil  the 
Rev.  John  Sheepshanks. 

In  the  year  1815,  the  trustees,  in  consequence  of  finding  that  ample  means 
were  provided  for  the  instruction  of  the  younger  children  of  the  poor,  by  the 
Sunday  schools  and  national  schools  which  had  then  been  established  in  Leeds, 
considered  it  expedient  to  make  a further  alteration  in  the  nature  and  objects 
of  the  charity  school,  by  converting  it  into  an  institution  for  clothing  and 
bringing  up  girls,  not  less  than  twelve  years  of  age,  as  household  servants,  and 
in  conformity  with  that  resolution,  the  charity  funds  have  ever  since  been  and  are 
now  destined  and  applied  to  the  purpose  of  supplying  eighty  girls  of  the  age  of 
twelve  years  or  upwards,  with  clothes,  and  training  and  instructing  them  in  all 
things  necessary  to  fit  them  for  domestic  service.  On  the  occasion  of  tlie  nature 
of  the  charity  being  altered,  a new  school  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  former, 
within  the  jirecincts  of  Harrison’s  hospital,  at  the  expense  of  1,000/.  and  up- 
wards, which  was  raised  by  the  sale  of  stock,  and  the  application  of  funds  in 
hand  belonging  to  the  charity. 
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This  school  contains  a large  school-room,  and  apartments  for  the  mistress, 
and  it  is  held  under  a ground-rent  or  acknowledgment  of  4/.  10^.  a vear,  to 
Harrison’s  hospital. 

The  property  appropriated  or  held  in  trust  for  the  charity  school,  consists  of 
the  following  particulars  : — 

1.  — £.5,900,  3 per  cent  consols,  standing  in  the  names  of  trustees,  and  which  has  arisen 

from  the  investment  of  sundry  original  and  subsequent  subscriptions,  and  from 
savings  of  income,  laid  out  from  time  to  time  in  the  purchase  of  stock. 

2.  — £.550,  secured  on  a mortgage  of  the  tolls  of  the  Leeds  and  Selby  road,  at  interest  of 

4/.  lOi.  per  cent.  This  fund  w’as  also  part  of  the  monies  subscribed,  given  or 
bequeathed  for  the  charity. 

3.  — The  yearly  sum  of  5 /.  received  from  Mr.  Birks,  of  llemingfield,  near  Barnsley,  as  agent,  in 

respect  of  an  estate  purchased  with  money  formerly  bequeathed  for  charitable  pur- 
poses by  George  Ellis,  and  of  which  charity  estate  a more  particular  account  must  be 
given  in  the  Report  of  Charities  in  the  parish  or  neighbourhood  of  Rotheram.* 

4.  — A public  house,  called  the  Lion  and  Lamb,  in  Kirkgate,  Leeds,  and  three  cottages  near 

the  same,  let  to  Jos.  Littlevvood,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  50  /.  per  annum.  This 
property  was  acquired  by  devise,  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity,  partly  under  the 
will  of  Timothy  Fearnsides,  dated  6th  May  1727,  and  partly  under  that  of  Thomas 
Kitching,  dated  23d  April  1728. 

5.  — One  moiety  of  a close  at  Farbank,  near  Pontefract  Lane,  near  Leeds,  which  contains 

2 A.  1 K.  131*.,  and  is  let  to  Ann  Clark,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  10  /.  per  annum,  the  full 
annual  value. 

This  close  was  devised  in  1717,  by  Thomas  Paring,  one  moiety  of  the  rent  to 
be  paid  for  the  charity  school,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  lecturer  of  the  parish 
church  in  Leeds. 

6.  — A messuage,  with  outbuildings,  and  ten  and  a half  acres,  or  thereabouts,  of  land,  called 

Priestclitf  Farm,  at  Hillhouse,  near  Leeds,  let  to  Isaac  Field,  by  lease,  for  ten  years 
from  Lady-day  1823,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  73/.  10s.,  the  tenant  undertaking  to 
repair  the  buildings,  which  had  fallen  into  bad  condition. 

This  estate  is  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  1 /.  to  the  lecturer  of  the  parish 
church,  but  it  is  unknown  by  what  means  it  was  originally  acquired. 

7.  — An  estate  at  Carlton  in  the  parish  of  Rothwell,  consisting  of  13  a.  1 ir.  32  p.  of  open 

field  land,  lying  dispersed,  let  to  Joseph  Bland,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  44/.  per  annum. 
The  land  was  let  by  auction,  and  the  rent  greatly  exceeds  the  yearly  value. 

This  property  was  devised  to  the  charity  school  by  the  will  of  John  Grave,  dated 
24th  January  1716. 

8.  — An  annual  rent-charge  of  10/.  out  of  a mill  and  lands  at  Beeston,  near  Leeds,  belonging 

to  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Beeston. 

This  rent-charge  is  understood  to  have  been  devised  by  Alderman  Thomas 
Kitchingman,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Beeston,  in  1717.  The  sum  of  10s.  a year 
is  deducted  for  land-tax  out  of  the  payment. 

9.  — Three  closes  at  East  Keswick, in  the  parish  of  Harewood,  containing  together  5 a.  & 1 1 p., 

with  a small  house  lately  built  on  part  of  the  land,  let  to  Robert  Winterburn,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  14  /.  per  annum,  the  full  annual  value. 

This  property  was  devised  by  Sarah  Hall,  by  will,  dated  1 7th  October  1 709, 
to  trustees,  upon  trust,  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  charity  school  5 /.  a year,  and 
to  dispose  of  the  residue  of  the  rents  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  poor 
children,  under  the  age  of  eight  years,  born  or  settled  within  the  township  of 
Leeds  ; but  the  whole  of  the  rent  appears  to  have  been  uniformly  applied  to  the 
general  purposes  of  the  charity  school. 

The  total  income  of  the  charity  amounts  at  present  to  397 a year. 

The  girls  are  under  the  care  of  a mistress  and  an  assistant,  tvlio  are  allowed 
stipends  of  (iO/.  and  27/.  a year  respectively.  Tiie  clothing,  and  all  necessaries 
for  the  girls  and  for  the  school,  are  provided  by  the  mistress,  and  her  disburse- 
ments are  repaid  by  the  trustees.  A salary  of  10/.  a year  is  paid  to  tlie  clerk 
and  receiver  of  the  rents,  and  there  is  an  occasional  expenditure  in  repairs  of  the 
school. 

Tlie  accounts  of  the  charity  are  annually  settled. 


The  sum  of  51.  a year  was  becpieathed  by  John  Barloxc,  by  will,  dated 
1st  March  1710>  to  be  paid  by  his  executors,  for  the  use  of  the  charity  school. 
Tlie  annuity  was  paid  for  some  years ; and  on  being  afterwards  withheld, 
endeavours  were  made  to  recover  it ; but  the  attempt  was  unsuccessful,  as  no 
specific  fund  had  been  appropriated  to  answer  the  annuity,  and  it  could  not  be 
discovered  wdiat  persons  were  then  liable  to  pay  it. 

Dixon’s 


* Note. — We  have  since  inquired  into  Ellis’s  charity,  and  have  recommended  an  increase  of  the 
yearly  sum  allowed  to  the  Leeds  Charity  School. — 4 Dec.  1826. 
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Uixon’s  Charity  for  Clergymen’s  Widows. 

Rachael  Divon,  by  will,  bearing  date  8th  October  I719,  devised  a messuage  in 
Briggate,  in  Leeds,  and  two  dwelling-houses  in  the  Lowerhead-row,  in  Leeds, 
unto  the  Rev.  John  Paley  and  Timothy  Smith,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  to  sell 
such  part  of  the  premises  as  they  should  think  fit,  for  payment  of  the  testatrix’s 
funeral  expenses,  debts  and  legacies ; and  she  devised  the  remainder  of  the 
premises,  after  such  sale,  to  the  use  of  Martha  Whitaker,  for  life,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body,  and  for  want  of  such  issue,  then  upon  trust,  that  the  yearly 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  should  be  yearly  divided  among  three 
necessitated  clergymen’s  widows,  whose  husbands  should  have  died  bene- 
ficed  in  some  of  the  adjacent  parishes  to  that  of  Leeds;  and  the  testatrix  bv 
her  will  left  the  power  of  judging  of  the  necessities  of  such  widows  and  the 
election  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  and  the  care  of  distributing  equally  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises  to  the  vicar  of  St.  Peter’s,  and  the  minister 
of  St.  John’s  church,  in  Leeds,  for  the  time  being,  who  she  willed  should  yearly 
receive  the  rents,  and  apply  them  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

The  devise  to  charitable  uses  took  effect  in  possession,  in  or  about  the  year 
I7J2,  and  the  charity  estate  has  since  been  conveyed  from  time  to  time  to  trus- 
tees, nominated  by  the  vicar  of  Leeds  and  the  minister  of  St.  John’s,  and  is 
now  vested  in  four  trustees  by  a conveyance  in  1805. 

The  property,  which  became  ajiplicable  to  the  trusts  of  the  charity  in  1742, 
consists,  in  its  present  state,  of  the  following  particulars  ; — 


A house  and  shop  in  Lowerhead-row,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Birch, 
grocer,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - --  --  --  - 

A house  adjoining  the  former,  let  to  William  Whalley,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  ------------ 

A warehouse  and  two  small  tenements  in  a yard  behind  the  former 
houses,  let  to  Richard  Hargreave,  James  Shaw  and  William  Marsden, 
respectively,  at  rents  amounting  yearly  to  - 


£.  s.  cl. 

77  14  - 
68  - - 


60  - - 


Leeds. 


Dixon's  Charity  for 
Clergymen's 
Widows. 

'« — — ^ 


The  premises  are  all  let  to  yearly  tenants,  upon  a valuation  made  by  a surveyor 
in  1813,  on  the  expiration  of  a repairing  lease  of  the  whole,  granted  for  twenty'- 
one  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  42/.  55.  Considerable  sums  were  expended 
both  by  the  lessee  and  the  trustees  during  the  continuance  of  the  lease,  and 
afterwards  by  the  trustees,  in  repairing  and  improving  the  premises. 

The  trustees  are  also  possesssd  of  1,300/.  3 per  cent  reduced  annuities,  raised 
by  purchases  of  stock,  made  with  surplus  income  since  1818,  when  a balance  in 
favour  of  the  charity  first  arose. 

There  have  been  vacancies  occasionally  for  a considerable  time  in  the  number 
of  widows,  from  the  want  of  properly  qualified  persons.  At  present  there  are 
three  widows  of  clergymen,  of  the  description  mentioned  in  the  will,  receiving 
the  benefit  of  the  charity,  and  having  stipends  each  of  them  of  50/.  a year.  The 
stipends  were  raised  from  twelve  guineas  to  50/.  a year  in  1813,  when  the  rents 
were  advanced;  and  it  is  intended  to  increase  them  by  an  addition  of  10/.  to 
each  from  Christmas  1825.  There  is  a small  annual  expenditure  in  insurance 
of  the  buildings,  and  payment  of  a salary  to  the  receiver  of  the  rents  ; the 
residue  of  the  income,  after  defraying  the  expense  of  occasional  repairs,  is 
usually  invested,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  purchase  of  stock.  The  sum  of 
200/.  was  laid  out  in  stock  in  1825. 

The  accounts  are  kept  by  Mr.  Bolland,  the  receiver,  and  are  regularly  audited 
by  the  vicar  of  Leeds  and  the  minister  of  St.  John’s. 

Estate  for  repairing  Trinity  Chapel,  in  Leeds. 

This  estate  was  conveyed  under  the  description  of  the  two  Moorside  Closes,  Estate  for  repairing 
and  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Close,  in  Hnnslet,  containing  respectively  Chapel 

2 a.  1r.  25 p.,  2 a.  & 29  P.,  and  1a.  1 r.  12 p.,  by  IVilliam  Milner,  esquire,  by 
deeds,  dated  4th  and  5th  September  1727»  to  two  trustees,  upon  trust,  to  apply 
the  rents  and  profits  for  the  repairs  of  Trinity  Chapel,  and  of  the  chapel  yard, 
and  to  lay  out  the  unapplied  surplus  rents,  if  any  there  should  be,  from  time  to 
time,  on  securities,  the  interest  whereof  was  thereby  directed  to  be  applied, 
with  the  rents  of  the  land,  for  the  same  purpose  ; and  upon  further  trust,  to 
convey  the  estate,  from  time  to  time  to  new  trustees,  the  number  of  trustees  to 
be  made  up  five  on  each  election. 

New  trustees  have  been  elected  from  time  to  time,  and  there  are  three  trus- 
tees at  present,  but  the  estate  has  not  been  regularly  conveyed  to  the  successive 
trustees,  as  directed  by  the  original  deed. 

Rep.  15.  4 Q 3 
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Leeds.  The  land  is  let  to  Joshua  Bower,  on  lease  for  twenty-one  years  from  1813,  at 

■ . . the  annual  rent  of  30/.  15.y.,  which  is  the  full  annual  value. 

*^Trinit7chapd^^  applied  for  repairs,  as  occasion  requires,  and  what  remains 

in  Leeds,  ’ unapplied  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  Stock.  The  stock  which  has  been  accu- 
continued.  mulated,  amouuts  at  present  to  1,600/.  3 per  cent  consols,  which  is  standing  in 

' the  names  of  trustees.  The  following  was  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the 

trustees  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry  : — 


1825: 

February  9,  Balance  in 
hand  _ _ _ 

July.  Dividend  on  i,6oo/. 
3 per  cent  consols 


£.  s.  d. 

1825: 

£.  5.  d. 

152  15  8 

February  17.  Laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  150/. 
consols  - 

141  - - 

24  - - 

Balance  - 

35  15  8 

176  15  8 

176  15  8 

A half  year’s  rent  of  land 
due  in  July  1825,  un- 
paid - - - 

CO 

oc 

Potter’s  Hospital. 

Potter’s  Hospital.  Mary  Fotter^  by  will,  dated  23d  April  1728,  bequeathed  to  Richard  Wilson, 
esq.,  William  Milner,  esq.,  John  Blayds,  merchant,  the  vicar  of  Leeds,  the 
minister  of  St.  John’s,  in  Leeds,  and  the  Rev.  Marmaduke  Buck,  2,000/.  on 
trust,  to  place  out  the  same  on  security,  at  interest,  or  in  the  purchase  of  lands 
of  inheritance,  and  out  of  the  produce  thereof  pay  50/.  a year,  to  her  execu- 
trix, for  her  life,  and  dispose  of  the  residue  of  the  interest  or  rents,  in  pur- 
chasing apiece  of  ground  near  St.  John’s  church,  in  Leeds,  and  building  thereon 
an  almshouse  for  10  ancient  poor  widow.s,  and  after  the  completion  thereof,  to 
elect  10  such  widows,  living  in  Leeds,  or  Wakefield  or  York,  or  within  20  miles 
of  some  one  of  those  places,  being  persons  of  good  life  and  conversation,  and 
place  such  widows  in  the  almshouse,  to  continue  for  life,  if  they  should  well 
behave  themselves,  according  to  such  orders  as  she  in  her  life-time  might,  or  in 
default  thereof,  her  trustees  should  by  writing,  under  hand  and  seal,  make  or 
direct ; and  she  further  directed,  that  after  the  finishing  the  almshouse,  the  trus- 
tees should  apply  the  surplus  of  the  said  yearly  interest  or  rents,  after  payment  of 
the  said  annuity,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  widows,  and  pay  the  same 
equally  amongst  them  ; the  widows  to  be  chosen  by  the  trustees,  from  time 
to  time ; and  on  the  death  of  any  of  the  trustees,  a fit  person,  inhabiting  in  or 
near  the  town  of  Leeds,  to  be  elected  by  the  survivors,  to  be  a co-trustee  with 
them  ; and  in  default  of  such  election  for  three  months,  the  vicar  of  the  parish 
church  of  Leeds,  to  have  the  nomination  of  a fit  person,  inhabiting  in  or  near 
Leeds,  to  be  a co-trustee  : and  she  gave  the  further  sum  of  60  /.,  to  be  applied 
in  purchasing  ground  for  and  erecting  the  said  almshouse  ; and  she  empowered 
the  trustees  to  employ  a person  to  transact  business,  relating  to  the  trust,  and  to 
pay  him  for  his  trouble,  in  such  manner  as  they  should  think  fit. 

The  testatrix  died  in  1729,  and  in  1736,  the  trustees  purchased  a field,  near 
St.  John’s  church,  for  250/.,  and  erected  thereon  an  hospital,  at  the  expens  of 
482/.  125. 

The  hospital  consists  of  iO  tenements,  each  containing  two  apartments.  The 
number  of  trustees  is  kept  up  by  new  elections  from  time  to  time,  the  vicar  of 
Leeds  being  always  chosen  one  of  them. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  charity  consists  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars : — 

1st. — Land  let  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rents  under  mentioned  : — 

rents. 

A close  adjoining  Woodhouse-lane,  let  to  Christopher  and  William  j £.  s.  d. 

Beckett  - - - - - - - - - - - -10-- 

A garden  and  nursery  adjoining  the  close,  let  to  Francis  Pontey  - - 10  - - 

These  two  parcels  were  part  of  the  land  purchased  for  the  : 
erection  of  the  hospital. 

A close  in  Pontefract-lane,  Leeds,  let  to  Isaac  Field  - - - - ! 14  - — 

This  close  was  purchased  by  the  trustees,  in  1742,  for  ; 

130/.  ■ 1 


2d. — Stock. 
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2d. — Stock. 

£.2,100,  3 per  cent  consols 
D"  reduced  d°  - - 

The  stock  has  been  raised  by  the  investment  of  the  capital  monies  belonging 
to  the  charity,  some  occasional  savings  of  income,  and  the  following  sums  of 
money,  left  or  given  as  benefactions  to  the  hospital  at  different  times,  since  the 
year  I78O,  viz. ; 300/.  left  by  Mrs.  Chantrell,  20/.  left  by  Captain  John  Meslhi', 
and  1 00  /.  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  Blayds. 

The  number  of  10  widows,  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Leeds,  is  regularly 
kept  up,  and  they  receive  yearly  stipends  of  12/.  12^.  each,  paid  quarterly.  The 
stipends  of  the  widows,  which  were  formerly  8/.,  and  subsequently  10/.  a year, 
■were  raised  to  their  present  amount,  in  1805. 

The  sum  of  31.  per  annum  is  allowed  as  a salary  to  the  receiver  and  agent  of 
the  trustees.  The  expenditure  in  repairs,  &c.  is  of  uncertain  amount;  but 
about  three  years  ago,  it  was  considerable,  in  consequence  of  a well  being  sunk 
and  a pump  put  up  for  the  use  of  the  almspeople  ; and  some  further  expenditure 
will  be  required  for  making  a reservoir,  which  is  wanted  to  supply  the  hospital 
with  water. 

The  accounts  of  the  charity  are  settled  once  a year,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1824,  there  was  a balance  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  in  favour  of  the 
charity,  of  20/.  19  5.  9d. 

Milner’s  Charity. 

This  charity  originated  under  the  will  of  William  Milner^  dated  in  or  about 
the  year  1739.  Searches  have  been  made  for  the  will,  but  without  success. 

The  property  devised  by  the  will,  consists  of  a rent-charge  of  40  /.  a year, 
issuing  out  of  an  estate  at  Knowstrop,  in  the  township  of  Leeds,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Edward  Maude. 

The  yearly  sum  of  20  /.,  part  of  the  rent-charge,  is  appropriated  and  paid  to 
the  vicar  of  Leeds,  for  reading  prayers  at  seven  o’clock  every  evening,  and  the 
remaining  sum  of  20/.  a year,  is  destined  to  the  relief  of  poor  widows. 

The  trustees  of  the  charity  are  appointed  by  Sir  William  Milner,  bart.  the 
present  trustees  being  John  Wilson  and  William  Birkett,  esqrs. 

This  rent-charge  is  regularly  paid,  and  the  sum  of  20/.  a year  is  given  in 
sums  of  2 /.  each,  to  10  poor  widows,  chosen  by  the  trustees. 

Baynes’s  Charity. 

Anne  Baynes,  by  will,  dated  21st  September,  I8O7,  bequeathed  to  the  Rev. 
Miles  Atkinson  and  his  successors,  ministers  for  the  time  being  of  St.  Paul’s 
church,  in  Leeds,  1,000/.  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  at  interest  in  the  public 
stocks  or  funds,  or  upon  parliamentary  or  real  security,  and  to  receive  the  inte- 
rest, dividends  and  profits  of  the  said  1,000/.,  and  pay  and  divide  the  same  as 
the  same  should  be  received,  equally,  amongst  such  10  poor  widows  residing  in 
Leeds,  of  good  and  respectable  characters,  as  the  said  Miles  Atkinson  and  his 
successors,  ministers  as  aforesaid,  should  in  his  and  their  discretion  judge  most 
proper;  and  she  appointed  Richard  Walker,  Samuel  Brandram  and  Miles 
Atkinson  the  younger,  joint  trustees  and  executors  of  her  will. 

The  sum  of  900/.,  the  amount  of  the  legacy,  after  deducting  the  legacy  duty, 
was  laid  out  in  stock,  now  consisting  of  950/.  18  s.  9d.  new  4 per  cent  annuities, 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Miles  Atkinson.  The  dividends,  which  are 
received  through  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Field,  Greenwood  and  Co.  of  Leeds,  are 
divided  half  yearly,  at  St.  Paul’s  church,  in  equal  parts,  among  10  poor  widows, 
chosen  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Christopher  Atkinson,  the  present 
minister. 

As  the  Rev.  Miles  Atkinson,  in  whose  name  the  stock  stands,  is  dead,  a 
transfer  is  expedient,  and  it  seems  to  us,  that  for  the  better  preventing  of  difficulty 
or  mistake,  it  is  right  that  the  stock  should  be  transferred  into  the  names  of 
more  than  one  individual,  as  trustees. 


icarl^  Dividends. 
£.  s.  d. 

63  - - 
63  - - 
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CHAPELRY  OF  CHAPEL  ALLERTON. 

Hanson’s  and  Gledill’s  Gifts. 

Henrij  Hanson,  esq.  who  died  January  2d,  1775,  left  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  Moor  Town  and  Chapel  Town,  100/.  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distri- 
buted in  bread,  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month,  in  the  chapel,  by  the  minister 
and  chapelwarden. 

John  GlecUll,  esq.  who  died  October  31st,  I80C,  left  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  of  Chapel  Allerton,  100/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  in  bread 
on  Sundays,  monthly,  or  otherwise,  by  the  minister  and  chapelwarden. 

These  benefactions  are  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  consisting  of  300 1. 
3 per  cents,  standing  in  the  names  of  John  Uixon  and  John  Blayds,  esquires, 
and  the  Rev.  Edward  Wilson.  The  dividends  are  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
bread,  of  which  15  s.  worth  is  distributed,  monthly,  in  the  vestry,  among  30  poor 
people,  chosen  by  the  minister  and  chapelwarden. 

Brown’s  Gift. 

Wade  BroU'n,  esq.  of  Ludlow,  in  Shropshire,  left  by  will,  dated  13th  October, 
1821,  to  the  minister  and  chapelwarden,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  of  Chapel  Allerton,  100/.,  being  a share  in  the  Leeds  water-works, 
the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  in  coals,  yearly,  at  Christmas,  by  the 
minister  and  chapelwarden. 

The  sum  of  61.  a year,  which  is  received  in  respect  of  the  share  of  the  water 
Avorks,  is  laid  out  in  coals,  yearly,  at  Christmas,  among  poor  persons  selected  by 
the  minister  and  chapelwarden. 


Bequests  for  the  Sunday  School. 


names  of  BliNEFACTORS, 
AND  AVHEN  THEY  DIED. 

FUND  GIVEN. 

IN  WHOSE  HANDS. 

Miss  Alice  Bywater,  April  I2tb, 

1792. 

£.  s.  d. 
100  - - 

Wade  Brown,  esq. 

Luke  IViestley,  esq.  October  13th, 
1 806'. 

10  - - 

Mrs.  Priestley,  the  testator’s 
widow. 

John  Gledill,  esq.  October  31st,  1806 

50  - - 

Legacy  duty 
deducted  451. 

Mr.  James  Brown,  of  Leeds, 
merchant. 

Interest  is  paid  upon  each  of  the  above  donations,  at  the  rate  of  5 /.  per 
cent  per  annum  ; and  the  amount  is  applied  towards  the  support  of  a Sunday 
school  at  Chapel  Allerton. 


CHAPELRY  OF  ARMLEY. 


Doles. 

BY  WHOM  AND  WHEN  LEFF. 

ANNUAL 

AMOUNT. 

OWNER  OF  property  CHARGED. 

£.  s.  d. 

John  Robinson,  1696  - . - 

1 - - 

Joseph  Wilson. 

Joseph  Smeaton,  1697 

1 - - 

Thomas  Rogerson. 

These  doles  are  distributed  yearly  on  the  1st  January,  in  the  vestry,  by  the 
chapelwarden,  among  poor  persons  of  Armley. 
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CHAPELRY  OF  BEESTON. 

Rent-Charges. 


DONORS, 


ANNUAL 

SUMS. 


Thomas  Kitcliingman,  by 
will,  proved  17th  March 

1714  - . - - 

Thomas  Kitchingman,  by 
will,  proved  7th  April 

1715  - - - - 


£.  rf.j 
2 - - 
2 - - 


CHARITABLE  PURPOSES. 


Toor  of  Beeston 


PROPERTY  CHARGED. 


Manor  of  Beeston,  the  pro- 
perty of  sundry  indivi- 
duals. 


Gervas  Neville,  date  of  gift 
unknown  - 


4 


^Minister,  for  a sermon  on 
7lh  May,  10  s. 

Bread  for  the  poor,  on  7th 
May,  2 s. 

Bread  for  the  poor,  one 
shilling’s  worth,  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  every 
month. 


Premises  called  the  King\ 
Mills,  in  Mull  Hill,  in 
Leeds,  the  property  ot 
Mr.  Edward  Hudson. 


Beeston. 


Rent-Charges. 


The  sum  of  31.  I65.,  being  the  amount  of  Kitchingman’s  doles,  after  deduct- 
ing land-tax,  is  distributed  by  the  minister  and  chapelwardens,  at  Christmas, 
among  poor  people  of  Beeston ; and  Neville’s  gift  is  divided  and  applied  in  the 
manner  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned  above. 


The  sum  of  10/.  appears  to  have  been  given  for  the  poor,  by  a Mrs.  Tatham, 
and  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  a person  named  Wilkes,  who  died  upwards  ol’ 
30  years  ago,  but  no  interest  has  been  paid  for  a long  period,  and  it  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  traced  from  whom  the  principal  money  is  due. 


CHAPELRY  OF  B R A M L E Y. 

Poor  or  School  Land. 

In  or  about  the  year  I709  a piece  of  land,  containing  5 acres,  was  taken  and 
inclosed  from  Bramley  common,  with  the  consent  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  and  the  freeholders,  and  was  conveyed  to  trustees  by  deed, 
dated  1st  August  1709,  upon  trust,  that  they  should  receive  the  rents,  and 
apply  the  same  towards  the  better  support  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  of 
Bramley ; and  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  they  should 
immediately  elect  four  other  persons,  out  of  the  best  and  most  substantial  free- 
holders of  the  manor  of  Bramley,  and  convey  the  land  to  the  use  of  the  remaining 
and  the  new  trustees,  upon  the  like  trusts. 

The  rents  of  the  land  appear  to  have  been  applied  for  a great  length  of  time 
to  the  support  of  a free  school  at  Bramley,  and  on  the  inclosure  of  the  commons 
and  open  fields  of  Bramley,  under  an  Act  passed  in  1789,  an  allotment  of 
2a.  & 20p.  was  awarded  in  respect  of  Bramley  school,  to  be  applied  to  such 
uses  and  purposes  as  the  ancient  school  land  was  intended  to  be. 

The  original  deed  of  1709  was  for  a considerable  time  lost  or  mislaid,  and 
new  trustees  were  not  regularly  appointed,  as  occasion  required  ; but  in  1820, 
the  management  of  the  trust  having  devolved  upon  persons,  with  whose  conduct 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  were  dissatisfied,  and  the  original  deed 
having  shortly  before  that  time  been  discovered,  a petition  was  presented  in 
the  court  of  Chancery  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  and  an  order  being 
made  to  that  effect,  the  estate  was  conveyed,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of 
the  court,  to  Sir  James  Graham,  bart.  (since  deceased),  Lepton  Dobson,  esq., 
the  Rev.  Robert  Humphreys,  John  Pollard,  esq.,  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Wade, 
Joseph  Musgrave  and  John  Wood,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  original  deed. 

The  lands  are  let  partly  to  James  Dickenson,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  24/.  10.S., 
subject  to  the  deduction  of  poor’s  rates  and  taxes,  the  average  rent  being  21  /. 
per  annum  ; and  partly  to  John  Vickers,  at  the  annual  rent  of  7/- 7'^*  The 
tenants  occupy  from  year  to  year,  and  the  land  is  let  at  its  full  annual  value. 

Previous  to  the  petition  being  presented,  there  used  to  be  l(i  children  educated 
by  the  master  of  the  town’s  school,  as  free  scholars  ; but  the  charity  is  at  present 
suspended,  the  rent  being  required  to  defray  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Chancery.  These  costs  and  charges  amounted  to  159/. ; and  at  the 
time  of  this  inquiry,  there  remained  due,  on  that  account,  the  sum  o’f  82/, 
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The  Poor’s  Allotment. 

On  the  inclosure  of  the  commons  and  open  fields  of  Bramley,  under  an  Act 
passed  in  1789,  four  allotments,  containing  together  9 a.  3r.  ^^8p.,  were  awarded 
to  the  curate,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Bramley,  “ upon 
trust,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  all  such  inhabitants 
or  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses  or  cottages  within  the  said  township  as  belong 
thereto,  but  do  not  receive  relief  from  the  assessments  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  therein,  and  do  not  occupy  any  land  or  tenements  of  more  than  the  yearly 
value  of  5/.,  and  who  have  no  allotment  by  virtue  of  the  Act,  in  such  man- 
ner, at  such  times,  in  such  proportions,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  said 
curate,  churchwardens  and  overseers,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint.” 

The  allotments  are  in  the  occupation  of  John  Vickers,  Samuel  Myers  and 
Robert  Hennings,  in  different  parcels,  at  rents  amounting  together  to  34/.  5s. 
per  annum,  which  is  the  fair  annual  value.  Hennings  has  a lease  for  14  years 
from  1823;  the  others  are  yearly  tenants. 

The  rent  is  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  cloth  for  shirting,  which  is  distributed 
among  poor  people  on  St.  Thomas’s  day.  The  minister  and  parish  officers 
adhere,  as  nearly  as  they  can,  in  the  selection  of  the  objects  of  the  charity,  to 
the  regulations  mentioned  in  the  award. 

Anonymous  Dole. 

The  yearly  sum  of  1/.  is  paid  by  Mr,  James  Dickenson,  for  the  use  of  the 
poor,  and  is  applied  with  the  rent  of  the  poor’s  allotment.  The  payment  is 
understood  to  be  charged  or  secured  on  land  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Dicken- 
son, but  we  have  not  found  means  of  tracing  its  origin  with  certainty. 

Allotment  for  teaching  Girls.  ' 

On  the  inclosure  of  Bramley  common,  &c.  an  allotment  of  six  perches  of  land, 
on  which  a dwelling-house  and  buildings  were  erected,  was  awarded  to  the 
curate,  churchwarden  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
to  be  by  them  applied  for  teaching  such  number  of  poor  girls  to  knit,  sew  and 
read,  as  they  should  direct. 

The  house  and  premises  are  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  61.,  being  the  fair  annual 
value  ; and  the  rent  is  paid  to  a schoolmistress  for  teaching  six  girls  to  read, 
knit  and  sew. 

In  consequence  of  there  being  no  schoolmistress  for  some  time,  the  rent  wa§ 
accumulated.  A small  part  of  the  accumulation  was  laid  out  in  repairs  of 
the  house,  and  the  remainder,  13/.  3s.,  was  placed  in  the  Leeds  savings  bank. 
It  is  intended  to  apply  this  balance  in  paying  3/.  a year  for  teaching  three 
additional  girls  in  the  school,  until  the  fund  shall  be  exhausted. 

Green’s  Gift. 

Benjamin  Green  left  10/.,  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  the  25th  March,  for 
a charity  sermon  to  be  preached  on  that  day. 

This  sum  of  10/.  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  perpetual  curate  of  Bramley, 
for  the  time  being. 

Clough’s  Charity  Land. 

William  Clough,  by  will,  dated  26th  April  1719,  devised  the  one-third  part  of 
seven  closes  in  Bramley,  called  the  West  Royds,  to  the  poor  of  Bramley,  to  be 
distributed  at  the  discretion  of  four  persons  therein  named,  and  appointed 
trustees  for  the  purpose ; and  he  directed,  that  on  the  death  of  any  of  the 
trustees,  the  survivor  or  survivors  should  elect  other  persons,  being  substantial 
inhabitants  of  Bramley,  to  be  new  trustees. 

The  charity  estate  has  been  conveyed,  at  different  times,  to  new  trustees.  In 
1744,  a partition  of  the  seven  closes  w'as  made  between  the  trustees  and  the 
other  persons  interested,  and  three  of  the  closes,  w^hich  are  called  the  Low'er 
West  Royds,  were  taken  as  the  share  of  the  trustees,  and  were  conveyed  to 
them,  to  hold  in  severalty,  upon  the  trusts  of  the  will. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  charity  are  Samuel  Barker,  John  Barker, 
Abraham  Musgrave,  and  John  Lister,  to  w’hom  the  estate  w'as  conveyed  by 
indentures  of  the  13th  and  14th  April  1819. 

The  three  closes  are  now  comprised  in  one,  conkiining  6 a.  2 r.,  which,  is  let 
to  William  Byrom,  on  lease,  for  11  years  from  2d  February  I8I7,  at  the  yearly 
■ * ® rent 
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rent  of  18/.,  the  assessments  being  paid  by  the  trustees.  The  rent  at  present 
rather  exceeds  the  annual  value. 

The  trustees  distribute  the  clear  annual  produce  of  the  estate  among  such 
poor  persons  belonging  to  the  township  of  Bramley,  as  they  consider  the  most 
proper  objects  of  charity  ; the  sums  given  being  generally  from  3^.  to  65.  ()</. 
and  a list  is  kept  of  the  names  of  the  persons,  and  the  sums  given. 

The  rents  of  the  land,  until  within  the  last  two  years,  used  to  be  paid  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  were  laid  out  by  them,  with  other  charity 
funds,  in  cloth  for  shirting  for  poor  persons.  It  was  in  consequence,  probably, 
of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  Ijeing  the  ostensible  managers  of  the  charity, 
that  an  allotment  of  1a.  1 r.  which  there  is  little  doubt  was  meant  to  be 
set  out  or  allotted  in  respect  of  the  charity  estate,  was  in  terms  awarded  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers.  This  allotment,  however,  is  lost  to  the  charity, 
for  in  1800,  it  was  sold,  by  the  then  churchwardens  and  overseers,  for  96/.  12^., 
and  it  is  understood,  that  the  purchase  money,  with  other  funds  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants,  was  laid  out  in  purchasing  ground  intended  for  a workhouse,  and  in 
other  expenditure  for  the  public  use  of  the  township. 

Lost  Benefactions. 

There  appear  to  have  been  some  benefactions  left  for  the  poor  of  this  chapelry, 
by  different  persons,  to  the  amount  of  551.  or  thereabouts  ; but  no  interest  has 
been  paid  in  respect  of  them  for  many  years,  and  it  cannot  be  discovered,  with 
sufficient  certainty,  from  what  persons  the  funds  are  due,  to  justify  any  endea- 
vours to  recover  the  payment. 


CHAPELRY  OF  HEADINGLEY. 

Charity  for  Education. 

In  1798,  a piece  of  ground  on  Headingley  Moor,  containing  one  acre,  or 
thereabouts,  was  taken  and  inclosed  from  the  waste,  with  the  consent  of  the 
lord  of  the  manor  and  freeholders  of  Headingley,  and  vested  in  trustees,  as 
a provision  for  a schoolmaster,  to  teach  six  poor  children.  The  land  is  let  to 
Mr.  James  Martin,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  51.  5 s.  which  is  the 
full  value. 

Another  piece  of  ground,  containing  about  a rood,  was  also  taken  from  the 

waste,  with  the  like  consent,  by Bischoff,  esq.,  on  condition  of  his 

paying  an  acknowledgment  of  a guinea  a year  to  the  schoolmaster,  for  teaching 
two  more  children. 

The  rent  of  the  land  and  acknowledgment  of  one  guinea  a year,  are  paid  to 
a schoolmaster,  and  he  instructs  for  the  salary  eight  poor  children  in  reading. 


CHAPELRY  OF  HOLBECK. 


Poor’s  Land. 

This  property  consists  of  3 a.  3r.  of  land  in  the  liberty  of  Armley,  whereof 
three  acres  are  stated,  in  the  benefaction  table,  to  have  been  given  by  a person 
named  Metcalfe  and  three  roods  were  an  allotment  made  on  an  inclosure  about 
40  years  ago.  The  land  is  under  the  management  of  the  chapelwardens  and 
overseer,  and  is  let  to  two  persons,  as  yearly  tenants,  at  I6/.  a year,  being  the 
fair  annual  value. 

The  rent  is  distributed  by  the  churchw'ardens  and  overseer  of  the  poor, 
at  Christmas,  among  poor  persons  of  the  chapelry,  in  sums  varying  from 
1 5.  6 (/.  to  5 5. 


Lendal’s  Gift. 

John  Lendal  gave  a house  near  the  chapel,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Holbeck. 
The  date  of  this  gift  is  unknown. 

The  premises,  which  consisted  ot  a cottage,  containing  two  rooms,  were  let 
'a  few  years  ago,  by  the  then  curate  and  chapelwardens,  to  James  Beeston,  for 
a term  of  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  3 /.  3 5.,  the  lessee  undertaking  to  erect 
another  dwelling  on  the  site  ; and  a new  house  has  been  built,  in  performance 
of  the  undertaking,  at  the  expense  of  200/.,  or  thereabouts.  The  premises  are 
in  the  occupation  of  the  widow  of  the  lessee,  and  are  considered  to  be  worth 
about  14/.  per  annum. 

The  yearly  rent  of  3 /.  3 s.  is  distributed  with  the  rents  of  the  poor’s  land, 
first  above-mentioned. 
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Kitchingman’s  and  Neville’s  Charities. 

It  appears  from  the  benefaction  table,  that  Alderman  Kitchingman  left  40  s. 
a year  to  the  poor  of  Holbeck  ; and  that  Gervas  Neville  left  one  dozen  of  bread 
to  the  poor  of  Holbeck,  every  second  Sunday  in  the  month,  and  two  dozen 
every  fkh  of  May,  and  l^s.  for  teaching  a poor  boy  to  read. 

The  sum  of  40 5.  after  deducting  Qs.  for  land-tax,  is  paid  as  a rent-charge  on 
the  manor  of  Beeston,  and  is  distributed  annually  among  poor  persons  of 
Holbeck  ; and  in  respect  of  Neville’s  charity,  which  is  a rent-charge  issuing 
out  of  premises  in  Leeds,  cgilled  the  King’s  Mills,  the  property  of  Mr,  Edward 
Hudson,  there  is  paid  the  annual  sum  of  2/.  l5.,  of  which  Qs.  are  laid  out  in 
bread,  given  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  1 5.  a month  in  bread,  given  to  the  poor 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  every  month  ; 12,s.  are  paid  to  the  master  of  the  town- 
ship school  for  teaching  a poor  boy  to  read,  and  the  sum  of  155.  is  paid,  pur- 
suant to  the  benefactor’s  intention,  to  the  curate  of  the  chapelry,  for  preaching 
a sermon  on  the  7th  of  May. 

Lost  Charities. 

The  sums  of  12/.  and  100/.  appear  to  have  been  formerly  given  by  persons 
named  Hetherington,  for  the  poor,  and  for  teaching  poor  children ; but  the 
benefit  of  these  gifts  has  been  long  suspended,  and  no  satisfactory  information 
can  be  obtained  respecting  them. 

C H P E LRY  O F H U N S L E T. 

Brooke’s  Charity. 

Robert  Brooke,  by  will,  dated  in  1653,  gave  205.  a year,  out  of  a house  in 
Hunslet,  to  be  paid  to  four  poor  persons  of  Hunslet. 

This  rent-charge  is  paid  to  the  chapelwarden  by  !Mr.  Robert  Rowley,  in 
respect  of  a house  and  certain  out-buildings,  belonging  to  him,  and  is  usually 
distributed  with  the  sacrament  money. 

Paley’s  Gift. 

The  Rev. /o/«i  Raley  left  505.  a year,  to  be  paid  to  the  master  of  Hunslet 
school,  for  teaching  five  poor  children,  to  be  appointed  by  the  curate  of  Hunslet, 
for  the  time  being. 

This  annuity  is  paid  by  J.  P.  Heywood,  esquire,  of  Wakefield,  to  the  master 
of  Hunslet  school,  for  teaching  in  the  school  five  poor  children,  nominated  by 
the  curate,  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

Massie’s  Gift  ; Lost. 

The  sum  of  100/.  was  bequeathed  by  Alderman  Massie  to  the  minister  and 
schoolmaster  of  Hunslet,  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children.  The  testator’s 
widow,  who  afterwards  married  Mr.  T.  Craven,  by  her  will,  or  a codicil  thereto, 
devised  to  her  nephew,  Abraham  Fenton,  a messuage  and  lands,  called  the 
Brow  Farm,  adjoining  upon  Hunslet  Moor,  upon  condition,  that  he  should  pay 
the  above-mentioned  sum  of  100/.  Mrs.  Craven’s  will  was  dated  in  1707,  and 
it  is  understood,  that  the  property  devised  by  her  became  the  subject  of  liti- 
gation. No  payment  of  interest,  however,  in  respect  of  the  charity,  has  been 
made  since  174<2,  and  it  is  improbable  therefore  that  any  effectual  means  could 
be  taken  for  recovering  the  donation. 

CHAPELRY  OR  TOWNSHIP  OF  WORTLEY. 

The  Free  School. 

By  indentnre  of  feoffment,  dated  26th  June  1677,  Rangdale  Sunderland,  in 
confirmation  of  the  will  of  his  uncle,  Samuel  Sunderland,  conveyed  to  Joseph 
Musgrave,  and  four  others,  several  dwelling-houses,  cottages  and  buildings,  in 
Wortley,  with  two  little  crofts  or  garths,  and  a garden  near  the  same,  called 
the  Orchard,  and  a close,  containing  about  two  acres,  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
the  common  of  Wortley,  upon  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and  profits,  as  directed 
by  the  will  of  the  said  Samuel  Sunderland,  towards  the  maintenance  of 
a schoolmaster,  to  be  elected  by  the  trustees,  and  their  successors,  to  teach 
the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wortley  to  read  English  or  Latin ; and 
it  was  directed,  that  the  survivor  of  the  trustees  should  transfer  and  settle 
the  said  tenements  and  rents  to  succeeding  trustees,  as  occasion  should 
require. 
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William  Farrer,  by  indenture,  dated  24th  December,  39th  Charles  II,  con- 
veyed unto  the  trustees,  named  in  the  first  indenture,  one  rood  of  land,  on 
Wortley  green,  with  a building  standing  upon  part  thereof,  used  for  a school, 
upon  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster,  to  be  appointed  as  directed  by  the 
will  of  Samuel  Sunderland. 

The  property  derived  under  the  above  endowments,  consists  of  a school-house 
and  school-room,  with  a garden,  two  small  crofts,  and  a close,  all  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  schoolmaster,  and  worth  together  16/.  per  annum,  or  thereabouts, 
and  six  cottages  in  Wortley,  whereof  five  are  let  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  10/.  10.^.,  and  the  sixth  is  occupied  by  Joseph  Lobley,  as 
tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  rent  of  2/.  8^.  per  annum.  The  cottages  are 
let  at  the  fair  annual  value. 

There  also  belonged  to  the  trustees  of  the  free-school,  a close,  of  3 a.  & 37p. 
in  the  township  of  Armley,  but  it  is  not  known  how  it  was  acquired.  The  close 
was  given  up  some  years  ago  to  a person  named  Wrigglesworth,  in  exchange 
for  three  crofts,  in  Wortley,  containing  together  2 a.  & 2p.  and  the  sum  of  2.50/. 
The  exchange  appears  to  have  been  advantageous  to  the  charity.  The  sum  of 
250/.  was  laid  out  in  rebuilding  the  school-house,  and  the  three  crofts  are  let 
to  John  Cliff,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  12/.,  the  full  value. 

The  school  estate  is  vested  in  five  trustees,  inhabitants  of  Wortley,  under 
a conveyance  executed  in  1822.  The  rent  of  the  cottages  and  crofts,  not 
occupied  by  the  master,  are  paid  to  him  by  the  trustees,  and  he  instructs  ten 
poor  children,  as  free  scholars,  and  other  children,  on  moderate  terms,  in  read- 
ing, writing  and  accounts.  The  master  and  the  free  scholars  are  elected  and 
nominated  by  the  trustees. 

PARISH  OF  OTLEY. 

The  Grammar  School. 

By  letters  patent,  of  the  30th  April,  5th  James  I.  ; his  Majesty,  upon  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Otley,  for  a free  grammar 
school  to  be  established  there,  for  instructing  in  good  learning  and  virtue, 
children  and  youth  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Otley,  ordained  that  there  should 
be  within  the  said  town,  a grammar  school,  to  be  called  the  Free  Grammar 
School  of  Prince  Henry,  at  Otley,  to  consist  of  one  master  and  one  usher  ; that 
the  seven  persons  therein  named,  should  be  governors  of  the  goods,  possessions 
and  revenues  of  the  school,  and  should  be  incorporated  and  have  a common 
seal ; that  on  the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  the  governors  above  two  miles  out 
of  the  parish  of  Otley,  the  rest  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  taking  unto  them 
the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  should  elect  a proper  person  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  parish  of  Otley,  or  dwelling  within  two  miles  thereof,  into  the 
place  of  governor,  so  become  vacant ; that  when  the  place  of  master  of  the 
school  should  be  void,  the  governors  or  the  major  part  of  them  should,  wdthin 
three-score  days  next  after,  choose  and  nominate  a fit  person  for  knowledge, 
religion  and  life,  having  taken  the  degree  of  m.  a.  or  b.  a.,  to  be  schoolmaster  of 
the  school,  so  long  as  he  should  be  found  by  the  governors,  diligent  and  faithful 
in  his  office,  and  fit  for  the  same,  and  no  longer  ; but  that  if  the  governors  should 
not  choose  a schoolmaster  within  three-score  days,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
master  and  fellows  of  Clare  Hall,  in  Cambridge,  having  intelligence  of  the 
place  being  void,  (according  to  the  will  and  ordinance  of  one  Thomas  Cave,  late 
of  Wakefield,  deceased,  who  by  his  will,  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  l602, 
gave  towards  the  erecting  and  maintaining  of  a free  grammar  school,  in  Otley 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  250/.),  to  nominate  and  elect  a master  or  bachelor  of 
arts,  fit  to  be  schoolmaster,  with  the  consent  of  three  of  the  governors  at  least, 
which  person  should  then  be  admitted  master  of  the  school,  for  so  long  as  he 
should  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  his  office  ; that  the  governors,  with  the  help 
of  the  schoolmaster,  should  have  power  to  elect  a fit  usher  or  under-teacher  in 
the  school,  within  one  month  after  the  place  should  be  void  ; and  that  the 
governors,  with  the  consent  of  the  schoolmaster,  should  have  power  to  displace 
such  usher,  upon  one  quarter’s  warning,  if  found  negligent  in  his  office,  or  unfit 
for  the  same  ; and  that  the  governors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  should  have  power  to  make  statutes  and  ordinances 
for  the  governing  of  the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  and  of  the  lands  and  revenues 
thereof,  and  have  power  to  purchase  or  receive  lands  and  hereditaments,  not 
exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  fO/. 

Rep.  15. 
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It  appears  from  the  deeds,  minute  book  and  writings,  in  the  possession  of  the 
governors,  that  the  sum  of  250/.,  given  by  the  will  of  Thomas  Cave,  in  the 
letters  patent  named,  was  doubled,  by  means  of  contributions  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  persons  of  the  neighbourhood  ; that  in  consideration  of  380/.  paid  by 
the  governors,  James  Green  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  William  Green,  by  deeds, 
dated  the  15th  October,  9th  James  I,  conveyed  to  the  governors,  a messuage,  in 
Lamworth,  near  Thirsk,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  a close  there,  called  Chappie 
Kell,  a parcel  of  wood-ground  adjoining  upon  the  same,  and  the  said  close, 
called  Chappie  Kell,  containing  by  estimation  12  acres,  the  fourth  part  of  Lam- 
worth wood,  a meadow  divided  into  three  closes,  being  under  Lamworth  wood, 
and  adjoining  upon  the  river  there,  and  a close,  called  Riddings,  with  the 
appurtenances;  and  that  the  governors,  by  indenture,  dated  20th  March,  in  the 
10th  of  James  I,  demised  the  same  estate  and  premises  to  the  said  James  Green, 
for  the  term  of  1,000  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  26/.  13  5.  4</. ; and  that  by 
a decree  of  the  vice  president  and  council,  dated  at  York,  the  11th  July  l6ll, 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  plaintifis  in  the  decree  named,  and  other  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Otley,  or  some  of  the  parishioners,  known  to  be  sufficient,  together 
with  the  said  plaintiffs,  should  enter  into  bond  by  recognizance  in  the  sum  of 
140  /.,  with  condition  to  erect,  build  and  make  a sufficient  and  convenient  school- 
house,  in  some  convenient  place  within  the  town  of  Otley,  within  seven  years, 
to  remain  for  ever,  for  the  use  of  a schoolmaster  and  usher,  to  instruct  children, 
according  to  the  meaning  of  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Cave. 

The  only  property  and  revenues  belonging  to  the  school  consist  of  the  school- 
house,  in  the  town  of  Otley,  containing  a large  school-room,  with  a chamber 
above,  and  a small  room  adjoining,  and  the  reserved  rent  of  26/.  135.  4<d.,  which 
is  paid  by  the  Earl  of  Harewood,  the  present  proprietor  of  the  estate,  conveyed 
by  the  deeds  of  the  15th  October,  9th  James  I. 

The  school  premises  were  probably  built  in  performance  of  the  order  or 
decree  of  the  11th  July  l6ll.  As  to  the  reserved  rent  of  26/.  135.  4c?.,  it 
must  be  presumed,  we  think,  that  the  conveyance  of  the  estate  near  Thirsk,  and 
the  demise  thereof  for  1,000  years,  though  there  is  a difference  of  five  months 
between  the  dates  of  the  instruments  (occasioned  probably  by  the  time  requisite 
for  levying  a fine),  were  in  reality  but  one  transaction,  of  which  the  object  was 
to  settle  and  secure  a rent-charge  of  26/.  135.  4c/.  for  the  school. 

There  are  only  three  governors  of  the  school  now  living,  viz. ; Matthew 
Wilson,  of  Otley,  esq.,  Joshua  Crompton,  of  Esholt,  esq.,  and  William  Vavasour, 
of  Weston  Hall,  esq. ; it  vvould  be  expedient,  therefore,  that  new  governors 
should  be  elected. 

The  master  of  the  school  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and 
he  receives  a stipend  of  20/.  per  annum ; the  sum  of  6/.  13  5.  4c?.,  the  residue 
of  the  reserved  rent,  being  paid  to  the  usher. 

The  school  is  free  for  gratuitous  instruction  in  the  learned  languages,  to  the 
sons  of  persons  inhabiting  in  the  parish  of  Otley.  There  are  seldom  above  four 
or  five  ; and  upon  an  average,  there  are  about  three  boys  only  attending  as  free 
scholars  for  a classical  education  ; the  smallness  of  the  number,  however,  is  not 
imputable  to  any  want  of  proper  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  school.  About 
40  other  children  attend  the  school,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction  from 
the  usher,  in  English  grammar,  writing  and  arithmetic,  their  education  being 
paid  for  by  their  parents. 

There  is  no  established  fund  or  provision  for  the  repair  of  the  school.  The 
master  occasionally  does  small  repairs,  and  the  Archbishop  of  York,  for  the  time 
being,  who  is  lord  of  the  liberty  of  Otley,  usually  contributes  something  for 
larger  repairs,  the  last  archbishop  having  given  40/.,  and  the  present  16/.  for 
that  purpose  ; it  has  been  customary  also,  for  each  new  governor  on  his  election, 
to  give  one  guinea  or  less  towards  the  object  of  repairing  the  school. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s,  or  the  Thorpe  Dole, 

The  yearly  sum  of  51.  6s.  8d.,  part  of  the  annuity  or  pension  of  17 1.  135.  4c?., 
mentioned  among  the  general  charities  in  this  report,  under  the  head  of  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  Dole,  is  payable  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Otley,  one  moiety  of 
the  sum  being  charged  on  the  rectory  of  Hooton  Pannell,  and  the  other  moiety 
on  the  rectory  of  Thorpe  Arch. 

The  sum  yearly  received  on  account  of  the  charity,  for  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Otley,  is  divided  in  certain  proportions,  according  to  ancient  usage,  one  part 
being  reserved  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Otley,  and  the  other  parts  being 

appropriated 


Yokk.J  for  inquiring  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  683 

appropriated  to  the  poor  of  other  townships  in  the  parish,  and  the  money  is  Otley. 

distributed  among  poor  persons  of  each  township  by  the  parish  officers  acting  

for  the  same. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  OTLEY. 

The  Poor  Folks  Close. 

This  close,  which  has  been  held  immemorially  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  contains  xh2  Poor  Folks 
2 A.  & "2r.,  or  thereabouts,  and  is  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Whittaker,  for  a Close. 

term  of  five  years  from  the  1st  January  1823,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  16/.  5 s.,  the  ' 

full  annual  value. 

On  the  inclosure  of  the  moor  or  common,  called  Otley  Chevin,  in  1783,  two 
small  allotments  were  set  out  in  lieu  of  common  right,  in  respect  of  the  Poor 
Folks  Close ; but  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  then  made  between  the  parish- 
ioners of  Otley  and  Mr.  William  Mounsey,  the  allotments  were  awarded  to 
Mr.  Mounsey,  subject  to  a perpetual  charge  or  payment  of  2/.  14.s.  a year  for 
the  poor.  The  circumstances  which  led  to  this  agreement  cannot  now  be  fully 
discovered,  but  the  agreement  was  probably  occasioned  by  some  difficulty  in 
providing  for  the  expenses  of  inclosure ; and  it  is  not  surmised  that  the  agree- 
ment was  unfavourable  to  the  present  interests  of  the  poor. 

Garden  and  Cottages. 

We  have  not  discovered  how  this  property  became  destined  to  charitable 
purposes. 

The  garden  is  in  the  occupation  of  James  Hoyle,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 
rent  of  2/.  105.  a year,  but  it  is  stated  to  be  worth  4/.  a year  or  more  ; and  we 
have  recommended  the  parish  officers  to  have  the  expediency  of  taking  steps  to 
raise  the  rent  taken  into  consideration  at  a vestry  meeting. 

The  cottages,  two  in  number,  adjoin  the  garden  ; they  are  occupied  by  two 
poor  persons  who  have  usually  been  widows,  and  the  occupiers  receive  each  of 
them  Js.  a year,  out  of  the  rent  of  the  garden.  The  privilege  of  nominating 
and  placing  poor  persons  in  the  cottages  appears  to  have  been  exercised  by  a 
family  now  represented  by  Iwo  ladies  residing  at  Aberford ; but  we  have  met 
with  no  satisfactory  information  as  to  the  legal  existence  of  the  privilege. 

Plum  Tree  Garth. 

This  land  was  purchased  in  or  about  1725,  with  money  supposed  to  have  Plum  Tree  Garth, 
belonged  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  poor  of  Otley,  with  the  addition  of  Saxey*s 
charity  fund,  after  mentioned.  Part  of  it  containing  1a.  & 2r.  or  thereabouts, 
is  let  to  Joseph  Wilkinson,  for  a term  of  five  years  from  the  1st  January  1823,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  51.  105.  6^d.,  the  full  annual  value  ; and  two  other  parcels, 
being  the  remainder  of  the  land,  were  taken  about  60  years  ago  by  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  and  inhabitants,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a poor  house  thereon, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  sums  of  1 1.  5 s.  and  1/.  65.  for  the  poor, 
and  some  cottages  have  been  built  on  the  land  so  taken,  which  are  used  for 
parish  purposes.  As  to  the  propriety  of  this  alienation  of  part  of  the  ground 
at  a fixed  rent,  it  is  difficult  now  to  form  a judgment,  particularly  as  it  is 
unknown  from  what  source  the  funds  were  acquired  which  were  laid  out  in 
purchasing  the  property. 

Rent  Charges  and  Doles. 

The  following  yearly  sums  are  paid  for  the  poor  of  the  towmship  of  Otley 
but  no  account  can  be  given  of  their  origin.  There  was  formerly  a book  kept 
in  a chest  in  the  vestry,  which  contained  particulars  of  information  respecting 
several  charities,  but  it  has  been  lost  or  missing  for  the  last  18  years. 


Annual 

Payment. 

Property  charged. 

Owner  or  Person  liable. 

£.  s.  d. 

1 — — 

Lower  Steele  Croft  - - - 

John  Chadwick. 

- 8 - 

Little  Common  Newhall 

D°. 

- 6 8 

Upper  Steele  Croft  - - . 

Joseph  Green. 

- 6 - 

Claim  Lands  - 

D“. 

- 2 4 

House  in  Market-place 

John  Deighton, 

- 2 - 

House,  called  Portmoor 

W'illiain  Reed  and  others. 

- 10  - 

Interest  of  10/.  - 

Overseers  of  poor. 
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Jenkinson’s  Dole. 

Otiey.  Mr.  Alderman  Jenkinson,  of  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  by  his  will,  dated  18th 

— October  l64>2,  gave  to  the  poor  people  of  Burley,  40^.  a year,  out  of  his  lands 

Jenkinson  S Dole.^  ]3,  ode  Field,  and  to  the  poor  people  of  Otiey  405.  a year,  to  be  ^?iven 

' ' to  tliein  against  every  Christinas,  by  the  minister  and  collectors  of  the  poor  of 

Otiey.  " ^ 

The  yearly  sum  of  2/.,  in  respect  of  the  donation  for  the  poor  of  Otiey,  is 
regularly  received  from  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Boston. 

Saxey’s  Charity. 


Saxey’s  Charity. 


The  sum  of  30^.  was  given  by  Hugh  and  Dorothy  Saxey,  in  16 15,  upon 
trust,  to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  and  the  interest  disposed  of  as  follows: — 


To  20  poor  women  of  the  parish  of  Otiey,  12</.  a piece 
To  the  parish  clerk  - - - - - 

To  a preacher 


£.  s.  d. 
1 - - 
— 2 — 
- 8 - 


111  17-5,  on  the  occasion  of  the  purchase  of  the  Plum  Tree  Garth,  the  sum 
of  30/.  was  added  to  the  fund  to  complete  the  purchase,  and  the  yearly  sum 
of  305.,  interest  of  the  30/.,  was  charged  or  secured  on  the  purchased  premises. 
The  directions  of  the  donors,  as  to  the  payment  of  1/.  10  5.  a year,  are  in 
substance  followed  ; but  the  sum  of  205.  a year  for  poor  women  being  added  to 
the  general  fund,  after  mentioned,  is  not  in  fact  distributed  to  poor  widows  of 
the  parish  at  large,  but  to  persons  of  Otiey  township  only. 


The  clear  annual  proceeds  of  the  above  charities,  including  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
Dole,  and  Saxey’s  Charity  for  poor  women,  are  added  to  the  money  collected 
at  the  sacrament,  and  the  fund,  after  deducting  the  yearly  sum  of  5 /.  4 5.,  which 
is  paid  in  different  proportions  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  other  townships  in  the  parish,  is  distributed  at  Christmas,  among  poor  persons 
of  Otiey  township,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  the  sums  given  varying 
usually  from  1 5.  (id.  to  5s. 

The  money  deducted  from  the  fund,  and  set  apart  lor  the  poor  of  other  town- 
ships in  the  parish,  has  of  late  been  paid,  a portion  of  it  to  the  officers  of  each  town- 
ship, under  the  general  denomination  of  communion  money,  though  made  up 
in  fact  of  a proportion  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Dole,  as  well  as  of  a share  of  the 
sacrament  money  collected  in  the  church  at  Otiey,  and  some  uncex'tainty  and 
confusion  has  arisen  from  the  combination  of  the  two  payments,  which  it  would 
be  expedient  to  remedy  by  making  them  separately  hereafter.  The  propor- 
tionate division  of  the  money  among  the  townships  is  established  by  long  usage, 
and  is  determined  apparently,  by  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  assessment  on 
each  township  to  the  church  rate. 

Barker’s  Gift. 

Barker’s  Gift.  IViomas  Barker,  escpiire,  by  will,  dated  2d  April,  1724,  gave  to  the^'church- 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Otiey,  and  their  successors,  the  yearly  sum 
of  505.  to  be  paid  quarterly,  free  of  all  deductions,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
his  close,  called  the  Calf-houses  Close,  in  Burley,  which  505.  he  directed  should 
be  distributed  the  next  Sunday  after  his  death,  by  the  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Otiey,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors, 
as  follows,  viz.  ; that  they  should  every  Saturday  night,  or  Sunday  morning,  buy 
12  penny  loaves  of  good  and  substantial  household  bread,  wdiich  they  should 
distribute  in  such  projxortions  as  they  should  think  fit,  amongst  the  poor  house- 
keepers and  poor  of  the  towm  of  Otiey,  only,  as  should  attend  divine  servdce  in 
the  church,  in  the  morning,  at  Otiey ; and  he  charged  the  owner  of  the  said 
closes,  with  the  payment  of  the  said  50  5.,  and  in  default  in  payment  of  the  said 
quarterly  payments  for  six  days  after  any  of  the  days  on  which  the  same  ought 
to  be  paid,  he  empowered  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the 
town  of  Otiey,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  distrain  for  the  same. 

The  land  charged  with  the  annuity,  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  AVhitehead,  of 
Burley.  The  annuity  is  paid  to  a baker  in  Otiey,  and  the  bread  is  supplied 
and  given  away  in  the  church.  Complaints  are  made  of  the  bad  qualit}'  of  the 
the  bread,  and  the  parish  officers  have  engaged  to  interfere,  and  correct  the 
abuse. 
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TOWNSHIP  OF  nRAMHOPE. 
The  School. 


On  the  inclosure  of  Bramhope  common,  a piece  of  land  containing  six  acres, 
was  awarded  to  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  school  belonging  to  the  township. 

The  land  was  let  by  the  trustees  on  the  inclosure,  to  Charles  Atkinson,  on  a 
lease  for  21  years,  of  which  two  are  unexpired,  at  the  rent  of  9 /.  a year,  the  tenant 
paying  the  expenses  of  fencing,  &c. 

The  school  is  kept  in  a school-room  belonging  to  the  township.  The  rent  of 
the  land  is  paid  to  the  master,  but  he  is  not  re([uired  to  teach  any  scholars  free. 
He  instructs  on  moderate  terms  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  in  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic. 

C I i A P E t.  R Y OF  HURLEY. 


Bramhope. 

The  School. 

V / 


Vavasour’s  Charity. 


William  Vavasour,  by  will,  dated  dd  September,  1642,  devised  a close  called  Burley. 
Brasker,  in  the  township  of  Burley,  to  William  Maud  and  Stephen  Hartley,  and 
their  heirs,  in  trust,  as  to  one-fourth  part  thereof,  for  certain  persons  therein 
named,  and  as  to  three-fourth  parts  thereof,  in  trust,  that  the  trustees  should 
dispose  thereof  to  the  use  of  three  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  who  should  have 
pasturage  thereon,  each  for  one  cow,  for  one  year,  paying  each  105. ; and  he  gave 
the  rent  of  30  5.  to  such  of  the  poor  of  the  township  as  should  be  in  greatest 
need,  with  the  limitation,  that  if  a poor  man  should  have  sustained  any  consi- 
derable loss,  or  there  should  a poor  scholar  to  send  up  to  the  university,  or  any  in 
the  township  to  be  bound  an  apprentice,  then  the  sum  of  205.,  part  of  the  305., 
might  by  the  trustees,  with  the  consent  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  be 
issued  to  any  such  charitable  use,  for  one  year  or  more,  as  need  should  require. 

The  land  held  under  this  devise  consists  of  a close,  called  Brasker  Close,  and 
contains  about  three  acres.  It  has  long  been  under  the  management  of  the  chapel- 
w’arden  and  overseers,  and  is  let  by  them  to  John  Lupton,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  5/.  145.,  being  the  full  annual  value.  It  has  not  been  usual  to 
follow  the  directions  of  the  will,  as  to  letting  the  land  to  three  poor  people  for 
depasturing  cows,  and  (it  is  apprehended,  that  those  directions  could  not  be 
obeyed  without  difficulty,  or  with  sufficient  certainty  of  obtaining  payment 
of  the  rent. 

Jenkinson’s  Dole. 

Mr.  Alderman  Jenkinson,  of  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  by  his  will,  dated  18th  Jenkinson’s  Dole. 
October,  1642,  gave  to  the  poor  people  of  Burley,  where  he  was  bojn,  40  5.  a 
year,  out  of  his  lands  in  the  Erode  field,  to  be  given  to  the  poor,  by  his  heir, 

William  Jenkinson,  against  every  Christmas,  and  after  his  death,  by  whom  he 
should  appoint. 

The  sum  of  2/.  is  yearly  received  on  account  of  this  charity,  by  the  curate, 
or  parish  officers  of  the  chapelry,  from  the  Corporation  of  Boston. 

Thorpe  Dole. 

The  dole  which  passes  under  this  name,  is  a portion  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  dole, 
mentioned  under  the  head  of  General  Charities  in  this  Report. 

The  portion  of  the  sum  of  51.  65.  Sd.,  given  to  the  poor  of  Otley  parish, 
which  is  payable  for  the  poor  of  the  chapelry  of  Burley,  is  14  5.  or  15  5.  per 
annum;  but  of  late,  some  uncertainty  or  confusion  has  been  occasioned,  by  its 
being  paid  with  a portion  of  the  Otley  sacrament  money,  under  the  general  head 
of  communion  money. 

Pulleyn’s  Gift. 

Thomas  Pulleyn,  in  I76I,  gave,  by  parol,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Burley, 
the  sum  of  27 1.  secured  on  the  tolls  of  the  turnpike  road  from  Otley  to 
Shipton. 

The  sum  of  1 /.  s.  a year  is  paid  in  respect  of  the  donation,  by  the  trea- 
surer of  the  trustees  of  the  turnpike  road. 


T lic'rpe  Dole. 


Pulleyn’s  Gift. 


The  annual  produce  of  the  above  mentioned  charities  is  distributed  at 
Christmas,  by  the  chapelwarden  and  overseer  of  the  poor,  among  such  poor 
persons  as  subsist,  or  endeavour  to  subsist,  without  parochial  relief. 

Rep.  15.  4 S 
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TOWNSHIP  OP  iMENSTONE. 
Doles. 


Menstone. 

_ , Donors. 

Doles.  ^ 

Aiuiual  Paynunt. 

I 

Laud  charged, 
or  Principal  Money. 

Owner  or  Person 
liable  to  Payment. 

Dean  Hitch  . - - 

John  Rhodes,  in  1751  - 

Brorah 

£.  s.  d. 
1 - - 

- l6  - 

- 7 - 

Land  at  Horsfortli 
Sum  of  20  /. 

Sum  of  7 L 

blaster  of  Guiseley  School. 
Lamplugh  Hird,  esq. 
Ditto. 

The  money  received  in  respect  of  the  above  mentioned  doles,  and  a portion 
of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  dole,  given  for  the  parish  of  Otley,  are  distributed  at 
a township  meeting,  among  poor  persons  of  Menstone,  not  receiving  regular 
parochial  relief. 

CHAPELRY  OF  POOLE. 

Doles. 

Poole. 

, Donors. 

Doles. 

Annual  Amount. 

Property  charged, 
or  Principal  Money. 

Owners  or  Persons 
liable  to  pay. 

Laycock,  in  1727  -| 

— 1 — Hobson,  in  1728  - 
John  Dixon,  in  1749  ■ 

£.  6'.  d. 

-68 
-68 
-68 

1 - - 

- 10  - 

- 3 - 

Land  at  Poole 

Ditto  ... 

Ditto  ... 

fRice  Brigg  Ing,  near  1 
\ Poole  Bridge  - J 

Sum  of  3/.  - 

James  Dinwiddie. 
John  Bingley. 

Fitzgerald,  esq. 

James  Furnish. 

Mr.  Milthorp. 

The  doles  above  mentioned,  together  with  the  sum  of  7 s.  or  7 s.  6d.  a year, 
being  a portion  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  grant  of  5 A 6 5.  8 d.  for  the  poor  of 
Otley  parish,  and  with  money  collected  at  the  sacrament,  are  distributed  at 
Poole  feast,  among  poor  persons  of  the  chapelry,  not  receiving  regular  parochial 
relief. 


PARISH  OF  LONG  PRESTON. 

Knowles’s  Hospital. 

Long  Preston.  James  Knowles,  by  will,  dated  17th  March  l6l3,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Long 
— - Preston  20  /.  a year,  to  be  bestowed  to  ten  poor  old  men  or  women,  or  both, 

Knowles’s.  Hospital,  dvvelling  in  the  town  of  Long  Preston,  not  beggars,  but  such  as  were  born  in 
the  said  town,  if  there  should  be  so  many,  and  the  rest  to  be  made  up  of  such 
poor  as  should  have  been  the  longest  dwellers  in  the  town,  and  have  well 
demeaned  themselves,  i.  e.  on  every  Candlemas-day  every  one  of  them  20^., 
being  10/.,  and  the  other  10/.  to  be  bestowed  upon  good  woollen  broad  cloth, 
to  make  gowns  for  the  men  and  cassocks  for  the  women,  with  the  letters  J.  K. 
stitched  on  the  sleeves  of  the  men’s  gowns,  and  the  breasts  of  the  women’s 
gowns ; and  he  directed,  that  if  any  part  of  the  latter  10  /.  should  remain,  it 
should  be  given  amongst  the  ten  poor  persons ; and  he  willed,  that  the  vicar  of 
the  parish  church  of  Long  Preston,  for  the  time  being,  Richard  Pudsey,  and 
four  others  therein  named,  should  nominate  and  elect  the  ten  poor  persons  to 
receive  the  yearly  pensions  aforesaid,  during  their  lives ; and  if  any  of  them 
should  use  any  disordered  course  of  life,  and  not  reform  upon  admonition,  the 
trustees,  or  four  of  them,  the  vicar  to  be  one,  might  dismiss  such  person  or 
persons  from  his  or  their  yearly  pension  and  house  after  mentioned,  and  choose 
another  in  his  or  their  place ; and  that  on  tlie  death  of  any  of  the  ten  poor 
persons,  the  trustees,  or  four  of  them,  the  vicar  to  be  one,  should  fill  up  the 
vacancy  within  twenty  days  j and  that  on  the  death  of  any  of  the  six  electors, 
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the  surviving  trustees  should,  from  time  to  time,  make  choice  of  some  others.  Long  Preston, 
discreet  and  honest  men,  within  the  said  town,  to  join  with  them  in  nomina-  , — 

tion  and  election  as  aforesaid  ; and  he  directed  two  sermons  to  be  yearly  made 

in  the  parish  church  of  Long  Preston,  on  Candlemas-day  and  St.  James’s,  by  — 

a preacher  to  be  provided  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Long  Preston, 
and  that  the  preacher  should  have  105.  for  each  sermon  ; and  he  bequeathed, 
to  make  a dinner  for  the  said  preacher,  vicar  and  trustees,  with  the  church- 
wardens of  Long  Preston,  every  Candlemas-day  10  5.,  and  every  Saint  James’s- 
day  105,  ; and  he  charged  his  executors  to  buy,  within  the  town-fields  of 
Long  Preston,  one  acre  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  and  build  thereon  an  hospital, 
or  ten  houses,  for  the  ten  poor  people  to  dwell  in,  and  a chapel  adjoining  the 
hospital,  wherein  divine  service,  according  to  the  Church  of  England,  should  be 
said  every  day,  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  that  the  reader  of  the  service  should 
have  51.  -a  year ; and  he  bequeathed  600/.  to  be  bestowed  upon  a purchase  of 
land,  for  the  yearly  discharge  of  the  aforesaid  gifts,  and  paying  for  the  acre  of 
land  ; and  he  directed  his  executors  to  procure  from  his  Majesty  a licence  for 
the  confirmation  and  incorporating  of  the  hospital  ; and  he  willed,  if  the  600/. 
should  purchase  land  of  greater  annual  value  than  the  amount  of  the  aforesaid 
disbursements,  the  surplus  should  be  to  the  use  of  the  ten  poor  people,  or  be 
bestowed  in  repairing  the  poor  people’s  houses  ; and  he  gave  to  the  town  of 
Wakefield,  in  Yorkshire,  100/.  to  be  employed  and  remain  to  the  use  of  two 
young  men,  who  shoidd  have  served  seven  years  apprenticeship  to  masters  dwel- 
ling in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  who  traded  in  woollen  cloth  at  Blackwell  Hall,  in 
London,  and  were  Blackwell  Hall  men,  each  of  the  two  young  men  to  have  50/. 
for  three  years,  at  five  per  cent  interest,  and  on  the  expiration  of  the  three  years 
other  two  young  men  to  have  the  money  upon  the  like  terms ; and  he  directed  that 
the  two  young  men  receiving  the  100/.,  with  six  of  the  most  sufficient  burgesses 
of  Wakefield,  should  be  bound  in  a bond  together,  for  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  and  in  default  of  performance  of  the  aforesaid  conditions, 
the  gift  of  the  said  100/.  should  be  void,  and  the  feoffees  in  trust  should 
resume  the  same  into  their  hands  ; and  he  bequeathed  the  5/.  a year,  being  the 
interest  to  arise  from  the  said  sum  of  100/.  to  the  churchwardens  of  Long 
Preston,  for  amending,  adorning  and  beautifying  the  church  of  Long  Preston  ; 
and  in  case  the  bequest  of  100/.  to  the  inhabitants  of  Wakefield  should  by 
the  means  aforesaid  become  void,  he  bequeathed  the  same  to  the  churchwardens 
of  Long  Preston,  and  their  successors,  to  be  put  forth  to  the  most  advantage,  and 
the  interest  to  be  bestowed  in  adorning  and  beautifying  the  said  church,  which 
gifts  to  the  church  he  gave  conditionally,  that  the  parishioners  of  Long  Preston 
should  license  his  executors,  at  their  own  charges  to  set  up  two  pews  under  the 
pulpit,  in  the  church,  to  the  use  of  the  ten  poor  persons  to  sit  in  during  divine 
service  ; and  he  directed  his  executors  to  make  two  such  pews  accordingly  5 
and  he  bequeathed  to  the  town  and  parish  of  Long  Preston  200/.,  to  be  em- 
ployed on  erecting  and  setting  up  a house  of  correction  in  the  town,  and  towards 
making  a stock  to  buy  wool  and  flax  to  set  the  poor  people  in  the  said  town 
and  parish  to  work;  and  as  to  the  51.  per  annum,  which  he  had  given  to  the 
church  of  Long  Preston,  he  willed,  that  the  alleys  of  the  church,  and  the 
quire  where  the  communion  table  stands,  should  be  made  level,  and  paved  with 
stones ; and  that  a pulpit  cloth  and  cushion  should  be  provided  for  the  pulpit, 
and  a cloth  for  the  communion  table,  and  a cup  of  silver  with  a cover  for  the 
communion  service  ; and  he  desired,  all  the  inward  part  of  the  church  to 
be  whitew^ashed,  and  that  there  should  be  set  up  sentences  out  of  the  Bible,  by 
the  vicar  or  some  other  learned  divine. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  will,  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  6th 
A.pril,  14th  Jame.s  I,  were  obtained,  whpreby  the  charity  was  established  by  the 
name  of  the  Hospital  of  James  Knowles,  in  Long  Preston,  to  be  under  the 
management  of  six  governors,  consisting  of  the  vicar  of  Long  Preston  for  the 
time  being,  and  five  others,  chosen  as  the  will  directs,  who  were  thereby  con- 
.stituted  a body  corporate,  with  power  to  purchase  lands  for  the  support  of  the 
charity,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  its  future  government,  confoim- 
ing  therein  as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  the  will  of  the  founder.  The  number  of 
governors,  the  vicar  being  alw'ays  one,  is  regularly  kept  up  by  election. 

The  hospital,  which  was  erected  about  the  year  1617j  is  situate  near  the^illage 
of  Long  Preston,  and  contains  a chapel  and  10  almshouses,  each  having  two  apart- 
ments, and  a small  garden  adjoining.  The  sum  of  2 5.  a year  is  paid  by  Henry 

llep.  15.  4S2  Haldane, 
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Long  Preston. 

Knowles’s  Hospital, 
continued. 

\ J 


Hardane,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  a small  piece  of  ground  behind,  and  her 
longing  to  the  hospital. 

This  charity  estate  consists  of  the  following  particulars,  viz. — 


1. ' — A Farm,  called  Up  Hall,  or  Whoop  Hall,  at  Overburrow,  in  the  parish 

ofTunstall,  and  county  of  Lancaster,  purchased  in  1618,  with  158/. 
The  farm  comprises  twenty-two  acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  and 
is  let  to  George  Willan,  for  three  years  from  the  14th  February  1822, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  --------- 

2.  — A rent-charge  of  17/.  10s.  issuing  out  of  an  estate,  called  Ravensflatt, 

in  the  township  of  Airton,  and  parish  of  Kirby  Malhamdale,  which 
was  purchased  in  1630  for  300/.  ------- 

3.  — A cottage  and  garden  in  Long  Preston,  let  to  William  Hewitt,  as  yearly 

tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of -------- 

Fourteen  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Long  Preston,  let  for  three  years 
to  William  Strutt  and  Richard  Riley,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - - 

An  allotment  of  three  acres  of  land  in  Longburgh,  let  to  Richard 
Pickover,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  - 

The  property  in  the  parish  of  Long  Preston,  was  purchased  in  1718 
and  1720,  for  the  sum  of  190/. 

4.  — Four  acres  and  a half  of  land  at  Rathmill,in  the  parish  of  Giggleswick, 

purchased  by  the  trustees  in  17G9,  with  205/.  whereof  the  sum  of 
200/.  was  a legacy,  given  by  the  will  of  Richard  Moore  in  that  year, 
for  the  more  comfortable  support  of  the  poor  in  the  hospital. 

This  land  was  occupied  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry  by  John  Geldart, 
under  a lease  for  fourteen  years,  which  was  nearly  expired,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  - --  --  --  --  - 

The  whole  of  the  land  appears  to  be  fairly  let,  but  some  small  in- 
crease was  expected  to  be  obtained  on  the  re-letting  of  the  last  men- 
tioned parcel. 

Total  - £. 


£.  s.  d. 


41  - - 


1710  - 
1 11  - 

48  - - 

210  - 


14  10 


131  1 6 


The  governors,  out  of  the  income,  pay  20  s.  a year  to  the  officiating  minister 
of  Long  Preston,  for  preaching  a sermon  on  each  of  the  days  mentioned  in  the 
will;  5 /.  a year  to  one  of  the  poor  men  in  the  hospital  for  reading  prayers  in  the 
chapel ; and  5/.  a year  to  the  churchwardens,  to  belaid  out  in  ornamenting  the 
parish  church  of  Long  Preston  ; and  after  retaining  what  is  considered  necessary 
or  likely  to  be  wanted  for  repairs  and  contingent  expenses,  they  divide  the  sur- 
plus equally  among  the  ten  almspeople  in  money,  the  testator’s  directions  as  to 
supplying  gowns,  &c.  not  having  been  followed  for  a very  long  time,  if  ever. 
The  fund  divided  among  the  almspeople  has  varied  during  the  last  ten  years 
from  55/.  to  37/.  8^.,  or  thereabouts.  The  ten  almspeople  are  of  either  sex, 
and  are  chosen  by  the  governors  from  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Long  Preston. 

The  governors  have  meetings  twice  a year,  at  which  the  accounts,  wliich  are 
kept  by  one  of  them,  are  audited  by  the  rest,  and  interest  is  allowed  on  any 
balance  which  may  be  carried  forward.  The  sum  of  90/^  was  borrowed  in 
1818,  for  erecting  some  additional  farm  buildings  on  the  land  at  Overburrow, 
and  remained  due  from  the  charity  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry. 

There  is  reason  to  presume,  that  the  sum  of  100/.,  given  by  the  will,  to  be 
lent  to  young  men  of  the  town  of  Wakefield,  was  laid  out  in  building  the 
hospital,  or  applied  towards  the  purchase  of  the  charity  estates,  as  the  funds 
applied  for  the  latter  purpose  only,  considerably  exceed  the  sum  of  6OO/.  given 
by  the  will  for  establishing  the  hospital,  and  the  sum  of  51.  a year  for  amending 
and  beautifying  the  church  at  Long  Preston,  is  paid  as  a charge  on  the  revenues 
of  the  hospital.  The  sum  of  5/.  a year  is  paid  to  the  churchwardens  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  by  the  testator,  but  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry  it  was 
suggested,  that  what  the  testator  seems  to  have  had  more  particularly  in  view, 
was  not  properly  attended  to,  the  floor  of  the  church  being  in  part  unpaved, 
and  the  pulpit  cloth  and  other  ornaments  being  neglected. 

Smith’s  Charity. 

Smitli’s  CLaiity.  John  Smith,  by  will,  dated  23d  October  1732,  bequeathed  the  sum  of  40^. 

yearly,  to  the  10  poor  persons  in  the  hospital  at  Long  Preston,  to  be  paid  them 
every  St.  John’s-day  ; and  he  gave  his  estate  within  the  township  of  Long 
Preston,  that  is  to  say,  the  yearly  rent  thereof,  over  and  above  the  said  405.  to 
the  poor  of  the  hospital,  to  the  minister  of  the  parisli  of  Long  Preston,  and 
churchwardens  of  the  towns  cf  Long  Preston,  Hellifield  and  Wigglesworth  ; to 

hold 
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hold  to  them  and  their  successors,  in  trust,  to  let  the  same  to  the  best  advantage, 
for  the  good  of  the  poor  people  of  the  said  several  towns. 

The  estate  devised  consists  of  two  cottages,  let  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Long  Preston  and  Hellifield  respectively,  at  rents  amounting  together  to 
7/.  11^.  a year,  and  six  closes  of  land,  containing  together  8 a,  2r.,  which 
are  let  to  John  Cockshutt,  William  Rudd,  Stephen  Meyers,  and  John  Riley,  as 
tenants  from  year  to  year,  at  rents  amounting  in  the  whole  to  37/.  •'is.  The 
property  is  let  at  its  full  annual  value. 

According  to  an  usage  which  has  long  prevailed,  the  rents  are  divided  in  the 
proportion  of  the  sum  of  9/-  9-^*  to  the  sum  of  1/.  9-5. ; out  of  the  larger  portion 
is  paid  the  yearly  sum  of  2/.,  which  is  divided  equally  among  the  poor  people 
in  the  hospital,  and  the  expense  of  repairs  on  the  estate,  and  the  residue  of  that 
portion  being  divided  into  three  equal  shares,  is  distributed  among  poor  persons 
of  Long  Preston,  Hellifield  and  Wigglesworth,  not  receiving  parochial  relief ; 
the  smaller  portion  is  divided  in  the  proportions  of  3-4ths  to  the  poor  of  Long 
Preston,  and  l-4th  to  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Hellifield,  Wigglesworth  and 
Halton  West,  in  the  parish  of  Kirby  Malham  Dale,  equally  between  them,  and 
is  distributed  in  like  manner.  There  is  also  a yearly  sum  of  6d.  paid  under 
Smith’s  gift,  out  of  land  called  the  Bull  Ing,  which  is  added  to  the  smaller 
portion  of  the  rent. 

Doles  and  Poor’s  Funds. 

There  are  payable  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Long  Preston,  the  following 
sums,  viz. ; 10  5.  a year,  charged  on  the  shambles  in  Settle;  17^.  a year,  the 
interest  of  20/.  poor’s  money  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Tennant,  of.  Long 
Preston  ; and  17^-  a year  interest  of  20/.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Thompson, 
of  the  same  place.  There  is  paid  out  of  these  yearly  funds  the  sum  of  9.J. 
a year,  towards  apprenticing  a poor  child  of  Long  Preston,  when  there  is  one 
to  be  put  out,  and  the  remainder  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Long 
Preston  with  a portion  of  Smith’s  charity  money. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WIGGLESWORTH. 


Long  Preston. 


Sijjith’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Doles  and  Poor's 
Funds. 


Clarke’s  and  Hargreave’s  Gifts. 

The  sum  of  10/.  given  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  by  a person  named  Wifg’eworth. 

Clarke,  is  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Holgate,  at  interest  of 4 percent;  and  the  ci-T^and 

sum  of  5/.  given  for  the  like  purpose,  by  John  Hargreave,  is  in  the  hands  of  Hargreave’s^Gifts. 
the  Rev.  John  Claphain,  at  interest  of  5 per  cent.  The  interest  of  the  bene-' 
factions  is  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  among 
poor  persons  of  the  township. 

The  School. 

Laxvrence  Clarke,  by  will,  dated  15th  August  17^9,  after  giving  several  The  School, 
legacies,  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  unto  William  Carr, 

William  Wildman,  Robert  Silverwood,  and  William  Holgate  the  younger, 
whom  he  appointed  executors  of  his  will,  in  trust,  after  paying  themselves  for 
their  trouble  and  costs  and  charges  therein,  to  place  out  the  same  upon  govern- 
ment or  other  securities,  and  appl}^  the  yearly  interest  and  produce  thereof, 
after  deducting  20.?.  a year  to  purchase  books  for  poor  children,  or  any  further 
sum  annually  on  that  account,  as  the  trustees  might  think  proper,  to  a school- 
master, to  be  elected  by  the  trustees,  for  teaching  children  without  expense  to 
their  parents,  at  Wigglesworth,  such  children  to  be  either  born  within  the 
township  of  Wigglesworth,  or  of  parents  living  out  of  the  township  whose 
settlements  are  within  Wigglesworth  ; and  his  will  was,  that  the  school  should  be 
called  Clarke’s  Free  School  for  the  Children  of  Wigglesworth ; and  that  the 
schoolmaster  should  teach  both  the  English  and  Latin  languages,  and  writing 
and  accounts,  and  attend  the  school  upon  every  Sunday,  in  such  manner  as  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being  should  direct,  who,  or  a majority  of  them,  for  the 
time  being,  were  thereby  empowered  to  make  rules  and  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  school ; and  if  the  master  for  the  time  being,  should  neglect  or 
refuse  to  obey  such  rules  and  orders,  he  should  be  turned  out  and  another 
appointed  in  his  stead,;  and  the  trustees  were  requested  "to  meet  twice  or 
oftener  every  year,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  the  school  were  duly 
attended  to,  and  for  making  orders  and  regulations  if  necessary ; and  his  will 
further  was,  that  a room  should  be  built  over  the  school-house  for  the  trustees 
to  meet  in  ; and  that  when  any  one  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  or 

Rep.  15.  4 S 3 a majority 


G90  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  [County  of 


Wiggleswortb. 


The  School, 
continued. 


a majority  of  them,  should  elect  such  person  in  his  room,  as  they  should  think 
fit,  (the  vicar  of  Long  Preston  for  the  time  being  to  be  always  a trustee,)  and 
that  such  election  of  a new  trustee  should  be  entered  in  a book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose;  provided,  that  if  the  surviving  trustees  should  not  proceed  to  an 
election  of  a new  trustee  within  six  months  after  a vacancy,  then,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  vicar  of  Long  Preston,  the  heir  at  law  of  the  trustee  so  dying 
should  be  one  of  the  trustees  during  his  life,  and  in  that  case,  the  surviving 
trustees  should  not  afterwards  elect  another  for  that  turn. 

The  testator  died  in  October  1795,  and  in  1798  the  sum  of  157/.  05.  4</.  paid 
on  account  of  the  bequest,  was  laid  out  in  erecting  a school,  and  a room  for  the 
master,  and  another  over  it  for  the  trustees.  In  1798  and  1800  the  further 
sums  of  500/.  and  80/.  paid  in  those  respective  years,  were  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  stock,  in  the  names  of  trustees,  amounting  together  to  1,185/.  195.  8rf. 
three  percent  consols;  and  the  sum  of  6/.  05.  5^</.,  which  was  also  paid  in 
1800,  as  the  final  balance  due  in  respect  of  the  residue,  was  carried  to  the 
general  account  of  the  charity. 

The  school  was  opened  in  1799»  under  a master  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
and  is  attended  occasionally  by  about  60  scholars ; but  as  many  of  the  children 
come  from  a distance,  and  several  are  kept  at  home  by  their  parents  to  work, 
the  attendance  is  irregular.  Such  children  as  belong  to  the  township  of  Wig- 
glesworth  are  taught  gratis,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  a few  of  the 
scholars  are  occasionally  taught  Latin. 

The  master  receives  a salary  of  30/.  a year  out  of  the  dividends,  with  occa- 
sional gratuities  also  from  the  trustees,  in  reward  of  his  exertions.  No  separate 
payment  or  provision  is  made  by  the  trustees  for  books  for  poor  children ; but 
after  deducting  the  payments  to  the  master,  and  a small  sum  expended  by  the 
trustees  at  their  meetings,  the  residue  of  the  dividends  is  reserved  for  contingent 
expenses,  and  carried  forward  in  account.  In  1816,  the  sum  of  33/.  19^.  ll^rf. 
was  received  by  the  trustees  for  returns  of  property-tax,  and  added  to  tire 
balance  then  in  hand  ; but  the  balance  has  been  since  considerably  reduced, 
by  payment  of  a solicitor’s  bill,  due  from  the  trustees. 

The  present  trustees  are,  the  vicar  of  Long  Preston,  the  Rev.  John  Clapham, 
vicar  of  Giggleswick,  and  Mr.  John  Geldard  and  Mr.  Richard  Carr,  both  of 
Long  Preston.  


V.  hitkirk. 
Do’.es. 


PARISH  OF  WHITKIRK. 
Doles. 


DONOTIS. 

Annual 

Amount. 

Objects  of 
Gift. 

Property  charged. 

By  whom  paid. 

£.  s.  d. 

Lady  Margaret  Gascoigne,! 
by  deed,  28lh  April  1573/ 

10  - - 

Poor  of  the  parish 

f Manor  of  Thorpe 
/ Stapleton. 

/Marchioness  of 
/ Hertford. 

AVilliam  Risliforth,  in  l6l6 

- 18  4 

Ditto 

J'Shop  in  the  Sham- 
t ties,  Leeds. 

— 

Richard  Heald,  senior  - "I 
Richard Heald, junior,  l631  J 

- 5 - 

Ditto 

fHolling’s  Close, 
< in  the  township 
[ ofScoles. 

! Mr.  Atkinson,  of 
/ Austhorp. 

William  Hancock,  by  will,/ 
July  17th,  1677  - -J 

4 - - 

/Poor  of  Seacroft 
/ and  Killingbeck. 

/Bull  Flat,  in  Sea- 
/ croft  township. 

/Paul  Blackburn, 
/ tenaut. 

These  doles,  with  the  exception  of  Rishforth’s,  are  regularly  paid  and  dis- 
tributed among  poor  persons,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 
Rishforth’s  has  also  been  duly  paid  and  distributed ; but  the  shop  on  which  it 
was  charged  has  been  lately  taken  down,  under  an  Act  for  the  improvement  of 
the  town  of  Leeds,  and  a proposal  has  been  made,  on  behalf  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  Act,  to  pay  to  the  parish  officers  of  Whitkirk  the  sum  of  19/., 
as  a compensation  for  the  charity,  which  proposal  it  seems  to  us  it  would  be 
prudent  to  accept. 


Askwith’s 


Yokk.]  for  inquiring  CONCERNING  CHARITIES. 


691 


Askwith’s  Charity. 

Nicholas  Askwith,  by  will,  dated  30th  September  1635,  devised,  to  be  paid  Wbitkirk. 

yearly,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  lands,  messuages  or  tenements,  in  

Paragon  Alley,  in  the  parish  of  Christ  Church,  London,  405.  to  the  vicar  for  the  Charity, 

time  being  of  the  parish  of  Whitkirk,  to  preach  two  sermons,  one  on  the  first  ^ ' 

Sunday  after  the  12th  August,  the  other  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  205.  to  the  parish 
clerk  of  Whitkirk,  and  5/.  for  the  relief  of  25  poor  men  and  women,  living 
within  the  parish  of  Whitkirk,  viz.  25.  a piece,  and  IO5.  to  the  churchwardens 
of  Whitkirk. 


The  amount  of  these  annuities  is  regularly  paid,  as  follows : — 
By  Christ’s  Hospital  - 

Messrs.  Salter  & Co.  in  respect  of  a house.  No.  50,  Newgate-street  - 
Mr.  J.  P.  Sullivan,  for  house.  No.  48,  Newgate-street  - _ _ 


i.  s.  d. 

4 5- 
25- 

2 - - 


The  money  is  divided  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will.  The  poor  per- 
sons are  nominated  by  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  half  of  them  being  of  the 
township  of  Temple  Newsam,  which  includes  the  hamlet  of  Whitkirk,  and  the 
other  half  being  of  Austhorpe  and  Seacroft  townships. 


The  School. 


The  school  charity  is  under  the  superintendence  of  a body  of  trustees,  chosen  The  School. 
,by  the  parishioners  at  a vestry  meeting.  The  school-room  was  built  by  sub- 
scription, on  land  belonging  to  the  vicar.  The  master  and  children  are 
nominated  by  the  trustees. 

The  only  endowment  from  which  the  schoolmaster  now  derives  any  benefit  is 
an  annuity  of  10/.,  given  by  the  will  of  Richard  Brooke,  in  I702,  for  the  en- 
couragement and  better  support  of  a schoolmaster,  and  charged  on  the  testator’s 
estate,  in  the  parish  of  Rothwell,  and  which  is  paid  by  Mr.  John  Farrer,  of 
Sutton,  near  Leeds. 

The  school  is  well  attended,  and  satisfactorily  conducted.  Six  of  the 
children  are  taught  as  free  scholars,  on  account  of  the  annuity  left  by  Richard 
Brooke. 

Roades’s  Gift. 

John  Roades^  by  will,  dated  29th  March  17H>  directed  his  executrix  to  pay  Roades’s  Gift. 

100/.  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Viscount  Irwin,  to  manage,  settle  or  put  out,  or 
so  employ  the  same,  as  the  yearly  interest  and  product  thereof  should  be  paid 
to  the  vicars  or  ministers  of  Whitkirk,  provided  they  preach  ten  sermons,  on 
Sunday  afternoons,  between  Midsummer  and  Michaelmas. 

The  interest  of  the  legacy  was  paid  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Smallpage,  the  late 
vicar,  until  his  death,  which  happened  in  September  1820;  but  it  has  never 
since  been  paid,  and  although  repeated  endeavours  have  been  made  by  the 
vicar  and  others,  to  ascertain  by  whom  the  interest  was  paid  to  Mr.  Smallpage, 
the  attempt  has  been  hitherto  unsuccessful. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  the  agent  of  Lady  Hertford,  the  descendant 
of  Lord  Irwin,  for  information  on  the  subject ; but  it  appears  from  his  answer, 
that  since  he  became  agent,  which  is  15  years  ago,  the  interest  has  never  been 
paid  by  him,  and  that  he  does  not  find  entries  of  the  payments  in  the  accounts 
of  former  stewards. 

Charities  Lost  or  Withheld. 

It  is  stated  in  the  table  of  benefactions,  that  John  RoadSy  in  1710-11,  Charities  lost  or 
charged  his  copyhold  estate,  v/ithin  the  manor  of  Temple  Newsam,  with  31.  per  withheld 
annum,  for  clothing  three  poor  people  ; that  John  Layster,  in  1717>  gave  20/., 
the  interest  of  it  to  be  yearly  distributed  among  poor  widows  ; that  John 
Thompsony  in  1718»  gave  20/.  the  interest  to  be  distributed  among  poor 
widows  of  Newsam  Green,  and  that  he  charged  his  copyhold  estate  with  205. 
per  annum  for  clothing  two  poor  children,  and  with  10 5.  per  annum  to  the 
vicar,  for  preaching  a charity  sermon  the  Sunday  after  Michaelmas  ; but  nothing 
has  been  paid  in  respect  of  these  charities  for  several  years,  and  no  satisfactory 
account  can  be  obtained  respecting  them. 
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WAPENTAKE  OF  STAINCLIFFE  AND  EWCROSS. 
PARISH  OF  ARNCLIFFE. 

Atkinson’s  Dole. 

Arnclifle.  It  appears  by  an  entry  in  an  old  churchwarden’s  book,  that  Thomas  Atkinson 

— 7 devised  to  three  persons  therein  named,  and  their  heirs,  a yearly  rent  or  sum  of 

Atkinson’s  Dole^  6/.,  to  be  distributed,  at  their  discretion,  among  the  poor  of  Aracliffe,  Litton 
and  Hawkeswick,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  grassing  upon  certain  pastures  and 
land  in  Arnecliffe,  in  the  entry  described,  provided  that  all  galds,  lags  and 
assessments,  were  first  allowed  out  of  the  said  rent  for  the  same. 

On  the  division  of  Arncliffe  pastures,  a piece  of  land  was  allotted  in  lieu  of 
the  above-mentioned  grassing,  and  the  rent-charge  is  paid  by  Mr.  James 
Hammond,  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Arncliffe, 
and  divided,  conformably  to  the  usage  which  has  prevailed,  into  two  equal  parts, 
one  of  them  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Arncliffe,  and  the  other  for  the  poor 
of  the  townships  of  Litton  and  Hawkeswick,  in  equal  portions,  and  the  shares 
are  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  the  respective  townships  ; but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  increase  of  the  assessments  deducted  from  the  rent-charge, 
the  sum  left  for  distribution  is  now  of  trifling  amount. 

Poor’s  Money. 

Poor’s  Money,  The  sum  of  10/.  formerly  given  to  the  poor  of  Arncliffe,  was  laid  out  on  the 
occasion  of  some  land,  called  Nab  End,  being  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  ; and  the  sum  of  9s.  a year,  the  interest  of  the 
benefaction,  is  paid  as  a charge  on  the  land,  and  is  distributed  with  Atkinson’s 
dole,  given  to  poor  persons  of  Arncliffe. 

Church  Land. 

Church  Land.  On  an  inclosure  of  part  of  the  township  of  Arncliffe,  two  pieces  of  land,  con- 
taining respectively  3r.  18p.  and  2r.  2p.,  were  set  out  for  the  repairs  of  the 
church,  and  the  winding-up  of  the  church  clock.  The  land  is  let  by  the  church- 
warden and  overseer,  at  the  rate  of  four  guineas  an  acre,  for  a term  of  eleven 
years,  and  the  rent  is  applied  to  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  the  payment  or 
allowance  for  winding-up  the  clock  being  ^/.  3^.  a year. 


CHAPELRY  OF  HALTON  GILL. 

Henry  Fawcett’s  Charity,  and  William  Fawcett’s  Charity. 

Halloa  Gill.  It  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  table  of  benefactions,  the  only  document  we 

, have  met  with  relating  to  the  charity,  that  Henry  Fawcett,  alderman  of  Norwich, 

it ^'^aad  * ^ gave  10/.  a year  to  the  minister  of  Halton  Gill,  for  teaching  poor  men’s 

William  Fawcett’s  children,  and  reading  service.  The  sum  of  10/.  a year  is  paid  on  account  of  this 
Charity.  gift,  as  a rent-charge  issuing  out  of  an  estate  at  Boughton,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  the  property  of  Lord  Suffield. 

William  Fawcett,  by  will,  dated  the  27th  April  1630,  reciting,  thatMarmaduke 
Fawcett,  his  nephew,  stood  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  630/.,  to  be  paid 
upon  certain  days,  under  an  assignment  of  a lease  for  a long  term  of  years,  of  an 
estate  at  Upper  or  Over  Hesledon,  therein  mentioned,  directed,  that  towards  the 
enlarging  of  the  gift  of  his  brother,  Henry  Fawcett,  deceased,  to  the  chapel  of 
Halton  Gill,  the  said  Marmaduke  Fawcett  should  be  discharged  of  the  said  debt, 
upon  condition,  that  within  two  years  after  the  testator’s  decease,  he  should 
make  a sufficient  assurance  for  the  payment  of  18/.  Qs.  8t/.  a year;  that  is  to 
say,  13/.  65.  8t/.  per  annum  to  a master  of  arts,  or  some  other  able  and  well 
qualified  scholar,  who  should  preach  the  word  of  God,  and  catechise  and  instruct 
the  younger  sort  of  people  of  the  town  of  Halton  Gill,  on  the  Sabbath  days,  in 
the  chapel  of  Halton  Gill,  and  also  instruct  the  children  of  the  said  parish 
on  the  week  days,  at  the  school-house  which  he,  the  testator,  had  built  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  rudiments  of  grammar  and  other  learning,  as  schoolmasters 
ought  to  do ; 205.  a year  for  two  sermons,  one  to  be  preached  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  5th  November  yearly,  in  the  parish  church  of  Arncliffe,  and  the  other  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  in  the  chapel  of  Halton  Gill,  in  remembrance  of 
their  deliverance  from  the  Popish  conspiracy  of  the  Gunpowder  Treason,  and 
4/.  a year,  the  remainder  of  the  18/.  65.  8t/.  to  the  poor  people  of  Litton 
Dale,  in  the  parish  of  Arncliffe,  to  be  distributed  amongst  them,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  minister  and  vestrymen  of  the  said  parish,  one  moiety  thereof  at  the 

church 
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church  or  chapel  aforesaid,  on  the  said  5th  November,  to  such  poor  as  should 
resort  thither  to  hear  the  sermon  ; and  the  testator  thereby  desired,  that  the 
school-house  whicli  he  had  built  at  Halton  Gill,  should  remain  to  the  use  of  the 
minister  that  should  serve  at  the  chapel,  to  instruct  the  children  and  dwell  in,  for 
his  more  convenience  and  readiness  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  place.  And  he 
desired,  that  any  of  his  kindred  who  should  be  thought  sufficient,  and. should 
have  proceeded  in  some  degree  at  the  university,  (for  such  he  would  have  all 
them  that  supplied  that  place),  should  be  preferred  to  the  same,  for  their  better 
maintenance,  before  any  other. 

Soon  after  the  testator’s  death,  the  yearly  sum  of  18/.  bi'.  8d.  was  charged, 
by  deed,  on  an  estate  at  Upper  Hesledon,  in  the  lordship  of  Litton ; but  for 
a long  time  past,  an  estate  at  Upper  Hesledon  has  been  held  by  the  curate  of 
Halton  Gill  for  the  time  being,  on  account  of  the  charity,  in  substitution  for  the 
rent-charge,  though  at  what  time,  or  under  what  circumstances,  this  substitu- 
tion was  made,  our  inquiries  have  not  enabled  us  to  discover. 

The  estate  in  the  curate’s  possession  consists  of  a farm-house,  and  some  acres 
of  inclosed  land,  together  with  88  acres,  or  thereabouts,  of  waste  land  on  Litton 
moor,  and  it  is  let  to  William  Stockdale,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  24/. 
per  annum,  which  is  represented  to  be  its  full  annual  value. 

The  payments  for  a sermon  in  Arncliffe  church,  and  for  the  poor  of  Litton 
dale,  have  been  advanced  proportionably  to  the  increase  of  income  derived 
from  the  charity,  13.S.  a year  being  paid  for  the  sermon,  and  5/.  4 s.  3d. 
a year  for  the  poor,  and  the  latter  sum  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of 
Litton  Dale,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor, -and  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  several  townships  lying  within  the  dale;  a certain  proportion  of  the  money 
being  assigned  for  each  township. 

The  curate  of  Halton  Gill  receives  the  sum  of  10/.  a year,  given  by  Henry 
Fawcett,  and  retains  the  surplus  rent  of  the  Over  Hesledon  estate,  and  he 
occupies  the  school-house  mentioned  in  the  will,  and  keeps  school  there  for 
the  instruction  of  children  of  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry  in  grammar  or  the 
dead  languages,  and  in  English,  the  children  being  taught  free,  except  that 
a moderate  quarterage  is  charged  for  teaching  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
to  the  children  of  such  parents  as  can  afford  to  pay  it.  The  present  curate  has 
kept  the  school  since  1776,  and  for  some  years  had  a considerable  number  of 
scholars,  but  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  there  were  ten  children  only  attending 
the  school,  for  four  of  whom  the  quarterage  was  paid. 

An  opinion  has  been  entertained,  that  an  additional  tract  of  land  on  Litton 
moor,  of  considerable  extent,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  last  curate,  was  occupied 
by  the  .same  person  who  held  the  farm  at  Upper  Hesledon  above  mentioned, 
belongs  of  right  to  the  charity.  This  tract  of  land  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
proprietor  of  an  adjoining  estate,  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  him,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  purchase  of  the  estate,  about  35  years  ago,  as  a part  of  or 
belonging  to  the  property  which  he  purchased.  Without  further  documentary 
evidence  respecting  the  charity  estate  than  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  we 
cannot  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claim,  the  only  ground  hitherto 
advanced  in  support  of  it  being  the  circumstance  of  the  land  having  been  once 
occupied  by  the  tenant  of  the  farm  now  in  the  curate’s  j)ossession. 

Topfield’s  Charity. 

Aclose  of  eightacres,  or  thereabouts,  in  tiie  towmshijHif  Settle,  and  a rent-charge 
of  50s.  a year,  issuing  out  of  a field  in  Halton,  called  Stepton  Field,  the  property 
of  the  Rev.  Richard  Dawson,  are  appropriated  by  the  donation,  as  is  understood, 
of  Elizabeth  Topfield,  a daughter  of  the  above-named  William  Fawcett,  to  the 
use  of  the  curate  of  Halton  Gill,  and  of  poor  persons  of  Halton  Gill  and  Arn- 
cliffe, three-fifths  of  the  rents  and  profits  being  payable  to  the  curate  for 
a sermon  on  the  29th  March,  yearly,  and  two- fifths  for  finding  clothes  for  the 
poor  people.  The  land  is  let  by  the  curate  to  Thomas  Brown,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  rent  of  4/.  10  5.  per  annum,  which,  as  the  tenant  has  laid  out  much  money 
in  improvements,  may  be  considered  not  an  improper  rent,  though  somewhat 
less  than  the  annual  value. 

The  sum  of  2/.  175-  a year,  set  apart  for  the  poor  as  their  share  of  the 
income,  is  applied,  according  to  established  custom,  in  the  purchase  of  six 
gowns,  which  are  given,  two  years  in  succession,  to  poor  women  of  Halton  Gill, 
and  the  third  year  to  poor  women  of  Arncliffe. 
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Litton  Dale  Poor’s  Money. 

The  sum  of  30  a benefaction  formerly  given  to  the  poor  of  Litton  Dale,  is 
secured  by  the  promissory  note  of  Mr.  William  Duckett,  of  Flavvkswick,  at  in- 
terest of  1 /.  8 s.  a year,  and  the  interest  is  divided  and  distributed  on  St.  Thomas’s 
day,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  money  yearly  paid  for  the  poor  of  Litton  Dale, 
under  William  Dawson’s  charity. 

CIIAPELRY  OF  II  U B B E R HO  LM  L. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BUCKDEN. 

Cattle  Gates. 

Seven  beast  gates,  or  28  sheep  gates,  upon  a pasture  called  Kirkgill,  are 
appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the  pooi’  of  the  chapelry  of  Hubberholme,  subject 
to  the  payment  of  65.  a year  to  the  minister  of  the  chapel,  for  a sermon  on  New 
Year’s  day. 

The  cattle  gates  are  let  yearly  to  the  best  bidder ; and  at  the  time  of  this 
inquiry,  were  let  for  {)l.  The  rent,  after  payment  of  the  sum  of  65.  to  the  curate, 
is  distributed  by  the  chapelwardens  among  poor  persons  of  the  chajielry. 

Tennant’s  Gift. 

Thomas  Tennant,  by  will,  dated  November  25th,  1734,  bequeathed  to  the 
poor  people  within  the  township  of  Buckden-in-Dale,  the  sum  of  10/.,  to  be 
put  forth  to  interest  by  his  executors  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

The  sum  of  10 5.  a year,  the  interest  of  the  benefaction,  is  paid  by  Jeffery 
I'ennant,  esquire,  in  respect  of  an  estate  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  donor, 
and  is  distributed  with  the  rent  of  the  cattle  gates. 

Wade’s  Gift. 

The  annual  sum  of  9 s.  is  paid  out  of  the  church  rate  for  the  poor  of  this 
township,  being  probably  the  interest  of  a benefaction  of  10/.,  formerly  given 
by  Elizabeth  Wade,  and  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Litton. 

There  is  also  a customary  payment  of  1^.  Ct/.,  made  out  of  the  tithes  of 
Litton,  which  is  added  to  the  former  charity. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  HAWKSWICK. 

Sparke’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  '20s.  a year,  understood  to  arise  from  a benefaction  of  Thomas 
Sparkes,  in  1731,  is  paid  by  Mr.  Joseph  Tennant,  in  respect  of  land  in  Hawks- 
wick,  of  which  he  is  proprietor,  and  is  duly  distributed  among  poor  persons  of 
Hawkswick. 


PARISH  OF  BENTHAM. 

Collingwood’s  Charity. 

IVtlliam  CoUing'icood,  by  will,  dated  the  18th  July  1726,  after  giving  several 
legacies  and  annuities,  gave  and  devised  as  follows: — “ It  is  my  will,  that  after 
the  legacies  which  I have  named  here,  are  satisfied,  as  to  what  is  tlie  residue  and 
remainder  in  the  funds,  I hereby  order  and  appoint  for  the  use  and  service  of  my 
wife,  for  her  life,  but  subject  to  such  limitations  as  I shall  here  name,  to  com- 
mence after  her  death.  F’urther,  in  case  any  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  I have 
given  an  annuity  for  life  or  lives,  shall  happen  to  die,  that  then  my  full  intent  is, 
that  every  such  respective  annuity  shall,  as  they  determine,  go  towards  the  pur- 
chase of  some  convenient  house  or  place,  in  Upper  Bentham,  as  an  hospital  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  six  old  decayed  housekeepers  in  that  parish, 
men  and  women,  six  of  each  sex  ; and  as  soon  as  there  is  a place  fit  for  their 
reception,  I order  3 5.  a week  a-piece  to  every  one  of  the  12,  for  their  support; 
none  to  be  admitted  but  those  w'ho  openly  profess  the  Church  of  England. 
F'urther,  as  to  a school  which  I intend  to  supply  with  two  masters,  to  instruct 
the  children  of  Upper  Bentham,  I do  hereby  order  for  the  support  of  the  upper 
master,  30  /.  a year,  and  to  the  under  master  201.  a year,  for  his  pains ; but  no 
master  to  be  admitted  who  has  not  been  educated  according  to  the  rules  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  meaning  to  exclude  the  pretensions  of  ail  who  may 
be  of  a narrower  education  ; I further  order  the  under  master  5 /.  a year  more 
to  his  salary,  for  his  pains,  in  instructing  the  boys  under  his  care,  in  writing  and 
arithmetic,  and  for  reading  of  prayers  twice  a week,  to  the  hospitallers ; I fur- 
ther order,  that  the  parson  of  the  parish,  and  his  successors,  together  with 
Robert  Cumberland  and  Jolin  Cumberland,  and  their  heirs,  whether  they  be  of 

the 
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the  number  of  the  12  of  the  said  parish  or  not,  my  will  is,  that  they  shall  have  Bentham. 

their  votes  of  equal  validity  with  the  rest  upon  all  occasions  relating  to  the  ^ . 

hospital;  and  I further  order,  William  Greenville,  esq.  of  York,  to  act  in  trust  ^°charit ^ 
and  confidence  for  these  charity  uses,  and  in  all  others  where  my  wife’s  concerns  contmm-L 

may  require  assistance.  Lastly,  I appoint  my  wife,  Sarah  Collingwood,  my  sole  

executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament.” 

The  will  was  proved  by  Sarah  Collingwood,  the  wddov/,  w'ho  afterwards  married 
Nicholas  Robinson,  esq.  ; and  after  her  death,  letters  of  administration  to  her 
effects,  and  letters  of  administration  de  bonis  non  of  the  effects  of  the  testator 
were  granted  to  the  said  N.  Robinson. 

By  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  the  20th  June,  6th  Geo.  2d,  in 
a cause  of  the  Attorney  General,  at  the  relation  of“  Goodall  and  others, 

57.  Nicholas  Robinson  and  William  Greenville,  it  was  decreed,  that  Nicholas 
Robinson  should  purchase  or  build  a convenient  house  in  Upper  Bentham,  for 
the  reception  of^the  six  poor  old  men  and  six  poor  old  women,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  will,  and  that  the  same  should  be  conveyed  to  the  trustees 
named  in  the  w'ill,  for  the  use  of  the  charity ; and  that  when  such  house  was 
provided,  the  12  poor  people  should  be  paid  35.  a-piece  per  w^eek,  and  it  was 
referred  to  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  court,  to  see  what  would  be  a proper  sum 
to  secure  the  payment  thereof  to  them  ; and  it  w’as  ordered,  that  Robinson 
should  lay  out  such  sum  of  money  in  the  purchase  of  freehold  lands,  which 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  charity,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time,  the  money  should  be  put  out  at  interest,  in  the  names  of  the' 
trustees  ; and  it  was  further  ordered,  that  the  Master  should  see  what  would  be 
a proper  sum  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  30/.  a year  to  the  upper 
schoolmaster,  and  25/.  a year  to  the  under  schoolmaster  of  the  school ; and  that 
the  same  should  be  laid  out  in  freehold  lands,  to  be  conveyed  in  the  like 
manner,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  money  should  be  placed  out  at 
interest. 

It  appears  by  the  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  suit,  which  was  depending  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  for  many  years,  that  N.  Robinson,  in  pursuance  of  the  direc- 
tions of  the  decree,  erected  an  hospital  in  Bentham,  for  the  12  almspeople,  which 
was  conveyed  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity  ; and  that  he  afterwards,  at  different 
times,  laid  out  several  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  4<,289  /.  l?^-  1 \d. 
in  the  purchase  of  old  South  sea  annuities,  in  the  names  of  the  trustees,  for  the 
charitable  purposes  in  the  wdll  mentioned ; that  the  trustees  erected  a school- 
house,  at  the  expense  of  111/,  and  upwards;  and  that  in  I76I,  the  sum  of 
3,150/.  was  laid  out  under  the  sanction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the 
purchase  of  the  estate,  now  held  in  trust  for  the  charity. 

No  part  of  the  old  South  sea  annuities  now  remains  standing  in  the  names  of 
the  trustees  ; part  was  sold  for  purchasing  the  estate,  and  other  part,  to  the 
amount  of  348  /.  I7  5.  6 (/.  stock  was  sold  in  1789,  and  the  produce  252/.  155.  Id. 
was  carried  to  the  general  current  account  of  the  charity.  It  does  not  dis- 
tinctly appear,  how  the  surplus  of  the  stock,  if  there  was  any  surplus  above  the 
amount  of  stock  sold  as  above-mentioned,  was  disposed  of  or  applied ; nor  on 
the  other  hand,  does  it  appear  from  the  papers  supplied  to  us,  out  of  what  funds 
were  ultimately  defrayed,  the  charges  of  building  the  school,  the  costs  of  the 
suit,  and  the  advances,  which  it  appears  by  the  proceedings  in  the  cause,  were 
made  by  the  trustees  for  payment  of  the  sti})ends  and  salaries  of  the  almspeople 
and  schoolmasters,  at  a time  when  the  dividends  of  the  stock  then  already  pur- 
chased by  Robinson  were  insufficient  for  that  purpose.  We  are  informed,  that 
endeavours  were  made,  about  45  years  ago,  by  further  proceedings  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  recover  from  the  persons  interested  under  the  will  of  Robinson, 
who  died  in  1753,  some  further  sums  on  account  of  the  charity,  but  that  the 
attempt  failed,  in  consequence  of  its  being  considered,  that  the  estate  which  had 
been  purchased  was  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  founder’s  will. 

The  charity  estate,  which  is  partly  freehold  and  partly  leasehold,  for  terms  of 
2,000  years,  was  originally  conveyed  and  assigned  in  I76I , to  01i\er  Martin, 
rector  of  the  parish  of  Bentham,  Richard  Cumberland,  John  Cumberland,  and 
eight  other  trustees,  being  sidesmen  of  the  parish,  upon  trust,  for  the  charitable 
uses  and  purposes  mentioned  in  the  will,  and  the  estate  was  subsequently  con- 
veyed and  assigned  by  the  then  surviving  trustees,  by  deeds,  dated  the  3d  and 
4th  December  I7S7,  to  new  trustees,  including  the  Rev.  Thomas  Butler,  rector 
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of  Bentham,  the  said  Richard  Cumberland,  and  the  husbands  of  the  two  co- 
heiresses of  the  said  John  Cumberland,  upon  the  same  trusts. 

In  the  last  mentioned  deeds,  the  freehold  part  of  the  estate  is  described  as 
a capital  messuaoe,  farm  and  tenement,  called  New  Plouse,  situate  within  the 
the  township  of  Easington,  in  the  parish  of  Slaidbnrn,  in  tlie  county  of  York, 
and  several  closes  and  parcels  of  land  thereto  belonging,  called  by  the  several 
names  therein  mentioned,  containing  in  the  whole  212  a.  1 r.  21  p.  of  customary 
measure  ; a messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  called  Lower  Hasgill,  with  several  closes 
thereto  belonging,  called  by  the  several  names  therein  mentioned,  containing 
.95  a.  & 3r.  and  four  flatts ; and  a messuage,  farm  or  tenement,  called  Higher 
Hasgill,  with  the  several  closes  thereunto  belonging,  called  by  the  names  therein 
mentioned;  and  also  100  sheep,  then  let,  and  usually  enjoyed  with  the  said 
ancient  messuage,  called  New  House : and  the  leasehold  part  of  the  estate  is 
described  as  a farm  or  tenement,  called  Eliots,  and  several  closes  or  parcels  of 
, land  thereunto  belonging,  called  by  the  names  therein  mentioned.  The  estate 
contains  altogether  about  010  acres,  to  parts  of  which  there  are  rights  of  com- 
mon belonging,  and  it  is  let  to  John  Brennan,  on  lease  for  21  years,  of  which  five 
are  unexpired,  at  the  annual  rent  of  210/.  A considerable  part  of  the  land  is 
high  ground,  and  is  not  cultivated  or  capable  of  cultivation  ; but  the  land  will 
probably  admit  of  an  advance  of  rent  at  the  expiration  of  the  term. 

The  land-tax  on  the  whole  of  the  estate  was  redeemed  some  years  ago,  at  the 
expense  of  120/. 

The  rents  are  received  by  one  of  the  trustees,  who  acts  as  treasurer. 

The  hos])ital  is  occupied  by  12  almspeople,  namely,  0 widow's  and  G widowers, 
who  are  generally  selected  from  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  tow'uship  of 
Bentham,  being  the  most  proper  objects  of  charity. 

The  school  is,  by  usage,  free  for  the  children  of  inhabitants  both  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Bentham.  The  principal  master  teaches  the  boys  placed  under 
him  for  that  purpose  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  the  under-master 
gives  instruction  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  There  are  about  80  or 
’90  children  in  the  school,  and  they  are  taught  as  free  scholars,  without  charge, 
though  a gratuity,  called  a cockpenny,  the  amount  of  which  is  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  parents,  is  usually  paid  at  Shrovetide.  An  additional  assistant 
is  also  employed  for  teaching  the  youngest  scholars,  and  he  receives  a salary, 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  parochial  rates. 

The  income  arising  from  the  estate,  after  defraying  all  necessary  expenses 
of  repairs  of  the  hospital  and  of  the  trust,  is  divided  among  the  two  school- 
masters and  the  almspeople,  in  proportion  to  the  salaries  and  allowances  given 
to  them  respectively  by  the  will,  favour  however  being  show'u  to  the  alms- 
people in  the  calculation,  to  such  a degree,  as  to  prevent  their  stipends  from 
being  of  fractional  amount. 

£.  s.  ei. 


In  18-23,  The  stipend  p-aid  to  the  nraster  was  - 
To  the  uuder-iiiaster 

To  the  12  almspeople,  each  of  them  12/.,  paid  monthly, 
in  sums  of  1 /.  a piece  - - - . - 


45  - - 
35  ~ ~ 

144  - - 


£. 


•224  - 


A meeting  of  the  trustees  is  held  annually  in  July,  at  wdiich  the  accounts  are 
examined  and  settled. 

Thomas  Baynes’s  Gift. 

Thomas  harness  T/iomos  Baj/ties,  by  w'ill,  dated  the  Tth  March  1725,  devised  all  his  mes- 
siiages,  lands  and  tenements,  at  Mewith,  within  the  parish  of  Bentham,  after 
the  decease  of  his  wife,  unto  the  then  rector  of  Bentham,  and  his  successors, 
rectors  ol‘  Bentham  for  the  time  being,  upon  trust,  that  upon  want  of  a fit 
schoolmaster  for  the  town  of  Over  Bentham,  they  should  nominate  and  elect  a 
schoolmaster  there,  being  a sober  diligent  and  pious  person,  and  having  suffi- 
cient knowledge  in  the  English,  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  and  able  competently 
to  w'rite,  cypher  and  cast  accounts,  ami  who  should  dwell  in  the  towm  of  Over 
Bentham,  and  should,  in  such  things  as  aforesaid,  instruct  all  such  children  as 
should  be  committed  to  his  care,  being  the  children  of  parents  within  the  parish 
of  Bentham,  as  by  reason  of  their  poxert  y receive  alms  for  their  maintenance,  such 
poor  children  to  be  taught  free,  without  any  [)aymeiit  or  gratuity  whatsoevei’, 
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and  to  be  also  instructed  by  such  master  in  the  principles  of  the  religion  of  Benihata. 

the  Church  of  England.  And  his  will  was,  that  the  schoolmasters  for  the  

time  time  being  at  Over  Bentham,  should  possess,  enjoy,  and  demise  the  said  Thom^_Bayness 
messuages  and  premises  in  Mewith,  and  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  conthued. 

their  own  proper  use  ; and  that  if  any  such  schoolmaster  should,  inthejudg- / 

ment  of  the  rector  of  Bentham  for  the  time  being,  be  negligent  in  his  duty, 
and  be  guilty  of  loose  or  wicked  behaviour,  or  of  any  notorious  crime,  the 
rector  should  displace  him,  and  elect  another  fit  person  in  his  stead. 

The  property  devised  by  the  will  consists  of  a house,  barn  and  four  fields,  in 
the  township  of  Bentham,  containing  about  10  acres  of  land,  which  are  let  to 
Christopher  Bateson,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  12/.  of  which  the 
tenant  is  allowed  to  retain  at  present  2/.  a year  for  the  purposes  of  draining  and 
improvements.  The  land  is  let  for  its  value.  The  usual  mode  of  administering 
this  charity  is  by  paying  the  rent  to  the  head  master  of  Collingwood’s  school, 
as  an  augmentation  of  his  stipend,  that  school  affording  the  means  of  education 
for  all  the  children  of  the  township  of  Over  Bentham,  and  the  rent  is  accordingly 
received  by  the  present  master. 

Isabel  Baynes’s  Charity. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  bearing  date  the  12th  March  1738, 

Isabel  Baynes,  widow,  conveyed  unto  John  Ellershaw,  Richard  Easterby  and 
John  Hodgson,  and  their  heirs,  a dwelling-house  in  Lower  Bentham,  with  a 
barn,  a cottage,  a close  of  3 roods,  called  the  Bank,  and  a garden  adjoining  to 
the  dwelling-house  ; and  also  two  closes,  called  Little  Ellergill  and  Great  Eller- 
gill.  with  a little  house  standing  therein,  situate  in  Over  Bentham,  and 
containing  by  estimation  5 acres,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the 
premises  to  pay  405.  to  a schoolmaster  at  Lower  Bentham,  for  teaching  such 
5 poor  children  within  Lower  Bentham,  as  by  the  trustees  should  be  thought 
the  properest  objects  of  charity,  and  to  apply  the  remainder  of  the  yearly  profits 
of  the  premises  towards  the  maintenance  and  education  of  such  poor  boy  as 
should,  by  the  trustees,  be  chosen  to  be  educated  at  the  free  school  at  Over 
Bentham,  such  boy  being  11  years  of  age  when  he  should  first  go  to  that  school; 
and  upon  trust,  in  case,  at  any  time  there  should  not  be  a boy  whom  the  trus- 
tees should  think  fit  to  send  to  the  school  at  Over  Bentham,  then  that  they 
should  distribute  the  remainder  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  and  amongst  the  poor 
housekeepers  within  Lower  Bentham,  in  such  shares  and  proportions  as  they, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  should  think  fit ; And  it  was  thereby  provided, 
that  when  any  one  or  two  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  or  survivor 
should  elect  a new  trustee  or  trustees ; but  if  the  method  therein  prescribed  for 
appointment  of  new  trustees  should  fail,  and  there  should  be  no  person  to 
execute  the  trusts,  then  that  the  said  trusts,  and  the  execution  thereof,  should 
be  vested  in  the  rector  of  Bentham  for  the  time  being. 

• The  property  derived  under  this  gift  consists  of  two  closes,  called  Great  and 
Little  Ellergills,  situate  in  Over  Bentham,  containing  together  6 acres  of  land 
or  somewhat  less,  and  3 or  4 houses,  with  a garden  and  small  piece  of  ground 
of  about  3 roods,  in  Lower  Bentham,  called  the  Bank,  and  an  allotment  of 
1 acre,  or  thereabouts,  also  in  Lower  Bentham. 

' The  Ellergills  are  let  to  Margaret  Massenger,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  11  /.  which  is  the  fair  annual  value.  The  houses  are  let  to  poor  persons 
at  low  rents,  amounting  together  to  10/.  105.  per  annum,  the  taxes  for  which 
are  generally  paid  out  of  the  poor  rates.  The  piece  of  land,  called  the  Bank, 
and  the  allotment,  are  let  for  1/.  125.  a year,  which  is  their  full  value. 

The  rector  for  the  time  being  is  now  the  sole  acting  trustee. 

The  clear  rents,  after  deducting  necessary  expenses,  are  divided  by  the  over- 
seer and  parish  clerk,  with  the  consent  of  the  rector,  among  poor  housekeepers 
belonging  to  the  township,  in  different  sums,  according  to  their  necessities,  the 
most  needy  and  industrious  being  preferred.  It  has  long  been  customary  to 
divide  the  money  in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  instead  of  applying  it  in 
sending  children  to  school,  the  405.  a year,  given  for  that  purpose,  being  too 
small  a sum  for  the  education  of  5 children,  and  all  the  children  of  Lower 
Bentham  being  admitted  as  free  scholars  into  the  school  at  Upper  Bentliam. 

A regular  account  is  kept  of  the  receipt  and  application  of  the  rents. 
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Mrs.  Longstaffe’s  Charity. 

Mrs.  Longstaffe,  who  died  in  or  about  the  year  1713,  by  her  will  left  200/., 
the  interest  thereof  to  be  yearly  distributed  amongst  poor  inhabitants  or  house- 
keepers living  within  the  parish  of  Benthain,  in  such  proportions  and  manner, 
as  the  rector  of  Bentham,  and  sidesmen  of  the  said  parish  or  tovvnship,  should 
think  proper,  and  she  directed  the  money  to  be  laid  out  in  a purchase  of  lands, 
the  rents  thereof  to  be  distributed  as  aforesaid. 

The  sum  of  200/.  bequeathed  by  the  will,  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
a messuage,  garden,  croft,  barn,  and  some  land  in  the  township  of  Over  Ben- 
tham, containing  together  4 a.  &;  20 p.,  which  were  conveyed,  by  indentures  of 
the  29th  and  30th  April  1743,  to  William  Wilson  and  four  others,  and  their 
heirs,  in  trust,  that  they,  with  the  rector  of  Bentham,  and  sidesmen  and  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Bentham,  should  distribute  the  clear  rent  amongst  the 
poor  housekeepers,  inhabitants  within  or  belonging  to  and  settled  within  the 
parish  or  township  of  Bentham,  in  such  proportions  as  they,  or  the  greater 
number  of  them,  at  a yearly  meeting,  to  be  appointed  by  a notice  in  the  church, 
to  be  given  the  Sunday  preceding,  should  think  fit. 

The  house  is  let  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  at  the  annual  rent  of  4/.  4^. ; 
and  the  land  (including  also  an  allotment  of  five  acres,  or  thereabouts,  made  in 
respect  of  the  charity  estate)  to  Robert  Middlebrooke,  as  yearly  tenant,  at 
22  /.  a year.  The  premises  are  all  let  for  their  fair  value. 

The  clear  rents,  after  deducting  7^*  a year  for  a salary  to  the  parish  clerk  for 
keeping  the  accounts,  and  the  expenses  of  the  meeting  of  the  sidesmen  and 
poor  people  at  the  distribution,  are  distributed  among  poor  housekeepers 
belonging  to  the  parish,  who  have  not  received  above  1 /.  Is.  in  the  course  of 
the  year  in  parochial  relief. 

A benefaction  of  27/.  10s.,  giv^en  by  some  person  unknown,  the  interest  of 
which  used  to  be  given  away  with  Mrs.  Longstaffe’s  charity,  was  laid  out  in 
building  a wall  on  part  of  the  allotment  above  mentioned. 

Rimmington’s  Charity. 

By  a deed,  dated  the  28th  October  1723,  Timothy  Rimmington,  in  consi- 
deration of  12/.,  paid  by  Ralph  Baynes,  conveyed  a messuage,  with  the  garden, 
onset,  and  lands  thereto  belonging,  in  Stoney  Gate,  in  Nether  Bentham,  to  the 
use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Bentham. 

This  property  consists  of  three  small  houses,  with  gardens  to  each,  which  are 
occupied  by  poor  persons  put  in  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 


PARISH  OF  HORTON-IN-RIBBLESDALE. 

The  Free  Grammar  School. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  release  dated  25th  January  1725, 
John  Armitstead  conveyed  to  Christopher  Litton,  and  three  others,  whom  he 
appointed  trustees  and  governors,  for  the  purposes  after  mentioned,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  a messuage  called  Dubcoats,  and  another  messuage,  with  divers 
closes  and  beast  gates  in  the  township  of  Horton,  and  the  third  part  of  the 
herbage  and  turbary  upon  the  south  end  of  Fawcett’s  moor,  in  Penneghent, 
within  the  said  township,  for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  500  years,  which  he 
had  in  the  premises,  in  trust,  that  after  his  decease,  the  said  trustees  and  gover- 
nors should  elect  a fit  and  able  schoolmaster  to  teach  and  instruct  youth  and 
children  in  the  school,  situate  in  Horton  in  Ribblesdale,  called  Horton  School, 
such  schoolmaster  to  be  a single  unmarried  man,  in  priest’s  or  deacon’s  orders, 
and  that  the  trustees  and  governors  should  annually  employ  the  rentsand  profits  of 
the  premises  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  schoolmastei’,  to  be  paid  half  yearly, 
and  that  the  school  should  be  free  for  such  children  and  youth  only,  as  should 
be  resident  and  inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Horton  in  Ribblesdale,  and  not 
elsewhere  ; and  it  was  thereby  declared,  that  on  the  death  of  any  of  the  trus- 
tees, the  survivors  should  elect  another  person  from  the  substantial  inhabitants 
of  Horton,  to  be  a trustee  of  the  charity,  so  that  the  number  of  four  trustees 
should  be  always  kept  up. 

By  his  will  dated  20th  March  1725,  the  said  John  Armitstead  bequeathed  to 
the  trustees  the  sum  of  200/.,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  be 
settled  to  the  like  uses,  as  in  the  deed  mentioned. 
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The  legacy  of  200/.  was  laid  out  in  1751,  together  with  the  sums  of  10/.  and 
9 /.,  given  by  persons  named  Clapham  and  Sedgwick,  respectively,  for  educating 
children,  and  100/.  given  by  Thomas  Heslede?!,  4-5ths  thereof  for  educating  chil- 
dren, and  l'5th  for  buying  them  books,  in  the  purchase  of  some  land  and  cattle- 
gates  at  Settle,  and  an  allotment  of  land  has  since  been  awarded,  in  lieu  of  the 
catttlegates. 

The  property  comprised  in  the  deed  of  1725,  consists  of  a farm-house,  with 
several  closes  of  land,  and  pasture  for  53  sheep  on  Horton  moor,  and  is  let  to 
William  Lund,  for  seven  years  from  April  1824,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  90/.  for 
the  first  three  years,  and  100/.  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  ; and  the  proj>ertv 
at  Settle,  which  comprises  about  35  acres  of  land,  is  let  to  William  Hewson,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  60/.  a year.  Both  estates  are  let  at  the  fair  annual  value. 

The  school  appears  to  have  been  uniformly  conducted  as  a Latin  and  English 
school,  by  a master  and  an  usher,  the  former  being  always  in  holy  orders,  and 
frequently  the  minister  of  the  parish.  It  is  free  for  the  children  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  parish  of  Horton  only,  but  at  different  times  it  has  been  much 
resorted  to  by  scholars  from  a distance,  and  has  had  considerable  celebrity  as 
a classical  school.  The  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Horton,  are 
admitted  as  free  scholars,  on  application  to  the  master,  and  taught  gratuitously; 
such  of  them  whose  parents  desire  it,  in  the  dead  languages,  and  all  in  fniglisn, 
writing  and  arithmetic.  The  average  number  of  scholars  is  represented  to 
be  about  50,  but  five  only,  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  appeared  to  be  receiving 
instruction  in  the  elements  of  a classical  education,  and  two  only  of  the  scholars 
were  from  other  places  than  Horton. 

Previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  present  master,  in  1821,  the  management 
of  the  school  property  appears  to  have  been  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  master, 
for  the  time  being,  and  he  used  to  receive  the  rents  himself,  and  provide  an 
usher  for  the  school,  of  his  own  appointment,  at  his  own  expense  ; but  the  trus- 
tees have  lately  taken  the  management  of  the  property  into  their  own  hands, 
and  have  made  a regulation  for  the  distribution  of  the  income,  by  which  the 
rents  (the  sum  of  15/.  being  first  deducted)  are  divided  into  three  parts,  of 
which  two  are  paid  to  the  master,  and  one  third,  after  deducting  QOs.  a year, 
laid  out  in  buying  books  for  the  scholars,  in  respect  of  Hesleden’s  gift,  is 
applied,  together  with  the  sum  of  15/.,  above  mentioned,  in  payment  of  the 
salary  of  an  usher,  appointed  by  the  trustees,  (at  present  35/.  per  annum),  and 
in  repairs  and  improvements  on  the  estates.  The  trustees  have  also  made  a 
regulation,  restricting  the  master  of  the  school  from  taking  scholars  from  other 
places  than  the  parish  of  Horton,  without  their  authority,  though  they  have 
given  a general  permission  to  the  present  master,  to  receive  as  many  children 
from  other  parishes,  as  he  can  educate,  without  prejudice  to  the  free  scholars. 
It  is  alleged,  that  the  repairs,  &c.  of  the  school  property  were  not  duly  at- 
tended to,  which  seems  a sufficient  reason  for  the  trustees  entering  into  the 
management  of  the  estates,  and  the  receipt  of  the  rents ; but  the  authority  of 
appointing  the  usher  by  the  trustees,  seems  questionable,  and  it  appears  to  us, 
that  if  the  school  is  to  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a grammar  school,  which  by 
usage,  if  not  by  the  terms  of  the  deed  of  endowment,  it  seems  to  a certain  extent 
at  least  to  be,  the  propriety  of  limiting  the  admission  of  foreigners,  or  boys  from 
a distance,  into  the  school,  may  well  be  doubted,  as  the  tendency  of  that  regu- 
lation is  to  reduce  the  number  of  boys  receiving  an  education  in  the  learned 
languages  to  a small  amount,  and  in  consequence  to  lower  the  character,  and 
impair  the  utility  of  the  institution  as  a grammar  school.  As  far  as  the  school 
is  to  be  considered  an  English  school,  it  appears  to  be  properly  conducted  at 
present. 

Preston  Poor’s  Land. 

This  property,  which  consists  of  a farm-house,  out-buildings,  and  10  acres  of 
land,  at  Long  Preston,  was  originally  purchased  in  or  about  the  year  1758,  with 
the  sum  of  l65  /.  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Horton,  and  50/.  given 
hy  Richard  Green,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  among  poor  housekeepers, 
within  the  lower  division  of  the  parish;  and  it  was  conveyed  to  four  persons  as 
trustees,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
Horton,  for  the  time  being,  to  let  the  same,  and  apply  the  rents  and  profits  for 
the  benefit  of  poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish,  and  those  of  the  lower  division, 
in  porportion  to  the  sums  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
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HoTton-in-  The  property  is  under  the  management  of  trustees,  being  owners  of  land  in 
llibblesdale,  the  parish,  chosen  from  the  descendants  or  representatives  of  the  first  trustees, 
PrestorTpoor’s  let  to  Bamabas  Battingly,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  2G/,  a year,  which  is  the 

" utmost  value. 

contwned.  The  rents,  after  providing  for  repairs  on  the  estate,  are  distributed  by  the 

trustees  at  Christmas,  in  the  presence  of  the  parish  officers,  and  some  of  the 

principal  inhabitants,  among  poor  housekeepers  of  the  parish,  and  of  the  lower 
division,  in  different  sums,  corresponding  to  the  size  and  necessities  of  families, 
the  distribution  being  confined,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  poor  not  receiving 
parochial  relief.  There  has  been  a considerable  expenditure  in  repairing  the 
farm-house,  which  has  diminished  of  late  the  fund  distributed. 

The  Poor  Folks  Close. 


The  Poor  Folks 
Close. 


This  close,  which  contains  about  an  acre  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Horton,  is 
under  the  management  also  of  the  trustees  of  the  Long  Preston  estate,  and  is 
let  to  Richard  Clapham,  as  tenant,  from  three  years  to  three  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  4/.  or  thereabouts.  The  rents  are  distributed  with  those  of  the 
Long  Preston  farm. 

Redmayne’s  Gift. 


Redmayne’s  Gift.  The  sum  of  15 1.  given,  as  supposed,  by  a Mrs,  Ann  Redmai/ne,  for  the  poor 
of  this  parish,  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  of  Long  Preston, 
farmer,  at  interest  of  four  and  a half  per  cent.  The  money  has  been  for  a long 
time  in  Mr.  Moore’s  family,  and  they  have  been  used  to  distribute  the  interest 
among  four  poor  persons  of  Horton,  on  the  1st  March,  preferring  such  as  are 
understood  to  be  of  kin  to  the  donor. 


PARISH  OF  KETTLEWELL. 

Faavcett’s  Dole. 

Kettlewell,  The  sum  of  105.  a year,  given  by  George  Faucetly  for  poor  people,  is  paid  in 

Fawceu^Dole  I nspect  of  a farm  in  Kettlewell,  belonging  to  Mr.  Thomas  Coates.  The  money 
is  distributed  by  the  tenant  of  the  farm  among  poor  persons  of  the  parish,  at  his 
discretion,  according  to  the  usage  which  has  long  prevailed. 


Charities  for  Education. 

Charities  for  Solomo7i  Swale  built  a school-house  on  the  waste  at  Kettlew'ell,  and  gave  five 
Education.  sheepgates  on  Middles  moor,  for  keeping  the  buildings  in  repair.  The  vicar 
of  Kettlewell,  for  the  time  being,  and  eight  other  persons,  chosen  by  the  inha- 
bitants, act  as  trustees  or  managers  of  the  school,  which  is  now  conducted  on  the 
national  school  system.  An  allotment  of  tw^o  acres,  or  thereabouts,  was  given 
on  the  division  of  the  moor  some  years  ago,  in  lieu  of  the  sheepgates,  and  it  is  let 
by  the  trustees  to  William  Tennants,  for  five  years,  at  a rent  of  betw'een  4 1.  and 
5 /.  per  annum,  being  the  full  annual  value. 

The  trustees  appl  y the  rent  as  occasion  requires,  to  the  repairing  of  the  school- 
house.  In  1823  considerable  repairs  were  done,  which  exhausted  the  whole  of 
the  fund  then  in  hand. 

The  yearly  sum  of  305.,  given  by  some  person  unknown,  for  the  education  of 
three  poor  children,  is  paid  in  respect  of  seven  or  eight  acres  of  land  in  Ket- 
tlew'ell,  the  property  of  Jacob  Elston,  to  a schoolmaster,  for  teaching  three  poor 
children,  nominated  by  the  school  trustees,  to  read  and  write. 

Lost  Charities. 

Lost  Chariiles.  There  are  some  doles  and  small  charities  mentioned  in  the  table  of  bene- 
factions, amounting  together  to  2/.  105.  a year,  in  respect  of  which  nothing 
has  been  paid  for  several  years,  and  from  the  want  of  documents  and  proper 
evidence  to  establish  liability  to  pay  thern,  it  appears  to  us  that  no  attempt  to 
recover  them  w'puld  be  successful. 
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PARISH  OF  KIRBY  IN  MALHAM  DALE. 

The  Free  Grammar  School. 

John  Topham,  by  deed,  dated  the  12tli  October,  1606,  from  the  good-will  Kirby-in-Malham- 
he  bore  to  Benjamin  Lambert,  deceased,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  charitable  Dale, 
work  mentioned  in  his  will,  should  not  be  hindered,  conveyed  unto  Josias  Lam-  PreT^a 
bert,  and  other  feoffees  therein  named,  all  the  lands,  cottages,  rents  and  inheri-  ^ 

tances  arising  of  the  manor  of  Kirby  and  Hanlith,  devised  by  the  will  of  the  said  ^ 

Benjamin  Lambert,  (which  is  therein  stated  to  have  been  void  in  law),  in  trust, 
to  the  use  and  for  the  salary  or  stipend  of  a schoolmaster,  to  be  elected  by  the 
feoffees  for  teaching  a free  grammar  school  in  Kirby,  the  said  rents  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  schoolmaster,  for  the  time  being,  who  in  consideration  of  such,  his 
stipend,  should  freely  teach  all  and  every  scholar,  as  well  poor  as  rich,  who 
should  repair  unto  the  school  to  be  taught,  and  that  when  any  of  the  feoffees 
should  die,  and  his  heir  should  not  be  thought  worthy  by  the  greater  number 
to  have  a place  among  them,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  survivors  to  elect 
another  man  of  the  parish,  provided  the  owner  of  Calton  Hall  were  always  one. 

The  only  property  which  the  charity  is  known  to  have  acquired  under  this 
endowment,  consists  of  sundry  small  annual  payments  or  quit-rents,  issuing 
o.ut  of  certain  cottages,  lands  and  tenements  in  Kirby  and  Hanlith,  and  paid  by 
the  proprietors  thereof.  A list  of  the  payments  is  kept  by  the  schoolmaster  for 
the  time  being,  by  which  they  appear  to  amount  altogether  to  10  /.  a year,  or 
thereabouts,  and  to  be  collected  from  about  28  different  proprietors. 

An  addition  to  the  income  of  the  master  has  been  made,  by  a donation  of  50/. 
given  to  the  school  by  Robert  and  Joseph  Parker,  which  was  laid  out  in  1787, 
in  the  purchase  of  some  cattle  gates,  on  a stinted  pasture  at  West  Malham, 
called  Pikedhaw,  yielding  one  year  with  another,  about  51.  5s.  per  annum,  and 
by  the  dividends  of  200/.  stock,  3 per  cent  consols,  arising  from  the  benefaction 
of  a Mrs.  An7i  Nelson.  The  cattle  gates  and  stock  are  vested  and  stand  in  the 
name  of  the  trustees  of  the  school,  and  the  produce  of  the  quit-rents,  cattle- 
gates  and  stock,  are  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  subject  to  an  occasional  deduc- 
tion for  repairs  of  the  building  in  which  the  school  is  kept.  The  school  is  con- 
ducted both  as  a Latin  and  English  school.  All  boys  of  parents  residing  in  the 
parish,  who  attend  to  receive  a classical  education,  are  instructed  as  free 
scholars,  and  any  other  children  who  apply  for  admission,  are  instructed  in 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  on  moderate  terms,  fixed  by  the  trustees.  The 
number  of  grammar  scholars  , has  been  on  the  decline  for  some  years,  owing  as 
it  is  said,  to  the  little  demand  in  the  place  for  that  branch  of  learning,  and  at 
the  time  of  this  inquiry,  there  were  only  three  scholars  of  that  description  ; but 
the  school  is  well  attended  as  an  English  school,  the  number  amounting  to 
between  20  and  30  on  an  average. 

The  trustees  are  kept  up  by  election,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  surviving 
trustees,  the  owner  of  Calton  Hall  being  always  one. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  KIRBY  IN  MALHAM  DALE. 

Poor’s  Cattle  Gates. 

The  sum  of  50/.  given  by  some  person  unknown,  was  laid  out  in  1758  in  the  Kirby-in-Malham- 
purchase  of  six  cattle  gates  on  a stinted  pasture,  called  Malham  Griesdale,  Dale, 
which  were  assigned  by  indenture,  dated  6th  April  in  that  year,  for  the  re-  Poor’s  Cattle  Gates 
mainder  of  a term  of 700  years,  to  the  then  minister  and  churchwardens,  and  their 
successors,  in  trust,  to  distribute  the  annual  profits  among  poor  persons  of  the 
parish,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  on  the  Wednesday  next  after  every  Easter 
week. 

The  further  sum  of  100  /.  left  by  the  will  of  Thomas  Wilson,  the  interest  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Kirby  Malham  Dale,  was  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  seven  other  cattle  gates  on  the  said  pasture,  which  were 
conveyed  by  two  several  indentures,  both  dated  26th  April  1796,  to  trustees 
upon  trust,  to  permit  and  suffer  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Kirby  Mal- 
ham Dale,  for  the  time  being,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  among  poor  persons 
within  the  parish,  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  at  the  discretion  of  the  church- 
wardens, or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  vestry  assembled. 
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Kirby-in-Malham-  The  thirteen  cattle  gates  are  let  every  year  in  Easter  week,  at  a public  meet- 

Oale.  to  the  best  bidder,  and  the  rent,  which  is  paid  in  advance  on  the  day  of 

Poor’s  Cattle  Gates  letting,  is  divided  between  the  eight  townships  within  the  parish,  according  to 
continued.  ’ the  sums  they  severally  contribute  to  the  church  rates,  and  the  several  portions 
' are  distributed  in  each  township  by  the  overseer  among  poor  persons  not  receiv- 

ing parochial  relief.  The  cattle  gates  produce  at  present  about  145.  a piece 
per  annum. 

Poor’s  Land. 

Poor’s  Land.  A piece  of  land,  called  Hewitt  Close,  in  the  township  of  Kirby,  containing 
1 A.  2r.,  or  thereabouts,  is  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  that  township,  and  is  let 
by  the  overseers  to  the  best  bidder  once  a year;  the  rent,  which  may  be  estimated 
at  about  245.  a year,  is  distributed  among  poor  people  of  the  township. 


Airton,  Calton, 
and  Scosthrop. 

Ellis’s  Charity. 


TOWNSHIPS  OF  AIRTON,  CALTON  AND  SCOSTHROP. 

Ellis’s  Charity. 

By  deed  poll,  dated  26th  September  1709,  Alice  Ellis,  widow  and  executrix 
of  William  Ellis,  assigned  her  house,  gardens,  and  parcels  of  arable,  meadow  and 
pasture  ground,  in  the  township  and  liberties  of  Airton,  and  the  turbary  upon  the 
moors  belonging  thereto,  then  in  her  possession,  either  by  the  gift  of  her  hus- 
band, or  by  virtue  of  her  executorship,  being  leasehold,  and  all  her  right  therein, 
to  Henry  Jackson,  and  five  others,  their  executors,  &c.  for  999  years,  and  such 
further  term  as  should  remain  in  any  of  the  leases  or  assignments  tliereof,  in  trust, 
to  let  the  same  to  farm  unto  such  person  or  persons  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
as  should  willingly  at  the  said  dwelling-house  entertain  such  teachers  as  travel 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  were  in  unity  with  the  said  people,  taking  no  reward 
for  such  entertainment,  provided  such  a tenant  could  be  got ; and  further,  that 
the  trustees  should  stand  seised  of  the  yearly  rents  of  the  premises,  the  re- 
pairs and  taxes  being  deducted,  with  reasonable  charge  for  their  care,  upon 
trust,  to  employ  the  remaining  part  of  the  two  first  year’s  rent  towards  putting 
forth  poor  children  apprentices  to  some  honest  and  plain  trades,  where  they 
should  see  meet ; and  the  third  year’s  clear  rent,  after  the  deductions  as  above, 
to  be  applied  by  them  in  putting  out  poor  children  apprentices,  which  should  be 
inhabitants  of  Airton,  Calton  and  Scosthrop,  of  what  profession  soever,  to  honest 
and  plain  trades,  with  the  people  called  (Quakers,  if  such  masters  could  be  got ; 
but  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns  should  sue  or  call  to  account  her 
trustees,  or  their  successors,  then  upon  such  disturbance  the  charity  above  ap- 
pointed to  be  employed  in  the  towns  aforesaid,  should  be  left  to  the  disposition 
of  her  said  trustees,  to  such  charitable  uses  as  they  should  see  meet,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  towns  should  be  utterly  debarred  from  future  claim 
thereto  : And  it  was  thereby  declared,  that  upon  the  death  of  three  of  the  trus- 
tees, the  three  survivors,  or  two  of  them,  should  nominate  other  trustees,  of  those 
called  Quakers,  in  the  county  of  York,  so  that  their  number  might  be  kept  up, 
but  none  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  Settle. 

From  an  entry  in  a manuscript  book  relating  to  the  charity,  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Birkbeck,  of  Settle,  it  appears,  that  the  deed  by  Alice  Ellis  was  made  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  an  assignment  which  had  been  executed  by 
her  husband  shortly  before  his  death,  the  validity  of  which  was  afterwards 
doubted,  and  that  it  was  expressed  in  such  indenture,  that  the  rents  of  the  pre- 
mises meant  to  be  thereby  conveyed,  should  be  annually  applied  as  follows : 


The  rent  of  1710,  to  the  monthly  meeting  of  Settle,  to  be  there  applied.  See. 

1711,  to  the  quarterly  meeting  at  York,  to  be  there  applied. 

1712,  to  be  by  the  trustees  applied  for  Airton. 

1713,  - - - - monthly  meeting  of  Settle. 

1714,  - - - - quarterly  meeting  at  York. 

1715>  - - - - for  Calton. 

1716,  - - - - monthly  meeting  of  Settle. 

1717,  - - - - quarterly  meeting  at  York. 

1718,  - - - - Scosthrop. 

And  so  on  in  the  same  rotation. 


The  property  conveyed  by  the  deed  of  26th  September  1709,  consists  of  a 
house,  two  crofts  with  a small  plantation,  and  three  closes  in  Airton,  with  half 
an  allotment  on  Airton  moor,  the  whole  comprising  29a.  & 68p. 

The  property  is  vested  in  trustees  chosen  from  members  of  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  York,  and  is  let  to  a tenant  of  the  same 

® persuasion. 


York.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  703 


persuasion,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  25  L The  land  is  understood  to  be  let  at  a 
moderate  rent,  with  reference  to  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  occupancy  of  it 
by  the  donor. 

The  rents  are  regularly  applied  according  to  the  scheme  exhibited  above,  viz. ; 
two  years  in  succession,  under  the  direction  of  the  monthly  and  quarterly 
meetings  of  Friends  in  Settle  and  York,  and  every  third  year  in  apprenticing 
poor  children  belonging  to  one  of  the  township  of  Airton,  Calton  and  Scosthrop. 
Applications  are  made  to  the  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity  by  the 
officers  of  each  township,  and  the  money  for  apprenticing  the  children  is  trans- 
mitted by  the  trustees.  The  whole  of  the  rent  for  each  third  year,  subject  to 
repairs  for  that  year,  is  thus  applied,  and  as  many  poor  children  are  bound 
therewith  as  the  fund  is  sufficient  to  place  out,  with  suitable  premiums,  not 
exceeding  10/. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  AIRTON. 


Airton,  Calton, 
and  Scosthrop. 


Ellis’s  Charity, 
continued. 


Cattle  Gates. 

One  beastgate  and  an  half,  on  the  stinted  pasture,  called  Pikedshaw,  which 
is  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  this  township,  is  let  yearly  to  the  highest  bidder, 
and  the  rent  is  distributed  among  poor  persons  of  Airton. 


Airion. 
Cattle  Gates. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  HANLITH. 


Poor’s  Estate. 

This  property  consists  of  two  pieces  of  land,  one  of  which,  called  Beargill, 
containing  one  acre,  was  received  in  exchange  for  a small  parcel  of  land,  for- 
merly given  to  the  poor  of  this  township  by  Adam  Fish,  and  the  remainder, 
which  contains  about  three  acres,  was  allotted  on  the  inclosure  of  Hanlith  cow 
close,  in  respect  of  cattlegates  belonging  to  the  land  originally  given. 

The  land  is  let  once  a year  by  the  overseers  to  the  best  bidder,  and  was 
occupied  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry  at  the  rent  of  51.  5 s. 

The  rent  is  given  away  about  Easter,  by  the  overseers  and  principal  inha- 
bitants, among  poor  persons  of  the  township,  the  most  necessitous  and  deserving 
being  preferred. 

Wilson’s  Dole. 

By  indentures,  dated  the  19th  and  20th  of  April  1677>  Edward  Wilson  charged 
certain  lands,  called  Gill  Close,  Chapel  Hill,  Burne  Close,  and  Eltres  Close,  in 
the  township  of  Hanlith,  and  half  an  oxgang  of  winter  stint,  within  the  open 
field  of  Hanlith,  which  premises'  are  now  the  property  of  W.  L.  R.  Ser- 
jeantson,  esquire,  with  the  payment  of  20«.  a year  to  the  poor  people  of  the 
town  of  Hanlith,  to  be  distributed  among  them  on  the  21st  December,  at  the 
discretion  and  appointment  of  the  minister  of  Kirby  Malham  Dale,  and  the 
churchwardens  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Hanlith. 

This  dole  is  yearly  distributed  by  the  overseer  of  Hanlith,  among  poor  people 
of  the  township. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  MALHAM: 


Hanlith. 
Poor’s  Estate. 


Wilson’s  Dole. 


Malham  School. 

By  indentures  of  the  10th  and  11th  June  1717>  Rowland  Brayshaw,  for  the  Malham. 
encouragement  of  a pious,  sober  and  learned  schoolmaster,  as  also,  that  the  ^^jalhaiTschooI 
children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Malham  might  be  taught  gratis,  conveyed 
a close,  called  Rariggs,  with  a barn  thereon ; another  close,  called  Capplebers, 
and  the  moiety  of  a parcel  of  meadow  ground,  also  called  Capplebers,  in  Kirby 
Malham  Dale ; and  also,  several  pieces  and  parcels  of  arable  and  meadow 
ground,  in  Malham,  to  Robert  Brayshaw,  and  six  others,  and  their  heirs,  in 
trust,  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Rowland  Brayshaw,  for  the  use  of  the 
schoolmaster  of  Malham,  and  his  successors,  the  rents  to  be  yearly  paid  over 
to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  at  Whitsuntide  and  Martinmas,  which 
schoolmaster  should  for  his  stipend  freely  teach  all  and  every  scholar  living 
within  Malham  only,  as  well  poor  as  rich,  as  should  repair  to  the  school  to  be 
taught ; the  schoolmaster  to  be  elected  by  the  trustees,  or  the  greater  number  of 
them,  and  their  heirs,  and  to  be  allowed  of  by  the  Archbishop  of  York  for  the 
time  being. 

The  property  conveyed  by  the  deeds  consists  of  13  acres  of  land,  or  there- 
abouts, in  the  township  of  Kirby  and  Malham,  and  107  sheep  gates,  upon 
a stinted  pasture,  called  the  Outside,  in  the  township  of  iMalham,  and  it  is  let 
by  the  trustees  of  the  school,  (who  are  chosen  as  vacancies  occur  by  the  survivors. 
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Malham  School, 
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Doles 
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from  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  township),  once  every  three  years,  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  rent  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry  was  49/.  per  annum. 

The  schoolmaster  receives  the  rent  from  the  trustees,  and  teaches  the  children 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Malham  gratuitously,  in  English,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
and  in  Latin,  when  required.  The  school  is  well  attended  and  conducted. 

Doles. 

The  sum  of  10^.  a year  is  paid  for  the  poor  of  this  township,  in  respect  of 
a close  in  Malham  East,  called  Howdas  Close,  the  property  of  the  Rev.  John 
Clapham ; and  the  sum  of  8 5.  a year  is  paid  by  Mr.  Robert  Chester,  as  the 
interest  of  10/.  in  his  hands,  being  a benefaction  for  the  poor  of  Malham,  be- 
queathed by  Mary  Hargrave,  lately  deceased.  These  doles  are  annually  dis- 
tributed among  poor  persons  of  the  township. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  MALHAxM  .MOOR. 


Malham  Moor. 
Fish’s  Dole. 


Chamberlain’s 

Charity. 


Fish’s  Dole. 

The  yearly  sum  of  15  5.  given  for  the  poor  of  this  township,  by  a person 
named  Fish,  is  paid  as  a rent-charge  on  a farm,  called  Hightwain  House,  or 
Malham  Farm,  the  property  of  Lord  Ribblesdale,  and  it  is  distributed  by  the 
overseer  of  the  poor,  among  poor  persons  of  Malham  moor,  not  receiving 
parochial  relief. 

Chamberlain’s  Charity. 

Richard  Chamberlain,  by  will,  dated  l6th  January  1738,  charged  his  freehold 
lands  and  hereditaments  in  the  townships  of  Settle  and  Langcliffe,  or  elsewhere, 
in  the  county  of  York,  with  the  payment  of  6/.  a year,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
sum  of  l!20/.  to  be  placed  out  at  interest,  or  in  the  purchase  of  land,  for  and 
towards  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  poor  within  the  townships  of  Settle, 
Malham  moor,  and  Langcliffe,  (that  is  to  say)  ; two-third  parts  thereof  to  be 
divided  to  the  poor  of  Settle  ; three  parts  in  four  of  the  other  one-third  part  to 
the  poor  of  Malham  moor ; and  the  remainder  of  the  third  part  to  the  poor  of 
Langcliffe;  to  be  distributed  on  the  feast  of  St.  Andrew,  by  and  at  the  discretion 
of  the  persons  seised  of  his  said  freehold  estate. 

The  yearly  sum  of  305.  was,  for  many  years,  paid  in  respect  of  this  gift,  for 
poor  persons  of  Malham  moor,  by  the  family  of  Chamberlain,  proprietors  of  the 
testator’s  estates ; but  since  1791,  the  payment  has  been  discontinued,  and  as  the 
gift,  as  a charge  on  land  hy  will,  is  void,  the  resumption  of  the  payment  must 
be  left  to  the  option  of  the  owner  of  the  property  devised  by  the  will. 


PARISH  OF  MITTON. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  AIGHTON  BAILEY  AND  CHAIGLEY. 

Pickering’s  Charity. 

Aigliton  Bailey  Edward  Ficlcering,  by  will,  dated  the  l6th  September  1746,  devised  the  rents 
and  Chaigley.  and  profits  of  a parcel  of  land,  called  Dea  Banks,  in  Clayton-in-le-Dale,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  unto  his  wife,  for  life  ; and  from  and  after  her  decease,  his 
1C  enngs  lanty.  yearly  rents  and  profits  should  be  distributed  among  poor 

housekeepers  of  Aighton  Bailey  and  Chaigley,  that  had  no  allowance  out  of 
the  township,  by  his  executors,  during  their  lives,  and  after  their  decease  by 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  township,  having  reasonable  charges 
allowed  them  for  their  trouble. 

The  land  devised  hy  the  will  contains  about  seven  acres,  in  three  small  closes; 
it  has  long  been  under  the  care  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
township,  and  is  let  to  Thomas  Bolton,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
10/.  which  is  the  fair  value. 

The  rent  is  received  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  distributed  at 
Easter  among  poor  people  of  the  township,  not  receiving  relief  from  the  rates, 
in  sumsof  7-y.  and  under,  according  to  their  necessities. 

Richmond’s  Charity. 

Richmond’s  The  sum  of  50/.  which  was  derived  under  the  will  John  Richmo7id,  dated 
Charity.  3()th  July  1769,  whereby  he  bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  and 
effects,  after  payment  of  debts  and  legacies,  to  be  applied  for  and  towards 
clothing  poor  children  and  old  people  within  Aighton  Bailey  and  Chaigley,  as 
his  executors  should  see  necessary,  is  lodged  at  interest  of  two  and  a half  per 

cent 
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cent,  in  the  hands  of  James  Wilkinson,  of  Winkley,  in  this  parish,  son  of  one  of 
the  executors. 

Tlie  interest  is  duly  paid,  and  applied  in  the  purchase  of  linen  cloth,  which 
is  given  away  every  two  years,  amongst  poor  persons  belonging  to  the  township, 
chosen  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the  representatives  of  the  other  executors. 

About  35  poor  persons  usually  partake  in  the  distribution. 


Aighton  B.-xiley 
and  Chaigley. 

Richmond’s 

Charity, 

cuniinucJ. 


The  Free  School  at  Chaiglet. 

By  indentures  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  21st  September  1795,  Helen  The  Free  School 
Haighton,  of  Holborn-bridge,  in  the  city  of  London,  spinster,  conveyed  unto  'it  Chaigley. 
Henry  Haighton,  Richard  Parkinson,  and  nine  others,  trustees  therein  named, 
and  their  heirs,  a school  dwelling-house  at  or  near  Walker  Fold,  in  the 
hamlet  of  Chaigley ; and  a messuage  in  Chaigley,  called  Walbanks,  with  the  out- 
buildings, orchard,  garden,  fold,  and  several  closes  therein  named,  containing 
together  by  estimation  14  acres,  or  thereabouts  ; and  also  a messuage,  barn  and 
croft,  at  Walker  Fold,  called  Cobhouse  and  Croft,  containing  by  measurement 
1a.  & 1r.  ; and  a messuage  in  Goosenargh,  called  Parkinson’s  Tenement,  with 
a barn  and  two  closes  thereto  belonging,  containing  by  estimation  1a.  & 2r.  ; 
to  hold  to  the  said  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  that  Peter  Samuel 
Cherrier,  and  four  others  of  the  trustees,  being  ministers  of  the  several  dissent- 
ing congregations  therein  mentioned,  shoidd  nominate  each  of  them  a fit  person 
of  their  respective  congregations,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  trustees  in  the 
care  and  management  of  the  school  thereinafter  mentioned ; and  upon  further 
trust,  that  the  trustees,  together  with  such  five  persons  so  appointed  to  act  with 
them,  should  as  often  as  occasion  required,  appoint  a proper  person  to  be 
schoolmaster,  who  should  reside  in  the  dwelling-house  provided  for  the  purpose, 
and  teach,  catechize  and  instruct  all  such  children  of  both  sexes,  as  should  be 
residents  within  the  three  hamlets  of  Aighton,  Bailey,  and  Chaigley,  and  who 
should  choose  to  attend  the  school,  in  the  principles  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  reading  English,  writing  and  common  arithmetic  ; and  that  the  trustees,  or 
major  part  of  them,  assembled  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  should,  as  occasion 
required,  appoint  a proper  person  to  act  as  a Sunday  schoolmaster,  who  under 
the  direction  of  the  other  master,  should  teach  and  catechize  all  such  poor 
children  and  servants  as  should  choose  to  attend  for  the  purpose,  and  had  not 
opportunity  in  the  week  days  for  instruction  in  the  principles  of  the  Protestant 
religion  ; and  upon  further  trust,  that  the  trustees,  and  their  successors,  should 
out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  trust  estate,  apply  what  should  be  necessary 
for  repairs  of  the  buildings,  and  other  parts  of  the  estate,  for  which  purpose  they 
might  cut  down  timber  when  necessary,  and  dispose  of  any  surplus  money  arising 
from  the  sale  thereof,  in  planting  and  improvements  on  the  estate,  or  otherwise, 
in  aid  of  the  payment  of  the  schoolmaster  ; and  that  the  trustees,  or  major  part 
of  them,  should  apply  31.  per  annum  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate, 
to  the  purpose  of  paying  the  Sunday  schoolmaster ; provided,  that  in  case  of 
a reduction  in  the  rental,  the  sum  of  31.  should  be  reduced  in  proportion,  and 
that  they  should  pay  the  clear  residue  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  half-yearly 
to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being ; with  power  to  the  trustees  to  grant 
leases  for  21  years,  at  the  best  rents,  and  to  make  rules  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  school,  and  a proviso,  that  no  trustee  should  exercise  the 
office  of  schoolmaster ; and  the  deed  further  directs,  that  a meeting  of  the 
trustees  should  be  annually  held,  at  which  the  children  should  be  examined, 
and  that  a licence  should  be  procured  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  school  on 
Sundays  for  public  worship  under  the  Toleration  Act;  that  in  the  choice  of 
a schoolmaster,  the  trustees  should  give  the  preference  to  a person  duly  qualified 
as  a sound  and  orthodox  minister  ; and  that  no  person  should  be  elected,  unless 
his  faith  and  principles  were  conformable  to  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  unless  he  previously  declared  his  approbation  of  the  baptism  of 
infants ; and  it  was  thereby  declared,  that  upon  the  death  or  removal  of  any 
of  the  trustees,  (except  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  resident  in  London),  to 
such  a distance  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees,  or  major  part  of  them,  should 
render  them  ineligible  to  act  in  the  trusts  of  the  charity,  others  should  be 
elected  ; provided,  that  whenever  a vacancy  should  happen  among  the  trustees 
resident  in  the  parish  of  Mitton,  or  in  those  resident  in  London,  such  vacancies 
should  be  filled  up  by  persons  resident  in  the  same  places,  so  that  there  should 
be  always  four  trustees  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  school,  and  two 
resident  in  London ; and  that  on  the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  the  ministers 
Rep.  15.  4 U 3 of 
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Aigliton  Bailey  of  the  congregations  mentioned  in  the  said  indenture,  to  such  a distance  as  to 
and  Chaigley.  prevent  their  attendance  at  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  trustees,  their  places 
The  FreeSchool  at  filled  by  the  minister  for  the  time  being  of  the  same  congregation,  if 

Chaiglev,  agree  to  accept  the  trust,  unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 

continued.  ministers  acting  in  the  trust,  some  other  neighbouring  minister  should  be  thought 

^ • — ' more  eligible  to  fill  up  the  trust ; or  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  five  persons 

to  be  appointed  from  the  congregations  as  aforesaid,  the  minister  for  the  time 
being  of  such  congregation,  or  such  neighbouring  minister  as  aforesaid,  should 
appoint  another  fit  person  to  supply  the  vacancy  ; and  that  when  the  number  of 
the  trustees,  parties  to  that  indenture,  w^ere  reduced  to  three  or  seven,  if  thought 
advisable,  the  survivors,  together  with  the  other  trustees,  under  those  presents, 
should  at  their  next  meeting  appoint  others  to  succeed  him,  so  as  to  keep  up 
the  number  of  11,  and  a new  conveyance  of  the  trust  estate  should  then  be 
executed  ; provided,  that  if  the  vacancy  were  not  filled  up  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  Ellen  Haighton,  and  her  heirs,  or  their 
nominees  or  nominee,  to  appoint  such  new  trustees  as  sliould  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  number  ; and  the  masters  of  the  said  school  were  thereby  required 
to  transmit  to  the  said  Ellen  Haighton,  her  heirs,  or  the  nominees  aforesaid, 
a copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  trustees  ; and  in  case  of  neglect  or 
failure  therein,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  Ellen  Haighton,  her  heirs,  and 
her  or  their  nominees,  to  appoint  a person  to  attend  the  general  meetings  and 
examine  the  proceedings. 

Trustees  of  the  charity  have  been  nominated  and  appointed  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  deed. 

The  school  and  dwelling-house  at  Walker  Fold,  with  the  premises  there, 
called  Cobhouse  and  Croft,  are  held  by  the  master  rent  free.  The  messuages 

and  premises  called  Walbanks  are  let  to Parker,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the 

rent  of  25/.,  and  those  at  Goosenargh,  to  William  Gardener,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  13/.  105.  being  the  fair  annual  value  under  each  letting.  The  rents  are  paid 
to  the  master,  who  is  allowed  by  the  trustees  to  retain  them  (subject  to  the  con- 
dition of  providing  for  the  Sunday  school,  and  keepi'ng  the  school  premises  in 
repair),  as  his  salary  for  teaching  the  school  at  Walker  Fold,  at  which  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  who  apply  to  be  admitted,  are  instructed 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  with  the  use  of  the  church  catechism,  without 
charge  to  their  friends  or  parents.  About  20  children  of  both  sexes,  upon  an 
average,  attend  the  school,  and  no  complaint  was  made  as  to  the  conduct  of  it. 

The  school-room  is  used  as  a chapel  on  Sundays,  by  a congregation  of  Dis- 
senters of  the  independent  persuasion,  having  been  considerably  enlarged  for  the 
purpose,  out  of  funds  derived  from  a sale  of  timber  off  the  estate. 

A Sunday  school  is  also  kept  in  it  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children,  and 
others,  as  provided  for  in  the  deed,  which  is  attended  by  about  50  scholars. 
This  is  now  conducted  by  the  master’s  children,  aided  by  an  assistant,  who 
receives  205.  from  the  master  for  his  pains.  The  master’s  children  are  qua- 
lified to  fulfil  the  duties  they  undertake,  and  the  present  arrangement,  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Sunday  school,  is  stated  to  have  been  adopted  with  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  the  trustees. 

Meetings  of  the  trustees  are  held  from  time  to  time,  for  regulating  the  affairs 
of  the  charity,  and  inquiring  into  the  progress  of  the  scholars. 

There  is  no  timber  at  present  of  any  value  upon  the  estate,  but  a good  deal 
of  young  wood  has  been  planted  by  the  trustees. 

Parkinson’s  Gift  to  the  Sunday  School  at  Chaigley. 

Parkinson’s  Gift  to  William  Parkinson,  by  will,  dated  21st  September,  1817,  after  reciting,  that 

seised  of  a leasehold  house  in  Ribchester,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
^ for  the  remainder  of  a term  of  999  years,  therein  mentioned,  then  in  the 
possession  of  Robert  Sharpies,  bequeathed  the  rents  thereof  to  the  minister  of 
Walker  Fold,  for  the  time  being,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  to  be  applied 
for  the  support  of  a Sunday  school  at  Walker  Fold,  in  the  chapelry  of 
Chaigley. 

The  house  at  Ribchester  is  let  for  fve  guineas  a year,  to  Henry  Dewhirst 
The  premises  are  subject  to  a ground  rent  of  15  5.,  which  is  deducted  out  of  the 
rent,  and  the  remainder  is  applied  in  providing  stationery  for  the  school  at 
Chaigley,  and  Bibles  and  Testaments  for  the  use  of  the  children  and  others  who 
attend  the  Sunday  school,  above  mentioned. 

Sir 
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Sir  Nicholas  Shireb, urn’s  Charities. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  19th  and  20th  July,  I706, 
Sir  Nicholas  Shirebiirn,  of  Stonyhurst,  bait.,  founded  an  almshouse  in  Long- 
ridge,  a school  at  Hurst  Green,  and  other  charities ; and  the  said  Sir  Nicholas 
Shireburn,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  and  on  failure  of  such  issue,  the 
owners  and  possessors  of  the  mansion  house  at  Stonyhurst,  were  thereby  ap- 
pointed special  visitors  of  the  same  almshouse  and  other  charities. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  BASHALL  EAVES. 

Rent  Charges. 

Two  annual  sums  of  0,0  s.  each,  are  payable  to  the  poor  of  this  township, 
in  respect  of  two  parcels  of  land  therein,  one  of  which  belongs  to  James  Taylor, 

of  Whalley,  esq.,  and  the  other  to Walmsley,  esq.  of  Rochdale.  Both  the 

payments  are  regularly  received  by  the  township  officers,  who  distribute  the 
amount  among  poor  persons  of  the  township,  at  their  discretion. 

' TOWNSHIP  OF  MITTON  AND  CROOK. 

Rent  Charge. 

There  is  a yearly  sum  of  30.9.,  issuing  out  of  a farm  in  the  township  of  Mitton, 
called  Mitton  Hall,  the  property  of  John  Aspinall,  esq.  of  Shanden  Hall,  near 
Clitheroe.  The  origin  of  the  payment  is  unknown.  The  money  is  regularly 
received,  and  applied  with  part  of  Parkinson’s  Charity,  next  mentioned. 

Parkinson’s  Gifts. 

William  Parkinson^  above  mentioned,  by  his  will,  of  the  21st  September,  I8I7, 
bequeathed  the  sum  of  200 1.  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Mitton,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  distributed,  at  their  discretion,  among  the  poor  of  Mitton 
and  Crook,  every  St.  Thomas’s-day.  He  also  bequeathed  the  sum  of  100  /.,  the 
interest  to  be  applied  for  the  support  of  a Sunday  school  at  Mitton. 

The  amount  of  the  two  legacies,  I70 1.,  after  payment  of  duty,  is  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Illingworth,  of  Mitton,  at  interest  of  four  and  a half  per 
cent,  on  the  security  of  a joint  bond  from  himself  and  his  brother,  Arthur 
Illingworth,  dated  21st  December,  1823. 

The  interest  on  the  legacy  given  to  the  poor,  8 A 2 9.  is  distributed  with  the 
rent-charge,  last  mentioned,  among  the  most  necessitous  poor,  belonging  to 
Mitton  and  Crook,  on  or  about  St.  Thomas’s-day,  yearly,  in  sums  varying  from 
29.  and  upwards,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  churchwarden,  preference 
being  given  to  those  not  receiving  parochial  relief. 

2iThe  interest  on  the  legacy  to  the  Sunday  school,  is  applied  in  aid  of  an 
annual  subscription  for  the  support  of  a Sunday  school,  established  at  Mitton. 

CHAPELRY  OR  TOWNSHIP  OF  GRINDLETON. 

Poor’s  Estate. 

By  a decree  of  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  others,  the 
commissioners  for  compounding  with  His  Majesty’s  tenants  and  copyholders  of 
the  manor  of  Slaidburn,  bearing  date,  22d  November,  17  James  I,  it  was 
amongst  other  things,  ordered  and  decreed,  that  there  should  be  assigned  and 
set  out  for  the  copyholders,  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  within  the  township  of 
Grindleton,  parcel  of  the  said  manor,  365  parcels  of  the  common  of  Champion, 
whereof  there  were  also  to  be  allotted  and  set  out,  to  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  the  township  of  Grindleton,  for  ever,  12  acres,  at  the  rate  of  6 d.  for 
every  acre. 

At  a court  held  for  the  manor  of  Slaidburn,  the  5th  of  May  I8O6,  the  lord 
and  lady  of  the  manor,  by  their  steward,  granted  unto  Thomas  Peel  and 
William  St.  Clare,  esquires,  George  Homer,  Thomas  Altham,  and  Henry 
Heaton,  gentlemen,  the  property  which  had  been  set  out  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  in  pursuance  of  the  decree,  by  the  description  of  a plot  of  land,  being  part 
of  certain  land,  called  Champion,  in  the  township  of  Grindleton,  containing, 
by  estimation,  twelve  acres,  after  the  rate  of  eight  yards  to  the  perch,  to  hold 
to  them  and  their  heirs,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  69.  to  the  lord  and  lady  of 
the  manor  ; and  thereupon  proclamation  having  been  made  in  open  court,  and 
no  person  forbidding  the  same,  the  said  Thomas  Peel  and  others,  were  admitted 
tenants,  to  hold  to  them,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to  the  intent 
under  their  admittance  written,  by  which  it  was  declared,  that  the  meaning 
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of  the  grant  and  admittance  were,  that  the  said  Thomas  Peel  and  others  should 
receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  chapel- 
wardens  and  overseers,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  poor  of  Grindleton,  to  be 
applied  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Grindleton,  and  in  aid 
of  the  poor  rate  of  that  township ; and  to  the  further  intent,  that  when  the  five 
trustees  should  by  death  be  reduced  to  two,  the  surviving  trustees  should  sur- 
render the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  three  other  substantial  inha- 
bitants of  or  owners  of  land  within  the  said  township,  and  their  heirs,  according 
to  <^he  custom  of  the  manor,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

There  was  no  admittance  of  trustees  of  the  poor’s  land  for  a long  space  of  time 
before  180G,  and  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  trustees,  the  land  appears 
to  have  been  let  below  its  value,  and  the  trust  neglected  or  abused.  To  remedy 
these  evils,  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  grantees  above  named,  interfered  to  procure 
the  grant  and  admittance  above  described.  The  estate  is  now  vested  in  Mr. 
Peel  and  Mr.  Heaton,  as  surviving  trustees,  and  it  is  about  to  be  surrendered 
to  the  use  of  them,  and  three  additional  trustees,  who  are  principal  land-owners 
in  the  township. 

The  estate  in  its  present  condition  consists  of  the  land  mentioned  in  the 
admittance,  and  a dwelling-house,  bam  and  outbuildings,  which  have  been 
erected  thereon.  The  barn  was  rebuilt  in  1821,  at  the  expense  of  87^.,  or  there- 
abouts, of  which  the  sum  of  73/.  9^-  was  advanced  by  the  tenant  in  possession, 
upon  an  agreement  with  the  trustees,  that  it  should  be  gradually  repaid  out  of 
the  rent,  and  the  remainder  was  money  belonging  to  the  poor  of  Grindleton, 
for  which  interest  is  paid  out  of  the  rent.  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  the 
money  remaining  due  to  the  tenant,  in  respect  of  his  advance,  amounted 
to  4/. 

The  premises  are  in  the  occupation  of  Thirleston  Tomlinson,  as  yearly  tenant, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  20/.  They  were  let  to  him  by  the  trustees  in  1806,  the 
rent  being  then  advanced  from  10/.  a year,  and  he  has  ever  since  occupied  on 
the  same  terms.  As  the  rent  appears  to  be  now  less  than  the  annual  value  of 
the  premises,  it  ought  to  be  increased. 

The  clear  rent  or  produce  of  the  estate  which  has  been  paid  to  the  chapel- 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  has  been  usually,  as  alleged,  distributed  by 
them  among  poor  persons  of  the  township,  with  a preference  to  such  as  receive 
no  parochial  relief.  But  it  has  been  suggested,  that  part  at  least  of  the  rent  has 
been  occasionally  used  with  the  poor’s  rate,  and  for  the  immediate  purpose  of 
diminishing  the  assessment  for  the  poor,  which  appears  to  us  not  to  be  within 
the  meaning  and  object  of  the  decree  under  which  the  land  was  originally 
allotted  and  set  out.  As  the  declaration  of  trust  in  the  last  admittance  sanc- 
tions the  application  in  aid  of  the  poor’s  rate,  it  is  intended  in  pursuance  of  our 
recommendation,  to  insert  in  the  next  admittance  of  trustees  a declaration  of 
trust  more  strictlv  conformable  to  the  terms  of  the  decree. 

Customary  Payments,  or  Rent  Charges. 

The  following  annual  sums,  payable  to  the  poor  of  Grindleton,  are  regularly 
received  and  applied,  with  the  rent  of  the  poor’s  estate  above  mentioned,  viz. — 

1.  — Thirteen  shillings  out  of  land  in  the  township  of  Ingleton,  the  property  of  Mr.  Thomas 

Altham,  of  Clitheroe  moor. 

2.  — Nine  shillings  paid  by  Mr.  Ralph  Horner,  of  Rathmill,  near  Settle,  in  respect  of  an  estate 

in  Grindleton,  his  property. 

3.  — Two  shillings  a year,  paid  by  the  said  Mr.  Horner,  as  an  acknowledgment  or  compen- 

sation for  a small  piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  poor’s  cottages,  next  mentioned,  which 

has  been  laid  to  his  own  property  adjoining. 

Poor’s  Cottages. 

These  premises,  consisting  originally  of  six  small  tenements,  with  gardens 
attached  to  them,  situate  in  Grindleton,  were,  from  ancient  time  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Grindleton,  being  under  the  care  of  the  chapelwardens 
and  overseers  for  the  time  being,  but  of  the  first  acquisition  of  the  premises,  the 
particulars  are  now  unknown. 

Three  of  the  cottages  are  at  present  occupied  by  poor  widows  of  Grindleton, 
rent  free.  Two  of  the  others  have  lately  been  thrown  together  by  a person 
whose  family  had  long  been  resident  in  them,  and  they  are  now  occupied  by 
John  Oddie,  as  one  tenement.  The  alteration  was  made  without  the  privity  of 

the 
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the  township  officers,  but  as  yet  they  have  not  interfered.  The  sixth  cottage  is 
held  by  Thomas  Barker,  whose  family  appears  long  to  have  possessed  it,  and 
laid  out  money  in  repairs,  and  Barker  now  claims  to  hold  it  as  his  own,  but  his 
title  is  not  admitted. 

Parker’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of  13/.  stated  in  the  returns  to  Parliament  in  I786,  to  have  been 

given  to  the  poor  of  Grindleton,  by Parker,  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of 

Thomas  Lister  Parker,  esq.,  but  has  been  called  in  and  applied  as  above  men- 
tioned, towards  erecting  the  barn  on  the  poor’s  estate,  in  the  occupation  of 
Thirleston  Tomlinson.  t. 


Grindleton. 


Parker’s  Gift. 


Robinson’s  Gift  to  the  Poor  and  School. 

The  sum  of  4>l.  IO5.  a year,  is  paid  out  of  an  estate  in  Grindleton,  called  Hill  Robinson’s  Gift  to 
Farm,  the  property  of  Dr.  Walshman,  of  London.  The  money  appears  to  be  AePoor  and  School, 
paid  in  respect  of  a legacy  of  100/.,  given  by  the  will  of  Henry  Robhison,  in 
1717,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  schoolmaster  and 
poor  of  the  town  of  Grindleton,  and  the  charge  is  mentioned  in  the  conveyance 
deeds  of  the  estate  to  Dr.  Walshman. 

The  sum  of  4/.  10.S.  is  appropriated  in  moieties  to  the  uses  above-mentioned. 

The  portion  appropriated  to  the  poor,  is  added  to  and  distributed  with  the  funds 
already  mentioned. 

Grindleton  School. 

There  has  long  been  a school  kept  at  Grindleton,  for  the  education  of  the  Grindleton  School, 
children  of  the  township,  in  a building  appropriated  to  the  purpose,  and  repaired 
at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants. 

Exclusively  of  Robinson’s  benefaction,  the  only  endowment  belonging  to  the 
charity,  consists  of  a small  cottage,  which  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Slaidburn, 
under  a surrender,  dated  23d  October  1J52,  to  Thomas  Lister  of  Gisburn  Park, 
esq.,  and  Edward  Parker,  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  master  ; and 
two  small  allotments  of  land,  containing  together,  not  quite  a rood  of  ground, 
which  were  awarded  to  the  school,  by  the  commissioners,  on  an  inclosure,  some 
years  ago,  of  land,  in  the  parish  of  Mitton. 

The  premises  are  let  to  a yearly  tenant,  at  the  annual  rent  of  4/.,  which  the 
master  receives  to  his  own  use.  The  rent  is  about  the  fair  value. 

The  master  is  appointed  by  the  minister  and  inhabitants,  and  instructs  such 
of  the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Grindleton  as  are  sent  for  that  purpose, 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  on  payment  of  a moderate  quarterage. 

The  school  so  far  as  appears  was  never  conducted  on  any  other  footing. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  W ADDINGTON. 

Waddington  Hospital. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  release  dated  the  25t\\  September 
1701,  Robert  Parker,  of  Carleton,  in  the  county  of  York,  gent.,  conveyed  unto 
Edward  Parker,  of  Browsholme,  in  the  same  county,  esq.,  and  five  others,  as 
trustees,  an  hospital  and  chapel,  which  he  had  erected  in  Waddington,  for  the 
reception  and  use  of  10  poor  widows,  and  certain  estates  at  Carleton,  Keighley, 
and  Manningham,  in  the  county  of  York,  upon  trust,  that  the  trustees  should 
receive  the  rents  and  profits,  and  pay  to  the  reader  or  person  to  be  appointed  to 
read  divine  service,  according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  the 
chapel,  10/.  a year,  and  to  each  of  the  poor  widows,  4/.  a year  ; and  that  the 
overplus  of  the  rents  and  profits,  if  any,  should  be  kept  to  make  up  a sum  for 
purchasing  lands,  or  a rent-charge,  as  an  increase  to  the  endowment  of  the 
hospital ; and  it  was  directed  and  provided,  that  the  reader  and  poor  widows 
should  be  chosen  by  the  trustees,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  (the  said  Ed- 
ward Parker,  or  one  of  his  heirs  male,  owners  and  proprietors  of  Browsholme, 
to  be  always  one  of  such  majority),  and  that  the  widows  should  be  chosen  of 
the  poorest  and  most  deserving  widows,  inhabiting  in  that  part  of  the  chapelry 
of  Whitewell,  in  the  parish  of  Whalley,  which  lies  in  the  county  of  York,  and 
the  townships  of  Waddington  cum  Bradford,  and  Grindleton,  in  the  county  of 
York ; and  in  case  of  failure  of  widows  within  those  places,  then  within  Slaid- 
burn and  Newton,  within  the  county  of  York  ; and  that  when  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  three,  the  survivors  should  elect  three  other  persons  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  out  of  the  above-mentioned  part  of  the  chapelry  of  Whitewell, 
and  the  townships  of  Waddington  and  Grindleton,  of  which  (if  the  said  Edward 
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Parker  should  be  one  of  the  deceased  trustees)  his  heir  male,  should  be  one  of 
the  new  elected. 

The  founder,  by  his  will,  dated  the  15th  June  I716,  devised  an  estate,  at 
Hellifield  and  Long  Preston,  in  the  county  of  York,  upon  trust,  that  out  of  the 
rents,  the  trustees  of  the  hospital  should  pay  yearly,  on  his  birth-day  (the  13th 
June),  the  sum  of  20s.  to  a clergyman,  to  preach  a sermon  on  that  day,  in  the 
forenoon,  in  the  chapel  of  Waddington,  or  if  necessary,  in  the  chapel  of  the 
hospital,  and  should  expend  yearly,  on  the  same  day  (on  which  day  he  desired 
the  trustees  to  meet  and  inspect  the  hospital,  and  state  and  examine  the  accounts 
of  its  revenue),  the  sum  of  40s.,  in  a dinner  for  the  trustees  at  Waddington, 
and  apply  the  residue  of  the  rents  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rent  of  the  estates 
mentioned  in  the  foundation  deeds. 

The  estates  conveyed  and  devised  by  the  founder,  and  other  property,  pur- 
oliased  for  the  use  of  the  charity  by  successive  trustees  of  the  hospital,  with 
surplus  income,  have  from  time  to  time  been  conveyed  to  fresh  trustees,  upon 
the  trusts  of  the  original  deed  of  settlement  and  will  of  the  founder ; but  in 
1811,  the  then  trustees,  considering  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  charity, 
that  the  estates  at  Hellifield  and  Long  Preston  should  be  sold,  and  the  money 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  hereditaments  in  the  township  of  Waddington, 
caused  part  of  the  estates  in  those  places  to  be  sold  by  public  auction  for 
2,138/.;  and  in  the  same  year,  two  of  the  trustees,  acting  as  sole  trustees,  pur- 
chased, on  behalf  of  the  charity  of  Thomas  Lister  Parker,  esquire,  one  of  tlie 
trustees,  a messuage,  farm  and  premises,  at  Waddington  and  Bashall,  called 
Coulter’s  House,  for  2,100/.;  and  in  January  1820,  the  trustees  also  agreed 
with  Thomas  Lister  Parker,  esquire,  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate  at  Wadding- 
ton, called  “ The  Buck,”  at  the  price  of  3,000/.  of  which  the  sum  of  2,500/. 
has  been  paid  out  of  the  surplus  income  of  the  charity. 

By  an  Act  oF  Parliament,  which  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  5th  July 
1825,  intituled,  “ An  Act  for  more  effectually  vesting  the  Estates  of  the  Charity, 
called  Waddington  Hospital,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  the  Trustees  of  the  said 
Charity,  and  for  enabling  them  to  grant  Leases  of  the  said  Estates,  for  the  pur- 
j)oses  of  erecting  or  repairing  Buildings,  and  also  to  sell  part  of  the  said  Estates, 
and  to  lay  out  the  Monies  arising  thereby  in  the  purchase  of  other  Estates,  and 
for  enlarging  the  power  given  by  the  Founder  to  appoint  new  Trustees  of  the 
said  CJiarity after  stating  the  above  particulars  (among  other  things),  and 
that  the  charity  estates  had  been  by  deed,  dated  in  December  1821,  conveyed 
to  the  use  of  Thomas  Lister  Parker,  William  St.  Clare,  John  Fleming  Parker, 
Thomas  Parker,  James  Taylor,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Wigglesworth,  as  trustees, 
of  whom  the  said  William  St.  Clare  was  lately  dead,  and  that  the  sum  of  500/. 
remained  due  to  the  said  Thomas  Lister  Parker,  as  the  residue  of  the  purchase 
money  for  the  estate  called  the  Buck,  and  that  the  clear  annual  income  of  the 
charity  estates,  (the  particulars  of  all  which  estates  are  set  forth  in  a Schedule 
to  the  Act,  and  are  stated  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report,)  after  paying  all 
outgoings,  and  other  charges,  amounted  to  the  yearly  sum  of  649/.  or  there- 
abouts ; And  further  reciting,  that  the  trustees  of  the  charity  had  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate  had  increased,  enlarged  the  number 
of  poor  widows  receiving  the  benefit  of  the  hospital,  and  increased  the  amount 
of  their  allowances,  so  that  there  were  then  20  poor  widows  maintained  in  the 
hospital,  each  of  whom  received  an  allowance  of  i5.  per  diem,  or  18/.  5s.  by 
the  year,  and  the  stipend  or  salary  to  the  chaplain  or  reader  of  the  hospital  had 
also  been  increased  to  the  yearly  sum  of  45/.,  in  making  which  augmentations, 
the  trustees  had  preserved  as  nearly  as  might  be  the  like  proportion  between 
the  allowances  to  the  poor  widows,  and  the  sti])end  to  the  chaplain  or  reader, 
as  the  sums  payable  to  them  respectively,  under  the  deed  of  the  25th  September 
1701,  bore  to  each  other:  And  further  reciting,  that  the  increased  allowances 
and  stipend,  together  with  the  necessary  repairs,  and  the  sums  expended  in 
building  additional  houses  for  the  widows,  and  other  sums  laid  out  pursuant  to 
the  trusts  of  the  deed  of  foundation,  in  addition  to  the  trust  estates,  had  ex- 
hausted the  whole  of  the  rents  and  profits;  but  the  estates  being  greatly 
extended  and  improved,  the  increased  rental  would  enable  the  trustees  to  extend 
the  objects  of  the  charity,  by  enlarging  the  number  of  the  poor  widows,  and 
by  making  some  addition  to  other  allowances,  and  to  the  stipend  or  salary  of 
the  chaplain  or  reatler : And  further  reciting,  that  the  real  estates  of  the  charity 
in  Keighley,  Carleton,  Manningham,  Hellifield,  and  Long  Preston,  lay  at 
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a great  distance  from  the  liospital,  and  the  residence  of  the  trustees,  and  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  charity  that  the  same  should  be  sold,  and 
the  purchase  money  laid  out  in  buying  other  estates,  and  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  charity  estates  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  large  towns,  in  manu- 
facturing districts,  and  conveniently  situated  for  building,  so  that  the  same 
might  be  rendered  considerably  more  productive  than  they  then  were,  and 
thereby  conduce  to  the  further  extension  of  the  charity,  if  the  trustees  were 
empowered  to  make  conveyances  in  fee  simple,  or  to  grant  leases  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building : And  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Thomas  Lister  Parker 
(one  of  the  trustees,  and  who  was  the  heir  male  of  Edward  Parker,  in  the 
indenture  of  the  25th  September  I7OI  named)  some  time  before  had  sold  the 
Browsholme  estate  to  Thomas  Parker,  esquire,  in  the  Act  named,  who  was 
then  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  same,  and  it  was  probable  that  the  heir- 
male  of  the  said  Edward  Parker  might  frequently  reside  at  a distance  from, 
and  be  wholly  unconnected  with,  the  district  pointed  out  by  the  founder  for 
the  exercise  of  his  bounty,  and  therefore  become  an  unsuitable  person  to  be 
a trustee  of  the  charity,  and  that  it  had  happened,  when  the  appointment  of 
new  trustees  had  become  necessary,  that  a sufficient  number  of  persons,  resident 
within  the  district  pointed  out  by  the  founder,  and  proper  to  be  appointed 
trustees,  could  not  be  found,  and  the  same  might  frequently  occur,  for  which 
reason  it  was  desirable  that  the  powers  of  appointing  new  trustees  of  the  charity 
estates  should  be  extended  : And  also  stating,  that  doubts  might  be  entertained 
of  the  validity  of  the  appointment  of  some  of  the  existing  trustees,  and  whether 
the  charity  estates  were  legally  vested  in  them,  and  therefore  it  was  desirable 
that  such  appointment  should  be  made  legal  and  effectual  : And  further  reciting, 
that  the  trustees  had  lately  presented  a petition  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  pray- 
ing that  such  reference  as  therein  mentioned  might  be  made  to  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  court ; and  that,  on  the  hearing  of  the  petition  in  December  1824, 
it  was  ordered,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Master  in  rotation  to  inquire, 
and  state  to  the  court  of  what  the  charity  estates  and  property  consisted,  and 
what  was  the  annual  income  thereof,  and  in  what  manner  it  would  be  proper 
that  the  same  should  be  managed  for  the  future  ; and  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  that  any  part  thereof  should  be  sold  or  let  for  long  terms  of  years,  for 
the  purpose  of  building,  and  whether  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity, 
that  any  alterations  should  be  made  in  the  qualification  or  descriptions  of  per- 
sons to  be  elected  trustees,  and  that  the  title  of  the  trustees  should  be  con- 
firmed ; and  whether  any  application  should  be  made  to  Parliament  for  an  Act 
to  effectuate  any  of  such  purposes,  or  for  any  other  purposes  relative  to  the 
charity  ; and  whether  any  alterations  might  be  made  with  respect  to  the  objects 
of  the  charity,  and  the  scale  of  allowance  to  be  made  to  such  objects,  and  to 
approve  of  a scheme  for  the  future  application  of  the  present,  and  the  expected 
surplus  income  of  the  charity : And  further  reciting,  that  the  Master  made  his 
report,  in  obedience  to  the  order,  certifying  his  approbation  of  a proposal,  that 
an  application  should  be  made  to  Parliament  by  the  trustees,  for  obtaining  an 
Act  to  carry  into  effect  the  purposes  in  the  proposal  and  report  mentioned,  and 
also  certifying  his  approbation  of  a scheme,  proposed  by  the  trustees,  for  apply- 
ing the  surplus  income,  after  defraying  the  necessary  expenses,  of  building 
a sufficient  number  of  houses  for  the  increased  number  of  poor  widows, 
and  the  other  necessary  expenses  incident  to  the  management  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  property,  to  the  increasing  of  the  number  of  the  poor  widows, 
and  adding  to  the  allowance  to  each,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  pro- 
viding the  allowance  to  each  widow  should  not  at  any  time  exceed  the 
annual  sum  of  24/.,  and  increasing  the  salary  of  the  reader  or  chaplain,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  trustees,  provided  such  salary  should  not  at  any  time  ex- 
ceed the  annual  sum  of  60/. ; And  further  reciting,  that  by  a further  order  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  of  the  3d  March  1825,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Master’s 
report  should  be  confirmed,  and  that  the  trustees  should  apply  for  an  Act  to 
effect  the  several  purposes  stated  in  the  Master’s  report,  It  is  enacted,  that  the 
messuages,  tenements,  lands,  tithes  and  hereditaments  in  the  Act  particularly 
mentioned  and  described,  and  which  are  also  comprised  in  the  schedule  thereto, 
should  be  vested  in  the  said  Thomas  Lister  Parker,  John  Fleming  Parker, 
Thomas  Parker,  James  Taylor,  and  Henry  Wigglesworth,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
as  the  trustees  of  the  hos})ital,  upon  the  trusts  above-mentioned  ; and  that  the 
sales  hereinbefore  mentioned,  should  be  ratified  and  confirmed  ; and  the  here- 
ditaments sold  be  free  and  discharged  from  the  charitable  trusts  j and  that  as 
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to  such  of  the  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  tithes  and  hereditaments,  of  the 
charity,  comprised  in  the  Schedule,  as  are  situated  or  arising  in  Keighley, 
Carleton,  Manningham,  Hellifield  and  Long  Preston,  or  any  of  them,  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  sell  the  same  for  such  price  or  prices  as  to  tlije  Court  of  Chancery 
should  seem  reasonable  ; and  that  the  monies  to  be  produced  by  the  sales  should 
be  paid  into  the  bank  of  England,  in  the  name  and  with  the  privity  of  the 
Accountant  General  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  be  applied  from  time  to 
time,  under  the  directions  of  the  court,  in  the  first  place,  for  discharging  the 
costs  and  expenses  of  an  application  made  to  Parliament,  in  the  then  last 
session,  for  an  Act  for  effecting  some  of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  effected  by 
that  Act,  and  which  application  was  abandoned,  in  order  to  comprise  in  one 
Act,  all  the  objects  desired  to  be  obtained  ; and  also,  all  the  costs  and  expenses 
of  that  Act,  and  the  costs  of  the  application  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  all 
other  applications  to  be  made  to  the  court  in  pursuance  of  that  Act,  &c.  ; the 
costs  and  expenses  of  the  sales,  and  making  out  the  title  to  and  approving  the 
conveyances  of  the  property  to  be  sold,  and  all  other  costs  and  expenses  inci- 
dental to  the  purposes  of  that  Act,  as  the  court  should  think  it  necessary  or 
proper  to  pay  and  discharge  ; in  the  second  place,  in  paying  to  the  said  Thomas 
Lister  Parker,  the  sum  of  500/.,  due  to  him,  on  account  of  the  purchase  money 
for  the  farm  and  premises,  called  “the  Buck,”  and  interest  for  the  same  ; and 
in  the  third  place,  for  the  erection  of  any  new  house  or  houses,  for  the  residence 
of  the  increased  number  of  widows  to  be  received  into  the  charity  from  time  to 
time,  and  for  the  rebuilding  and  repairs  of  houses  and  buildings  belonging  to 
the  charity  ; and  if  after  fully  answering  all  such  several  purposes,  there  should 
remain  any  surplus,  then  such  surplus  should  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  purchase  of  freehold  or  copyhold  or  freehold  and 
copyhold  estates,  tithes,  rents  or  hereditaments  of  inheritance,  in  fee-simple,  in 
England,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  charity  ; and  that  the  surplus  money,  until  applied  in  such  purpose, 
should  be  laid  out  in  navy,  victualling  or  exchequer  bills,  and  the  interest  thereof 
laid  out  in  the  same  wav,  until  the  fund  should  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
original  purchase  money;  and  in  that  case  only  the  surplus  should  form  part  of 
the  revenues  of  the  hospital,  and  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  real  estates  of  the  charity  ; And  it  was  further  enacted,  that 
as  to  all  the  real  estates  specified  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  in  tlie  manner  therein  mentioned,  to  demise 
any  part  thereof,  for  any  terms  not  exceeding  999  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
building,  and  other  purposes  in  the  Act  mentioned,  so  that  there  should  be 
reserved,  the  best  and  most  improved  yearly  rents,  to  be  reasonably  had  or 
obtained,  without  taking  any  fine,  premium  or  foregift,  and  provided  that  the 
rents  should  be  made  payable,  clear  of  all  deductions ; and  that  the  lessees 
should  seal  and  deliver  counterparts  of  the  leases,  and  enter  into  covenants  for 
the  due  payment  of  the  rents  ; and  also  to  erect,  build  and  maintain,  during  the 
term,  some  building  or  buildings  upon  the  land  demised,  of  the  value  of  30/. 
or  more,  for  every  QOs.  of  annual  ground  rent,  to  be  reserved,  and  a covenant  for 
insuring  at  the  rate  in  the  Act  mentioned,  the  buildings  against  loss  or  damage 
by  fire  ; and  that  in  every  lease  there  should  be  contained  powers  of  distress, 
entry  and  perception  of  rents  and  profits,  for  securing  the  payment  of  the 
rents  : And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  any  future  appointment  of  trustees 
of  the  hospital  and  estates,  should  be  valid  and  effectual,  although  the  heir  male 
of  the  body  of  the  said  Edward  Parker  might  not  be  appointed  a trustee,  and 
although  the  new  trustees  should  not  be  resident  within  that  part  of  the  chapelry 
of  Whitewell,  which  is  in  the  county  of  York,  or  within  the  townships  of  Wad- 
dington and  Grindleton,  or  any  of  them,  if  such  new  trustee  should  be  resident 
at  the  time  of  appointment,  within  30  miles  from  the  hospital ; provided,  that  if 
the  heir  male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Edward  Parker  should  be  resident  in 
England,  not  being  a trustee  at  the  time,  notice  should  be  given  to  him  of  any 
vacancy,  and  he  should  be  one  of  the  trustees  to  be  elected,  unless  he  should 
have  declined  to  accept  of  the  appointment,  or  have  neglected,  for  six  calendar 
months  after  receiving  the  notice,  to  notify  to  the  continuing  trustees,  his  desire 
to  be  elected  a trustee  ; provided  also,  that  so  long  as  the  mansion  house  of 
Browsholme  should  be  the  property  of  Thomas  Parker,  esq.,  the  owner  thereof, 
or  of  any  person  lineally  descended  from  him,  or  from  the  said  Edward  Parker, 
the  owner  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  mansion  house,  should  be  elected 

a trustee 


York.]  FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES.  713 


a trustee  of  the  hospital  and  its  estates,  upon  every  vacancy  in  the  number  of 
trustees,  in  preference  to  any  other  person,  except  the  heir  male  of  the  said 
Edward  Parker. 

Tlie  hospital  now  contains  twenty  separate  tenements,  or  houses,  for  ^^0 
widows,  each  widow  having  a house  ; and  there  is  a piece  of  ground  in  front  of 
the  hospital,  which  is  divided  into  plots  of  garden  ground  for  the  widows. 
The  number  of  widows,  and  that  of  the  houses,  has  been  increased  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  funds  and  revenues  of  the  charity  would  fairly  admit,  and  was 
increased  about  four  years  ago  from  I6  to  20.  Six  new  houses  are  in  the  course 
of  being  built,  and  six  additional  widows  have  already  been  appointed,  who  are 
to  reside  in  them  when  finished. 

The  chaplain  has  usually  had  the  use  of  a small  house  and  garden  near  to  the 
hospital,  and  belonging  to  the  charity,  at  a low  rent. 

The  requisition  of  the  foundation  deed,  as  to  the  choice  of  widows,  is  now 
closely  followed  ; thono^h,  until  lately,  it  was  not  so  strictly  considered  from 
which  of  the  places  mentioned  in  the  deed  the  widows  should  be  selected.  The 
trustees  require,  that  every  widow  chosen,  if  not  infirm  in  health,  should  be  60 
years  of  age. 

For  a considerable  time  past,  the  allowance  of  20  s.  for  a sermon  on  the 
13th  June  has  been  raised  to  three  guineas;  and  instead  of  the  allowance  of 
40  s.  for  a dinner,  the  actual  expenses  of  the  entertainment  have  deen  defrayed  ; 
these  do  not,  however,  generally  exceed  4 /.,  or  thereabouts. 

The  balance  in  hand  at  the  last  settlement  of  accounts,  in  July  182.5,  was 
214/.  17-?.  3d.,  but  the  trustees  are  indebted  to  their  bankers  in  upwards 
of  500/.,  for  money  borrowed  to  defray  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  expenses  of  procuring  the  Act,  and  of  the  application  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  will  probably  amount  to  1,100 /.  or  1,200/.;  the  amount, 
however,  was  not  ascertained  at  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  but  there  had  then 
already  been  paid  on  account  of  the  expenses  between  6OO  /.  and  7OO  /., 
part  of  which  was  money  borrowed,  and  part  money  arising  from  savings  of 
income. 

At  the  time  of  this  inquiry,  there  had  not  been  any  sale  or  contract  for  sale 
of  any  part  of  the  charity  estate,  under  the  powers  of  the  Act,  though  several 
applications  had  been  made  from  persons  desirous  to  purchase  part  of  the  pro- 
perty at  Keighley  and  Manningham.  The  trustees  having  considered  it  expe- 
dient, that  a regular  valuation  should  be  made  of  the  property,  before  entering 
into  any  contract,  such  a valuation  was  in  the  course  of  being  made,  and  was 
nearly  completed. 

The  former  application  to  Parliament,  which  embraced  nearly  all  the  objects 
of  the  Act  which  has  passed,  failed  of  success,  in  consequence  of  one  of  the 
Judges,  to  whom  the  petition  was  referred,  declining  to  report  in  favour  of  the 
petition,  until  the  sanction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  the  application  to  Par- 
liament should  have  been  previously  obtained,  which  he  considered  to  be  proper 
and  expedient,  as  the  subject  was  a charity  estate. 

.The  charity  estates  are  all  let  for  their  full  annual  value,  except  the  chaplain’s 
house  and  premises. 


Waddington. 


Waddington 

Hospital, 

continued. 


Rent-Charge,  and  Ssjm  of  £.0.0. 

There  is  an  annual  sum  of  30^.  received  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Waddington,  Rent  Charge,  and 
out  of  an  estate  at  Downham,  in  the  parish  of  Whalley,  the  joint  property  of  Sum  of  £.20. 
Mrs.  Wright,  widow,  and  Mrs.  Shelton,  widow. 

The  money  is  paid  by  Mr.  Carr,  a solicitor  in  Clitheroe,  to  one  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  chapelry,  who  lays  out  the  amount  in  the  purchase  of  blue 
cloth,  which  is  distributed  among  children  and  poor  women  of  Waddington,  not 
receiving  parish  relief,  at  the  discretion  of  the  overseer  and  others  of  the 
inhabitants. 

The  interest  of  a sum  of  20/.  poor’s  money,  lodged  in  the  Preston  old 
bank,  in  the  name  of  the  overseers  of  Waddington,  is  applied  to  the  same 
purpose. 

Chapman’s  Gift. 

The  sum  of7/.j  given  by  the  will  of  Simon  Ciiaprnan,  dated  27th  March  1734,  Chapman’s  Gift, 
to  the  minister  and  clerk  of  the  chapelry  of  Waddington,  and  their  successors, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Waddington,  remains  at  interest,  in  the  hands  of  the 
minister  for  the  time  being;  and  the  interest,  Ts.,  is  distributed  by  the  minister 
himself,  yearly,  amongst  poor  people  of  Waddington,  selected  at  his  discretion. 
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PARISH  OF  SLAIDBURN. 

Slaidburn’s  Poor’s  Land. 

By  a decree  of  tiie  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  others,  the 
commissioners  for  compounding  with  His  Majesty’s  tenants  and  copyholders 
of  the  manor  of  Slaidburn,  bearing’  date  the  22d  November,  17th  James  I, 
it  was  amongst  other  things  ordered  and  decreed,  that  there  should  be  assigned 
and  set  out  for  the  copyholders,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  within  the  township 
of  Slaidburn,  parcel  of  the  said  manor,  550acre.s,  parcel  of  the  common  of  Cham- 
pion, whereof  there  was  to  be  set  out  and  allotted  to  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  the  township  of  Slaidburn,  for  ever,  three-score  acres,  at  the  rate  of 
six-})ence  for  every  acre. 

The  land  for  the  poor  of  Slaidburn  has  been  surrendered  from  time  to  time, 
to  new  trustees,  by  the  description  of  56  acres  of  land  of  the  new  improvements, 
upon  Champion,  and  four  acres  of  land  upon  the  new  improvements  upon  Burn 
moor,  subject  to  the  yearly  rent  of  305.  to  the  lord  of  the  said  manor,  and  by 
the  last  surrender,  which  is  dated  the  20th  January,  1733,  the  premi.ses  were 
surrendered  to  the  use  of  James  Wigglesworth,  esq.  the  Rev.  Henry  Wigglesworth, 
rector  of  Slaidburn,  William  King  the  elder,  and  William  King  the  younger, 
and  the  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  and  to  the  intent  to 
stand  seised  thereof,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Slaidburn, 
and  to  be  accountable  for  the  annual  rents  and  profits,  yearly,  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  within  the  said  tovvnshij),  to  and  for  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof 
of  the  said  poor,  for  ever.  The  trusts  declared  upon  previous  surrenders  in 
1769,  1694,  are  of  a similar  purport. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Wigglesworth  and  Mr.  William  King  are  the  two  surviving 
trustees.  Tlie  land  is  let  in  different  parcels  to  persons,  named  Cockshutt, 
Taylor  and  Rudd,  at  rents  amounting  together  to  50  /.  a year,  which  appears  to 
be  the  fair  annual  value. 

For  some  time  previous  to  1784,  it  aj)pears  that  the  land  was  let  at  a public 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  tenant  occupied,  subject  to  a condition 
to  permit  certain  poor  inhabitants  of  the  township  to  depasture  cows  upon  part 
of  the  land ; but  how  long  this  method  of  letting  or  enjoyment  had  prevailed, 
does  not  distinctly  appear  ; in  consequence,  however,  of  some  of  the  persons  who 
turned  cattle  upon  the  land,  claiming  a greater  interest  therein  than  the  trus- 
tees considered  them  entitled  to,  the  trustees  in  1784,  brought  an  action  for 
the  purpose  of  recovering  possession,  and  establishing  their  absolute  right  to  the 
land,  and  having  obtained  a verdict  at  the  trial  of  the  action,  the  custom  of 
depasturing  cattle  on  the  land,  was  put  an  end  to,  and  has  not  since  been 
resumed. 

It  appears  from  old  accounts  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  which  have  been 
preserved,  that  in  1747,  1?63,  I764,  177<5,  1776,  1777,  other  years,  the 

rent  of  the  poor’s  land  was  paid  to  the  overseers,  and  applied  by  them  with  and 
as  part  of  the  poor’s  rates  ; and  since  the  year  1784,  the  income  has  been  some- 
times applied  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  given  to  poor  people,  but  more  generally 
as  part  of  the  funds  raised  under  the  assessment  for  the  poor  of  the  township. 
As  doubts  may  be  entertained  of  the  legality  and  propriety  of  applying  the  rents 
in  the  way  of  substitution  for  or  diminution  of  the  poor’s  rates,  and  such  mode  of 
application  has  given  rise  to  some  complaint,  we  have  recommended  the  trustees 
to  keep  a separate  account  of  the  rents,  and  to  distribute  them  among  the  most 
deserving  and  industrious  poor  persons  of  the  township,  who  do  not  receive  or 
who  endeavour  to  subsist  without  parochial  assistance. 

Raingill’s  Charity  Estate, 

This  estate,  which  is  copyhold  of  the  manor  of  Slaidburn,  was  originally 
granted  or  surrendered,  in  or  about  the  year  lG84,  as  is  understood,  by  Christo- 
2)her  Raingill,  for  the  poor  of  the  four  several  townships  of  the  parish,  viz.  ; 
Slaidburn,  Bowland  Forest,  Easington,  and  Newton,  but  the  original  grant  or 
surrender,  is  not  now  to  be  found. 

At  a court  baron  of  the  manor  of  Slaidburn,  held  the  8th  May,  1787,  the 
lords  of  the  manor,  by  their  steward,  granted  the  estate  by  the  description  of 
20  acres  of  land  upon  Bruugill  moor,  and  11  ^ ^cres  of  moss  or  rough 
common,  upon  the  mountain  of  Burn,  to  William  King,  and  11  other  persons,  as 
trustees  (some  of  them  being  of  each  of  the  four  townships) ; to  hold  to  them 
and  their  heirs,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor,  upon  trust,  to  stand 
® seised 
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seised  thereof,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the  parisli  of  Slaidburn,  for 
ever,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  155.  to  the  lords  of  the  manor. 

Two  of  the  trustees  above  mentioned,  are  now  living.  There  has  been  a 
choice  of  new  trustees  some  time  ago,  of  whom  nine  are  living,  but  the  estate 
has  not  yet  been  surrendered  or  granted  to  the  new  trustees. 

For  some  time  before  1787>  a person  named  John  Parker,  who  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  estate,  claimed  to  hold  it  as  his  own,  subject  only  to  a payment  of 
12  5.  a year,  to  each  of  the  four  townships,  for  the  poor;  but  legal  proceedings 
having  been  commenced  for  recovering  the  land,  a compromise  was  come  to 
between  the  parties,  and  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  compromise,  a 
lease  of  the  land  for  21  years  was  granted  to  Parker,  at  the  rent  of  (SI.  per 
annum.  Since  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  land  has  been  let  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  is  now  let  to  Alexander  North  Parker,  by 
agreement,  for  12  years  from  1818,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  29/.,  the  tenant 
agreeing  to  lay  or  spread  1,200  loads  of  lime  on  the  land,  and  to  pay  the  lord’s 
rent.  The  terms  on  which  the  land  is  let,  are  considered  very  high. 

The  rent  of  the  land  is  divided  into  four  equal  parts,  and  one  of  them  is 
appropriated  to  each  of  the  four  townships.  The  whole  or  part  of  the  money 
has  been  occasionally  applied  to  the  purpose  of  buying  clothing  for  poor  people, 
but  of  late  the  proper  application  of  the  charity  seems  to  have  been  neglected, 
and  the  rents  have  been  mixed  and  applied  indiscriminately  with  the  funds 
raised  by  rate,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  parish.  It  seems  to  us, 
that  the  income  arising  from  the  charity  estate,  should  be  distributed  in  the  way 
of  donations  to  industrious  poor  persons,  who  subsist,  or  endeavour  to  subsist, 
without  parochial  relief;  and  we  have  recommended,  that  the  rents  should  be 
applied  and  disposed  of  in  that  manner,  by  or  under  the  immediate  order  and 
direction  of  the  trustees,  acting  for  the  respective  townships.  It  is  expedient 
also,  that  the  lands  should  be  surrendered  to  new  trustees,  and  that  such  per- 
sons should  be  chosen  trustees,  as  can  be  relied  on  to  discharge  the  office  with 
fairness  and  impartiality. 

Forster’s  Charity. 

The  sum  of  5 /.  a year,  the  interest  of  100/.  which  was  bequeathed  for 
the  poor  of  the  township  of  Slaidburn,  by  Thomas  Forster^  in  1692,  is  paid  as 
a charge  on  land  at  Downham  Eaves,  near  Waddington,  the  property  of  Colonel 
Wright,  and  the  money  is  distributed  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor,  among  poor  persons  of  Slaidburn  township. 


Slaidburn. 

ilaingill’s  Charity 
Estate, 
continued. 

^ ./ 


Forster’s  Charity. 


The  Free  School. 

John  Br'annard,  by  will,  dated  11th  May  1717>  reciting,  that  he  had  surren-  xhe  Free  School 
dered  all  his  copyhold  messuages,  lands  and  premises  in  Slaidburn,  to  trustees, 
to  the  use  of  his  will,  declared,  that  the  trustees  should  stand  seised  thereof, 
to  the  use  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  subject  to  the  annual  payment 
thereinafter  mentioned  ; and  he  thereby  directed  his  executor  to  build  a sub- 
stantial school-house  within  the  town  of  Slaidburn,  or  pay  200/.  to  be  applied  for 
that  purpose  : And  he  bequeathed  to  the  masters  of  the  said  school  the  yearly 
sum  of  80/.,  viz. ; 50/.  to  the  head  master,  whom  he  required  to  be  in  priest’s 
orders,  and  30  /.  to  the  usher,  who  should  also  be  in  priest’s  or  deacon’s  orders  ; 
and  he  appointed  Edward  Parker,  Roger  Nowell,  Thomas  Lister,  and  Ambrose 
Pudsey,  esquires,  and  the  rector  of  Slaidburn  for  the  time  being,  and  his  suc- 
cessors, the  Rev.  Henry  Wigglesworth,  and  Mr.  Roger  Walker,  and  their  heirs, 
governors  for  electing  and  choosing  such  masters,  and  for  paying  their  salaries ; 
and  he  charged  all  his  freehold  and  copyhold  premises  in  Slaidburn  with  the 
payment  of  the  said  sum  of  80/.  a year,  and  gave  a power  of  distress  for 
nonpayment. 

A large  and  commodious  school-house  was  erected,  in  pursuance  of  the 
testator’s  directions,  by  his  executor.  The  rector  of  Slaidburn,  and  the 
Lord  Ribblesdale,  heir  of  the  survivor  of  the  persons  named  in  the  will,  are  the 
present  governors  or  trustees. 

The  estate  subject  to  the  charge  by  the  will  contains  about  400  acres,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  Mr.  Leonard  Wilkinson.  The  salaries  are  regularly  paid  to 
the  master  and  usher,  both  of  whom  were  appointed  by  the  trustees.  The  master 
is  a clergyman  ; but  from  the  smallness  of  the  usher’s  stipend,  it  is  not  practicable 
to  obtain  a gentleman  in  holy  orders  to  accept  that  office. 

The  school  is  free  for  any  boys  of  the  parish  of  Slaidburn,  or  the  neighbourhood, 
to  be  instructed  gratis  in  the  learned  languages,  or  in  English  grammar  only,  at 
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the  option  of  their  parents.  The  scholars  are  also  taught  writing  and  accounts 
but  for  such  instruction  a small  charge  is  made,  agreeably  to  the  custom  which 
has  always  prevailed. 

The  school  was  formerly  in  considerable  repute,  and  was  resorted  to  by  the  sons 
of  gentlemen  and  others,  residing  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Yorkshire  and 
Lancashire  ; but  at  present  it  is  in  a state  of  declension,  the  master,  from  verv 
advanced  age  and  infirmity,  not  having  been  able,  for  several  years  past,  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  office  in  person.  Several  children,  however,  of  the 
parish  of  Slaidburn  attend  the  school,  and  are  instructed  by  the  usher  in  readino- 
writing,  and  arithmetic. 

The  Dale  Head  School. 

This  school  was  endowed  in  1732,  by  Mr.  William  Clayton,  of  Penwortham, 
with  the  sum  of  250  /.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  master  of  the 
school,  for  instructing  the  children  ; and  was  further  endowed  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Prescot,  with  the  sum  of  100/.,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  to  the  same 
purpose. 

The  above-mentioned  sums  were  laid  out,  in  1808,  in  the  purchase  of  stock, 
now  consisting  of  367/.  IO5.  3J.  new  four  per  cent  annuities,  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Wigglesworth,  rector  of  Slaidburn,  and  John  Peart, 
esq.  the  governors  or  trustees  of  the  school,  and  Mr.  R.  Bramley. 

The  dividends  of  the  stock  are  paid  to  the  master,  who  is  appointed  by  the 
trustees.  The  school  is  considered  free  to  all  children  of  Dale  Head,  which  is 
part  of  Easington  township,  in  the  parish  of  Slaidburn,  and  there  are  generally 
from  20  to  30  children  attending  it.  They  are  taught  reading  gratis,  but 
a charge  is  made  for  instruction  in  writing  and  accounts,  according  to  the 
established  usage  of  the  school. 

Newton  School. 

John  Brahhin,  by  will,  dated  21st  April  I767,  made  provision  for  the  endow- 
ment  and  maintenance  of  a free  school  at  Newton,  for  the  instruction  in  Latin, 
English  and  arithmetic,  of  the  children,  both  male  and  female,  of  the  society  of 
Quakers,  from  any  part ; and  he  placed  the  control  of  the  funds  of  the  chaVity 
in  trustees,  to  be  chosen  from  the  society  of  Friends,  at  the  monthly  meeting  in 
Settle  ; and  he  directed,  that  six  children  of  poor  persons,  not  Quakers,  inha- 
biting within  the  township  of  Newton,  to  be  nominated  by  the  trustees  fbr  the 
time  being,  should  be  taught  freely  at  the  school. 

Six  children  of  inhabitants  of  Newton,  who  are  not  Quakers,  are  admitted,  in 
pursuance  of  the  testator’s  directions,  to  the  school,  on  application  to  the 
trustees,  and  are  instructed  as  free  scholars  with  the  other  children  resorting 
to  the  school  ; but  during  the  last  I6  years,  the  school  has  occasionally  been 
closed,  in  consequence  of  the  trustees  being  unable  to  provide  a proper- 
master. 

As  this  institution  belongs  to  the  society  of  Quakers,  we  have  inquired  no 
further  respecting  it,  than  as  relates  to  the  object  of  affording  instruction  to  six 
children  of  persons  of  a different  persuasion. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  Dole. 

The  charity  which  passes  under  this  name  is  an  ancient  pension  or  payment, 
out  of  the  rectories  of  the  parishes  of  Hooton  Pannall  and  Thorpe  Arch,  in  the 
county  of  York,  and  the  tithes  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  rectories, 
and  is  payable  in  different  proportions  for  the  poor  of  the  city  of  York,  and  the 
several  parishes  after  mentioned.  AYe  have  not  discovered  from  what  gift  or 
source  the  pension  was  originally  derived  ; but  we  find,  that  by  letters  patent, 
dated  the  Oth  July,  in  the  30th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  her  Majesty  granted 
amongst  other  things,  to  Edward  Downing  and  Miles  Dodding,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  rectory  and  church  of  Hooton  Pannall,  and  the  rectory  and  church 
of  Thorpe  Arch,  then  lately  belonging  to  the  chapel  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and 
all  the  Holy  Angels,  called  Sepulchre’s  Chapel,  within  the  metropolitan  church 
of  York,  and  all  the  lands,  tithes,  emoluments  and  hereditaments  to  the  said 
rectories  belonging,  and  the  advowson  of  the  vicarial  tithes  of  Hooton  Pannall 
and  Thorpe  Arcli,  rendering  and  paying  to  her  highness,  her  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, yearly,  for  the  said  rectories,  with  the  appurtenances,  the  yearly  sum 
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of 3/.  105.,  and  also  “rendering  and  paying  the  yearly  sum  of  17^-  135.  A>d.y 
^vhich  the  farmer,  by  a covenant  in  his  lease,  is  bound  to  pay,  and  distribute 
to  the  poor,  in  divers  towns  within  the  county  of  York  and  it  appears  from 
other  documents,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  Vil.  135.  4^/.  was  payable,  half  of  it  in 
respect  of  each  rectory,  and  that  the  amount  was  divisible  among  the  respective 
places  and  parishes  after  mentioned,  in  the  proportions  following,  viz.: — 

To  the  poor  of  the  city  of  York 
Thorpe  Arch  - 
Collingham 
Bardsey  - 
Otley 
Calverley 
Pannall  - 


General  Charities. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s 
Dole, 
continued. 


£. 

2 

s. 

6 

d 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

2 

* 

- 

- 

- 

5 

6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

h 

8 

£. 

17 

13 

4 

The  pension  is  paid  in  the  proportions  and  according  to  the  division  above 
mentioned,  by  the  owners  of  the  tithes,  or  possessions  of  the  respective  rec- 
tories, or  parts  thereof,  or  their  lessees.  An  account  of  the  application  of  the 
monfey  received  for  the  poor  of  the  respective  parishes  or  places  will  be  given, 
as  it  occurs,  in  the  report  of  the  charities  belonging  to  each. 

Dawson’s  Charity. 

Richard  Dawson  having,  by  deed,  dated  in  August,  in  the  sixth  year  of 
James  I,  conveyed  to  trustees  a messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Clifford, 
a tenement  or  cottage]  in  Clifford,  and  another  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  in  Keswick,  to  such  uses  as  he  should  by  will  appoint,  by  his 
will  declared,  that  the  trustees  should  yearly,  at  or  within  ten  days  after  the 
feast  of  St.  Martin  and  Pentecost,  pay  unto  the  needful  poor,  within  the  towns 
of  Collingham,  Clifford,  and  Keswick,  the  yearly  sum  of  465.  8^?.,  (that  is  to  say)  ; 
unto  the  poor  people  of  Collingham  20  5.,  to  the  poor  people  of  Clifford  135.  4rf., 
and  to  the  poor  people  of  Keswick  135.  which  sums  were  then  the  yearly 
rents  of  the  said  premises. 

The  rents  of  the  property  being  in  after  time  considerably  advanced,  it  was 
ordered,  by  a decree  of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  that  the  increased 
rents  should  be  applied  in  the  proportions  mentioned  in  the  will,  to  the  needy 
poor  of  the  several  townships. 

The  estate  has  been  conveyed  from  time  to  time  to  new  trustees,  and  the 
trust  deeds  provide,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be  reduced,  by  death  or 
otherwise,  to  the  number  of  three  or  less,  they,  or  the  heirs  of  the  survivor  of 
them,  should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such  other 
trustees,  land-owners  in  the  said  townships,  as  should  be  nominated  by  the 
majority  of  votes  of  all  the  land-owners  within  the  said  respective  townships,  as 
should  be  in  the  receipt  of  rents  of  lands  and  tenements  therein,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  50/.  or  more,  or  the  majority  of  such  voters,  who  upon  notice  in  the 
church  porch  of  Harewood,  three  days  before  such  appointment,  should  think 
fit  to  meet  for  that  purpose.  By  the  last  conveyance,  which  is  dated  the  25th 
April  1796,  the  charity  estate  was  vested  in  12  trustees,  of  whom  Messrs.  John 
Scatchard,  Richard  Dalby,  Joseph  Waddington,  and  Robert  Marshall,  are 


now 


living. 


VIZ. — 


The  charity  estate  consists  of  the  following  particulars,  and  is  let  to  the 
persons,  for  the  terms,  and  at  the  1 

At  Clifford: 

To  Joseph  Waddington,  two  crofts 
To  William  Pawson,  house  and  garth 
To  Benjamin  Morris,  house 
To  Robert  Marshall,  common  allotment 
To  John  Farrer,  common  allotment 
To  John  Farrer,  house,  croft  and  ox  clos 
To  Samuel  Waddington,  for  croft 
To  Thomas  Shaw,  for  croft 


Quanlity. 

Yearly  Kent. 

A 

R. 

P. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

26 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

1 

20 

3 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

— 

- 

- 

- 

7 

2 

2 

17 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

I 

32 

1 1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

24 

8 

lO 

— 

- 

- 

- 

0 

0 

2 

2 

7 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

0 

2 

10 

1 22 

1 

26 

57 

- 

- 

All  the  above  let  from  year  to  year. 
Rep.  15. 
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At  Keswick : 

Cottage,  and  about  four  acres  of  land,  let  to  John  Sharper,  on  lease  for  1 £.  s.  d. 

2i  years,  of  which  about  five  aie  expired,  at  - - - - - j j _ 

£.  j b4  14  - 

Before  the  month  of  March  1825,  when  the  property  at  Clifford  was  relet, 
the  yearly  rent  of  the  whole  estate  amounted  to  20/.  9-J*  Od. 

On  the  occasion  of  an  inclosurc  at  Clifford,  the  property  there  had  heen  let 
to  different  tenants,  on  leases  for  21  years,  the  tenants  of  such  part  of  the  land 
as  consisted  of  new  allotments,  being  under  terms  to  pay  the  expenses  of  sub- 
dividing and  fencing  them  ; and  on  the  expiration  of  those  leases  which  occurred 
in  March  1825,  the  Clifford  estate  (except  the  small  premises  occuj)ied  by 
Pawson)  was  let  at  a public  meeting,  to  such  persons  as  made  the  most  eligible 
offers,  and  by  these  means  the  rent  has  been  advanced  to  its  present  amount, 
which  may  be  considered  to  exceed  the  full  annual  value.  Some  of  the  lots 
were  taken,  as  appears  from  the  above  rental,  by  two  of  the  trustees  themselves, 
a proceeding  undoubtedly  open  to  much  objection  ; in  this  instance,  however, 
it  may  be  sufficient,  perhaps,  to  notice  the  circumstance  without  further 
animadversion,  as  the  letting  was  public,  and  no  higher  offers  were  tendered  for 
the  particular  lots,  and  we  find,  that  the  interests  of  the  charity  were  anxiously 
attended  to  by  the  trustee  acting  for  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Keswick, 
W'ho  was  present  at  the  letting. 

The  property  at  Keswick,  before  it  was  let  to  the  present  tenant,  w’as  in  bad 
condition,  both  as  to  the  buildings  and  land,  and  it  w'as  let  on  the  best  terms 
that  could  be  procured. 

The  rents  of  the  charity  estates  are  divided  in  the  following  proportions, 
viz.  ; — three-sevenths  to  Collingham,  and  two-sevenths  to  each  of  the  townships 
of  Clifford  and  Keswick.  The  rents  are  distributed  as  soon  as  they  are  received, 
among  poor  persons  of  the  respective  townships,  with  a preference  to  widow's, 
and  such  as  endeavour  to  subsist  without  parochial  relief.  In  Collingham  and 
Clifford,  the  distribution  is  made  by  the  trustees  acting  for  those  particular 
townships;  and  in  Keswick,  the  money  has  usually  been  paid  to  and  distributed 
by  the  parish  officers. 


Given  under  our  hands  and  seals, 
this  23d  day  of  January  1820. 

CHARLES  MANNERS  SUTTON.  (l.s.) 


STOWELL.  (r.s.) 

H.  RUSSELL.  (I..S.) 

J.  W.  WARREN.  (L.s.) 

13,  Great  George- street,  j H.  H.  HOLBECH.  (l.s.) 

Westminster.  j W.  ROBERTS.  (l.s.) 

W.  I\IATHEWS.  (L.s.) 

ROB^  MAR  SHAM.  (l.s.) 

JA^M'^MAHON.  (L.s.) 

DAN*- FINCH.  (L.s.) 

S.  B.  BURNABY.  (l.s.) 

GEO.  DANIEL.  (l.s.) 
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COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET. 


HUNDRED  OF  ABDICK. 
PARISH  OF  IL  MINSTER. 


RENTAL  OF  THE  LANDS  BELONGING  TO  THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 


Where 

Whether 

Reserved 

Addition  by 

TOTAL 

Lands  are 
situated. 

TENANTS. 

Lives,  or 
at  Rack  Rent. 

TENEMENTS. 

Quantity. 

Rent. 

Redemption 
of  Land  Tax, 

VALUE. 

A.  R.  P. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

a. 

d. 

Sandwich. 

Samuel  Seymer’s  re- 

on  lives 

A messuage  and  lands, 

103 

1 32 

20 

— 

- 

6 

3 

- 

26 

3 

— 

presentatives. 

late  Tidbury’s. 



Moses  Gillingham's 

d“ 

A messuage  and  lands. 

5-2 

3 >2 

25 

- 

- 

2 

4 

8 

27 

4 

8 

representatives. 

late  Ben  Bower’s.  » 

John  Cole’s  re  presen- 

d“ 

A close  of  land,  called 

1 

_ — 

_ 

I 

_ 

— 

5 

— 

6 

talives. 

Diethay’s. 

Howard  Collins’s  re- 

d° 

A tenement,  late  Gan- 

5‘ 

3 38 

24 

— 

_ 

2 

8 

4 

26 

8 

4 

presentatives. 

nett’s. 

— 

George  Bonfield 

d° 

A tenement,  late  Ro- 
bert Saunder’s. 

7 

3 26 

6 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

6 

»5 

- 

~ 

John  Ilarben  - 

d” 

Messuages  and  lands, 
heretofore  Hall’s, after- 

26 

- 30 

»3 

»3 

- 

2 

8 

- 

16 

I 

- 

wards  Chapman’s- 

— 

Henry  Ralls 

d“ 

A close,  called  North- 
brook. 

2 

2 2 

2 

12 

6 

- 

12 

- 

3 

4 

6 

— 

Henry  Gillingham,  jiin. 

d“ 

A messuage  and  lands, 
late  William  Talbot’s. 

27 

1 15 

20 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

21 

3 

4 

_ 

Richard  Brine’s  and 

d“ 

A messuage  and  gar- 

— 

1 30 

_ 

6 

— 

• 

• 



6 

Thomas  Hancock’s  re- 

den,  late  Mary  Bond- 

presentatives. 

field’s. 

— 

Howard  Serrell 

d” 

A tenement,  late  Cock- 

12 

- 8 

- 

12 

- 

1 

- 

S 

1 

12 

8 

ram’s. 

— 

John  Bushman 

at  rack  rent 

A tenement,  lateVye’s, 
except  a close,  called 

25 

- 15 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

- 

Wild  Meadow. 

— 

Samuel  Marsh 

d“ 

The  said  close,  called 
Wild  Meadow. 

7 

- 35 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

Tithing  oO 
Stewleigli,  in  s 
the  parish  of  f 
Isle  Abbots.  ^ 

John  Crabb 

d" 

tenement,  called 
late  Aston’s. 

29 

2 38 

67 

10 

- 

- 

• 

67 

10 

- 

— 

Henry  Paul 

on  lives 

A tenement,  called 

18 

3 29 

10 

10 

- 

1 

3 

10 

1 1 

»3 

10 

Yeovil  ton,' 

Mullins’. 

Spcckington, 
and  Bridge- 
hampton,  in 
the  parish  of 
Yeovilton. 

Edward  Scadding 

d“ 

A tenement,  called 
Hare's. 

26 

3 - 

20 

- 

- 

- 

15 

4 

20 

»5 

4 

— 

John  Srickland 

at  rack  rent 

A tenement,  called 
late  Paine’s. 

21 

111 

35 

- 

— 

- 

- 

35 

- 

- 

— 

Edward  Scadding 

on  lives 

A close,  called  Lower 
Chantry. 

3 

1 17 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Rep.  15 


4 Y3 


ifontinucd,) 


APPENDIX  to  FURTHER  REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


[Somerset. 


722 


Rental  of  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Free  School — continued. 


Where 
Lands  are 
situated. 

TENANTS. 

Whether 
Leased  for 
Lives,  or 
at  Rack  Rent. 

TENEJIENTS. 

Quantity. 

1 

Reserved 

Rent. 

Yeovilton,' 
Speckiiigton, 
and  Bridge- 
iiainptun,  in 
tlie  parish  of 
Yeovilton. 

Sealy  - 

at  rack  rent 

The  tithes  of  ten  acres 
of  land. 

' A.  tt.  P, 

j 

£.  f.  d. 
3 JO  - 

Donyatt. 

Parting-', 
ton.inthe  pa-  [ 
rish  of  Win- 
shacD,  J 

Richard  Cannicott 

Isaac  Caniplin’s  exe- 
cutors. 

d® 

on  lives 

A tenement,  called 
late  Ingram’s, 

Cheek’s  tenement  - 

14  I 3-2 
2-30 

24  - - 

1 I - 

— 

Lady  Bridport’s  tenant 

d" 

A tenement,  called 
Hoarstone. 

37  3 6 

8 - - 

— 

Richard  Bradford 

at  rack  rent 

A tenement,  called 
late  A.  Abraham’s. 

38-9 

35  - - 

— 

John  Combe  - 

on  lives 

A tenement,  late  Py- 
syng’s. 

3«  3 21 

16  - - 

— 

John  Palmer  - 

at  rack  tent 

A tenement,  late 
Combe’s. 

58  - ly 

46  - - 

Ashill. 

Edward  D.  Sparks  - 

on  lives 

A tenement,  late  Ann 
Stocker’s. 

13  2 28 

10  10  - 

— 

Henry  Mear 

at  rack  rent 

A tenement,  called 
Hastings. 

10  2 34 

16  - - 

— 

Samuel  Munden’s  re- 
presentatives. 

on  lives 

A tenement  late 
Munden’s, 

4 2 37 

-5-1 
26  - - 1 

Cricket  "i 
Malherbe.  J 

Wilmot  Jarman  Cuff  - 

at  rack  rent 

A tenement,  late  Jar- 
man’s. 

1 

1^2  - 10  , 

i 

! 

— ! 

Thomas  Cuff  - 

d® 

Fur2ey  Closes. 

16 1 I 

28  - - ! 

— 

Samuel  Bright  - 

on  lives 

A tenement,  late  Tal- 
bot’s. 

22  2 20 

10  10  - 

680  2 25 

- - 1 

1 

Addition  by 
Redemption 
of  Land  Tax. 

TOTAI, 

VALUE. 

£.  S.  d. 

£•  s.  d. 

- 

3 10  - 

- 

24  - - 

- 3 1 

> 4 1 

1 - 8 

9 - * 

- 

35  - - 

- 15  H 

• fi  15  li 

- 

46  - - 

- 14  G 

n 4 C 

- 

jG  - - 

- 8 -1 

- »3  -f 

- 

26  - - 

- 

28  - - 

1 5 - 

II  15  - 

£. 

j21  6 s 
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COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  HUNDRED  OF  BARUCH  WAY, 


PARISH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

BOROUGH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

CHARTER  CHARITIES. 

“ EDWARDUS  SEXTUS  Dei  Gratia  Anglie  Francie  et  HiUnie  Rex  Fidei  Defensor  et 
in  Terra  Ecciie  Anglicane  et  Hibernice  supremu  Caput  Omnibus  ad  quos  Presentes  Lre 
pervenerint  Salutem  Cum  burgus  de  Stratford-super-Avon  in  comitatu  nostro  Warr  sit 
burgus  antiquus  in  quo  quidein  burgo  quedam  gilda  antehac  fundat’  et  dotata  fuerit  cum 
diversis  terris  tentis  et  possessionib3  de  quo?  redditib3  revencoib3  et  proficuis  quedam  libera 
schola  gramaticalis  pro  educacoe  et  erudico  puero|  et  juvenu  ibidem  manutent’  et  sustentat’ 
fu^’it  et  quedam  dornus  elemosinaria  ibidem  de  viginti  el  quatuor  pauperib3  inibi  sustinend’ 
Siliter  manutent’  et  sustentat’  fflit  et  quidam  magnus  pons  lapideus  vocat  Stratford  Bridge 
siluat  et  construct  super  et  trans  aquam  et  rivulum  de  Avon  juxta  burgum  predictum  de 
tempore  in  terapus  manutenP  et  repat  fuerit  quequidera  gilda  jam  dissoluif  ac  terra  tenta 
et  possessiones  ejusdem  ad  manus  nostras  nuper  devenerunt  ac  in  manib3  nostris  jam 
exislunt  et  cum  inliabitantes  burgi  de  Stratford  predca  a tempore  cujus  memoria  hominu 
non  existit  habuerunt  et  gavisi  fuerunt  diversas  franchesias  libertates  liberas  consuetudines 
jurisdiccoes  privilegia  exon'^acoes  et  quietancias  rone  et  pretextu  gildi  predci  ac  rone  et 
pretextu  carta?  concessionu  et  confirmaconu  per  progenitores  nros  magris  et  confratrib5 
gilde  predce  et  alit’  ex  antique  fact  que  ijdem  inliabitantes  burgi  predci  modo  minime 
babere  et  gaiidere  queant  proco  qd  gilda  predicta  dissolvitur  ac  pro  alijs  causis  jam  nobis 
apparen’  quo?  pretextu  veresimile  est  qd  burgus  predcus  et  gubernacio  inde  ad  peiorem 
statum  de  tempore  in  tempus  deveniat  si  remediii  inde  cito  non  provideatur  super  quo 
inliabitantes  burgi  de  Stratford  predict  humiliter  nobis  supplicaverunt  qd  nos  favorem  et 
gratiam  nostram  abundantem  eis  (>ro  rnelioracoe  burgi  predci  ac  gubernacbis  inde  et  pro 
sustentacbe  grandiu  oneruni  que  ipi  de  tempore  in  tempus  sustinere  et  supportare  cogantur 
et  debeant  et  qd  nos  eosdem  inliabitantes  in  corpus  corporatuin  et  politiquum  facere 
redigere  et  create  dignaremur  Sciatis  qd  nos  peticoi  predict’  graciose  annuentes  de  gratia 
nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu  nostris  volumus  ac  pro  nobis  lieredib3 
et  successoribus  nris  concedimus  eisdem  inhabitantib3  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predci 
qd  burgus  ille  sit  liber  burgus  de  celero  imperpetuu  et  qd  burgus  ille  de  uno  ballivo  et 
burgensib3  de  cetero  sit  et  erit  corporal’  in  re  i’act  et  noie  imperpetuu  ac  burgum  ilium 
corpus  corporatuni  et  politiquum  de  se  imperpetuu  de  uno  ballivo  et  burgensib^  realiter  et 
ad  plenum  erigimus  facimus  ordinamus  et  creamus  pro  nobis  heredib3  et  succesorib3 
nostris  imperpetuu  per  presentes  et  qd  inhabitates  eiusdem  burgi  nunc  et  pro  tempore 
existent’  de  cetero  sint  et  eruut  uuu  corpus  corporatuin  et  una  civitas  perpetua  in  re  facto 
et  noie  per  nomen  ballivi  et  burgensiu  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  liabeant  q?  succes 
sionem  perpetuam,”  &c. 

“ Et  sciatis  qd  nos  cupientes  et  volentes  qd  dicta  dornus  elemosinaria  in  dco  burgo  de 
Stratford-super-Avon  de  cetero  manuteneatur  et  sustineatur  et  qd  libera  schola  gramaticalis 
pro  eiudicde  et  educacoe  pueror’  et  juvenu  ibidem  de  cetero  habeatur  et  manuteneatur 
prout  antehac  usitatum  fiiit  et  ut  graudia  onera  burgi  predci  ac  eidem  burgo  et  inhabi 
tantib3  inde  annuatim  et  de  tempore  in  tempus  incumben’  de  cetero  melius  sustineantur 
et  supporteutur  Ideo  de  gratia  lira  spali  ac  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu  nris  dedimus  et 
concessimus  ac  per  presentes  damus  et  concedimus  prefat  Thome  Gilbert  modo  ballivo 
dicti  burgi  de  Stiatford-supei'-Avon  et  burgensib'^j  eiusdem  burgi  et  successiorib3  suis  omia 
ilia  inessuagia  molendina  donios  edificia  cotagia  terras  teiita  horrea  gardina  shopas  cellaria 
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sollaria  cameras  aulas  vacua  i’unda  aisiamenta  redditus  reversinnes  servicia  et  hereditamenta 
nostra  quecumq^  cum  eo|  ptinencijs  universis  modo  vel  nuper  in  seperalib5  tenuris  sive 
occupacoib3  Rici  Quynye,  &c.”  {and  70  other  persons)  “ vel  assignatog  suo§  seu  assignat^ 
eo^  alicuius  situai’ jacen’et  existen’  in  ChurcbeStrete  Chappell  Strete  Chepe  Strete  Bancrofte 
High  Strete  Ele  Strete  Rother  Strete  Grenehill  Wood  Strete  Henley  Strete  Wyndeford 
Burges  Strete  et  Middle  Rowe  in  Stratford-super-Avon  in  predco  com’  nro  Warr  ac  alibi 
ubicumq^  in  Stratford-su})er-Avon  predict  que  fuerunt  parcell’  possessionu  et  revenciouu 
nuper  glide  de  Stratford-super-Avon  in  predco  com’  Warr  modo  dissolut  ac  omia  ilia 
redditus  et  servicia  nobis  spectan’  et  pertinen’  ac  nup  parcell’  possessionu  et  revencionu 
dicte  nup  gilde  existen’  ac  exeun’  de  terris  et  tentis  modo  vel  nuper  Henrici  Samwell  Johis 
Combes  Willi  Ponder  alias  Sponer  Jobis  Mongley  alias  Monyley  Johis  Lyttelton  Alicie 
Parrett  Rici  Bromeley  Rici  Sadler  et  Thome  Dyckson  in  Stratlorde-super-Avon  predict 
aceciam  omnes  decimas  nras  gai  ba^  blado|  grano^  et  feni  ac  alias  decimas  nras  quascumq, 
annuatim  et  de  tempore  in  tempos  crescen’  provenien’  sive  renovan’  in  Wylmecote  in  dco 
com’  nro  Warr  dicle  nuper  gilde  de  Stralforde-super-Avon  dudum  spectan’  et  pertinen’ 
ac  parcell’  possessionu  inde  nuper  exigten’  necnon  totum  illud  messagiu  et  teutuin 
nostrum  cum  pertin’  modo  vel  nuper  in  tenura  sive  occupacoe  Rici  Pace  situat’  et  existen’ 
in  Shotterey  in  dco  com’  nro  Warr’  dicte  nuper  gilde  dudum  spectan’  et  pertinen’  ac 
parcell’  possessionu  inde  nuper  existen’  ac  totum  illud  croftnm  terre  nfum  cum  pertin’  modo 
vel  nuper  in  tenura  sive  occupacione  Johis  Ellyatts  jacen’  et  existen’  in  Dodwell  in  dco 
comitatu  nro  Warr  dicte  nuper  gilde  dudum  spectan’  et  pertinen’  ac  parcel!’  possessions 
inde  nuper  existen’  aceciam  totum  illud  messuagiu  et  tehtum  nrum  cum  pertinencijs  modo 
vel  nuper  in  tenura  sive  occupacoe  Henrici  Samwell  situat’  et  existen’  in  Burgetowne  in  dco 
com’  nro  Warre’  dicte  nup’  gilde  dudunr  spectan’  et  ptinen’  ac  parcell’  possessionu  inde 
nuper  existen’  necnon  totum  illud  croftum  terre  et  pasture  nostrum  cum’  ptin’  modo  vel 
nuper  in  tenura  sive  occupacoe  Rici  Sharpe  jacen’  et  existen’  in  Burgetowne  predict  eidem 
nuper  gilde  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  dudum  spectan’  et  pertinen’  ac  parcell’  posses- 
sions inde  nuper  existen’  aceciam  totum  illam  nuper  capellam  vocat  Le  Guylde  Chappell  in 
Stratford-super-Avon  predict  diet  nup’  gilde  dudu  spectan’  et  pertinen’  ac  totum  campanile 
eidem  nuper  capelle  adjacen’  ac  totum  plumbum  super  dictam  nuper  capellam  et  campanile 
existen’  ac  omnes  campanas  in  eodem  campanile  existen’  necnon  oihia  et  singula  alia 
messuagia  molendina  domos  edificia  terras  tenta  prata  pascuas  pasturas  decimas  horrea 
stabula  columbaria  ortos  pomaria  gardina  aquas  aqua^  cursus  gurgites  proficua  comoditates 
emolumenta  et  hereditamenta  nostra  quecumq^  cum  eo?  pertinencijs  universis  in  Stratford- 
super-Avon  Wylmecote  Slrotterey  Burgetowne  Dodwell  et  Drayton  predcis  ac  alibi  ubicumq^ 
dicte  nuper  gilde  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  dudum  spectan’  et  pertinen’  aut  ut  partes 
vel  parcell’  possessions  seu  revencioiiS  eiusdem  nuper  gilde  antehac  habit’  cogiiit’  accept’ 
usital’  seu  reputat’  existen’  aceciam  omes  et  omimod’  boscos  subboscos  et  arbores  nras  quas- 
cumq^  de  in  et  super  premissa  crescen’  et  existen’  ac  tot  terrain  fundum  et  solum  eofdein 
boscoj  subboscoj  et  arbo?  ac  reversionem  et  reversiones  quascumq^  ofni’  et  singlo?  premisso3 
et  cujuslt  inde  parcelle  necnon  redditus  et  annualia  proficua  quecumq  reservata  super 
quibuscumq,,  dimissionib3  et  concessionib3  de  premissis  seu  de  aliqua  inde  parcella  quoquo- 
modo  fact  adeo  plene  libere  et  integre  ac  in  tarn  amplio  modo  et  forma  preut  aliquis  magister 
et  confratres  dicte  nuper  gilde  de  Stratford-super-Avon  aut  aliquis  alius  sive  aliqui  alij  pre- 
missa aut  aliquem  inde  parcell’  antehac  habentes  possidentes  aut  seisiti  inde  existentes 
eadem  aut  aliquam  inde  parcell’  unq^  habuerunt  tenuerunt  vel  gavisi  fuerunt  habuit  tenuit 
vel  gavisus  fuit  seu  habere  tenere  vel  gaudere  debuerunt  aut  debuit  et  adeo  plene  libere  et 
integre  ac  in  tarn  amplio  modo  el  forma  prout  ea  omia  et  singula  premissa  ad  manus  nras 
racione  vel  pretextu  cuiusdam  actus  de  diversis  Canterijs  collegis  liberis  capellis  gildis  et 
fraternitatib^  dissolvend’  et  determinand’  ac  alijs  in  parliamento  nostra  tento  apud  West- 
monasteriu’  anno  regni  nri  primo  inter  alia  edit’ et  provis’ aut  racione  vel  pretextu  alicujus 
alterius  actus  parliamenli  seu  quoscumqj  alio  modo  jure  seu  titulo  devenerunt.seu  devenire 
debuerunt  ac  in  manib3  nris  jam  existunt  seu  existere  debent  vel  deberent  Quequidem 
messuagia  molendina  decime  terre  tehta  ac  cetera  oihia  et  singula  premissa  cum  pertinencijs 
modo  extendunlur  ad  clarum  annuu  valorem  quadraginta  sex  libraj  triu  solidojs  duo? 
denario?  et  unius  oboli  Habendum  tenendum  et  gaudend’  predca  messuagia  terras  tehta 
molendina  colagia  decimas  ac  cetera  oiliia  et  singla  premissa  cum  co?  ptin’  universis  prefatis 
ballivo  et  biirgensib3  dicti  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  et  snccessorib3  suis  imperpetuu 
tenendum  de  nobis  heredib3  et  successorib3  nostris  ut  de  manerio  nostro  de  East 
Grenewiche  in  com’  nro  Kane’  perfidelitatem  tantum  in  libero  et  coi  socagio  et  non  in 
capile  pro  omib3  rcdditib3  servieijs  et  demandis  quibuscumq^.” 
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“ Et  volumus  ac  per  presentes  ordinamus  qd  domus  elemosinaria  in  dco  burgo  de  Strat- 
fbrd-su per- Avon  per  ballivu’  et  bnrgenses  eiusdem  burgi  et  successores  suos  de  cetero  con- 
tinuabitur  cum  viginti  et  quatuor  pauperib3  personis  hominb3  et  mulierib3  in  eadeiu  continuo 
sustinend’  et  qd  ballivus  et  burgenses  burgi  predicti  |)ro  tempore  existen’  solvent  el  delibera- 
bunt  cuilt  ea^dem  panpe?  psona?  qualibet  ebdomada  quatuor  denarios  et  qd  ijdem  pauperes 
habeant  mansiones  et  habitaciones  suas  in  dicta  domo  elemosinaria  ac  omnia  terras  tenta  ac 
alia  comoditates  emolumenta  et  proficua  que  ultra  diet  quatuor  denarios  cuilt  eog  qualt 
ebdomada  antehac  babueruntet  habere  consueverunt  Et  volumus  ac  per  presentes  ordinamus 
qd  ballivus  et  burgenses  burgi  predci  et  successores  sui  de  tempore  in  tempus  imperpetuu 
habeant  et  habebunt  ordinem  et  gubernacoem  dicte  domus  elemosinarie  ac  paupe^  in  eadein 
manen’  Et  volumus  ac  per  presentes  ordinamus  qd  de  cetero  sit  et  erit  una  libera  scola 
gramaticalis  pro  erudicoe  et  ediicacione  puero§  et  juvenu  in  dicto  burgo  dc  Stratford-super- 
Avon  imperpetuu  continuand  et  qd  ballivus  et  burgenses  ejusdem  burgi  et  successores  sui 
solvent  annuatim  pedagogo  ejusdem  scole  pro  tempore  existen’  viginti  libras  legalis  monetc 
Anglie  pro  vadio  et  stipendio  suo  ad  Festa  Nativitatis  Sancti  Johis  Bapte  Sci  Michis  Archi 
Natalis  Domini  et  Annunciacois  Beate  Marie  Virginis  per  equales  poicocs  solvend’  et  qd 
electio  et  noiacio  pedagogi  scole  predee  pro  tempore  existen’  ad  dcln  ducem  Nortbumbr 
heredes  etassignatos  suos  dominos  dicti  burgi  de  StratFord-super-Avon  pro  tempore  existen’ 
spectabit  et  pei  tinebit.” 

“ Et  uherius  de  ampliori  g'ra  nra  dedimus  et  concessimus  ac  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero 
molu  nris  per  presentes  damns  et  concedimus  prefat’  ballivo  et  burgensib3  dci  burgi  de 
Stratford-super-Avon  et  successorib3  suis  oines  et  omimod’  decimas  grano?  et  feni  provenien’ 
crescen’  seu  renovan’  in  villis  et  campis  de  Olde  Stratforde  Welcombe  et  Bussboppeston  in 
dco  com’  nro  Warr  modo  vel  nuper  in  tenura  Johis  Barker  ac  nuper  collegio  de  Slratforde- 
super-Avon  in  dco  com’  nro  Warr  dudum  spectan’  et  perlinen’  ac  parcell’  possessionu  inde 
existen’  aceciam  omes  et  omimod  decimas  lane  agnello?  et  alias  miiuitas  et  privatas  decimas 
ac  obiacoes  et  alterag’  quecumq^  provenien’  crescen’  seu  renovan’  infra  lotam  paroebiam  de 
Stratford-super-Avon  predict  et  dco  nuper  collegio  de  Stratford-super-Avon  dudum  spectan’ 
et  pertinen’  ac  modo  vel  nuper  in  tenura  Willi  Barker  generosi  vel  assign’  suon  existen’  ac 
reversionem  et  reversiones  quascumq^  predcag  decimal  et  cuiuslit  inde  parcelle  ac  redditus 
revencoes  et  alia  annualia  proficua  quecumq^  reservata  super  qtiibuscunu],  dimissionib3  seu 
concessionib3  de  predcis  decimis  seu  de  aliqua  inde  parcelle  factis  reservata  Quequidem 
decime  obiacoes  et  alteragia  modo  extenduntur  ad  claruni  annuu  valorem  triginta  quatuor 
libra?  Habendum  tenendum  et  gaudend’  predict  decimas  obiacoes  et  alteragia  cum  eo?  perlin’ 
•universis  prefatis  ballivo  et  burgensib3  dci  burgi  de  Slralford-siijtcr-Avon  et  successorib3 
suis  imppetuu  Tenendum  de  nobis  liered  et  successorib3  nl'is  ut  de  inanerio  nro  de  est 
Grenewiche  in  com’  Kane  in  libero  et  coi  socagio  per  fidelitatem  tanlum  et  non  in  capite 
pro  oihib3  alijs  redditib3  servieijs  et  demandis  quibuscumq,  proinde  nobis  beredib3  vel 
successorib3  nris  quoquomodo  reddend’  solvend’  vel  faciend’  Aceciam  volumus  ac  ex  cert.a 
sciencia  et  mero  motu  nris  ac  auetboritate  nra  regia  suprema  et  ecclesiaslica  qua  fungimur 
pro  nobis  heredib3  et  successorib3  nris  per  presentes  concedimus  prefatis  ballivo  et  bur- 
gensib3  qd  iidem  ballivus  et  burgenses  et  successores  sui  tieant  teneant  et  gaudeant  et  in 
usus  suos  proprios  convertent  ac  here  tenere  et  gaudere  ac  in  usos  suos  propiios  convertere 
valeanl  et  possint  predcas  decimas  obiacoes  et  alteragia  et  quamlt  ea?dem  parcell’  adeo 
plene  et  integre  ac  in  tarn  amplio  et  consimilib3  modo  el  forma  prout  nuper  gardianus  dci 
nuper  collegij  de  Stratford-super-Avon  ant  aliquis  vel  aliqui  preciecesso?  suo?  jure  nuper 
collegij  illius  predict  decimas  obiacoes  et  alteragia  aut  aliquam  inde  parcellam  habuit  tenuLt 
vel  gavisus  fuit  ac  in  usus  suos  proprios  convertebat  habueinnt  tenuerunt  vel  gavisi  fuerunt 
ac  in  usus  suos  proprios  convertebant  seu  habere  tenere  gaudere  ac  in  usus  suos  proprios 
convertere  potuit  aut  potuerunt  debuit  aut  debuerunt  rone  aut  modo  quocumq,  aliquo 
statuto  actu  ordinacoe  provisione  {uohibicoe  constitucoc  seu  consuetudine  in  contrariu 
antehac  hit’  fact’  edit’  ordinal’  seu  provis’  aut  aliqua  alia  re  causa  seu  materia  quacumq^  in 
aliquo  non  obstan’  Damns  eciam  pro  consideracoe  predicta  ac  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero 
inotu  nris  per  presentes  concedimus  prefatis  ballivo  et  burgensib3  dci  burgi  de  Stratford- 
super-Avon  oihia  et  singula  exitus  redditus  revencoes  et  proficua  predict  decima?  et  cetero? 
pmisso?  a Festo  Annunciacois  Beate  Marie  Virginis  ultimo  preterito  hucusq^  proveniencia 
seu  crescencia  Habendum  eisdern  ballivo  et  burgensib3  ex  dono  nro  absq^  conpo  seu 
aliquo  alio  proinde  nobis  heredibj;  vel  successorib3  nris  quoquomodo  reddend’  solvend’  vel 
faciend’  In  quo?  omn’  consideracoe  volumus  et  ordinamus  ac  predci  ballivus  et  burgenses 
dicti  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  pse  et  successorib3  suis  concedunt  p^senlcs  qd  ipi  et 
successores  sui  annuatim  el  de  tempore  in  tempus  impei|)etuu  solvent  seu  solvi  faciant 
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STR  ATFORD  UPON-  vicario  perpetuo  in  ecdia  parocliiali  tie  Stratford-super-Avon  predicta  per  nos  per  presentes 
AVON.  incorporand’  ac  per  predict  ducem  NorthumFr’  hered’  et  assign’  suos  diios  eiusdem  burgi 

CharteTcharities,  de  Stratford-super-A von  noiand’  et  successorib3  suis  vicarijs  in  eadein  ecciia  viginti  libras 

^ continued.  j annu  ad  Festa  Sci  Michis  Arclii  et  Annunciacdis  Be  Marie  Virginis  per  equales  porcoes 
solvend’  noie  cuiusdam  annualis  pencois  in  dotacdem  vicarie  sue  assignand’  et  appunctuand’ 
aceciam  quadraginta  solidos  per  annu  ultra  dictas  viginti  libras  pro  deeimis  ejusdetn 
pencois  sive  dotacois  vicarie  predce  annuatiin  per  eundem  vicariu’  et  successores  suos  nobis 
hered’ et  successorib3  nris  ad  curiam  primitia?  et  decirna?  nraj;  ad  Festum  Natalis  Domini 
solvend’  aceciam  qd  iidem  ballivus  et  burgenses  et  successores  sui  ballivus  et  burgens 
dci  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  solvent  seu  solvi  faceant  annuatim  et  de 
tempore  in  tempus  imppm  magistro  sive  pedagogo  scole  nre  in  Stratford-super-Avon 
predict  per  nos  per  presentes  similit’  erigend’  et  incorporand’  ac  per  predcm  ducem 
hered’  et  assign’  suos  dhos  dci  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon,  de  tempore  in  tempus  noiand’ 
et  successorib3  suis  inagistris  sive  pedagogis  eiusdem  scole  viginti  libras  ad  dca  Festa  Sci 
Michis  Archi’  et  Annunciacdis  Beate  Marie  Virginis  per  equales  porcoes  solvend’ et  qd 
ijdem  ballivus  et  burgenses  immediate  post  sigillacoem  ha?  Ira?  patenciu  facient  seu  fieri 
causabunt  sufficientes  separales  donacoes  et  concessiones  tarn  predict  vicario  et  magistro  sive 
pedagogo  et  eo?  alteri  et  successorib3  suis  et  successorum  eo?  alterius  de  convenientib3 
domib3  habitab3  sive  mansion ib3  infra  dictani  villain  de  Stratford-super-Avon  pro  seperab3 
habitacdib3  et  mansionib3  eo?dem  vicarij  et  magistri  sive  pedagogi  et  successo?  suo? 
imppm  per  carlam  eordem  ballivi  et  burgensiu  sub  sigillo  suo  coi  fiend’  et  sigilland’  necnon 
qd  ijdem  ballivus  et  burgensis  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  et  successores  sui 
ballivus  et  burgenses  eiusdem  burgi  sumptib3  suis  proprijs  annuatim  de  tempore  in  tempus 
imppm  invenient  dabuni  solventq,  capellano  presbitero  in  dicta  ecciia  parochial!  de 
Stratford-super-Avon,  annuatim  imppetuu  deservitur’  ac  diclo  vicario  assisten’  decern 
libras  legalis  monete  Anglic  pro  stipendio  et  salario  suo  ad  dicta  Festa  Sci  Michis  Archi  et 
Annunciacdis  Beate  Virginis  per  equales  porSoes  solvend’  Et  ut  oihia  et  singula  premissa 
debitum  sortire  valeant  effectum  ac  firmis  jacl  fundamentis  imppm  duratur’  in  suo  robore  et 
virtute  durent  et  permaneant  imppm  Ulterius  volumus  ac  authoritate  nra  regia  suprema  et 
ecclesiastica  qua  fungiraur  pro  nobis  heredib3  et  successorib3  nris  per  presentes  coucedimus 
qd  in  ecciie  parochial!  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  sit  et  erit  vicarius  perpetuus  per  pre- 
dict ducem  Northumbr  heredes  et  assignatos  suos  dominos  eiusdem  ville  pro  tempore  existen’ 
noiand’  ac  loci  illius  ordinar’  et  diocesiano  presentand’  quiquidem  vicarius  sic  noiatus  et 
presentatus  noiabitur  et  erit  vicarius  perpetuus  dicte  ecciie  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict 
habeatqj  successionem  perpetuam  ipeq,  et  successores  sui  loco  rcoris  erit  residen’  inibi  faciat 
hospitalitatem  fovebit  et  curam  aia?  paroch  ibidem  gerat  ceteraq^  omia  faciei  et  exeouetur 
que  ad  officiii  rcoris  sive  vicarij  pertinere  dinoscitur  Volumus  et  eciam  et  authoritate  nra 
predicta  per  presentes  concedimus  qd  idem  vicarius  et  successores  sui  per  nomen  vicarij 
ppelui  ecciie  parochialis  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  sint  et  erunt  persone  habiles 
et  in  lege  capaces  ad  recipiend’  et  perquirend’  sibi  et  successorib3  suis  vicarijs  perpetuis 
eiusdem  ecciie  de  predcis  ballivo  et  burgensib^  dci  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon 
quendam  annualem  pencionem  sive  annuitatem  viginti  libra?  per  annu  pro  vicaria 
sua  inibi  dotand’  et  quadraginta  solid’  per  anno  pro  decima  vicarie  predict  annuatim 
nobis  hered’  et  successorib3  nris  ut  prefertur  solvend’  cum  clausula  districois  pro 
securitate  soluc6is  eo?dem  annualii?  redditu’  et  eo?  alterius  fiend’  et  p idem  nomen 
et  sub  eo  n5ie  prosequi  clamare  et  placitare  ac  implacitari  defendere  et  defendi 
respondere  et  responder!  in  quibuscumq,  curijs  et  locis  regni  nri  ac  dmor  jurisdiccionu 
et  protescatu  nostro?  hered’  et  successo?  nro?  quo?cumq  in  et  super  oihibj  et  singulis 
causis  accbib^  sectis  debitis  demand’  et  querelis  realib3  psonalib3  et  mixtis  tarn  tem- 
poralib3  qm  spiritualib3  et  in  omib3  alijs  reb3  causis  et  inaterijs  quibuscumq^  dictos 
annuales  reddiius  penciones  sive  annuitates  viginti  libra?  et  quadraginta  solido?  sive 
aliquam  inde  parcellam  tangen’  sive  concernen’  Aceciam  volumus  ac  ex  certa  sciencia 
et  mero  motu  nrs  et  aucthoritate  nra  regia  suprema  et  ecclesiastica  qua  fungimur  pro 

. nobis  heredib3  et  successorib3  nris  per  presentes  concedimus  prefato  vicario  perpetuo 

ecciie  parochialis  ville  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  pro  tempore  existen’  et  successorib3 
suis  vicarijs  perpetuis  ejusdem  ecciie  pro  tempore  existen’  qd  idem  vicarius  et  successores 
sui  heant  teneant  utantur  et  gaudeant  ac  habere  tenere  uti  et  gaudere  possint  et  valeant  in 
o et  per  integram  parochiam  de  Siratford-super-Avon  tot  talia  tanta  eadem  hujusmodi  et 

consimilia  peculiares  jurisdiccoes  exempcoes  probacoes  testamento?  curias  coreccoes 
punicoes  ac  cetera  jura  ecciiastica  et  spalia  quecuniq^  quot  qualia  quanta  et  que  gardianus 
dci  nuper  collegij  de  Stratford-super-Avon  pro  tempore  existen’  aut  aliquis  vel  aliqui 
predecesso?  suo?  aut  aliquis  alius  sive  aliqui  alij  liabuit  tenuit  usus  vel  gavisus  fuit  huerunt 

tenuerunt 


Warwick.] 


FOR  INQUIRING  CONCERNING  CHARITIES. 


727 


tenuerunt  usi  vel  gavisi  fuerunt  seu  here  tenere  uti  vel  gaudere  debuir  aut  debueiimt  STRATFORD- UPON 

potuit  aut  potuerunt  in  predicta  parochia  de  Stratford-super-Avon  et  ceteris  premissis  aut  AVON. 

in  aliqua  inde  parcella  racione  aut  modo  quocumq^  Ac  Ulterius  sciatis  qd  nos  singlari  Charter  Charities, 

duct  ainore  et  atfectu  quo  subditos  regni  nri  impuberes  in  supdc  com’  nrm  Wan’  non  v confuted,  j 

parum  prosequhnur  iit  imposte?  ab  incunabilis  politionb3  imbuti  his  qm  ante  nra  tempora 

erat  solituin  cum  ad  provectiorem  devenerint  etatem  eruditiores  evadant  sic  nimirum 

existimantes  eccliam  XpT  Anglicanam  cuius  vices  in  terris  immediate  gerimus  non  minus 

in  re  litteraria  doctis  qm  prudent’  ad  universi  regni  nri  comodum  ornari  decorariq,  quandam 

liberam  scolam  gramaticalem  in  dicta  villa  de  Stratford-super-Avon  de  uno  magistro 

sive  pedagogo  tenore  presenciu  realiter  et  ad  plenu  creamus  erigimus  fundamus 

ordinamus  facimus  etstabilimus  perpetuis  futuris  temporib3  duratur’  et  sic  stabiliri  et  imppm 

inviolabiliter  observari  volumus  et  jubemus  per  presentes  Et  qd  dicta  scola  sic  per  nos 

fundat  creata  erecta  et  stabilita  vulgariter  the  Kyngs  newe  Schole  of  Stratford-upon- 

Avon  imppm  vocetur  noTetur  et  appelletur  ac  qd  in  eadem  scola  erit  magister  sive 

pedagogis  per  predcm  ducem  Northumbf  heredes  et  assign’  suos  dnos  burge  de  Stratford- 

super-Avon  predict  pro  tempore  existen’  de  tempore  in  tempos  noiand’  et  appunctuand’ 

Quiquidem  magister  sive  pedagogus  sic  nSiatus  seu  appunctuat’  per  nomen  magri  sive 
pedagogi  lib?e  scole  de  Stratford-super-Avon  vocetur  appelletur  et  nuncupetur  ipmq^ 
per  idem  nomen  vocari  et  imppm  nuncupari  volumus  et  jubemus  per  presentes  Aceciam 
Volumus  qd  idem  magister  sive  pedagogus  et  successores  magri  sive  pedagogi  dicte  scole  de 
Stratford-super-Avon  predict’  heant  et  habebunt  successionem  perpetuam  et  sint  persone 
habiles  et  capaces  tarn  ad  recipiend’  et  perquirend’  sibi  et  successorib3  suis  magistris  sive 
pedagogis  eiusdem  scole  de  predcis  burgensib3  ville  de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict’ 
quendam  annualem  redditum  pencoem  sive  aunuitatem  viginti  libraf  per  annu  cum 
clausula  districois  pro  securitate  soluicois  eiusdem  qm  eciam  quecumq,  alia  terras  tehta 
possessiones  et  hereditamenta  de  quibuscumq,  personis  sive  quacunq,  persona  ult’  diet' 


annualem  reddit  sive  pencoem  viginti  libra?  dumodo  non  excedet  annuu  valor  viginti 
libr’  per  annu  Volumus  eciam  ac  pro  nobis  heredib3  et  successorib3  nfis  per  presentes 
concedimus  prefatis  ballivo  et  burgen’  dicte  ville  de  Stratford-super-Avon  qd  ijdem 
burgenses  dare  possint  et  concedere  tarn  prefato  vicario  perpetuo  dicte  ecciie  parochial  is 
ville  de  Stratford  predict’  et  successorib3  suis  vicarijs  perpetuis  ejusdem  ecciie  predict’ 


annuales  redditus  pencoes  sive  annuitates  viginti  libra?  per  annu  et  quadraginta  solido? 
per  annu  ad  domu  et  mansionem  convenient’ pro  dicto  vicario  et  successorib3  suis  vicarijs 
ibidem  inhabitand’  qm  prefato  magistro  sive  pedagogo  dicte  scole  nri  de  Stratford-super- 
Avon  et  successorib3  suis  magistris  sive  pedagogis  ejusdem  scole  predict  annualem 
1‘eddit  pencoem  sive  annuitatem  viginti  libra?  per  annu  ac  domu  et  mansionem  con- 
venientem  pro  predco  magistro  sive  pedagogo  et  successorib3  suis  magris  sive  peda- 
gogis ibidem  inhabitand’ cum  clausula  districcois  in  omib3  et  singulis  premissis  preconcess’  per 
cartas  suas  seperales  sub  dicto  sigillo  suo  coihuni  conficiend’  et  sigilland’  aut  aliter  quoqumq^ 
modo  et  eidem  vicario  et  successorib3  suis  ac  dicto  magro  sive  pedagogo  et  successorib3 
suis  qd  ipi  sepatim  predict  sepales  annuales  redditus  penciones  sive  annuitates  modo  et 
forma  predcis  de  predcis  burgensib3  capere  et  recipere  possint  el  valeant  licenciam  dedimus 
et  damns  pro  nobis  et  successorib3  nfis  statut’  de  terris  et  tentis  ad  manu  mortuam  non 
ponend’  aut  aliquo  alio  statuto  sive  ordinacoe  in  contrariu  fact  non  obstan’  et  ut  predict 
vicarius  et  successores  sui  ac  magister  sive  pedagogus  predict  et  successores  sui  habeant 
teneant  et  gaudeant  predict  seperales  annuales  redditus  penciones  sive  annuitates  sedm 
formam  et  intencionem  ha?  ira?  nfa?  paten’  predict  ballivus  et  burgenses  dci  burgi  de 
Stratford-super-Avon  pro  et  in  consideracoe  premisso?  concedant  pro  se  et  successorib3 
suis  ballivo  et  burgensib3  ejusdem  ville  qd  ipi  immediate  et  absq,  ulla  dilacoe  post 
confecebem  et  sigillacoem  ha?  ira?  nfa?  patenciu  facient  seu  fieri  causabunt  tarn 
sufficientem  donacoem  et  concessionem  per  caiTam  suam  sub  dco  sigillo  suo  coi  conficiend’ 
et  sigilland’  prefato  vicario  perpetuo  per  predcm  ducem  Northumbf  et  heredes  suos  domios 
ville  predicte  pro  tempore  existen'  ut  predictur  noiand’  dicte  ecciie  de  Stratford-super-Avon 
predict  et  successorib3  suis  vicarijs  perpetuis  ejusdem  ecciie  de  predco  annual!  redditu 
pencione  sive  annuitat’  viginti  libra?  et  in  forma  pdea  solvend’  et  exeun’  de  premissis 
preconcess’  cum  clausula  districcois  in  eisdem  qm  sufficient’  donacoem  et  concessionem 
similit’  per  cartam  suam  sub  sigillo  suo  coi  conficiend’  et  sigilland’  prefato  ma^o  sive 
pedagogo  dicte  scole  nostre  de  Stratford-super-Avon  et  successorib3  suis  magistris  sive 
pedagogis  eiusdem  scole  de  predco  annuali  redditu  viginti  libra?  exeun’  de  premissis 
preconcessis  cum  clausula  districcois  in  eisdem  ei  in  forma  predicta  solvend’  statutis  de  terris 
et  terilis  ad  rnanu’  mortuam  non  ponend’  aut  aliquo  alio  statuto  lege  consuetudine  prohibi66e 
"p.  1 5.  4 Z :2  causa 
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causa  seu  materia  quacumq^  in  aliquo  non  obstan’  Salvis  tatnen  ac  prefato  duci  Northumbr 
et  heredib3  suis  diiis  predicti  burgi  de  Stratford-super-Avon  pro  tempore  existen’  omnio 
reservalis  presentac  ndiaeoe  et  concessione  tarn  dci  vicarij  perpetui  dicte  ecciie  parochialis 
de  Stratford-super-Avon  predict  et  successor  suo?  vicario?  eiusdein  ecciie  qin  noiacoe  et 
donacoe  predci  magistri  sive  pedagogi  dee  scole  nostre  dicte  ville  de  Stratford-super-Avon 
predict  et  successor  suo^  magistro?  ejusdem  scole  Ac  Salvis  nobis  heredib^  et  successorib3 
nfis  oinino  reservatis  decimis  eiusdem  vicarie  annuatim  solvend  Salvis  eciam  simili  modo 
reservatis  primis  fructib3  eiusdem  vicarie  per  successores  vicarij  predci  post  banc  vicem 
solvend’  prout  Justum  est  cum  acciderit.”  In  cujus  rei  testimoniu  has  litteras  nras  fieri 
fecimus  patenles  teste  me  ipo  apud  Westmonasteriu  Vicessinio  octavo  die  Junij  anno  regni 
nostri  septinia.” 


Milscnt. 
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COUNTY  OF  YORK— WEST  RIDING. 

/ 

WAPENTAKE  OF  SKYllACK. 

PARISH  OF  guise:ley. 

CHAPE  LRY  OF  RAWDEN. 

tir:  free  school. 

AN  ACCOUNT  of  Monies  vereived  and  paid  by  the  Trustees  of  Rawden  and  Laneshaw  Bridge  Schools, 
from  their  commencement  as  Trustees,  in  the  Year  1815,  to  the  end  of  1825. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1SI5. 

Received  on  account  of  stone  sold 

1815. 

Paid  for  a book  for  Trustees  use  - 

- 

8 

— 

in  the  estate  at  Idle,  belonging 
to  the  Trust  - - - - 

23 

1 

- 

Salary  to  Rawden  schoolmaster  - 

5 

- 

- 

Half  year’s  rent  of  estate  at  Idle  - 

13 

- 

- 

D°  - to  Laneshaw  Bridge  d“  - 

S 

- 

- 

Balance  on  hand  - . . 

22 

13 

- 

£. 

3(5 

i 

- 

f. 

36 

1 

- 

1816. 

Balance  brought  down 

22 

«3 

- 

i8i6. 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

- 

— 

Received  on  account  of  stone  sold 

2 

- 

Expenses  of  repairs  at  - - d° 

108 

18 

2 

One  year’s  rent  ... 

26 

- 

- 

Salary  to  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

15 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - - d° 

27 

19 

6 

Advertising  sale  of  stone,  printing 
hand-bills,  and  expenses  of  sale 

6 

<9 

— 

Incidental  expenses  - - - 

I 

16 

.5 

Balance  on  hand  - . . 

39 

1 

1 1 

£. 

209 

15 

- 

£. 

209 

15 

- 

1817. 

Balance  brought  down 

39 

I 

1 1 

1817. 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

to 

- 

- 

Received  on  account  of  stone  sold 

255 

17 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d“  - 

J30 

16 

3 

One  year’s  rent  . - - - 

26 

- 

- 

Salary  to  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

•7 

>4 

6 

Expenses  at  - - d®  - 

9 

3 

*2 

New  trust  deed  of  premises 

/G 

2 

6 

i 

1 

Attorney’s  attendance  at  sale  of 
stone,  articles,  stamp,  &c. 

6 

2 

- 

i 

Advertising  premises  at  Idle  to  let, 
hand-bills,  and  expenses  relating 
thereto  ----- 

1 3 

!7 

« 

Allowed  the  tenant  for  fencing  and 

1 

1 

1 

1 

cultivating  an  allotment  on  Idle 
Moor  ----- 

26 

- 

- 

■ Incidental  expenses  - - - 

- 

H 

6 

1 Balance  on  hand  - - - 

40 

8 

6 

£. 

320 

18 

1 1 

1 ^ 

320 

t8 

1 1 

4 Z 3 
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Account  of  Monies  received  and  paid  by  Trusters  of  llawdc-n  and  Lanesliaw  Bridge  Schools — continued. 


£. 

5 

d. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

B.ilance  brought  down 

40 

8 

6 

1S18. 

Raid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

- 

- 

Received  on  account  of  stone  sold 

too 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d“  - 

18 

13 

5 

Half-year’s  rent  . . - 

'3 

- 

- 

hialary  to  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

i5 

- 

- 

Half-year’s  ditto 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d”  - 

105 

.5 

7 

Balance  due  lu  Treasurer  - 

41 

■2 

10 

- - D“  - - in  improving  estate  at 

Idle 

54 

3 

5 

Commissioner’s  charge  on  account 

of  an  allotment  on  Idle  Moor  - 

'3 

18 

- 

- 

Incidental  expenses  - . . 

- 

10 

1 1 

£. 

•21  8 

1 1 

4 

£. 

218 

1 1 

4 

liorro.ved  ----- 

too 

- 

- 

1819. , 

Balance  lirought  down 

4> 

2 

10 

Received  one  year’s  rent 

48 

- 

- 

Paid  salary-  to  Rawdei)  master 

10 

— 

Expenses  at  - - d°  - 

2 

6 

6 

Salary  to  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

16 

- 

Expenses  at  Idle  . . - 

51 

3 

6 

Interest  and  incidental  expenses  - 

4 

6 

4 

Balance  on  hand  ... 

23 

- 

10 

£. 

148 

£. 

148 

- 

- 

Balance  brought  down 

‘23 

— 

10 

1820, 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

Received  one  year’s  rent 

48 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d“  - 

_ 

2 

3 

An  acknowledgment  ul  an  eii- 

Salary  to  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

16 

croachnient  on  the  premises  at 

Idle 

- 

1 

3 

Expenses  al  - - d“  - 

0 

- 

- 

D"  - - at  Idle  - - . 

2 

»9 

4 

Interest  and  incidental  expenses  - 

5 

7 

5 

Balance  on  hand  ... 

34 

•3 

1 

£. 

/ 

7' 

2 

1 

£. 

7» 

2 

1 

Balance  brought  down 

3+ 

'3 

1 

1821. 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

Received  one  year’s  rent 

4^5 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d°  - 

_ 

5 

6 

/ 

Salary  to  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

16 



Expenses  at  Idle  ... 

30 

10 

— 

Interest  and  incidental  expenses  - 

5 

6 

Balance  on  hand  . - - 

20 

17 

I 

£. 

82 

13 

1 

£. 

82 

J3 

1 

Balance  brought  down 

20 

17 

1 

1822. 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

Received  one  year’s  rent 

48 

- 

- 

lix  peases  at  - - d®  - 

1 

1 1 

_ 

Salary  l,o  Laneshaw  Bridge  master 

16 

— 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d*  - 

1 

- 

Placed  in  the  savings  bank  - 

29 

_ 

Interest  and  incidental  expenses  - 

5 

6 

— 

Balance  on  hand  ... 

5 

>9 

1 

£. 

(J3 

»7 

1 

£. 

68 

>7 

1 
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.\ccuuNT  of  Monies  received  and  paid  by  Trustees  of  Rawdeii  and  Lanesbaw  Bridge  Schools— couh'nverJ. 


£. 

s. 

£. 

s. 

el. 

I5alance  bro!ig})t  down 

5 

>9 

1 

18-23. 

Paid  salary  to  Kawden  master 

10 

- 

- 

Received  one  year’s  lent 

48 

- 

- 

- - D°  - - Lanesbaw  Bridge  d® 

16 

- 

- 

.Acknowledgment  of  an  encroach- 

Expenses  at  - - d"  - 

2 

_ 

ment  - . - - - 

! 

— 

1 

6 

1 Interest  ami  iuciilenial  expenses  - 

5 

«4 

1 1 

j Withdrawn  from  tlie  savings  bank 

29 

— 

i 

j Paid  in  part  ol  tool,  borrowed  - 

50 

Interest  accrued  on  - - - d“ 

1 

•5 

5 

Balance  on  hand  - - . 

1 

1 

1 

£. 

84 

16 

- 

£. 

84  16 

- 

Balance  brouglit  down 

1 

1 

1 

1824, 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

_ 

Received  one  year’s  rent 

48 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d®  - 

- 

4 

2 

Salary  to  Latieshaw  Bridge  master 

i6 

- 

- 

Interest  and  incidental  expenses  - 

2 

iG 

- 

Allowed  R.  Jackson,  late  scheol- 

master  at  Ifawden,  for  repairing 
school  windows,  for  several  years, 
and  giving  up  his  office  and  pre- 
mises, as  agreed  at  a meeting  of 
Trustees  and  other  inhabitants  - 

10 

10 

Balance  on  hand  - - . 

9 

10 

11 

f. 

49 

1 

1 

£. 

49 

1 

1 

Balance  brought  down 

9 

10 

1 1 

1825. 

Paid  salary  to  Rawden  master 

10 

Received  one  year’s  rent 

48 

- 

- 

Expenses  at  - - d“  - 

9 

1 

3 

Salary  to  Lanesbaw  Bridge  master 

16 

- 

- 

Interest  and  incidental  expenses  - 

3 

J4 

4 

Balance  on  hand 

18 

15 

4 

£. 

57 

10 

1 1 

£ 

57 

10 

1 1 

Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hand 

Owing  by  concern,  part  of  the 

18 

>5 

4 

loo /.  borrowed  - - . 

50 
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L E E D 8. 


CHARITIES  UNDER  THE  ORDER  OF 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  STA^EMENT  OR  ACCOUNT  OF  CHARITIES 
By  the  decree  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Commission 


LEEDS. 

Charities  under  the 
order  o(  the  Conimitice 
of  Pious  Uses. 


DATE. 


HOW  GIVEN,  OR  SErrLED. 


13th  September,  “2 1st  Elizabeth  - 


Surrender  - 


DONOR,  &c. 


Henry  Ambler  and  others 


5th  February,  43d  Elizabeth 
28th  October,  37th  Henry  S 

6th  July  1552  - - - 

15th  June  1604 

gth  October,  14th  James  ist 

23d  August  1602 

6tb  June  1613  - 

21st  March,  ist  James  1st 
21st  April,  39th  Elizabeth 

15th  March,  44th  Elizabeth 
loih  June,  27th  Elizabeth 

2cth  April,  22d  Elizabeth 


Deed  . . . . 

Will  - - - - • 

Will  and  surrender 

Will  - - - - 

Agreement 

Surrender  - - - 

Will  ...  - 

Will  . - . 

Deed  ... 
Surrender  - 

Surrender  - - - 

Surrender  ... 

Richard  Simpson  and  others 


Alice  Walker  - . - . 

Sir  John  Harrison  ... 

William  Sheafitid  - - - 

Richard  Ibbetson  . . . 

Purchased  out  of  poor’s  stock  - 
William  Rushforth 

John  Basse  - . - . 

Edward  Brooke  . . - 

Purchased  out  of  poor’s  stock  - 
Lawrence  Rawson  - - - 

Lawrence  Rawson  - 

Christopher  Hopton,  esq.  and 
others. 

Grant  or  purchase  from  the 
Crown. 
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LEEDS. 

THE  CO.MMITTEE  OF  PIOUS  USES. 

AND  PROPERTY  VESTED  IN  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PIOUS  USES, 
of  1621,  as  found  and  set  forth  in  the  inquisition. 


PROPERTY. 

SITUATION. 

USES. 

Land,  17  yards  by  iq.  yards 

Pitfall,  Leeds  ... 

For  repairing  the  highways  ne.tr, 
Leeds. 

Rent-charge  of  2 1.  out  of  house 

Flesh  Shambles  . - . 

For  poor  of  Leeds, 

Rent-charRe  of  4/.  out  of  house 

Leeds IVoodhouse 

For  poor  of  Leeds. 

and  lands  - 

9 Messuages  - - - -1 

Near  Sheepscarr  Bridge.  Leeds 

(Tree  grammar  school,  according 
to  the  will  of  William  Shea- 
[ field. 

4 Closes,  8 Acres  - - - v 

Parrel  of  land  . . .J 

Sum  of  5 - 

Poor  of  Leeds. 

Moothall  - - , . 

l.eeds  .... 

Poor  of  Leeds. 

Shop  in  Shambles  ... 

Leeds  . . - . 

One-half  poor  of  Leeds  ; oiie-half- 
poor  of  Whitchurch. 

Rent-charge  of  20s.  on  8 acres 

Poor  of  Leeds, 

of  land. 

Rent-charge  of  20s.  out  of  four 

Near  Sheepscarr  Bridge,  Leeds 

Poor  of  Leeds. 

closes. 

Close  called  Well  Roid 

At  Beeston  ... 

P(/or  of  Leeds. 

Messuage,  barn  and  o.xgang  of 

In  Halton  - - - _ 

Grammar  school. 

land,  with  a'‘  Deyne”  in  Mal- 
ton-field. 

Three  cottaces  ... 

Marsh-lane,  Leeds  - - j 

Grammar  school. 

Close  called  Cawles,  3 acres 
Two  cottages  - - - 

Kirkgate,  Leeds  - - - 1 

Ilolheck. 

Grammar  school. 

And  all  lands  late  of  Richard 
Bank. 

New  Chapel,  44  yaids  by  36, 

Head  Row  . - - _ 

''-V 

with  orchard,  garden  and  de- 
cayed cottage.  Then  used  for 
the  free  grammar  school. 

Tenement  or  chapel 

Bridge  End  - . . 

Two  cottages,  24  yards  by  iS  - 

North  end  of  bridge 

One  garden,  yards  by  6 yards 

East  part  of  Leeds  bridge 

1 

One  cottage,  10  yards  by  7 yards 

Briggate  - - . . 

One  pair  of  tenters,  28  yards  by 

Picksmall  goyte  - - - 

School  and  highways. 

1 

7 yards. 

One  cottage,  24  yards  by  6 yards 

Side  of  church-yard 

1 

Cottage  and  garden,  50  yards  by 
20  yards. 

Marsh-lane  - . . 

i 

f 

Two  cottages,  40  ells  by  20  yards 



Cottage  and  rood  of  land  - 

Hill  Flouse  Banks 

'I’bree  cottages,  3 gardens  and 

West  end  of  Leeds 

i acre  of  land. 

Rep.  15. 

5 A 

(cunfinued.') 

LEEDS. 

Cliarities  under  the 
order  of  (he  Committee 
of  Pious  Uses. 

V 
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Chaiities  under  the  Order  of  the 


LEEDS. 


Cliarllies  under  tlie 
order  of  the  Committee 
of  Pious  Uses. 

V, 


D.\TE. 

HOW  GIVEN',  OK  SEITLED. 

DONORS,  &c. 

ist  IMay,  42d  Elizabeth 

Order  of  duchy  court  of  Lan- 
caster. 



26tb  February,  41st  Elizabeth  - 

Will 

George  JeflVey  . - . 

22d  April,  7th  James  1st  - 

Surrender  - - - - 

Purchased  with  money  belong- 
ing to  the  grammar  scliool. 

23d  August  1602  ... 

Will 

John  Bussy  - 

15th  September,  17th  James  1st 

Deed  ----- 

John  Saville  and  'I'homas  .Sa- 
ville,  knights. 

BRIEF  STATEMENT  and  ACCOUNT  of  Charit}'  Estates,  from  a Survey  and 
Plan  made  by  order  of  the  Committee,  in  September  1792,  1703  and  1704. 


Estate  for  repair iug  the  Highzcays. 

1st. — In  Upperbead-row  in  Leeds: 

Divers  houses,  yards,  gardens,  with  appurtenances,  containing  altogether 
7,298  yards, 

2d. — In  the  isle  of  Cinder  : 

A Callender  house  and  garden,  251  yards. 


Rent-charges. 

Forty  shillings  out  of  a house  in  Brigget,  then  belonging  to  Mr.  Shute,  for  the 
highways. 

Five  shillings  out  of  the  New  Inn  and  yard,  belonging  to  Mr.  Glover,  for  the  poor. 

Two  shillings  and  sixpence  out  of  several  houses,  belonging  to  Mr.  Charles  Bovnton, 
for  the  poor. 

Two  shillings  and  sixpence  out  of  several  houses,  with  the  appurtenances,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Dixon,  for  the  poor. 

Estates  belonging  to  the  Poor. 

1st. — At  the  Moothall, — Divers  shops,  containing  together  225  yards,  with  the  Moothall 
over  the  same. 

Rent-charge  of  18s.  4d.  out  of  three  houses  and  shops  near  the  .Moothall, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Copperthwaite. 

A rent-charge  of  40s.  out  of  a butcher’s  shop,  in  the  W ool  chamber,  belonging 
to  John  Sherwood. 


2d.— At 
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Coniniiltee  of  Pious  Uses — continued. 


rUOPEUTY. 


SITUATION. 


One-l'uird  part  of  toll  dish 
Ditto  - - - 

Ditto  . . 


Land  lo  be  sold,  but  gift  com- 
muted for  2 if.  secured  by 
bonds. 

One-tbird  of  three  cottages 

One-third  of  land  and  buildings 

One-third  of  Goldsmith’s  Close 

Half  a Lillie  Butt,  one  acre  of 
land. 

Rent-charge  of  20  5. 

Chapel  and  chapel-yard  - 


Woodhouse  Carr 

South  partof  Sheepscarr  Beck 
Buslingthorpe. 

In  fields  of  Leeds  Woodhouse 
In  Linley  Nook  - - - 

Out  of  lands  in  Leeds  Wood- 
house  fields  and  elsewhere. 

In  Headingley  . - - 


USES. 


Bailiff  of  Leeds. 

Poor  of  Leeds. 

Repair  of  market  stead  and  high- 
ways. 

Poor  of  Leeds. 


^Free  grammar  school. 

Poor  of  Leeds. 

For  a minister  to  celebrate  di- 
vine service. 


LEEDS. 

Charities  under  the 
order  of  the  ConimilteH: 
of  Pious  Uses. 


2d. — At  the  Bank,  in  Leeds  : 

Three  closes,  containing  together  5A.  3 r.  iop. 

In  Woodhouse-lane  and  Hunslet-lane,  garden  and  two  closes,  containing 
together  4 a.  2r.  36?. 

3d. — At  the  Royds  in  Beeston  : 

Farm-house,  barn  with  appurtenances,  and  closes,  containing  together 
20  A.  1 R.  32  p. 

4th. — At  Broom  Hill,  in  Potternewton : 

One  moiety  of  a farm-house,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  closes,  containing 
together  39A.  or.  39P. 

5th. — Rent-charges  out  of  premises  at  Sheepscarr: 

Messrs.  Holroyd’s  estates,  los.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Whitelock’s  - d°  - 10s.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Faber’s  - - - d®  - 16s,  - but  which  rent-charge  was  purchased  in 

1806,  for  15/. 

Rent-charges  out  of  Estates  in  Leeds. 

Mr.  Bramley’s,  13  s.  Ad. 

Mr.  George  BischofF,  13  s.  4 c?. 

Mr.  John  Taylor’s,  13s.  /\d. 

Mr.  Hey’s,  Gallow  Hill  Closes,  16s. 

Mr.  S.  Murgetroyd’s,  5s.;  but  sold  to  Mr.  Murgelroyd  in  1807,  for  5/. 

Mr.  Westwood’s,  30s. ; but  sold  in  1807,  to  M r.  Westwood,  for  30/. 

There  is  also  an  annual  payment  of  2/,  due  to  the  poor,  from  lands  at  Sheepscarr, 
belonging  to  John  Old,  esq.;  and  5s.  from  late  Bussey’s  lands,  belonging  to  Robert 
Dennison,  esq.;  but  as  the  particular  lands  charged  with  the  payments  could  not  be  made 
out,  the  lands  are  not  included  in  this  survey. 


Free 
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LEEDS. 

Charities  under  the 
order  of  the  Committee 
of  I’ious  Uses. 

V , y 


Free  Grammar  School. 

Scliool  pieniisfs,  consisting  of  a school  and  large  yard,  and  a house,  stable,  and  oilier 
buildings,  yard  and  garden,  containing  in  the  whole  0,217  y^ffls;  and  that  the  school 
estates  consisted  of  the  following  particulars; 

School^  Estate,  S^c. 

1st. — In  Call  lane,  in  Leeds;  ... 

Sundry  Messuages  with  out-buildings,  yards,  and  appurtenances,  containing 
in  the  whole,  J 0,324  yards. 

2d. — In  Vicar-lane,  in  Leeds; 

Sundry  messuages,  out-houses,  yards,  and  ajipurtenances,  conttiining  in  the 
whole,  3,731  yards. 

3d. — In  Marsh-lane,  in  Leeds  ; 

Ditto  - - - 3,122  yards. 

4ih.— At  the  Bank,  in  Leeds: 

Ditto  - - - 1,230  yards. 

5th. — Against  the  Old  Church-yard,  in  Leeds: 

Three  houses,  a public  house,  brewhouse,  necessary^  house,  and  yard, 
304  yards. 

6th. — At  Nether  Green,  near  Wood  house  : 

Farm-house,  four  cottages  with  out-buiidings,  yards,  gardens,  and  lane,  and 
closes,  containing  altogether,  iiA.  3K.  2 H. 

7th. — Near  Sheepscarr,  in  Leeds: 

Certain  lands,  containing  altogether,  subject  to  the  alteration  made  by  the 
New  Road,  12  a.  311.  2jv. 

8th. — Other  estate,  at  Sheepsearr : 

A close  and  garden,  containing  together,  1 a.  1 r.  12  p. 

pth. — At  Holbeck  : 

Two  dwelling-houses,  with  dye-house,  scribling  shop,  and  out-buildings,  and 
two  gardens,  and  a croft,  containing  together,  two  roods,  or  2,874  yards. 

10th. — At  Low  Balme,  in  Holbeck  : 

Buildings  with  the  appurtenances,  759  yaids. 

11th. — In  Temple  Newshani,  in  Halton,  in  the  parish  of  VVhitkirk  : 

Divers  closes  and  uninclosed  lands,  containing  together,  29  a.  1 k.  20  p.* 

12th.— At  Wike : 

In  the  parish  of  Harewood  : 

A farm-house  and  divers  closes,  containing  altogether,  27  A.  ok.  21  p. 

In  the  parish  of  Bardsea  : 

A close,  8 A.  3R.  32  p. 


* Note. — The  state  of  this  property  has  undergone  some  alteration  lately  by  an  inclosure,  ot  which 
the  award  is  not  yet  made.  The  quantity  is  not  materially  altered,  but  by  means  of  exchanges  under 
the  IncloMue  Act,  the  estate  is  rendered  more  compact. 

September  1825. 

i 1 
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Charities  under  l!ie  Order  of  the  Conunittce  of  Pious  \jses—co/itinued. 


RENTAL  of  PROPERTY  beloni;ing  (o  llie  Higiiwaya  in  LEEDS,  1825. 


TENANIS  NAMES. 

HOTSES  or  LAND. 

Where  situate. 

Quantity. 

How  It  t. 

RENT. 

William  Osburn 

linuse,  warehouse  and  stable 

Upperliead  Row 

A K . P. 

by  the-  year 

£.  A.  d. 

120  - - 

Mr.  Crosby  - - - 

warehouse  ... 

d® 

- 

d“ 

35  - - 

George  Sharp 

house  and  sboj) 

d“ 

- 

- d“ 

26  - ~ 

Widow  Bradwith  - 

house  and  shop 

d® 

- 

d® 

26  - - 

Widow  Fretwell 

house  and  shop 

d“ 

. 

d“ 

29  - - 

Thomas  Furbank  - 

house  - 

d® 

- 

d“ 

■25  - - , 

Widow  Weare 

house,  shop  and  yard 

d° 

- 

d® 

35  - - 

John  Wilson  - - - 

public  house  and  stables  - 

d" 

. 

- d® 

40  - - 

Widow  Proctor 

house,  shop  and  stables  - 

d® 

- 

d® 

12  - - 

James  Spence 

warehouse  and  stable 

d® 

- 

d® 

13  - - 

Luke  Marsh  - - 

shop  . - . . 

d“ 

- 

d® 

22  - - 

William  Waite 

warehouse  _ - . 

d® 

- 

d® 

49  - - 

Samuel  Stead 

house  and  shop 

d“ 

- 

d“ 

23  - - 

John  Stead 

house  and  shop 

d“ 

- 

d® 

25  - - 

Widow  Beckwith  - 

house  - - - . 

d" 

. 

- d" 

7 - - 

Widow  Carr 

public  house  and  stables  - 

d® 

- 

d® 

50  - - 

Frederick  Wilson  - 

house  and  shop 

d® 

- 

- d® 

3>  10  - 

Widow  Addy 

house  and  shop 

d" 

- 

- d" 

18  - - 

Twelve  cottages 

- 

d" 

- 

d" 

38  - - 

William  Wilson 

land  .... 

Wade  Lane 

300 

. d® 

iG  16  - 

• 

641  6 - 

Charles  Brown 
Benjamin  Atkinson 
George  Grubb 

Tliomas  Clapham  - 

Joseph  Nussey 
Robert  Capper 
William  ^Vo()d 
Joshua  Whitehead  - 
Messrs.  Beckett 


RENTAL  of  PROPERTY  belonging  to  the  Poor  of  Leeds,  1825. 
land  - - - Munslet  Lane 

land  ...  - Par  Bank  - 

land,  house,  barn  andstables  near  Halton  Bar 

land 


land 

land 

land,  house,  &c. 

land 

land 


Potternewton 

Far  Bank  - 
sheepscarr 
Royds  Beeston  - 
Woodhouse  Lane 
- d*  - - 


3(> 

30 

o 391. 

Tioiety.  J 

■I 


39 

one  moiety 

3 o 
one  nioieiy 

I I 20 


ren'.-charge 
•20  I 32 

rent  charge 
o 1 10 


■3 


RENTAL  of  PROPERTY  belonging  to  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  Leeds,  1825. 


Joseph  Render 
Thomas  Coats 
George  Phillips 
Richard  Wood 
Joseph  Hejghington 
House  of  Recovery 
Joseph  Yates 
Ann  Sutton  - 
John  English 
Joseph  'I'ebbs 

Rep.  15. 




Vicar  Lane 

- 

on  lease 

house  and  shop 

d® 

- 

by  the  year 

house  and  shop 

d° 

- d® 

bouse  and  shop 

d° 

. 

(i® 

warehouse  - - 

d“ 

- 

- d® 



d® 

- 

on  lease 

public  house  and  stable 

Bank 

. 

by  the  year 

bouse  and  shop 

d®  - 

- 

- d“ 

bouse,  stable,  &c. 

d°  - 

- 

- d® 

dye-house  - - - 

d“  - 
5 A 3 

- — “ 

- d® 

18 

- 

- 

>7 

15 

- 

62 

10 

- 

9 

- 

- 

5 

15 

6 

2 

2 

- 

36 

- 

- 

1 - 

'3 

4 

2 

2 

- 

»53 

«7 

10 

5> 

21 

- 

- 

2t 

- 

- 

12 

d 

12 

6 

% 

23 

10 

6 

50 

- 

- 

6 

18 

- 

7 

16 

- 

1 

1 

- 

{coniinuetl.) 
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Charities  under  the  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Pious  Uses — continued. 


Rental  of  Property  belonging  to  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  Leeds — continued. 


TENANTS  NAMES. 

HOUSES  or  LAND. 

Whtfre  sitaatc. 

Quaiititj. 

How  let. 

RENT. 

bliss  Croisdale. 

dye-house 

Bank 

A. 

R. 

p. 

by  the  year 

£. 

s.  ll. 
10  - 

Seven  cottages 

- 



,1>  . 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

16 

- 6 

•lohn  Dawson 

- 

house  and  shops 

- 

Ilolbeck  - 

- 

- 

- 

d" 

- 

12 

- - 

John  Hogden 

■ 

public  house  - 

- 

d'*  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

«3 

13  - 

Widow  Burrows 

- 

house  - 

- 

d“  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

4 

« - 

Mary  Schofield 

- 

house  - 

d°  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

2 

- - 

George  Bash  forth  - 

- 

house  ... 

d“  - 

- 

- 

- 

d° 

- 

3 

2 - 

Thomas  Chorley  - 

- 

house,  stable,  &c.  - 

- 

Call  Lane  - 

- 

- 

- 

d" 

- 

50 

- - ■ 

William  Garland  - 

- 

houses  and  stable 

- 

d“  - 

- 

- 

on 

lease 

- 

50 

12  - 

John  Wylde  d:  Co.  - 

- 

warehouse 

- 

d“  - 

- 

- 

- 

d'* 

- 

82 

- - 

James  Bocock 

- 

house  and  shop 

- 

d»  - 

- 

- 

- 

d° 

- 

10 

- - 

William  Richardson 

- 

houses  and  shops 

- 

d°  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

163 

- - 

Joseph  Emsley 

- 

house  and  shops 

- 

d»  - 

- 

- 

• 

d“ 

- 

56 

- - 

Robert  Grayson 

- 

puljlic  house  and  stables 

- 

d°  - 

- 

- 

by 

the  year 

98 

12  - 

Isaiah  Dixon 

- 

house  and  warehouse 

- 

d°  - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

40 

- - 

Sarah  Carr  - 

- 

house  and  school 

- 

d°  - 

- 

- 

- 

d® 

- 

>4 

8 - 

Samuel  Lansdown  - 

- 

public  house  and  stables 

• 

d»  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

16  - 

Pease 

Widow  Dobbin 

- 

house  - - - 

public  house  and  stable 

d“  - 
d“  - 

- 

• 

- 

d“ 

d“ 

• 

8 

iS 

>5  - 

William  Thompson 

- 

house  and  stable 

- 

d“  - 

- 

- 

- 

d° 

- 

11 

- - 

Widow  Mitchell 

- 

warehouse 

- 

d"  - 

- 

- 

- 

d" 

- 

50 

- - 

Thomas  Purdy 

- 

shops  - 

- 

d" 

- 

- 

- 

d® 

- 

10 

- - 

John  Mawson 

- 

house  - - - 

- 

d“  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

12 

- - 

Thomas  Crav.'shaw 

- 

warehouse 

- 

d*  - 

- 

- 

- 

d" 

- 

30 

- - 

William  Abbott 

- 

d"  - 

- 

d '^  - 

- 

- 

- 

d» 

- 

.0 

- - 

Jacob  Wiltshire 

- 

public  house  and  stable 

- 

d»  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

62 

- - 

William  Nussey 

- 

warehouse 

- 

d”  - 

- 

- 

- 

d° 

- 

20 

- - 

John  Smithson 

- 

house  - 

- 

d“  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

10 

- - 

Sarah  Askin  - 

- 

house  and  shops 

- 

d®  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

16 

- - 

Charles  Coupland  - 

- 

house  and  wareliouses 

- 

d-  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“  . 

- 

170 

- - 

Four  cottages 

- 

- 

- 

d"  - 

- 

- 

- 

d“ 

- 

9 

>4  - 

Samuel  Maude 

- 

house  and  shops 

- 

Marsh  Lane 

- 

- 

- 

d» 

- 

7 

>9  - 

Christopher  Pichard 

- 

house  and  shops 

j 

,P  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

d* 

- 

8 

- - 

Twenty-five  cottages 

• 



1 

1 

1 

O 

- 

- 

- 

d® 

- 

45 

7 ^ 

Joseph  Render 

- 

land  - - - 

- 

Sheepscarr 

1 2 

3 

27 

- 

d’ 

- 

C7 

- - 

Obadiah  Brook 

- 

land  ... 

- 

Sheepscarr 

1 

1 

12 

on 

lease 

- 

6 

- - 

Joseph  Dean 

- 

d°  and  cottages 

- 

Nether  Green  - 

1 1 

3 

2 

by 

the  year 

60 

- - 

Thomas  Smith 

- 

d“  house,  stables  and  barn 

Wike 

36 

0 

>3 

- 

d® 

- 

42 

- - 

Thomas  and  William 

1 

land  - 

Halton 

29 

1 

20 

d’ 

50 

— — 

(jraveley 

J 

O' 

1 

34 

- 

- 

- 

L595 

12  - 

Y QUK.] 
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WAPENTAKE  OF  STAINCLIFFE  AND  EWCROSS. 
PARISH  OF  MITTON.  . 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WADDINGTON. 

WADDINGTOX  HOSPITAL. 

SCHEDULE  lo  the  Act  of  Parliament  refened  to  in  the  Report. 


In  Wuddington : 

A messuage,  tenement  or  farm-house,  with  the  out-buildings  and 
4ippurtenances,  and  several  closes  or  parcels  of  land  lo  the  same 
belonging,  now  let  to  Henry  Armitstead,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 

A messuage,  tenement  or  farm-house,  with  the  out-bihldings  and  ap- 
purtenances, and  several  closes  or  parcels  of  land  lo  the  same 
belonging,  now  let  to  Jane  Burgess,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - - 

* A messuage,  tenement  or  farm-house,  with  the  out  buildings  and 
appurtenances,  and  the  garden  and  crofts  to  the  same  belonging, 
lately  occupied  by  James  Dewhurst,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 

A close  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Healey,  near  Holme,  and  an  allotment 
of  common  land,  now  let  to  Robert  Turner,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - 

A messuage  or  tenement,  called  “ The  Buck,”  with  three  cottages, 
and  other  out-buildings  and  appurtenances,  and  several  closes  or 
parcels  of  land  to  the  same  belonging,  now  let  to  Joseph  Walmsley, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  - --  --  --  - 


£.  5. 

35  - 

31  4 

5 12 

5 - 

too  - 


d. 


In  Bashall: 


Four  closes  or  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Great  Healey,  the  Near 
Healey,  the  Far  Healey,  and  tlie  Healey  Further  Holtne,  now  let  to 
Robert  Turner,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ------ 


In  Keighley : 

A messuage,  tenement  or  farm-house,  with  two  cottages,  and  other 
out-buildings  and  appurtenances,  and  several  closes  or  parcels  of 
land  to  the  same  belonging,  now  let  to  Richard  Hattersley,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  ---------- 

A close  or  parcel  of  land,  called  the  Bents,  with  an  encroachment 
near  the  same  close,  now  let  to  William  Mitchell,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  ----------- 


72  10  - 


8106 


Several  closes  or  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Croft,  the  Rough  lug, 
the  Ing,  the  Lower  Cow  Close,  and  Tit  Mouse,  and  the  Uj)per  Cow 
Close,  now  let  to  Mrs.  Edmundson  and  William  Wilkinson,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of ---------- 

A messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  cottage,  warehouse,  out-buildings 
and  appurtenances,  and  the  several  closes  or  parcels  of  land  to  the 
same  belonging,  now  let  to  John  Carrodus,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 

A messuage,  tenement  or  farm-house,  called  the  High  Field,  with  the 
barn,  and  other  out-buildings,  and  several  closes  or  parcels  of  land 
lo  the  same  belonging,  now  let  to  Sugden  Pearson,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  ----------- 

Two  closes  or  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Town  Field  and  Locum  Close, 
now  let  to  Thomas  Gill,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - - - - 

A messuage,  tenement  and  farm-house,  called  Lower  Shan,  with  the 
barn,  stable,  and  other  out-buildings,  and  several  closes  or  parcels 
of  laud  to  the  same  belonging,  now  let  to  David  Midgley,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of---------- 

A close  tir  parcel  of  land,  called  the  Tarn  Allotment,  and  which  is 
planted  with  forest  trees,  and  is  at  present  unproductive 


50  - - 


73  17  6 


50  - - 

iS  18  - 


35  - - 


A,  R.  P, 


29  2 7 


»3  » 39 

203 

3»  3 19 


22  2 27 


10  3 17 

1 1 td 

1 2 2 26 
60  7 

141  6 

4 2 39 


'7  - 17 

37  3 »9 

{continued.) 


Waddiiigtoii. 

Waddington  tUspiuI. 


These  are  usually  occupied  by  the  chaplain. 

5 A 4 
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Waddiugtoii. 

Waddington  Hospital, 
continued.  ' 


Waddington  Hospital. — Schedule  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  &c. — continued. 


j 

hi  Car  let  on : 

£.  X.  d. 

A.  R.  P. 

A messuage,  tenement  and  farm-house,  with  llte  barn,  stable,  and 
Ollier  out-buildings,  and  several  closes  or  parcels  of  land  to  tlie 
saifie  bf  longing,  now  let  to  Elizabeth  llrown,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of----------- 

1 

00 

41  2 12 

In  Manningham : 

Several  closes  or  parcels  of  land,  called  the  Higher  Dean,  the  Middle 
Dean,  and  (he  Lower  Dean,  now  let  to  John  Greenwood,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of---------- 

II  - 16 

In  Ildiyidd: 

A barn,  and  several  closes  or  parcels  of  land,  and  eight  cow  or  cattle 
gates,  on  Hellifield  Moor,  now  let  to  William  Lord,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of----------- 

24  - - 

20  1 5 

In  Long  Preston : 

A close  or  parcel  of  land,  called  Preston  Field  or  Gallaber  Close,  now 
let  to  Josejdi  Wilson,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  - 

6 6 - 

3 - 

END  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  REPORT. 
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